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THE 

P     R    E    F    A    C    E. 

THE  hiftory  of  the  Britains^  may  not  im^ 
properly  be  diftinguiftied  into  two  pe- 
riods ;  the  former  comprehending  the  interval 
from  Brute  to  Cadwalader,  whilft  the  Britains 
are  thought  to  have  enjoyed  a  general  pofleffioa 
of  the  whole  ifland ;  the  other  containing  the 
memoirs  and  tranfadions  of  the  Britains  under 
their  feveral  princes^  after  their  receffion  to  that 
part  of  the  ifland,  fince  called  Wales^  The  for- 
mer of  thefe  has  been  generally  accounted  of  late^ 
abfolqtely  falfetand  unhiftorical;  and  it  is  un- 
doubtedly concluded  that  all  the  paflages  in  Ge- 
offrey of  Monmouth^  (the  only  remaining  mo- 
nument  of  the  affairs  of  the  ancient  Britains) 
which  are  not  confonant  to,  and  agreeable  with 
die  Roman  hiftorians  that  fpeak  of  Britain,  are 
abfblutely  fabulous  and  infincere.  The  hiftonr 
of  the  Princes  of  Wales,  has  indeed  met  with 
better  fortune,  and  the  author  Caradoc  of  Lhan- 
carvan  is  accounted  juff  and  authentick  s  fo  that 
there  need  no  other  apology  for  the  following 
work,  than  that  it  is  for  the  beff  part  the  ge- 
nuine hiffory  of  that  author.  But  becaufe  the 
hiftory  of  Wales  has  no  fmall  dependence  upoD» 
and  relation  to  the  hiftory  of  the  ancient  Bri- 
tains pubiiffied  by  Geoffrey,  I  think  it  neceffiuy 
to  make  ibme  general  reflediion,  in  relation  t9 
the  truth  and  authority  of  that  copy.   . 

And  here  in  the  firft  place,  I  muft  take  notice 
of  two  forts  of  opinions,  moft  widely  repugnant* 
and  as  I  may  fay,  diametrically  oppofite  to  each 

b  other  ^ 
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other  ;  and  both  in  my  opinion,  equally  deviat- 
ing from  the  right  apprehenrion  of  the  matter  in 
deba^cu  Tb^e  one,  perfcdtly  rejeiiing  the  whole 
foun,djttion\.^Vid  prpcefs  of  OeofFrejf's  hiftory,, 
will  not  believe  fo  much  as  one  paflage  relating 
to  the  ancient  Britains,  biat  what  is  delivered  by 
RoQian  writers ;  as  if  nothing  remarkable  could 
happen  in  Britain,  but  what  muft  needs  fall  tin- 
der their  fpecial  cognizaiiure  and  obfervatiofi.^ 
The  oth^r,  without  any  allowance  tb  the  age 
when  theife  Britifli  affairs  were  tranfaded,  (not 
to  mention  die  utmoft  antiquity  t)f  feme  part  of 
this  hijflory,  cotemporary  with  which,  nothing 
is  certain  among  the  more  ci:7ili2ed  Greeks  and 
Romans)  will  believe  the  whole  framc^  and  all 
the  circumftances  of  Geoffrey's  hifliory,  be  they 
never  fo  ridiculons  and  extravagant.  But  not  to 
infift  on  fo  bigotted  an  opinion,  as  to  fhink  that 
the  Britifh  hiftory  is  univerfaUy  true,  and  alto- 
gether authentick ;  I  will  confine  myfdf  to  the 
<!xamination  of  the  other  extream,  to  fee  whe-- 
ther  that  hiftory  publifhed  by  Geof&ey^  be  fa 
abiblutely  fabulous  as  is  frequently  repfefchted 
and  generally  believed.  Now  they  who  difcre- 
dit  this  hiftory,  cither  wholly  attribute  the  frame  . 
iftd  invention  of  it  to  Geoffrey,  or  elfe  granting 
him  to  be  a  faithful  tranflator,  affure  th^felres 
that  the  copy  he  received  wns  fidtitious,  aridper- 
feaiy  ov^ing  to  the  unwarrantable  forgeries  of  the 
fabulous  monks.  So  that  the  fubje<ft  of  my  pfre- 
ftnt  enquiries,  will  natarilly  fall  uhjder  thefe  two 
dilquifitions  5  firft,  Whether  Geoffrey  be  the 
real  contriver  and  conipofer  of  this'hiftory  ?  and 
ftcbndly,  Suppofing  him  to  be  innocent  of  thia 
fiifpicion^  Whether  die  hiftory  Jnibliihed  by 
him,  be  perfe6Jy  fabolotts^  and  in  all  relpeds  a 
toOHicifli  legend? 

^irft. 


Fkft,  As  to  what  xclates  to  ^Geoffrey,  thougn 
tnethinkis  there  need  no  greater  argument  ta  evi- 
dence bis  innocency  from  fo  fufpeded  an  impo^ 
fture^  as  his  being  the  contriver  of  this  hiftory^ 
4ban  that  be  profeiTedly  owns  the  receipt  of  the 
£ritiih  manufcript  from  Walter^  archdeacon  of 
Oxford  5  yet  becaufe  the  prejudice  of  fbme  men 
4>fte]itimesobfcares  their  underftanding,  in  things 
^tberwife  very  dear  and  open,  it  will  be  requifitc 
to  dwell  fomewhat  more  particularly  upon  that 
iiibjedt :  or  if  the  world  be  once  perfuaded,  that 
the  whole  invention  is  owing  to  Geofirey,  ^nd 
4iiat  there  was  no  fuch  account  of  the  Britains  ia 
beings  before  he  publi(hed  his  hiftory ,  the  whole 
feries  of  BritiQi  aifairs  not  mentioned  in  the  writ-* 
itigs  of  the  Roman  authors,  and  all  that  long 
continued  fucceflion  of  Briti£h  kings  for  fo  many 
ages^  muft  of  neceiiity  be  accounted  fabulous, 
and  a  perfed  legend.  But  before  that  Geoffrey 
^ibould  be  fo  unreafbnably  attainted  of  fuch  no- 
torious forgery,  and  his  hiftory  be  fo  generally 
-condemned ;'  one  might  expedt  that  fuch  evident 
proofs  could  be  produced  to  evince  fo  abfolute 
a  pofition,  as  to  render  it  paft  all  difpute  and 
contradidion.  For  to  charge  any  one  with  in- 
.fincerity,  for  no  other  reafon,  than  becaufe  it  is 
the  conimon  vogue  and  fentiment  of  the  world, 
is  in  my  opinion  a  greater  argument  of  partialis 
Jj  and  prejudice,  than  of  folid  and  judicious 
reaibning. 

Now  the  greatefi:  reafon  that  I  can  think  of, 
why  the  Britifli  hiftory  is  Mtributed  toihe  in- 
vention of  Qeoffrey,  is,  that  almoft  upon  its  firfl 
appearance  in  the  world,  William  of  Newbo-* 

b  a  rough 


The    preface. 
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tough  and  Geraldus  Cambrenfis  exclaim  againft 
it>  and  feem  to  lay  the  whole  impofture  to  the 
charge  of  Geoffrey.  The  words  of  Ncwborough 
are  thcfe  :  At  contra  quidem  (fpeaking  before  of 
.Gildas)  nojiris  temportbus  pro  expiandis  his  Brito^ 
num  maculis  fcriptof  emerfit^  ridicula  de  iifdemjig^ 
menta  contexens^  eofque  longe  fupra  virtutem  Ma^ 
cedonum  et  Romanorum  impuaenti  vanitate  at'^ 
tollens.  Gaufridus  hie  diilus  efi^  agnomen  ba^ 
bens  Arturi^  pro  eo  ^uod  fabtdas  de  Arturo  ex 
frifcis  Britonuni  jigmentis  fumptas^  et  ex  proprio 
atiMas  per  fuperduElum  Latini  fermonis  colorentt 
honefio  bijioria  nomine  palliavit.  ^i  etiam  ma^ 
jori  aufuy  cujufdam  Merlini  divinatidnes  fallaciffi^ 
mas,  qui  bus  utique  de  proprio  plurimiM  adjecit^ 
dum  eas  in  Latinum  transfunderetf  tartquam  au-- 
tbenticas,  et  immobili  veritate  fubnixas  propbetias 
yulga'uit. 

From  this  paffage  it  is  apprehended,  that 
Newborough  thought  that  the  BHtifli  hiftory 
was  fblely  owing  to  the  contrivance  and  inven- 
tion of  Geoffrey ;  whereas  nothing  is  more  evi- 
dent than  that  the  only  thing  he  lays  to  Geof- 
frey's charge,  is,  that  he  augmented,  and  of  his 
own  head  made  additions  to  the  copy  he  re- 
ceived. And  feeing  that  Newborough  exprefly 
mentions  Geoffrey's  tranflating  into  Latin,  fome 
ancient  figments  of  the  Britains  concerning 
King  Arthur,  and  unwarrantably  adding  to  the 
fame ;  it  is  manifeftiv  Apparent  that  he  never 
took  Geoffrey  to  be  tne  contriver  of  the  whole 
of  what  he  had  publidied,  otherwife  it  is  hardly 
conceivable,  that  fuch  an  inveterate  enemy  of 
that  hiftory,  would  conceal  any  thing  thsit  might 
^  derogate  from  the  truth  and  authority  of  it. 
Befides,    Newborough  throughout   bis  whole 
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preface,  wherein  he  endeavours  to  invalidate, 
and  render  the  Britifli  hiftory  fabulous,  chiefly 
inGHs  upon  the  life  of  King  Arthur,  and  the 
prophecies  of  Merlyn ;  not  a  word  of  Brutus 
and  his  Trojans,  which,  though  fince  accounted 
as  notorious  a  piece  of  romance  as  any  at  all; 
it  feems  he  had  faith  to  fwallow.     Indeed,  the 
paflages  in  King  Arthur's  life,  and  the  prophe- 
cies of  Merlyn  tending  much  to  the  fame  pur- 
po&,  were  too  great  and  extravagant  to  be  ere-  ^ 
dited  by  hiw,  (who  by  his  chara6ler  of  them, 
kerns  to  have  bore  but  .very  flender  afFedion  to- 
wards the  Welch,)  by  reafon  that  they  deroga- 
ted much  from  the  fame  aqd  va}our  of  the  Sax- 
ons ;  fo  that  I  am  afraid,  that  the  odium  which 
Newborough  bore  to  Geoffrey  and  his  hiilory, 
depended  more  upon  national  honour  ^nd  re- 
putation, than  the  truth  andiincerity  of  hiftory. 
For  furely  he  could  never  be  fo  warmly  exafpe- 
rated  againft  a  fabulous  hiftory,  had  he  but  the 
candour  to  confult  his  own,  unlefs  there  had 
been  fome  other  motive  to  raife  and  foment  his 
paflion.     As  to  the  icurrijous  language  he  cafts 
upon  the  Britifti  hiftory,    and  his  umannerly 
treatment  of  the  tranflator;  he  therein  expreffes 
his  Ignorance  and  malice,  rather  thaji  any  love 
and  regard  to  truth  and  ingenuity.     For  who 
but  an  ignorant  and  an   unfkilful    pretender, 
would  confidently  aftert  the  Britains  never  had 
any  metropolitans  or  archbiftiops,  and  would 
produce  this  as  an  invincible  argument  for  the 
faliity  of  the  Britifli  hiftory ;  wherpas  it  is  no- 
torioufly  manifeft,  that  the  Britains  had  their 
archbifhops  long  before  the  arrival  of  Auguftine 
{he  monk,  whom  Newborough  pretends  to  have 
\)een  the  £rft  who  underwent  that  dignity  in 
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tliis  ifland.  But  as  bis  arguments  againil  Geof% 
frey's  hiftory  are  weak  and  invalid^  and  his 
whole  preface  more  an  inve^Stive  than  a  confu- 
tation, fo  his  credit  fhould  be  rcjedted  and  un- 
dervalued, for  charging  another  hiftory  with 
falfhood,  when  his  own  feems  wholly,  inter- 
woven with  ridiculous  legends  and  monkiih  fic^ 
tibns. 

But  be  the  occafion  of  Newborough*s  diflikc 
of  the  Britifli  hiftory  what  it  will,  it  is  evidentu 
chat  liothirtg  can  be  concluded  from  the  above 
quoted  paffage,  more  than  that  Geoffrey  made 
additions  to  the  Britifh  copy  he  received  of  this 
archdeacon  of  Oxford.  And  this  is  no  more 
than  what  may  eafily  and  fafely  be  granted  ;  fb? 
the  life  of  King  Arthur,  and  the  prophecies  of 
Merlyn,  the  main  fubjedis  of  New  borough's 
difcontenf,  may  ptobably  be  inferted  into  tht? 
hiftory  by  Geoffrey,  atleaftthey  wer^  augmented, 
and  feveral  traditions  were  added  by  him«  Bale^ 
iffures  us,  that  he  writ  the  life  of  King  Arthur 
in  adiftindl  treatife;  and  himfelf  owns  in  the  pre* 
iface  to  his  fourth  book,  which  comprehends  the 
Prophecies  bf  Merlyn,  that  upon  the  requcft  of 
Alearaiider  bifhop  of  LijKoln,  he  had  tranflated 
Merlyn's  propecies  out  of  Bi'itifli  idto  Latin,  be- 
JTo're  the  Brrti^  Copy  came  to  his  hands.  Now, 
when  Geoffrey  had  received  the  manufcript  from 
mt  ardltldeacon,  and  was  engs^d  in  tranilating 
it  into  Latin,  it  is  no  ftrange  matter  to  ima- 
gine, that  as  occafion  required,  he  might  ampli- 
fy, ahd  atdd  to  it,  out  of  his  former  traflts.  For  it 
is  obvious  to  iuppofe,  thaft  the  feveral  things  con^ 
jbferning  Arthur  and  Merlyn,  might  be  preferved 
In  thfe  ifland  of 'Great  Britain,  which  were  loAg 
t^oobibiete  among  the  Biitains  of  Armorica» 
-  '  froin 
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from  whence  the  Britifli  copy  is  faid  to  have  been 
brought  over. 

But  fuppofingthatNewborough  had  attributed        ' 
the  whole  frame  of  the  Briiifti  hiftofy  to  Geof- 
frey* which  is  evident  he  does  not,  his  authority 
cannot  balance  with  far  more  authentic  hiftorians, 
fuch  as  H.  Huntington,  R.  Hovedon,  Matthew 
of  Weftminfter  and  others,  but  more  particular!  v 
Matthew  Paris,  who  in  exprefs  terms,  calls  Geof- 
frey, the  faithful  tranflatorof  the  Britifh  hiftory. 
'  And  feeing  then,  that  it  was  in  thofc  times  ap-  aj  a»iu 
prehended  to  be  an  anticnt  manufcript,  and  none     "^^' 
ipf  Geoffrey's  contrivance,  when  the  cheat  might 
be  bed  difcovcred,  and  there  wanted  not  gooii  in- 
clinations to  detcdt  fo  notorious  a  forgery ;  how 
in  thefe  latter  times,  it  could  be  fo  luckily  found 
put,  that  Geoffrey  was    the  fole   inventor  and 
compofer  of  the    hiftory,   I    cannot    poffiWy       ^ 
divine* 

The  other  reafon,  why  Geoffrey  is  thought  to  camb. 
be  the  authpf  of  the  Britifh  hiftoty,  is  grounded  ^f  p; 
upon  apaffage  in  GiraldusCambreniis,  who  fpeak- 
irig  of  the  etymology  of  Wales,  rejefts  the  deno- 
mination of  it  from  either  duke  Wallo,  or  queen 
WcndolcnySicutJaiulofa  GalfrediArturi  mentitur 
bijlgri(u  Now  this  is  thought  an  invincible  ar- 
jgument  againft  Geoffrey,  and  a  palpable  detec- 
tion of  his  infincerity,  fincc  Giraldus,  his  own 
countryman  ftrikes  at  him,  and  accufes*  him  of 
forgery ;  whereas  upon  nicer,  examination^  we 
may  eafily  difcover  how  that  Giraldiis  ^USarrels 
only  with  the  hiftory  which  Geoffrey  publ&ied, 
and  which  upon  that  account  bore  \C\i  name. 
t*or  had  Giraldus  thought  it  to  be  only  i' Con- 
trivance of  Geoffrey's,  had  he  fufpc^cd  that 
Geoffrey  falfly  pretended  to  haye  received  an 
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dntient  Britifh  manufcript^  and  by  that  meant 
to  have  impofcd  upon  the  wqrld ;  can  it  be  fup- 
pofed  that  upon  fo  plain  conviftion  of  fal(hoodj» 
he  would  believe  and  '  give  credit  to  ah  hiftory, 
which  he  was  fatisfied  was  altogether  a  fable?  But 
on  the  contrary,  we  find  him  affen ting  to  the  ftory 
of  Brutus,  and  the  divifion  of  the  ifland  betwixt 
his  three  fons ;  and  in  ftiort,  excepting  in  this 
one  place,  he  expreffes  himfclf  to  be  an  abfolute 
votary  of  the  Britifh  hiftory,  whence  'tis  evident, 
he  apprehended  Geoffrey  to  be  no  more  than  a 
faithtul  tranflator  of  an  antient  Britifli  copy. 

I  need  not  take  notice  of  Willi^rfi  of  M^lnif- 
bury,  bccaufc  that  by  the  beft  account,  he  is  fup- 
poftd  to  have|>een  dead  before  Geofffcry  publiflicd 
his  hiftory,  and  confequently  he  could  i>eve|:  fee 
f».  I-  it;  fo  that  this  expreflion  in  him,  Hie  eft  Artburus 
dequo  Britonum  nuga  bodieque  deltrunt^  muft  likely 
reier  to  the  then  pref^nt  jraditions  and  account^ 
of  the  Welch  concerning  king  Arthur,  which 
probjtbly  might  be  too  great  and  extravagant, 
Fpr  'tis  certain  that  a  traditional  account  of  any 
perfon  or  aftion,  the  farther  it  recedes  from  the 
ipring  and  Original,  the  more  corrupt  and  imper- 
fed:  it  ftill  proceeds  ^  and  Jij^e  a  |)all  of  fnow,  it 
gathers  and  augments  in  its  journey  ;  fo  that  it 
may  be  reafonabiy  fuppofed,  that  the  vulgar  ac- 
count which  the  Welch  in  Malmfbury's  time  de* 
liveredof  king  Arthur,  was  top  far  iiicrcdible  apd 
furprifing, 

Butfince  the  reafons  produced  for  proyingGeofr 
frey  to  be  the  author  of  tlie  Britifli  niftory,  feenj 
pot  to  be  fatisfadtory  and  evincing ;  let  us  fee 
whether  the  contrary  aflertion  can  be  more  reafon- 
abiy maintained.  And  fi rft,  'tis  manifeft that  Geof- 
^fey.couid  not  be  the  total  invtntor  of  the  Bfitifl^ 
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biftory,  by  rcafon  that  feveral  things,  and  fome  of 
the  mod  material  paffages  therein  contained,  are 
agreeable  with  the  hiAories  of  theGildas  and  Nenr  N«e  vfo^ 
nius,  the  poetical  fragnients  of  Talieflyn,  not  to  ^**^ 
meniioa  the  Saxon  Manufcript,  quoted  by  Mr. 
Whcelock,  and  other  authors  far  moreantient  thaa 
Geoffrey,  *Tis  owned  indeed  Geoffrey  might  bor- 
row the  ground  and  plat*fprmof  hi$  romance  from 
Merlyn  or  Talieffyn,  or  rather  from  Nennius,  in 
whofe  writings  there  is  fome  flight  account  of  the 
Britains  being  deicended  from  the  Trojans ;  but 
the  fuperftrudure  is  all  his  own,  who  living  in  an 
ignorant  age,  and  well  knowing  he  could  not  well 
be  difproved,  took  the  liberty  to  make  what  invenr 
tion  he  pleafed,  and  then  recommended  it  to  the 
world,  for  a  true,  undoubted  hiftory;     But  not- 
withftanding  all  this  conceflion,  I  think  there  is 
as  little  reafon  to  attribute  the  frame  and  compo* 
fition  of  this  hiftory  to  (Jeoffi-ey  as  there  can  be, 
to  think  hini  contriver  of  the  ground  and  plot  of 
it.     For  it  feems  to  me  very  unaccountable,  that 
if  Geoflfrey  was  to  invent  andcompofe  tMs  hiftory. 
Why  in  tnis  account  of  the  tranfadions  betwixt 
the*  Britons  and  Romans,  he  (hould  fo  widely 
difagree  with,  and  deviate  from  the  writings  of 
theRomanhiftorians.  For  certainly,  nothing  could 
add  more  authority  to  a  fable,  than  exadUy  to  fol- 
low thcfteppof  creditable  authors,  in  thqfe  things 
they  both  had  pccafion  to  treat  of.     This  in  all 

Erbbability^  would  not  only  render  that  part  of  the 
iftory  uhfufplcious,  but  likewife  credit  and  au- 
thorize the  reft,  of  which  there  was  no  account 
in  Roman  authors.  And  this  difagreement  be- 
twixt the  Britifti  hiftory,  and  the  writings  of  the 
^omanhiftorians»  though  frequently  produced  to 
pyerthrow  the  authority  of  it;  induces  me  to  be- 

lievC| 
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Bcvc,  not  only  that  Geoffrey  was  not  the.  author » 
but  likewife  that  the  macufcript  was  ancient, 
and  much  old&c  than  the  time,  in  which  it  was 
firft  made  publip. 

But  befides,  Geoffirey  dedicates  his  tranflation 
to  Robert  earl  of  Glocefter,  fon  to  king  Henry  !• 
which  in  all  likelihood  he  would  never  have 
ventured  to  do,  had  thp  original  been  of  his  own 
contrivanf;^,  for  fear  leafl  that  the  cheat  beio]^ 
difcpvered,  he  {hould  be  found,  to  put  upon  a 
perfon  of  eminent  quality,  with  whom  theBritiOx 
hiftory  was  then  in  great  cfteem.  For  to  him  it 
is  that  iSeofFrey  owns  the  receipt  of  this  manu- 
fcript  from  the  archdeacon  of  Oxford,  which  he 
affirms  to  be  very  antieijt,  and  by  his  requeft  was 
perfuaded  to  tranflate  it  into  the  Latin  tongue. 
It  vvas  a  very  eafy  master  for  the  earl  of  Glocefter 
tQ  find  out  Geoffrey's  integrity,  by  enquiring  of 
the  archdeacon  (who  by  all  accounts  is  reckoned 
his  co-temporary)  whether  he  had  delivered  fuch 
AU  antient  Bflu(h  copy  into  Geoffrey's  hands^ 
and  whether  the  traqflatjipn  juilly  anfwercd  the 
original,  Thefe  enquiries  were  natural^  upon  the 
publication  of  any  oew-hiftory,  which  made  fuch 
confiderable  noife  and  clamour  ;n  the  world, 
and  whiph  gave  fuch  an  account  of  the  antient 
Britains,  as  was  neyor  before  thought  or  heard  of 
awong  th«  Englifli  nation*  And  fuppofing  the 
earl  of  Glocefter  to  haye  pmitted  thefe  enquiries, 
ycx  it  is  fcarcis  conceivabje,  but  that  in  cafe  of  fo 
open  a  forgery,  the  archdeacon  would  4ifcover 
tne  cheat,  unlefs  it  can  be  thought  that  he  was 
.privy  to,  and  had  a  hand  in  the  contrivance.  But 
he  was  fo  far  from  detefliing  Geoffrey  *fiimpofturp, 
that  be  himfelf  owns  too«  to  have  tranflated  the 
Britifti  hiftory  firft  into  Latin,  and  then  in  his 

latter 
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'  latter  days^  to  Britifh  again  from  theLatintasmi^ 
be  ftill  feen  in  the  Archives  of. Jefus-CoUege  li-ii 
brary  •  Now  if  there  be  any  heed  to,  or  depen- 
dence upon  this^  if  it  be  troe,  that  the  archdeacon 
did  tranilate^  and  confequently  allow  of  this  hif*- 
tory,  it  appears  very  evident  to  me,  that  GeoflFrcy 
(Can  be  in  no  wife  the  author  or  contriver  of  it* 

But  that  Robert  of  Gloeeftef  took  a  fancy  to 
Geoffrey's  tranflation>  more  upoa  the  account 
fhat  his  father  had  lately  fubdued  the  Welch, 
and  therefore  feemed  to  add  to  his  iathejr's  glory, 
(ban  that  he  did  credit  and  believe  the  hiftory,  does 
not  feem  to  be  fo  true  and  evincing.  For  where- 
in could  the  publication  of  this  biftory  contri- 
bute to  the  advancement  of  his  father's  name  i 
Was  it  becaufe  he  had  conquered  a  people  whofe 
anceftor^  appeared  by  this  hiftory  to  be  foraierly 
yaliant  and  warlike  ?  this  was  performed  by  o- 
thers  before  himj  and  I  can  cor^jeive  no  great  ad- 
fdition  to  any  man's  fame^  to  conquer  a  handful 
pf  people,  with  a  numerous  army,  tho*  their  fore- 
fathers had  been  ftout  and  vidorioas.  This  is 
furely  too  flight  a  pretence  for  the  reception  of 
the  Britifh  hiftory  by  the  earl  of  Glocefter,  and 
too  weak  an  argument  to  deftroy  the  truth  and 
authority  of  it.  It  is  certain,  that  it  took  ex<- 
cieeding  well  in  the  world  at  that  time,  nor  was 
it  oppofed  till  after  Robert's  death,  when  Wil- 
liam of  Newborough  more  out  of  malice  and 
ilifcontent  ^han  any  love  he  bore  to  troths  bc^mi 
to  charge  both  the  original  and  tranflator  with 
infincerity.  I  cannot  fee  upon  the  whole,  the 
leaft  reafon,  why  the  contrivance  and  mventioa 
of  this  hiftory  Oiould  be  attributed  to  Geof- 
frey, or  that  the  authority  o£  it  depends  any 
way  upon  him,  more  than  the  fidelity  of  his 

tranf^ 
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tranflation.  I  fliall  therefore  conclude  .this  fub- 
jc6t  with  the  charafter  beftowed  upon  Geoffrey, 
and  the  hiftory  by  him  publiftied  by  Ponticus 
Virunnius,  who  flourifhed  in  the  year  1290,  a 
man  of  great  reading,  and  excellent  learning  of 
his  time,  who  did  not  think  it  loft  labour  to  draw 
an  epitome  of  the  Britifh  hiftt)ry :  Giraldus 
(fays  he)  hijloricus  egregius  et  cardinalisy  mag-' 
iia  vir  auStoritatis  apud  Robertum  Claudiocef^ 
trite  ducem,  Henrici  regis  filiuntj  ac  patria  Jua 
curiq^mus  fautor^  ex  fumma  pbilofophia  atque 
archivis^  btftoriam  antiquijjimam  continua  ferie 
cb  ipfis  Trojanis  colkSiam  tranjlulit.  Verijimas 
Britannorum  hijlorias  arguit  regum  occidentalium 
cmfuetudo  *,  qua  erat^  fecum  Jetnper  habere  eosp 
qui  veritate  pracipua  eorum  gefta  notarent. 

Secondly,  But  fuppolTng  Geoffrey  to  be  inno- 
cent from  this  fufped;ed  impoflure,  and  that  he 
did  nomore  than  faithfully  tranflate  a  Britifli  ma* 
nufcript  he  received  of  the  archdeacon ;  it  may 
be  farther  objected,  that  feeing  it  abounds  with 
fo  many  unwarrantable  matters  of  fadt,  and  fo  ex- 
travagant fables  and  prodigies,  it  appears  extreme- 
ly fufpicious,  and'fenfibly  fmells  of  a  monkiih 
produSion.  For  how  is  it  poflible,  you  will 
fay,  that  any  account,  excepting  what  is  found 
in  the  Roman  hiftories,  could  be  had  of  the  Bri- 
tains,  and  that  not  only  before,  but  even  after 
their  fubje<ftion  to  the  Romans ;  fince  there  is  iKi 
much  reafon  to  doubt,  whether  the  Britains,  as 
well  as  other  unlettered  nations,  had  any  means 
to  convey  any  knowledge  to  pefterity,  for  want 
of  the  art  of  writing  ?  for  if  the  affairs  and 
tfanfafdons  of  the  Britains  were  only  handed 
^jown  by  tradition,  and  they  had  no  other  way 

or 
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or  metliod  to  preferve  their  memories,  then  cer-^ 
tainly  all  pretences  to  apcient  records,  and  con« 
fequently  to  this  Britifh  manufcript,  fuppofed  to 
have  been  tranflated  by  Geoffrey,  muft  of  ne* 
ceffity  be  vain  and  groundlefs. 

And  thus  it  is  fuppofed,  that  the  Britains  had 
no  writing  among  tnem,  neither  before  nor  after 
the  Roman  conquefl;  whence  it  follows,  that 
there  is  no  true  nor  certain  account  of  any  mat- 
ter tranflated  among  them,  but  what  is  recorded 
in  Roman  hiftories.  But  tho'  this  be  frequently 
infinuated,  yet  I  think,  the  contrary  can  with 
greater  eafe  and  perfpicuity,  be  made  to  appear. 
.As  to  the  Britains  having  no  writing  among 
them,  during  their  fubjeftion  to  the  Roman  em- 
pire, the  contrary  is  fo  evident  and  notorious,  that 
I  conceive  it  loft  time  to  go  about  to  difprove  it. 
It  is  fufficient  to  lay  down  the  words  of  Tacitus, 
an  author  of  unfhaken  reputation  ;  "Jam  v^r^vita  Ag;ric4 
principum  Jilios  liberalibus  artibus  erudtre^  et 
ingenia  Britannorum  Jiudits  Gallorum  anteferre^ 
et  qui  modo  Unguam  Romanorum  abnufbant, 
eloquentiam  concupijcerent.  Inde  etiam  habitus 
nyiri  honor ^  et  jrequens  toga  ;  paulatimque  dip- 
cejfum  ad  deliniamenta  vitiorum^  porticus  et  baU 
nea^  et  conviviorum  elegantiam.  Now,  can  any 
one  fuppofe,  that  when  the  Britifli  youths  were 
inftrufted  in  all  the  arts  and  fciences  of  the  Ro- 
mans, when  they  began  to  ape  and  imitate  them 
in  their  habits,  buildings,  and  other  neceffary 
fooleries,  they  (hould  negleA  fo  necefTary  a  qua- 
lification, as  that  of  writing  ?  and  can  we  ima- 
gine»  that  among  fo  many  able  and  learned  per- 
fons,  as  the  Britains  muft  in  reafon  be,  when  edu- 
cated in  the  Roman  way,  and  owned  to  be  very 
tradable  in  their  education,  not  one  fhould  prove 

fo 
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{o  affeftionate  to  his  country,  as  to  note  down  the 
ftatcand  tranfaftions  of  it?  certainly,  if  they  learnt 
all  the  civilites  andfciences  of  the  Romans,  hif- 
tory  was  not  fo  flight  and  trivial  a  fubjed  of  their 
induftry,  as  to  be  undervalued;  and  I  know  not 
where  they  could  better  employ  their  (kill,  than 
in  writing  the  hiftory  of  their  native  country. 
It  was  natural  for  them  being  once  civilized,  to 
enquire  into  the  origin  and  antiquity  of  their  na^^ 
tion,  the  ftate  and  condition  of  their  country 
before  the  Roman  conqueft ;  and  having  made 
the  beft  fearch  they  could,  whether  by  oral  or 
written  tradition  into  thefe^nquiries,  they  would 
'  in  all  reafon,  according  to  the  cuftom  and  man^ 
ner  of  the  Romans,  cooHnit  all  to  writing. 

But  allowing  the  Britains  to  have  learnt  the 
art  of  writing  from  the  Romans,  after  their  fub^ 
jedion  to  the  empire,  yet  it  is  certain  they  had 
BO  fuch  thing  among  them,  before  the  difcovefy 
of  this  ifland  by  Julius  C^far,  and  confequently, 
that  all  the  former  part  of  the  Britifli  hiftory 
whidi  precedes  that  epoch,  muft  be  falfe  and 
•fiditious*  And  that  this  is  no  precarious  ob- 
jedtion,  a  pafTage  out  of  Csfar's  Commentaries 
is  produced  to  ftrengthen  it,  which  in  my  opt* 
nion,  evidently  proves  the  contrary.  The  words 
Bfe  BdL  of  Caefar  are  thefe :  Magnum  ibi  numerum  (fpeak- 
^•i.iikTi.|j^  of  the  Druids)  verfuum  edifcere  dicuntur,  ita* 
,que  annos  nonulli  vicenos  in  dtfcipKna  permanent ; 
nequefas  ejfe  exifiimant  ea  Uteris  mandare^  cum  in 
reliquisfere  rebus 9  publicis  privatifque  rationibus^ 
Gracis  Uteris  utuntur.  Why  any  one  from  hence 
ihould  conclude,  that  the  fuperftition  of 'thoie 
ancient  philofbphers  the  Druids,  forbad  the  Bri- 
tains to  commit  to  writing  the  tranfadtions  bf 
their  country,  much  more  that  they  had  no  writ« 
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in'g  at  all  among  them,  docs  I  confcfs,  very  ftr 
exceed  my  coroprchenfion.     Caefar,  truly  docs 
intimate^  that  the  do6trine  and  myfteries  of  their 
religion,  the  Druids  did  not  think  fit  to  commit 
to  writing ;  but  in  all  mftittcrs  hefides,  whether 
private  or  publick  (among  which,  hiftory  may 
be  rcafonably  accounted)  they  ufed  the  Greek 
chirafters :  for  fo  I  underftand  thefe  words,  Gnr- 
cis  Uteris  utuntur.    For  it  ma^  not  be  fuppofed 
that  all  publick  and  private  affairs  of  the  Britains 
were  tranflated  in  Greek,  when  they  had  a  dif- 
ferent language  of  their  own,  and  which  in  all 
reafon  mufl:  be  the  common  tongue  of  the  coun-^^ 
try ;  but  only  that  when  the  Britains  had  oc^^ 
cafion  to  put  anything  inventing,  they  ufed  the 
Grecian  character,  which  probably  was  the  only 
letter,  they  then  were  acquainted  with.    But  to 
confirm  this  matter  the  more,  Csefar  makes  men^ 
tion  of  the  like  cuflom  among  the  Gauls ;  In  ca^  £.,^,  ^ 
firis  Hehetiorum  tabula  repertafunt  Uteris  Gracis 
canfeSla.    Now  if  he  concluded  from  hence,  that 
the  Gauls  (for  the  Helvetians  were  a  Gaulifh 
people)  made  ufe  of  the  Greek  language,  i^ther 
than  the  Grecian  charaders;  I  would  fain  be  in- 
formed, why  Csfar  ihould  write  in  Greek  to 
Quintus  Cicero,  Ne  inter cepia  epijlolafua^  a  Gal-^ 
tis  confilia  nofcerentur  \  lefl:  that  his  letter  being 
intercepted,  all  his  meafures  and  martial  intrigues 
be  difcovered  by  the  Gauls.     Certainly,  if  he 
had  known  (as  well  he  might,  in  cafe  the  HeU 
vetians  underftood  and  writ  iii  Greek)  that  the 
Gauls  were  not  ignorant  of  the  Greek  language, 
be  would  not  make  ufe  of  fo  mean  a  ftratagem 
to  conceal  his  counfels.     But  fuppofe  it  be  ac- 
knowledged that  the  Gauls  and  Britains  ufed, 
jbot  only  the  Greek  eharaders^  but  the  language 
4  too 
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tot)  (one  of  which  muft  be  allowed)  it  is  evident 
that  they  had  the  art  and  ufe  of  writing  before 
Caefar  made  an  invafion  to  either  country,  and 
confequently  the  Britains  might  have  fome  writ- 
ten memorials  of  their  country,  which  might  be 
afterwards  eafily  handed  down  to  pofterity.  For 
it  feems  to  me  very  flrange,  that  men  of  fuch  re-^ 
puted  learning  and  knowledge,  and  fo  well  verfed 
in  the  myfleries  of  philofophy,  as  the  Druids  are 
acknowledged  to  have  been,  ihould  be  ignorant 
of  fo  necefTary  and  ufeful  a  qualification  as  writ- 
ing. And  lince  it  is  affirmed,  that  their  religi-^ 
ous  fuperftitions  were  interdided  to  be  commit- 
ted to  writing,  we  may  rationally  conclude,  by 
the  rule  of  contrariety,  that  all  other  thingd  be-» 
fides  their  religion,  were  allowed  to  be  written^ 
and  confequently,  that  they  had  the  art  and  ufe 
of  writing  amoAg  them« 

But  fuppoiing  the  Britains  to  have  recorded 
the  tranfaftions  of  ]their  country,  both  'before  and 
after  the  Roman  conqueft,  yet  when  the  Saxons 
prevailed  in  the  ifland,  all  the  monuments  and 
writings  of  the  ancient  Britains  were  utterly  loft; 
fo  that  this  pretended  hiftory  of  the  Britains,  muft 
be  modern  and  fabulous,  built  upon  vulgar  and 
uncertain  traditions.  For  how  was  it  poftible 
that  any  one  could  write  a  true  and  faithful  ac« 
count  of  the  ancient  Britains,  and  be  fo  particu- 
lar in  the  tranfadions  of  thofe  times,  whereas 
there  was  not  the  leaft  light  to  guide  him  to  the 
knowledge  of  thbfe  obfcure  ages.  This  is  ex- 
prefly  acknowledged  by  Gildas,  who  lived  long 
before  Geoffrey,  and  openly  declares,  that  all  the 
records  and  monuments  of  his  country  were  loft 
in  his  time  $  and  that  in  writing  tbofe  fmall  frag- 
ments of  the  hiftory  of  Britain,  he  was  forced 

to 
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to  abftraA  his  materials  out  of  the  writings  o£ 
foreigners^     I//a  tantum  proferre  conahor  in  me^  Eida.  Brit, 
dium^   qua  temporibus  Romanorum  Imperatoru?n  et 
paffa  ejl^  et  atiis  intulit  civibus^  et  longe  pofitis 
vHila  :   quantum  tamen  potuero^  non  tarn  ex  Jcrip^ 
tfs  patrue  fcriptorum  monifnentis  j  quippe  qua  vel 
Jifuerinty  aut  ignibus  bofiium  exujia^  aut  civium 
exulum  da£e  iongius  de^rtata  non  comparecuit  \ 
quam  tranfmarina  relatione^  qua  crebris  interrupta 
tntercapedinihut  nonfatis  claret. 

I  ihall  here  by  the  by,  obferve  the  levity  of 
Aylct  Samcs's  objedlion  againft  the  hiftory  of  g^^,^^ 
l^x^i^  5  namely,  bccaufe  Gildas makes  no  mention  »ii- ' 
of  Brute. and  his  Trojans,  he  concludes  that  the 
Briti(h  hiftory  muft  be  a  real  fiction;  whereasGil-^ 
das  in  this  place mranifeftly  declares  his  defignonly 
of  writing  the  hiftory  of  the  Britains,  during  their 
fubjcdlion  to  the  Roman  empire.  Bat  as  to  this 
paffage  in  Gildas,  if  in  his  time,  there  were  no 
remains  of  his  anceftors  left  in  writing  ;  I  would 
fain  learn  upon  what  ground  and  authority,  he 
c^uld  io  pofi  tively  affert  that  the  Britains  from  their 
firft plantation  in  this  ifland,  were  proud  and  irre- 
ligious, and  their  kings  cruel  and  tyrannical.  For 
a  little  before  the  above  quoted  paflage,  he  fays  of 
Britain,  Hae  ereSla  cervice  et  mente  ex  quo  tnba^ 
bit  at  a  efiy  nunc  Deo^  inter  dum  Civibus,  nonnun^ 
quam  etiam  tranfmarinis  regibus  ingrata  confurgit^ 
And  a  little  after,  Tacens  vetuftos  immanium  ty^ 
rannorum  annoSf  qui  in  aliis  pqfitis  regionibus  vuU 
gatifunt.  Here  he  pafles  his  judgment  very 
liberally  upon  the  ftate  and  condition  of  Britain 
from  all  antiquity ;  and  yet  by  and  by,  he  con- 
feOfes,  that  he  had  no  guic^c  to  direft  him  to  the 
knowledge  of  thofe  times  he  fo  freely  cehfures ; 
fo  that  if  he  had  not  the  fpirit  of  divination,  he 
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may  falter  in  his  conjedures,  or  clfc  he  \fras 
guided  by  fomc  Britifti  light,  of  which  he  was 
not  willing  to  own  the  perufal. 

But  allov/ing  that  Gfldas,  in  compofing  that 
fmall  fragment  of  the  British  hiltory,  received 
no  light  from  any  Britifli  record,  but  was  con- 
ilrained  to  borrow  out  of  the  writings  of  fore- 
igners ;  it  concludes  no  farther,  than  that  he 
had  not  the  good  fortune  to  meet  with  BritiOi 
manufcripts,  not  that  there  were  none  really  re- 
maining in  Britain.  And  farther,  fuppofingthat 
in  Gildas  his  time,  there  were  no  remains  of  the 
ahticnt  Britains  left  in  this  ifland,  but  were  all 
utterly  loft;  yet  accoiding  to  Gildas  his  own 
acknowledgment,  and  upon  the  Saxons  prevail- 
ing in  the  country,  they  might  be  carried  over* 
by  the  exulcd  Britains  to  Armorica,  from  whence 
the  archdeacon  of  Oxford  is  faid  to  have  brought 
over  the  Britifti  copy  he  delivered  to  Geoffrey- 
But  if  there  was  no  written  account  of  the  for- 
mer ftate  of  Britain,  in  the  age  of  Gildas,  how^ 
comes  it  to  pafs,  that  any  fuch  thing  ftiould  be 
difcovered  and  brought  to  light  in  fucceeding 
ages  ?  And  not  to  infift  upon  the  authority  of 
the  Britifti  manufcript  tranflated  by  Geoffrey,  we 
have  good  reafon  to  prefume,  that  the  antient 
Britains  before  Gildas  had  both  eccleiiaftical  and 
civil  hiftories  of  their  country. 

As  to  the  former,  Bede,  whofe  authority,  I 
prefume,  will  not  be  queftioned,  exprcily  affirms 
it*  For  in  his  preface  to  his  ecclefiattical  hiftory, 
he  fays,  A  principio  ttaque  voluminis  bujus^  hI<1^^^ 
ad  tempus  quo  Gens  Anglorumjidem  Cbrijiipercepit^ 
ex  priorum  maxime  fcriptis  hinc  tnde  collects,  ea 

ifua  pyomemoramus,  didifcimus.    Here  Bede  plain- 
y  declares,  that  in  writing  a  church  hiftory  of 
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Britain,  hccxtrafted  all  his  matter,  before  the 
tonvcrfion  of  the  SaxOM  to  Chrifti&nity,  out  of 
antient   authors*     But  who   can  thefe  former 
Writers  be  ?  Surely  they  were  not   SaxCns,  for 
\ve  read  of  no  Saxon  writer  before  Bede ;  be- 
fides,  that  feveral  things  contained  in  this  hiftbry, 
were  tranflatcd  before  the  landing  of  the  Saxons ; 
and  as   to  the   ecclefiaftical  part,  betwixt  the 
arrival,  and  the  converfion   of  the   Saxons  to 
Chriftianity  thai  cannot  be  extracted  Out  of  their 
writings.     For  in  the  firft  place  they  were  no 
Chriftians,  and  it  is  very  unreafonable  to  fuppofe, 
that  they  Would  write  the  hiftory  of  a  church,  • 
of  which  they  were  at  that  time  very  fatal  and 
iniplacable  enemies  i  not  to  queftion  whether  the 
ISaxons  before  their  converfion  had  any  writing 
tor  learning  at  all  among  them.     For  though  it 
be  pretended^  that  the  Irifli,  who  ufe  the  fame 
taannef  of  writing,  borrowed  their  charafters 
froni  the  Saxons ;  yet  'tis  extremely  fufpitious, 
that  thefe  received  them  from  the  Irifli,  if  not 
father  from  the  Britains.  As  to  the  former>  it  ig 
Well  known,  that  during  the  difturbartccs  betwixt 
the  Britains  and  Saxons  here  in  Britain,  the  in-^ 
turfiotts  of  the  Goths,  Vandals,  and  other  nor*, 
thern  nations  into  other  countries ;  all  the  learn- 
ing of  thefe  weftern  parts  of  the  world,  fled  into 
Ireland,  which  for  a  conliderable  time  remained 
to  be  the  nurfery  of  learning  and  learned  men. 
And  that  the  Saxons,  long  after  kheir  conver- 
fion to  Chriftianity,  Retired  to  Ireland  for  this  pur- 
pofe,  we  have  the  teftimony  of  their  antient  and 
moft  aathentick  hiftorian  j  fo  that,  I  think,  'tis  Ecd  iib!  3'. 
no  prefumption  to  fufped,  fhat  as  the    Saxons  *'^**^'*'' 
borrowed  their  learning  from  the  Iri(h,  tliey  might 
for  the  fame  rcafon,  receive  their  characters  and 
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form  of  writing  from  them.  But  'tis  again-  to  be 
doubted,  whether  both  the  Saxons  and  the  Irifli 
did   not   primarily  derive  their  charafters  from 
the  Britain s  :  for  though  the  Britifti  language  be 
now  writ  in  a  different  charadler  from  the  Irifli 
and  Saxon,  yet  upon  antient  Briti(h  monuments 
and  inlcriptions,  m oft  of  the  Saxon  letters,  dif- 
ferent from   the  prefent   Roman  ^phabet,  arc 
plainly  to  be  fccn*     Nor  was  this  chvafter  ori- 
ginally Britifli,  the  fame  being  ufed  in  the  firft 
Pr  Re  n:.  age  of  the  Roman  empire,  if  we  can  lay  any  ftrefs 
r»-p-345-  Qj^  juijus  Cefar's  will  and  teftament,  reprefented 
*  by  Mabillon.  But  farther  yet ;  if  the  Irifti  cha- 
fiidler  be  originally  Saxon,  ihc  Saxons  muft  either 
bring  it  along  with  them  from  Germany,  or  clfe 
they  muft  have  invented  it  after  their  arrival 
and  fettlement  in  Britain  :  if  the  firft,  it  may 
fcem  wonderful,  how  it  came  to  be  quite  loft 
and   forgotten  in  all  parts  of  Germany;  unlefs 
we  can  fuppofe,  that  it  was  liniited  only  to  the 
Saxons,  and  that  they  to  a  man  came  and  fettled 
in  this  ifland  :  for  no  body  can  be  ignorant^  that 
not  only  the  Germans,    but  the  Swedes   and 
Danes  too,  ufe  the  Latin  chara£tsr ;  which,  if 
we  fuppofe  them  to  have  but  lately  borrowed, 
yet  in  all   probability,    their  former  letter  was 
Gothick  or  Ruriick,  to  which  the  Saxon  bears 
no  g;reat  refemblance.     But   if  it  be  faid,  that 
the  Saxons  invented  this  character   after  their 
coming  to  Britain  ;  I  cannot  well  conceive,  why 
they  fliould  put  themfclves  to  fuch  unneceflary 
trouble,  when  with  far  greater  cafe  and  facility 
they  might  copy  and' borrow  from  the  Britains ; 
unlefs  tfie  odium    betwixt   both  nations  made 
them  fcorn  to  ape  and  imitate  an  enemy.  But  be 
it  £b,  that  the  Saxons  invented  this  chara<fler  in 
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Britain  ;  -it  will  follow,  that  they  had  no  letters 
nor  learning  before  they  came  over ;  and  confe- 
quently,  that  thefe  authors  which  Bedc  mentions 
to  have  tranfcribed  Qut  of,  could  not  be  Saxons. 

As  to  the  civil  part  of  the  Britilli  hiftory,  that 
the  tranfa<aions  of  ftate  were  recorded,  and  that 
copies  thereof  came  to  the  hands  of  pofterity,  we 
have  the  exprefs  tcftimony  of  Nennius,  who  flou- 
rlfhed  about  three  hundred  years  after  Gildas, 
For  in  his  preface  to  the  hiftory  of  the  Britains. 
he  openly  declares,  that  he  compofed  his  hiftory, 
Partim  majorum  traditionibus^  partim  fcriptis^ 
partim  etiam  monumentis  veterum  Britannia  inco^ 
larum.  Here  Nennius  fays,  that  he  partly 
extraded  his  hiftory  out  of  the  writings  of  the 
antient  Britains.  And  what  could  thcfe  writings 
be  ?  Certainly,  they  were  not  the  works  of  Gildas, 
the  only  Britifti  author  we  read  of  before  Nennius; 
upon  the  account  that  the  hiftory  of  Nennius 
is  much  larger,  and  far  more  complete  than  that 
of  Gildas ;  this  latter,  beiides  the  names  of  a 
few  Britifti  kings,  having  left  nothing  hiftorical 
to  pofterity ;  the  main,  it  fecm?,  of  his  defign 
being  to  rail,  an4  to  inveigh  againft  his  country, 
to  which  he  had  taken  fomc  difpleafure.  From 
whence  then  elfe  could  Nennius  extrad:  the  ma- 
terials of  his  hiftory  ?  Why,  'tis  reafonable  to 
fuppofe,  that  from  fi>me  Britilh  records,  which 
poflibly .might  be  recovered  fince  the  time  of 
Gildas ;  and  if  then,  why  might  not  more  be 
difcovered  fince  Nennius,  and  that  delivered  to 
Geoffrey  by  the  arch-deacon  of  Oxon,  be  one  ? 

But  befides  that  the  Britains  kept  memorials 
of  their  tranfaftions,  we  may  rationally  giither 
from  the  cooftitution  and  profeflion  of  tlie  bards. 
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Diodorus  Siculus  fays,  oS  to/  J  pr'  'Op^aW  taU 
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linging  to  an  inftrument  like  a  harp,  repeat  tho 
praifes  and  commendations  of  fome,  the  faults 
and  difpraifes  of  others.     And   in  like  manner 

Liii.  15.  Marcellinus ;  Bardi  quidemj'ortia  virorum  illuf- 
txiumfaSla  beroicis  compojita  verjibus^  cum  dulcibus^ 
iyra  modulis  cantltarunt.     And  above  th?   reft 
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Vos  qiioque  qui  fortes  Animas,  belloque  peremptas 
Laudibus  in  longum  vatcs  cmittitis  aevum, 
Plurima  fecuri  fudlAis  Carn:>ina  Bardi. 

But  that  the  Bards  did  not  only  commit  to  me-, 
mory  the  famous  deeds  of  their  princes  and  heroes, 
and  fo  recite  and  repeat  them  upon  occafions  ; 
but  alfo  that  they  wrote  down  and  recorded 
what  they  repeated,  we  have  the  ample  teftimony 
of  Giraldus  Cambrenfis.  .  Hoc  etiam  mihi  notan^ 
^^'^  ^2//w  vidctur^  quod  Bardi  Cantbrenjes^  et  Canta-^ 
tores  feu  recitatoresy  genealogiam  habent  pradic^ 
iorum  principum  in  libris  eorum  antiquis  et  au^ 
thenticisj  fed  tame^i  Cambrice  fcriptam^  eandemque 
memoritcr  tencnt  a  Roderico  magno  ufque  ad  Belinum 
magnum^  et  inde  ufque  ad  Silvium,  Afcanium^  et 
Mneam%  et  cb  JEnea  ufque  ad  Adam,  generationem 
linealiter  producunt . 

Now  that  the  genealogies  here  mentioned  by 
Giraldus,  were  not  only  a  bare  account  of  the 
feveral  defcents  and  fucceffions  of  the  Briti(h 
kings,  but  alfo  fbme  memorials  of  their  lives 
and  adlions,  may  be  eafily  gathered  from  the 
above  faid  manners  and  cuftoms  of  the  Bards. 
And  feeing  thefe  Bards  did  preferve  not  only  in 
memory  but  in  writing  too,  the  lineal  fucceflion, 
and  moft  famous  tranfadions  of  their  kings ;  I 
fee  no  rcafon  why  the  Hiflory  of  Geoffrey  may 
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not,  as  to  a  great  part  of  it,  pretend  to  greater 
authority  than  is  generally  attributed  to  it.  And 
if  it  be  objedcd,  that  the  Bards,  by   a  poetical 
liberty  outdid  the  truth  of  hiftory,  in  the  praifes 
of  thofe  princes  they  were  to  celebrate ;  yet  thus 
far  it  may  reafonably  be  acknowledged,  that  the 
naiinesand  fuccefiion  of  the  fcveral  kings  are  real, 
and  confcquently  that  Geoffrey  could  never  be 
the  invcnter  of  fo  large  a  lift  of  nick-names,  as 
he  is  generally  thought  to  be.  For  it  is  very  pro- 
bable, that  the  hiflory  of  the  Britains  tranflated  by 
Geoffrey,  was  compofed  partly  out  of  thefe  gc* 
nealogies  peculiar  to  the  Bards,  and  partly  out  of 
any  other  records  and  monuments  of  the  Britains  ^ 
both  which  1  have  (hewn  to  have  been  preferved, 
and  ufed  among  them  antiently. 

But  to  defccnd  to  the  particulars  of  this  hiflory, 
the  firft  and  moft  fufpicious  relation,  is  that  of 
the  landing  of  Brute  wiih  a  colony  of  Trojans, 
the  feveral  crofTes  and  encounters  hefuftained  in 
his  voyage  $  and  then  of  this  ifland  receiving 
its  name  from  him.  Should  we  indeed  reflect 
upon  the  particular  circumftances  of  this  ftory, 
we  might  upon  good  reafon  be  fatisfied  of  the 
vanity  and  falfenefs  of  them  }  but  therefore  to 
conclude,  that  becaufe  the  building  is  fufpicious, 
the  foundation  confequently  muft  be  fabulous, 
and  a  perfed:  contrivance;  does,  I  think,  deferve 
fome  better  examination  :  for  if  we  do  but  refledl 
upon  the  contemporary  hiftorics  ofihe  Greeks  and 
Homans,  thofe  more  polite  and  literate  nations, 
we  may  with  equal  pretence  of  reafon  affirm, 
that  there  is  no  foundation  for  any  matter  of  fact 
before  the  Olympids;  or  that  the  relation  of 
iEneas  coming  to  Italy,  and  all  that  hiflQiyj^  to 
the  building  of  Rome,  are  altogether  ^oi^ndlefs 
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and  impertinent,  becaufe  they  are  inteririixt  with 
fables  and  impoflibilitics.  Livy  aflures  us,  that 
all  the  tranfadlions,  before  the  building  of  Rome, 
are  rather  owing  to  poetical  fancy  and  extra- 
vagancies, than  to  any  true  and  certain  matter 
of  faft ;  and  therefore  he  declined  to  give  cither 
his  aflcnt  or  diflcnt,  to  any  thing  related  of  thofo 
rrrfat.  timcs :  ^a  ante  ccnditam  condendamve  Vrbem^ 
poeficis  magis  decora  fahulisy  quam  incerruptis 
rcrum  gefiarum  monumentis  traduntur^  ea  nee 
affirmarey  nee  refellere  in  animo  eft.  And  Plutarch 
goes  farther,  and  tells  us,  that  the  original  and 
etymology  of  Rome,  that  famous  city,  fo  well 
known  afterwards  over  all  the  world,  could  not 
be  agreed  upon  among  the  diverfity  of  authors, 
and  confequently  muft  be  very  obfcure  and  un-^ 

ViuRom.   certain.       TJ  ijAy^  t«^  **P«/u»j   ow/x*  ^  /of»  Ha  *jriilm9 

But  for  all  their  own  hiftorians  do  allow  that 
the  hiftory  of  thofe  times  arc  fabulous  and  un- 
certain ;  yet  there  are  none  that  queftion  the  being 
•  of  ^neas,  and  that  the  Romans  were  defcended 
from  him.  The  like  may  he  urged  for  the  hif- 
tory of  Brutus,  and  the  landing  of  the  Trojans 
in  this  ifland ;  that  though  many  particular  cir^ 
cumflances  arc  fabulous,  and  entirely  poetical, 
yet  it  docs  not  thence  neceflarily  follow,  that  there 
is  no  manner  of  ground  or  foundation  for  fuch  a 
relation.  Neither  is  it  fufficient  convidico»  to 
urge,  that  the  very  being  of  Brute  is  all  a  fidion, 
by  reafon  that  the  Roman  hiftorians  make  no 
mention  of  fuch  a  perfon  to  be  the  fon  of  SiN 
vius ;  becaufe,  that  through  the  whole  Succei&on 
from  iEneas  to  Romulus,,  the  Hiftories  of  thofc 
times  takci  notice.only  of  the  foa  that  was  to  fticr 
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cecd ;  it  being  unreafonablc  to  fuppofe,  that  all 
the  kings  of  Latium  during  that  period,  Hiould 
beget  each  of  them,  but  one  fon.  And  there- 
fore, what  by  the  obfcurity  of  thofe  ages,  and 
what  by  bearing  regard  to  the  line  of  fucceffign, 
many  collateral  princes  efcaped  the  cognizance 
of  future  hiftorians.  Nor  is  it  enough  to  affirm,  ^ 
that  the  hiftory  of  Brute  is  but  lately  known 
and  difcovered  to  the  world  ;  whereas  the  fabu- 
lous* Roman  hiftory  has  been  rccbrded  from  an- 
tiquity; becaufc,  that  though  we  are  not  certain 
that  the  Britifh  hiftory  has  been  handed  down  to 
poftcrity  in  writing;  yet  we  arc  fure,  that  it 
was  an  antient  tradition,  long  before  Geoffrey's 
publifhing  of  it ;  and  one  fhould  think,  that  an 
ancient  national'tradition,  might  require  aftri£ter 
examination,  than  haftily  to  throw  it  afide,  as 
fabulous  and  one  of  no  confequence. 

But  the  queftion  is  not,  whether  the  Britidi 
hiftory,  as  related  by  Geoffrey,  be,  as  to  all 
the  circumftaijces  of  it,  true  and  real  matter  of 
h€t ;  for  that,  no  man,  I  prefume,  can  reafon- 
ably  maintain;  but  whether  there  be  any  ground 
or  foundation  of  truth  couched  under  thcfe  poe- 
tical and  fabulous  narratives.  Now  the  firft 
thing  we  meet  with  in  the  Britifh  hiftory,  is,  an 
account  of  Brutus  his  pedigree,  how  he  was  de- 
fcended  from  the  Trojans,  and  having  acciden- 
tally flain  his  father  Silvius,  how  he  was  forced 
to  flee  into  Greece,  whence,  after  feveral  fcuf- 
fles  with  Pendrafus,  a  petty  prince  of  that  coun- 
try, he  thought  fit  to  retire,  and.  to  fccjc  his  for- 
tune by  fea.  But  he  had  not  wandered  long, 
when  he  met  with  Corinaeus,  with  another  party 
of  defolate  Trojans,  with  whom  having  joined 
his   forces,   he   followed  the  counfel  of  the 
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peribii  had  had  the  opportunity  of  a  free  con* 
verfation  with  the  Britains,  he  would  in  all 
likelihood  have  left  a  large  difcovcry  of  their 
manners  and  cuftoms,  and  given  a  more  perfed: 
defcription  of  Britain ;  which  at  that  time  would 
have  been  a  very  acceptable  performance,  to  all 
the  perfons  of  learning  and  curiofity  in  Rome, 
who  as  yet  had  but  very  ihallow  knowledge  of 
the  ifland.  Or  if  we  fuppofe  that  he  made  the 
ftridbeft  enquiry  about  the  flate  of  the  Britains, 
which  he  might  probably  have  learnt  from 
Mandubratius  the  fon  of  Imanuentius,  king  of 
the  Trinobantes,  who,  for  fear  of  Caffibelan, 
had  come  over  to  him  to  Gaul,  and  fidcd  with 
him  durispg  the  Britith  wars,  it  is  very  poflible 
he  might  be  ignorant  that  the  Britains  were 
defcended  from  the  Trojans,  and  that  to  be  an 
antient  and  a  current  tradition  among  them, 

Tacitus  was  never  in  Britain,  but  from  the 
relation  of  his  father-in-law,  Julius  Agricola, 
and  others,  he  made  a  guefs,  that  from  the  dif- 
ferent (hapes  and  colour,  they  were  defcended 
from  different  nations  ;  fome  from  Germany, 
fome  from  Gaul,  and  others  from  Spain ;  but  yet, 
as  to  the  primitive  Britains,  thofe  who  feemed 
to  be  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  the  ifland,  he 
concludes  after  the  ufual  p^gan  manner,  Britan- 
In  ^tt  niam  qui  mprtales  initio  co/uerint,  indigent  an  ad- 
^^"^  veSfi^  ut  inter  Barbaros  parum  campertum.  The 
Britains,  indeed,  in-  Tacitus^s  time,  were  well 
known  to  the  Romans,  and  confequently  thefe 
Jatter  might  have  been  ealily  inilru£ted,  as  to 
what  knowledge  the  Britains  had  of  their  an- 
tiquity ;  but  it  docs  not  therefore  neceffarily  fol- 
low, that  becaufe  tbis  hidorian  does  not  mention 
any  fuch  tradition,  there  was  none  really  among 
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them ;  becaufe  poffibly  he  might  never  have 
heard  of  it ;  or  if  he  did,  he  might  have  omitted 
infcrting  of  it  in  his  hiftory  :  for  what  he  has  de- 
livered relating  to  the  antiquity  of  the  Britains, 
was  but  contingent  to  his  purpofe,  the  whole 
fcope  of  his  defign  being  to  dcfcribe  the  adlions 
of  his  father-in-law,  during  his  lieutenancy  in 
thus  ifland ;  and  therefore  it  is  not  at  all  won- 
derful, that  he  has  given  but  a  flight  and  an  im- 
pcrfedl  account  of  what  he  never  defigned  to 
make  a  narrow  infpeftion  into.  Befides,  if  we 
fuppofe  him  to  have  made  a  diligent  enquiry  into 
the  matter,  and  to  have  mind  to  know  the  an- 
cient ftate  and  origin  of  the  Britains;  yet  fince 
he  wonted  the  opportunity  of  converfing  with 
them,  having  been  never  in  Britain  ;  and  none 
of  the  Britains  that  we  know  of,  being  at  Rome, 
except  thofe  who  from  their,  youth  were  edu- 
cated there,  and  conefquently  were  in  all  pro-s* 
bability  ignorant  of  the  traditions  of  their  own 
country ;  he  might  very  well  at  fuch  a  diftance 
have  been  never  acquainted  with  fttch  a  national 
tradition,  which  for  all  that,  might  have  been 
current  and  prevailing  among  the  Britaint  them-, 
felves.  As  to  other  Roman  hiftorians,  who  have 
writ  of  the  antiquity  and  primitive  ftate  of  Rome, 
that  they  have  made  no  mention  of  any  fuch  per- 
Ion  as  Brutus  the  fon  of  Sylvius  ;  I  have  already 
obferved,  is  not  of  that  force  as  to  overthrow  this 
tradition,  by  reafon  that,  from  iEneas  down  to 
RomuluSy  there  iS  regard  only  had  to  the  line  of 
fucceffion,and  thofe  only  recorded  who  fiicceedcd 
in  the  throne. 

Let  us  confider  now,  in  the  next  place,  what 
probable  reafons  tnay  be  afligned  to  vindicate  this 
fuppofcd  Trojan  origin  from  an  utter  fidtion;  and 
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\vhether  the  hiftory  of  Brutus  have  any  probable 
depcndance  upon  ferae  real  foundation.  Arid 
not  to  infift  on  the  antiquity  of  this  tradition^ 
nor  the  authority  of  the  Britiih  hiftory  ptibliflied 
by  Geoffrey,  nothing  gives  greater  confirmation 
to  aflert  fome  real  foundation  for  this  fuppofed 
fable,  than  the  near  alliance  and  affinity  betwixt 
the  Britains  and  the  Grecians^  All  learned  meii 
allow  that  the  Greek  was  the  ancient  language 
of  the  Trojans,  and  that  their  cuftoms  were  not 
tnoch  different ;  and  whoever  will  compare  the 
manners,  religion  and  cuftoms  of  t*he  Britains 
with  thofe  of  the  Grecians  will  eafily  difeovei' 
a  palpable  conformity  betwixt  both  nations,  but 
more  eipecially  in  the  language ;  in  which,  as 
Mr.  Camden  fays,  Maximum  eft  difputationis  fir* 
tnamentum  et  certijjimum  originis  gentium  argu-^ 
mentum.  ^i  enim  (as  he  goes  on)  lingua  Joci^ 
etata  conjunSlifufit^  originis  etiam  communionefu^ 
jffe  conjunSios^  homo  opinor  nemo  inficiabitur* 

I  fhall  not  at  prefent  trouble  the  reader  with 
&  particular  enumeration  of  that  affinity ;  but 
will  refer  him  to  Sir  John*  Price's  Defenfio  Hi^ 
Jioria  Britannica^  and  Mr,  Sheringham's  treatift 
De  Gentis  Anghrum  Origine.  Now,  fitice  there: 
is  fuch  dcmonftrablc  affinity  betwixt  the  Bri- 
tains and  the  Grecians  in  all  thefe  refpedts ;  we 
muft  either  fuppofe,  with  Mr*  Camden,  that 
they  are  of  the  fame  origin,  at  leaft  that  a  colony 
of  either  Greeks  or  Trojans  came  over  to  this 
ifland  ;  or  elfe,  that  the  Britains  had  correfpon- 
dence,  traffick  and  communication  with  the 
Grecians.  Now,  that  the  Grecians  had  no  know- 
ledge of  the  Britains  till  very  late,  may  be  ga- 
thered from  hence,  that  even  the  name  of  Bri- 
tain is  not  fo  mpch  as  mentioned  by  any  Greeli 
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author  before  Polybius,  who  lived  lefs  than  tWd 
hundred  ye^rs  before  the  Roman  invafion,  and  by 
him  but  juft  named,  as  betokening  a  very  remote 
iind  di(iant  country,  wherein  indeed  it  was  re- 
ported that  there  was  plenty  of  tin.     Nay,  Bri- 
tain was  fo  far  unknown  to  the  eaftern  parts  of 
the  world,  long  after  this,  that  even  Caefar  him- 
felf,  when  he  intended  an  invafion,  was  perfcdlly 
ignorant  of  the  ftate  of  the  ifland;  and  tho'  he  . 
rhadc  what  enquiry  he  could  of  the  Britifti  mer-  . 
chants  in  Gaul,  yet  for  all  that,  he  fays  himfelf, 
Neqi  quanta  ejfet  infula  magnitudo,  neq\  quce  aut  ^^^  ^^^^ 
quanta  nationes  incolerent^  neq\  qjiem  ufum  belli  ba--  Lib.' 4. 
berent^  aut  quibus  inftitutis  uterentur^  neq;  qui  ef- 
fent  ad  majorum  navium  idonei  portus  feperire  po^ 
terat :  and  therefore  he  was  forced  to  lend  Caiua 
Volu^cnus  before  him  to  fearch  into  the  ftate  and 
condition  of  the  ifland.     Such  ftrangers  were  the 
Romans  at  this  time  teethe  ifle  of  Britain.    And 
can  it  be  fuppofed,  that  the  Grecians  had  a  bet- 
ter knowledge  of  it,  finre,  in  all  probability,  i£ 
they  had  had  a  commerce  with  the  Britaiqs,  the 
Romans,  who  were  mafters  of  the  fea  long  be- 
fore this,  would  have  quickly  difcovered  their 
merchandizing ;    which,  if  as  profitable  as  is 
imagined,  they  were  no  fuch  enemies  to  gain 
but  they  would  (hare  in  the  booty.     At  Icaft, 
had  the  Grecians  had  any  correfpondcncc  with 
the  Britains,  the  Romans  would  in  all  proba- 
bility have  known  it,   and  confequcntly  they 
muft   needs  have  received  better  intelligence  of 
the  Ifland  than  what  they  feem  to  have  had  at 
Ca:far*s  landing.      But  Dion  CafHus  feems  to 
put  this  matter  out  of  difpute,  and  gives  us  a 
very   plain   account   of    what   knowledge   the 
Greeks  and  Romans  had  of  this  ifland,  which 
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Lib.  39.    I  will  fet  down  in  the  Latin  tranflation,  Prlmis 
Gracorum  Romanorum^ue  ne  'ejfe  quidem  Britan-- 
niam  compertum  fuity  pojlerieres'  in  contrpverjiam 
<idduxerunty    contlnens  ea  ierrdy    an  'ver%  'injula 
efjet :  muliaque  d'e  utra^ue  opinione  'cohfcrfptajunt 
ab  its  J  [qui  certi  quidem  nil  noveranf  (^iiippe  qui 
nee  vidWenfl  nee  ah  indigents  ^ualiJ  ejfei'ac^dhijent) 
fed  eonjeSttms  iantunty^  quant wn'vel  otii  vetjiudii 
Jingulis  aderai  uterenturl     An 4  the  an  Hen t  poet, 
in  Euftathius  upon  Diohyfius^  reckoning  Up  the 
grcateli  iflands  of  the  world  iii  his  iime;'iiiakes 
no  mention  of  "Britain,  which*  fiiews  it  was  not 
then  known.     And  that  Britalh  was  the  aqtlent 
Cafliterldes  of  the  Grecians,'*  Irgm  whencd  they 
received  their. tin, , is  ahooether  uncertdinj  for 
Herodotus,  making  mention' of  tho'fc  iflarfds  of 
Cafliterldes,  fairly  declares  he  knew  not  where 
they  were;  whicn  cannot  weH  be  fuppofed,  if 
the  Grecian  merchants' traded  thither  in  his 
time  J  it  being  rational  to  imagine  that,  in  tteat- 
ing  of  any  country,    fuch  a  learned  Kif\<jrian 
would  endeavour  to  get  the  beft  intelligence  he 
poflibly  could;  and  learnipg  being  at  thc^high- 
cft  pitch  in  dreece   at  this  time,    it  is^Ve'ry 
Urange  we  had  not  a  better  .Account  b'f  ^thig 
ifland,  which  is  fuppofed  to  be  fo  well  jinown 
to  thofe^ho  had  a  conftant  traffick  her6.    'But 
indeed,  all  authors  who  have  mentioned  thefc 
Caffiterides  do  not '  feera  to  have  knowh  Where 
they   were   fituated,    only    Dionyfius,    in    his 
T«p/iffif«<,    makes   them  plainly  to  be  the  -fame 
with  the  Hefperides,  thofe  lllands  lying  in  the 
Atlantick    Ocean,'  far  enough    from    Hritlin, 
concerning  which  the  poets  have  invented  fo 
many  fables. 
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But  admitting  the  Grecians  to  have  been  ig- 
norant of  atiy  fuch  place  as  Britain^,  and  that 
there  never  was  any  traific  or  communication 
betwixt. thefe  two  nations;  yet  fincc  the  Gauls 
fpoke  Greeks  it  is  not  very  improbable  but  that 
the  Britains  might  borrow  from  them.  That 
the  Gauls  ufed  the  Greek  tongue,  we  have  the 
teilimony  of  Cafar  ;  and  it  is  very  certain,  that 
all  the  Grecian  learning  ilourifhed  at  Marfeils^ 
which  was  an  ancient  and  and  famous  univerfity^ 
and  is  very  much  celebrated  by  all  almod,  both 
Greek  and  Latin  writers.  And  by  this  means, 
it  may  be  reafonably  concluded,  how  the  BritiOi 
and  Gaulifh  Druids  became  acquainted  with  the 
Grecian  philofophy,  which  being  as  to  all  the 
different  feds  and  opinions  of  it,  taught  at  Mar-  ^ 
fells,  the  Druids  more ,  particularly  adhered  to 
the  Pythagorean,  to  which  the  Druid  philofo- 
phy bears  a  very  near  refemblance,  both  as  to 
the  dodlrine  of  the  Mer^/A^o^^^,  or  the  tranf- 
migration  of  the  foul,  and  the  reft  of  their  my- 
ftical  Cabala,  which  they  fo  fupcrftitioufly  kept 
fecret  and  clofe  from  the  people. 

But  in  oppofition  to  this,  it  may  be  with 
greater  certainty  urged,  that  neither  the  Gaulifli 
nor  Britifh  Druids  had  any  correfpondence  with 
the  Grecians,  and  cooifequently  could  not  bor- 
row their  philofophical  myfteries  from  them. 
For  if  Csefar  may  be  believed.  The  art  and 
learning  of  the  Druids  was  firft  found  out  iuLibvi. 
Britain,  and  from  thence  is  thought  to  be 
brought  into  Gaul ;  and  at  this  time,  as  he  goes 
Oft,  {uch  as  will  attain  to  the  perfcdt  knowledge 
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of  that  'difcipline,  do  for  the  moft  part  travel 
thither  td  learn  it.  Now  if  this  be  true,  that 
the  Britilli  Druids  were  the  inventors  of  this 
kind  of  learning,  and  that  the  Gauls  came  over 
hither  to  be  inftruftcd  in  the  way  and  method 
of  it ;  I  can  fee  no  reafon,  why  they  fhould 
•have  any  communication  with  the  Grecian  aca^ 
demy  at  Marfcils^  much  lefs  that  they  borrowed 
it  from  the  difciples  of  Pythagoras^- efpecially 
iince  they  accounted  theiir  myfteries  fo  {acred> 
that  they  would  comtnunicate-  them  to  none, 
-befides  thofc  of  their  own  order.  Kay,  it^may 
<be  better  queilioned,  whether  Drmdifei  bctiot 
inuch  antienter  than  Pythagoras,'  and  antecedent 
to  that  ara,  when  the  Grecians  ,bega0  to  phild*- 
*fophife.  And  for  the  fiinaiercdfony  that,  f the 
Druids  of  Britain  did  not  derive  their  pihilefophy 
from  Marfeils,  it  will  follow,  thut  they  cowld 
not  borrow  their  language*;  for  if  we  fuppofe, 
which  is  the  moft  we  can,  that  the  Gatdst  b^ 
*lbme  communication  with  tiiofe  Grecians, -and 
upon  that  account  that  their  language  was  in 
fome  meafure  mingled  with  the  G^ek  j-ytit  in 
iheir  travel  to  Britain,  they  caipe  not  »  com- 
iBunicate,  but  to  borrow;  and  it  is  hot7li|tcly 
that  the  Britains  fhould  be  effcfted  wJth-til^ 
language  of  thofe  who  came  to  learn'  of » them^ 
Beiides,  of  all  the  number  of  Gauliih  ,vfords 
colledlcd  by  Cambdcn,  whidi  agrcfc  with -the 
Briti(h,  few  or  none  feem  to  be  of -Greek  t4ert- 
nation;  fo  it  is  highly  improbabk,  as  firsts  (we 
can  fee  into  this  matter,  that  the  Gauh-^osild 
ever  communicate  the  Greek  tongue  to  <tire(Bri« 
tains.  And  therefore,  fince  this  difficulty  can- 
not be  removed  by  any  other  way,  4t  is  notiuh- 
reafonable  to  fufpe£t,  that  there  is  fbme  real 
foundation  lodged  in  the  ruins  of  the  ftory  of 
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Brutus^  and  that  the  truth  is  disfigured  by  the 
boundlefs  acceffion  of  poetical  invention. 

I  ihould  tire  rhcireader^  and  exceed  the  juft 
bounds  of  wh^t  I  at  firft  propofbd,  if  I  (hould 
take  a  particotar  tiew  of  the  Brkifli  hiftory» 
publiQied  by  Geoffirey^  and  thenrfore  I  £hall 
now  only  tifce  'notice  of  the  life  of  King  Cad- 
walader^  where  the  htftory  of  Wales  begins, 
€md  where  a-palpable  miftake^  I  may  call  it  for^ 
gery>  has  bran  coouniteed  tgr  one  fide  or  ano- 
ther. For  the  very  fame  things^  which  the 
BritiOi  fai^ory  :reltte  of  Cadwalsuler^  the  Saxon 
writers  attribd^  to  Cead  walk  King  of  the  Weft 
Saixons^  how  he  was  driven  by  a  nmine  out  of 
his  dofAiniortSy  came  afterwards  to  Rome^  and 
was  leceiv^dby  Pope  Sergius;with  other  particu^ 
lars  here  tootediotts  to  relate.  .  But  that  which 
Yeemsto  charge  the  fault  mpon  Geoffrey,  or  who- 
ever elfe  was  thfe  kuthor  of  the  Briti(h  hiflory^  is, 
that  Bede  an  author  of  eftafaiiffaed  credit,  and 
one  who  lived  near  thofe  times^  fays  that  it  was 
the  Weft  Saxon  King  Ceadwaila  that  went  to 
Rome  in  Pope  Sergius's  time«  But  then  on 
the  other  fide^  it  is  hardly  conceivable,  fuppof^ 
ing  the  Britxih  hiftory  a  perfect  contrivance, 
that  Geoffrey  or  any  other  ihould  be  fo  grody 
over-feen;  asr  to  borrow  the  tmnfadlion  of  a  real 
king,  and  one  fo  well  known,  to  make  up  the 
life  of  a  fiditious  one  cotemporary  with  him« 
.Bedels  reputation  was  too  firm,  to  be  (haken  by 
an  upf^art  hiflory,  and  therefore  it  cannot  well 
be  fuppofcd  that  the  author  of  the  Britifh  hif- 
tory  was  fo  unwary^  in  cafe  he  deigned  a  cheat, 
as  to  let  himfelf  open  to  fi>  eafy  a  detedion  of 
forgery.  All  then  that  can  be  faid,  is,  that  the 
agreeablenefs  of  the  names  and  time  that  thefe 
two  princes  lived  in,  and  poifibly  their  both 
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going  to  Rome,  which  wias  not  unufual  in  thofb 
daysy  might  without  any  defign  of  putting  apoii 
the  world,  make  a  confufion  in  their  hiftories. 
But  whether  the  life  of  Cadwakder  be  a  fable, 
the  reader  is  at  his  own  liberty  to  judge  ;  it  bc-^ 
ing  prefixed  to  the  hiftory  of  Wales^  not  as  it  is 
more  authentic,  or  any  way  of  greater  certainty 
than  the  reft  of  Geoffrey's  hiftory,  bat  only  be- 
caufe  the  author^  Caradoc  of  Lhangarfan^  be« 
ganhis  continuance  of  the Briti/h  hiftory  with  it. 
This  Caradoc  of  Lhangarfan,  an  author  of 
undoubted  integrity,  was  cotemporary  with 
Geoffrey,  who  taking  his  rife  fiora  the  place 
where  the  Britifh  hiftory  concluded,  made  a 
continuation  of  it  through  the  ^  reigns  of  feveral 
of  the  princes  of  Wales,  till  the  year  1 1 57,  about 
which  time  he  flourifhed;  After  him,  all  things 
of  moment  that  happened  in  Wales,  were  kept 
and  recorded  in  the  abbiesof  Conwey  in  North- 
Wales,  and  Yftratflur  in  South- Wales,  whct-e 
the  princes  and  noblemen  of  Wales  were  buried^ 
as  appears  by  the  teftimony  of  Gutryn  Owen, 
who  lived  in  the  time  of  Edward  IV*  and  writ 
the  moft  exa<a  and  perfeft  copy  of  the  fame.  All 
the  moft  notable  occurrences  being  thus  regif- 
tered  in  thefe  abbies,  were  moft  g<»ierallyjCQiaQ^ 
pared  together  every  third  year>  when  i  the 
Beirdh  or  Bards  belonging  to  thefe  two  houfes 
went  their  ordinary  vifitations,  which  waS  called 
Clera.  And  this  continued  until  the  year  f  27^, 
a  little  before  the  death  of  the  laft  Prince  Lhe- 
welyn,  who  was  flain  at  Buelht«  Humphrdy 
Lloyd,  Gent,  who  flouri(hed  in  the  reign,  ^f 
Henry  VIIL  and  one  greatly  fkilled  in  the.Bfi- 
tifh  antiquities,  continued  this  hiftory  tatthe 
death  of  Prince  Lhcwelyn  ;  and  afterwards  hav- 
ing tranflated  the  whole  into  Bngliih  language, 
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had  defigned  to  commit  it  to  the  prefs.    But  his 
death  prevented  what  he  purpofed,  and  flopped 
the  publication  ofithis  hiftory  foralongtimeafter^ 
until  £>avi<i  PoweU  D.  EH  in  the  time  of  Queen 
Elizabeth^  having  met  with  Humphrey  Lloyd's* 
tranQatioo>  colleifi&d  what  he  could  out  of  EngliHi 
hiftoriaDS^  which  he  added  by  way  of  annotations, 
and  fo  publiihed  it  in  the  year  1584.  This  being 
the  Mt  faiAory  of  the  princes  of  Wales,  and  the 
only  edition  of  jBl^M  hiftory»  I  v^as  moved  to  pre- 
pane  it  for  anoljb^  UnpnGton^  by  a  new  modell- 
io^the  langnfigeft  maKmg  the  body  of  the  hiilory 
lAtioe^  ifitbotit  troubling  th^  rwder  to  fee  the 
fame  things  by  wjay  of  annotation.  Dr.  Powel's 
jiQtes  .being  fbr  the  greateft  part  but  a  repetition 
G£tiie  fame  matter  of  fa£t  outof  (he  Englilh  hif- 
^iatas,  jwith  whatiDther  icnprovements  could  be 
spadeii.    The  additions  which  I  made  to  the  for- 
mer) hiftory,  1  chiefly  took  out  of  the  notes  of 
that  4ate  great  antiquarian  Mr.  Robert  Vaughan 
oBHcogwrt;  by  whofe  help  alfplhavecorrcdled, 
fuppOed,    and  continued  the  chronology.     Sir 
'  Ft>hiijPrice's  dcfcription  of  Wales  will  pretty  well 
ailfwfir.the  geographical  p^rt  of  this  hiflory,  till 
^gjfliaH  be  able  to  recover  and  fix  feveral  of  thofc 
pbjoe^kviiore  names  are  only  l^^ft  to  us  at  prefent^ 
.^icbfWe  have  great  hopes,  will  be  fuccefsfully 
pta&LG^d^  by  die  unwearied  labours  of  my  inge- 
ijDl6ufiiriend  Mr.  Edward Lhwyd,  in  his  intended 
^yntdogtcil  Didionary.    I  have  added  by  v^ay 
-efla|)pondJt,^hfe  feveral  records  belonging  to  this 
'biflqi|i^  !iEi;nd  ch^fe  ratber  to.infert  the  articles  of 
-(pcac^etwixtPrioceLhewdyn  and  John  Pcckani 
A&irf»(hp|Jk«ifiCipPterbury>  iniihe  original,  with 
;'ifaf«iri^ilh*reftfirtQ*:jjhan  toinfert  all  thegriev- 
andosiiwti^' the  Welch  then  made  in  the  Engliih 
language,    which  do  not  fo  handfomely  bear  a 
tranilation*  ^3  ^ 


DESCRIPTION 

OF* 

CAMBRIA^ 

KOWCALLED 

WALE      S. 

Drawn  firft  by  Sir  John  Price,  Knight,  an4 
afterward  augmented  and  made  perfed  by 
Hamphry  Lloyd,  Gentleman. 

THE  three  fons  of  Brutus  havipg  divided  the 
whole  ifle  of  Britain  into  three  parts ;  that  part 
contained  within  the  French  feas,  with  the  rivers  o£ 
Severn  (called  in  Britiih,  Hafren)  Dee  and  Humber, 
fell  to  the  eldeft  Ibn  Locrinus,  which  was  after  hiai 
name  called  Lhoyger,   which  name  it  hath  in  the 
Britifh  tongue  to  this  day,  and  in  Englifh  now  it  is 
called  England^  and  is  augmented  northward  to  the 
.  river  Tweed.    The  fecond  ion  Albanadxis,  had  all 
^    the  land  northward  from  Hmnber  to  the  fea  Orkney, 
called  in  the  Britifh  tongue  Mor  Werydh,  and  in  the 
Ladn  Mare  Caledonicum.    The  third  fon  Camber  had 
to  his  part,  all  that  which  remained  undivided,  lyipg 
within  the  Spaniih  and  Irifli  feas,  and  feparated  from 
England,  with  the  rivers  Severn  and  Dec ;  and  this 
ObbMs.   part  was  after  his  name  called  Cambria,  and  the  inha* 
bitants  thereof  Cambryi  and  th^  language  Canibe« 
raec,  and  fo  they  are  at  this^day.    So  thatdi^y  have 
kept  the  lame  country  and  language  this  2700  and 
odd  years^  without  commixtion  with  any  other  nation, 
r  efpccially 
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efpecUlly  ia  NorthrWales,  as  it  Ihall  hereafter  ap- 
pear* 

And  becauie  the  name  of  this  country  is  changed,  or 
1-ather  miftaken  by  the  inhabitants  of  England,  and 
not  by  them  called  Cambry,  but  Wales  :  I  think  it  ne- 
ceffary  to  declare  the  occafion  thereof,  which  is,  that 
where  the  SaxoQS  a  people  of  Germany  were  the  firft 
that  after  the  Britains  inhabited  and  ruled  the  greateft 
part  of  this  ifle,  and  drove  the  Britains  to  that  comer, 
which  according  to  the  nianner  of  their  country  they 
called  Wales,  and  the  people  Welch-men,  and  the 
tongue  Welch,  that  is  to  fay.  Strange,  or  not  of  them 
underftood.     For  at  this  day  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Low  Countries  call  their  next  neighbours  language  of 
Hen^aw,   or  other  that  fpcak  French,  WaWh,   as 
a  language  to  them  unknown.    Likewife  the  dwellers 
of  TyroU  and  other  the  higher  countries  of  Germany 
do  name  the  Italian  their  next  ndghbour  a  Welch- 
man,  and  bis  language  Welih.     And  this  is  an  evi- 
dent proof,  that  Aey  which  harped  upon  a  Queen 
Gwalaes,  and  of  a  Prince  Wafe  (of  whom  neitherferi- 
tifli,  Latin,  nor  Engliih  maketh  mention)  were  foully 
deceived ;  and  fo  likewife  was  a  great  hifloriographer 
of  late  days,  which  faith,  that  ^  it  was  called  Wallia, 
quafi  Italia,  becaufe  the  reft  of  the  Romans  which  re- 
mained in  die  iile  were  driven  thither.    Neither  is  this 
any  new  invention,  although  Polydore  Virgil  with  an 
Itsdian  brag  doth  glorify  himfelf  to  be  the  ScA  that  ef- 
pied  it  out,  for  divers  antient  writers  do  alledge  the 
fame  cauie  of  the  name  of  Wales,  of  whom  SVlveftcr 
Giraldus  is  one,  who  wrote  in  the  time  of  Henry  the 
fccond^  after  the  conqueft,  before  380  years  pafled ; 
which  is  an  evident  token,  that  the  faid  Polydore  did 
cither  never  fee  nor  read  the  antient  hiftories  of  this 
realm,  or  diflembleth  the  fame  to  the  advancement 
and  prsufe  of  hinifelf  and  his  country ;  which  to  the 
learned  and  indififerent  reader  fliall  appear  to  be  the 
only  occafion  he  took  that  work  in  hand,  for  all  his 
book  redoundeth  only  to  the  praife  and  honour  of  the 
Romans^  as  well  ipiritual  as  temporal,  and  to  bkfe 
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fortheir^ads  am!^'dee<b  t^itWrt  ^hls-'fiJUlmt-^aH^'upon 
the  othief*part^d6th'^hh«--opei34j^r*lfemlcr>  or -elfoipfi- 
vily  (-rienuuate,-  o^-^mdy  defty'tife^h^Ytfel  prowafs 
and  noble  a<aSi-ai'w^ll;bf-Siax6tts,  Daiit*s>  and  Nor- 
,  mans,  afr  <rf  the .  Bntams/ aB  ihhlbkere  of  thia  ille. 
Which"  thing  he  that  lift  to  prove^  ;let  him  read  and 
confer    CffifafrV*  Commentaries,    Cornelius    Tacitus, 

'  Herodianus,  and  othfer  rfntient  writel^s,  as  well  in  La-, 
tin  as  in  Greek,  Wkhhi^wofkt  -A»  for  the  ancient 
writers  of  the  Britiflt  hiftory,  as  the  Britiih  chronicle, 
the  hiftory  of  Gildas,  Ponticus  Verunnius,  yea- the 
golden  work  of  Matthew  Paris,  morifc  of  §t.  Alban, 
which  wrote  from  WllKam  Baftard^to  the  laft  years  of 
Henry  the  third;  I  dare  Well  (ay'henever  few  thefti^ 
they  be  in  divers  placds  to  be  had,  fo  that  the  truth 
may  be  eafily  proved;  •  To  make  an  «nd  I  fay,  that  he 

•  being  firft  a  ftranger  born,  and  alfo  ignorafit  as^  well  in 
the  hiftories  of  thife  realm,  as  of  thofe  tongues  aind 
languages  wherein  the  fame  were  written, .  could  never 
fet  forth  the  tnie  and  peifed  chronicle  of  the  ^me. 
But  he  having  a  g6od  grace,  and  a  pleafant  ftile-in 
the  Latin  tongue,  and  feeling  himfelf  in  a  country 
where  every  man  either  4acked  knowledge  or  fpirit  to 
fet  forth  die  hiftory  of  their  own  country,  took  this 
cnterprife  in  hand,  to  dieir  great  ftiame,  and  nolefsdif- 
praife,  becaufe  he  a  blind  leader  fliall  draw  a  great 
number  of  undifcreet  and  rafh  followers,  as  well  geo- 
graphers and  cofmographers,  j^s  chroniclerls  and^biifo- 
riographers,  to  the  dark  pit- of  ignoranoe,  whem*  I 
leave  them  at  this  time,  remitting  the  re^r  «>  the 
apology  of  Sir  John  Price,  Knt.  and  his  Britiih  hiftdf}^, 
written  'by  him  of  purpofe,  againft  the  cnvioas  tepotts, 
and  fianderous  taints  of  the  faid  Poly dore,- >i»here 
he  fhall-  fee  a  great  number  of  his  errors  ^ofiifuted 
at  large.  And  to  return  to  my  former  matt^ir  oft  die 
name  of  Wdles,-  v/hkh  name  to  be  .given  of  1  late^by  a 
ftrarige  natioftiriay  b6' otfierwifc  pfov^VrforJfhc^'t^^eldh- 
'rfien  tftemfelvtes-  do  not  linde^ftarid  what  ehfifo^^btds 
Wales  iartd  Wfeti:*h  do  iJgri4fy,^ttW  louw  Jiipcdier 
name  of  their  country  or -theinftlVes  bdt  Gambry^*|ior 

of 
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of  their  language  but  Cambraec,  which  ig  as  much  a? 
to  fay,  as  Camber's  language  or  fpeech.  So  likewife  they  . 
know  not  wbiat  England  or  Engiiih  meaneth,  but  com- 
monly they  Qz^  i5e  country  Lboyger,   the  Englifli. 
men,  Soiibn^  and  th^  Engliih  tongue,  Saifonaec.  Wiiich  a  LocriiM. 
is  an  evidijnc  token  that  this  is  the  fame  language  ^*^^*: 
which  the  Britains  fpake  at.  the.  beginning ;    for  the 
works  of  Merdhyp  and  of  Talieflin,  who  wrote  above 
looo  years  peft,  are  almoft  the,  fame  worda  which  they 
ijfe  at  this  day,  or  at  the  leali  eafy  to  be  underftood  of 
every   pne    which    kooweth    perfcftly    the    Welch 
tongue,  ^fpecially  in  North  Wales. 

Bciide  this,  where  at  this  day,  there  do  remaia 
three  remnants  of  the  Britainsi  divided  .  every  one 
from  other  with  the  feas,  which  are  ip  Wales,  Cora'' 
wall  (called  ^in  •  Gntiih  Cerniw)  and  little  Britain, 
yet  almoft. all  the.  particular  words  of  thefe  three 
people  are  all  one,  although  in  pronunciation  and 
writing  of  the  fentenccs  they  differ  fomewhat,  which 
i^  no  marvel,  feeing  that  the  pronunciation  in  one 
rjealm  i^  often  fo  diverfe,  that  the  one  can  fcarcc 
underftand  the  other.  But  it  is  rather  a  wonder,  that 
the  Weichn^en  being  feparatcd  from  the  Cornilh^  well 
nigh  thefe  900  years,  and  the  Britains  from  either 
of  them  390  years  before  that,  and  having  fmall 
tjraffic  or  coi^courfe  together  fince  that  time,  have 
fiill  kept  their  own  Britifh  tongue.  They  are  not 
therefore  .to  be  credited,  which  deny  the  Welch  to  be 
the  old  Britilh  tongue.  And  hpr^  I  cannot  pals  over 
what  OM  of  thele  fine  Chronicler's  wrote  of  late,  of 
the .  name  of  Britain, '  MErming  that  it  fhould  be  fo 
called  ^f  Britanie  in  Frai)ce,  as  the  elder  of  that 
nanae..  But  furely  he  had  either  never  feen  ftolomy 
nor  iCasfar,  nor  any  other  antient  writer,  or  read  them 
.  lyith  ifoftll  judgment,  and  memory.  JFpr  there  he 
.  miglit:h^ve  learned,  that  when  this  laiidywas  called 

BHtiifn,  the  other  was  called  Armorica,  ,aiid  hp\v  inRoK  c^-- 
.  JKiaaci^Rtt^'sucne,;  Con^n  Meriadoc  was  thje-firft  fhatp^^'J;"  ^• 
.  'gave^'i ill  that,  n^me, .  and  inhabited.  ;t  with  Britains 
«iu^-/>fithi$  ifle..    Other  derivations  of  thefe  words, 
I  '  Britanpia 


iv         The  OESCRIPT'fdN  w  WALES. 

Britannia  atid  Albion,  out  of  Greek  and  Latin,  I  am 

afliamed  to^  rehearfe;    for  unto  fuch  errors  da  thejr 

commonly  fall,  that  either  puffed  up  with  vain-glory 

of  their  own  wits,  or  pinched  with  defpite  and  envy 

.at  other  men's  works,   or  blinded  with  ignorance, .  do 

go  about  to  write  and  fet  forth  any  hiftory  or  chro^ 

the  meras  ^^^^^^    But  paffing  over  this  matter  until  another  time, 

«nd  bounds  I  will  return  to  the  defcriptioh  of  Wales,  which  (as 

of  Wales.  J  f^jj^  ^gg  Qf  qIjJ  ^{^^  compafled  almoft  about  with 

the  Irifli  feas,  and  the  rivers  Dee  and  Severn,  ial- 
though  afterwards  the  Saxons  won  by  force  from  the 
Britains  all  the, plain  and  champion  country  over  the* 
rivers,  and  fpecially  OfFa  King  of  Mercja,  who  made 
a  ditch  of  great  breadth  and  depth,  to  be  a  mear  bcr 
twixt  his  kingdom  and  Wales,  which  ditch  began  at 
the  river  Dee,  by  BafliQgwerk,  between  -Chefter  and 
Ruthlan,  and  ran  along  the  hills  fides  to  the  South 
fea,  a  little  below  Briftol,  reaching  above  a  liundred 
miles  in- length,  and  is  in  many  places  to  be  feen  at 
this  day,  bearing  the  name  of  Clawdh  Offa,  that  is 
to  fay,  OfFa's  ditch,  and  the  country  between  it  an<i 
England  is  commonly  called  in  Welch,  Y  Mars,  air 
though  the^eateft  part  of  it  be  now  inhabited  by 
Welchmen,  namely  in  North  Wales,  which  yet 
keepeth  the  anrient  limits  to  the  river  Dee,  and  in 
fome  places  over  it.  '  Other  (as  Sylvcfter  GiraWus) 
make  the  river  Wy,  called  in  Welch  Gwy,  to  be 
the  mear  bfetween  Eftgland  and  Wales,  on  the  fouth 
part,  called  South  Wales,  who  meafureth  the  breadth 
of  Wales,  from  Salow  or  Willoweford,  called  Rhyd 
yr  helig  upon  Wy,  to  St,  David's  in  Menevia  loo 
miles,  and  the  length  from  Cacrlheon  upon  Yfc  ip 
Gwentland,  to  Holyhead,  called  Caergybi  in  Angle- 
fey,  in  Welch,  called  M6n,  above  lOO  miles,  and 
thefe  be  the  common  mfears  at  this  day,  although  the 
Welch  tongue  is  commonly  lifed  '  and  fppken  in 
England,  beyond  thefe  old  mears  a  great  way,  as  in 
Herefordfhhre,  Gloucefterlhire,  and  a  part  of  Shrop- 
ihite.  And  thus  for  the  general  dcfcription  of  Wales, 
which  afterward,  about  the  year  of  Chrift  870.    Ro- 

a  dciicus 
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dericus  Magnus,  King  of  Wales,  divided  into  three 
territories  which  they  called  kingdoms,  which  remain- 
ed until  of  late  days, 

Thcfe  three :  were  Gwynedh,  in  Engliih  North 
Wales,  Dcheubarth,  in  Engliih  South  Wales,  and 
Powys  Land ;  in  every  of  the  which  he  ordained  a 
princely  feat  or  court  for  the  prince  to  remain  at,  moft 
commonly;  as  in-Gwynedh  (which  fome  old  writers 
call  Venedotia  for  Gwynethia)  Aberffraw  in  the  iflc  of  Abeiffww; 
M&i  or  Anglefey.  In  Deheubarth,  called  in  Latin 
Demeda,  Caermardyn,  from  whence  it  was  afterward 
removed  to  Dynefowr,  eight  miles  thence.  In  Powys,  Dyncfowc 
Pengwem,  calkd  Y  Mwythic,  and  in  Engliih  Shrewf- 
bury,  from  whence  it  was  removed  to  Mathrafal  in  M«thnUi« 
Powys  Land,  And  becaufe  this  hiftory  doth  as  well 
treat  of  wars  betwixt  thefe  three  provinces,  as  betwixt 
them  and  the  Saxons,  Normans  and  Flemings,  I  think 
it  good  to  (et  forth  the  particular  defcription  of  every 
part  by  itfclf.  And  firft  of  North  Wales  as  theNoi^ 
chiefeft  part^  which  he  gave  his  eldeft  fon,  ordaining 
that  either  of  the  other  two  fhould  pay  him  yearly 
2ool.  of  tribute,  as  it  appeareth  in  the  laws  of  Howel 
Dha,  which  are  to  be  had  in  Welch,  and  alfo  in  Latin, 
Therefore  Gwynedh  (called  North  Wales)  had  upon 
the  north  fide  the  Sea,  from  the  river  Dee  at  Bafing- 
werke  to  Aberdyfi,  and  upon  the  Weft  and  South 
Weft  the  river  Dyfi,  which  divideth  it  from  South 
Wales,  and  in  fome  places  from  Powys  Land,  And 
on  tbe  Soqth  and  Eaft,  it  is  divided  from  Powys, 
foiQedm^s  with  mountains,  and  fometimes  with  rivers, 
till  it^come  to  the  river  Dee  again.  This  land  was  of 
old  time  divided  to  four  parts,  of  which  the  chiefeft 
wasj-Mdn,  in  Engliih  called  Anglefey,  where  the  Moa; 
prix^^s  chief  houfe  was  at  Aberfflaw,  which  is  an 
iflaod  feparated  from  the  main  land,  with  an  arm  of 
th?;jfea^  called  Magnai,  and  had  in  itfelf  three  cantreds 
or^t^updreds,  which  were  fubdivided  to  fix  comots, 
as  ca^tref  Aberffraw  to  comot  Lhion;  and  comot 
MdSbJtx2iffthf  cantref  Cemais,  to  the  comots  Talibolion 
and  Twr  Celyn ;  cantref  Roffyr  to  the  comots  Tyn- 

dacthwy 
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daetbwy  and  Mxnai.  And  at  this  day  there  is  a  fine 
town  in  that  iile  called  Bewmoris,  and  a  common  paf- 
fege  to  Ireland  at  Caergybi,  called  in  Englifli  Holy- 
bead.  But  here  I  cannot  wink  at  that  notable  error  of 
Polydore^  which  (after  his:  accuftomed  faihion)  de- 
iiiedi  this  iile  to  be  called  Mdna^  but  Anglefia,  or 
Anglorum  Iniulay  becaufe  it  is  called  in  £ngliih 
Angkfey,  and  gives  .this^nameMfina  to  Man,  and  fo 
hath  loft  the  names  of  both  ifles.:  which  ignoraneo 
and  forgetfulne&  m^ht  be  forgiven  him^  if  he  had 
not  drawn  a  ^eat.nnmber  to  this  eiTor  with  him, 
which  in  their  charters  do  daily  wrong  name  thefe 
ifles,  which- ihay  be  cafily  proved*  Firft,  becaufe  the 
inhalntants  of  jthe.ifledoknaw  none  odUr  name  but 
M6n ;  and  it  is  called  thmugh.  all  Wales,  Tfr  Mdn, 
that  is  to  fay,:  the >  land  of  MAb^  unto  this  day*  So 
thstt  ndther  by  memory  of  nsani  ineitherby  any  monu* 
ment  in  writing  in  the  Britiih.  tongue  can  it  appear, 
that  ever  it  had  aay  odier  nacoe  but  Mdn,  yet  tfaere  be 
manifeft  monnmcots  for  ^befe  looo  years*  It  is  alfo 
grown  to  a  proverb  through  Wales,  for  the  fertility 
cf  the  ground,  Mto  mamGymry,  that  is  to  fay,  Mon 
m(»ther  of  Wales.  _ 

The  antient  hiftory  of  Cornelius  Tacitus  (which  be- 
like age  had  beaten  out  of  Polydore's  head)  faith, 
that  the  foldiers  of  Paulinus  Suetonius,  and  afterward 
of  Julius  Agricola,  after  they  had  pafled  through 
North  Wales>  then  came  over  againft  Mona,  where 
they  did  fwim  over  an  arm  of  the  fea  of  aoo  paces, 
-and  fo  by  force  won  the  iile.  Now  whether  it.ii  more 
reafonable  thus  to  fwim  over  200  paces,  or  ad  miles  ? 
I  know  there  is  no  man  that  believeth  Polydore  in  this 
point;  let. all  men  therefore  judge  the  reft.  .As  for 
that,which  he  faith  of  the  great  woods,  it  is  nothing ; 
for  iboth  the. Romans,  and  after  when  the  chriftian 
f^th;took  plage  in  .this  realm*  the  chriftians  did  fall 
and 'root  tl]^m  out^  for  the  idolatry  and  ab.furd  re- 
ligion which  was  ufed  there ;  that-  the  .King  of  Man 
fent  for  timber  to  M6n ;  read  the  life  of  Hugh  Earl  of 
Chefter,  which  alfo  is  evident  by  the  great  beeches  and 

other 
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6ther  trees  found  in  the  earth  at  thefe  days.  His  other 
reafoQ  is^  bccaufe  it  is  called  Anglefey  in  the  Englifh 
toi^iie  :  fo  is  Lhoyger  England,  and  Cambry  Wales  ; 
Are  thofe  therefore  the  old  names  ?  No*  fuvely.  And 
what  if  the  inhabitants  called  it  fo?  (as.they  did  not) 
had  it  not  a  name  before  the  Angles  won  it  I  Yes,  I 
warrant  you,  but  he  had  forgotten  that.  Now  to  the 
name  of  Man,  it  was  ever,  or  at  leaftthcfc  looo  yearjl 
named  in  Britifh  Manow,  of  which  cometh  the  Eng-  * 
lifli  name  Man«  The  inhabitants  thereof  call  it  fo, 
and  no  nation  about  it  did  ever  call  it  M6n,  no  nor 
any  writer  but  Polydore,  which  was  too  young  a  god*  A- 
father  to  name  fo  old  a  child.  For  Gildas  who  wrote 
above  900  years  pailed,  whofe  writings  Polydore  never  " 
faw,  but .  untruly  fathers  upon  him  his  own  device ; 
Giraldus  in  hb  defcriptiop  of  Ireland  to  Henry  the  Se^ 
cond,  and  Henry  Huntington,  do  plainly  call  Man 
in  Latin  Eubonia,  adding  thereto  either  Manaw  ct 
Man,  fiwr  the  better  imderftancfing  of  the  name ;  Will 
you  believe  diem  or  Polydore  ?  Other  arguments  there 
are  which  I  will  pafs  over,  till  I  have  more  leifure  and 
occafion  to  write  of  this  matter. 

The  lecond  part  of  North  Wales  was  called  Arfon^  Arfo* 
which  is  as  much  as  to  fay,  over  againft  Mdn ;   and 
had  in  it  four  cantreds,  and  ten  comots* 

Cantref  Aber  had  in  it  three  comots,  Y  Lhcchwed- 
huchaf,  Y  Lhcchwedh-iiaf  and  Nant^Conwey. 

Cantref  Arfon  had  two  comots^  Ywch  Gwyrfeii 
and  Ifgwyrfai. 

Cantref  Dunodic  had  two  comots,  Ardudwy  and 
Efionyth. 

Cantref  Lhyn  containeth  three  comots,  Cymytmayn> 
Tinlhayn  and  CanologicMi.  This  is  now  called  Caer- 
narvonfliirc,  as  Mto  is  called  Anglefeylhire,  and  have 
the  iame  divifion  at  this  day.  In  this  Aire  arc  Snow* 
den-hills^  c^led  Eryri,  neither  in  heighti  fertility  of 
the  ground,  wood,  cattle,  filh  and'  fowiv  giving  place 
to  the  famous  Alps,  and  without  controvcrfy  the 
ftrongeft  country  within  Britain.    =      .  ^'^    '   vi 
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Here  is  the  town  of  Caeraartafn,  diUed  in  the  old 
time  Cacrfegoncej  and  theEe  h  alfo  Conwey  called 
Caergyffyn.  *  And  the  fee  of  ■  Bangor,  *  with  dhrers 
other  antient'  caftlefe  ^tod  •J)iaces  bf  memxDty/aUd  was 
the  laft  part  of  Wales  that  came  tindci:  the  dothiniort 
of  the  kings  of  Ehglftnd.  It^hath  on  thft  liorth  the 
fea  and  Mfcnai,  <  upon  the  eatt  and  foxlth  eaft,  thfe  river 
Conwey,  .which  divideth  it  from  Denbighfliire,  al-* 
•  though  it  now  pafs  the  river  in  otie  place  by  the  fea 
Ihore.  And  en  the  fouth  weft  aftd  tvel^  it' is  feparated 
from  Mcriotiyth  by  high'  mototaiawi  and  rivers,  and 
other  meaiB*  -  *   .  •  -   .      ' 

(tfcrionyih.      The  third  pai*  of  Gwyriedh  was  Merionyth' <^n- 
taining  three  rantreds,  and  rivery  cantred  three  oomot^* 

As  caBBtref  Meyreoh  -  hath  three  como^,  iTai^bont^ 
Pennal  and  Yftumanen  '  -  •  ; 

Cantref  Artrftly^had  tiiefe^  Vwchcocd,'  Ifiioed^  and 
Gwartiflreniuflai. .     '     '  .     -  .  •.     '  \.    '''.."    ' 

Cantief  Penlhyfi  had  tiicfe>  VwchmelDcH^  ifitietoch^ 
and  Micnaint^  and  this  keepeth  -the  faid  bame'tiil  this 
day,  bul:  not  within  the  fame  dears,  andisSull<^hiti<s 
and  rocks,  and  hath  upon  the  north  the  lint,  'notable 
at  thii  day' forthe  .great  rcfort  and  number  of  people 
that  repair  tlrither  to  take  herrings.  It  hath  upon 
the  eaft,  Arfon  and  Denbigh-land,  upon  the  fouth, 
Powys,  and  upon  the  weft,  Dyfi  and  Cardiganfliire^ 
Tfgyd.  I^  ^^^  coufitry  ftandeth  the  town  <rfHarlech>  and 

3  great  kke  called  Lhyn-Tegyd,  through  which  the 
river  Dee  runneth,  and  mingleth  not  with  thewater  of 
the  lake, '  Which  is  three  iriiles  l<^g,  and  alfo'  the 
falmons,  which  are  commonly  taken  in  the  rivdr 
tard  by  the  lake,  are  never  ften  to  eiAdr  the  like* 
Likeu'ife  a  kind  of  filh  called  Gwyniaid,  which  are 
like  to  whitings,  and  are  full  in  the  lake,  are  never 
taken  in  the  river.  Not  far  from  this  lake  is  a  place 
called  Gacrgay,  which  was  the  houfe  of  Gay,  Ar- 
thur's foftep-brother.  This  Ihire,  as  well  as  Arfon,  is 
full  of  cattle,  fowl  and  filh,  with  great  number  of 
red  deer  and  roes ;  but  there  b  great  fcarcity  of 
corn. 

The 


Thp  DJE^SCILIJ^TIONo?  WALES.         1%: 
The  fourth  paft  of  Gwynedhi  iw^  cgUed  y  E.^dh-  y  SfrfWh* 
Wlady  whioh  may  be  eoglJifii^^*  the  in-».land  or  middle  "^^^ 
country^  \^Hich  contained  fivp  <itntredtf .:  aiv4  •  ^thirt^t^ 
comots,  as42«itfefal6Uij!f(midc;bri  in.it  th^fc  fomc&j^. 
Uwchalct  and  I&let*      .  .     . 

Cantppf  Yftra^d  kid  -tto^et^c  niid  Cyirnieir^ 
Cantref  RhoA  ^iW«^  Uwchdulas^  Ilidulas  wd  Creu^ 
thyn,  all  whk:h  are  JQ^^tio  lordlhip  pf  Dentngh,  iaviiig 
the  Creuthyft  wbigh  ;i5iift.'C«Miuo:<>nflur^  4yMr#in  the 
caftle  of  Dygaoiryrdidvft^d^rrwbich  vYtta  the*^e»rls/oC% 
Chefler^  aqd. is  coi»ipai^)(.fcaUed'iA.the  Latio.  ^  £ng^.  i 
lilhchrooicje^  Qanqoc*,-— M»  jA     .    :         »    /. 

The  fourth  cantr^f  wais  Djr^yitCJ.wj'di  ;wjJiQh  ncmy  i)yr«7H 
be  englift^  $hd  V^IJ^R jof ,  Ciwyd,  t^  now^id  called  ^*?;^  ., 
the  loirdfliip  ef  Rhu*>«{ic.*n^rti  ^h«^;Qft|»ti^  Co-  • 
leigion,  Lhamtercb  tod43&gMlfiHy!*i».  .:':.. 
•  The fiftfc-^jft^  is  itigtog^,.4«d  now  as  ;i  [Jqirt  of . 
Flintftiire,  h^viog  tftw^t  «0Wtti>  |?waillht>  P«ft^6y0*;  ' 
and  Rusfeiaili^.  And.  ifuMs:jsa^t:V^iPT^.^.  ihcJhm&- 
tallies  wi^n  shtf  iA<  JBOa^Ii^i^  iS  oail^&in  length^ 
«nd  4,  5,  $  or.  7  in  hlfea^dth^r  ♦*  th^  WUs  .eithfiP  djwr* 
inward  to^th^y  or  backMard  safunder,  .^»^h*high7 
kills  db  indpfe  k  -w  ,«h$):»/^:;Wfi9:>.  ^p4  J^iii  fUttHft^. 
and  northward  the  &ai  ,  Ic  i94>kptiful  of  ^<*«Ct^  jfiifih: 
,  and  fowl,   eorn,  hay,  graft, 'a,iid\Yoo4,  an«i  .divided 
along  in  the  midft  with  the  river  Clv^yd^  \tp.  whQ»: 
runneth  Clyw4«C,  Yftrat,  WTular,  Elwy,  aod.agr^t 
number  c£  ottc^.riyers  fronjthe  hills*    In  thi^  yM^p 
two  miles .  from  the  fs&g  is  the  to^yn  and  ^ifiSg  ^: 
RuthlanjL   where  fc^etimes  ^  ]p^liap[ieQt  hath  been  An».rt; 
kepti     And  two  miles  above  it  is  the  foe  of  St.  Afaph^  ^'''  *• 
between  the  rivers  ClWyd  otkA  E^vyy,  i;^ed  m  the  old 
time  the  biihop's  fee  of  Lban  Ebvy.     ¥<x&.  uMe$. 
thence,^  and  two  miles  from  the  river^  i^  fitynte  upon 
a  rock  the  town  and  caftle  of  Denbigh,  whfr^j.is  one. 
of  the  gr^te^  naarkets  i&  the  n;^c}i^  of  Walev  ^d 
one  of  the  faijeft  and  ilrongeft  qafties  within  thi3 
realm,    which  being  the  houfe  of  David  boother  to 
Lhewelyn,    the  laft  prince  of  the  Welch  bloo<S,  was 
enlarged  and  ftrengthened  by  Henry  Lacy,^  Earl  of 

Lincoln, 


l<nrdihip;    k  »  a]£>  the   1bke«mn  of  that   ifaife; 

Fi^fistf9P^    itim  tMbfr  JK:;jfae:r&rjai:iofT  ksAyn 

withr.ftrjfii^  aiAfc^'wUsh:^(baMl3MsibckNei^^        thTe 

lords' Gray  earboC  Kent.    This  pact  of  North- Wales, 

hath   upon  the  nocth  Ae  river  Dec,    and  the  Tea. 

UpM  the  wci) ^J^Km^f^jod  the  chrvr  Coft^tyi  •:South 

and^ift,.  M^rlm^h^'  aQd.-jEbo:«aalin3rr  Aen  cdled  Po- 

wys.    Aiid'Ch^  bMhwIMIlsaaiA  boondboitOa^^dh 

or  Venedbtb  fi^dheiiiatiio  QC:Vqa&(HUer  oootaimdi, 

befide^  duS:  alk:{fpVlt9f  ^M-lMi  ^«   iSo  th«M  was 

usdef  die  m^gaff^f,  AberfiuL  fiimtD  oamiiadsJ  and 

in  them^iCfni^hii^^  .Uih  f*  t>*  .  'J  olu  . 

Mitoiu     T^.fnPOodvJMtielte«to:Mi^^  «}ghe 

*'''^*^  ordeF^wtflkeiliifdhdwhkli  Mirirrtii)  idit  dunl-brkhei', 

yetf&^^.%fns^'im^fiNb^^  ite  iaOarf^  iAtbvf-^ 

th(^/s0UB6y  <ift  jRofty^  wi^he  l^bdhtt^mitWif  ihd 
Semn.    WSajghif^'ii^d.  iq^oa^the  i^^  aiRi^eli, 

otho-  mearsr- 4Jp9p|>  Ae  dordi^  Gv^^sedh^ 'ttd^up^n 
thf  ia|ft  th«^  m9re|«r^£og|aiid^  6x>msehdler  to  W  f, 
a  mtie  above  Hef!f|fQr4^  ^ftid  dxeitfece  k^  wa^  moft 
traij^lfif  4irkh  -^^niffrra^  i^I  ^if^thc  Sa»ns^  g&:^fl6nr* 
wa^'ajf.tbe^Nojm^i^^  matdiesi  ^bo  daUyt^^M  . 

fonj^'Dait-^eicpf^-ai^  by:. that- meam.  it  .was  dir/firft 
patt  tnat  ferved  the  Kings  of  England,  aad^.  daefMbre 
Icfiucftcciaed  of  a^  4ie  reft* .  3?his:pa£t  called  l^ov^H 
was  divided  again  into  Powys  Fadoc,  addRoviyaWerh 
wypw^e^  :Sow]i^.'Jp$do«tcpi|tabiQd  in  itfi^fita'cio^ 
tXMs  and  fifteen  como^.  o"v*  *  * 

mje^: EdcygMopa* :<ttid«;GlyOdotffdwy>  which^vaseTAow 
in  Mfnanytfaihm^f^^     Pinm^^  which  is  in  Dav- 


Caatr^'Y  iLhiw,  n^tbft  comdcs^mae  thefe,  Yal  nbvir 
inDenbighihirt ;  Yflratalyn  and  Hop  in  Flintfluie. 

CaatrrfJUwchnant  hath  thee  comocs^  Merfibith'ln 
FlintflMtv^'Maelw  Gymiaeg,   tn-Engfilh  Btomfitld, 

....  •  -^  -    now 
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now  la  Cfenbigfafliitcv  sMi  MaoIor'Stfbfti^  in  FUnt*. 

Caw^ef  Ti-^rodhcWtjrfiieA  thefe -cOBWi*,  Crdesfain, 
TrefjyoWaypv  iti  Bagfife-  Ckirbr;  -aad'^tt  Denbigh- 
lhire,!t;/£4;«&JwaUr,  in  -Engliih"  Olf^ftrey,    and  in  * , 

Shropfhift.  <"«    '  ;*    * 

Ca^ttef  Rhaiydel'  wkkldi  comots  Mbchftmt  liraiy- 
der,.<pyr^ft»edi  and  Naxihciidwjr  all'te  C^rfce-itJnd, 
and.  isif DeftbighAtre;  *  Atib  the  lordfci^  ^f  Whyting- 
ton,  «a^:i0  Sbrol^ftitts^  ifra)  in  thb-jsaw-df  ]^owys, 
whlpb  part  at  diis  dsjr^  hath  loft  the  lUtnie  of  Powf%, 
and  h  §MM9d  in  divert  ilurea,  ^'  it  aifpentth  by  "the 
drfcouHe  bdfbre  pafied.  In  diis'parr  ir  the  cafile  oif 
Holt  I9  Bromfield,  asd  tki  caftte  of  Cbirid  in  Chlrke- 
lai^d*!  Jbikewife  rfie  lordflrip  and  caftle  ^  Whyting- 
tony  wbipK  came  by  matriage  tb  Fdulkritas-Warrcn. 
Th^iii  ttfide  theft,  the  Idrdihip  of  OftwAry,  of  the 
vfHcH  ^'Ftts&^Aiahs  have  beeir  lords  thefe  300  and 
odd:.yeiar9^  and  of  divers  other  tefdfhips  in  thoft 
marcbe?^-  as'Shrardcn^  the  eleven*  towris,  Cluh'  and 
mapy-odiers,  which  ave  sdl now  in  Shtdp^ire, 

T)k  fccond  part  called  Powyi  Wentfynwyn,  had 
likewife  five  cantreds,  and  twelve  comots. 

Cantryf  Y  Fymwf  had  thcfc  comots,  Mbchnant 
uwcb  Hiyadec,  Mechain  Ifcoed  and  Lhannerch  Hudol* 
Cantrcf  YfUyc  had  thefe,  Deuthwr,  Corthwr  Ifaf, 
and  Yftrat  Marchelb. 

Catitrtf  Lhyfwynaf  had  thcfc,  Cacmeon,  and  Me* 
chain' K/wdicoed. 

Gantref  •  Cjrdewen  had  comot  Conan  an4  Comot 
Haurcn. 

Ca6tr^<JonanlHid  Cyfeilioc  and'Mouthwy,  which 
is  io  Merionythftrire.  Ctfsall  diefe,  tiie  thrtfe  firft  cau» 
trcd»do  onby  at  this  day  bear-che  name  of  Pbwts, 
which  arc  upon  the  nbrdi-fide  of  5i«*i^and  arc  all 
five  (-fannag  the  ccmot  of  Mowthwy)  in  Mc^tiJd&wf- 
Ihire.-.n-    •'  -    .  •     •       -^    r 

Thiftcii.aftQiaitrf  full  of  wood*,  iSlIs,  and  fivers, 
and  liAda.>itt  it  th^  towns,  ^e  Poole,  New«Td\5fn  and 
Machylhaeth.  Aruftly  was  in  old  time  in  this  part, 
but  afterwards  it  came  to  the  princes  of  Owpedh* 

c  Thcfc 
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Thefe  lordfliips. came  byjuft  dcfcpot  from  the  princes. 
thereoT,  *to  a  wornairnamed'Hav&ys,  the -daughter  of 
Owen.ap  Gruffydh.  Ajuftlj  and  Cyiealux:  came  to  the* 
barbu.of  Dudley,  aiid.*aift«rwar3&"it  was  fold  to- the 

The  third  part  belonging  to  MathraFal,  was  the 
land  between'  Wy  and  Severn^  coiuwing  four  Can- 
tre^s,  and  thirteen  comots*  "      •       ;  -^  . 

Cantref  Melie^yetkKath  thefc  comota^  Ceri,  Swydh- 
ygrQ  Rhiwalalht,:  and.GK'n  IierfionI 

'Canixef  Elfel  Wbih^k^  Lfwrfimynydh,  ICnynydh, 
and  Lhificlidhyfnog*  '  .         ,.  .       . 

Cantref  yClawciKthefe^I)j'irrj''hT^^  Svyydhynb- 
gcQ,.  ;and  Penmve^ti    .         '^    '*",-.* 

Cantref  Buelht  Sat^  thefc,  Sw^^dh.y  Earn,  Dreuljs, 
an^.Xfyr^qn.,  (X,  tK^s^gastftli^reJs.at  this*  day  fooae  in 
Mpntgpmerylhire^  forac  m.RadnorifiircV  and  fome  in 
B^pknpcl^ihire.  ''ln"[.tly's^*gaxt^'*p^  brdfhlps 

nwchingto  it,  which  aldipugli  aft^tnatTip;ie  of  this  divi^- 
fi(ii,  which,  was  in  th^'time  of  tlie  laS^rince,  were  not 
in  Ills  fubjedion,  yet  to  this.day  ipje^  Vf^^^ch,  and  are 
called  Wales,  and  in  thefe  comots  aiie  thefe  townstiad 
caltles/  *  Montgomery  c^lcd.  in.WeIcK*7^refaIdwyri,'  a 
prirtty;  Jtowr^  and  a  faif  caflle.  The'  ca&l^  of  CIun,,.cal- 
led-  Colunwy,  which,  is  the  earls'  of  -AnindeU  *  The  . 
towiiKjiighton,  in^Aj^^  TThecajlleof 

C^inaron,   Prefteyn  in  Welch  Lhaijandr^.  The  town.  . 
anjd-caftle  of  Radnor,  in.  Welch  Maei^fcd^  at  this  day 
the*  fliire  tbWn.*    The  town  of  Xingt6n'au4  the  caftle  of  ^ 
Huntingdon,  callal -in  Wxdch  Y  Gap:elli  Mayn,  f^hldi 
were  the  Bohuns  earls  oFt^ereford,  and  after  the  dukes 
of  Bucki^ham."  Gaftle,  Payne,  Have,  Lhanfair  in 
Buelht.    T^efe  lordfliips  with  Brecknock  and  Aberge- 
fenny,  werelklotifflng  to  the  Bi;uces  lords  of  Brecknock,  * 
and  after  came  diyers  times ^  and  \>y  fundry  meahs  to 
the  Bohuns,  Nevils,.ind  Mortipie^s.    And  fo  (as. I 
have  rehearfed)  in  this  territory  or  kingdom  werfe  found 
fourteen  cantreds,-  and  £oa*ty  comots.    Two  of  thcle 
parts,  whkh  are  Powys  and  Gywnedh,  are  at  this  day 
called  North-Wales,  and  divided  into  fix  fhires,  Mon 
called  Anglefey,   Caernarvon,   Merionyth,  Denbigh, 

Flint. 
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Flint,  and  Mont:gomer}'fhire,  and  arc  all  on  the  north- 
fide  Severn,  faving  a  piece  of  Mpntgomeryihire. 

And  here  I  think  it  good  to  let  the  reader  underftand 
what  the  Britifh  chronicle  faith  of  North-Wales,  which 
afErmeth  that  three  times  it  came  by  inheritance  to  wo- 
men,     Firft  to  Stradwen,  daughter  to  Cadfan  ap  Couan 
ap  Endaf,  and  wife  to  Coel  Godeboc,  mother  to  Ge- 
naw,  Dyf)T  and  Gwawl.    The  feconcj  time  to  the  fime  . 
Gwawl  wife  to  Edeyrn  ap  Padarn,  and  piother  ;to  Cu-,. 
netha  Wledic ;  which  Cunetha  inhabiting  in  the  north 
parts  of  England,  about  the  year  540.  after  the  incar- 
nation of  Chrifl,  and  hearing  how  die  mingled  na- 
tions of  Iriih-Scots,  and  Pifts,  had  over-run  the  fea- 
Ihore  of  Cardigan,  which  was  part  cdf  his  Inheritance, 
lent  his  ions  thither  to  enjoy  their  inheritance,  of  whom  . 
Tibiaon  his  eldeft  fon  died  in  Man,  which  land  the  faid 
Irifli-Scots  had  won.     Fpr  Gildas  faith,,  that  the  chil- 
dren of  Glam  Heftor,  which  peppled  a  great  part  of 
Ireland,  Yfcroeth  with  his  people  inhabited  Dalrieuda, 
which  is  a  part  of  Scotland.:  Builke  with  hisi>eople 
came  to  Man.     But  I  think  it  good  to  put  In  Qildas's 
words  which  faith  ;  Builke  cumjliis  fuis  inhabit avit  Eu^ 
homam  infulam  vulgo  Manatv,  qua  eft  in  medituflio  maris 
inter  Hybemiam  &  Britanniam  ;*th^t  is  to  fay,  Builke 
with  his  children  inhabited  the  ifle  Eubonia,  common- 
ly Manaw  (for  fo  it  was  and  is  nam^d  in  Britilh)  which  . 
lieth  in  the  middle  of  the  fea,  between  Ireland  ^d 
Britain.  '  This  was  not  called  Mdna,  as  Polydore  fain- 
cth.     The  cTiildren  of  Bethoun   inhabited   pemetia, 
which  is  South-Wales,  with  Gwyr  and  Cydweli,  till 
they  were  chafed  thence  by  the  children  of  Cunetha* 
Thus  far  Gildas.     Therefore  the  fons  of  Cuneiha,  be- 
ing arrived  in  North-Wales  (as  well  1  think  being 
driven  by  the  Saxons,  as  for  their  inheritance)  divided 
the  country  betwixt  them.     And  firft  Meiredon  the 
fon  of  Tibiaon,  the  fon  of  Cunetha,  had  cantref  Mei- 
reaon  to  his  part.     Aruftel  ap   Cunetha  had  cantref 
Aruftly.     Caredic  ap  Cunetha,  had  Caerdigion,  now 
called '  Cardiganlhire.     Donod   had  cantref  Dunodic. 
Edeyra  had  Edeyrnion.     Mael  had  Dynmael.     Coel 
had  Coleyon,   Doguael  had  Dogueilyn.    Rli}faon  had 
e  2  Rhyfonioc 


xlv        The  DESCRIPTION  of  WALES,. 

MmIot  the  Rhyfonioc,   now  Denbighian4.       Eiiieon '  Yrch  had.  - 
Jj°<>^  ,  Caercneon  in  PowQ^svil  Uflaf  h«»  MStfufW^IHt  iicarpf-  ' 
foTunedr.wftry*    For  fuitelyithat  thcyife5^8«tfftn<mly  df  OfWiltf 
!^*f  oi'^bKing-of  Nortbumbdtend^  «P^fe  teiil-tHke^'^ahcr'if^lie  . 
"^"'two"  "well  that  fpcung whei^e^lH^  acrFn^#a'i^'ea?rietf,  notlflfife'lb. " 


thc'two     well  th?t  fpt    ^  '        rj  ^^ 

^^^'    For.Beda  and  iiiikhm  ^tttef^  felifify  *ktJP^aMd:;ffc)#<^^^^ 


Gymbraeg,  wald  at.Ma(eHb%  iiitK^4m^d6iS^Nb'rthufnB^T^ 
Saefneg.     pfovincc  of  Lhyndcfcy.  But  to  niy  former  hiattti**  Tiffele 


namci  given  b^  \Wi>m  -dfCmttiiii)  teniaSi  to  tbw  day* 
Aftrf  the  Irim^^Piftfif  or  fect5W;^'WiiidiiJ\^hi<it  t^^^^ 
called  Y  Gwydhyl  Phiftiakl^'^Whi^t  Is  x6  fay,  'tH{ 
Irifh-Piftsf,  did"oveln.nm-tli4,  Mle  6f  Mfen,  tmd'wcrtr 
driven  thence  :bfC2kfi«talh6njlLfi«vs'Aii'y^  that  is  Cafvi'il- 
honJv^'kh'^tWi^igihafidy'lhi  (Ah^-EiMon  Ytch  ap* 
Cunddha,  .wfto':illiW''Serigi"  therr^'jcing  • 

hands,  at  Lhani^-^Gwj-dhyl,.  wbicll  is  the  trifli  church 
at  Hc^yhead*  -TliU  CalWalhori  wai  father  to  Maelgon 
Gwyncdh>.  i»hi)m/the' Latins  crall  Maglocunijs,  Prined 
and  KiBg4j)f  Byitain.'-  .     *"  '!     '    ^;  * 

•In  his  tins^Jwa# 'thfe  famous  derk  and  great  wife 
man -Talieflytt^Ben-Beiirah,  that  is' to  fay,  the  p&icfejft 
of  the  Beirdh  or  Wifemen ;  for  this  word  Bii^dh'  Tr^ 
C^{zr*s'tim^^  figiiiiied  (as  Liicah  beareth  witnefs)  .fudi. 
as  had  knowledg^'of  things  to  come,  and  fo  it  fig^ii^etl^! 
at  this  day* '  This  Maelgon  had  a  fori  called -RtifiJ  lii 
whofc  lime  the  Saxons  invited  Gurmohd  imtiJBfifaliv' 
from  Ireland,  who  had  come  tikber  from  Afi^^c,^  t^6 
•  with  the  Saxons  Was  the  utter  deftruAion  of  yicTBi^J- 
tains^  and^lkw  all  that  profeflcdGhrift,  arik'^'as  tl^' 
firftitkjt  dxMt  tb^m '  over  Scvferhi    This  Run V^S'.  fi- * 
ther  td  Bdi,-who  was  fadicr  to  Iago,^for  jcffiicT^il 
tains  call  Jamej)*  who  was  fatb'er  to  Gadfarti^  affiSiriiot' 
Brochwel  called:  Brecyfal  (as  th^e  ,  Eriglifli^^ckronicW' 
faith)  for  thisBroAWercalled  Yfgithroc^  tMtisJ'mte' 
toothed,  was  chofen-  leader  of  fudt  as  thet  wlfli^di^U 
red  alias  Ethelbertus  Rex  Cantvi,  and^btbar 'Jtti^es 
and  Saxons,    Vvhom  AugulVih^'-hid  ti4)vea';t^^j^ 
war  agaiuft  the  chriftian  Britains,  and  thefc  piirHf^fi^- 
wcl  twice  to  flight,  not  far  frbrti  Cheffer,  and'crucjiy 
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Hcif)ipQo  prieftjs  ,2^D^  naftnl6$iW  B«ngor, '  with  a  great 
nuipj;^  of  l?(y^^W?^§'i/^J^fv  rh^  tfeme'  hoUfe,  '  which 
lK;?<htt>y,t|ie]abwir:qf  thcii  >ft|wH#:and  iwcre  come 
barc3|pptf;4{aB4  wool)y.ard  la  Quavci  ihcrcy.i  and  peade 
at  ^he  S^p^ps;  h Wft*'  And  here  you  I  ih4U  Undcrftahd 
that,  tl^jjl^;  was:  no;':-^aigwftine.]Biftpp'Qfl  Hippona  the 
gre^t  |;leE^|but5  4ugw|line.tbe.mpAky;c«lkd  the  apof- 
tle  qf  jE^and..         >  ,r     ,;  •  ,•        ^V)'  ^   i 

Tl^gpi,  thisj  Brocj^wettif ^jticcji  .ov^r  P^/J,  bird  by  Ban- 

f)r^  jwj4  diqfendi^i  t^ie-$^^on$.{hepaflag€j  till  Cadfaa 
wg.Pf  Nprih  Wal/Bs,/Wfered)^b  JCing  )of  South! 
W'^4,,ai>(L,jpJcdms  ,qr  3ktius  Pr'^Ke  of  Cornwal, 
ca^^jto)iuecour^.hinH,..?:nd'gave  thcS^ons  a  fore  bat.- 
tie,  Jij}d/lew,of  .fKfpifthe  num  fjut 

the.i;eft^tO'flighjrr.^ft<y:'the  which.Tbattk,    Cadfan    ^ 
wjWLqho^f} King  9f  tiiji^ain,  and  ywaiicjiief  ndcr  withia 
tjje^ll^  l/aifter.  wi^pixi  hiSi  forvCadF^lHdii^  who  was  fa- 
tKef,)Bc>  CadwgJLadcf/  fthe.  laft,  (pf ,  tlv  Britifli  blood, 
thatBape'the  name  of  King  of  Brita^*  was  king./ 

TPhie.tJurd  time  th^t.  North  Wates/.caiwto  a  wo-^ 
m^lij^.  V?&  to  Efylht  the  daug)ater  pf'  Conan  Tlnday- 
thw^i;  thfl  fon  of  Edwal  Ywrcbf  the  Ton  of  Cadwala^ 
der.  .  Slic  was  wife  tff  Merfyn  Frych,  )and  mother  to 
itKcj^l^q  the  Great,  a^  lliall  b^  berf after  declared^ 
By.  ^tijis^ou  may  underftan^,  that  North  Wales  hath 
b^n-a'grfat  while  thpchicfeft  feat  of.  the  laft.  kings  of 
BrifjLin^fpufe  it  was,  and  is  thp  ftrongeft  country 
with^i^'^ivifle,  full  of  high  movintains,;  craggy  rocks, 
gr^t  ^]vpo^SL,,  and  deepvallies,  ftrait  and.  cmgerous 
plstfcs^.A^mfA  iwift  riyerSi  as  Dyfi^  whic)i  mrii^- 
cth^ja^i^cf;mil5  of  .Merionythi  and  runrieth^  iiirfth  weft 
thrpugj^  AjiowJifawy,'  ^jf^  by  Mac4iyn|[^eth|:].atld  fo  to 
% JS^T^^'^^T^y^  dividing  Norjth:janld>Bowth  Wales 
aijap^er.,;  ij^?e,  jCJ^Ufd  ip  Wekh  .Gowdivj^lfpringing 
alibl^^jto^  ojther  fide.pf  the  famcr.bilU,)  runneth  ^aft 
thjrqwgi?  A'i?iJ%n,  aftdjh*  lak<  Tfigyd^  '  '  ' 
Cdf^iaa  .aji4.  fchangolhen^  bet^^een  Qiirkcland  and 
Bromfi^l^*  w^cjfeitboweth  northward  to^*ard  Bangor, 
to  the  Holt,  and  to  Chefter,  and  thepce  north-  weft 
19  flint' caftle,  and  fa  to  the  fea, 

f  3   -  Tberp 
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There  is  affo  Conwey,  riiling  likewife  in  Merionythn 
fliire,  and  clividing  <3aernarV6n  ^from  Denbighfliirc, 
runeth  under  Sitowden  nortii  eaft,  by  the  ;own  of 
Aberconwey  to  the  fea.      '     , 

'  Alfo  Chiryd;' which  riiirig  In  Denbigh  Land,  run- 
neth down'  to**Ruth}'Ti,  ihd  plain  north,  not  far  frpm 
Denbigh  to  St.  Afaph,  and  fo  by  Ruthlan  and.  to  the 
fea. '  There  brinany  other  fair  rivers,  of  which  fome 
run  to  t;he  fe^a,  as  Mawr  .at  Traethnnawr,  an4  Afon  j 
Saint  at  Caernarvon,  and  other  that  run  to  Severn,  as 
•  Mumwy  in  Powys,  and  to  Murnwy,*Tanat;  fome 
other  to  Dcq,  as  Ceirioc  betwixt  the  lordfliips  of  Chirke 
aiid  Whitftirigtbn ;  Alyn  through  Yal  and  Moldfdale, 
^nd  Hopedale,  and  fo  to  Dee^  a  little  above  Chefter. 
And  this  flfalt  fuffice-for  the  perfedt  defcription  of  that 
which  in  old  time  was  called  Gwynedh  and  Powj^Sji 
and  at  thefe  days  the  fix  Ihires  of  North  Wales. 
Dynefawr.  Now  rSmauieth  the  laft  kingdom  of  Wales,  called 
Dynefawr,-  which  although  it  was  the  greateft,  yet  was 
it  not  the  beft;  a?  GiraldHs  witriefleth,  chiefly  becaufe 
it  was  much  m6lefted  with  Flemings  and  Normans, 
and  alfo  that  in  divers  parts  thereof  the  lords  would 
not  obey  their  prince,  as  in  Gwent  and  in  Morganwc, 
which  was  their  own  confufion,  as  Ihall  hereafter  ap- 
pear. This  was  divided  into  fix  parts,  of  the  which 
Caredigion.  Caredigion '  was  the  firft,  and  contained  four  cantreds 
and  ten  comots,  as  cantrcf  Penwedic  had  in  it  thefc 
comots'i  Gencuiglyn,  Perfedh  and  Creuthyn. 

'  Cantref  Canawl  had  thefe,  Mefenyth,  Anhunoc, 
and  Pennarrh.  -   ••     -       ' 

"  Cantref  <;aftelh  had"  thfcfc  cortots,  Mabwj^nion  an4 
Caerwedros.    "  ....... 

^  Cantref  Syrwen  had  thefe,  Gwenionyth  and  Ifcoed ; 
and  this  part  is  at  this  day  called  in  Englilh  Cardigan-^ 
ihire,  and  in  Welch  Swydh  Aberteifi.  This  is  a  cham- 
piibn  country  without  much'  wood,  and  hath  been  di- 
vers times  overcome  with  Flemings  and  Normans, 
which  builded  many  caftles  in  it,  and  at  the  laft  were 
beaten  out  of  them  all.  It  hath  on  the  eaft  North 
Wales  with  the  river  Dyfi  and  part  of  Powys,  upon 

"  '     '""'    ■ '  ■'''   ""         th^ 
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•fte .  fouth.  .Caermardhynfliire^  upoi^  the  weft  Pern- 
brolcjSfhlre,  with  the  river  Teifi,  and  upon  the  north 
The  Irifh  fea.  Iti  this  part  i§  the  town  of  Cardigan 
upon  Teifi,  not  .far  from  the  fea;t  The  town  of 
Aberyftwyth  upon  the  river  .Yftwyth^,  by  the  fea,  and 
Lhaxifiadarn  Fawr^  v^hich  w^as'  a  great  fanfluary,  and 
a  pja^e.  of  religious '  and  learned  men  in  times  paft. 
Ani  m  this  fhire  were  a  great  number  of  caftles,  ais 
the  caffle.ofYftratmejTic,  of  Walter,  of  Lhanryfted, 
DfD)Tierth,  ofthefonp  of  Wyneaon^  of  Aber-Reidol, 
and  a  great  number  more,,  with  thie  tpwn  of  Tregaron 
and  Lhandhewibrcfi. 

The  fecond  part  was  called  Dyfcd,  and  at  this  day  imw. 
Penibrokelhire,    and  had  in  it  eight '.cantrcds,    and 
Vwenty-three   comots,    w^hich   were  ,^hefe.      Cantref 
■jEmlyn  had   thefe  comots,    Uwphctich,    Ifcuch  and 
LefethjT. 

.  Cantref  Arberth  had  thefe,  ^Penrhyn  ar  Elays,  Efle- 
rolef  and  Talacharn,  , 

Cantref  Daugledhcu  had  thefc,  Amgoed,  Pennant 
•and  Efelfre, 

• '  Cantref  Y  Coed  had  thefe,  Lhanhayaden  and  Cal^ 
'  telh  Gwys. 
,  Gantrcf  Penfro  hath  thefe,  Coed  yr  haf,   Maenor 
byrr,  and  Penfro,    . 

CanfrefRhos  hath  thefe,  Hulffofth  Caftelh  Gwatch- 
mai  and  Ygarn. 

Cantref  rubidioc  hath  thefe;  Myny w,  Pengaer  and 
Pebidioc. 

Cantref  Cemais  hath  thefe,  Uwchnefer,  Ifnefer  and 
Trcfdracth. 

•  In,  this  part  are  divers  towns  and  havens  at  this  day, 
as  P^ml)roke,  Tenby,  in  Welch  Dynbcgh-y-pyfcor, 
Hereford-Weft,  in  Welch  Hulftbrth,  witTi  the  fair 
haven  of  Milford^  jcalled  in  Welch.  Aberdaiigledhcu, 
St.  David's' or  MeneVia,  callecj  in  Welcli  Mynyw,  th(? 
chiefeft  fee  ih  all  Wales.',  Then  FiJbard  called'  Abcr-^ 
gwanrn ;  ^  and  .Newport,  named  Trefflracth  '•^'the^o  be 
along- the  fra'coaft,  brnot  ver^^' far  off.  B^filfts'thefe 
fhcir^be  divers  Caftlft,  as  Cilgerran,  Arberth,  Gwys, 

^  4  l-hapi 
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LhanhayadeivWal«^ri;  aiid>4ifwi'0thcri  This  .part 
was  won.  firil4)y  thoMotx^ijttxi^^ii^diTl^  of  SKrew#iaiqr^ 
andiafter  glvenito'  tte  lK(ku:AlaMsji4QMl'  foitd^^flte^e^ 
and  from  thence  were  tHe^prilMte^^of  Wakb  »idtt,ftcxar 
bled  withliheij Normans  f  aiad / '  Fietdings^  ^AvtiaidoVe- 
mdiBk.ini>  ciljkbh  ^jboUt^lVnby^ :  j^oibroke  -mid  SLhdt 
tebiailt^  day)  which  caR  Neither  V^^dch  nor' goocL^Dgr 
liffrtasqj^d.  oDjfed-^fop  fo  t^UI  D  caij;  it  hercstfoei?)  £itE 
oniji:he;;Urfl{Liffiid  )niortE»^the  frHhifca,  upon  jche  Jbntb 
tlw.Span'Uhiica^Utfidxipoo  this  eaft  CaermardhyirQure, 

Caamard.  '^ndjOtt  .the  :n«trttb'«aft'C^rdiganihire.  The  third  part 
was  Gaeiwardhjtttihire,  Having'  four  can tredsy  and  fifr 
tedn/oonlots^  as;atentref  'Finioe  with  the  comot6  of 
Harfryffiyv  J)etfedb>  ^and  Ifgenfeny.' 
4'o^ntDrffipgUibD-Jwidi  jfcefe  Gwyr,  nbw  in  Glamorr 
gofiii^e^ii^pilwBli^  andiCamwilhean.  -    i 

-  Gdmtt  BaAdki:^i^^thcC6i  Kfalhaen/  Caeo^-ahd 
Maeo!6irjiDeilotJau<u»-  ,:.  *"'•  >\' '  ■    •     -1    ••"»  m* 

•  CaflteT^^^^a^  thefe^  Ctctbitifoc  ccmot^mab 

El^rwy.coaDDtiimb  Ucbdryd^pd^^W  in  this 

ihire  (tfe  tfaj^itOM^ns^ndrcafiki  of  GtermardKyn/ODyn^* 
fowr,*  .which  .was^^the  pnfirG&>s  feat  of  the  cosmtryt 
NdirtDWi^  Lilaoddloy  Lhanymdhyfriy  EmlyGytSwttn* 
fey,  now  in  Glamorganfhircy  called  in  Welch 'Aber* 
tawy  upon  thc!fea,:thc  caftle  of  the  foc^  ofUpteiyd, 
of  Lfaanfteph^n^^  and  others.  It  hath  upon  vithe* .weft 
Pyfcd  or  Pembrokeihire^  on  the  north  Cardiganftirei 
upon  the  fouth  wdftthe  fea^  and  tpob  the  fouth'eait 
Glam9rgan^iiid  ilipon  the  eafi  BrecktockihkcL'nfjIlhi^ 
\s  couDi:6d  thfi  fttongqfl  part  .trf*  all  Sox^^IWates^i'as 
thati:.whitQ  Which  lis  full  of  high  lYicundabsjii  gieat 
w.oiKia3i  and:  fair  ixiyers;^  'cfpieclally'7lr)iwy,L;  finijbisi 
and  in  the  other  two  parts  of  South  WaksjCfvdre  flwt 
notebleifc'adb  Jthat  this  .hifto8y>lii:eateth  ofj  attixidired 
andidoDC^  */  1^   »^i   -  .^^iuSr.ju:  ;!ii  .'  '.   ui-r /;  ti^^'^ 

'Mor^uKifc.  \ :  (Hbeiidundb^dalled  Morgai^^bG^nGsir  CrkqidtgaAllhn^ 
contaiaing /  fiatj xiajitred^ , wiib^£^'deix ^eoMo^siiM 
caitreLiCroQedr^  '.withwtlfifb  aofasitsV  RwfgDcfiiuM 
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r^lpaottSf  ]?ciin3rthcftjvidi  thcfe,  M^yfcyn,   Glyn^ 

.^:6iiRafef  :BrenIiiiio\aM«iA  .li^       Gibowf;^  Senghen-t 
nyri|,fiUwchcaetB^*]aad>ifcacth.  ^  ;»     vivii: 

;CantTef  Gwendliw^  i  wiiich  -is^noi^. in .  Momnoudu 
ihk£,  Vith  tbefeiconH)tf/(y  JBUjiandlh^aaU^ .  and  Eithaf* 
dylg^on.  In  tbls'^^  are  thcie  timiiB  and  caftles^ 
liubidaf  the  bUhdprsifee^  CaerdySfe,;:  oaUed  Gaerdhyf^ 
Powbcidge,  callpdiQ^Wleleh  Yboiot  faen^  which  is  as 
much  as  to.  fay-Sf oiitbridge,  Lanovyd,  Gaerffyiiy'Cand 
othets^  and  hath  divexj  rjivers,  which  run  to  the  ibbtlj 
fca,  as  Lay,  Taf>  Tawy,  Neth,.  Afan/  Ctewr,  and 
Lhychwr ;  it*  hath  on  the  fouth,  the  fea  of  Severn, 
which  divideth  it  from  Devonfhire  ai<d;6orhwall ;  ii|)« 
qn  the  i^efb  and.  north  weft,  Caermardkynfliire^  upon 
the  north  eaft,  Breoknockihire  ;  ami  tipdn  the  taf^ 
Monpioiithihire.  .Of  this  your-flialLiMd  ^^esyrilittle, 
for  one  lefiyn  being  chief  of  the  country^  ahd  hawn^ 
^t^ar^witlriiU  nei^btboutB^  called  one JlobcctPkzlwnbn, 
widi.aIgreatnua»bi^of  ftrangefi>t(i  hiafuccours^rWiiiicli 
after<19iey^/had.atchi£;7ed  the  enterprifei  likid  fo  i^nsfi 
the;txxuntry^  that  tke^  found  XH^oafios' to  fall  out^with 
lefty d, .  and  inhabited  the  oouatty  'themfdves  «d  their. 
JiMTS.to.tbisxlay. 

'.'  TJhe  iftb  part  was  called  Qwent.and  qow  in  M(m^ 
montfaihitCy  which  had  three  caatreds,  and  ten^b* 
moti^i.as  cantref  <jwent,  whidh  Kadi  thefe  coniots, 
¥:mJixydi,yIfcoc4Lhefbydh,  and  Tref  y  grug. 

.(TantTCflfooeddiefe,  Brynbnga,  Uwchcoed^  y  Teir* 
tje^r!  dn^/Erging  ac  ewyas,  now.  in  Herefordihire. 
'  ♦ -^Janpref.C^ch  was  the  fcventh  oantred  of  Morganwc^ 
vhichiis  na^vip.Glouiiefterih^re^  a^d  is  6iUrd  the  Va- 
left-afiD^an*  '"  •  ^    ^  t    . 

'*  ^  In. this  part  was  the*  antieht  city  T>f  Caerlheomnpon 
Uflc,  where  wa$  the  archbiihop's  fee  of  Wales  4"  here 
arc  iifo^^Uyecs^  iJbwn  and  o^l^  taslChopiW^  -Glyn, 
Sfcrimd>>ftl^os/i  Tynorn  uppri  thr  river  Wy;i  thw»cis 
^cHmtsjiporii,  palled. y  GaSelh  NewyiUHiJU^^cfikd 

Ijeleany^  and  many  pt|^ef5«    This  if  a  faor  ai^d  a  fery. 
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tile  cAuwtfjs  'of'which  Kkewiife  A^gdritTeftijen  were  *nc- 
ver  obediertt4:d  their  prfece,*  wh.5<m  ^was  the  c&i^'oF 
thcif  dwn  4eftrudlion.  It 'hath 'on  t*he  weft  jStemor- 
gan  and  Brecknockfhires,  tip6n  the  north  H-crelprd- 
flfire,  xipbn  ifhe  eaft 'Gloucerterihfre,  with  the  r^ver 
W'jT,  and  lapdft'^the  foiith  atid  foiith  eafl:  Severn.  /; 
jkeckemoc.  toA  6f  all  comcth  Bfetheliioc,  now  Brecknock,- 
ihtre,  which  -hath  three"  cdntreds,  and  eight- comow. 
Astcahtref 'Sdef  which  hath  thefe  comots,  Sclef  and 
Trahayem. 

.   Cantref  Cano!  thefe,  Talgarth  Yftrady w  «nd  Brv^^n- 
,Ihy9  or  E'glwys  Yail.  -  *  . 

.  Xantref  Mawr  thefe)  TirRaulflT,  Lhywd  and  Cerrig* 
HoweK  In  this  part  is  the  town  of  Brecknock  ppon 
thfi  meeting  of  Ufc  and  Honddi,  and  is  called  Aber- 
honddi,  and  Hay  cfalled  Y'  Gelhy,  with  Talgarth, 
Buelht,  Lbangort ;  it  hath  weft  Caermardhynftiire, 
with  the  river  Tywy,  upon  the  tiorth  Radnorfhire  with 
Wy/  upon  the  eAft  Herefordlhire  and  Monmoiuth, 
upoii  the  fouth  Glamorgan.  This  for  the  molt  part  is 
full  of  mountains,  woods  and  t4vers,  efpecially  tiuelht. 
And  the^  lords  of  this  country  called  Bruces  with  tlie 
Mortuners,  moft  of  all  others  lords  marches,  fomc- 
times  by  might,  but  oftener  by  treafon,  have  iilol^fted 
and*  grieved  the  princes  of  Wales.  This  land  came 
after  the  Bruces  to  the  Bohuns  earls  of  Hereford,  and 
Up  to  the  Staflbrds  dukes  of  Buckingham. 

Thefe  fi?  fhires  bein^  fotgefit  to  the  termory  of 
Dynefawr  with  KadBOtihire,  :which  was  belonging  to 
Mathrafaly  are-BOv^  comhionly  called  South  Wales, 
which  country  is  both  great'andlarge^  with  many  fair 
plains  and  valfic^  for  go? n,  high  mountains  and  rocks 
full  of  pafture  for  cattle ;  great  and  thick  wpods,  with* 
fi>refts  and  parks  for  red  deer  and  fallow;:  clear  an(^ 
(ieep  rivers  full  of  flih,  of  which- Severn  is  the  chiefeft, 
wihich  w4tfc-  Wy'  and  Rheid*¥i^#ing"Out  of  a  high- 
mountain  calVed  Pymlhymonv' irt^ii  Hge''^6f  ^arSigan- 
ihwei  and  •a^^«allcd  commoprly  tfctf •  three"  fifliers:'  Se- 
vern .^anetfc>-ftrhleaft'thf*^gh  Cj^dfeWwi'fty  tlft  p6o], 
andt  limUeff  c^  feilie  4f  ^hrckl^ft-*  •Sl'ire\vfBury,  fr«n. 
-:;5  3  whence 
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^vhence  it  turacth  fouthward  aud  pin?  to  Bridgenorth^    . 

Bewdlcy,  Worccfter,  Glocelter  and  fo  to  the  fea  by 

feriftoL     The  feconcj  fiflerls  0\vy,  in  EngUih  Wy, 

which  topk  her  JQurney  fouth  eaU,  by  Rayader  Gwy 

to  Bueit,  where  Irwon  r^eeteth  l>er,  thence  to  Qlaf- 

bury,  and  fo  to  Hereford  ai)d  Mpnpiouth,  and  to  the 

Jba  of  Severn  at  Ghepftow ;  for  fo  they  call  M6r  Ha- 

fren  the  fea  which  fevereth  Wales  from  Somerfetlhiro, 

Devonfliire  andCornwal.      T^^  ^^^^d  fitter  named 

Rheidol,  ran  northward  to  the  fea  being  not  far  off^  at 

Aberyfl:)'wth.    There  be  other  fair  rivers  as  Viky  which 

rifing  in  a  high  mountain  called  y  Mynydh  dy  in  the 

fouth  part  of  Brecknockihire  runneth  to  Brecknock, 

and  fo  through  Monmouthftur?  to  the  town  of  Vfk, 

Caerlheon  and  Newport,  and  fo  to  the  fajd  fouth  fea. 

Tywy  ajfo  rifing  not  far  from  Wy,  runneth  fouth  to 

Lhanymdhyfri,  and  thence  fouth  weft  by  Lhandeilo 

and  Dynefawr  to  Abergwily  and  Caermardhyn,  and  fo 

by  Lhanftephan  tp  the  fea. 

Teifi  likewife  which  rifeth  in  the  edge  of  Caermar- 
dhynlhire,  and  runneth  north  weft  by  Emlyn,  Cilger- 
ran,   Cardigan,    and  fo  to  the  north  fea.      In  Tei^ 
above  all  the  rivers  in  Wales,  were  in  Giraldus's  time 
a  great  number  of  caftors,  which  may  be  englilhedKi^r-f 
bevers,  and  are  called,  in  Welch  afanc,    which  name^'[l^*^£jj|,^ 
only  remaineth  in  Wales  at  this  day,  but  what  it  isBciver 
yery  few  can  tell.     It  is   a  beaft  not  much  unlike^"^*^^» 
an  otter,  but  that  it  is  bigger,  all  hairy  faving  the  tail,  Briuih, 
which  is  like  a  fiih  tail,  as  broad  as  a  man's  hand.  This^^*!*^. 
beaft  ufeth  as  well  the  water  as  th6  land,  and  hath  very 
iharp  teeth,  and  biteth  cruelly,   till  he  perceives  the 
bones  crack,  his  ftones  be  of  great  efficacy  in  phyfic. 
He  that  will  learn  what  ftrong  nefts  they  make,  which 
Giraldus  calleth  caftles,   which  they  build  upon  the. 
face  of  the  water  with  great  boughs  which  they  cut 
with  their  teeth,  and  how  fome  lie  upon  their  backs, 
holding  the  wood  wjth  the  fore  feet,  which  the  other 
draweth  with  a  crofs  ftick,  the  which  he  holdeth  in  his 
moyth  to  the  water  fide,  and  other. particularities  of 
their  natures,  let  him  read  Giraldus  in  his  topography 
9? 
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Thb  DECSRtl*trON  o?  WALESt   ^ 
of  Walcji.    TTjere-beb'^fid^^rthcfe  a  grciat .nXJinhcD  of 

tWjveft.anctiiiarth'  fesi^^y^i  in^Glattife^g^ltfliirc, 


i  Ab^f dauglddhtii  ^iti  *F«f  hilDtbkc. 
ihire,  Arth,  ,Aeron..  and  yft^yih^..  in  Cardigan. 
There  be  alfb  mvcrs'fbfdlhips  which  be  addea  to  qrii^ 
fliircs^  and  tver©:taken  hetetoffcre-ftr  |iart3  ofWaA 
and  in  moft  part  of  them  at  tHii'ddy  thd  WdcH^^a* 
guage  is  fpokcnyas  Ofweftry,  Knocking^  Whitting*- 
ton,*  Elfiner,  Mafbroke,  Chirbury,  Caups,  Clun, 
■which  are  nofw  in  Shroplhirc,  Ewyasi-Larcyy;^Exvyis- 
-Haroald,  Clifford  Winforton,  Yardley,  Huntingdon, 
Whitney,  Ldghardneys  in  Hefclfordfhire.  ;AMb-t3iis 
couAtry  of  South  Wales  as  all  the -left  of  Bfltahr,  Vas 
firft  inhabited  by  the  Britains,  which  remain  fchcte  to 
this  day,  -faving  that  in  divers  places,  efpecially  ktbng 
the  fca  fliore,  diey  have  'been  mli^lcd  with  S^dnt, 
Normans  (which  the  Welch  hiftdry^blfcth  Frenrfittitn) 
and  Flemings ;  fo  that  the  princes  of  Wates,  fince^ftic 
^onquejft  of  the  Kormans,  could  never  keep  quiet  flof- 
feffion  thereof^  but  what  for  ftrangers,  and  wht^  fbir 
difloyalty  of  their  own  people,  vexation  and  v^nti  wefi^ 
for  the  moft  part  conipelled  to  keep  themJeiv^^  in 
Caermardhynlhire.  ■'*   ' 


Th« 


ynm9f^4in.:\9Tiii  M(?f?^«7ff»wM'Out''Or.  the 
^^i7)P%4^^  the. 

•-•'-'•     It^printM  Yrdm  the  Edition  of  1584.  • 

1,1? /primiv  the  .&idfloKilhijb  in  length  from  Rym^  i 
!,  ;brttJte^po  Ae^^^lliflde^  to  Putb  Conan  on  the  well 
fi4cf,  ^.^  nuJps*jO'^etreadth  .thereof  from  the,  ha- 
ven, of  jihuriha'UfjsXm\Jtbtrdaony  tm'the  fouth  fide,  to 
ttjir^fipest  ^i^^treSnifdJhiUy  above  Morlejs  ciaitie, 
U,2;Z,  miles*       f    ./v.  if  -         '     •"  >'  '    .    ^' 

'  ^ ,  ^iji  ^e  faWij  i|9j^i|>t  beiQg  ^  a  *  lorcUkip  marcHor;     ^ 

thIe.,lQflds  ever^'fitt^C^tte  ypiuwog  of  die  famfci  owfiig 
ti^.obe!die«C5c^ljr..te  the  .cr<wtn>  haf?!5iif<?d  tHefeih. 
j^^fSali^ :  /tKiktivthe  tritliof  til  adkiens,  a»  wett  real 
af  fitericmal^.  wiU^^jeas  of  the  cxxiwn^  ind  aiithomf  to 
pmkH;)9iU'9flfeii<)es^>tr^afon.Ofri^  "'*  b; 

.j^eai  cherp.wer^.jrlordlbipsy  toU'xt>  Sengbithrftb^  j 
AfyfJIsn^  Rullrifi^  LbanUetbian^  'Tir'Iirlh,  GiyH  R«*- 
Mff^j^/U$^^'  Nttk^  Ccyty^  "fuioMM  vasAr  Lbanmiil  »Iias; 
Bouiaricni  ^^t  wwre  members' of- the  faid  lordftlp  nf 
Qlamargan^  .  In  every  of  the  members  were  the  tike 
Jura  ri^oAa  ufed  in  all  thinjgs^  faving  that  if  any 
wrooggudgemt^t  were  given  in  any  of  the  courts  of 
the  rai||K^  it  ihouid  be  reverfed  by  a  writ  of 

falfc  j^jgemcnt  in  the  county  court  of  Glamorgan,  as 
fimeriqr  court  to  the  faid  members.     AHb  all  matters 
ot  confcience  happening  in  debate  in  any  of  the  laid 
members,    Ihould  be  heard  and  determined  in  the 
cbancery  of  Glamorgan^  before  the  chancellor  thereof. 

Item,  the  body  of  the  faid  Idrdihip  of  Glamorgan  4 
was  (before  the  alteration  of  the  laws  in  tVaks)  a 
cQunty  df  itfclt^ .  ^yhereia  the  lord  had  two  caftles  and 
three  market  towns,  to  wit,  the  caftle  and  town  of 
Kyf^gs^  alias  Kefnffigen,  in  the  weft  part  thereof,  and 
CVit?Jr/^^*towji,  alius  Pont  vaen^  in  the  middeft.  And 

the 


iXhr  Gruflfyth  ap  Conan.  ma.  JSttf. 

the  tQwaand  caftle  of  Carhff^  or  Caer-DJbydb^  in  the 
caft  pafrt,  *ih  TVhich  caftle  of  Cardyff,  die  lord  did  inoft 
inhabit';  and  therein  he  had  his  ChaQcery  and  Exche- 
quer, and  a  fair  court  houfe,  wherein  the  county- 
court  was  monthly  kept  on  the  Monday  for  all  the 
fuitcrs  of  the  ihrievalty,  that  is,  of  the  body  of  the 
laid  lordihip  itfelf,  without  the  faid  members. 
J  Item,' within  the  faitf-  fhrievalty,  or  body  of  the 
faid  lordihip,  were  i8  caftles,  and  $6'}u{^t^p  fee} 
and  an  half,  that  held  of  the  laid  lordffaip  of  Gtamor-^ 
gan  by  knights  fervice,  befides  a  great  number  of  free- 
holders* 
6         Item,  in  eight  of  the  faud  members  were  ten  caftles 

and  four  borough  towns. 
7^        Item, .  the  annual  revenues  of  the  faid  Ibrdfeip,  with 
2^*^'?*^^ the  membersi  Wias  loco  marks,  whiereof  'was  allowed - 
before t'h7' in  fees. 400  marks;  of  the  which  members  -aforelaid, 
Siw''     y^^  G^J^tf^^,  Efq;  occupieth  one  at -this  day,  defcend- 
ed  unto  him  from  th^  Turteruiles  h\$  aaceftors,  that  is 
to  wit,^  Jordfliipof  C^/ftf:  and  the  heir  of  Join 
Bajfet  enjoyeth  another,  to  wit,  the  lordllit^  of  Tala-, 
,    urn,  by;pypchafe  from  King  Edward  the  fixth.     The 
other  nine  rnembers,  witli  four  of  theaforefaid  knights  - 
fees,  and  all  the  caftlef,.;iiiarket  town3^  and  borough 
towns,  with  the  demefees  of  the  &me;  and  all  the 
lands  that  were  in  the  lords  hands,  parcel  of  the  faid 
lordfliip  and  members,-  the  cart  of  Penbr4h  hath  pur* . 
^^^^;*^«"f  chafed     So  that  there  remaineth  now  to  the  fenior  of 
^^c^cmory  th(?  laid  Iprdftiip  of  Glamorgan  (being  in  the  Queen's 
Majefty^s  hands)  but  the  moity  only  of  the  manor  of 
Dynafpowysy  of  the  value  of  26  pound*  by  the  year. 

The  Manner  of  the  winning  of  the  faid 
Lordfliip. 

^^9^  TN  the  year  of  our  Lord  1091,  and  iq  the  fourth 
X  year  of  the  reign  of  King  miliam  Rufus,  one 
leftyn  the  fon  of  Gungant^  being  lord  of  the  faid  lord- 
Ihip  of  Glamorgan,  Rces  af  TkodoCy  prince  of  Sautb 

WTaks^ 


WaUsy  that  is,  of  Caertnarthynejhire  and  Cardigan/hire^ 
made^war  upon  him*     Whereupon  the  faid  l^nj  un— 
derftaildrng^  himfelf  unable  to  withftand  the  faid  Rees 
without  fomeaid  othewili^ .font  odc  £)«»»,. a^ gentle- 
man oF  his,  to  England,  to  one  Robertus  Fitzbamons 
a  worthy  man,  aad  knight  of  the  privy  ^hfUBber-with 
the  fa\4.  V^hgj^to  retain  hini  for  his  fuccbur.     The. 
which*  Robert  y  being  defirous  to  exercife  hinxfelf  inthc 
feats  of  war,  agreed  fbon  with  him  thereto,  for  a.  fa- 
laxy  to  him' 'granted  for  the' fame.     Whercuppn  the 
faid  Robert  Filzbamon  vet^Lincd  to  his'  Icrvicc  far  thci 
faid  journey,  twelve  knights,'  and  a  competent  num:^ 
ber  of  foldiers,  and  went  into  pyaJeSy  and  joining  there 
with  the  power  of  the  faid  lefiyn^  fought  with  the  faidi 
Rees  ap  Tewdor  and  killed  him,  and  onkConan  his  fon. 
After  ^ which  viftory,   the. ^  faid    Robert    Fitzhamm, 
mindhlg  to  I'ctUrti  home  again  with  h^  -.conxpaoy,  de- 
n^nded  his  falaryto  him  due  of  the  {di(\\Jtefi^^  ac^ 
col'4in'g  tcT  the  covenal)ts  and  promifes.agrccd  upon  be- 
tw^een  h?m  aiid  the  aforefaid  JEnecn^  on  the  behalf  of 
the  faid  leftyn  his  mafter.  '  The  which  to  perform  in  all 
points,  the  faid  lefyn  denied;  and  thereupon  they  fell 
out,'  fo  Thar  h  came' to  be  tried  by  battle*.   And  for-  ^ 
fomu^h.  as  the  faid  J^on  faw  his  mafter  go  from  di- 
vdtg  a!i^cles  and  promifes'Aat  he  had  willed  him  to 
cohdiude  vvtthXhe;  faid  R^btT/  Fitzbamon;,  oo  his  be- 
half; he  forfook  bis  mafter,  and  took  part,  he  and  his 
fricW^Sj   .with'  th^   faid.  R^ert    Fitzbajmon.     la  the  • 
which  conflift^  the  faiU  lejiyn  with  a  great  number  of- 
his  mcii  were  llain,.  whereby  the  faid  Robert  Fitzban  , 
mVn  \ton  the  peaceable  poffeflion  of  the  whole  lordftiip 
of  Glamor^dn^  with  the  members,  of  the  which  he 
gave  certain. caftles  and  manors,  in  reward  of  ftrvicc, 
to  the  fai4  twplVe  knights,  and  to  other  his  gentle- 
men. 


Tho 
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'ipjjie  Names ,  and'  Sirhames  of  the  l&id 
-.n.r.  Twelve  Knights-.wcre  thefe.    ■ 

......  »..••♦  .  •».  'I    J 

1  TTTILLIAM  de  Lcmdres^  alias  London. 

2  ^^    Eicbardus  de  Grana  viUa^  alias  Grtenfedd.    • 


\ 


3  Paganus  de  'furieruile.  , 

4  Robertus  de  ^.  ^intino^  alias  ^.  ^intint. 


^  c  Richardus  de  Syward. 


^         -  Gilberius  de  Humfrevile. 

7  Rogerus  de  BerkroUes. 
\  8  Reginatdus  de  Sully.     '  .  .    ,       . 

or        9  P^/fr  &  Soore: 

lo  Johannes  ie  Plemng. 

V    .    II  OHverus  de  S.Jobn^  a  younger' brother  of  tKe  Lord 

^.  John^  of  B^^^, 

i4  William  le  Efterling^  whofe  anceftors  cairie  .Qut;  of 

Danjke  to  England  with  the  D^f^^,  and  is  pow  by 

fliortnefs  of  Ipeech.  called  Stradling.  ^  .  ^ 

The  Parcels  given  by  xhe  laid  Robert 
Fitzhamon  to  the  jlaid  Twelve  Knights 
and  others^  in  Reward  of  Service. 

1  T  N  primis,  to  the  faid  William  de  Londfps^  the  laid 
Ogmor.   J:  Robert  Fitzbamon  gave  the  caftle  and  manor  of'CV- 

'    -  w^,'being  four  knights  fees;  now  parcel  of 'tlii'*J)of-'[ 
feffiom  of  the  duchy  of  Lancaffer.  *'  .,        "' 

2  Item,  to  the  ftwenamed  Sir  Richard  Oreenfeeldj  \i^ 
Neih.    gave  the  caftle  and  lordihip  of  Netb^  being  one  of  the 

members  aferefaid ;  and  now  pcurcel  of  the  f  ofle^p^; 
or  the  Right  Horn  the  Earl  of  Penbroke. 

3  Item,  to  Sir  Paine  Turberuile^  he  gave  the  caftle  and 
c^'y^jr-   lordfliip  of  Ciy/y,  being  another  of  the  faid  members ; 

aod  now  parcel  of  the  poiTeffiom  of  J^Mitiina^^XX^M 
4 '     Jtem,  to  Sir  Robert  S.  S^mMttne  4ui  ga^e4ke-  ^Idl 
Jb"«.^^*  and  lordlhip^'of  Lhan  Bletban,  being  anottow^ttlfc  fldd^ 
%,  memberSj 


members;   and  now  parcel  of  the  pofleffions  of  S. 
ff^am  Hifiert^  of  Szvanfeyy  Kpt. 

Wm,  "¥6  Sir  RicPmyyward^  he  gaVe  thecaftlc  and     5 
lordflupof  SW«Mi^Hbtfng'ai^chejrK)f^«he  faid  mem-  Taku«ii. 
bers;  and  now  parcel  of  the  pofieiiions  of  AntlMff 
Maunfellj  Efo.     ^  .    .^  ,  . .   .      , . 

Item^  to  Sir  Gilbert  Humfrevik^,  h<j^j;aYe  (jhe  caftle     6 
and  manor  of  Penmarke^  being  three  kpiglits  fees;  now^*^^«^ 
parcel  of  the  poffeiEons  of  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  St. 
Jobnj  of  BkJfo.  .. 

Item,  to  Sir  Reginald de  SuU)\  he. gave  t^?  .caftle     7 
and  m^or  of  Sully^  fo  fince  csJled  after  his  name,  be*    ^^^^r- 
ing  two  knights  fees ;  now  divided  betwixt  the  Earl  of 
Penbroke^  and  the  Lord  5/.  Jalm^  of  BUdfo. 

Item,  to  Sir  Roger  BerkroUesy  he  gave  the  manor  of     8 
Eaft  Orchard^  being  one  knight's  fte;  now  parcel  of  »•*  Oicii. 
the  pSffcffions  of  5.  miliam  Herbert^  c(  Swanjiy.         •^' 

Item,  to  SirP^/flg^  Soore^  he  gave  the  caftle  and     p 
mfthor  of  P'^/SwJr^^loTnow  called  after  his  name,  be-  Ptterton.  ,^#^  ^r^r 
ing  one  knight's  fee ;  now  parcel  of.  the  pofleffions  of 
the  Earl  of  Penbroke. 

Item,  to  Sir  John  Fleming,  he  gave  the  caftle  and  10 
manoi;.  <tf  S/.  G^^f^,   being  one  knight's  fee;    and «.  ceoiic. 
holdqn  of  his  pofterity'the  Flemings  to  this  day. 

ftemj'te'^tr  Jtin  St.  Jobn^  he  gave  the  caflJe  apd   n 
manor,  jof  Ftmmon  or  Fw«w,'  beipg  one  knight's  fee;  Fonmon: 
and  now  parcel  of  the  pofleffions  of  the  Lord  5/.  Jobn^ 
of^Udfo. 

Ifcm,  Xo,  Sir  PP^f$am  le  Efierlingj  alias  Stradlingy  hef  jx 
gayii^tfi^  caitle  and  manor  of  5/.  Donats^  or  St.  Denmt,  s.  i>m*t'« 
bein^onc  knight's  fee;  now  parcel  of  the  poUeffiom 
of.  I^iri  Edward  Stradlingy  Knt.  that  now  is. 

Sum.  '  Four  Lordfliips   Members,   a^d 
Thirteen  Knights  Fees. 

ITSM»  he  gave  to  the  afbrefaid  Eneon  that  took  kk  13 
part,  the  lordlhip  of  Sengbenrytb^  being  another  of 
the  fakl  manbcrs.  ^    . 

f  Item, 


xxviii  Gniffyth  ^p  Conaii*  fHU.  Rjtff. 

j^         Item,  he  gave  thejidtftk  andjlordfliip  of  ^wp^ifiiip- 
ther  of  the  laid  m^Mts^j^jG^tfldf^  Fif^fi^»  the 
^  eldeft  fon  of.ih^&i4i?^»'  '^^   .  ii    i.  ::  .:^/*  ^ .. . 

the  {aid  members,  to  another  fon  of  the  faid  lefyfft^, .. 
16  Item,  the  reft  of  the  forefaid  knights  fees,  being 
twenty-two  and  an  half,  he  diftributed  part  to  gentle- 
men tha?.(e)t^4i^iflf^  ^v^Rt^cShS:/^^**?"^*  ^¥ 
owners  of  the  fj^pc• 

The  Portion  that  the  Lor^  kept  for  him- 

THE  cii^^ofj^^if^        fefe^  wth  thefcre- 
faid  tbiip  mai^j^^towiis  of  Car^j^^Kffifi^  ^d 

;.'',^  Yftiti"  lord0iip ,  pf" iOkpmgany .  arid  all .  th^  deroef^e^  j>f 
•-:i  |tfie  famo,  wicV  the  reA  of  the  faid  members;  to/^t, 
,7.^Affy^^ff,  GJynrftkn^  Xyr  larl,  zp^fX .  Btrviarm^'^^^s 
Ldni-jjll:  an<i. the  chief'  feniory  of  the  whplcj. .^e 
faid  Robert  PUzhmofi  lLtpt  to  bimfelf.  '  AncJ  ^;j^^ 
faid  lordfiiip  pf  Bfiviarim^  he  had  a  large  gr^ijK^or 
houfe  of  hulbandry,  with  lands  tothe.fanacb^li5i|ngjg& 
t^  ferved  him  for  the  provifion  of  corn  to  hi?.  ^Jjjulcl 
l|^  dwelt  himfelf  moft  in  the  faid  caftle  otxow^^i^ 
Cardyff,  being  a  fair  haven  town.  And.heep^p^e 
WjC^^l^haye  t^e  aforefaid  twelve  knights  and.^^^eirs 
8ffiri  attenijlance  upon  him  every  county  ^J^/C^^pR 
ijgis^always  l^ept  by  the  Iheriffin  the  utter  waid  gillie 
fa^cj^^pn.the  Monday  iiionthly  as  is  teior.e  feid) 
^jg^g^V^  ,9vcrj^  Q^ie  of  them,  a  lodging  within  itj^^'^^id 
t^>y^4^^^  heirs,  or  tKofc' t^t^^j^- 

[^Ic4  tqc  fen^cxkf  tlicir  hcirs^  do  cjnjoy  at  .^liis  ctf^ 

J\!|fo' tl^ftH'POff^^^^  the  county 'i^a}j'j,^ibfiiT^.^ 

Tuef^a^',  the  lord'^'chanccllorYat  ah\ays  4^  tfl^  ^^- 


thc 


^(^  etSf^^  t^t^tisuen^  MpouHii:  totA  ;'^>Mid'th'e  Wi<db 
nefday  every  man  drew  home^ifttd^  ifii^d^eh  beg^^tyg^ 
cou^df'tlie'TBWttiljektSJ'txt  ke|)t 'to^^apifer,  oae'^^er       \ 

anotli^v  '  ..-  .••  :_■..■.■■         .  ......  ,.,-  .,,    ■    ,- ,.;'  , ', 

th^  Ptdigtte  blRohift  Fii^haimny  and' 
of  his  Heirs,  Lords  of  Glamorgan. 

1     /TTSHE  faid  Rohert  Fiizbamoif^  was  fon  to  Ha-  somcdoif- 

J[     m^;f,a  gr^ablciid^  and  kih&ian  of  JVilHam  firm  thn  hi 

the  Conquir&r^  who  came  itito  the  realm  with  him.  ^JJ^l^f^ 

This  Robert  (as  is  before  faid)  was  kni^  of  th^  Noimawiy. 

fenvy  chambdr  with  Kiig  /il^di^  A^    who  j^s 

ft  aj^arcth  m  the  Chronidesy  dreamed  the  nigkt 

l^efwe  the  king  was  kilted,  that  he  faw  the  KAg  torn  jvi^,^^^ 

^ itf  Pieces  by  wolves ;  and  dierefore,  by'hls  petfuafil  Hb. t\  p. n! 

'  *4^r  b«  ^ilkd  the  Mng  to  forbear  tb  go  abto^dtKaj:  m,«*^^^^^^^^ 

JOTciioon.    But  the  king,  when  he  had  dined,  there  pv"- 

'  'i^at^tornan  able  to  (lay  hiiA,  bnt  that  hcwouhi 

'i}3it  forth  a  hunting  into  thenftw  forcft,  wTiere  htf 

y«  liain  by  tFalur  Tyrrell^'  by  the  glancing  of  hli; 

'  airow  fliooring  at  a  red  deer. 

i,^  '^i^tyWiJy  the  only  daughter  and  heirefs  of  the  faj^^ 

^'^jfcf^Vr/,  was  iharried  to  Roiert^    Earl  of  Gloteft&'     _ 

!b^.%h  to  King  Henry  die  fhft.  ■  ^ 

""'rW,  Earl  of  GkceJUr^  fon  to  die  faid  Roheri 

^awd^  died  without  iflue  male,  leaving  befiin<l 

Vh'ree  daughters ;  of  the  which,  J^i^r/,  thi^ddr' 

,  Jwas  marrJed  to  King  Jtbn;  theri  Earl  bf  Oi^. 

Wd'^tid  Ldncapr  (as  fonic  chronlclb*  do  ddcfiireiy 

'"it,  foon  as  he  was  made  king  was^divon^d  &btfi 

.^^And  then  flie  was  married  to  'GijFrf^^M^dt- 

'%^^Eafi'of  JE^x,  and  died  without  iflbi,^#fai 

'^Sifx<!&'  find  •  r  ..  '  '  '.n-  ,7,-;bbi;  1 

^J^^mttovA  daughter  named^^fi^r/tf,  w^$  filir>?ed 
^\t6'Sy  Wa^i  if  C^re,^  then  Earl  bf  fi^r^i'bj^Wlibffi 

f  a  h^ 


XXX  Gruffyth  ap  Conarh  Will  Ruf,- 

he  had    the  earldom  of  Giocefier.  .   And   Mabilcy 
the  third   daughter   was   married  to  the  Earl   of. 

Eureux.  ; 

5     Siv'Gill^art  de  Clarey  foil  to  the'laidCiW/i  was  the 
fourth  Earl  of  Glocejier.         /'      ..  ^^ 

6  Sir  Richard  de  Clares  Son  was  the  fifth  earl. 

7  Sir  Gilbart's  ^rx  was  tjie  fixth  earl. 

8  Sit  .Giliari^s  foft,  AvbO  mai-ricd  J^j;?/};^;?  jirt/s 
daughter  to  tLing^^Edward  1.  was^'tlie  fevcnth  earl. 

9  .Sir  Gilbart  Je  Clare  their  fcto  wa%  th^^  eigh\:h,carl, 
and  he  was  flain  by  the  Scots  in  King  Edward  the 
Second^s  time;  and  then  the  earldom  fell  between 
his  three  fitters*  Of  the  which  Ulidncr  tht  'eWeft 
was  married  to  Hugh  Spinfer  the  fon,  in  her  right 
Earl  of.  Ghcefter.  Margaret  the  fecoud  was  niisnr- 
ried  to  Peires  Gaueftoriy  and  after  to  the  Lord  ^o.- J- 
eley.     £/i2tf^^/i  the  third  was  married  firft  to  /f^'/^ 

:  Ham  Lord  Burgby  Earl  of  l/^rr,  and  after  to 
Ra^b  Rocb^  Baron  of  jknuy^  in  Irehndi  Ihe  was 
married  the  third  time  to  Theobald  L.  Verdoun^  aad 
laftly  to  Siir  Roger  Damory^  and  had  iffue  by  eycr)'- 
one  of  them. 

10  Sir  Hugh  Spencer  had  to  his  wives  purpaitee  the 
faid  lordihip  of  Glamorgatu 

1 1  Sir  Hugh  Lord  Spencer  their  fon  enjoyed  the  faiw, 
and  died  without  ilTuc. 

i^  Edward  Lord  Spencer^^  fon  to  Edward^  brother  to. 
the  faid  Hugby  fucceeded-  die  faid  Hugh  therqn. 

13  Thomas  Lord  Spencer ^  his  fon,  fucceeded  hifn.  ' 

14  Richard  Lord  Spencer,  his  fon,  fucceeded  him,  and- 
died  in  ward. 

15  Ifabelly  filler  to  Richard^  fucceeded  hirti,  and 
mkrried  with  Richard  Beauchamp^  Earl  of  Worc^- 
ter^  and  Lord  Burgavenn)\  who  had  iffue  by  Kcr  a 
daughter  only,  and  died.  The  which  daughter 
was  married  to  Edward^  the  fon  of  Dawraby^ 
Ralph  Neue/j  Earl  of  fVefimcreland.  And  after  the 
death  of  the  faid  Earl  of  IVorceJler^  the  (aid  Ifaiell 

.  >  married 


0^0.  Ruf.  Gruffyth  ap  Conan.  xxxi 

married  with    Richard  Beaucbamp^  Earl  of  fVar^ 

16  Henry  Beaucbamp^  Earl  of  JFarwickj  .and  after 
Duke  of  Pf^arwicky  thieir  fon  died  without  iflue. 

1 7  Atme  h«  fifter  9f  whole  blood  fucceeded  him,  and 
married  v^ith  Richard  Neuel^  after  Earl  of  Salif- 
bnric^  and  in  her  right  Earl  of  IVarmck  \  and  had 
iflue  two  daughters,  Marie,  married  to  the  Duke 
Clarence  J  2Lnd^nne^  married  firft  to  Prince  Ed'u;ardj 
ilaih  at  Teuxburiey  and  after  his  death  with  Rich- 
ardy  Duke  of  Glocejier^  who  was  afterward  King 
of  England.      .     ,, ,. 

18    The  faid  *y/»;/^ "and  King  Richard  (being  then 

Duke  of  Glo'cejler)  had  the  faid  lordlhip  given  unto 

.  theni  by  the  faid  4w^,  Countefs' of 'iS^^ra?/V/f ,  her 

. .  inothcr* 

ip     iCing  //if»ry  the  Seventh  enjoyed  the  Tame  after 

^  tl^j^  death  of  Jtingi?/^tfr^.  • 

2Q    ^f^y  Duke:6f  Bedford^  enjoyed  the  famd  by  the 

^'^tt,of  King  Henry  the  Seventh,  and  died  wit|iout 

*^mue;  and  by  redbn  thereof  it  remained  to  the 

_  king  again. 

2  i  "King  Henry  the  Eighth  enjoyied  the  fame  after  his 

father. 
22^    Ipng  Edward  the  Sixth  fucceeded  him  therein,        , 

;^;jid  fold  almoft  all  the  lands  thereof, 
23  ' ,. Queen  Mary  fucceeded  him  in  the  feniory. 
24 '  Xlji^ci^  Elizabeth  our  moft  dread  fovereign  that 
nQw  is,  doth  fucceed  her  in  the  fame  feniory,  and 
KatK  fold  the  lordihip  of  Netb  from  it;  lo  that 
.  ^.  now ;  there  remain  no  more  lands  appertaining  to- 
"^tM  feniory,  but  the  moity  of  the  manor  of  Pet- 
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The  Pedigree  of  LonJresj  Lord  of  0^- 

manor  of  O^ore  (as  isDefore  fajd)  vMt^U 
.terwards  the  lpr<iihip6  of  l^dw^ljsfy  and  C^rpi^U 
)bion^  in  Caermartben/hirij  from  the  fTelJbmen  %  find 
gave  to  Sir  ^rwW  Ji^^ilfr,  Jiis  fervant,  the  cajllc;and 
manor  q(  Dunrfe^fi^  in  the  lordfhip  of  Ofj^mff^  a- 
forefaid.  The  wjiiph  ever  Jipce  hath  cx)Btmued  in 
the  heirs  male  of  the  faid  Arnold  Mutkr^  until  with- 
.  in  thefc  few  y^ars  that  it^  fell  to  Waiter  Vaghan^  (U*' 
*'  tcr's  fon  to  Arnold^  Butler^  the  laft  of  the  Butlerixhzx. 

was  owner  th^repf.  .     ,/ 

a     Simon  de  Londres^  his  fon,  fucceedcd  himt 
3    William,  de  ffOndr^s^  fucceedcd  his  father  Simoif^  agd 

had  ifliie  one  Ion,  "     ,  /  .  * 

^    JMhris  d^  LonffreSj  his  fon^  fucceeded  him,  an^had 

iflue  one  pnly  daughter.. 
5    The  laid  daughter  married  with  ope  Seward^  a  pan 

of  great  poflemons. 
f    They  had  iflue  a  daughter  only,  married  to  tiemie^ 
'   Earl  of  Lancajiery  brother  to  Tbomd^y  Earl  of  ^»- 

7    Nenrie  their  fonj,  ma^de  afterwards  Duke  <af  Lan- 
'  cqfter^  did  Aicceqd  them ;  and  fo  the  faid  three  lord- 
ihips,  Ogmore^^  Kydwelbeyf  m^  Carntwilbhn,  bjgcaipc 
parcels  of  th?  Dujchy  of  Lancafi^  ^cyer  after.,  ^ 

','        The  Pedigr.ee  of  Gmmf$?l^.^^l 

SIR  Richard  Gre^tfeel^  htfyrt  (kid  (to  trtioffl  the 
lordfhip  of  ^eik  was  given  in  reward)  vriB^^Hd  of 
Xbe'caiiBe  and  manor  of  Bydyford,  in  D^^^ijbir^i^  ^^ 
tiitt^  he  came  into  Wales  mih  the  faid  Robert  P^xifi' 
ftbni^tiA  founded  an  abby  of  white  monks  ih  W//i> 
uiid  gave  the  wbflle  lordfliip  to  the  makKc^eMce  of 
t^e^fime/  and  thai  Peturnod  back  agaift  \x^  JW&W^f 
tehemis  th«  \(R}t  malfe  0f  Kis  body  d^tk  ji^t^^ain, 
4m*enjayeth'tbf  f^tti^e.   -  -   .  'r-^^   -^  >k\^^^ 


m&ikf^         OWiHyfe'ip  Cohan.  aadU 

^^OlobujJ   ,tv-VjV.:.A   io  33i;!>:!)j'^.   y'" 

^  *  Sir  S«!nw  "TMrb^ruik  fvicceedeAilliii,  4nd  died  With- 

"buca^ueV':^"'  ^;^^';  ;;  •  "  •  ^   /  •" 

3"^  Sir  CUhart  ^urherutfe  fucceeded  his  hrodien 
4.     Str  Paine  Turheruiley   his  Ibn  fiicceeded  him,  and 
marded  Mawd^  daughter  and  fole  heir  to  Morgan 
Gam^  one  of  the  nephews  of  the  aforefaid  leftyn. 
^  ^  ^\t  Gilbarl  their  foil  quartered  ii;/?y»'s  arms  with 

^urbermle^s.  ,         . 

6     Sir  Gilbarty  his  fon,  fucceeded  hjm4 

JSiribVWii  his  fon,  fucceeded  him* 
'^itPainCy  his  Ibn,  'fuCceeded  him,  who  ittartjed 
with  H^enUnan^   daughter  to  ^\t  Richard  tathot^        / 
ICht*  and  had  iffue  by  her,  two  fons,  that  i^to 
_  wit,.  Gilbart  and  Richard i    and  fbiir  daughters, 

^iiamely,  Catharine,  Margaret y  ^tgnei^  ^^^  ^^» 
^^    ^ir  Gilbart  fucceeded  Sir  Paine  his  father^ 
io  V$ir  Gilbarty  his  fon,   fucceeded  him,   and  diec! 

'*  without  iflue, 
II  -r  Sir  Rkbardj  his  father*s  brother,  fucceeded  hun, 
''^  "^nd  having  no  ifiiie,  entailed  the  lordlhip  of  Cpity 

to  the  heirs  male  of  Sir  Rjoger  Berkerolksy  Knt 

'^i^  'Sir  ]R/)ger  BerkerolIeSy   Knt.    fon  to  Sir  fPtlSam 

Berkerollesj  Knt.  and  Phelice  his  wife,  one  o^  the      v/ 

dau^ters  of  Feere^  Earl  of  Oxenfcrd,  which  faid 

Sir'Kiif^  had  married  Catharine^  the  e^deft  fifter 

) ai  flfc Af  ^id  Sir  Richard.    And.  ^pr  d^fenU  ofi  fwd^ 

t  .  S^f^/tho  reDfiainder  to  the  heirs. 'male  qi  Sir  0* 

il^  ^t!afJ[\^^^pOQliy  Knt«  who  married  w^th  M»ga^U 

^^icifePP^^^jfifter  of  the  faid  Richqn^..    And  fer.defwlt 

^^\^  ffwh  ifliue,othe  remainder  tci  th?  he«ft,of«8ir 

io  ^3fei*ji*-fe  «Wr^  Knt.  and  .r^iw  4^is  wf^  trine 

.aiBiw»iji'fHf:«valft()#ie,  jrerpaiq^  hfiVs^mklof 

William  Gama^e,  and  of  Saroc^  wif<^^«b6M^«tth 
-irfTfiftcr  to  the  faid  Sir  Richard  ^urbtrmk. 

f  4  The 


Thq  {aidBerkrollef,  Stakepoble\  ot'Sfacpd0ley\nd  De 

after  ftedcatfi' oj  QttLaiireHci  ^0ii^ottes',  ;XilK^Yoii 
to  tlie  ikid  Sir  Aogerl^ir^d  CathanfieYCiiynft ;  the  feid 

"iordfiiip.  fell  \6  BirtTdUam  Qa^ti^eiSp^^      Gmtt^ 

'■  fon  to  the  forefaid  PFiltiam  Gamdgey  '^ASarli. '  ;The 
jGud  fyilliam  was  Ton  to  Sir  RoHm  Gamage^  Knt^i^n 
to  Paine  Carnage:,  \ovd  of  the  manor  of  Rdgickie^  in 
the  county  oX  Monfnw^tb.  The' forefaid  Sir  05^/7- 
rtam  had  ^Bitfbomasy  "Thomash^d  iflue  John^Jbbn 
had  iflue  Morgan^  Morgan  had  iflue  Sir  Thomas  Ga- 
mage^  Knt.  and  Marganty  wife  to  /<?»*/»  Thomas^ 
and  j^;i^,  wife  to  Robert  Raglan^  zn^  Catharine^ 
wife  to  Reginald  ap  Howel^  and  fTeHlbiafiy  wife  "to 

,  Thomas  ap  Meyric. 

The  faid  Sir  Thomas  Gamage  had  iflue  i?^^^/(7^w 

'  Wtfj^^,  that  late  was ;  Catharine  hiis  eldeft  daughter/ 
wife  to  Sir  Thomas  StradUngy  Knt.  Marie  the  Ie6<md 
daughter,  wife  to  Matthew  Herebert^y  Margaret  ^e 
fhird  daughter,  wife  to  the  Lord  ff^illiam  HowaKd; 

♦  Robert,  the  only  brother  of  the  faid  Sir  RICHARD  STAC- 
POOLS f  xnarricd  a  dau^iter  of  Sir  John  Sltjylt^,  or  CecilL     .   '\ 

Sir  fFiliiam  StacpooU,  his  eldeft  JTon^  married  a  daughter  of 
Howel  ap  Itbelj  Lord  of  iJ<^<?/  and  Rynomqc,  now  Denhigbland^  T^^ 
faid  Sir  WILLIAM  SIT  AC  POOLE  had  a  command  in  air  annji^ 
nufed  in  the  reign  of  King  Sttpbeu^  againft  Dofvid,  KUg  ^ 
&«/i9  but  died  young»  leaving  three  fons  and  one  daughtior.  -,    ;  ' . .« 

Sir   RtCHARD    STACPOOIE,  his  eldeft    fon,    of  StjO', 
POOLE,  in  the  county  of  Pemhrooh^  married  a  daughter  oT  Sit 
•        Hknr)  t^ihion,  c( Baddbn,  in  this  Pck,  /'  \*  '^    \ 

No'mention  is  made  of  the  fecond  ion ;  but  Rokriy  .th^  ybaj^g^  * 
eft  fon>  encouraged  by  his  coufin  Robert  Pits^efben,  went  over  to 
Ireland  with  Richard,  Earl  of  StriguUt  knotvn  by  the  n^e  of 
Strcnghmi'f  and  wa«  ^  captain  <ot  ^u-chers  in 'that  ilini6ii>^  the 
army  that  Fitstfl^ben  commanded  under  Strongbew,   in  the  year 
1 1^  ^  £bBit69iuh  voir  of  KiQf  ,&r/irir  the  Second.    ^    q  J  r  ^ 
^Tijej  faid  i?0-B£jRr  STJCPOOLS  afterwards  fettled  jn  /rf&i< 
aiid^is  Iineat  deicehdaint  has  a  large  property  in  tJie  a>afli^  orfcXi?^ 
ii/fekt  kingdom;      '     '         "  "  '  •  -    T  -^J   3-   ^ 

^ISie  «ild'm^k)fioii  4£SrACP.0QLB  Couiiv.  sxkI  fle  l99tp  J^ttmi 
Pe^§oke/^Jre,  dei^i^di  tp  a  grand  dajughter  of  .die  i4c^ndSie\ 


'::iLiRD  STACPOOLE,  and  is  now  the  properly,  ot  tiie  fd(i, 
or  the  late  Pry/e  CmfieJr,  ttq;yiifh^'^^/tiittnmm^ 
and  died  in  1 769^'  •»>•/..;   i»/J.    ,,  j.^ii;;  /;;2*j/h  u-'/.u 

and 


0?^i^^^^^*'f%  fwrrh  daughter,  wjfp  t^  lUsbard 
.\M^^    oi^Pe^kroohJhire^,  ?^%fo/ ll^^e  Taid /jtf ^^^ 
',r)r^*ff?y  had  iliue.jj^^^^  G<?^i^^',tftaji'now'is,'  'V*'/ 
-     SplJf  .heir,  geperal  to  the  faid  Sir^'j?;?^^  Berkroff^s^ 

*^^>;  and  Catharine^   one  of  th^  four  ^fteifsV  and 
sirs'general  to  the  aforefaid  S\r  JRUhar.d  Turifrrnlcy 

^nt^  JP  Sir  Edward  SSfadlin^^  Knt.  that  no^y  is^  ,* 
_     Sole  heir  general  to  the  faid  Sir  Richard  StakepooUy 

of,  Penhrociejhirey  apd  Margaret  his  wife,   another 

of  theibur  ufters,  and  heirs  gcnerU  to  the^  faid  Sir 
.  Rtcbard  Turheruile^  Knt.  is  Sir  Gecrge  Vernon^  Riit. 

3  .  Heirs  general  to  the  faid  Sir  John  de  la  Beare,  Knt. 
and  ^^^nes  his  wife,  another  of  the  four  lifters,  and 
heirs  general  of  the  laid  Sir  Richard  Turieruile^Kn% 
zxt  Oliucr  S.  John,  Lord  S.  John,  of  Bkdfo^  and 
ff^ijliam  BaJJiff  of  Glamorgan^  Efq.  that  now  is/ 

4  .  ^ahn  Gamage^  Efq.  that  now  is,  is  as  well  heir  ge- 
.  Iieraj  lineally  defcended  from  Sara  the  fourth  ^er^ 
^id  heir  to  the  faid  Sir  Richard  Turberuiky  Knt. ,  as 

J9\(o  heir  by  the  eptail  aforefaid,  to  the  whole  lord-, 
ihip  of  Copy. 

Robert  de  S.  ^intine^  his  Pedigree. 

SIR  Rohrt  de  S.  ^ntiney  to  whom  the  lordlhip  of; 
Lhanbleibian  was  given,  and  his  illue  male  enjoy^ 
ed  the  fame,  until  King  Henry  the  Third's  time.  Arid 
then,  or  in  Ihort  time  after,  his  iffue  male  failed,  ^bf. 
whom  is  defcended  Sir  William  Farr^  late  Marquifs  oi\ 
N^ntbaffifiion, 
;  D.J    ♦  ■  .    .   .;  n*       • 

u^ichard de  Syward^  his  Pedigree^     ..'I 

0](R  Richdrd  Sy^ard^  to  whom  the  lordlhip'  of  ffia* 
?5\^)^<i?^ Vas'given,  and  his  iffue  male,  enjoyefd'tttc 
lame  until  King  Edward  the  Third's  time;  at  iv^^jfij^ 
tiriie4Jlse:i)ear3  thereof  having  OHther  lands  in  Scmefsfit^ 
^4*"|S8*a  -the^  faM'Mifdihip  to  thfe 'Lord  5j)f;ftYr, 'tHw^ 
^moj^^^^  and.  ^ttitWo  Jicmcrfi^^^^^ 

dwdl  there,*  where  "Kis  iflue  male  contihueth  O'epv^.iJ  •'.. 
bn^  '  '"  Gilbert 


mak,  enjoyed  the  feme  till  the  faid'King  Eilwatifi  tifc© 
Third's  time  j.  and, then  the  inheritance  of  tl\e  faid 
caftTe  and  maaoiiiffefcehaed  tidf.Sirv7*A»  ^i  yOki^of 
Fammt  Knt.to  whQm  the  fiyrenainod^  Lord  5,  J^/tx 
o(  J^kifri  is  folc  heir.  ,'"  '   ;  '  "  V'  .         -    7;  ,  : 

Roger  de  BefkaroUeSi  Knt.  his  Pedigree* 

CIR  R^er  5^*^(?/fe^  afonefaid  knight,  tOT^hqW  the' 
^  manor  of  Eaft  Orchard  was   given;  and  his  fflb<J 
male,  enjoyed  th^  fame  till  the  thirteenth  year  of  Uen^l 
tie  the  Fouth ;  that  Sir  Laurence  Berkerolks^  Knt.  di^dL 
whpln  Sir  Eimdri  StradRngy   Kftt.   as  folc  heir  dici* 
fueceed,  being  fon  to  Sir  JViltiam  Stradling^  Knt.  ion;" 
to  Sir  Edward  Stradlingy  Knt.  and  JVtnlhian  fole  iifler 
and  heir  to  ihe  faid  Sir  Laurence^  of  whom  Eduf/frd 
Slf^ingy  Knt.  (that  now  is)  is  lineally  defcendcd."  "^ 

l^ginald  de  Sully y  Knt.  his  PedigrCjf • , 

CIJK  Rtpnfiid  dt  Sntly^  to  whom  the  caftle  40/d  n»^: 
nor  of  Sully  was  g^ven,  and  his  iilUe  malc^^^eiQoy^; 
cd  theiame  until  about  King  Edward  the  Fbft's  ti^ne*' 
And^thcri  it  fell  to.  a  daughter  married  to  Sir  ^\iorg4t9f' 
dt.jtvtfVr  Lord  of,  the  lordftiip  of  Avon  aboye  p^sKj^d;?, 
wJbA£bfob>.Sir  Join  de  Avan^  had  but  oue  daughter^ 
^^L^OtttSk  Qcvrge,  Blunts  of  5Artfjj/2>/r4  is-^  j^^^ 
defeonded .as  foJehe^ir,  whofe  .^nceltoc  g^v^er^tlj^T^i 
l(}Ddfhipx>f.j^i9il^.Aad  the  calUc;  a^d  o^anpr^^^j^^ 
tire  isottl'iiS^c«r,,^i|K)?xphai^e  fQraotbqr  lJ*fl4T^°^>-^1[ 
/^  ,-;S-a  (\\  }'->•]    ;:.;-   /;.   ,-/];;;   .vi  V.  ;f:  3i/;J  bioi  ^m 


Peter  le  Soorey  Knt.  his  Pedigree* 

cafile  and  manor- jof  Pehr-s  "fownej  and  his  iffue 
mil^  -rtjofcdl  tfic  iftme:  vmtil  King  (fyiifj.  the  Foqxtk^k 
«iff€^  Midfthen,dic(|^wtfbov]ri^^ 

xoy^  kFmi»gy  Kat^.  ais  P«digf ce. 

jt  ti^  foinle  Ptmtn^y  Knt.  to  whom  the  cgftlc  and 
^  manor  of  5.  George  was  given,  and  His  i0Ue  male, 
enjoyed  the  fene  until  King  Henry  the  Fourth's  timip ; 
V9t>^^tf,i5'  &U  W  EAm4  Malef^f^  y^ho  ha4  nwricd 
a  daughter  to  the  laft  Fleming.  And  in  King  //^wy 
^^t  S^y^Vb'«  tinjfi  the  Ma^fiints  iflfue  by  ffemingi 
4^^nKf.  failed;  and  then  it  fell  xq(  John  Butler^  of 
iyj^jip^a^^  named,^  Elq.  ^n4  after  the  death  of 

h^pjj^a'nd  of  Jrmld  bis  fon^,  both  t]he  inheritances  of 
i[7fg«^^  Vnd  jBtf//fr  fell  to  fFalfer  f^agban^  of  Erode-, 
«^^,,in  the  county  of  Ifereford^  E^..  ii^w  livin|;, 
fi^^^  fpn  to  the  feid  vir»(?/i/  ^«<//fr. 

i^&er  dii  S.  Johriy  Kflt.  his  Pcdigitee. 

CiR  Oi^tf^  5.  Jobn^  Knt.  to  whom  the  caftle  and 
Oi||RPf ;  of  Fiwmn  was  given,  and  his  heirs  m^le 
havi^Wr  fince  enjoyed  the  fame,  to  whom  the  above 
named  Lord  S.  Jobt^  of  Bkdfo^  that  now  is,  is  fple 
fadi^i  ^Whofe  anceftors  from  the  wimimg  of  the  fai^ 
lo^(Affi%)'  Of  Glamorgan  out  of  die  ffTe^kmens  fasnds, 
faatei^cMtinudlly  dwelt  at  Fonmon  itfare{aid>  uaitS^  the 
lattSf^iJm^'of  King  Edward  the  Fouith*  Thmi^Wrf 
S,'jm,  Efq.  bad  the  faid  YacdOAp  ^06  Bkd/»i^zhid^ 
nwittjf^er  poHcflBons  bcfidcs,  by  rfie  death  o£^  dSbubF. 
Xt^it^rBeOfubamp^  hk  moek«r;  Ktdio^  vwm  atfoi'moi^) 
ifei#P«;^^JMfer|tf^,  Duchefs  of  Ariw^f,  'tnbriicr^toi) 
l^^MrthisS^^/^dtelt    SiBCeN)iduahbtlm#tberiiUd>! 

Jny  lord  that  now  is^  have  always  dwelt  10  Bieifo^  bm^'. 
ih«  d9  keep  their  lands  in  Woks  MLii)  their  hands. 


r-,.  .,v     '--.'        •'    ■     -■■■.■•.     ■>  ''H^ij 

JfiiUamk  RfterUng^  ^H&aiiStradlm^ '  tis 

...•■.-;  ■'  '    •'       '       '  ■  '       .'  :ifi 

j^  caftle  aad  nii^wr  of  5".  Donates  waS'^it^eq; 

2  'Sir  ydhnJe.jEfierlingj  Knu4iii5.fon,,lpccecd^4Aini* 

3  Sir  Moris  k  £4terling^J^nt.  \a^  fon,,  Succeeded  4iini» 

4  Sir  Roberta,  k .  ^ft^^''^S'^ .  Kp^r  '  (Pf^^  coAuppnly 
called  Siradling  by  ll^prt'nefs  jof  (pcecl)  aqdcj^^gc 
of  fome plotters)  fucceeded  H^m. 

5  Sir  Gilher\Stradlingy  Knt.  his  fpn,  fucceeded  him. 

6  Sir  WiUiati^  Stradlin^^  Kiat.  .hi^  Ipiji,  fucceeded  l\im. 
7-   Sir  Jahn  Slradii^g^  Knt.  his  fgn,  fucqecded- Wm. 

It  doth  not,  appear  m  what  ftpck  or  fimame:  .?|>y  of 
thefe  fevea ..knights  above  nanacd  did  marry. i.-  but 
the  names  of,  me  wives  of  IVilUam  the  ^x^'Jior 
hert^  ^m&^ohn  the  fecond,  were  Hawifia^  MatkHda^ 
and  Cicilia* 

*  Sir  Peter  Slradlin^^  Knt.  his  fon,  fucceeded  Jhim, 
who  in  the  be^nnmg  of  King  Edward  the  I^irft^s 
time  and  reign  married  Itdian^  fole  daughter,  r^nd 
heir  of  Thomas  Hawey^  by  whom  he  h^dithrec 
manors,  Hawey  and  Combaweyy  in  Simexfe^rt, 
yet  remaining  to, his  heirs,  and  Compton  Haw^y  in 
.D^r^(/feir^,  fold  of  late  years.  •    .  ^i 

9j    ^iX  Edward  Stradling^  Knt.  their,  fon,  .&cfi^cd 

/  .them,  and  he  quartered  the  Haweyi  arnisiwibtlvnis, 

.'and  married  with  Ekan^y  daughter  and  j^l^ift  to 

Giibert  Strangbow^  a  younger  brother,  whgiferlYifc 

, .  yras, daughter  and  heir  to  Richard  GArttmy,^^  had 

;    by  her  two  n]^anors  m  Oxeferdlhirir.  *       .  .;,\^^V. 

10    Sir- JE^^  Knt.  ,his  fop,  Jft^ifsp^ 

*j]|uai,  ,and  married  muiWenWum^  d»pgli^r,5gviif 
'j^erRerholUi^'^i;,  and  fole,iifl;er  aad  Jle^^^fi^Sir 

^  ^i^durme  BeriroUesr^  Knti  .asritibappdi^sd^a^igji^H^d. 

j5&H  daughter  and  k^iJ^^t<^^o^:iS,J^ 
nferfetjbirs*j  buLheiiad  ho  lands  by/her^  Jfor  it  wai 
*  ^  ..  '       entailed 


entailed  to  the  heirs  male.     This  Sir  JV^ilUamy  in 

King  Richard  the  Second's  time,  went  a  pilgrimage 

,Jo  ^sr^filem^  ^d^jBMiivQd  th^re  alfo  die  orders  of 

knighthood  of  the  fepulchr$L  pf  Clinft. 

12      Sir  Edward  Slradling,^  Knt/  his  fon,   fucceedcd 

him,  who,  becaufe  he  was  fple  heir  ^ene^al  to  the 

'  '  idsA^.Barbe^  did  quarter  5.  Barhi^  arms  wiA  his. 

To-' whom ' alfo  (in  the  thirteenth  year  of  King* 

■    Hif»nf' the 'Fourth)  fell  the  whole  inheritance  of  the 

*  iberkeraBeSy  and  th^  riglit  of  the  fourth  part  of 
7l^r*^/^/7^*s,  inheritance.  Lord  of  Cayty  aforefaid; 
the  which'i  for  lack  of  iflue  male  of  the  faid  Ber^ 
kerolles^  remained  to  Gamage  and  to  his  heirs  male 

'  by  the'efpecial  entail  aforefaid.  The  which  Sir 
EJkvard  did  quarter  not  only  the  faid  Berkerclles^ 
atms'with  his,  but  alfo  the  Tiirbcrmles  and  lefynes 
artn's  J  of  whom  the  TurberuiUs  had  in  marriage 
one  of  the  inheritors,  as  is  before  faid;  becaufe 

•  thi  faid  Sir  Edward  was  one  of  the  four  heirs  ge- 
neral to  Sir  Richard' ^urberuiky  to  wit,,  fon. to  Sir 
WtUiam  Stradlingy  fon  to  Wenlhian^  fifter  and  heir 

"to  the  faid  Laurence  Berkerolks^  and  daughter  to 
Cdtbarine^  eldeft  lifter,  and  one  of  the  four  heirs 
general  to  the  aforefaid  Sir  Richard  TCurberuik. 
'  The  faid  Sir  Edward  married  with  Jane^  daughter 
'    ib  Henry  Beauford^  afterwards  Cardinal,  begotten 
(4)ef0re  he  was  prieft)  upon  Alice^  one  of  the  daugh- 
ters of  Richard^  Earl  of  Arundell;  and  in  the  be- 
;^gitining  of  King  Henry  the  Seventh's  reign,    he 
'  Werit  likewife  on  pilgrimage  unto  lerufalem^  as  his 
'  filthier  did,  and  received  the  order  of  the  fepulchrc 
riiere. 
^"  This  Sir  Edward  had  to  his  brother  Sir  John 
Stradlingy    Knt.   who  married  with  the  heir    of 
^'  ''Daiin^y  in  JViUJbirey  and  had  iffue  Sir  Edmonds 
•;''%h6  had  iflue  John?i^^  Edmond.    7^i^«' had  )fliie 
''^^'-Aiwl',' Lady  D^w,  of  whom  the  D^^^^rj,  liuger- 
'^^'^des^  fynesy  and  Leue(y  and  a  great  .j[)rQgemr  of 
riMflieBRi*'ire  defcended;  'and  of  the  laid  ^npnd* 
^"^^^cthCan^foytSy  of  Ccrnewal 
•£Y/ n  i^'i|..- i     '  '  "  •'     '    '      The 


h  ^  The  faid  E^di^  titd  ahoftli^  bro&er  c^il^lftl^/- 


t'^da«gh!«r,  rfiirifea-  to  Sir  3ii^^/lfci,  df^^fw^ j 
•^^rrieth  all  the  )^i5^^j^'^Kc^]V'(H:e^/fii^,  P^(?/f,  ^^^^ 
%i    Sir  Hah^k'Siradlihgy  Kht'hisTofaj'futceediiJlim, 
•  *  and  ittattidi*  with  kUtahitb,  ^  fitter  of  whole  bteod 
;  to  Sir  miUaUneri&U  l^riO'^^xXttPetihr^^ 
ahd  had  iffue  by  htr  t>fte  fori  and  two  dau^Htets  ; 
'  oune  of  thaW  \^W  hiarried  W li/^f^s ap^arryi^of 
l^hom  Mrs,  -^Ai*^!^  ijp  Harrieiti^h^  bVetKren'ihd 
V  iirtclcs  ire  d^rciended ;  thet)ttjet  dairgktc/wii  iiiar- 
.  *  ried  tto  Plmingy  of  Apntofi,  iK  ^4/kr.       '  '  r^. ' ' 
/    Thii  Sir  f/^/^v^Ji^'the  fixteenth  ^eatW  Rmg 
'^  EJhfOrd  the  Fourdhi,  went  in  like  mabner  Oh  pil- 
grimage to  lerufalem^  and  received  tlie  6rdef  bt^e 
.  fepulchre  there,  -a^  his/arher  and  grahdfath^tiid;- 
'  4rtd  died  m  the  li!e  of  Cypres  iti  his  coiAing.hbftre; 
.  whofd  book  18^6  be  feen  as  yet,  ^ith  4  IdttcrtSat 
^  his  man  broitght  from  him  to  his  lady  ah<J  wtfe.. 
The  faying  isv  that  divers  of  his  faid  aiicJefi^rs 
imdc  the  luce  pilgrimage,*  but  there  renuinejtVno 
'■  memory  in  wriring  but  of  thefe  three.  \  ^'/^ 

'     This  Sir  Harfie^  failing  from  his  houfe  iii'  5^?*^- 
'^  Jetfoin  t6  his  hoafe  in  tVdUs^  was  taken 'jirlfiijier 
-  by  a  Brytaine  pirate,  named  Colyn  Bolpbyn^  '^li'^^^ 
r^^mption  aiKi  charges  ftood  him  iii  2dob  niirks^ 
'for  the  payment  whereof  he  was  driven  to  feH%e 
i^c^ftW  and  manor  of  Bajfelek  and  Sution^  Itf  ;^»- 
^^vuMtijIbire^  and  the  manors  in  Oxfordjbire.  ;  '    ^'\ 
14    X^amas  StradUng^  Efq.  his  fon,  iucceedeH'Tftffn;^ 
i'Hflnd- married -/^W)?/,  daughter  to  tbamas  l^ailht 
^W'k^der^  Efi|.  and  had  iflue  by  her  tWc^^^df 
^^iKl^ri  aiid'^'iS^^jrfi^    and   one  dkuditter W 
c^^5^«^^*'-a!idUica  before  he  ^snk  twentyrfix;.'y<^^ 
o  «fcer  \  After 'viftbfe  death,  KisT  wife  ^tn^^dF 
-^m^m^^t^'^fjlk}.  Knight  Vthc  ©ari^  M     ,, 
married  WhrfiHhedaifgliter arid hifii^'T^ 
learned  in  the  law,  and  bad  iffiie  by  her  f  rands 
-^^^  ^<  Stradling^ 


^\^9M&^T^o'Si  i^tmgf^  oi  \Sf7pn^r,;Y^^'. '"Hying 
nf^R^.^&^  of  iVirJl& 

.  ^^d^uojgjiters,      Tht  ^  l  Iddft   jn^fift^^  f^^,  ,^f4tlkfi,    of      , 

^^v^^htm,  the  (ecppd  to  Sir  iW<^  J?M^>  Kftt. 

^^thjCi third  to  tsuys^.thc  imnh'^^^^l^ 

j^^i:9  py^K^^gr,  thj,  iixih  to  H^ilifoif^f^  the  fewmhito 

^^.yP«>_  Motion^    and  a&er  to  .4*W;  7*ri^^':  K<q. 

'/ whofc  wUe  ac  tlus  tmse  Ihe  is;  4;^ic^ghih  to  jR^/- 

\  Ups.     Of  wbiel>  ciaughrciB  there  l^.,a  vwonderful 

^  number  dcfcentlcd,   i^otr^ir^nwrie^  Jdm^  dailgih- 

,  rcr  to  Sir  Jchn  Pukjtm^  JCnt  and. had  iflue  byrher 

'three  daughters f  ^^u}ie  m^s^tAXo^(ii^i4^  H4rb4ft^ 

,, J0li3^.\2^um \,C4UlmiM  married tp W^lim  HlHrbm^ 

A^i^^^kl^  ^.f^^^r  daugbtj?r  jHOwricd  ta  Sir 

^Jfhd>o^^  '.         •         ;        ''^ 

iSi/,[pv:  £d%v(im  Knt.  iuccatded  bis  fa«h^r, 

^^^n4. ,  njarried  'with   Elizabeth^   one  of  the  three 

^^^^E^t<frs  of  Sir  3:'<i^^^  JruH^fil^  9^  Lani«ymn^ 

^'^^pttr^ew^  Km,    The  other  tw^  were  married 

\^^^^ke  and  S.  Jjowt,^  and  h^id  iflUe  four  fortt; 

rieci  )S^iy;r  l^er\  daughter,  and  by  her  many 
..^c|jjljdiien;  Edward  married  with  the  daughter  and 
^  h^^^xsii- Robert  Baglan,  of  Lanlwir,  and  hath  alfo 
.  .m^^  and  John  is  a  prieft.     Alfo  the 

^'^ji  Sir  Edward  had  two  daughters ;  Jane  married 
l^,V>  i/iiifxander  Popbam^  of  Somerfetjhire^  of  whom  is 
-n^tffi^^  i^umber  defccnded ;  and  Catharine  rnatried 
'to  Sir  Thomas  Palmer^  of  5^^,  who  hath  a  J^n 

H^'I^^?^^  5/rW/w^,   Knt.    his  fon*   fMCC^pdpd 

'  n^pd  married  Catharine^  the  eldeft  daugjitep?  to 

^^ip/oas  Gatnmej  of  C^(y,  Knt.  jandL  tp  ,d?«pe 

f^r^bis.wife^  daughter  to. Sir  J(fim,S.Ssil^t 

j^^,Kn^f;)D)f  whom  heboid)  liyiqg.  yet  two 

xsj"  J^^^apdi^Wi  wd  ftv^\ci^4ghte??,  r^'- 

'^(ii^^lr™^! /<?ff^  ^^f^^i  .^  IffenU^iM,,  ,^rf : 

^h\^M'^  tad  X^ -^'^^  '^'"'•'   ''^    '^'  ^  *' ''  '"^  ''    'v  q- 


1  17    i^^  W^'i^ard  Sir^linli  Knt J  tb^t  now  isj^  marg^d.  " 

'  jljpi^i,  fcjcOTid  jdaiUghiter  to  feir  l^dimrdiQaj^  e^^  pjf  ; 
.4wHr,  Knt.  aid  as  yet  in^tiie.year  1572  hatfcia  . 
Jjfl^ei  ->  r       p  .  -  ;    ■         ;  ..         iq]^  ; 

:    iJM^0r4^tdm^l  that  cf  Aetcirs  inllc  of  the  ifp^-  1 
.  ^d  'twelve  kiights.  that   cirne^with  Sir  4t^er^  \ 
fitziamcm  to  thc^vfirmmg  of  I  Giamcrgafiy  theilefrid- 
jfcip  jaforefeid,  itlscre  J5  at.  this  day  but  the  Su^ing 
,  tlivq,  that  dwjeHeth.in  JFtfifj,;^nd.  enjoy eth  the 
J)ortion  given  in  reward  to  hiy  anceftpts.        :     ■    . 
.There  be.y^tof  the  younger  brpthas  (if  tJic 
S'urieruiks  and  Flemings. 
•     QrtenefeeU  and  Srfward  da  yet  remain,  bi<t  they 
,  flwell  in  England^  and  have  dpnie  away  their  lands 
in  If^ales.        ,  ...  *  ;,  ' 

•  The  Lord  S^  Jckn^  of  Bledfo  (although  he«ke^ 
cti  his  ancient  inheritance  in  IVales)  yet  he.  dwell-  ' 
.  t6imEi^Jand* 

Ttbus  far  the  copy  of  the  winning  of  Glamorg^rii 
as  1  received  the  fame  at  the  bands  of  Aths. 
Blanch  Parrie,  penned  by  Sir  Edward  Strajd- 
ling,  Knt. 
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HEN  the  Romah  empiTe,  tmder  Vaicntinian, 
the.  younger,  began,  to  dccKne,  and  became  fenfibly 
yinabte  to  ropreft   the   perpetual    incurfions    of  the 
Xjoths^  Hun^,  Vandak,  and  Other  barbarous  invaders-, 
it  was  found,  ncccflary  to  abandon  the  remotcft  Parts  of 
that  uTiweildly  body,  and  to  recal  the  Roman  forces 
that  defended  them,  the  better  to  fccnre  the  inward,  and 
the  .provinces  mod  eXpofed  to  'the  depredations  of  the 
Barbarjarts.     And.  in  this  exigency  of  the  Roman  af- 
fairs,  Britain^  as  lying  far  remote  from  the  heart  of 
the  empire,  Svas  deprived  of  the  Roman  garrifons  •, 
Which,   being  trartfportcd  into  Gaul  upon  more  urgent 
bccafioiis',  left  jt  naked  and  expofcd  to  the  inveterate 
truelty  of  the  Scots  and  Pidts :  for  no  fooner  had  they 
undcrftood  of.  the  Romans  departure  out  of  Britain ; 
artd  that  the  Britaihs  were  to  expert  no  further  help 
from  the  empire ;  but.  they  defcend  in  greater  number 
thart  formerly^  and  with  greater  courage  and  expec- 
tation, being  now  rid  of  the  fear  they  entertained  of 
the  Roman  legions^  who  always  ufed  to  hinder  their 
progrcfs^  and  to  prevent  their  Incurfions  into  the  Ro- 
rrian  provincet     The  Britaitis  perceiving  their  antient 
and  implacable  enemies  to  fall  upon  them,  and  finding 
themfelves  far  too  weak  to  repel  their  endlefs  devafl:a- 
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tions  -,  with  a  lamentable  narrative  of  their  own  Mife^ 
ries,  and  the  cruel  oppreflions  of  their  enemies,  they 
fent  over  to  Gaul,  imploring  aid  of  ^tius  prsefc^ 
of  that  province  i   who,  being  moved  with  the  de- 
plorable condition  of  that  province,  difpatched  over  a 
legion  under  the  command  of  Gallio,  which  unexpeft- 
ccfly  furprifing  the  Pifts  and  Scots,  forced  them,  with 
great  lofs  and  deftruftion,  to  retire  over  the  feas  or 
friths  to  their  own  habitations^     Then  helping  them 
to  build  a  wall  of  ftone  crofs  the  land,  for  a  bulwark 
againft  any  future  irruptions-,  the  Romans,  at  their 
departure,  told  them,  they  could  not  any  more  undcr- 
'  take  fuch  dangerous  expeditions  for  their  defence, 
and  therefore  admonilhed  them  to  take  arms,  and  like 
Men  vindicate  their  country,  their  wives,   children 
and  liberties  from  the  injuries  or.  their  barbarous  ene- 
mies. 

But  as  foon  as  the  Roman  legion  was  tranfported 
into  Gaul,  back  return  the  Pidls  and  Scots;  and  having 
by  a  defperate  affault  paffed  the  wall,  purfocd  the  Bri- 
tains  with  a  nK>re  dreadful  and  bloody  (laughter  than 
forrherly.  The  Britains,  perceiving  their  condition  moft 
defperate,  once  more  fend  their  mifefable  complaints  to 
iEtius  in  thefc  tra^al  words  :  ^  To  JEtius  thrice  con- 
ful  the  groans  of  the  Britains  :  the  Barbarians  drive  us 
to  the  fea,  and  the  fea  drives  us  back  to  thettfi ',  and  fo, 
diftrafted  betwixt  two  deaths^  we  are  either  drowned^ 
or  perifh  by  the  fword."  But  they  folrcit  to  no  pur- 
pofc ;  the  Romans  having  already  bid  abfolutely  fare- 
wel  to  Britain,  and  the  empire  being  cruelly  opprcffcd 
l^  the  Goths,  and  other  barbarous  nations,  was  not  \^ 
a  condition  pofliblc  to  aflift  them.  The  Britains  there- 
fore finding  themfelves  abfolutely  forfaken  by  the  Ro- 
mans, and  conceiving  it  utterly  imprafticable  to  drive 
away  the  barbarians  by  their  own  ftrengtb;  faw  it  ur- 
gently neccfiary  to  call  in  the  aid  of  fomc  foreign  na- 
tion, whofe  labour  in  repelling  their  enemies  fhould  be 
gratefully  and  fatisfaftorily  rewarded. 

The  reafon  that  the  Britifli  nation  was  at  this  time 
fo  weak  and  impotent,  and  fo  manifefkly  unable  to 
withftand  thefe  barbarous  enemies,  who  were  tar  infe- 
rior 
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tiot  as  to  extent  of  country,  and  probably  in  number 
of  people^  may  in  great  mealbre  be  attributed  to  the 
tafe   and  quietncfs  the  Britaihs    enjoyed  under  the 
Roman  govemmenti     For  whilft  the  Roman  legions 
continued  in. Britain,  they  ever  undertook  the  fecurity 
and  prefefvation  of  itj  fo  that  the  Britains  hereto- 
fore were  little  concerned  at  the  incurfions  of  the  Scots 
and  Pi6ts,^  depending  wholly  upon  the  ftriength  and 
valour  of  the  Romans,  infomuch,  that  within  a  while, 
they  fell  into  a  fit  of  luxury  and  efieminacy,  and 
quickly  forgot  that  martial  pfowefs,  and  military  con- 
du<5t  which  their  anccftors  fo  famoufly  excelled  in. 
For  after  their  entire  fubjeftion  to  the  Roman  empire, 
they  had  little  or  no  opportunity  to  experience  their  va- 
lour excepting  in  fomc  home  bred  commotions,  exci- 
ted by  the  afpiring  ambition  of  fome  male-content- 
ed general,  which  were  quickly  compofed  and  reduced 
to  nothing.     And  after  the  Scots  and  Pids  grew  for- 
midable^ and  durft  venture  to  make  incurfions  into 
the  Roman  province,  the  Britains  were  the  leaft  con- 
cerned in  oppoling  them,  leaving  that  to  the  care  and 
vigilancy  of  the  Roman  garrifons;  .  And  this  cafinefs 
and  fupinity  of  the  Britains,  may  hot  be  untruly  attri- 
buted to  the  policy  bf  the  Roman  conftitution  :  for 
when  the  Britains  were  brough.t  fubject  to  the  empire, 
the  firft  thing  the  Romans  effcfted  towards  the  confir- 
mation of  their  obedience,  was  to  take  the  fword  out 
of  their  hands.     They  were  fenfiblc  how  bold  and  va- 
lorous the  Britains  naturally  were,  how  unlike  to  fub- 
mit  their  necks  to  a  foreign  yoke,  and  therefore  they 
fiBUnd  it  impracticable   to  obtain  a  quiet  pofleflion 
of  this  province,  as  long  as  the  Britains  had  power  and 
opportunity  to  oppofe  them.     This  courie  they  found 
very  cffedlual,  and  when  they  had  once  lulled  them 
allecp,  they  were  not  over  folicitous  to  roufc  and  awaken 
them. 

The  Britains  alfo  might  po(ubly  be  tod  much  taken 
with  this  fedentary  and  unaftive  life ;  and  as  long  as 
they  lived  fecure  under  the  protedion  of  ,the  Roman 
empire,  they  little  feared  their  country  would  become 
a  prey  to  any  barbarous  nation.    No  one  would  have 
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imagined  that  that  glorious  empire  ^ould  be  fo  fooft 
crulh^d  to  pieces,  which  could  not  otherwife  be  ^ffefted, 
than  by  the  infupporcable  preflure  of  its  own  weighr. 
The  apprehenfion  of  the  greatnefs  and  ftrength  of  the 
Romans,    made  the  Britains  probably   lefs  folieitous 
cf  enabling  themfelvcs  to  defend -their  country,   not 
thinking  they  would  ever  forfake  and  relinquifli  the 
province  of  Britain.     But  to  their  forrow  they  expert 
cnccd  tiie  contrary,  the  afiairs  of  the  empire  elfewhtre 
requiring  the  help  of  the  Britifh  legions,  fo  that  they 
were  left  expofed  to  the  cruelties  of  the  northern  inva- 
ders, having  not  as  yet  recovered  any  power  or  corr- 
duft  to  oppofe  them.    For  hatl  not  the  Scots  and  PiAs 
come  on  fo  forcibly  at  firft,  but  had  given  time  to  the 
Britains  to  fkake  off  that  lethargy  they  had  for  many 
years  been  burred  in,  afid  to  renew  their  ancient  dif- 
ciplinc  and  vigour^  there  had  been  no  need  of  calling 
in  the  Saxons,   feeing  they  would  in  all   probability 
l)een  able  to  maintain  their  ground  againft  any  oppo- 
fition,  and  likely  had  been  in  poffcffion  of  their  whole 
country  to  this  time^     But  next  to  the  decree  of  hea- 
ven, the  ruin  of  the  Britifti  nation  muft  be  attributed 
to  its  too  much  luxury  and  effeminacy,  and  to  the  onri- 
Yerfal  lapfe  of  the  nobility  and  people,  into  an  aver- 
fion  of  all  military  adion  and  martial  difcipHne.    For' 
though  a  continued  peace  be  in  itfelf  defirable,  yet  of- 
tentimes nothing  tends  more  to  the  future  ruin  arfd 
downfal  of  a  nation.     For  peace  begets  in  men  gene- 
•  rally  a  habit  of  loofenefe  and  debauchefy,  i^  the  occa- 
fion  of  many  notorious,  extravagancies  and  viciou<i  prae- 
tifes,  which  weakens  their  hands,  and  cools  their  eou- 
rage  and  greatnefs  of  mmd^  io  that  in  cafe  of  any  open 
danger,  tliey  are  uncapable  to  defend  their  eountryy 
and  unftt  to  oppofe  th^  common  enemy.     Scarce  any 
kingdom  or  nation  was  fubverted,  but  the  ruin,  of  it 
was  ufliered  inbythcfe  means-,  witnefs  the Aflyrian  under 
SardnapaPus^  the  Pcrftan  tinder  Dario^,  and  the  Egyp- 
tian under  Cleopatra  5  fo  that  it  was  moft  prudently 
urged  by  a  Roman  fenator^  that  Carthage  might  not  btf 
denMylifliedi  left  that  for  want  of  an  enemy  abro.idy 
the  valour  of  the  RomfarJs  might  degenerate,  aiul  their 
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con^uft  be  fprgbttcn.  Had  the  Pritains  had  the  for- 
ttine  to  hk  Qontinuallv  in  a(Jlion,  and  npc  exchanged 
rheir  courage  and  difcipline  for  eafe  and  Uzincfs,  they 
had  no  reafon  to  dread  the  incurfions  of  the  Scots 
and  Pifts,  nor  any  need  of  the  Aid  and  AlTiftance  of  a 
foreign  Nation  ;  but  the  condition  of  their  affairs 
then  required  it,  and  help  muft  be  had,  or  elfe  their 
country  muft  unayoidabje  become  a  prey  to  thofe  nor- 
thern.  invadets. 

To  prevent  therefore  and  repel  their  violence.  King 
Vortigern  held  a  council  of  his  great  men  and  nobles, 
where  it  was  concluded  to  be  moft  advantageous  to  the 
Britains,  to  invite  the  Salmons  out  of  Germany  to  their 
aid,  who  in  all  probability  would  gladly  embrace  the 
opportunity,  by  reafon  that  their  own  country  was 
grown  -too  fcanty  for  their  fnperfluous  numbers.  This 
meflage  of  the  Britains,  ho\yever  originally  delivered, 
5s  by  an  antient  Sa^on  Writer  repeated  m  this  manner : 
♦'  Moft  noble  Saxons,  the  miferable  Britains,  Ihattered 
and  c^uite  worn  out  by  the  frequent  incurfions  of  their 
enieoHes,  upon  the  news  of  your  many  fignal  viftories, 
have  fent  us  to  you,  humbly  requefting  that  you  would 
flflift  them  at  this  junfture.  A  land  large  and  fpacious,' 
abounding  with  all  manner  of  ncceffaries,  they  give  up 
entirely  to  your  difpofal.  Hitherto  we  have  lived  hap- 
pily under  the  government  and  prptcftion  of  the  Ro- 
mans :  Next  to  the  Romans  we  know  none  of  greater 
valour  than  yourfelves,  and  therefore  in  your  arms  do 
now  fcek  refuge.  Let  but  that  courage  and  thofe  arms 
make  us  conquerors,  and  we  ftall  rcfufe  no  fcrvicc 
you  fhall  pleafe  to  impofe."  To  this  meflage  the 
Saxons  returned  this  ftiort  anfwer ;  *^  Affure  your* 
felves,  the  Saxons  will  be  true  friends  to  the  Britains, 
and  as  fuch,  ftiall  be  always  readj  both  to  relieve  tlicir 
ncceffities,  gnd  to  advance  their  mtcreft.*' 

The  Saxons  being  thus  happily  courted  to  what 
themfclves  had  a  thoufand  tirhcs  wilhcd  for,  arrived 
foon  after  in  Britain,  in  three  gallies,  called  in  their 
own  langu^  Kiulcs,  under  the  condu6t  of  two  bre- 
thren Hengift  and  Horfa.  Being  honourably  received 
t>y  ^c  kjng,  and  aflfc^tionately  treated  by  (he  people, 
'  •'  hi  tocir 
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their  faith  was  given  of  both  fides  ^  theSaxoma  jOkipiK 
lating  to  defend  the  Britains  country,., qifwiilh^  BritainS; 
to  give  the  Saxons  ^  fatisfadory  rcwaxd  for  all  the 
pains   and  dangers  they  fhould'  uniiergQrupoa  their 
account.     At  firft  the  Saxons  (hewed  th^jivfelvcs  vtry. 
diligent  in  their  employment,  and  fuccefefuily  repelled 
the  S(:ots  ajid  Pids ;  who  being  probably  ignorant  of 
the  lading  of  the  Saxons,  and  fearing,  na  oppolitionr 
boldly  advanced  to  the  heart  of  the  country^.    Bue 
when  the  Saxons  became  better  acquainted  with  the 
ifland,  and  happily  difcovered  the  we^kfiefs  gnd  inabi- 
lity of  the  Britains ;  under  pretence  that^heir  pay  wai 
not  anfwerable  to  their  fcrvice  and  dcfcrts,  they  qua- 
relied  witl>  (he  Britains,  ^dinfteadof fupportingthem 
according  to  oath,  entered  into  a  le^ue  witjfci  their 
cn?mi?s  the  Scots.  Moreover,  Hengifl  perceiving  with 
whom  he  had  to  do,  lent  over  to  acquaint  his  country- 
men with  the  beauty  and  fertility  of^  the  iflandi  the 
infir^iity  and  effeminacy  of  the  inhabitants ;  inviting 
them  to  be  iharers  of  \i\s  future  fucceft  ^nd  cxpefia- 
tions.     To  his  invitation  they  readily  comply^  and 
failing  over  in  great  nupibcrs,  they  thought  to  take 

Scflinion  of  that  countrj^  which  fortune  pnomifaJ 
lould  be  their  own:  but  they  muft  fight  for  it  firft-, 
the  Britains  being  refolved  to  the  laft  to  defend  them- 
felvcs  and  thtir  country  againft  thefe  treacherous 
praftices  of  the  Saxons  ;  and  if  poffible,  to  drive 
thejn  to  their  primitive  habitations.  ^For  when  the 
Britaips  became  fcnfible  of  the  undermining  aim  of 
the  Saxons,  how  they  fecretly  endeavoured  the  to- 
tal extirpation  of  the  Britiih  nation,  they  prefentl/ 
betook  themfelves  to  their  fwords,  and  in  a  fhort 
t::ne  became  fignally  fanwus  for  their  valour  and 
conduft,  This  the  Saxons  afterwards  grievoufly  f^^^j 
though  the  total  recovery  of  Britain  proved  im- 
prafticabie  for  want  of  power  \  the  Saxons  having 
by  maflacres  and  other  treacherous  rneaps,  moft  un- 
mercifully leflened  the  force  and  number  of  the  Bri- 
tains. King  Vortigern  loved  his  cafe  too  well  toob- 
fcrve  their  practices  -,  and  befides,  became  lb  foolilhlf 
tvampured  with  the  daughter  of  Hengift,  which  pur- 
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pofcly  was  Imd  to  intrap  him,   that  the  Saxon  upon 
the  ftrength  of  their  marriage  began  to  carve  for  him- 
iclf,  and  during  Vortigern*s  reign,  laid  fo  firm  a  foun- 
dation for  the  Saxon  conqueft,   that  the  fucceeding 
Britilh  kings,  though  famoufly  valiant,  could  never 
undermine  it.     This  Scottilhriefs  of  his  father,  young 
Vortimer  could  not  at  length  endure ;  to  fee  himfclf 
and  his  country  fo  openly  and  IhamefuUy  impofed  up- 
on by  ftrangcrs ;  and  therefore  he  refolved  to  take  the 
Britiih  government  upon  himfelf,   and  to  endeavour 
the  univerfal  expulfion  of  the  Saxons.     With  him  the 
Britilh  nobility  willingly  join,   and  after  feveral  fa- 
mous vidtories  over  the  Saxons,  he  was  unhappily  poi- 
foned  by  a  Saxon  lady.    After  him  the  Britains  brave- 
ly defended  themfelves  againft  the  prevailing  grcatnels 
of  the  Saxons,  under  thefe  valiant  princes,  Aurelios 
Ambrofius,  Uter  Pendragon,  Arthur,  Con^antine  IL 
Aurclius  Conanus,  Vortiper,  and  Maelgon.     To  him 
fucceeded  Careticus  ;  in  whofe  time  the  Saxons  alpiring 
to  a  total  cdnqueft  of  Britain,  invited  over  one  Gur* 
mundus,  a  Norwegian  pirate,  who  had  lately  fignali- 
zed  himfelf  in  Ireland,   and  obtained  a  conqueft  over 
that  kingdom.     Him  they  employ  to  march  againft 
Careticus,   who  being  overcome  and  vanquifhed  by 
him,  the  Britains  were  forced,   fome  to  retire  beyond 
the  rivers  Severn  and  Dee,  fome  to  Cornwal,  and  the 
reft  to  Little  Britain  in  France.     The  Britilh  affairs 
were  now  brought  very  low,    and  their  government 
reduced  within  a  very  narrow  compafs;  fo  that  the 
title  of  the  Kings  of  Britain,  can  be  but  fuperficially 
attributed  to  the  fucceeding  princes,    C^dwan,   Cad- 
waUan,  and  Cadwalader, 
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V>ADWALADER,    furnamcd  Bhcndigcd,    ox  the 
Blefled,  was  the  laft  of  Britifh  r^ce,  that  enjoyed  the 
title  of  King  of  Britain  ;  after  him,  the  Welc^  who 
were  the  mpft  numerous  remains  of  the  Britains,  dif- 
daining  to  own.  an}"  fubje(5libn  to  Ae  oppreffing  Saxons, 
fct  up   a   new   govern rr.ent   among  themselves,    antj 
altered  the  flile  of  Britifh  kings  to  that  of  princes 
of  Wales,     But  whilft  Cadwalader  ruled  in  Britain, 
a  very  fcverc  famine,  attended  with  a  raging  pefti- 
lence,    which  a/Turedly  fprung  from,  the  continued 
war,    which  was  fp  eagerly  carried  on   betwixt  the 
Britains  ^nd  Saxo#is,   happened  in  the  ifland,    whicH 
dccafioned  a   mod  lamentable  mortality   among  his 
fybjeds  i  infomuch  that  he  was  compelled,  together 
with  a  great  number  of  his  nobility  and  others,  to 
retire  for  refuge  to  his  coufin  Alan,  King  of  Lhydaw, 
or  Little  Britain  in  France.     There  he  was  fure  to 
meet  with  all  civility  fuitablc  to  his  quality  ar^d  condi- 
tion,    as    well,     becaufe  of   his  own   hear   relation 
and    conf^nguinity   to  Alari,    as  upon  the  account 
that    their    fubjeds    were    originally    one    and    the 
fame  people  : '  for  the  Britains  of  FrancV,   about  the 
year  of 'thrift  3S4,  went  over  out  of  this  ifland  under 
the  command  of  Cbnan,  Lord  of  Mcriadoc,  to  the  aid 
of  Maximus  the  tyrant,  againft  the  emperor  Gratianus. 
For  this  fcrvice  Maximus  granted  to  Conan  and  his 
followers  the  coumry  of  Armorica,  where  the  Britains 
having  driven  out  the  former  inhabitants,  feated  them- 
fel ves,  and  creAcd  a  kingidom,  which  lafted  for  many 
years  under  feveral  kings,  whofe  names  and  fucCefBoq 

ire  as  ioUows :  - 
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I.  Conan  Meriadoc. 

i^.  Conobertus. 

2.  Gradionus. 

14.  Budicus  II. 

3.  Salomon  I. 

15.  Theordoricus. 

4.  Auldranu?, 

-  ifi.  Ruhalhonus, 

5.  Bwdicus  I. 

17.  Daniel  Dremroft, 

6.  Howclus  Magnus, 

rab^cunda  faqic. 

7.  Howelus  IL 

18.  Arcgftanus, 

8.  AUnus  L 

19.  Maconus. 

9.  Howclus  III. 

20.  Ncomcnius. 

|o.  Gilquellus. 

?i.  Harufpogius. 

II.  Salomon  it. 

92,  Salomon  III. 

J2.  ^anusll. 

u  c, 


Alan  IL  then  reigned  in  Little  Britain^  when  Cadn 
walader  was  forced  to  forfake  his  own  dominions,  and 
Jo  retire  beyond  the  feas^  He  was  dcfecuded  from 
Hune  the  fon  of  Mailgon  Gwyneth,  King  of  Great 
Britain,  by  a  daughter  married  to  Howel  the  fecond^ 
King  of  Little  Britain.  This  kingdom  remained  firm, 
Jill  Salomon  IIL  who  was  trcacheroufly  (lain  by  his 
09(n  fqbjcftsi  upon  which  unlucky  accident,  the 
Jcingdom  was  converted  to  an  earldom,  whereof  one 
yVlari  was  the  firft,  a  valiant  and  warlike  prince,  who 
ftouily  refifted  the  Normans,  and  frequently  vanquilhed 
juid  overcame  them. 

But  after  that  Cad  walader  had  continued  fome  time 
Jjrith  Alan,  the  plague  being  abated  in  Britain  he  pur- 
pofed  to  return,  and  if  poffible,  to  recover  that  part 
pf  his  kingdom  which  the  Savons  were  now  in  pot 
fei&on  of,  He  received  frequent  intelligence  of  their 
number  and  incrcafe,  how  they  fairly  bid  for  the 
ppnqueft  of  that  country,  which  had  been  governed 
by  Britilb  kings  for  the  (pace  of  1827  years.  This 
troubled  hini  exceedingly,  and  though  he  had  little 
|)opes  of  prevailing  by  the  ftrength  and  number 
f>f  his  forces,  yet  he  made  the  bed  preparation 
that  the  opportunity  would  permit,  and  difpatched. 
jiis  fleet  for  the  tpmfportatioa  of  hi^  army,  which 

confifted 
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confifted  partly  of  his  own  fubjefts,    and  partly  of 
fucfi  fiiccQurs  as  hd  received  from  Alan.   .  Whilfl:  he 
yigoroufly  profecutcd  this  defign,   and  was  ready  to 
ftrike  fail  for  ftritaiit ;.  his:  voyage  was  prevented  by 
^  meffage  from  heaven.  5    which  coui^led   him  to 
lay  afide  .the  thoughts  of  recovering,  his  kingdom, 
becaufe  it  was  already,  (fecreed  abovc^  that  the  Bri- 
lains  fhotdd  no.  longer!  ei^oy  the  government  of  Brir 
tain>  till  the  prophdy  of  Merlyn  Ambrofe  was  fulfiU 
ed.     And  inftead  of  a  Vd^age  to  Bntam^  he  is  or- 
dered to  take  his  journey  to  Rome,  where  he  Ihoidd 
receive  holy  orders  at  tjjc  hands  of  .Pope  Scrgius, 
^d   inftead  of  rccovtriag  the  Britilh  crcwn,    have 
his  own  crown  fliaved  ofi^  and  be  iaitiated  into  the 
order  of  the  monks.     Whether  this  vifion  was  fig» 
nified  to  him  in  a  dream,  or  by  the  impofitious  illu- 
(Ions  of  feipe  wit^ked  Ipkit  ^  or  whether  it*  may  be  a 
faat^fticaJ:  conceit  of  his  own,    bdng  a  man  c£  a 
mild  and  eafy  temper,,   wearied  whh  troubles  and 
Dniferies^  is  vo-y  dubious :  only  this  is  certain,  thai 
be  nevier  returned  again  to  Britain,  after  he  had  gone 
over  to  Alan;    ftut  Cadwaladar  had  no  fooner  receiv- 
ed this  Vifion,  but  immediately  he  relates  the  whole 
to  his  friend  Alan,  who  preftntly  confults  all  his  pro- 
plietical  books,  chiefly  the  famous  works  of  the  two 
Merlins,  A^nbrofe  and  Silvefter :  the  firfl:  is  faid  to  be 
begotten  on  a  Ipirit,  iand  bom  in  the  town  of  Car- 
marthen,   whence  he  received  the  name  of  Merlin, 
and  to  floiirilh  in  the  neign  of  King  Vortigern.    The 
latter  called  Caledonius,  from  the,  foreft  Caledon  in 
Scotland,  and  Silvefter  or  Merlyn  Wylht,  bv  tcafon 
he  fell  mads  and  lived  dcfolaiely  after  that  he  nad  Icen 
a  monftrous  Ihape  in  the  air,  prophefied  ia  the  time 
of  King  Arthur,   and  far  more  full  and  intelligible 
than  the  former,     Both  thefe  were  in  great  reverence 
and  reputation  among  thcBriuins,   and  their  works 
very  religioufly  prcferved,  and  upon  any  confiderablc 
occafion   moft  venerably  confulted.     They  were  of 
opinion,  that  nothing  could  efcapc  their  knowledge  i 
and  that  no  accident  of  moment  or  revolution  could 
happen,  which  they  did  not  foretcL  and  was  to  be 
.  dif<^o. 
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difcovcrod   in  their  writings*    .In    th9    confultatio^ 

Kjbercforegf.. their  ptopiicfics, ,  and  tbc;^,,wc>i:<^s  which 

an.  eagle  is.  faid  tp:  l^e  ^ken  ac.tbe  Jv^ild^g  oC 

Cacr  Septdn,  now  'Shajftibu^y^rnan^l^^^^         the  Bri- 

tains  mud  hih  t^e  gQverAmcni;  .of  B^^iwn.  till,  th^ 

bones  9f  King  Cadwaladec  mif^  brought;  \}a(;Hi  ^^^^ 

Rome*     Alan,  iuuqd  QUf  th^c  the  time  w^s  naw  come. 

when  theft.  ;Cropheiie^>^(:^o^;a^  an4 

the  Britains  tS^ced  to  quit  the^  xuttive  iil^ri^nce  tp 

grangers  and^  invaders^   ypon  thjis  be  adviiod  Cad* 

waiader  to  o^ey  the  convpiaiuts,  ahd  ff^lfiw.  th^  (^oyn? 

iel  of  the  YiAon,  and  toi^^haften  hi& joonieyjbr  Rome* 

This  he  was  willing  to  fubn>it  to,  bcin&  dtfirous  to 

%end  the  remainder  of  his  days  itx  peaccaod  quiets 

fiefs,  which  before  he  had  iio.  oppocpiipityta  enjoy. 

To  Romo  therefore  he  halh^s,  where  h^  w^  ki^dl^ 

reccnved  by  Pope  Ser|^u5::*an4^ter  eight  j^afs  Ipeiit 

there  in  pie^.a^d.deyoiioiR;  he  died  in^th^year  688^ 

and  with 'hin>  the  kiagdoBi  and  total  govei]pcpcat  of  thQ 

Britains  ovca-  this  iiiwd^  :        -     -       -:.  \'i 

K'lngC^dwaiader  |s  laid  to  have  beei)  a  confider^l^ 
bcscfe^f  fo  the  ftbbyjG^  Clynnoc  V^^wr  in  Arvon^ 
vpPA  whi«h  he  bellowed  tjiie  Ijoxdihip,  o£  Grayaaoc^ 
This  piaoe  was  primarily  fc^unded  by  &'  £^^uio,  t« 
whom  if  H  dedicated,  who  was  the  fon  W  Hywgt  ap 
(jwynl}iw-ap  Glywis  ap  T^pd  ap  CadcU^  a  prince  or 
^rd  of  Qlewifig,  brothers  ion  to  S.  C^doc  ap  Gwyn<- 
Uiw,  fometiaie  bifliop  of  Beneventgm  in  Italy,  He 
was  by  the  neiothers  fide  coufin  German  to  Laudatus 
the  firft  abbot  of  Enlli,  <^  the  ifland  of  Bardfey  ;  and 
to  Kentigern  bifliop  of  Gla%ow  in  Scotland,  and  of 
JJianelwey,  or  S.  Afaph  in  Wales ;  which  laft  was 
(on  to  Owen  Regent  of  Scotland,  and  grwdfon  to 
Urien  King  oi  Cumbria.  The  building  of  a  mona- 
fter^  at  Glynnoc  happened  upon  this  occafion  :  Beuno 
having  raiicd  to  life,  as  the  traditicm  goes,  S.  Weni- 
fnrd,  who  was  beheaded  by  one  Caradoc,  a  lord  in 
North  Wales,  upon  the  account  that  ihe  would  not 
yield  to  his  unchafte  defircs,  became  in  very  great 
f  Aeem  with  King  Cadvan,  who  beftowed  upon  him 
certj^in  iands  whereon  to  build  a  inonafteiy.    Cad^ 

waUqq 
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t^alloh  alft),   Cadran's  fon,    gave  hijrt ,  the  *  lands  of 
Gwareddoc,  'where  beginning  to  buijd  a  chtifch,    a 
certain-  woman-  with- a  child  m  her  arms  prevented 
his  further  progrefs,   aflbring  him,   that  thofc  lands 
were  the  proper  inheritance  •  of  that  child.      Beuno 
was    fo    exceeding'  troubled'  at  this,^  and    without 
any  more  confideration  on  the*  matter,   taking  the 
woman  along 'with  Kim,  hc'wtrit  in  all  hafte  to  Caer 
Sevant  (called  by  the  Romans  Segontium, '  how  Car- 
narvon) where  King  Cadwallon  then  kept -his  Court; 
when  he. was  come  bcfotfc  tht  king,  he  told  him  witfi 
a  great  deal  of  zeal  and'  concern,  that  Kc  had  not, 
done  well  to  devote  to  God's  fcrvjce  what  was  ano- 
ther    man's"  inheritance,  *  and    therefore  •  demanded 
back  of  him  the  golden  fcepter  he  had  given  him  iit 
lieu  and  confideration  of  i!he  faid  land,   Which  the 
king  refofihgi30-do,  was  prej(cntly  excommwnicated  by 
Beuno,  who  thereupon  departed  and  went  away.     But 
a  certain  peribn  called  Gwyddeiant,  the  king's  coufin* 
german,     hearing  what  had.  happened,-  immediately 
purfued  after  Beuno •  wh6m  when'hefead  overtaken, 
he  befto^wed'tipon  him  ^far;the  good  of  his  own  f6ul 
and  the  king^)  the  towhihip  of  Gljilnco^awr,  being 
his   undoubted  inheritance ,    where  Beuno    built    a 
church,  abotit  the  year6i6j  about  whith  tirfle  King 
Cadvari  died,   leaving  his  fon  Cadwallon  tOf-  fucceed 
him.     And  not  long  before  this  time,  Endon  Bhrenin, 
or  Anianus  King  of  the  Scots,  a  confiderable  prince 
in  the  north  of  Britain,  leaving  all  his  Toyalty  ia 
thofe  parts,    came  to  Lhyn  in  Gwyneth,  where  he 
built  a  church,  which  is  ftill  called  from  him,  Lhaft 
Eingan  Bhrenin ;  where  he  is'  faid  to  hav^  fpent  the 
remainder  of  his  days  in  the  fear  and  fervice  of  God. 
He  was  fon  tp  Oven  Danwyn,  the  fon  of  Eneon  Yrth, 
fon  to  Cunedha  Wledig  king  of  Cambria,  and  a  great 
prince  in  the  north,  and  cbufin-german  to  the  great 
Maclgwyn  Gwyneth  King  of  Britain,  whofe  father  was 
Cafw2dlon-law-hir,  the  brother  of  Owen  Danwyn  5  and 
his  mother  Med^f  the  daughter  of  Voylda  ap  Talu 
Traws  of  Nanconwey,    This  Maclywn-died  about  the 
year  58$, 

.  Jyor 
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IVOR  and  EDWAL  YWRCH. 


W  HEN  Cadwaladar  was  departed  for  Rome^  Alari 

began  to  refledb  upon  the   ftate  and  condition  of 

Great  Britain ;    he  imagined  with  hitnfelf  that  the 

Recovery  of  it  was  not  impracticable,  but  that  a  eon<- 

fiderabk  army  might  regain  what  the  Saxons  now' 

quietly  poflcffcd.     Therefore  he  was  refolvcd  to  try 

the  utmoft,   and  to  fend  over  all  the  forces  he  was 

able  to  draw  together ;  not  doubting  the  conqueft  of 

fome  part  of  Britain,  in  cafe  the  whole  fhould  prove 

irrecoverable.    He  was  the  more  encouraged  to  this 

expedition,  by  reafon  that  the  advantage  was  like  to 

be  his  own,  and  no  one  could  challenge  the  govern^ 

ment  of  Britain,  in  caie  fortune  fhould  deliver  it  to 

his  hands.    Cadwalader  was  gone  to  Rome,  and  in  all 

probability  never  to  return ;  his  fon  Edwal  Ywrch,  or 

the  Roe,  was  young  and  under  the  tuition  of  Alan ; 

fo  that  the  event  of  this  expedition  mufl  of  neceffity 

fall  to  himfelf,  or  by  his  concefiion  to  his  fbn  Ivor, 

who  was  to  be  chief  in  the  undertaking*    Having 

raifed  a  confiderable  army,   confiding  chiefly  of  his 

own  fubjeds,    with  what  remained  of  the  Britains 

that  came  over  with  King  Cadwaladar,  he  difpatched 

it  for  Britain,  under  the  command  of  his  fon  Ivor, 

and  his  nephew  Ynyr:    they  I'afely   landed  in  the 

weftern  pares  of  Britain,   which  put  the  Saxons  in^ 

to  fo  great  a  fright,   that  immediately  they  drew  up 

all  their  power  to  oppofe  them,  and  to  hinder  their 

progrefs   into  the  country^^    The  Briuins,    though 

fbmewhat  fatigued  with  their  voyage,  however  gave 

them  battle,  and  after  a  very  great  flaughter  of  the 

Saxons,     pofTefied   themfelves    of    the  countries  of 

Cornwal,  Devon,  and  Somerfetfhircs.     This  proved  a 

fortunate  banning  for  the  Britains,    and  gave  them 

great  hopes  of  farther  foccefs  in  the  recovery  of  their 

country  i 


ii 


H  The  hi  ST  Oil  Y  o^  WALESL 

country;    but  that  could   not  be  cxpefted   without 
great  opposition,   and  fcveral  hot  engagements  with 
tlie  Saxons.     This  they  were  immediately  made  fcn- 
iible  of;  for  thoy  h^  fearee  time  to  bitath,  and  to  re- 
cover their  fpirits  after  the  laft  battle,  but  Kentwinus, 
King  of  the  Weft-Saxons  marched  againft  them  with 
a  powerful  army,    confining  of  Saxons  arid  Ansjtes. 
The  Britains  xefolyal  to  fight  them ;  bat  whilft  both 
nrrnks  were  in  view  of  each  other^  they  thought  it 
more,  adviieable  to  ceafe. from  any  hoftility^  and  to 
^ntcr  into    articles  of   compo&tion.      Ivor    feemed 
already  fatisfkd    with    his   conqueft,    and  willingl7 
agreed  to  marry  Ethdbo^a,   Kcntwyn*s  caufin,  and 
|>eaceably  to  enjoy  for  his  fife  fo  much  as  he  was  al- 
ready in  pofleffion  of.     Tliis  he  faithfully  obferved  du- 
ring the  reign  of  Kcntwyn,  and  his  nephew  Cadwal ; 
who,  after  two  years,  refigaed  the  kingdom  of  thtf 
Weft-Saxons  to  his  coufin  IVor.    And  now  Ivor  was 
become  unexpectedly  powerful,    being  King  as  well 
of  the  Saxons,  as  Britains  t\m  inhabited  the  We£. 
tern  parts  of  the  ifland.     He  was  now  able  to  un- 
dertake ibmewhat  confid^rable,  and  therefore  began 
to  fall  foul  upon  his  neighbours  the  kbgs  of  Kent^ 
the  Weft-Saxons,  and  Mercia^  whom  he  ranquilhed 
in  feveral  battles.    But  being  at  length  tired  with  thd 
weight  of  government,   he  went  to  Rome,  after  the 
example  of  Cadwaladar,  and  nefigned  the  rule  of  the 
Saxons  to  his  coufin  Adelred,  leaving  the  Britains  to  the 
care  of  Roderick  Molwynoc,  the  fon  of  Edwal  Ywrch. 
This  Ivor  founded  the  abfay  of  Giaftenbury,  called 
iti  the  Brkiih  tongue  Ynys  Avalon ;  where  there  had 
been  a  chrifHan  church  for  feireral  yeans  before,  and  the 
jirft  that  was  ever  ereAed  in  Britain.     For  Jofeph  of 
Arimathea  being  fcnt  by  Philip  the  apoftle  in  the  days 
of  Arvirs^s,-  An.  Chr.  53.  to  preach  thegoljpel  in  Bri- 
tain^ feated  himfelf  here,  and  built  a  church  for  the  Brx- 
•  tifti  chriftians.    This  church  afterwards  Ivor  converted 
into  an  abby,  which  he  endowed  with  very  large  pof- 
fefiions ;  being  famous  for  the  burying-place  of  Jofrph 
of  Arimathea,  and  King  Arthur.     He  beftowed  aUo 
fome  lands  upon  the  church  of  Winchcfter, 

But 
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But  there  happened  feveral  cafualties  in  his  time. 
Brythc,  a  Subjedt  to  EgtVide  King  of  Northumberland, 
palled  over  to  Ireland,  and  wafted  and  dcftroyed  a  great 
part  of  that  Kingdom.     In  the  fourth  year  of  his  reign 
there  happened  a  remarkable  eardiquake  in  the  Ifle  of 
Man^  which  oniuch  difturbed  and  annoyed  the  Inhabi- 
tants ;  and  the  year  folk>wing  it  rained  blood  both  in 
Britain  and  Ireland.    This  occafioned  the  butter  and 
milk  to  refemble  the  colour  of  blood  ;  and  two  years 
after  the  Moon  alfo  appeared  aU  bloody.     Thefe  acci- 
dents of  liature  might  prefag^  fome  tumults  and  dif^ 
turbances  in  the  kingdom ;  which  were  very  great  in 
his  time.  For  he  was  almoft  in  perpetual  hoftility  with 
the  Kings  of  Kent,  Weft-Sex,  and  Mercia ;  which  oc-« 
cafioned  great  bloodlhed  and  daughter  in  Britain.  His 
Journey  to  Rome  put  an  end  to  all  thefe  commotions^ 
from  whence  he  never  did  return,  but  ended  his  days 
there  in  the  practice  of  piety  and  religion^ 


RODERICK    MOLWYNOa 


H  E  Government  of  the  Britains  Ivor  refigned  to 
Roderick  Molwinoc  the  fon  of  Edwal  Ywrch,  who  be- 
gan his  reign  An.  720.  But  Adelred,  King  of  the  A.D.fin 
Weft-Saxons,  was  difpleafcd  that  Ivor  had  not  beftow- 
cd  upon  him  his  whole  kingdom ;  and  upon  that  ac- 
count he  is  refolved  to  trouble  and  plague  Roderick  and 
his  Britons.  He  raifed  immediately  a  powerful  army^ 
and  with  all  his  forces  marched  to  Devonlhire.  which 
he  deftroyed  with  fire  and  fword.  From  thence  he  pro- 
ceeds to  Cornwal,  intending  td  make  that  country,  fen- 
fiblc  of  the  fame  mifery  •,  but  he  came  far  fhort  of  his 
expeftation ;  for  upon  his  entrance  into  the  county,  the 
Britains  oppofed  him,  and  gave  him  battel,  where  he 
was  vanquiJfhed,  and  forced  to  retire  with  all  fpeed  to 
liis  own  dominions.  This  viftory  the  Britains  cal- 
led 
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led  Gwaeth  Heilyn,.  frOm  the  place  where  this  bat- 
A.iy.72t:  tic.  was,  fought.  The  year  following,  the  Britain  J 
again  .  obtained  two  notable  vidories  over  the  Sax- 
tons,  the  one  at  a  place  called  Garth  Maclawch.  in 
North- Walcsj  the  other  at  Pencoft  in  South- Wales; 
But  the  joy  and  fatisfadion  which  the  Britaias  enter- 
tained of  thefe  fucceflesj  ,was  fomewhat  abated  ty  the 
death  of  Belin  the  fort  of  f^lphinj  a  Man  of  noble  birth, 
and  great  worth  among  xh^m^  _  ,  .  .  .  ,.  , 
About  the  fame  timc.C^lredus  Kitig  of  Mercia  died  i 
and  was  fuccceded  by  Ethelbaldus^  who  beihg  very 
defirous  to  annex  that  fertile  and  p^eafent  country 
lying  between  the  rivers  Sev^ri^  ahd  Wye  to,  .his 
kingdom  of  Mercia,  entred  Wales  with  a  puifTant 
army/  He  deftroyed  and  ravaged  the  country,  bc- 
fp;'c  him^  to  Carno, ,  a  mountain  lyipg  no^  far  frpm 
Abergavenny^  where  he  was  met  with  by  the  Britain's 
between  whom  a  bloody  and  fore  battle  was  fought 
in  the  year  728.  but  the  vidory  proved  very  dubi- 
table. 
^I>-  733*.  Not  lollg  after  died  venerable  Bede^  who  was  edu- 
cated and  brought  up  in  the  Abby  of  Wyrriethanior 
lafewei  a  man  of  great  ledrtiiilg  and  extenfiv^ 
knowledge;  who  wrote  feveral  books,  one  of  which 
entitled,  the  Eclefiaftical  Hiftory  of  the  Englilh  Na- 
tion )  he  dedicated  to  Cleol-wolfe  King  of  Northumifer- 
land*  The  fame  time  Adelrcd  King  of  the  Weft-Sax- 
ons, and  Ethelbald  King  of  Mercia,  united  their  forcc^^ 
and  jointly  marched  to  fight  againft  the  Britains. 
•  Th«  Welch  v^ere  how  put  to  very  hard  ftrcights,  and 

forced  to  oppofe  the  numerous  armies  of'  two  powe^ 
ful  kingsj  However,  fight  they  muft,  or  fuficr  their 
country  to  be  miferably  over-run  by  their  ihveferatt 
enemies.  Both  armies  being  engaged^  a  very  difmal 
battle  enfued  thereupon,  arid  a  very  great  flaugH- 
ter  happened  on  both  fides ,  But  the  Saxdris  prevail- 
ing by  the  number  of  their  force's,- obtained  a  very 
bloody  viftory  over  the  powcrlels  Britains,  But. 
Adelred,  who  was  rfiortly  followed  by  Edwyri  King  of 
the  Pi&Si  did  not  long  furvive  this  battle^  arid  Cudred 
took  upon  him  the  govcrnme«t  of'  die  Wcfft-Sai:ons* 
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*rhc  Welch  found  theirifelves  unable  to  cope  with  the 
Saxons,  and  too  weak  to  reprefs  their  endlefs  incur- 
fions  5  therefore  they  apply  thett^felves  to  Cud  red  and 
joined  in  league  "with  him,  who  upon  fome  occafion 
or  other,  was  adually  fallen  out  with  Ethelbald  King 
of  Mercia.    But  Ethelbald  was  fb  proud  with  the  fuc-  a.  a  74S 
cefs  of  thelaft  engagement,  that  not^ithftahding  the 
league  with  Cudred,   he  muft  needs  again  fall  upon 
the  Wtlch.     He  advanced  as  fir  as  Hereford,  inhere 
the  Brirains,  by  the  help  of  Cudred,  gave  him  a  fignal 
overthrow,  and  caufed  him  to  repent  of  his  ralh  and 
precipitous  expedition.     But  fliordy  after,  Cudred  and 
Ethelbald  were  unluckily  reconciled,  and  made  friends 
together,  and  Cudred  relinquiihing  the  Welch,  joined  his 
forces  to  Ethelbald*s.     Hereupon  enfued  another  bat- 
tle, in  which  the  Welch  being  greatly  overpowered, 
were  vanquifhed  by  the  Saxons  |  after  which  vidtory, 
Cudred  Ihortly  died.     To  him  fucceeded  Sigebert,  a  A.D.743, 
man  of  a  loofe  and  vicious  inclination ;  who  for  his 
ill  behaviour  in  the  management  of  his  kingdom,  was 
in  a  (hort  time  expelled  and  deprived  by  his  nobility, 
and  at  laft  mifcrably  flain  by   a  rafcaliy   fwineherd. 
After  him  Kenulphwas  chofenkingof  the  Weft-Saxons, 
Ann.  750.  in  whofe  time  died  Theodore  the  Ibn  of  a.  D.  750, 
Belin,  a  man  pf  great  eflecm  and  reputation  among 
the  Britains.    And  about  the  fame  time,  a  remarkable 
battle  was  fought  between  the  Britains  and  the  Pifts, 
at  a  place  called  Magedawc  -,  in  which  the  Pids  were 
put  to  a  total  rout,  and  Dalargan  their  king  cafually 
(lain.     But  the  Britams  did  not  fuccecd  fo  well  againft 
the  Saxons  ;  for  Rodcric  Molwynoc  was  at  length  for- 
ced to  forfake  the  wcftern  countries  of  Britain,  and 
to  claim  his  own  inheritance  in  North  Wales.    The 
Tons  of  Bletius  or  Bledericus  Prince  of  Cornwal  and 
Devonfhirc,    who  was  one  of  them  that  vanquiflied 
Adelred  and  Ethelbert  at  Bangor  on  the  river  Dee,  had 
enjoyed  the  government  of  North  Wales  ever  fince 
Cadfan  was  chofe  King  of  Britain.     Roderic  therefore 
demanded  the  government  of    this   country   as  his 
right,  wWch  he  was  now  willing  to  accept  of,  feeing 
he  was  forced  to  quit  what  he  had  hitherto  pofiefled. 

C  But 
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But  he  did  long  enjoy  it,  but  died  In  a  Ihort  ami*; 
leaving  behind  him  two  fons  Conan  Tindaythwy  and 
HoweTi  after  that  h»  'had  in  all  reigned  over  the  Bri- 
tains  thirty  years. 


CONAN  TINDAYTHWY. 

•  755*  J\^oderic  Molwynoc  being  dead,-  his  fort  Conaft  Tiri- 
daythwy  took  upon  him  the  government  and  prin- 
cipality of  Wales,  in  the  year  755.  He  was  fcarcc 
fettled  in  his  throne,  but  the  Saxons  b^gan  to  make 
in-roads  into' his  countrj^  to  fpoil  and  deftroy  what 
they  conveniently  could  meet  with.  They  were  a- 
nimatcd  hereto  by  the  bad  fuccefs  of  Roderic;  and 
having  forced  the  Britains  out  of  Cornwal  and  Devon- 
ftiire,  they  thought  it  prafticable  to  drive  them  out 
6f  Wales  too,  and  fo  to  reduce  the  poffeffion  of  the 
whole  Ifland  to  themfclves.  This  was  their  aim,  and 
this  they  endeavoured  to  put  in  execution  *;  but  they 
wcfe  met  with  at  v  Hereford,  where  a  fevcre  battle 
was  fought  between  them  and  the  Welch,  in  which 
Dyfwal  the  fon  of  Theodore  a  ftout  and  valiant  foklicr, 
was  flain.  And  fliortly  afterwards  died  Athelbcrt 
King  of  Northumberland,  and  was  fueceeded  by  01- 
waldr 

About  the  fame  time  happened  a  religious  quarrel 
between  the  Britains  and  Saxons,  concerning  the  ob- 
fervation  of  the  feaft  of  Eafter,  which  Elbodius  a 
learned  and  a  pious  Man,  endeavoured  to  rcftify  ^^ 
Wales,  and  to  reduce  it  to  the  Roman  calculation, 
which  the  Saxons  always  obfcrved.  The  Britains  did 
differ  from  the  church  of  Rome  in  the  celebration  o* 
this  feaft  j  and  the  difference  was  this.  The  church 
of  Rome  according  to  the  order  of  the  council  of  Nict?f 
always  obfcrved  Eafter-day  the  next  Sunday  after  the 
14th  day  of  the  Moon  j   fo  that  it  never  happen^^ 

upon  the  14th  day  itfelf,   nor  paflcd  die  21ft.    T**^ 
•  Britains 
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firitains  on  the  other  hand,  cclebrateil  their  Eafter  np- 
on  the  14th  and  lb  forwird  tp  the  20th,  which  oc- 
cafioned  this  difference^  that  the  Sunday  oblerved  as 
Eaftcr-day  by  the  Brirains;  was  but  Palm-Sunday  with 
the  Saxons.  Upon  this  account  the  Saxons  did  moft 
tincharitably  traduce  the  Britains,  and  would  fcarccly 
allow  them  the  name  and  title  of  Chriftians.  Here- 
upon, about  the  year  660;  a  great  contett  happened, 
managed  on  the  one  pate  by  Colnian  and  Hylda,  who  de- 
fended the  rites  and  celebration  of  the  Britains  •,  and 
Gilbert  and  Wilfride  on  the  part  of  the  Saxons.  Hylda 
was  the  niece  of  Edwine  king  of  Northurpbcrland, 
tducated  by  Pauline  and  Acdail.  She  publickly  op- 
poled  Wilfride  and  other  fuperftitious  monks,  as  to 
fuch  trifles  and  bigotry  in  religion,  alledging  out 
of  Polyerates,  the  fa£t  of  Irenseus,  who  withftood 
Viftor  bifliop  of  Rome  upon  the  fame  account ;  and 
the  cuftonl  of  the  churches  of  Afia  obfcrvcd  by 
iSt.  John  the  Evangelift,  Philip  the  Apoftle,  Polycarpus 
and  Melito  ;  aild  like  wife  obfcrved  in  Briton  by  Jo- 
feph  of  Arimathca,  who  firft  preached  the  gofpel 
hfere. 

OfTa  was  made  King  of  Mcrcia,  and  Brichtrich  of  a.p.763-' 
the  Weft-Saxons ;  aboiit  which  time  died  Fermael  the 
fori  of  Edwal  and  Cemoyd  King  of  the  Pifts.  The 
Ssucohs  did  daily  encroach  upon  the  lands  and  terri- 
tories of  the  Welch  beyond  the  river  Severn,  but 
more  efpecially  towards  the  fouth  part  of  the  coun- 
try. Thefc  encroachments  the  Welch  could  not  en- 
dure, and  therefore  were  rcfolved  to  recover  their 
owh,  and  to  drive  the  Saxons  out  of  their  country. 
The  Britains  of  South- Wales,  as  receiving  thegreateft  a.d.?-';-* 
injury  and  difadvantagc  from  the  Saxons,  prefently 
took  up  arms  and  entered  inio  the  country  of  Mer- 
cia ;  which  they  ravaged  and  dcilroycd  with  fire  and 
fwoxd.  And  ihortly  after,  all  the  Welch  joined  their 
forces  together,  fell  upon  the  Saxons,  and  forced  them 
to  retire  bej'ond  the  Severn,  and  then  returned  home, 
with  a  very  confidyablc  fpoil  of  Englifh  cattle. 
The  Welch  finding  the  advantage  of  this  kft  incur- 
fion,  and  how  that  by  thefe  means  they  gaulcd  and 

C  2  vexed 
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vexed  the  Saxons,  frequently  praftifed  the  fame;  arid 
entering  their  couiiti*/  by  ftealth,  they  killed  and 
deftroycd  all  before  them;  and  driving  their  catde 
beyond  the  river,  ravaged  and  laid  wafte  the  whole 
country.  OfFa  King  of  Mercia  not  being  able  to 
endure  thefe  daily  incurfions  and  depredations  of  tlie 
Welch,  entered  into  a  league  with  the  reft  of  the  Sax- 
on Kings,  to  bend  their  whole  force  againlt  the 
Welch ;  who  having  raifed  a  very  ftrong  and  numerous 
army,  paffed  the  Severn  into  Wales.  The  Wdch  be- 
ing rar  too  weak  to  Oppofe  and  encounter  fb  great  an 
army,  quitted  the  even  and  plain  country,  lying 
upon  the  banks  of  Severn  and  .Wye,  and  retired  to 
the  mountains  and  rocks,  where  they  knew  they 
could  be  moft  fafe  from  the  inveterate  and  revenge- 
ful arms  of  the  Saxons*  But  as  foon  as  the  Saxons 
decamped,  being  not  able  to  effeft  any  thing  againft 
them  in  thefe  Itrong  and  natural  fortifications,  the 
Welch  ftill  made  inroads  into  their  territories,  and 
feldom  returned  without  fome  coflfidefablc  booty 
and  advantage.  The  Saxons  were  heartily  nettled 
at  thefe  bo-peeping  ravagers,  and  would  compliment 
them  ftill  to  their  hoks,  but  dufft  not  purfue  them 
further,  for  fear  they  fhould  be  entrapped  by  fuch  as 
defendfrd  the  ftreights  and  paffages  into  the  rocks. 
King  OfFa  perceiving  that  he  could  cfFeft  nothing  by 
thefe  meafures,  annexed  the  country  about  Severn  arid 
Wye  to  his  kingdom  of  Mercia,  ahd  planted  the  fame 
with  Saxons.  And  for  a  farther  fecurity  againft  the 
endlefs  ihvafions  of  the  Welch,  he  made  a  deep  ditch, 
extending  from  one  fea  to  the  other,  called  Clawdh 
Offa,  or  OfFa's  dike ;  upon  which  account,  the  royal 
feat  of  the  Prfnces  of  Powys  was  tranflated  from 
Pengwern,  now  Shrewsbury,  to  Mathraval  in  Montgo- 
meryftiire. 
A.  D.  795.  While  thefe  things  are  tranfafted  in  the  weft,  the 
Danes  began  to  grow  powerful  at  fea^  ;lnd  durft  ven- 
ture to  land  in  the  north  of  England  -,  but  without 
doing  any  great  hurt,  being  forced  to  betake  thcm^ 
felves  to  their  fliips  again.  Within  fix  years  after, 
they  landed  again  in  greater  numbers,  and  proved  muth 
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more  terrible ;  they  ravaged  and  deftroycd  a  great  part 
of  Linfey  and  Northumberland,  over-run  the  beft  part 
of  Ireland,  and  miferably  wafted  Rechreyn.  At  the 
fame  time  a  confiderable  battle  was  fought  at  Ruth- 
land  between  the  Saxons  and  the  Welch,  wherein  Ca- 
radoc  King  of  North  Wales  was  killed.  The  govern- 
ment of  Wale3  was  as  yet  green,  and  not  firmly  root- 
ed, by  reafiMi  of  the  perpetual  quarrels  and  dlftur- 
bances  between  the  Welch  imd  the  Saxons ;  fo  that 
tte  chief  perfon  or  lord  of  any  country  aflumcd  to 
himfclf  the  title  of  king,  Caradoc  was  a  per- 
fon of  great  efteem  and  reputation  in  North  Wales, 
and  one  that  did  vety  much  contribute  towards  the  fe^ 
curity  of  the  country,  againft  the  incur fions  of  the 
Saxons.  He  was  fon  to  Gwyn,  the  fon  of  Colhoyn, 
the  fon  of  Ednowcn,  fon  to  Blethyn,  the  ion  of  Ble- 
cius  or  Bledcricus  Prince  of  Cornwall  and  Devonlhire. 
Offa  King  of  Mercia  did  not  long  furvive  him,  and 
was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  Egfert,  who  in  a  fhort  time 
Idft  his  kii^dom  alfo  to  Kenulphus,  a  year  after  that 
Egbertus  was  created  King  of  the  Weft  Saxons.  Aboqt 
the  fame  time  died  Arthen  fon  to  Sitfylht,  thtf  fon  of 
Clydawc  King  of  Cardigan ;  and  fometime  after.  Run 
King  of  Dyfcd,  and  Cadelh  King  of  Powys :  who  were 
followed  by  Elbodius  Archbifhop  of  North  Wales,  be- 
fore whole  death  happened  a  very  fevere  eclipfe  of 
the  fun.  The  year  followbg,  the  moon  was  like-  a.d.So^. 
wife  eclipied  upon  Chriftmas-day.  Thefe  fatalities 
and  edipies  did  portend  no  fuccefs  to  the  Welch  af- 
fairs ;  the  laying  of  St.  Davids  in  a/hes  by  the  Weft 
Saxons  being  followed  by  a  general  and  a  very  grie- 
vious  murrain  of  qattle,  which  was  like  to  impovcrilh 
the  whole  country.  The  following  year  Owen  the 
^n  of  Meredich,  the  fon  of  Terudos,  dyed;  and  the 
Caftle  of  Deganwy  wa§  ruined  and  deftroyed  by 
thunder. 

But  thefe  feveral  lofles  which  the  Welch  fuftained 
could  not  reconcile  Prince  Conan  and  his  brother 
Howel ;  but  they  muft  needs  quarrel  and  contend  with 
one  another,  when  they  had  the  greaceft  occafion  to 
embrace  and  unite  their  endeavours  againft  the  com- 

C  3  ujoa 


21  The    history  of  WALES. 

mon  enemy.  Howel  claimed  the  ifle  of  Anglefey,  a| 
part  of  his  father's  inheritance^  which  Conan  would 
by  no  means  hearken  to,  nor  conient  that  his  brother 
fhould  take  pofieffion  of  it.  It  was  the  cuftom  of 
Wales,  that  a  father's  cflatc  fhouW  be  equally  diftri- 
buted  between  all  his  fons ;  and  Howd  by  virtue  of 
this  cuftom,  commonly  called  Gavelkind  f'rom  the 
word  Gafel  to  hold;  claimed  that  ifland,  «5  his  fa- 
ther's eftate.  The  cuftom  of  Gavelkind  Kas  been  the 
bccafion  of  the  ruin  and  diminutipn  of  the  eftates 
of  all  the  ancient  Nobility  in  Wales  j  which  being 
endleQy  divided  between  the  feveral  fons  of  the  fame 
family,  where  at  length  reduced  to  nothing/  From 
hence  aUo  proceeded  feveral  unnatural  wars  »nd  di^ 
fturbances  between  brothers;  who  heins  either  not 
fatisfied  with  their  portions,  or  difpfcaled  with  the 
country  they  were  to  poflefs,  difpui^d  their  right 
by  dint  of  the  fword.  This  proved  very  true  ia 
this  prcfent  inftance  -,  for  Howel  would  not  fuffer  him- 
fclf  to  be  cheated  out  of  his  paternal  inheritance^ 
and  therefore  he  would  endeavour  to  recover  it  by 
force  6f  arms.  Both  armies  t>eing  engaged,  the 
vidory  fell  to  Howel,  who  immediately  iSereupon 
pofleffed  himfelf  of  the  ifland,  ^nd  valiantly  main- 
tained it  againft  the  power  and  ftrength  of  his  bro- 
therConan, 

The  Welch  being  thus  at  v^iance  and  enmit)'^  among 
thenifelves,  and  ftriving  how  to  deftfoy  one  another ; 
bad  yet  another  difafter  added  to  their  misfortune. 
For  the  following  year  they  received  a  very  confi- 
xlerable  lofs  by  thunder,  which  very  much  fpoiled 
and  annoyed  thfe  country,  and  laid  feveral  fioufes  and 
towns  in  alhe^.  '  About  the  fame  time,  Gru^th  the 
fon  of  Run  a  perfon  of  conflde'rable  quality  in  Wales, 
dyed ;  and  Griffri  the  fon  of  Kyngeh,  was  trcachcr- 
oufly  murthercd  by  the  praftices  of  his  brother  Elis. 

But  Conan  could  not  reft  fatisried  with  his  brother 
HowcPs  forcible  po(reffi6n  of  the  Ifland  erf*  Anglefcy ; 
and  therefore  he  was  refolvcd  to  give  him  another 
battle,  and  to  force  him  to  reftore  and  yield  up  the 
poflcflion  of  that  Country,  which  he  had  now  violently 
' •'      kept 
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^ept  in  his  hands,     Howei  on  the  other  hand,  being 
^s  refolutely  bent  to  maintain  his  ground,  and  not  to 
deliver  up  a  foot  of  what  he  was  now,  upon  a  double 
relpe£t,  viz.  his  father's  legacy,  and  his  late  conqueft, 
owner  of;  willingly  ipet  his  brother,  put  hini  to  ftlghf, 
and  killed  a  great  number  of  his  forces.     Conan  was 
cruelly  enraged  at  this  fhameful  overthrow,  and  there- 
fore  made  a  firm  refoludon,   either  to  rciiover  the 
Ifland  from  his  brother,  or  to  facrifice  hi$  life  and 
his  crown  in  the  quarrel.     Having  drawn  up  ajl  the  a,d,Si7, 
forces  he  could  raife  together,   he  marijhed  to  Anr 
glefey  xo  feek  hjs  brother  ijowclj  who  being  too  we  A 
fq  encounter  and  oppof^  fo  confiderable  a  number, 
was  compeUed  to  make  his  efcape  to  the  Ifle  of  Man, 
^d  to  leave  the  Ifland  of  Anglefey  to  the  mercy  of 
his  brother.     Byt  Conan  did  not  live  long  to  reap  tbft 
fatisfaAion  of  this  yidory,  byt  died  in  a  fhort  time^ 
leaving  iflve  b^hin4  him,  one  pnly  daughter  called 
Efylbt,  married  to  a  nobleman  of  Wales  named  Mer- 
fyn  Frych.     Jie  w^  fon  tp  Gwyriad  or  Uriet,  the  fon 
of  Elidure,  who  lineally  defcended  from  Belinus  the 
brother  of  5rf  pnus  king  of  the  Britains.     His  mo- 
ther was  Neft,  the  daughter  of  Cadelh  king  of  Powys, 
the  fon  of  Brochwel  Yfcithroc ;  who  together  with  Cad- 
Jan  king  of  Britain,  Morgan  king  of  Demetia,  and 
Blcdericus  kirtg  of  Cornwall,    gavg  that  mcmQrablis 
overthrow  to  Ethejred  king  of  Northumberland,  up- 
on the  rivpr  Dec,  in  the  y$ar^J7,    This  6rpchwel  by 
the  Latin  writers  named  ]BirecivaUus  and  Brochmaelus, 
was  a  very  confiderable  princp  in  that  parf  of  Britain^ 
called  Powys-land ;  as  ^fp  Earl  of  Cheffer,  and  lived 
in  the  fown  thep  called  Pengwcrp  Powys,  now  Salop  j 
in  the  houfe  where  fince  the  college  of  SttQhad  ftands. 
He  >yas  ji  gr^at  friend  and  a  favourer  to  the  monks 
of  Bangor,  wholb  part  he  (ook  agaipft  the  Saxons  that 
were  fgt  on  by  Auguftine  the  moi^k,  to  profecyte  theni 
with  fire  and  fword,  becaufi:  they  would  not  forfak^ 
the  cuftoms  of  tji^ir  Qw«  fbyrfhi   j^^d  conform  %9 
|hof?  of  Roipf ; 

C.4  Merfya 
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MERFYN  FRYCH  and  ESYLHT, 


C. 


I  ON  AN  being  dead,  Merfyn  Frych  and  his  wife 
Ei/lht,  who  was  fole  heir  to^  Conan^  took  upoa 
them  the  government  qr  principality  of  Wales^ 
This  Merfyn  was  king  of  Man,  an^  fon  to  Qwyriat 
^nd  Neft  the  daqghter  of  Cadelhap  Bfochw^l  ap  Elis 
king  of  Powys,  fiowel  being  forcibly  ejefted  out,  of 
Angleley  by  his  brother  Conan  Tindaethwy^  efcap- 
ing  tQ  the  Ifland  of  Man,  was  honourably  and  kind- 
ly received  by  Merfyn ;  in  return  of  whofe  civilities 
Howel  ufed  fuch  me^ns  afterwards  that  Merfyn  niar- 
ried  Efylht,  the  daughter  and  heir  of  his  brother  Co- 
nan,  (though  others  fay,  that  he  died  prefently  after 
|iis  efcape  to  Merfyn,)  Howel  after  that  he  had  for  a- 
bout  five  ypars  epjoyed  the  Ifle  of  Man,  and  other 
lands  in  the  north,  given  him  by  Merfyn  to  hold 
under  him,  died  about  the  year  835;  after  whofe 
death,  they  again  returned  to  Merfyn,  whofe  an- 
ceftors  "had  always  held  the  fame,  under  the  kings 
of  the  Britains  -,  and  fo^  upon  his  marriage  with  E- 
fylht,  the  Ifle  of  Man  >¥as  annexed  to  the  crown  of 
Wales.  •        * 

In  the  firft  yc^r  of  t^ieir  reign,  Egbert,  the  power- 
ful king  of  the  Weft  Saxons,  entered  with  a  mighty 
army  into  Wales,  deftroyed  and  wafled  the  coun- 
try as  far  as  Snowden  Hills,  and  feized  upon  the 
lordfhip  of  Rhyyonioc  in  Denbighland,  About  the 
fame  time  a  very  fore  battle  was  fought  In  Anglefey, 
between  the  Saxons  and  the  Welch,  called,  from  the 
place  wh^re  this  fight  happened,  the  battle  of  Lhan- 
vaes.  Fortune  fcemed  all  this  while  to  frown  upon 
the  Welch,  and  their  affairs  "fucceede.d  very  ill ;  for 
ihortly  after  that  Egbert,  had  advanced  his  colours  as 
far  as  Snowden,  Kenulpl^  king  of  Mercia  wafted  the 
councry    of   Weft  Wales*    over-ran    and    deftroyec^ 
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Powis-land,  and  greatly  difturbed  and  incommoded 
the  Welch  nation.  Soon  after  this,  Kenulph  died, 
and  was  fucceeded  by  Kenclm ;  and  he  in  a  Ihort 
^ime  by  Ceolwplph,  who,  after  two  years  reign,  left 
the  kingdom  of  Mercia  to  Bernulph. 

Egbert,  king  of  the  Weft  Saxons,  was  grown  very 
ftrong  and  powerful,  able  to  reduce  all  the  petty  king-, 
doms  in  Britain,  under  one  fingle  monarchy;  upon 
the  thoughts  of  which,  he  fet  upon  Bern\ilph,  king  of 
Mercia,  and  v^quifhed  him  at  EUedowne ;  and  after- 
wards brought,  under  fubjeftion  die  countries  of 
Kent  and  of  the  Weft  Angles,  But  the  Britains  could 
not  be  fo  pafily  f^ibdued ;  for  aft;er  a  long  and  a  cruel 
fight  at  Gavelford,  between  them  and  the  Weft  Sax- 
ons of  Devonfhire,  in  which  feveral  thoufands  were 
iOain  on  both  fides,  the  viftory  remained  uncertain. 
He  had  better  fuccefs  againft  Wyhilafe,  king  of  Mer-  a.d.8>9^ 
cia,  whofe  dominions  h?  eaflly  added  to  his  now  increaf- 
ing  Monirchy ;  and  jJafling  the  Humber,  he  quickly 
reduced  that  country  to  his  fubjeftion.  The  Saxon 
heptarchy  was  now  become  one  kingdom,  and  Eg- 
bert  fole  monarch  of  all  the  countries  that  the  Saxons 
pofleffed  in  Britain ;  which  name  he  ordered  fhould 
be  changed  to  England,  his  people  to  be  called  En- 
glifhmen,  and  the  language  Englim. 

They  who  came  over  put  of  Germany  into  this 
ifland  to  ^id  the  Britains  againft  their  enemies  the 
Pifts  and  Scots,  were  partly  Saxons,  Angles,  and 
Juthes ;  from  the  firft  of  which  came  the  people  of 
Eflex,  Suffex,  Middlcfex,  and  the  Weft  Saxons ;  from 
the  Angles,  the  Eaft  Angles,  the  Mercians^  jahd  they 
that  inhabited  the  north  fide  of  the  HumBCT;  from  the 
Juthes,  the  Kentifhmcn,  and  the;y  that  fettled  in  the  Ifle 
of  Wight.  Thefe  Germans,  after  that  they  had  drove 
the  Britains  beyond  Severn  and  Dee;  ereftcd  feven 
kingdoms  called  the  heptarchy  in  the  other  part  of 
the  Ifland;  whereof,  i.  Kent.  2.  Of  the  South- 
Saxons,  containing  Suffex  and  Surrey.  3.  The  Eaft* 
Angles,  in  Norfolk,  Suffolk,  and  Cambridgefliire.  4. 
'The  kingdom  6f  the  Weft  Saxons,  coriiprehending 
gerkihircj  Dcvonfliirc,   Somcrfetfliire,  and  .Cornwall. 

5.  Mercia^ 
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5.  Mercia,  containing  Gloceftcr,  Hereford,  Worccftcr, 
Shropfhirc,  Stafford,  Chefhire^  Warwick,  Li^icefter^ 
Darby,  Nottingham,  Lincoln,  Northampton,  Oxford, 
Buckingham,  Bedford,  and  half  Flertfordihire.  6. 
Tlie  Eaft-Saxons,  containing  Eflex,  Middlefex,  and 
the  other  part  of  Hertford.  7.  Of  the  Northum- 
brians, taking  in  all  the  country  beyond  Uumber, 
vrhich  was  divided  into  t\yo  parts,  Dpyr^  and  Berni- 
cia ;  the  firft  from  Hiimber  to  Tyne,  the  other  froq 
Tyne  to  the  Scottiih  Sea. 

Egbert,  king^of  the  Weft-Saxons,  having  feverally 
conquered  thele  kingdoms,  anaexed  them  together, 
^nd  comprehended  them  under  one  monarchy, 
which  W51S  called  the  kingdom  of  Engird,  968 
years  after  the  combg  of  Brute  to  this  Iflandj 
383  year?  after 'the  landing  of  Hengift;  and  149  af- 
ter the  departure  of  Cadwaladcr  to  Rome. 

Egbert  having  thus  united  jpdcr  one  government 
thefe  fevcfal  kingdoms,  which  ufed  continually  IQ 
moleft,  and  to  incroach  upon  each  pthers  territories  -, 
might  reafonably  have  exp^<5ited  to  enjoy  Jbis  ncvf 
A.  D.  883.  kingdom  quietly,  and  not  fear  any  difturbancc  or 
trouble  in  his  donimions.  But  no  fobncr  was  he 
eftablilhed  king  of  England,  but  the  Danes  began  to 
direaten  new  commotions,  and  landed  in  great  num- 
bers, and  in  divers  places  of  the  kingdom.  Egbert 
fought  feveral  battles  with  them,  and  with  various 
fuccefs:  at  length  the  Danes  landed  in  Weft  Wales, 
marched  forward  for  England,  being  joined  by  a  great 
Dumber  of  Welch,  and  met  Egbert  upon  Hengift-down, 
where  a  fevere  battle  was  fought,  and  the  Danes  put 
to  a  total  rout-  The  W^lch  iuffered  fcverely  for 
this ;  Egbert,  being  highly  incenfcd  that  the  Danes 
were  fupported  by  them,  laid  fiege  to  Caer  I^heon  aP 
Dhyfrdwy,  or  Chcfter,  tjic  chief  city  of  Vcnedotia, 
which  hitherto  h^d  remained  \n  the  h^nds  of  the 
Welch;  toojt  the  town,  and,  amojpg  oi.her  tojccns 
of  his  indignation,  he  caiifed  the  brazen  effigies  of 
Cadwalhon,  king  of  Britain,  to  be  pulled  ^own  and  de- 
faced, and  upon  pain  of  death  forbad  the  erefting  of 
fuch  again.    He  iflucd  out  alfo  a  proclamationt  by  the 
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iniligation  of  hh  wife  Redburg^,  who  always  bore  an 

inveterate  maljce  to  the  Welch  •,  commanding  aU  tha? 

were  any  ways  eactrafted  from  Britilh  bipo4»  to  de-r 

part,  with  all  their  effefts,  out  of  his  kingdom,  withiij 

fix  nionths  upon  pain  of  de;i(h,     Thefe  were  very 

ieverc  and  infupportable  term? ;   but  b?  di^  not  livq 

long  to  fee  diem  put  in  ei^ecution }  for  dying  ihortly 

after  the  bftttJe  of  H^ngift-^owHt  he  wgs  fucc^jded  by 

his  fon  Etl^lwiilpht  This  King  Ethclwulph  n}arried  his 

daughter  to  Berthrcd,  who  wa3  his  tributary  king  of 

Mcrcia^   by  vWc  help  he  fycirefsfuUy  opppfed  the 

cruel  incuiiions  of  the  DauQs,  who  mifcr*bj[y  deftroy- 

cd  the.fca-coftfts  of  England  with  fire  wd  fwQrd, 

Thefe  Danifh  coauBOtions  being  indifferently  well  ap^ 

pcafed^   ^nhred,    king  of  'Mercia,   fet   ypop    the 

Welch,  between  whom  a  remarkable  battle  was  fought 

at  a  place  cajled  KetteU  -,  where  Merfyn  Frych,  king 

q{  the  Britains,  was  kiUed,  leaving  to  fucceed  him  m 

the  government  of  Wfl|c3,  bis  (on  Rodcrif  ^ijawr,  or 

the  Great, 


RODERiq    THE    GREAT, 

jVIeRFYN  FRYCH  h^ing  loft  his  life,  andA.D.843. 
with  it  his  kingdom,  in  the  battle  of  Kettell ;  his  fon 
Roderic,  Airnamed  the  Great,  without  any  oppofi- 
tion  or  contcft,  fucceeded  in  the  principality  of  Wales. 
The  £rft  thing  he  eflfedled  after  his  advancement  to 
the  crown,  was  the  dividing  of  Wales  into  ieveral 
provinces,  which  he  diftin^ilhed  into  thefe  three; 
Aberflfraw,  Dinevowr,  apd  Mathraval.  Berthred,  kin^ 
of  Mercia,  being  animated  by  his  late  fuccefs  againft 
Merfyn  Frych,  purpofed  to  perform  the  like  exploits 
^ainft  his  ion  Roderic,  And  having  gained  the  aid 
and  afiiftance  of  King  Ethelwulph,  he  entered  North 
Wales,  with  a  ftrong  army,  and  advanced  as  far  as 
Angle^,  which  he  cruelly  and  mifcrably  deftroycd. 
'     -      '  ^  *      .  *        ^  Rodehc 
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Roderic  met  him  fcveral  times,  and  the  Welch  did  at 
length  fo  gaul  and  torment  him,  that,  in  fine;  he  had 
little  or  nothing  to  boaft  of;  only  Meyric,  one  of  the 
chiefeft  princes  among  the  Britains,  was  flain. 

But  he  was  foon  forced  to  quit  his  expedition 
againft  the  Welch,  and  to  convert  his  forces  another 
way;  his  own  dominions  requiring  their  conftant 
refidence,  being  fevercly  threatened  by  si  fore^n  in-^ 
A,i>,84$,  vafion.  For  the  Danes  were  by  this  time  grown  lb 
very  powerful,  that  they  ov'er-ran  a  great  part  of 
England,  fckight  with  AthellHn,  king  of  Kent,  bro-. 
ther  to  Ethelwulph  •,  and  obtained  fo  much  conqucft, 
that  whereas  before  they  resumed  to  their  own  coun- 
try when  the  weathef  grew  too  cold  for  adion, 
they  now  took  up  their  winter-quarters  in  Eng-r 
land.  ...'.'  -^   . 

The  Welch,  in  the  mean  time,  being  fccure  from 

any*  vidence,    which  might  otherwife  be  expe&ed, 

from  the  Englifti;    began  :to  quarrel  and  fall  Qut  a-^ 

mongft  themfelves.  Ithel,king  of  Gwent,  or  Wentland, 

for  what  occafion  not  known,  fell  foul  upon  the  men 

.   of  Brecknock,  who  were  fb  refolute  as  to  fight  him  ^ 

and  the  event  proved  very  unfortunate  to  Ithel,  who 

'     was  (lain  upon  the  fpot.   ,  It  is  the  ynhappinefe  of  a 

nation  that  is  governed  by  feveral  petty  ftates,  when 

it  is  apprehenfive  of  no  danger  from  an  outward  cne- 

my  that  it  will  fall  at  vafiance,  and  create  difturbances 

'  among  itfelfl 

Had  the  Britains,  inftead  of  falling  upon  one  ano- 
ther, taken  the  advantage  of  this  opportunity,  when, 
the  Saxons  were  altogether  employed  in  oppofing  and 
repelling  the  Danes,  to  increafe  and  ftrengthen  their 
number,  and  to  fortify  their  towns ;  they  might  at 
Jeaft  fecurely  have  poflefled  their  own  dominions,  it 
not  extended  their  government  to  a  great  part  of  Eng- 
land., But  a  fort  of  an  equality  in  power,  begat  an 
emulation  between  the  feveral  princes,  and  this  emu- 
lation for  the  moft  part  ended  in  blows  and  contention ; 
fo  that  inftead  of  ftr^ngthcning  themfelves  whilft  they, 
had  refpite  from  the  Englilh j  they  rather  weakened 
their  poVer  by  inward  diffijrences, 

Konger 
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Kongen,  king  of  Powys,  was  gone  to  Rome,  there  a*d.854. 
to  end  his  days  peaceably  and  religioufly,  but  his  death 
did  not  prove  fo  natural  as  he  expefted,  being  bar- 
baroufly  flain.  Or  {^s  lome  fay)  choaked  by  his. 
own  fcrvahts.  Shortly  after  died  Cemoyth,  king  of 
the  Pi£h,  and  Jonathan^  lord  of  Abcrgeley.  It  was 
how   become    cuftomary   for    princes    wearied    with 

fovernment  to  go  to  Rome,  and  the  Pope  willingly 
ifpenfed  with  the  rcfignation  of  their  crowns,  hf 
reafon  that  his  Holincfs  feldom  loft  by  it.  King 
Ethelwulph  paid  very  dear  for  his  entertainment  there,  ' 
made  his  kingdom  tributary  to  the  Pope,  and  paid 
the  Peter-pence  to  the  church  of  Rome.  The  Saxon 
genealogifts  bring  the  pedigree  of  Ethelwulph  for  fc- 
veral  fucceffions  and  generations,  up  to  Adam^  ^ 
rnay  be  leen  in  Matthew  of  Weftminfter,  who  in  like 
manner  derives  the  pedigree  of  OfFa,  king  of  Mercia. 
This  has  been  the  cuftom  of  moft  nations^  both  an- 
tient  and  modern :  and  is  always  praftifed  by  them 
"whofe  families  are  any  thing  antient  and  honourable ; 
fo  that  it  is  a  very  great  miftake  to  feoff  at,  and  de- 
ride the  Weldh  becaufe  they  keep  up  this  antient  and 
laudable  cuftom. 

Berthred,  king  of  Mercia,  became  at  length  far 
too  weak  to  repel  the  daily  iticreafing  power  of  the 
Daftes,  who  fo  numeroufly  poured  upon  him,  that  at 
laft  he  was  forced  to  relinquifh  his  kingdom  and  fly 
to  Rome,  where  in  a  fhort  time  he  forrowfully  ended 
his  days.'  Ethelwulph  fhortly  followed,  and  left  his 
fons,  Athelbald,  king  of  the  Weft-Saxons,  and  Athel- 
bright,  king  of  Kent,  and  the  Eaft-Saxons.  Ethelwulph 
is  reported  to  have  beeft  fo  learned  and  devout,  that  the 
church  of  Winchefter  eleded  him  in  his  youth  bifhop 
of  that  fee,  which  funftion  he  took  upon  him  about 
fcven  years  before  he  was  made  king.  He  is  faid 
alfo  to  have  conquered  the  kingdom  of  Demctia  or 
South-Wales ;  which  together  with  the  kingdom  of 
the  South-Saxons  he  bcftowed  upon  his  fon  Alfred, 
upon  condition  he  would  bring  a  thoufand  men  out 
of  Wales  to  Winchefter,  to  the  aid  of  his  brother 
Ethelbert  againft  the   Danes.     Athelbald  fuccecding 

his 
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fore  he  began  to  enquire  after  the  wifeft  and  learned- 
eft  men  that  he  could  hear  ofi  to  be  direfted  by  them, 
Whom  he  worthily  entertained,  making  ufe  of  their 
advice  as  well  in  the  publick  government  of  the 
kingdom,  as  in  his  private  ftudies  and  conference 
of  learningi  He  fent  for  two  men  famoufly  learned 
out  of  Walesi  the  one  called  John  de  Erigena,  furnamtd 
Scotus  5  the  other  Aflerius,  furnamed  Menevenfis.  De 

•  Erigena  was  born  at  Menevia  or  St.  Davids^  and  was 
brought  up  in  that  college;  who,  for  the  fake  of 
learning,  having  travelled  to  Athens,  and  beftowed 
there  many  years  in  the  ftudy  of  the  Greet,  Hebrew, 
and  Caldaick  tongues,  and  the  fecr^t  myfteries  of 
philofophy,  came  to  France ;  where  he  was  well  ac- 
cepted of  by  Carolus  Calvus,  or  Charles  the  Bald,  and 
Ludovicus  Balbus,  or  Lewis  the  Stammerer :  and  there 
tranflatcd  the  works  of  Dionyfius  Areopagita,  De 
Coelefti  Hierarchia  out  of  the  Greek  into  the  Latin 
tongue;  Being  returned  home  to  Wales,  he  was 
fent  for  by  this  King  Alfred,  who  was  then  founding 
and  erecting  the  univerfity  of  Oxford,  of  which 
Erigena  became  the  firft  profeiTor  and  publick  rea- 
der. But  King  Alfred  bore  fo  great  a  refpeft  to 
learning,  that  he  would  fuffer  none  to  bear  any  con- 
fiderable  office  in  his  court  but  fuch  as  were  learn- 
ed; and  withal,  exhorted  all  perfons  to  embrace 
learning,  and  to  honour  learned  .men«  But  though  a 
love  to  learning  be  feldom  reconcileable  with  a  war- 
like and  a  military  life,  King  Alfred  was  alfo  forced 
to  regard  the  difcipline  of  war  to  defend  his  king- 
dom againft  the  increafmg  power  of  the  Danes.    For 

.  he  was  fcarce  fettled  in  his  throne,  but  this  reftlcfa 
and  ever  troublefome  people  began  to  moleft  and  de- 
•ftroy  his  country,  infomuch  that  he  was  of  ncceffity 
forced  to  oppofe  them,  which  he  did  twice  upon  the 
fduthfide  of  the  river  Thames^  in  which  engage- 
ments he  flew  of  the  Danes  one  king,  nine  earls,  to- 
gether with  an  innumerable  multitudfe  of  inferior  fol- 

■  diersv  About  the  fame  time  Gwgan  ap  Mcyricap 
Dunwal  ap  Arthen  ap  Sitfylht,  prince  pf  Cardigan,  dicd^ 

-being  as  fame  fay^  unfortunately  drowned.    £utthe 

late 
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late  viaories  which  Alfred  had    obtained  over  the 
panes,  did  not  fo  much  weaken  and  difhearien  them, 
but  that  in  a  fliort  time  they  recovered  their  fpirits 
and  began  again  to  look  terrible  and  threatening.    For 
as  foon  as  they  could  re^unite  their  fcattercd  forces,  they 
fet  upon  and  deftroyed  the  town  of  Alclyde,   won 
the   city  of  London  and  Reading,  over-ran  all  the 
inland  country,  and  the  whole  kingdom  of  Mercia, 
Another  army  of  Danes   at   the  fame   time  proved 
very  fuccefsful  in  the  North  and  pofleflcd  themfelves 
of  the  country  of  Northumberland,  which  a^ion  did 
not  lb.  much  grieve  the  Englifli,  as  trouble  and  vex 
the  Pi^  and  Scots,  who  were  inceflantly  gauled,'  an4 
frequently   beat  off  by  thefe  Danifli  troops.     The 
next  year  three  of  the  Daniih  captains  marched  from 
Cambridge  towards  Warham  in  Dorfetlhire,  of  which 
expedition  King    Alfred    being    informed,    prefently 
detached  hb  forces  to  oppofe  them,  and  to  offer  them 
battle.      The  Danes  were  fo  ftartled  at  this,    that 
they  immediately  dcfired  peace,    and  willingly   con- 
fentcd  forthwith  to  depart  out  of  the  country,  and 
to  forfwear  the  fight  of  Englilh  ground.     According 
to  which  capitulation,  the  horfe  that  night  marched 
for  Exeter,  and  the  foot  being  (hipped  off,    were 
all  of  them  drowned  at  Sandwich.     The  Danes  ha- 
ving thu^  abjurcrd  England,  were  not  wiling  to  re^^ 
turn  home  empty,    but  thought  ic  prudent  to  bend 
their  courfe  againft  Wales,     They  fancied  that  they 
were  like  to  meet  with  no  great  oppofition  from  the 
Welch,  and  therefore  could  carve  ror  thcmlelves  ac- 
cording as  their  fancy  direded  them.   But  having  land- 
ed their  army  in  Anglcfcy,  they  quickly  experienced 
the  contrary ;   Prince  Rodcric  oppofing  them,  gave 
them  two  battles,  one  at  a  place  called  Bcngole,  and         g^. 
the  other  at  Menra;id  in  Anglefev.     At  the  Ume  time 
another  lumy  of  Danes  under  the  command  of  Hal- 
den  and  Hungare  landed  in   Soy :h- Wales,  over-ran 
the  whole  country,  deftroying  all  before  tliem,  nei- 
their  fparing  churches  nor  religious  houies.    Sut  thcv 
received  their  due  reward  at  the  hands  of  the  Weft 
Saxoas»  who  meeting  with  them  on  the  coafts  of  De* 

D  vonihire. 
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vonlhirc,  flew  bptFi  Maiden  and  Hun^artr,  ivitlrijoft. 
of  thcil;  rireh.    *rhp  fame  yeaV  EiriioQ,  bifhop  of  9t, 
pavjds'diedl,  and  Vf^  the  rolTowing  yeairfuccecded  by 
iiubcrt,  who  was  irrftalldd  in  h.is  placd. '    ' ' 
A.  jx  876.     The  EngliflK.  being  rid  of  their  wwerful  and  ever, 
tcftlefs  enemies  the  Darte^^  began  now  t0  quarrel  with 
^he  Welch,  entering  into  Anglefey,  ^bi  a  nunjeroui 
army,  fought  a  fore  battle  with  Roderfc,  Who  togcthet 
iffkh  his  brotb^er  ^Or  a4  bthers  fav'hh  fonVClwyfiad, 
was  'unh«)pay  flain  in  the  field,  vmdti  battle  is  c^cd 
by  the  Welch,  Gwarth  Duw  Sul  y  Mort,'    "This  ko- 
dcric  had  iffue  by  his  wife  Anghafad,  Anarawd,  Ca- 
dclh;^^  Merfyn,  the  laf?  of  which,  Gh-atdos  Caitt- 
brcrifis,  contrary  to  the  Viilgar  and  rccej^^d  Opinion, 
'  will  have  to  be  the  cldeft  foh  of  Roderic,  upon  whoni^ 
i^as  b^rflowed  the  principality  of  North-Wales.    For! 
it  was  unanimoufly  grantee}  that  Roderrc  was  undoubt- 
e<i  proprietor  of  all* the  dominions  of  Wales,  North- 
Wales  defcending  unto  him  hv  liis   mother  Rylht, 
the  daughter  and  fo^e  hmr  ot  Conan  l^ndaethwyj 
South- Wales  by  Hts  Wife  Angharad,  the  daughter  of 
Meyric  ap.Dyfnwal  ap  Ardien  ap  Sitfylht,  King  of* 
Cardigan  *,  Pdwis  by  NefV,  the  fifter  and  heir  of  Con- 
gen  ap.  Cadelh,  ICing  of  f  ovt^is   his  father's  mother. 
Thefe  tjircc  dominions  Roderic  divided  between  his 
three  fons,  appointing  North- Wales  for  his  eldcft  fon 
Anarawd,  South- Wales  to  Cadelh,  who  ihortly  after 
his  father's'  death,   forcibly  feized   upon  his  brother 
Merfyn*s  portion,  upon  whom  Koderic  had  bcftowed 
Powis-Land    Waleis'  being  thus  divided  between  thefe 
three  princes,  they  were  called  Y  Tri  Tywj'foc  Talae- 
thioc,  or  the  three  crowned  princes,  by  reafon  that 
fach  tof  them  did  wear  on  his  helmet  a  coronet  of- 
gold,  being  a  broad  head  band  indented  upward,  fct 
and  wrought  with  precious  ftoiies,  which  in  the  Britilh 
Tongue  is  called  Taleath. ''  To  each  of  thefc  princes 
Roderic  built  a  royal  feat,  for  the  Prince  of  G^ncth 
•or  North- Wales,  at  Abefffraw ;  of  South-Wales,  at 
toinefa^p-;  for  the.  Prince  of  Powis,   at  Mathraftl. 
Roderic  had  ilTue'  alfo,    befides  thofc  three,  Roderic, 
Mcyric,  Edwal  or  Tudwal,  Gwyriad  andGathdic 
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But  Roderic  having  divided  his  principality  betwixt 
his  eldcft  fons,  namely,  Al^erfFraw,  wjth  the  fifteen 
cantreds  thereunto  belonging  to  Anarawd;  Dinefawr 
witli  its  15  cantreds  extending  from  the  mouth  of  the  rir 
ver  Dofi,  to  the  mouth  of  Severn  p  Cadelh  j  and  Powis 
with  fifteen  Cjintreds  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  Dee, 
to  the  bridge  over  Severn  at  Glocefter  to  Merfyn : 
Ordadaed,  **  That  his  eldeft  Ion  Anarawd,  and  his  fvic- 
i:eflbrs,  fiiould  continue  the  payment  of  the  ancient 
tribute  to  the  Crown  of  England  1  and  the  other  two, 
their  heirs  ^nd  fucceflbrs  ihould  acknowledge  his  {<^ 
vereignty  -,  and,  that  upon  any  foreign . wvtfiw^  they 
^ould  mufiirfly  aid  and  proteft  one  another?." 

And  he  farther  appointed,  **  That  whcA  any  diffe- 
rence {hould  arife  betwixt  the  Princes  of  AberfTraw 
and  C^digan  or  Dinefawr>  the  three  «PriQce»  ihould 
mctt  at  Bwlch  y  Pawl,  and  the  Prince  of  Powis  Ihould 
be  umpire.  Bujt  if  the  Prince  of  AberfTraw  and  Powis 
fell  at  irariance,  they  ihould  n)ept  at  Dot  Rhian- 
i»dd,  profa^y  Morva  Rhianedd,  on  the  batik  of  the 
^river  Dee,  where  the  King  of  Cardigan  was  to  adjuft 
^c  concroverfy;  and  if  the. quarrel  Juppened  betwixt 
the  Princes  of  Powis  and  Cardigan,  the  meeting  was 
appointed  at  Llys  Wen  upon  the  river  Wye,  and  to 
be  decided  by  the  Prince  of  Aberffraw/* 

And  the  better  to  fruftrate  any  attenftpt  of  the  Eng- 
|i(h,  hie  ordained  moreover,  "  That  all  ftrong  holds^ 
cafU^s  and  citadcb,  fhould  be  fortified  and  kept  ip  re^ 
pair ;  that  all  churches  and  religious  lioufes  fhould  he 
re-edified  and  adorned,  and  th^t  in  all  ages  .the  hiftory 
pf  Britain,  beiqg  faithfuUy  regifterei^  an4  tranfcribcd, 
ihould  be  kept  therein^ 
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A    N    A    R    A    W    D. 


HE  Welch  had  often  forrowfuHy  ftlt  the  unfla-! 
tural  eSk&s  of  inward  feditions,  and  of  being  go* 
vcrned  by  feveral  princes,  which  were  now  tmavoid-. 
ably  to  be  renewed  by  reafon  of  Rodric-s  imprudent 
divifion  of  his  dominions  between  his  three  fons.  For 
the  feveral  principalities  being  united  in  him^  it  wa» 
certainly  the  moft  politic  means  for  the  prefcrvation  of 
the  country  from  the  inveterate  fury  of  the  Englilh* 
to  compofe  the  inward  differences  which  ^ould  other- 
wife  happen,  by  perpetuating  the  whole  government  of 
Wales  in  one  prince.  For  it  was  impofiible  cffco' 
tually  to  oppofc  the  common  enemy  by  feparatc  ar- 
mies,  and  where  a  different  intercft  interfered,  as  i{ 
the  fafcty  of  the  fame  country,  and  the  honour  of  the 
prince  were  unanimoufly  regarded.  This  was  the  un- 
happineis  of  the  ancient  Britains,  when  the  Romans 
invaded  their  country  -,  domeftic  broils  and  inward  dii^ 
fentions  being  fown  among  thcmfelves,  they  could  not 
agree  to  unite  their  powers,  and  jointly  to  oppofe  the 
common  enemy,  fo  that  Tacitus  wifehr^  concludes, 
Dum  fingulipugnant  umverfi  vineuntur* 

There  arc  few  nations  but  have  experienced  the 
folly  of  being  rent  into  feveral  portions,  and  the 
downfal  of  that  great  body  the  Roman  empire^  in»7 
not  be  abfurdly  attributed  to  ConfVantine's  dividing  of 
it  between  his  fons.  But  the  Welch  at  this  time 
prefently  felt  the  unhappinefs  of  it ;  Cadclh,  Pf jn^^ 
of  South-Wales,  being  diflatisfied  with  his  portiont 
and  defirous  to  feed  his  ambition  with  larger  terri- 
tories, could  not  fpare  his  brother  Merfyn's  country, 
but  mull  needs  forcibly  difpoflcfs  him  of  his  lawM 
inheritance,    and  fo  involve  the  Welch  in  a  Civil 

War.     ■    •  '  -* 

But 
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But  the  fucccffion  of  the  Princes  of  Wales  pro- 
^ceeds   in  Anarawd,   the  eldeft  fcyn  of  Roderic,  who 
^egaft  his  rcigh  over  North- Walesj  in  the  year  877.         $77. 
At  that  time  Rollo,  with  a  numerous  Army  of  Nor- 
mans dcfcended  into  France,  and  poflefled  themfelves 
of  the  coimtry  of  Ne'uftria,  whfch  from  them  has  fince 
Ircccived  the  name  of  Normandy.     But  the  treache- 
rous Danes  in  England,    v(rho  had  retired  to  the  city 
*of  Exeter,   qiiickly  violated  the  capitulation  which 
they  had  lately  fwore  to  obferve,  and  upoh  that  ac- 
xctant  were  fo  warmly  purfoed  by  King  Alfred,  that 
'they  gladly  delivered  up  hoftages  for  the  performance 
of  the  articles  formerly  agre«i  updh  between  them. 
-But  it  was  hot  their  intentioA  to  keep  them  long, 
for  the  next  j-ear  they   again  broke  iofe,    poffcflSi 
themfelves  of  all  the  tduntry  upon  the  north  fide 
of  Thames,    and  palling  the  river,  put  the  Englifh 
to  flight,  and  made  themfcives  matters  of  Chippcn- 
•ham  in  Weft-Sax.      But  their  whole  army  did  not 
ilicceed  fo  well,    for   Alfred  meeting  with  a  party 
\if  them,  flew  then-  captain  and  took  their  ftahdafd, 
Svhich  the  Danes  called  Raven.     After  this  he  van- 
•quifhed  them  again  at  Edendown,   where  after  that 
the  Danes  had  given  hoftages  for  their  peaceable  beha^ 
Vioiir^  Godrun,  their  commander,  received  the  Chrif- 
tiah  feith^  and  fo  reigned  in  Eaft-Angle.     But   this 
opportunity  feerfied  to  threaten  a  great  ftorm  upon 
Wales;  for  bcfides  the  death  of  Aedan,  the  fon  ofA.D-S??. 
•Melht,   a  nobleman  of  the  countryv    the  arricles  of 
rt)mpofitioh  between  the  Englifii  and  the  Danes,  oc- 
cafiorted  thefe  iaft  to  join  their  ]power  with  the  peo- 
ple of  Mercia  to  fight  againft  the  Welch,   between 
whom  a  fevere  battle  Was  fought  at  Conwey,  wherein 
th*  Welch  obtained  a  Very  fignal  vitftory,  which  was 
tailed  *•  Dial  Rodri,  of  the  Rerenge  of  the  Death  of 
Prince  Roderic.'* 

The  reafon  why  the  Mercians  were  fo  irreconcilably 
enra^xl  againft  the  Wdlch  at  this  time,  was  this :  Al- 
ter the  death  of  Roderic  the  Gneat,  the  northern  Bri- 
tains  of  Stratclwyd  and  Cumberland  were  mightily  in- 
feftcd  ahd  weakened  through  the  daily  incurfions  of  the 

D  3  Danes, 
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Dan^s,  Saxons  and  Scots,  infomuch  that  as  manV 
of  them  as  would  not  fubinit  their  necks  to  the  yoke 
were  forced  to  quit  their  country^  and  to  fedk  for  more 
quiet  lubitations.  Therefore  towards  the  beginning  of 
Anarawd*s  reign,  feveral  of  them  capnc  to-  Gwyncti, 
under  the  conduft  of  one  Robert,  whofe  diftitffcd 
condition  the  prince  commiferating,  granted  them  all 
the  country  betwixt  Chefter  and  Conwcy  to  feat  them- 
fclvcs  iji^  in  Cafe  they  could  drive  out  the  Saxons  who 
had  lately  poffeffed  themfelres  of  it. 

The  Britains  listving  returned  their  thanks  to  Ana- 
rawd,  prefcntly  fell  to  workv  and  neceflity  giving  edge 
to  their  valour,  they  eafily  difpoffeflfed  the  Saxons  who 
were  not  as  yet  warm  in  their  feats.  For  fonic  time 
they  continued  peaceably  in  this  part  of  Wales  5  but 
Eadrcd,  Duke  of  Mercia,  called  by  the  Welch  Edryd 
Wallthir,  not  being  able  any  longer  to  bear  fuch  ah  ig- 
nominious ejeftion,  made  great  preparations  for  the 
re-gaining  of  the  faid  country.  But  the  northern  Bri- 
tains^ who  had  fettled  themfelres  there,  having  iotct 
ligence  of  his  defign,  for  the  better  feciuity  of  their 
cattle  and  other  effeds,  removed  them  beyond  the  river 
Conwcy.  Prince  Anarawd  in  the  mean  time  was  not 
'idle,  but  drawing  together  all  the  ftrength  he  could 
raile,  encamped  his  army  near  the  town  of  Conwey  at  a 
place  called  Cymryt,  where  himfelf  and  his  men  having 
made  gallant  refiftancc  againft  the  preffing  efforts  of 
the  Saxons,  obtained  a  very  compleat  vidtory. 

This  battle  was  by  feme  called  Gwacth  Cymryt  Con^ 
wey,  by  reafon  that  it  was  fought  in  the  townlbip  of 
Cymryt,  near  Conwey.  But  Prince  Artarawd  would 
have  it  called  Pial  Rodit,  becaufc  he  had  there  rcvefr 
ged  the  death  of  his  father  Rodri. 

In  this  battle  Tutlwal,  Rodri's  fon^  received  a  wound 
in  the  knee,  which  made  him  be  donominatcd  Tud- 
wal  Gloff  ever  after  5  but  for  his  fi^al  fervicc  in 
this  aftion  his  brethren  beftowed  upon  him  Uchelogocd 
Gwynedd.  But  the  Britains  purfuing  their  viftory^ 
chaled  the  JSaxons  quite  out  of  Wales  into  Mercia, 
where  having  burnt  and  deftroyed^  the  bowkrs,  they 
returned  home  laden  with  rich  fooilSf  and  fo  took 

poflcflion 
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^oltcflion  of  the  country  betwi«  Chefter  and  Cohwcy, 
which  for  ^  4ong  tune  after  they  peaceably  enjoyed, 
fiut  Anardrwd  to  acprefs  hh  thankfulnefs  to  God  for 
thl$  great  Viclory,  gave  very  confiderabk  lands  and 
poflefliohs  ify  the  collegiate  churches  oif  JBangor  aiid 
Clynnoc  Vawr  in  Art'ofi.  After  this,  thofc  Danes  that 
lay  at  Fulhenhacn  near  London,  cn^fled  the  fea  to 
iVanqe^,  and  palEng  to  Paris  along  the  river  Seyn* 
l*poiled  the  coliihtry  thereabouts,  and  vanquilhed  the 
'French  that  canie  agaihil  them ;  btu  ill  their  return  to^ 
wards  the  fea  coaft^  they  were  met  ^ith  by  the  Britaihs 
of  Armorica,  who  flew  the  grcattft  part  of  them,  and 
jthe  reft  cohfufedly  endcavtmring  t6  efcape  to  their 
^ips,  were  all  droWn'fed. 

,  One  fhduld  think  that  the  fcveral  misfortunes  the 
Danes  fuftained  grft  at  Sandwich,  then  by  King  Al^ 
fred,  and  how  in  France^  wbuld  h^ve  quite  drained 
their  number,  and  utterly  have  rid  Britaiti  from  fo 
troublcfome  an  enemy.  But  like  ill  weeds;  the  more 
you  root  them^  the  tafter  they  will  grow ;  the  Danes 
wcVc  ftifl  fupplied  frort  abroad,  and  if  an  army  was 
vanquiihe)^  here,  another  was  fure  to  come  in  their 
fborn.  This  tbfe  Welch  found  too  true,  fot  not  long 
iafter  this  fathous  defeat  by  the  Armorican  Britains, 
tlic  Danes  not  able  to  venture  upon  thcfe,  were  re* 
foly;ed  to  reVenge  therhfelves  bpoh  their  friends  o^ 
Waicsi  *rid  therefore  landing  in  Iforth-Walesi  they 
'cruelly  hairraflcd  and  deftroycd  the  country;  Nor 
is  it  ftrajige  to  conGder  from  whence  fuch  a  wonderful 
number  of  Danes  and  Normans  could. come.  For 
the  kingdom  of  Denmark  had  under  iti  not  Only 
Denmark,  which  is  a  Imall  country  divided  by  the 
fea  into  Infulas  and  Peilinfulas,  as  that  which  joins 
lipoii  Saxony  and  Holfatia,  called  Gymbrica  Cherlbne^ 
fus,  with  the  iflands  of  Zealand  and  Finnen,  but  alfo 
Norway^  and  the  large  country  of  Sweden,  reaching  to 
Mufcovy,  and  almoft  to  the  North-Pole.  This  coun- 
try being  then  fcarce  known  to  the  world,  did  of 
a  fudden  pour  out  fuch  a  multitude  of  people,  which 
like  a  fudden  ftorm  uncxpfedtcdly  over-Tan  jdl  Europe, 
with  a  great  patt  of  the  country  of  Afri«.    From 
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h  nee  proceeded  thefe  Danes  who  annoyed  Englami  \ 
and  the  Normans,  who  conquered  France ;  both  na- 
tions being  originally  derived  from  the  fame  ftock. 
A.D.g9a      The  Danes  had  not  appeared  in  England  for  Tomtf 
time,  and  therefore  arc  now  refolved  to  take  to  fure  t 
footing,  as  they  cannot  eaflly  be  repuUed.     Two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  fail  beiiig  landed  at  Lymene  in  Kent^ 
hard  by  the  great  foreft  of  Andrcflege,  they  built  the 
caftle  of  Auldre  or  Apledorc.     The  fame  time  Hail- 
ing with  a  fleet  of  eighty  fail  ventured  to  the  Thames 
mouth,  and  builc  the  caftle  of  Mydlton ;  having  firft 
made  an  oath  to  King  Alfred,  not  to  moleft  him  or 
any  of  his  fubjefts :   but  having  built  the   caftle  of 
Beamfleet,   he  thought  himfelf  to  hate  obtained  fo 
great  a  ftrength,  that  there  was  no  neceflity  of  oblerv- 
ing  the  oath  lately  fworn  to  King  Alfred,  and  therefore 
invaded  the  country  round  about  him.     But  he  Ibori 
found  his  miftake,  and  was  forced  to  betake  himfelf 
back  to  his  caftle,  which  was  quickly  puUed  dowti 
upon  his  head,  and  his  wife  and  two  fons  taken  prifo- 
ncrs;  who  being  chriftcned,   were  again  reftorcd  to 
their  father.     Upon  this  Hafting  and  his  Danes  de- 
parted from  England)  and  made  their  way  for  France) 
where  laying  ficge  to  the  cit)'  of  Limogis,  and  defpair- 
ing  of  a  fpeedy  furrender  of  it,  betook  himfelf  to  his( 
ufual  way  of  dealing  finiftroufly,  and  devifed  this  trick 
to  win  the  town :  He  feigned  himfelf  to  be  dangeroufly 
iick,  and  lent  to  the  bifhop^  and  the  conful  of  the  cityi 
dcfiring-  of  them  moft  earneftly,  that  he  might  be  ad- 
mitted to  the  Chriftian  Faith,  and  be  baptized  before 
his  departure  out  of  this  world-     The  bifhop  and  con- 
ful fufpeiling  no  deceit,  were  very  glad,  not  only  to  be 
delivered  from  the  prefent.  daitger  of  being  hmtg^^^i 
but  alfo  to  win  fo  great  a  perfon  to  the  congregation  of 
Chrift,  -    Whereupon  a  firm  peacte  being  conciudcei 
betwixt  both  nations,  Hafting  is  baptized,  the  bifcop 
and  tonful  being  his  godfathers ;  which  being  ended, 
he  was  carried  back  by  his  foldiers  to  his  Ihips,  in  * 
very  infirm  condition,    as   he  outwardly  pretended. 
About  midnight   he  caufed  himfelf  with  his  arms 
about  him  to  be  laid  on  a  bier^  asfd  eottmtfndhrd  bi:^* 

foldiers 
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fbldiers  to  carry  their  weapons  with  them  under  theif 

coats,  arid  fo  to  be  ready  when  he  Ihould  givt  them 

the  Word.     The  next  day^  all  things  beinfe  in  a  readi- 

ncfs,  he  was  fblemnly  brought  by  his  foldiers  with 

great  tlamour  and  conterfcit  moufning,  to  be  interred 

in  the   chief  church  of  the  city  j  where  the  bi(bop 

and  conful,  accompanied  with  all  the  moft  hoiiourable 

members  of  the  town,  came  to  honour  the  funeral. 

but  whcii  the   bifliop  had    made  himfelf  ready  to 

bury  the   body,   and  all  the  cicitens   being  in  the 

church,    up  ftarts  Hading  with   his   Sword  drawn^ 

and  killing   firft   the  bifhbp   and   the  conful,  after-^ 

wards  fell  in  with  his  armed  foldiers  upon  the  naked' 

people^  putting  all  to  the  fword,  and  faring  neitheif 

iige,  ,fex,  nor  infirmity;     Having  ranfacked  the  town, 

he  fcnt  rticffcflgers  to  Charles  the   French  king,  to 

itiediate  for  peace,  which  he  eafily  obtained,  together 

with  the  town  of  Chai*trcs  towards  the  defraying  of 

his  charges: 

At  this  timel  Hehnith  ap  Bledric,  a  b^ron  of  Wales,  j^p,  j^^^ 
died  •,  and  two  years  after,  Artarawd  prince  of  North  89 J- 
"Wales^  With  a  confiderable  number  of  Englifh,  march- 
ed againft  bis  brother  Cadclh,  and  fpoiled  the  Countries 
of  Cardigan  and  Yftradgwy.  At  the  fame  time  thd 
Danes  laid  fiege  to  the  city  of  Exeter  i  and  whert 
Alfred  had  marched  to  oppofe  them,  they  that  con- 
tinued in  the  caftle  of  Auldre  pafled  over  to  Eflex,  and 
built  another  caftle  at  Scobrith,  and  from  thence 
marched  to  Budingtoil,  feated  upon  the  Severn.  When 
Alfred  came  riear  to  Exeter,  the  Danes  preferitly  raifed 
the  Siege,  and  betaking  themfclves  to  their  Ihips,  failed 
towards  Wales,  and  I'poiled  the  fea-c^bft  thereof,  and 
advanced  as  far  as'  Buellt. 

But  the  Danes  at  Budington  being  informed  that 
king  Alfred  marched  againft  them^  ficd  back  to  their* 
caftle  in  Eflex :  fo  that  the  king  was  fain  to  alter  his 
march^  and  to  convert  his  forces  againft  Lcicefter^ 
where  a  party  of  Danes  was  fo  warmly  beficged, 
that  at  lerigth  they  were  reduced  to  that  extremity, 
as  to  feed  upon  their  horfes.  But  the  feafon  of  the 
year  for  a^ion    being    ended,    and    the    extremity 

'of 
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o£  the  weather  being  a4vaQCed,  Alfsed  was  forced 
to  raifc  the  fiege^  and  td  wait  the  nex(  opportunity 
A.  J>.  895. for  the  recovery  of  the  town.  Rut  bjefpre  he  could 
appear  before  it  again,  the  Danes  fairly  quitted  ic; 
and  together  with  thof^  i^  Northunibefland,  p^dTed 
^      by  the  North  Sea  to  Mercfige, .  an  ifle  lo  Eflcy.    The 

596.  next  year  they  entered  the  Thames^  and  buiit  a  caftle 
twenty  miks  4iftaht  from  London  5  lipoh  thfc  ftrcngth 
of  which^  they  yencurcd  to  fpoil  and  wafte  the  couii- 
jtry  thereabouts  j  but  paid  very  dear  for  their  courage, 
being  accidentally  met  with,  they  received  a  bloody 
bverthrow,  having  four  of  their  priiiccs  flain  upoii 
the  fpoc,  and  the  reft  very  glad  to  nriake  their  efcape  to 
the  caftle.  Upon  this  Alfred  divided  the  river  into 
three  ftreanns,  by  which  iftratagem  the  water  became 
io  diminiihed  in  thi:  Thanics^  that  the  Dartifti  Ihips 
fcould  not  return  back  into  the  fea.  Whicn  the  Danes 
jperceived  this;  arid  found  it  imprafticable  for  them 
to  efcape  iri  their  fhips,  they  left  their  wives  and  chil- 
dren and  all  their  cffo&s  in  Effex  >  and  fo  paflcd  by 
land  to  Enadbryge  upon  the  Severni  and  then  pafling 
the  river,  ipoiled  the  countries  of  Brcckiiock,  Gwent- 
land^  and  Gwcntlhwg.  Some  of  them  at  the  fame  timci 
pafled  over  to  France  ;  arid  another  compaiiy  coafting 
about  Devorifliire^  deftroyed  the  maritime  countries', 
but  being  met  with  by  the  Eriglifli,  loft  fix  of  their 
ihips  in  the  difpute, 

597.  The  following  fUmitier  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  fuf- 
fered  extremely  by  locufts,  who  confumcd  all  theconi 
and  all  grafs  thfough  the  whole  country  5  but  were  ac 
length  by  continued  prayers  and  fafting  quite  deftroy- 
cd,  Thcfe  are  common  in  Afriek,*  arid  other  hot  re- 
gions, but  feldom  feen  in  colder  climates ;  and  when 
they  happen  to  travel  fo  far,  they  are  always  very 
peftilcntious  and  dcftruftive  to  that  coiintry  they 
come  ta 

900.  This  year  Igmdnd^  with  a  great  number  of  Danes, 
landed  in  Atialcfeyi  and  was  met  with  by  the  Wtlch^ 
at  a  place  caUed  Molerain^  where  Merfyii  was  (lain : 
though  others  call  it  Mcilon,  andi  from  t;he  battle 
fought  there,  Maes  Rbos  Meitori,  The  fame  year 
^        •  .  .  King 
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King  Alfred  died,  who  tranflated ,  the  anticnt  laws 
of  Dyfnwall  Moehnut,  king  of  Britain,  and  the  laws 
bf  Qucea  Maflia,  out  of  Britiih  into  Englifh,  and 
calkd  it  Martian  law»  which^  was  afterwards  called 
Weft-Saxon  law,  and  obfervcd  in  part  of  Mercian 
with  all  the  countries  on  the  fouth  of  Thames :  The 
other  part  of  the  country  having  another  law  called 
Dane  Lex^  both  which  remained  to  the  time  of 
Edward  the  Confeflbr,  who  of  theie  two  made  one 
law.  It  is  Very  obfervable,  what  is  related  of  King 
Alfred,  cohcerning  his  divifion  of  the  natural  day  in* 
to  three  parts  v  the  ont  he  iet  apart  for  devotion  and 
itudy,  the  next  for  the  affairs  of  the  common-^ 
wealth,  ahd  tUe  third  for  his  own  reft  and  refrefh* 
ment. 

Alfred  being  dead,  Edward  his  eldeft  ion  took  up- 
bn  him  the  crown,  which  fo  difpleafed  the  ambitious 
Ipirit  of  his  brother  Adelwulph ^  that  prefehtly  he  rai£: 
ed  a  cruel  war  againft  him^  and  flying  to  Northumr 
berlatid^  ftirred  up  the  Danes  againft  his  brother 
Edward.  The  Danes  were  glad  of  the  opportunity^ 
Kaving  now  a  fair  pretence  to  render  themielved 
mafters  of  the  whcde  ifland^  and  therefore  AdcU 
xtrulph  is  made  king,  as  well  of  the  Angles  as  of  the 
Danes,  who  by  this  time  w^re  grown  to  be  one  Peo* 
pie.  Marching  dien  proudly  with  21  very  confiderable 
army  at  his  heels,  he  fubdued  the  Eaft- Saxons,  fpoil- 
ed  the  country  of  Mcrcia;  and  pafling  over  the  Thames 
at  Crickland,  deftroyed  Brythend,  and  returned  home 
with  .very  great  booty.  At  the  fame  time  Euneth 
was  flain  in  Arwyftly.  But  Edward  being  informed  Of 
his  brother's  retreat,  purfued  him  very  Eagerly ;  but 
miiling  of  him,  over-ran  and  deftroyed  all  the  coun* 
try  betwixt  Oule  and  die  Dike  of  St.  Edmund^  and 
then  returned  home  with  his  whole  army,  faving  the 
Kentiih  men,  who  being  too  greedy  of  pltinder,  rafh- 
ly  tarried  behind.  Fot  dM  Danes  perceiving  the  bo- 
dy of  the  army  to  be  returned,  and  that  a  fmall 
party  ftill  continued  to  ravage  (he  country,  prefent* 
ly  fee  upon  them,  flew  a  great  number  of  them,  and 
put   the   reft   to  a  fhameful  flight.     Nqr  were  the 

Danes 
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Danes  only  powerful  in  England,  but  molcfted  aria 
A^-Di  905,  grew  prevalent  in  Ireland :  For  this  year  they  cntaiea 
that  kingdom,  flew  Carmot,  king  and  bifhop  of  all 
Ireland,  a  religious  and  a  virtuous  pcrfon,  the  fon  of 
Cukeman;  and  Kyrnalt,  foUofMurgan^  king  of  La- 

^6.  gines.  Thfe  year  after  died  Aflcr,  archbiihop  of  St. 
David's,  uncle  to  the  famous  and  learned  Affir,  fur- 
teamed  Menevetifis  §  who  being  chancellor  to  his  uncle 
the  archbifliop,  was  fent  for  by  King  Alfred  to  ihftruft 
his  children ;  whofe  life  he  afterwards  wrote,  and  was 
made  bifhop  of  Shireburn; 

Edward,  to  force  his  btbther  from  his  country; 
and  to  revenge  the  death  of  the  Kentiflimcn,  dit 
patthed  an  army  to  Northumberland ;  which  having 
fpoiled  the  country,  returned  home:  Upon  whicS 
the  Danes,  to  return  their  kindnefs,  defttdyed  a  great 
part  of  Mcfcia.  BUt  within  a  *hile  after,  Edward 
having  raifcd  a  very  confiderable  army,  gave  the 
Danes  battle,  overthrew  them,  and  flew  their  kings 
Alden  and  Edelwulph,  with  a  great  number  of  their 
hdbles.  This  added  very  much  to  his  dominionsi 
Vrhich  Were  the  mott  increafcd  and  ftrengthened  by 
the  addition  of  the  cities  of  London  and  Okford; 
Which  Upon  the  death  of  Edelredj  duke  of  Mercia; 
EdwaM  feized  into  his  own  hands,  permitting  his 
wife   Elfleda   to   enjoy   the    reft  of   his    dukedom; 

507.  Shortly  after,  Cadelh,  prinee  of  South  Wales,  diedj 
leaving  behind  him  three  fonsi  Howel  Dha,  or  th<i 
Good,  who  fticceeded  his  father  in  the  kingdom -of 
bouth  Wales;  Meyric  and  Clydawc.  King  Edward 
havihg  obtained  fo  fignal  a  viftory  oVer  the  Danes^ 
and  rendered  his  kihgdom  for  Ibme  time  quiet,  begari 
to  build  places  of  ftrehgth,  which  might  be  ferviceable 
againft  a  future  ftorm:  He  built  a  caftle  at  Hertford; 
betwixt  the  rivers  Benefic,  Minier,  and  Ligc;  and 
alfo  erefted  the  borough  of  Wytham  in  Eflcx ;  and 
continued  fomctime  in  Wealdyne,  to  keep  thofe  coun^ 
tries  in  awe.  But  in  fpltc  of  all  this  precaution,*  the 
Danes  of  Leyc€fter  and  Hampton,  began  the  follow- 
ing year  to  be  very  troublefomcj  flew  a  great  number 
of  Englifli  at  -Hotchaortorti  and  in  their  return  homeM 

wardf 
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V^rd«  deftroyed.  the  country  of  Oxford.    About  the 
fame  tiipe  a  confiderable  fleet  from  Tydwike,  under 
the  command  of  Uther  and  Rahald,  failed  by  the  weft- 
•  cm  lea  to  Wales,  and  dcftroyed  St.  David's ;  where 
yras  fought  the  battle  of  Dinarth,  apd  M^yloc^  the 
fcn  of  Peredtir  Gam,  was  (lain.     After  this  they  en- a.  D.  911^ 
tered  into  Herefwdfliire,  where  they  were  fought  with- 
al, and  Rahald  was  (lain,  ^nd  the  reft  compelled  to 
forfwcar  the  king's  land,   an4  never  to  return  any 
xnorc  to  England.     Kiqg  Edward,  to  prevent  any  fu- 
ture difhirbance  from  fuch  open  invaders,  caufcd  a 
iboiig  army  to  be  quartered  upon  th^  ibuth  fide  of 
Severn ;  but  the  Danes,  for  all  he  could  do,  entered 
twice  into  his  country,  oncQ  at  Werdi,  and  then  at 
Portc^ns   but  were  both  times  overthrown  by  the 
£i^i(h.     From  thence  they  depaned  to  the  Ifle  of 
~  Stepen,  whence  they  were  forced  by  hung^  to  fail  to 
South  Wsdes^  inteiKling  to  make  a  confider^le  prey  <?f 
that  country  I   bqt  f^lipg  of  their  aim,    they  were 
conHrained  to  ma^e  thf  tteft  of  their  way  for  Ireland* 
But  the  next  year,  a  party  of  Pap^  fought  a  very 
jtevere  battle  with  the   Kentiifh  men  at  (^Im ;    but 
yrbich  of  them  obtained  the  vidory,  is  not  certainly 
Imported.     About  the  fame  time  Anarawd,  prince  of    91^^ 
l^orth  Yf^ksj  died,   leaving  behind  him  two  fons, 
pldwal  Foel,  aqd  Elis  i  and  fooie  lay  a  third,  named 
Meyric 


PPWAL      FOEL. 


A  FTER  the  death  of  Anarawd,  his  ekkft  fon 
Edwal  Foel  took  upon  him  the  government  of 
North- Wales;  Howel  Dha holding  the  principality  of 
South-Wales  and  Powis:  At  what  time,  a  terrible  cch 
xnet  appeared  in  the  heavens.  The  fame  year  the  ci- 
ty q£  Chcftcr,  which  had  been  dcilroycrd  by  the  Danes, 
Yras,  by  the  procurrment  of  Elfieda,  new  built  and 

repaired. 
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repaired,  as  the  ancient  records  of  that  citjr  do  tc- 
ftify.  This  in  the  ancient  copy  is  called  Leycefter, 
by  ^n  cafy  miftake  for  Ixgeceftria  or  Cbefter,  called 
by  the  Romans,  Legionun^  tieftria,  The  ne)ct  fum- 
Wer  the  men  of  Dublin  cruelly  deftroyed  the  ifle  of 
Aftglefey ;  and  foon  after,  Clydawc  the  foa  of  Cadclb, 
was  unnaturally  flain  by  his  toother  Mcyric,  about  the 
fame  rime  that  the  banes  received  a  cruel  overdifoW 
by  the  Englilh,  at  Tottcdiale.  But  feMeda  <iid  not 
long  furvive  the  rebuilding  of  the  city  of  CKefter; 
a  woman  of  fingular  virtues,  and  one  that  greatly 
ftrengthened  the  kingdom  of  Mer^a,  by  building 
of  towns  and  caftles  againft  the  incuffionJi  of  the  banes ; 
^  Strengat  and  Bmge,  by  the  foreft  of  Mofp^'Tam-^ 
/worth,  Stafford,  Edelbui^h,  Cherenburgh^  Wadcburgh, 
and  Runcofe.  After  thi^,  flie  entered  wi'A  her  whole 
army  into  Wat^s,  won  fireclctiock,  and  took  the  qucen,^ 
y)^iih  thirty-three  of  her  ttien  pYifonefs  ;  which  in 
Welch  fe.  called  **  Gwailh*  y  0dina^  Newydh,  or  the 
battle  of  the  new  city,  j^rom  hence  Ih'e  marched  fc^r 
t)erby,  which  fhe  took  from  the'l^bvies,  bfingorify 
four  of  her  'chief  commafiders  in  the  a'ftion. 

The  ottafiOn  of  thefe  two  expedirlofe,  According  to 
fome,  WAS  thrs!  Huganus,  lord  of  Weft  Wales,  per- 
Tceiving  KiAg  Edward  to  be  unavoid^aWfy  bufy .  in  the 
Danidi  war;  gathered  an  army  of  firitains,  and  en- 
tering into  England,  deftroyed  the  king's  'country. 
Upon  the  news  of  this,.  Elfleda  came  to  Wales  with 
a  great  armyi  fought  with  the  Welch  at  Breclcnock, 
and  putting  Huganus  to  flight,  took  his  wife  and  Ibme 
of  his  men  prifonerS^  whorii  fhe  carried  with  her  to 
Mercia.  Huganus  being  thus  defeated,  ficd  to  Derby, 
and  being  there  kindly  received,  joined  himfelf  with 
the  king's  enemies,  the  Danes.  ElBeda  being  cer- 
tified of  that,  followed  him  with  her  army  •,  but  V 
ftorming  the  gates  of  the  town,  had  four  of  her  belt 
officers  killed  by  Huganas.  But  Gwyane,  Lord  of 
the  Ifle  of  Ely,  her  fteward,  ,  fctting  fire  to  the 
gates,  furioufly  ran  upon  the  Britains,  and  entered  the 
town ;  upon  which  Huganus  perceiving  himlelf  to 
be  oyer- matched,  chofe  rather  t;o  fall  by  the  fword, 

than 
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^han  cowardly  to  yleH  himfdf  to  a  woman.  Thi 
next  y«ar  Eificda  laid  ^c  to  the  city  of  l^eicefter, 
which  wis  quiddy  furrtudertd,  and  th$  Dahe^  there- 
in pcrfeftly  fubdxTcd.  The  fairc  of  thefe  feveral  ac- 
tionS'  being  noifcd  abroad,  her  nci^bbour^  becattife 
fomcwhat  feirfiil  and  rimcroTis ;  and  the  Yorkfhire- 
mcn  vcAuntarUy  did  her  hbroage,  and  proffered  their 
iervice.  She  died  at  Tamworch,  after  eight  years 
rule  over  Mercian  ^nd  Ke$  buried  at  Gldccftar  by  St. 
J*eiers. 

After  tht  death  of  Elfltda,  king  Edwatrd  ttoftunT 
gratefuHy.  .(Hfinhen^ed  her'  daughter  Alfwycn-,  and 
tntertrtgiiho^lMefci^  feiietf  all  riic  land  into  his  owft 
fcanclsf;   Upon  prctrt  (he,  without  his  know- 

ledge,  f>p^6m  her  ihcither  had  appointedher  guardian) 
had  prjvily  proniifed  atid  itftntradted'  marmgc  'with 
RaynaFdJcinff  of  the  iVaneii.  But  |fhis  unjuft  and 
•unnatural  awbit  df  thig\BdT^'ard'5,  th^  pofllbly 
bring  upon  him  tftofe  vehement  troubles, 'which  pre- 
sently eflfued  upon  it.  'f  Or '  Leofred  d  pane,  and 
Gruflydh  ^p  Madoc  brother-in-hv^  to  the*  prince  of 
Weft  Wales,  came  from  Ireland,  with  a  great  army 
to  Snowdon,  and  n^fndh^^  to  bring  all  W2es  and  the 
marches  thereof  to  their  fubjeAion,  over-ran  and 
fubdued  all  the  cotantfy  td  Chefter,  before  king  Ed- 
ward was  cmified  of  their  arrival  Whereat  being 
fore  offended,  and  loth  tb  trouble  his  iubjcfts  for 
help,  vowed  that  himfelf  ^nd  his  fons,  with  their 
lingle  forces,  wopld  be  revenged  Upon  Leofredand  Gruf- 
fydh ;  and  thefeupon  marching  to  Chefter^  forced  the 
city  from  them,  ^hen  he  divided  his  army  into 
two  battles,  whereof  he  and  his  fon  Athdftane  led  the 
firft,  Edmund  and  Edrcd  the  fecond-*and  followed 
them  fo  clofe^  that  he  overtook  them  at  the  foreft 
of  Walewode'  (now  Sherwode)  where  Leofred  and 
pruffydh  fet  upon  them  lb  fiercely,  that  the  king  at 
firft  was  in  fbmc  danger ;  until  Athelftane  ftepped  in 
and  wounded  the  JL)ane  in  the  arm  in  that  man- 
ner, that  being  no  longer  able  to  hold  his  fpear,  he 
was  taken  prifoner,  and  committed  to  the  cuftody 
of  Athelftane.  In  the  mean  time  Edmund  and  Edrcd 
" »     .    ^        ^  encountering 
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enoountenpg  with  Gruffydh,  flew  Iun%  and  brought 
bis  head  to  their  fatlier-,  and  Leofred*s  head  being,  li^e-r 
wife  cut  off,  they  were  both  fet  up  upon  the  town;  of 
Cbefteri  and  then  Edward,  together  with  his  fons^ 
viftorioufly  returned  home.  But  King  Edward,  h^^ 
A-O.924.ying  builcGIademuthao),  Coon  after  this  died  at  Fa-t 
randon,  and  his  fon  Alfred  the  fame  tinie  4t  Oxford, 
and  were  both  buried  at  Winchefter, 

Edward  being  dead,  his  bafe  fon'  Athelftane,  for 
many  excellent  virtues  appearing  in   him,  wa^  pre- 
ferred to  the  crown ;  the  worthieft  prince  of  the  S^on 
blood  that  ever  reigned.    He  overcaofic  Cucjfryd,  the 
father  of  Raynald,  King  of  the  Danes,  aj;  York ;  and 
being  invaded  by  HawlaT,  King  of  IreUivi,  Vho,  with 
all  the  power  of  the^  Scots  iahd  Danes  parched  again!}: 
him,  gave  him  battle  at  Brimeftbury,.  ajjd  obtained 
a  very  notorious  viftory  i  King  H^wlaf,  together  with 
the  King  of  the  Scots,  five  iTings  of  the  Wanes  and 
Normans   being  flain  upon  the'fpbt;    fo  that  the 
whole  country  of  England  ^hd.  Scotland  .became  fuJb* 
jeft  to  himt  which  none,  of  his  i)redcceffoi:s  ever  at- 
tempted,^ 
933,     Somctfune  after,  Owen,  the  fon  of  Gruffydh,  wa$ 
flain  by  the  .men  of  Cardigan :   And  then  Athelftane 
entering  with  his  army  into  Wales,  for^red  the  princea 
thereof  to  pay  a  yearly  tribute  of  20  U  in  gold,  300  L 
in  filver,  and  2qq  he^  of  gattl?  ^  which  notwithftand* 
ing  was  i\ot'Obf<jrved,  as  appears  by  the  laws  of  Howe! 
Dha,   wherein  it  is   appointed.  That  the  Prince  of 
Abcrffraw  ihould  j)ay  no  more  to  the  King  of  London, 
than  66 1-  tribute ;  and  th§it  the  Princes  of  Dinefawr  and 
Powis  (hould  pay  the  like  fym  to  the  Prince  of  Aberf- 
fraw.    But  King  Athelftane  was  not  lefs  terrible  abroad, 
than  he  was  awed  and  feared  a(  home  -,  the  Kings  of 
France  and  Norway  fending  him  very  great  and  coftly 
prefents,  to  obtain  his  favour,  and  to  gain  his  good  will 
936.     This  year  Euneth,  th?  fqn  of  Clydawc,  and  Mcyric, 
the  fon  of  Cadelh  died.     The  fame  time  King  Athel- 
ftane removed  the  Britains  who  lived  at  Exeter  and 
the  neighbouring  country  to  Cornwall  j  bounding  them 
wiwh  the  river  Cambria  (now  Tamarj)    as  the  Bri- 
tain^ 
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tains  of  Wales;  ^th  the  Wcy.  Not  long  after,  t1ieA.D.  93^ 
noble  Prtnte'  Athelftaw  died,  to  the  great  and  inex- 
preflible  forro^  of  all  his  fnbjefts,  and  was  buried  at 
MalmtftnM-jT;  afid  facceedcd  by  hi^  brother  Edmund^ 
not' inferior  to  4iim  in  courage-,  but  preferable  by 
right  of  ftimiHty^  bemg  born  ift  wedlock.  In  the  firft 
yb»  of  Ih9*  reign,'  lie  gave  a  very  confiderable  blow  to 
theDanes*,  tot^k  from  tlicm  the  cities  of  Leicefter^, 
Derby;  SCaflfbrd,  LJhcoln,  and  Nottingham.  Then 
Aulafe,  King  of  the  Danes,  findrng  it  inTprafticable 
to  witliA^nd  tlie  force  of  King  Edtmind,  dcfired  peace> 
•and  withal 'to  be  initiated  into  the  Chriftian  Faiths 
which  bein^  gTaimed  hin^  and  kll  his  Danes  received 
b^ptifm.  King  Ednfiuhd  ftanfing  godfather  at  the  font : 
after  >B^htch  b6th  ;plarrifes  concluding  a  firm  and  a  laft- 
4ng  J>eace>  Edniund  honourably  returned  tp  Weft*- 
Saxofiy. 

The  iartie  year  died  Abldic,  chief  King  of  Irclaftd  : 
And  tkkc  year  foUbwing,  Caddh,  the  fon  ef  Anhud,  a 
Yiobleman  of  Wales,  was,  for  what  reafon  not  diico* 
Ve^ed,  im^rifoned  ^y  the  Bhglifh.  To  revcBge  which 
indigmty,  Edwal  Foel  aTfid  his  brother  Elis,  ^thered 
their  forces  Aether,  and  fought  againft  the  Englifh 
«nd  Danes^  but  were  both  unhappily  flaiiK 

This  Edwal  Foci  had  fix  fon^  Meyric,  levaf,  lajgo^ 
Cenan>  Edwal,  Fychaln^  and  Roderic  :  and  his  brothet 
Elis  had  iflbe  Gonafn,  and  a  dauglitcr,  named  Trawfl^ 
t'he  mother  oFConaft  ap  Srtfylht,  Groffydh  ap.Sitfylht^ 
and  Blethyft  kp  C6hfyn^  which  two  fell  were  afterw^di 
Princes  of  Walesw 


JEI  O  W  EL     D  H  A. 


JlIoWEL  1>H A^  haiVbdcn  for  i  confiderable  time        ^ 
Prince  of  Sodilui Wiles  and^Powil  %  in  which  govern* 
ment  he  had  fo  juili^  avididircreetly  behaved  himfelf, 
that.upon  the.  death  of  Edwal  Foel,  he  was  worthily 
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prcfei^rcd  to  the  principality  of  "^aks  :  Notwiijift^ti^ 
ing  that  l^ly^*^!  had  Ictt  behind  him  ktttsl  fms,  whor 
-ac  tirft  fcenuti  to  murmur-at  and  rri^nf,.  Jie ;cle6^ion  of 
i  lowH  Dha.  The  firft  thing  h^  jtook ,,  care  of^.  ,was 
'to  enact  good  and  whoUbm  laws  forjti^'bepefit.pf  his 
covntry-i*  which  held  in  force  in  Wal^^till.  tbe  timp 
of  Edward:the  firft,  when  the  Welch  x-p^qivcd  ti^4aw» 
of  England,  yet  not  fo.  g^nerally^  but  that  jjn'Top^ 
places  they  continued  long  after,  and  are  ftill  tote 
fcen  in  the  Welch  and  Latin  tongue :  for  Howel  Dha 
perceiving  the  laws  and  cuftonis  of  his  country  to 
have  grown  to  great  ^bufe,  fent  for  the  Archbilhop  of 
,Menevia,  with  the  rpil  of  tlic.bi(hop&  and  chief  ckrgy^ 
.to  the  number  of  one.  hundred  and  forty,  and  ail  the 
barons  arid  ncbjes  cf  Wales,  and  orc^ered  that  fix  of 
the  wifcll:  and  beft  eftcemed  perfons  in  every  commote 
iliould  be  cited  before  him,  at  his  palace  called  y  Ty 
Gw.yn  ar  Taf,  or  tbeWhite  Hoofe  upon  thj«  river  Taf. 
Thither,  coming  himfclf,  he  remained  yvith  his  Aobles, 
prelate^,  .and  lubjefts  foi;  ^1  the  Lcnt^  in  prayers  and 
fafting^  imploring  thcafliltan.ee  and  diredbion  of  God's 
holy  Spirit,  that  he  might  reform  the. laws  »nd  cuftonis 
of  thie  Country  of  Wales,  to  the  honour,  of  God,  and 
the  peaceable  government  of  his  fubjeiks.  Toward* 
the  end  of  I^em,  he  chofe  out  of  that*aflembly  twelve 
.of  tAe  wifeft  and  graveft,  and  pcrfpns  of  the  grcatcft 
experience,  .to  whom  he.  added  Blego^cd,  a  itian  of 
Tingular  learning,  and  one  cxquilitcly  vcrfed  in  the 
.kws..  .Xb  fhefe  he  gave  commirflion  to  examine  the 
antiLht  laws  and  cuftoms  of  Wales,  and  to  colie£t  out 
of  them  what  was  requifite  towards  the  government 
of  the  country ;  according  to  which  charge  they  re- 
tairieJIEblc'^at  wehj  wholibm  ancf  profitable,  ex- 
pounded thofe  that  were  doubtful  and  ambiguous^ 
and  abroglfted  Aem  thatVeft  fuper£ioi&  and  hurt- 
ful :  And  fo  thefc  laws  were  diftinguifhed  into  three 
forts  i  the  firft  concerned  the  order  and  regulatioflT  df 
the  king's  houihoid  and  coiipt ;  the  fedbhdy  the  ^airs 
of  the  country  and  cotckmoiSweakh^.aikl  the  laft  had 
regard  to  fpeeial  cuftoms^. balancing  to  particular  per- 
fons a&d .  places*    AA  Which  being  publicly  proGl»m^ 

cd 
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td  and  generally  allbwtd  bf;  Prince  Hotvd  ordcreci 
three  copies  to  be  written  ;  one  for  his  own  ufe,  ano- 
ther to  be  laid  up  at  his  J>aiace  of  AbcrflTrawj  and  the 
third  at  DihcfaW!*;  fo  that  the  tht«  ptoyinces  of 
Wales  might  iiaVfc  eafy  recourfe  to  cither  of  themj  when 
heed  reqxiircd;  And  for  the  better  obfervatron  of  thcfe 
laws,  he  catrfcd  the  Archbiftiop  of  St/  DaVid'^  to  de- 
houilce  feilcen'ee  of  e:iccominunicati6n  agaiait  ail  fuch 
of  his  fub)e6ts  as  woiild  not  obey  the  fame. 

Within  a  while  dfter^  HoWel,  to  admit  nothing  that 
might  procure  any  countenance  oraUthbrity  to  thefe  his 
laws;  accompanied  with  Lambert,  Archbifllop  bf  St. . 
David's,  Mordaf,  Bifhop  of  Bangor,  and  Chebur  of  Sr. 
Afa|)h,  and  thirteen  of  the  moft  prudtnt  land  learned 
perfons  in  Wales^  took  ajourriey  to  Romt^  where  the 
faid  laws  being  recited  before  the  Pope;  were  by  his 
holinefs  ratified  and  confirmed :  after  which,  Howel, 
with  all  his  rctinpcj  returned  home  to  his  country. 
^  The  particulars  of  thefe  laws  are  too  numerous  to 
be  here  inferred  ;  only  it  is  obfervable^  that  all  matters 
of .  inheritance  of  land  were  determidcd  and  adjudged 
by  the  princfc  irt  jterfon ;  or  if  fick,  by  his  fpfecial  de- 
puty. And  that  upon  iicw  of  the  fame  land,  citing 
together  the  freeholders  of  that  place,  two  eiders  of  his 
couilcil,  the  chief  juftice  always  attending  in  the  court; 
the  ordinary  jtidge  of  thfe  cmintry  where  the  land  lay^ 
and  the  prieft.  The  method  bf  tteir  proceeding  wAi 
in  this  manner : 

The  prince  fete  itt  his  juditial-feat  ibo^ie  the  rtft 
bf  the  eour^  with  an  elder  on  each  hand,  next  to 
itrhom  the  frcch<ilders  ©rt  both  fides;  who  Upon  that 
account  were  jprbbably  called  Ucii^LwrR;  BeloW  the 
)>rince,  at  a  certain  diftance,  fate  thfe  chid* juftice,  having 
the  prieft  on  his  right  hand,  ahd  the  prdlnarv  jir<dge  of 
the  country  concerned  upon  the  Urfti-  The  court  being 
thus  fate,;  th^  phantifF  with  his-adtticsite,'  cHainpionl 
and  Rhingylh  or  iergearic;  ftdoid  ofl^titeileft  dde  of  riie 
kourt^  as  did  the  defendant  in  like  mannei'  ^h  the 
tight. ..  A&d'U^;  the  ^nefie^  on  both  £dei?  appear- 
c^^  and  ftood  at  the  lower  end  of  the  haH,  direftly 
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cppofice  to  Che  chief  juftioe,  to  teftify  the  beft  of 
their  knovi^lcdge  in  the  flutter  in  debaie.  After  the 
taking  the  depofitions  of  the  wttnefles,  and  a  full 
pleading  <^  me  caufe  in  open  oomu  upon  notice 
given  \^  the  icrgeant,  the  chief  juftice»  the  pricfi,  and 
the  ordinary  ju^ge,  withdrew  themielres  for  a  while, 
CO  confult  of  the  matter  \  and  then  ficundum  allegata 
isl  frehaia^  brought  in  their  yerdi&.  Whereupon  the 
prince,  after  confultation  had  with  the  elders  that  fate 
next  him,  gave  definitive  fentence-,  excepting  the 
caufe  waa  fo  obfcure  and  intricate,  that  the  juftice  of  it 
could  not  appear  \  and  then  the  two  champions  put  an 
end  to  the  controverfy  by  combat. 

Whilft  Howel  Dha  is  thus  regulating  the  cuftoms, 
and  melio/ating  the  laws  and  conftitutbas  of  Wales ; 
Auhfe  and  Reginald,  Kings  of  the  Danes,  forcibly 
entered  the  country  of  King  Edmund,  who  being 
vexed  with  their  inceffant  houility,  gathered  his  forces; 
together,  and  (as  fome  fay)  by  the  help  of  Lhewelyn 
ap  Sitfylht,  who  was  afterwards  Prince  of  Wales,  fol- 
lowed them  to  Northumberland ;  and  having  overcome 
them  in  a  ptched  battle,  utterly  chafed  them  out  of 
his  kingdom^  and  remained  a  whole  year  in  thofe 
parts  to  regulate  and  bring  that  country  to  fome  quiet 
order.  But  finding  it  impradicable  to  reduce  the  in^ 
habitants  of  Cumberland  to  any.peaceaUe  confticution^ 
having  fpoiled  and  wafted  the  country,  he  g^ve  it  up 
to  J^alcolm  king  of  Scotland,  upon  condidon  that 
he  flfiould  fend  him  fuccours  in  his  wars  whenever 
Jl  xt  942.demanded  of  him*  In  the  mean  time  the  Welch 
had  but  Kttk  occafion  k>  rejoice  \  Hubert  bUhop  of 
St^  D«vi^s»  Marclois  bifb^  oi  V^mmr^  and  Ufia 
^4f  the  fon  of  Lhafyr  being. dead :  And  mortly  afeer  the 
Englifh  enterij^  into  Wales  with  a  very  ftroi^  army, 
put  the  country  into  a.  great  conflernackm }  but  be^ 
ing  (acisfied'  with  tkar  d^ru^^ion  and  fpoi)  of  Strac 
Clwvd,  they  jwluned  home  withoui  doing  aay  more 
mifcnief.  Thr  iaroe  tkne  Conan  the  im  «  £lis 
waa  like  to  be  treacheroul^  put  to  death  by  poi- 
fon}  and  Evcras  biflMp  ot  S&  Damt's  died.    The 

next 
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next  year  Edmund  King  ot  England  was  unluckily 
flain  upon  St.  Auguftine's  day ;  but  the  munner  of  his 
death  is  ▼arioufly  delivered ;  Ibme  fay,  that  dilcover* 
ing  a  noted  thief,  who  was  out-lawed  fitting  among 
his  gueib,  being  tranfported  with  indignation  againft 
fo  confident  a  villain,  ran  upon  him  very  furioufly, 
who  cxpeding  nothing  kfs  than  death,  thought  to 
die  not  unrevenged,  and  therefore  with  a  fhort  dag- 
ger gave  the  king  a  mortal  wound  in  the  breaft. 
Others  report,  that  as  the  King  would  have  refcued  a 
fervant  of  his  from  an  officer  who  had  arrcfted  him, 
he  was  unwittingly  and  unhappily  flain  by  the  fame. 
But  however  his  death  happened,  he  lies  buried  at 
Glaftenbury;  in  whofe  place  his  brother  Edred  was 
crowned  King  of  England,  who  no  Iboner  had  en* 
tered  upon  his  government  but  he  made  an  expedition 
againft  Scotlana  and  Northumberland,  which  being 
fubdued,  he  received  fealty  and  homage  by  oath  of 
the  Scots  and  Northumbrians,  which  they  did  not 
long  obferve.  Shortly  after  Howel  Dha,  after  a  long  a.  0.941. 
and  peaceable  reign  over  Wales,  <^,  much  lamented 
and  bewailed  of  all  his  fubjeds,  being  a  prince  of  a 
religious  and  a  virtuous  inclination,  and  one  that  ever 
r^arded  the  welfare  and  profperity  of  his  people. 
He  )eft  l/Tue  behind  him,  Owen,  Run,  Roderic,  and 
Edwyn^  oetwixt  whom  and  the  (bns  of  Edwal  Foel, 
latQ  Prince  of  North  Wales,  great  wars  and  com- 
motions arofe  afterwards  about  the  chief  rule  and  go* 
vemment  of  Wales. 

But  the  fons  of  Howel  Dha,  asTome  writers  record, 
were  thefe,  viz.  Owen  who  did  not  long  funrive  his 
father,  Eineon,  Meredyth^  Dyfnwal^  and  Rodri^  the 
two  laft  whereof,  as  is  conceived,  w«rc  flain  in  the 
battle  feucht  near  Lhanrwft^  in  the  ypar  952^.  by  the 
fons  of.  Edwal  Foel ;  Ruft  lord  of  Cardigan^  ^ho  was 
flain  before  the  death  of  his  father ;  Conaii  y  Cwh» 
who  pofiefled  Anglcfcy  j  Edyrin^  who  was  alfo  flain,  as 
is  fuppoied  A  the  forctnemioned  battle:  There  was 
alfo  another  battle  fbilght  betwixt  Howel  and  Conan  ap 
Edwa)  Foel  for  the  Iflc  of  An^lefey,  wherein  Coaan  k^i 
md  QruSydh  hU  Ion  renewing  the  war,  was  likewUc 
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pycrcomci  and  fo  Cyngar,  a  ppwrful  perfon,  bcicg 
driven  out  of  t;he  ifland,  Howel  enjoyed  quiet  poflcl- 
fion  thereof,  an^  of  the  reft  of  pwynedl;L  *}t  isfup- 
pofcd  that  tbiis  Howel  Dha  was  chofcn .  gpycmor  of 
Wales,  during  th^  minority  of  his  uncle  Anarawd's 
fpns,  who,  at  the  death  q^  their  father,  were  too^ 
young  to  mapage  the  principality  ;  which  he  kept  i\\\ 
his  return  fronfi  Rome,  a?  which  time  Ed^fal  Foci 
bjsing  conae  of  age,  h^  religned  to  him  the  kingdom 
of  Gwynedh  or  No^th  Wales,  together  with  the  fo- 
yereignty  of  all  Wales  :  Before  which  time  Howel  is 
ftyled  Brenhin  Cymry  oil,  that  is.  King  of  all'  Wales, 
as  is  feen  in  the  preface  to  that  body  of  la^ys  compiled 
by  him.  ^ 


IE  V  AF  and  I  A  GO  the  Sons  of 
EDVJJAL   FOEL. 

.  F  T  E  R  the  death  of  Howel  Dha,  his  fons  di- 
yided  betwixt  them  the  principalities  of  South  Wak& 
and  Powis;  laying  no  ckim  tp  North  Wales,  though 
their  father  had  been  a  general  Prince  of  all  Wales. 
But  levaf  and  lago  the*  fons  of  Edwal  Foci,  having 
put  by  their  elder  brother  Mcyric,  as  a  perfon  unca-; 
pable  of  government,  and  ^"being  'diflatisfted  with  the 
rule  of  North  Wales  only,  iijns^inecl  that  the  prin- 
9ipal.ity  of- all  W^les  was  their  right,  as  defccnding 
from  the  elder  houfc ;  which  the  fons  of  Howel  Dha 
dcnie^j'theito.  Indeed,  thejr  had  been  wrongfully  t^P^ 
put  of  thcr  government  of  North  "Wal^s  during  the 
reign  of  Howel;  m  whpfc  time  the  recovery  of  their 
own  was  impra^cabk*  by  reafon  that  for  his  mode- 
ration  and  other  good  q\jafiti«s/ he  kad  attraficd  to 
^imfrlf  the  univeffar  lov<y  'of-  all  t^ie'  Welch.  But 
yow,  he  fieing  gone,  they  are  refblved  to  revenge  the 
jDJury  received  by  hinx  upwi-his  -fons :  'and  v'pon  a 
y-'\^  '    '        :  J *       fmall 
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fisrmll  pfeten(fe^:£ndi;aYOtt£  to  jrechice  the  whole  couri'- 
ccy  of  Walcis !  to  their  owq  fubJ£ction»    Icvaf   and 
Iligo  were  incieed.derctfuled  from  the  elder  branch  ( 
t^(  fince  Rodertc  the  Great  conferred  the  principality 
of  South  Wsiks.upon  bis  youn^ctfon  Caddh;  .thefa^ 
thereof  HowrlDkft^  k  was  but  jufl  his  fons;  ihooid en- 
Joy  what  w^s  Ic^^y.  4^Qchded'to  theon fay: their  fa^ 
tb^  I  Bvt  .aipbition  &)dom  gives  place  to  et^aity ;  ^nd 
th^^OFC^.f^ht  or..\|rrQng,.Ieya£  wad  lagaiimift  hasre 
a.fiouch^r  South  Walcsy  .which  they  enter  .with  a, 
gpi^t  army  ;.:attd'  being  Opppfed, ,tbey  obtained  a  very 
<^portdne  vkStory  ovei"  Qvvcn  and. his.  brethren  the 
ion^  o£'  tlftjTO^^  rftD  the  hiUa  of.  Garsio.    The  nexjr  year  ^  ^-  ^s^- 
the  two  bipther^  entered  twice,  into.  South  Waks;^  de» 
ftroyed  andi  wj^ed:  Dyfet^.ahdjQewrJDwawalhoir  lord 
of;,!  tbft  coyntryi  J  Shortly  after  which^   Rodtric  the      951- 
tbirdfon  offHoM^et  Dh^.dictJ, .  But  his  brcdircir.pcr-      ^^j. 
ceiying  the  fo^y  of  Handing  only  upon  the  dd^nOve, 
^iidered  all  their  forces  tojgether,  .and  entering  N^rth 
Walps,  marcbc^l.'as  fer-is  Lhtnrwft  upon,  ihrrifver 
C^iHvy^  whei^  le^af  and  lago  met  them,  c  A-  very 
cruel  battle  enfued  upon  thi^,'  and  a  very  greatniim* 
ber  were  flaift  on  both  fides^.  amone  whom  We];e;  Ana^ 
rawd  the  ion  of  Gwyria<^  the  tori  of  Roderic/the 
Great;.  and-Edwyn  the  fon  of  Howel  Dha;    But  the 
vidory  plainly  favoured  the  brothers  levaf  and  lago^ 
fo  that  the  Priflces  of  Souxh  Wales  were  obliged  to 
retire  to  Cardieanlhire,   whether  they  were  wafmly 
purfued ;  and  that  country  enielly  barraded  with  fire 
and  fword,     The  n^^  year  ^fcrfyn  was  unhappily      953. 
drowned v.4Bd  (honly  after  CongeJav:h  King.of  Ire-» 
jLand  was  flain, 

The  ^co{3  aiid  Northumbrians  having  lately  fworn 
2^11^iance  tq  King  Edred,  he  was  fcarce  r^enmedto 
his  owq  coQn^ry}^  but  Aulafe,.  with  a  great. army, 
l^ded  in  NoFcbumberland)  and  was  with  much  rcj 
joicing  received  by  the  inhabitants.  But  before  he 
could  fecure  himfelf  in  the  .government,  he  was  4^fiQ)o>r 
fully  baniflied  the  counpy.i  apd  fo  the  Northumbrian 
eledcd  one  Hlrcius,  the  fon  o£  Harold  for  their  ^ing. 
^ut  to  ihev  the  inconl^ancy  of  ^,  unfettled  m»ltitvidc\ 
y  E4  they 


they ..focm  :gre^  wcary^-io^J  Hircius^^  ^aa^itfter  thrte^ 
years  %sQi  expelled^  him;  wdiyoluitmriljii'iubmitte^ 
i^emfelvcsitb/£dn:d,';3ntlidra£ctr  hohadl^ned  ei^t 
yfaf$4,,>i»cii!  and  was  bsvied  at>  Wittdidti^/^  -To^hmv- 
focccecfed'Edwin  ti^fpu-'c^  Edtittflid^  -a  rrtan  <b  im-- 
nKxieraiely.  given  to  vinery,;  tbaX^  teiftxbftiy  married 
anothisnxnsaf  ST  wife  9  foD.  iwHiichi  ^nd  .^e»  irc^sgukti- 
tics^  his  iubieftv  iff er^  four  yedib^re^ 
brcichei:£Qg^9^>^^^  croimed'iA*  M  ^i^t^ 

A.z>..9i8.  grief.of  ivhiclv  he  fiidn  .vended  Jiis^clays^  ^The  (b^« 
0ier,  tiut  fame  year,..plfoTed:fo i«nMftler^lf'  hot^^ 
that  itxranxfcd  alveqr  difinai.plague  isi  ^te  fo]|d^o(ii|fg; 
fpring^^  Wiich-  fwejpi laWay  a:  .grtat;':ftumbcr^rf  people  5* 
before  whteh^  <iwgaft'the  fc»i::of 'Gwfvy]^1^'v|(^n  q^ 
Rodericdied.  .  Ac'tfiSsJ^mc^  lt^^zlid:^lBk^ort\!b\f- 
managedithb  goverrnnetuDof  ^H^  iJ^es^i  ino*  stased^adt' 
cQtdi^j  to  their  own  • 'good  •  pleafure^^  hd^ni^aring  ^to- 
confmfltbor  afiflrf  th^  jirSuft.jfoi'.^  afl'^eif-  pcwer^' 
ijieibfr^  of  Abloic  King '^* ^Ireland j  V^Afiiiftd  to  land 
in  Anglfifey:^  m&  havi^lbtirnt  HolytielK^'^^wUfted  the 
eoomt^  of.  Lfayn;*  AKcr  de  fofls  i»f ^d^^i^ii'tht  fen  ^£^ 
Coihoyni  ^cftmycd:-«dci?*Vaged  ^  -tto  '^uAtrjr  to- 
9^»<^  ToxtynyVAiett  ihey  .wwi^iitfmept^d  al«d  fl^h.  About 
the (amc time dicdMeyiiti^ (kefoivof  G^dft^;  Ry^h^rdf 
bilhop  of  Sty  DavidU,  aritd  C^WAlhon  ffp^bwen.  N6t 
long  after,  the  coun  trj<if^  North- Wdd^^^.  ^tuelly 
965.  wawd  fc^  the  army  ol  Edgar  Kirag  <if  ;*lingfend ;  the 
occafim  of  whichanvafion  ws(&'t&-fl^h^aynr)ent  (^ 
the  tribute  thaf  the  king  of  Aberffraw^  vy  the  law& 
of  tfow^l  Dha,  was  obliged  to^  pay  to  theKihg  of 
London.  But  4it  lengtK^a*  p^^ace  Wa;s  concluded  upon 
thefe  conditions^  that  the  Prince  of  North  -Wisika,  in- 
ftead  of  fowiiey,  fliould'^pi^y  to  the 'King  of  EilgUnd 
the  tribuGGiof  306  wolves' yearly  1  whic4i  creature  was, 
then  vefy  pernicious  and  deftruAive  to  England  and 
Wales.  This  tribirte'  bein^  didy  performed  fpr  twa 
vears,  the  third  year  there  were  none  to  be  found 
HI  any-  part  of  the  Iflsltidi  fo  that  afterwards  the 
Prince  of  North  Wales  became  e^cempt  from  pay- 
ing any  acknowledgnfien^  to  the  King  of  England. 
M4   The  terrftr-^pprchciKjed-from  the  EogUlbj^  bein^  by 

thcfo 
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t^cfc  means  Vamfticd  V,  thert  ^thiieatehed'  another  cloud 
jfrom  Ireland -,  for  the  Irilh  *  facing  animated  by  their 
late  cxped^on^  landed  a^in  in  Anglefey  ;  and  havins 
flain  Roderic  .the  fon  of  Edwal  Fod,  they  deftroyed 
Abcrffiaw.  •  And  this  cbngef  being  over,  levaf  and^^•^^ 
lago  who  had  jointly  and  agreeably,  till  now^  mana-- 
ged  the  government  of  Wiles  from  the  death  of  Howel 
Dha,  began  to  i^uarrel  ^nd  dif^ree  among  themfelves ; 
and  lago  having  forcibly  laid  nands  upon  his  brother 
Icvaf,  confinea  him  to  perpetual  Imprifonment.  ^sg, 
Thcfe  heats  and  tinimofities  between  the  two  brothers, 
gave  occs^fion.  and  opportunity  to  Owen  prince  of 
Soij3i'^Wifes*'i:o  carve  for  mmfelf,  who  prcfently 
feizcd  to'Tlj^'Wnds  the 'country  of  Gwyr.  And  to  ^^ 
augment  tW  ihiferies  of  the  Welch  at  this  time, 
Maftus  tlie^lbn  of  Harold,  with  an  army  of  Danes, 
entered  the-',  ifle  of  Anglefey,  and  fpotled  f  enmon. 
King  Edgar  was  15  indulgent  to  thcfe  Danes,  that  he 
permitted  then)  to  inhabit  through  all  England  j  info-, 
much  tbtat^'at  length  they  became  to  be  as  piimcrous 
and  asftrong  as  the  EpgnQi  themfdves-,  arid 'fell  inta 
fuch  lewd  tburfes  of  debauchery,  and  fiich  horrid 
drinking,  tHat  very  grear  mifchief  enfu^d  thereupon. 
The  king  to  reform  this'  imtttpderate  fottifhnefs^  en- 
afted  a  law,'  that  every  one  Ihould  drink  by  meafurre, 
and  fo  ftamped  a  rtark  tipbn^evefy  teffel,  'how  far  it 
ihould  be  filled.  But  Hirold  haying .  taken  Penmon,  ^^^ 
made  fubje^  to  himfclf  .the  whole  ifle  of  Anglefey^ 
which  however  he  did  not'  keep  long,  being  forced  to 
quit  the  fame,  and  to  returri  horhe  5  as  did  the  fleet  of 
king  Alfred;  which  he  had'fcnt  to  fubdue  CaerllTeon 
uponUfe,  And  now'behiy.M  of  the  Eiigjifli  and  ^71, 
Danes,  the  Wdch  bcgii;  to  raife  c'ommotions  among 
thcmfelvfs.  Icvafcontmued  ftiU  in  pfifoV  tb  refcue  ^*' 
whom,  his  Ibn  Howcl  raifed  Ms  power,  anf  .marched 
againft  his  uncle  Iteo,  who  being  vanquilhed  in  fight, 
was  forced  to  quit  the  country,  to  fave  himfclf,  Howet 
having  won  the  day,  tppk  his  eldeft  uncle,  Meyric  the 
fon  of  Edwal  prifoner,  and  gulled  out  both  his  eyes, 
clap;  him  In  prifon,  where  in  a  woeful  condition  he 
fh^rtl^  ^icd^'  leaving  behind  him  twQ  fons,  Edwal  and 

lonafal  \ 


Ionafi^l^^jib^,£rft:  of  wbiob  Uve4  ^9^^fffffF^f^(R^^^^ 
of  Walc^/i^.to  rcven^oujp^^ 
tfi'at '  unnatural  barbarity  flspyc^  ,  to  his^f^  But 

t}ioxi^}^o}K^jic}iy^^  ,^rorr}  Jl?s,4gp'g  and 

/tediourimpmonrncniC  ^yct  l^jclid  not  think  "fit^fc 
Htm  to  hi^^pfiiKipality;  fp^^'to 
he  was  fncajpfak,,,^^^       Jtoaibugon  ,lupil.tWfok  gp- 
yernmen't'  of^ yfales^  whififi'lH^^  ^pt  3^4-^  piaintaiiied 
£pr  his   IjfetfftjAt.but  !^?wwaj]cfc  tb  his 

brethren-.  .  F^op  Icv^  Jia3  "iflbV'i^  Howd ; 

Meyric, ' levity  and.CaHw^l^a^^ 
repujce  and  effeem*       .  ,•  '  /,  .., .'  j     '  .,,  -^  ...     .  , 

About  this  time  diedjMorgan  Hcntjin  J^lf^WS^^ 
^ayscalfed  Morgan  Ma wr][^  bluing  aq^.^^Mr^  years 
old,  having  tived  fifty  years/.ator  th^  d^th^tOf  bis 
wife'Eleni  daughter  of  Kodcria  the  gij^^^by  .lyhp^ 
he had'one  fan  palled  Owen. '  'Morgan  wps  a.yajliwt  and 
9  viftoriQus  prince, ;  and  well  b^levpd  of  ^his  lufcjej^is  i 
but  Ibnie'tunc.  before  his  death,  Oweii,  the  fofj  of  priacc 
Howei  i)h^,laid  claim  tp.Vftraciwjr  ^d  J^w^^  (called 
the  ^wo  Skpves  pf  Gwent  DwchcoedT  bcing.tbc  right 
pf  Morgaii,  and  leized  ypontWm  .to.  h^'s  lOwn  iSe, 
But  the  np^Uer,  through .  the.  nicdiation  pf  the  clergy 
and  nobility,  being  by  botjj  parses-  irefetr^d  tb  the  <fc- 
cilion  of  jB^ar  kihff  of  Enjgland,  it  was.  by  him  ad« 
judged,  that  the  f;^id  Ljainds  did  9f  i%ht  belong  to 
Morgan^  and  to  the  dio<;efs  of  Lhandaff!j.  and  that 
Owen  ap  Hpwcl  Dha  had  won^lly  ppflrficd^  hiaifelf 
of  them.  The  chaner  of  the.  laid  award  was  made 
before  I  he  archbinibps^bifliop?,  earls^  and  barons  of 
England  an4  Wales  ;  as^may  ;be.feen  at  Lhai^daS^  in 
an  old  manijfci'ipt  called  y.  v^^ta  Cyfarwydcl  o  Forgan- 
nwg.  And  there  is,  fpm^wb^t  jto  t^e  fame  pjatpoto  in 
the  old  book  of  LhandaFi  only  the  miitake  in  both  is, 
that  they  make  Hpwcl  Dlla  the  { ntrudcr' .jpt^  the  faid 
lands,  who  had' been  dead"at,lcaft  twenty 'years  before 
king  Edgar  began  his  rpign.', . ' 
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O  W  E  L,  after  that  he  had  expelled  his  uncle 
lago,  and  forced  hind  to  quit  his  own  dominions,  took 
ypon  himfelf  the  gavemment  of  Wales,  in  rigiit  oi^ 
his  father,  who  though  alive,  yet  hy  reafon  of  hia 
years,  was  Willing  to  decline  it.  About  the  fame  time 
Dwnwalhon  Prince  of  Stradclwyd,  took  his  joyrney^ 
for  Rome  •,  and  Edwjdhon  fon  of  Owen  Prince  of 
South  Walca  ^d.  But  the  EnglUh  received  a  greater 
^low  by  the  death  of  Kin^  Edgar,  who  was  a  prince 
of  excellent  qua^tits,  bpth  warlike  and  religbus,  and 
pne  that  fbimded'  (ev^ral  mooaCberies  ;^d  religious 
^oufes,  and;  particularly  at  Bangor. 
•  .  For  lagfrap  Edwal  having.flcd  to  King  Edgar,  pre- 
vailed fa  fap  with  him,  that  he  brought  an  army  inr 
to  North  Wales  to  rcftore'  him  to  his  right.  Being 
advanced  as  far  as  Bangop,  he  was  honourably  received 
by  Howcl,  who,  at  his  rcqueft,  was  contented  his  un- 
cle lago  Ihould  have  a  iharc  in  the  goverrnnenCt,  as  he 
had  in  his  father  levaf  s  time.  Th^n  Edgar  founded 
a  new  church  at  Bangor,  on  the  fouth-fide  of  the  Car 
thedral,  which  he  dedicated  to  the  bleffcd  Virgin  N(a- 
ry ;  and  coni^rmed  the  ancient  liberties  of  that  fee,  ^d 
beftowcd  lands  and  gifts  upon  it :  And  then  with 
Howel  and  lago  in  his  company,  he  marched  towards 
Chcfter,  where  met  him,  by  appointment,''  fix  kings 
more,  viz,  Kenneth  King  of  the  Scots,  Malcolm  King 
of  Cumberland,  Macgn  Kins  of  Man,  and  Dyfnwal, 
Sifrethus>  aad  Ithe^  three  BnxHh  kings.  Thcfe  eight 
princes  having  doae  homage,  and  fworn  fealty  to  him^ 
entered  with  £um  Into  his  barge,  and  rowed  him,  four 
of  each  fide;,  irom  his  palace  to  the  church  or  mona- 
ftery  of  St.  John  Baptift,  and  divine  fervice  being 
ended,  in  like  ftate  rowed  him  back  again.  To  King 
pdgar  fuccced^d  ]fjs  fon  Edward,  furnanaed  the 
'    -        *    '  '     younger  y 
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younger;   who,  after  four  years  reign,   was  treachc- 
roufly  flain  through  the  treafon  of  his  ftep-mothcr 
Elfrida,  to  make  room  for  her  own  fon  Edelred,  upon 
pretence  of  whofe  minority,,  being  a«chil4  only  w  Ic- 
ven  years,  (be  might  have  the  management  of  the 
A.B.976.  kingdom  in  her  own  hands.    But  whiift  the  Englifii 
were  in  this  waving  and  unfettled  condition,  Eineon, 
the  fon  of  Owen  king  af  South  Wales,  the  fecond 
time  entered  the  country  of  Gwyr,  and  having  fpotled 
and  wafted  it,  returned  homeag^in.    This,  though  an 
unfufierable  affront  to  Howel  Prince  of  North  Wales, 
yet  he  thought  it  moft  conTcnient  to  pa&  by  and  wink 
at  it  $  being  then  warmly  engaged  againft  di^  aiders 
and  abettors  of  his  uncle  lago ;  and  itiaixrhing  againii: 
them  with  a  numerous  army,  confifting4)f  Welch  and 
EngUihf  purfued  them  to  Lhyyn  and  Kdjfsiiioc  Fawr, 
the  very  extremity  of  Wales-,  where,  after  cruel  ra- 
vaging and  miferable  hamfling  of  die  country  about» 
la^o  was  at  lafl  taken  prifoner  ^  but  fi>  generoufly  re-- 
ceived  by  Howel,  that  be  granted  his  uncle  to  enioy 
hi3  portion  of  the  country  {waceably  for  his  life.    Uut 
he  did  not  deal  fo  kiitdly  with  his  untie  Edwal  Fychan 
979   the  fon  of  Edwal  Foel^  who,  for  what  pretence,  not 
difcover^,  was  dun  by  him/    It  may  be,  that  being 
in  a  manner  fecure  of  his  uncle  lagO,  he  was  appre- 
henfive  that  Edwal  Fychan  would  put  in  his  pretence 
for  the  principality ;  and  therefore  be  judged  it  con« 
venient  to  remove  thi$  obilacle  in  time^  and  to  fend 
him  to  fcek  for  it  in  another  worid.    For  nothing  can 
be  the  caufe  of  greater  ir^uftice  and  inhumanity  in 
princes^  than  the  jcaloufy  and  apprehenfion  of  rivals 
and  pretenders  to  their  government  \  to  prevent  which, 
they  will  facriBce  any  thing  that  is  juft  and  Iqgal,  fo 
that  the  petfdn  offending  1^  renriovcd  out  of  tl^  way. 
But  though  Howel  had  murdered  his  uncle  Edwal 
Fychan,  yet  he  could  not  remove  all  difputes  and  pr&» 
tences  to  North  Wastes :  .For  at  that  fame  dme  that  he 
was  employed  in  this  unnatural  aftion,  Cyftenyn  PhUt 
or  Conftantine  the  Bla^k,  fon  to  lago  then  prifoner  to 
Howel,  having  hired  ^  army  of  Danes,  under  tho 
€Qnijqniand  of  Godfryii  the  (ba  cf  H«rold^  marched 

againik 
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againft  his  coufin  Howel,  and  entering  North  Wates^ 
dbitroyed  Angkiey  and  Lhyxu  Whereupon  Howel 
having  drawn  his  forces  together,  fet  upon  them  at  a 
place  called  Gwyath  Hirbarth^^where  the  Danes  re- 
ceived a  very  fhacneful  overthrow^  and  Conftanitine  the 
ion  of  lago  was  flain.  But  another  army  of  Danes 
fared  better  in  England,  who  having  landed  at,  and 
Ipoiled  Southampton,  over-ran  the  countries  of  Devon 
and  Cornwal,  burnt  the  town  of  Bodman,  whereby 
the  cathedral  church  of  St.  Betrokes,  with  the  bifhop's 
palace,  were  laid  in  afhes ;  by  reafon  of  which  difafter, 
that  bifhop's  fee  was  tranllatnl  to  St.  Germains,  where 
it  continued  till  the  uniring  thereof  to  Crediton. 
Within  a  while  after,  St;  Dudlan  archbilfaop  of  Can- 
terbury died,  a  pious  and  rc%ious  perfon,  who  fore- 
told of  very  great  and  unfopporuble  calamities,  the 
Englifh  ihould  endure  by  the  cruel  outrages  of  the 
•  Danes. 

But  Godfryd  the  fon  of  Harold  being  highly  dif-  *^«^ 
gufted  at  the  ifhameful  rout  he  received  of  Howel  in 
the  quarrel  t£  Conftandne,  was  reiblved  to  recover  his 
credit,  and  to  revenge  himfelf  of  the  Welch.  And 
accordingly  he  landed  with  a  powerful  army  in  Weft 
Wales,  where,  after  that  he  had  fpoilcd  the  land  of 
Dyfed,  with  the  church  of  St.  David's,  he  fought  the 
famous  battle  of  Lhanwanoc.  But  Harold  being  ^^^• 
forced  upon  this  to  retire  and  forfake  the  country,  the 
following  year  Duke  Alfred  with  a  confiderabie  num- 
ber of  Englifh  came  to  fupply  his  room,  and  to  con- 
quer the  Welch.  Biat  he  reoetved  as  little  advantage 
or  honour  as  Harold  in  this  expedition  i  for  after  that 
he  ha<j  laid  wafteand  deftroyed  the  town  of  Bcecnock, 
with  fome  part  of  South  Wales,  he  was  ihamefuUy 
vanquilhed^  atid  his  army  almoft  totally  cut  off  by 
the  troops  of  Eineon  the  fon  of  Owen  Prince  of  South 
Wales,  and  Howel  Prince  of  North  Wales,  who  had 
joined  their  forces  againft  him.  And  now  the  Welch  ^^^' 
having  quite  difabled  the  Danes  and  the  Englifh,  be- 
gfin  to  fall  to  their  old  courfes,  to  make  ufe  of  their 
profperity  and  quietnefs  from  abroad,  for  quarrelling 
and  creating  dilturbances  at  home.    The  inhabitants 

of 
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of  G^entland  imagined  themfelves  very  ftrong  a^rd 
powerful,  and  therefore  riiilfl:  needs  «iiieavour  to  ihak^' 

■^off  dieir  allegianee  to  thetr  princ^,  -and  to  fet  up  one 
of  their  own  making.    Owen  Prince  of  South  Wales; 

-  to  pacify  the  rebellious*  hcimour  of  thefe  (editidus  and 
turbulent  people,  fenc  his  fon  Eineon  to  perfiiade  them 
to  obecUence.  But  a  dillrafted  mtiltitude  got  loafe,  k 
not  to  be  worked  upon  by  arguments;  which  Eineon 
fatally  experienced,  who  was  fo  far  from  perfnading 
them  in  their  allegiance  Jby  fair  means^  that  they  pre- 

.  fently  fet  upon  him^  and  thinking  that  they  had  the 
bird  in  their  fift^  who  was  next  to  lucceed^  put  him  te 
prefent  death.  And  thus  moft  ignobly  fell  this  worthjr 
prince,  who,  in  his  father's  time  was  the  only  fupport 
of  his  country^  being  a  (lout  and  a  valiant  com- 
mander, and  one  famoufly  experienced  in  the  art  and 
difcipline  of  war.  He  had  ifliie  two  Tons,  Edwyn  and 
Tewdor  Mawr,  or  Theodore  the  Great,  out  of  whofe 
loins  fevcral  Princes  of  South  Wales  were  fince  de- 
9*4-  fcended.  BUt  Howel  prince  of  North  Wales  did  not 
r^ard  this  diflfention  and  rebellion  in  South  Walesa 
and  therefore  took  opportunity  to  ftrengthen  and  mul- 
tiply his  army»  with  which  he  marched  the  next  year 
for  England,  'intending  to  revenge  the  incUrfions  and 
invafions  of*  th(i  Englifh  upon  Waks^  and  to.deflroy 
and:  wafte  their  country.  But  having  entered  into' 
England,  he  was  prelently  fought  with,  upon  whichv 
being  refolved  either  to  return  vi6loriouQy,  or  to  die? 
couragiouily,  he  fell  in  among  them^  but  in  the  ad- 
don was  flab,  leaving  no  iflfue  behind  him  to  fuccced 
in  his  principality,. though  in  fofne  ancient  genealo- 

.  gies  he  is  reputed  to  have  a  fon  called  Conan  y  Gwnl; 
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C  A  !&  W  A  L  H  ON    A  p   r  E  y  A  Fi 

Xx  O  WEL,  the  foh^of  levaf^,  had  for  a  long  time 
cojoycd  the  principality  of  North- Wales,  more  by 
maiiv  force  and  ufurpation,  than  any  right  of  fucceiTion 
he  co^id  pretend  to  iu  •  For  lonafal  and  Edwal  the 
fons  of.  Meyric,  the  cldcft  fon  of  Edwal  Foel,  were 
living,  and  tho'  their  father  liad  been  nejeded  as  unfit  • 
for  goverhment)  yet  ch^t  wa^  no  reafpn  to  deprive 
them  of  their  right.  Indeed^  Howel  could  pretend  to 
no  other  right  or  titlCf  than  j  that  his  father  levaf  had 
been -prince  of  NorthrWaks  before  hioHjaod  this  he 
thought  fufficient  to  maintain  his  pofleflion  againft  tha 
rightful  hair, .  who  wis  £ar  unable /to  oppofe  or  moleCt 
his  wrongful,  uliucpatipn.  'S^l  he  being  flain  in  thia 
ra(h  expedition  againft  the  En^ifh*  and;  leaving  no 
ilTue  to^focceed  hiitn  io,$h^<rPWA»  his  brother  Cadwal- 
bon  thought  be  might  rightfully  take  .upon  him  the 
government  iof-NonhrW&le%  feeing  hifi  father  and 
his  brother  had.  wkhoMt  cany  mokftatipn^  enjoyed  the 
fame.  .  However;;,to  make  hi$  titk  fecure,  he  thought 
fit.  to  remove  ^U  manner  of;  rjubs  which  might  create 
any  difpute  concerning  his  right  of  fucceffiony  and  to 
that  end,  concluded  it  neceiTary  to  make  away  his 
coufins  lonafal  and  Edwal  the  lawful  heirs  ;  the  firft  of 
which  he  executed"  accordingly,  but  Edwal  being  aWare 
of  his  intention,  privately  made  his  efcape,  and  fb  pre- 
vetfted  his  ;Wicked  defign.  1  This'  u^ndai  uca)  deaHti  g  with 
his  coufins  lonafal  and  Edwal  coft  Cadwalhon  not  only 
his  life,  but  the  lofs  of  his  principality  and  the  utter :  ^ 
fuin  of  iiis.Tathcp5  houfc; -JBoi-  M  had  icarce  enjoyed 
his  government  one  yhir^  but  Meredith  the  fon  of 
Qneo  prinGe  of  South.'- Walca;  iCfnteted  ;into  ..North- 
Wales^  flew. Cadwalhon. vtiid.ixbibnHhen.lUk^ri^  the 
only  rtHT)aiiiS;  of  (k«>  haufc  of  ksmf,  and'^Uildcc  lUe 

pretence 


pretence  of  conqueft,  poflefled  himfelf  of  the  whole 
country.  Here  we  may  obferve  and  admire  the 
wifdom  of  providence^  in  permitting  wrong  and 
oppreffion  for  fome  time  to  ilourilh  and  wax  greats 
and  afterwtt'c^  by  fecre^ 'apd  hidden  methodi,  in  rr- 
itoring  the  poftcrity  of  the  right  and  lawful  lieir  to 
the  juft  and  priftine  eftate  of  his  anceftors.  For  after 
the  death  of  Edwal  Foel,  Meyric  who  by  right  of 
birth  was  legally  to  fucceed,  was  not  only  deprived 
of  his  juft  and  rightful  inheritance,  but4]^d  his  eyes 
moft  inhumanly  put  out,  atid  beinfg  condemned  to 
perpetual  imprifonriient^  for  grief  of  being  fo  bar- 
baroufly  treated,  quickly  ended  his  days.  Bat  tho' 
his  brothers  levaf  and  lago,  and  Howel  and  Cad^ 
walbon  the  ions  of  the  former  fucceffively  enjoyed 
the  principality  of  North-Wales-^  yet  not  one  died 
naturally  ^r  free  from  the  revenge  of  Mcyric's  ejec- 
tion. For  levaf  was  imprifoned  by  his  brother  lago^ 
and  he  with  his  fon  Conftantines  by  Howel  the  ion 
of  levaf,  and  afterwards  Howel  fell  by  the  hands  o£ 
the  Englifli,  and  his  brethren  CadWalhon  and  Meyrid 
were  both  Aain  by  Meredith  ap  Owen.  On  the  other 
lide,  Edwal  ab  Meyric  who  was  right  heir  of  North-^ 
Wales  after  the  death  <^  bis  brother  lonafal^  efcaped 
the  fnare  intended  by  Cadwalhon  \  and  Meredith  ap 
Owen  after  fome  time  leaving  North  WlUes  expofed  to 
the  eneimies^  by  reaibn  he  had  enough  to  do  to  preierve 
South- Wales,  Edwal  was  received  ^the  North* Waka 
men  as  their  true  princfr. 


M  E  R  ED  1  T  H  A  p    OWEN. 
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jytEREDITH  having  won  die  field  and  flaiii 
Cadwalhon  and  hilt  brother  Mayric^  the  only  iceming 
pretenders  ta  the  prindpality  of  North- Waks,  took 
upon  hhn&lf :  the  naie  and'  nvemment  oDt.  But  before 
be  could  be  weU  confirmed  iit  his  dominionsi  Godfryd 

the 
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^c  ion  of  Harold,  third  time  xntcred  into  the  ifle  ot 
Anglefey^  and  having  taken  Lhyarch  tht  foh  '6f  Owen 
with  2GfoO  men  prifoners^  moft  cruelly  put  out  his 
tyes ;  which  fo  ftartled  and  ftruck  fuch  a  terror  into 
Prince.  Mercditli,  that  with  the  reft  of  his  army,  ht 
forthwith  made  his  efcape  and  fled  to  Cardigan.    Thi« 
tofs  to  the  Welch  was  the  famte  year  fecoiided  by  Ano- 
theri,  but  of  ahother  fort ;  for  there  happened  fikrh  a 
difttial  and  uMufual  murrairtv  that  the  bcft  part  of  tht 
rattle  of  Wales  periThcd.     Neither  were  th6  Englilh 
at  this  time  free  from*  adverfities  and  troubles^  for 
the  Danes  landed  again  in  England  with  fevcral  ar- 
mies^ and  at  "Weftport  and  Witcft,   gave  two  Englifh 
lords^  Godan  and  Britchwould  fuch  a  blow»  that  the 
king  was  forced  to  buy  his  peace,  with  tht  payrtient 
x>f  io,aoo  pounds  which  was  termed^  Dane  Gelt.    But 
within  a  white  after.  King  Edelred  violated  and  brake 
the  peace  himfelfi  artd  preparetl  a  great  fleet,  think- 
ing 16  vanquifh  the  Danes  at  fc*a  \  But  it  proved  far 
otferwife,  ^nd  much  contrary  to  his  cxpedationi  all 
his  fliips  being  either  dfeftroyed  t)r  taken^    together 
'  with  the  Admiral^  Alfrk  earl  of  Mercia.     The  Danes 
bdng  animated  with  this  viftory  failed  \ip  to  the 
•  imouth  of  the  Humber,    and  landing  in  Yorkfliife, 
fpoiled  and  deftroyed  the  cities  6f  York  and  Lind- 
fey;    btit  in  their  march  through  Nbrthumberhmd^ 
were  routed  and  put  to  flight  by  Godwyn  and  Frid- 
gift^  two  Englilh  generals  Who  were  fcnt  to  oppofe 
them.     The  fame  time  Anlaf  king  of  Norway,  and 
Swane  of  Denmark   with  94  gillies   failed  up   the 
Thames  and  befieged  London,  which  the  citizerts  fo 
bravely  defended,  tliat  at  length  the  Danes  thought 
beft   to  faife  and  quit  the  fiegei     But  though  they 
could  efie6t  nothing  upon  the  city,  yet  the  country 
was  at  their  mercy  and  therefore  leaving  their  Ihips, 
they  landed  and  wafted  with  fire  and  fword  all  Kent, 
Eflex,    SufleJc^    Surry  and   Hampfhine       Wherefore 
King  Edelred  inftead  of  manly  oppofition  in  the  field, 
fends  ambaflfadors  to  treat  about  another    payment, 
and  fo  the  Danes  being  fatisfied  with  a  great  fum  of 
money  and  victuals,  lay  quiet  that  winter- at  South- 
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amptohi  Upon  this  compofition,  Anlaf  was  invited 
by  Adclrtd,  and  royally  entertained,  and  being  dif- 
miffed  with  very  many  rich  prtffents,  he  prpmiftd 
upon  oath  to  depart  the  kingdom  and  never  to 
rtioleft  it  any  more,  which  he  faithfully  per- 
formed. 

9^>  Whilft  the  Englifli  and  the  Danes  were  thus  for  a 

time  agreed,  levaf  the  fon  of  Edwal  having  fpcnc 
for  feveral  years  a  retired  and  a  private  life,  died: 
And  was  quickly  followed  by  Owen  the  fon  of  Howcl 
Dha  Prince  of  South  Wales.  This  Owen  had  three 
fons,  Eincon  who  in  his  fatlict's  time  was  flain  by  the 
rebels  of  Gwentland^  and  Lhywarch  who  had  his 
eyes  pot  out  by  Godfryd  the  fon  of  Harold  the  Dane, 
-and  Prince  Meredith,  who  had  abeady  conquered 
North  Wales,  and  now  upon  his  fathcr*s  death  takes 
poffeflion  alfo  of  South  Wales,  without  any  r^aid 
had  to  Edwyn  and  Theodore  the  fons  of  Eineon  his 
elder  brother.  But  upon  his  advancement  to  his  new 
principality,  he  was  like  to  meet  with  no  ycry  finall 
troubles  -,  for  the  Danes  at  Hamptoii  quickly  broke 
the  league  with  king  Adelred,  and  failing  towards  the 
Well  mightily  annoyed  the.  coafts  of  Cornwal  and  De- 
von fli  ire,  and  at.laft  landed  in  South  Wales.  Having 
dcftroyed  St.  David's,  Lhanbadarn,  Lhanrhyftyd, 
Lhandydoch,  and  feveral  other  religious  places ;  the 
country  was  fo  cruelly  harafled  and  weakened  that 
Prince  Meredith  was  forced  to  compound  with  them, 

988.  and  to  pay  a  tribute  of  one  penny  for  every  pcrfon 
within  his  dominions,  which  in  Welch  was  called 
Glwmaem,  otherwife,  the  tribute  of  the  black  army. 
And  Ireland  too  at  this  time  received  no  inconfiderable 
blow  from  the  Danes,  who  flew  Elwmaen  the  fon  of 
Abloic  king  of  the  country,  and  fo  fpOiled  and  ra- 
vaged that  kingdom,  that  a  great  number  of  the  na- 
tives perifhed  by  famine. 

The  year  following  Owen  the  fon  of  Dyfnwal,  a  man 

5t9*  of  confidcrable  note  and  reputation  among  the  Welch, 
was  flain  •,  befides  which,  nothing  remarkable  happen- 
ed this  year.  But  the  next  year  Edwin  ap  Eincon,  who 
was  right  heir  to  the  principality  of  South  Wales,  ha- 
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Vmg  drawn  to  Kis  help  a  ^at  army  of  Ertglifh  aiid  99*, 
Danes  hoftibly  entered  into  Meredith's  country,  fpoiled 
all  the  land  of  Cardigart,  Dyfed,  Gwyr,  Kydwely  and 
St.  David*^,  and  received  hoftages  of  the  chief  per- 
fons  of  thofc  countries  to  own  him  as .  their  rightful 
jprince.  To  rcturrt  thefe  aotrages  upoA  Edwyn,  Me*  991. 
redith  dcftroyed  the  town  of  Radnor,  fpoiled  Gla- 
niorgan^  and  carried  the  chicfeft  men  therein  prifon- 
crs^  who  paying  their  ranfom^  were  fct  at  liberty* 
But  whiift  Wales  was  in  this  tottering  condition^  and 
fcarce  any  place  free  from  hoftility ;  it  happily  fell, 
outi  that  Meredith  and  Edwyn  were  made  friends,  and 
the  differchccs  compofed  between  them,  fo  that  the 
fengHlh  and  Danes  who  came  in  with  Edwyn^  and 
wh6  expeiJtcd  to  fare  bcft  by  thefe  civil  diilurb»nccs 
*of  the  Wtrluh,  Were  uncatpe6tedly.<iaflaiered  and  fenc 
home;  And  foon  after  this  agreement^  Cadwalhon, 
the  only  fon  of  Meredith,  dicdj  which  nendcred  the 
coir^fitiAn  between  Meredith  and  Ed^^yn  tnore  firm^ 
by  realbh  that  tkis  latter  thought  now,  without  any 
difpute  to  fiicceed  Meredith,  in  his  principality.  But 
this  fdl  (hart  of  his  ahn,  for  Meredith  being  very  much 
jdifturbed  ia  Smtk  Wales,  had  fo  much  work  upon' 
his  handk  to  defend  that  eoiiiitryi  that  he  left  North 
Wales  open  and  txpofed  to  the  common  enctnyi 
Which  the  Danes  were  quickly  acquainted  with,,  and 
ilb  landing  iii  Angleiey,  they  ravaged  and  laid  wafte 
the  whote  ifland.  iThe  North  Wahs  men  finding  992- 
themfelves  thus  forfaken  by  Meredith,  atid  their  coun^ 
kry  Hke  to  be  over- run  by  the  I^rics^  if  not  timely 
prevented^  fet  up  Edwal  the  foh  of  Meyric,  the  indif- 
putable  heir  of  North  Wales^  though  long  kept  from 
hi  and  owi^d  )\\m  for  their  prince.  But  thofe  in-f 
ceflant  wars  and  commotions  in  South  •Wales,  occa- 
fioned  a  v^  difmal  famine  and  fearcity  in  the  coun- 
tryi  of  which  a  yety  confidcrabk  number  of  people 
perifhcd^  And  thus  Meredith  who  had  once  con- 
quered Nonh  Wafcs,  and  for  a  long  time  had  got  poC» 
feffion  of  South  Wales,  without  any  right  or  title  to 
either,  was  how  obliged  to  relinquiih  the  one,  and  waa 
fcarce  able  to  maintain  the  other. 

Fi  Edwal 
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w-  ll/DW'AL  after  a  long  and  tedious  expe<aatioii^ 
being  now  joyfully  received  by  the  North  Wales  men 
for  their  prince,  endeavoured  the  firft  thing  to  de- 
fend his  fubjefts  fronn  the  injuries  and  depredations 
they  received  from  the  Danes.  And  having  in  a  mea-* 
fure  effefted  that,  he  was  accofted  by  another  ene- 
my ;  for  Meredith  being  refolved  to  revenge  the  in- 
dignity and  difgracc  put  upon  him  by  the  North 
Wales  men,  in  depriving  him  of  the  government  of 
their  country,  gathered  and  muftered  together  all  his 
power,  intending  to  recover  again  that  principality. 
Being  advanced  as  far  as  Lhangwm,  Edwal  met  him, 
and  in  plain  battle  routed  his  army ;  in  which  aftiony 
Theodore  or  Tcwdor  Mawr,  Meredith's  nephew  was 
flain,  leaving  behind  him  two  fons,  Rhys  and  Ry- 
therch,  and  a  daughter  named  Elen.  But  it  is  pro* 
bable  that  it  was  not  Tewdor  Mawr,  but  his  brother 
Edwyri  that  waS  (lain  in  this  battle,  which  alfo  feems 
rather  to  have  been  fought  at  Hengwm  in  Ardudwy 
in  Merionethftiire,  then  at  Lhangwm,  for  in  that  place 
there  are  to  this  day  certain  monuments  of  vidtory  to 
befeen ;  as  heap^  of  ftones,  tomb-ftones  and  columns, 
which  they  call  Curncddi  Hengwm.  Edwal  return- 
ing home  triumphantly  after  this  viftory,  thought 
he.  had  now  fecured  himfelf  in  his  government^  and 
expefted  to  enjoy  his  dominions  quietly,  and  without 
any  moleftation.  But  he  had  fcarce  recovered  the 
fatigue  of  the  laft  engagement,  when  Swanc  the 
ion  of  Harold  having  lately  pillaged  and  wafted 
the  ifle  of  Man,  landed  in  North  Wales,  whom 
Edwal  endeavouring  to  oppofc,  was  flaia  in  the  en- 
.  counter  leaving  one  fon  behind  him,    called,  lago. 

Withia 
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Within  a  while  after  the  Danes  returned  again  againft 
St.  DaVid's,  and  deftroying  all  before  them  with  fire 
and  fword,  flew  Morgeney  or  Urgency,  bifhop  of  that 
diocefe.  Prince  Meredith  being  highly  concerned  at 
the  mifchiefs  thefc  barbarous  people  continually  did 
to  his  country,  and  the  more,  becaufe  he  was  not  able 
to  repel  their  infoiencies,  out  of  grief  and  vexation 
died  •,  having  ifllie  one  only  dayghter  named  An- 
gharad,  who  was  twice  married ;  firft  to  Lhewelyn 
ap  Sitfyhlt,  and  after  his  death  to  Confyn  Hirdref,  or 
as  others  think,  to  Confyn  4p  Gwcryftan.  She  had 
children  by  both  hulbands,  which  occafioned  after- 
wards  great  difturbances  and  ci^il  commotions  in 
Wales,  the  iffuc  of  both  adventures  pretending  a 
right  of  fucceOion  to  the  principality  of  South 
Wales, 


AEDAN   AP    BLEGORAD. 


E 


-  D  W  A  L  Prince  of  North  Wales  being  killed  in 
the  battle  ^^inft  Swane,  and  having  no  other  ifTue 
than  lago,  who  was  a  minor,  and  too  young  to  take 
upon  him  the  government ;  and  Meredith  Prince  ot 
South  Wales  dying  without  any  other  ilTue  than  a 
daughter,  caufed  very  heavy  quarrels  and  contentions 
among  the  Welch,  feveral  without  any  colour  of  right, 
putting  in  their  claim  and  pretenfions  to  the  govern- 
ment. In  North  Wales,  Conan  the  Ion  of  Howel, 
;ind  Acdan  the  fon  of  Blegorad  were  the  chief  afpirers 
to  that  principality  i  and  becaufe  they  could  not 
agree  who  fhould  be  the  man,  they  fairly  confcnted 
to  try  the  matter  in  open  field,  where  Conan  had 
the  misfortune  to  be  flain ;  and  fo  Aedan  was  vie- 
toriouflY  proclaimed  Prince  of  North  Wales.  But 
.who  this  Aedan  was  defcendc4  from,   or  what  co- 

F  3  lour 


1003, 


:76,  The  HISTORY  a?  WALES, 

•  lo.ur  or  preteiw:e  he  could  lay  to  the  i^riacipality,  caCK 
liot  be  as  much  as  gueflecl  at^  there  lacing  none  of  tfaa^ 
pacne  to  be  met  with  in  any  Welch  records,  \excepting; 
that  Blcgorad  whor  is  mentioned  in  the  line  of  Howei 
Dha,  whofe  cftate  and  quality  was  too  mcan^  ti^at  bis, 
pofterity  fhould  lay  ai^y  claim  to.  the  prirKripality  of 
pf  Wdes.  But  be  t?hat  how  it  wili^  A^an  after  his, 
vi6tory  over  Con^n  ap  Ho^tI^  was  owned  Prince  by 
the  North  Wales  men,  over  whom  ke  bojpe  ruje  for 
the  fpace  of  twelve  years  ;  though  belideA  his  cOMueft 
of  Conan  ap  Howel,  there  being  nothing  recorded  qf 
bim,  excepting  his  being  (lata,  together  with  his  four 
fons  by  Lhewelyn  ap  Sitfylht. 

But  whilft  the  Welch  arc  in  thiai  inconftaijtt  »nd  un- 
fettied  condition,  the  Scots  in  Ireland  began  co  grow 
powerful,  and  having  deftroycd  the  town  and  .cowt/y 
of  Dcvelyn,  they  took  Gulfath  and  Ubiad^  two  Irifh 
lords,  prifoncrs^  yfhoit  eyes  they  moft  inhumanly  put 
out.  The  Daae^  alfo,  who  had'Utely  made  their  In- 
curfions  into  South,  Wales,  bega^i  now  to  moleft-  the 
Englifti-,  having  landed  in  the  Weft,  paflTed  through  the 
^oun^ics  oif  Somerfet,  Dorfet,  Hamplhire  and  Suffex, 
dcftroying  and  burning  aH  before  them.  Having  ad- 
vanced without  any  oppofitipn,  as  far  as  the  river 
Mcdway^  they  l^id  fiege  lo  RocKeftcr,  which  the 
Kentifl^  men  endeavouring  to  preferve,  afltpibled 
^h^mfelves  together,  and  gave  the  Danes  battle,^  but 
were  vancjuilhed  in  the  undertaking.  King  Edelred 
was  then  in  Cumberland,  where  the  Danes  w^re  more 
^lumeroufiy  plated,  which  country  he  kept  quiet  anc^ 
in  fubjeftion.  But  in  the  mean  tfme  another  army  of 
Danes  landed  in  the  Weft,  againft  whom  the  country 
people  of  Somerfetftiire  aflembling  themfelves,  (hewed 
their  readinefs  tp  attack  them,  but  w^ntitig  ai  head 
fo  direft  them,  were  eafily  put  to  their  heels,^  and  the 
Danes   ruled   and  commanded'  the  country   at  their 

Eteafure.  The  King  bein^  forely  vexed -at  the  info-, 
rncies  arid  refHeis  deprcdatioijls  of  the  Danes,  thought 
cct^vcnient  ^o  ftrengthen  himfel/  by  fome  powerful 
^fhmty^  and  to  that  en(l,  fends  ambaffadors  to  Richard 
^ukc  of  >forman^,  defiring  his  daughter  Emma  in 
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marriage,  and  fuccours  to  repel  rhe  Daniih  incur- 
fions«  Here  it  is  obfcnrablc,  that  as  t^e  Saxons 
bdng  formerly  calkd  over  as  friends  and  allies  to 
the  well-meaning  Britains^  violently  and  wrongfully 
poilefled  themfelves  of  the  greateft  part  of  the  iQand ; 
fo  now  the  Normans  being  invited  to  aid  the  £n-^ 
gltfh  againft  the  Danes,  took  fo  good  a  liking  to 
the  country,  that  they  never  gave  over  their  defign 
of  gaining  it,  till  at  hft  they  became  conquerors  of 
the  whole  iiland.  The  mifchief  of  calling  in  the 
Normans,  though  foretold  to  King  Adelred,  he 
was  fb  far  concerned  about  the  prcient  calamities 
received  by  the  Danes,  that  he  was  deaf  to  all  fa-* 
purities,  how  dangerous  and  mifchievous  foever  they 
might  prove.  And  therefore  being  puffed  up  with 
hopes  of  increafe  of  ftrength  by  this  new  affinitf, 
he  ient  private  letters  to  all  cities  and  towns  through- 
out his  dominions  where  the  Danes  were  quartered^ 
requiring  them  all  upon  St.  Brice's  night  to  maf- 
facre  the  DaneS|  which  was  accordingly  performed 
with  much  unanimity  and  fecrecy.  This  cruel  dif- 
after  was  fo  far  from  difcouraging  the  Danes,  that 
they  now  began  to  vow  the  eradication  of  the  En- 
gliih  nation,  and  to  revenge  that  unmanly  maflkcre 
of  their  country-men }  to  which  end  they  lahded  in 
Devonfliire,  and  over-running  the  country  with  lire 
and  fword,  fpared  nothing  mat  had  the  leaft  fpark 
of  life  m  it.  The  city  of  Eaccter  they  razed  to  the 
ground,  and  flew  Hugh  the  Norman,  whom  the 
Queen  had  recommended  to  the  government  of  iu 
To  prevent  their  further  incurfion^,  Almarus  Earl 
of  Devon  gathered  a  great  army  out  of  Hamplhire 
and  Wiltihire,  and  the  CQvintry  thereabouts,  and 
marched  with  a  refolution  ftoutly  to  pppofe  the 
Danes,  who  pyt  Almarus  to  flight  and  puriued  him 
to  Wilton  and  SalUbury,  which  being  rstnfacked  and 
plundered,  they  carried  lihe  pillage  thereof  trium- 
phantly to  their  Ihips, 
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A, p.  1004.  The  next  year  Swane,  a  prince  of  great  repute  In 
Denmark^  landed  upon  the  coaft  of  Norfolk  and  laid 
ficge  to  Norwich,  and  wafted  the  country  thereabouts. 
But  Wolfkettcl  duke  of  that  coyntry,  being  too  weak 
to  oppofe  him,  thought  it  moft  convenient  to  make  a 
peace  with  the  Dane  •,  which  was  quickly  broke  j  and 
then  Swane  marched  privately  to  Thetford,  which 
after  he  had  fpoiled  and  ranlacked,  he  returned  with 
his  prey  to  his  fbips.  Wolfketrel  hearing  this,  pri- 
vately drew  up  his  forces,  and  ftoutly  marched  againib 
the  enemy ;  but  being  far  inferior  in  number,  the  Dane& 
got  the  day,  and  afterwards  failed  to  thetr  own  coun« 
try.  ^ithin  two  years  after,  the  Danes  returned  again* 
bringing  with  them  their  ufual  companions,  the  fire^ 
the  fword,  and  the  fpoil,  and  landed  at  Sandwich) 
which  after  they  had  burnt  and  pillaged,  they  (ailed  ta 
the  ifle  of  Wight,  where  they  took  up  their  winter- 

auarters  till .  Chriftmas :  And  then  coming  forth 
lenqe,  they  over-ran^  by  feveral  parties  the  coun-^ 
tries  of  Hampfhire  and  Berkihire,  as  far  as  Reading-,, 
.  Wallingford  and  Colfey  5  devouring  up,  for  want  of 
other  plunder  ^  all  the  provifions  and  vi&uals  they 
found  in  the  houfes,  and  retributed  the  fame  with  fire 
and  fword  at  their  departure.  In  their  return  they 
met  with  the  army  o£  the  Weft  Saxons  near  Effing^ 
ton,  but  this  coniifting  only  of  a  raw  and  unexpe-i 
rienced  rabble,  they  eafily  broke  through,  and  paf- 
fing  triumphantly  by  the  gates  of  Wincheftcr^  they  got 
fafe  with  great  booty  to  the  ifle  of  Wight,  King  AdcU 
red  all  this  while  lay  at  his  manor-houfe  in  Shroplhire) 
much  troubled  and  concerned  at  thole  uninterrupted 
devaftations  of  the  Danes/  .  But  the  nobility  of  Eng- 
land, rather  to  fave  fome  than  lofe  all  they  pofleiled^ 
bought  their  peace  of  the  Danes  for  tKe  fum  of 
30,000  pound )  during  which  interval.  King  Adel- 
red  roufing  his  drooping  fpirits,^  ordained,  that  every 
three  hundred  hides  of  land,  one  hide  being  as  much 
zs  one  plough  can  fufiiciently  till,  through  his  do^ 
minions,  fhould  man  out  a  fliip,  and  every  eight  hides 
a  corflet  and  a  helmet ;  befides  which  the  king  had  no 
inconfiderabje  navy  fent  him  from  Normandy.    ThU 
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fleet  when  rcndezvoufed  at  Sandwich  fcemed  terrible 
in  thgfe  days,  and  was  the  greateft  that  ever  before 
then  rode  upon  the  Britilh  fca.  And;  now,  one  might 
have  thought,  that  all  things  would  go  well  with  the 
Engliih,  when  of  a  fudden  another  cloud  appears  ^ 
for  one  Wilnot,  a  nobleman  of  Suffcx,  being  banilhed 
by  King  Adelred,  got  to  fea  with  a  fmall  number  of 
ihips,  and  praftifed  pyracy  along  the  coafts  of  Britain, 
and  mightily  annoyed  all  merchants  and  paflengers. 
Brightrych,  brother  to  the  traiterous  Edric  Earl  ofA.D.iooi, 
Mercia,  thinking  to  advance  his  reputation  by  fome 
fignal  exploit,  promifed  to  bring  Wilnot  dead  or  alive 
before  him :  To  which  end,  he  fcts  forth  with  a  con- 
iiderable  fleet ;  which  meeting  with  a  terrible  ftorm, 
was  by  thQ  tempeft  driven  back,  and  wrecked  upon 
the  Ihores ;  fo  that  a  great  number  of  the  Ihips  were 
drowned,  and  the  reft  burnt  by  Wilnot  and  his  com- 
pany. Brightrych  being  abafhed  with  this  unfortu- 
nate beginning,  returned  inglorioufly  by  the  Thames 
back  to  London  ;  fo  that  this  great  preparation  againft 
the  Danes,  was  dafhed  to  pieces,  and  c^me  to  no* 
thing. 

The  Danes  were  not  ignorant  of  the  misfortune  the 
Englifh  received  by  this  ftorm,  and  without  any  fur-  '*^^ 
ther  enquiry,  landed  at  Sandwich,  and  fo  paflfed  on 
to  Canterbury,  which  they  intending  to  deftroy,  wa& 
by  the  citizens  bought  off  for  3000  1.  Pafling  from 
thence,  through  Kent,  Suflex  and  Hamplhire,  they 
came  to  Berkfhire,  where  King  Edelrcd  at  length  met 
with  them,  and  purpofing  rcfolutely  to  fet  upon  them, 
was  by  the  cunning  infinuations  and  fubtile  arguments 
of  tray  tor  Edric  diffuaded  from  fighting.  The  Dane* 
being  thus  delivered  from  the  danger  which  they  cer- 
tainly expefted,  paffed  on  joyfully  by  the  city  of  Lon- 
don, and  with  great  booty  returned  to  their  Ihips, 
The  next  year  they  landed  again  at  Ipfwich,  upon  Af- 
cenfion  day,  where  Wolf  kettel  entertained  them  with 
a  (harp  encounter ;  but  being  overpowered  by  num- 
ber, he  was  forced  to  give  back,  and  yield  the  day  to 
the  Danes.  Pafling  from  thence  to  Cambridge,  they 
IWt  with  Ethelftan,  JCing  Edelred*s  nephew  by  his 
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lifter,  who  with  an  army  was  come  to  oppofe  them  5 
but  the  Danes  proving  too  powerful,  he  with  many 
other  noblemen  were  llain;  anK)ng  whom  were  duke 
Ofwyn  and  the  Earls  Edwyn  and  Wolfrike.  From 
Kence  they  pafled  through  Effex,  leaving  no  manner  of 
cruelty  and  barbarity  unpradifed,  and  returned  laden 
with  booty  to  their  ihips,  which  lay  in  the  Thames. 
A.P.xoio.But  they  could  not  contain  themfdves  long  in  their 
veflels  •,  and  therefore  fal lying  out,  they  pailed  by  the 
river  fide  to  Oxford,  which  they  ranfacked  over  a^n ; 
adding  to  their  prey,  Buckingham,  Bedford,  Hartford^ 
and  Northamptonlhire ;  and  having  accompli(hed  that 
year's  cruelties,  at  Chriftmas  they  returned  to  their 
Ihips.  Yet  the  prey  of  the  country  from  the  Trent 
fouthward,  wbuld  not  fatisfy  thefe  unmerciful  barba- 
Uiu  rians;  but  as  foon  as  the  feafon  gave  them  leave  to 
peep  out  of  their  dens,  they  laid  fiege  to  the  city  of 
Canterbury,  which  being  delivered  up  by  the  treach- 
ery of  Almarez  the  archdeacon,  wa$  condemned  to 
.  blood  and  a/hes,  and  Alfege  the  'archbiihop  carried 
prifoner  to  the  Danifh  fleet,  where  he  was  at  length 
I0I2,  moft  cruelly  put  to  death.  The  next  year  Swane, 
,  king  of  Denmark,  came  up  die  Humber,  and  landed 
at  Gainefborow ;  whether  repaired  to  him  Uthrcd 
Earl  of  Northumberland,  with  his  people,  the  inha-* 
bitants  of  Lindfey,  with  all  the  countries  northward 
of  Watling-ftrect,  being  a  highway  croflxng  from  die 
eaft  to  the  welt  Tea,  and  gave  their  oath  and  hoftages 
to  obey  him.  Whereupon,  King  Swane  perceiving 
his  undertaking  to  prove  fo  fortunate  beyond  expec- 
tation,^ committed  the  care  of  his  fleet  to  his  fon 
Cnute,  and  marched  himfelf  firit  to  Oxford,  and 
then  to  Winchefl:er  -,  which  cities,  whether  for  fear 
of  further  calamities,  readily  acknowledged  him  for 
cheir  king.  From  thence  he  marched  tor  London, 
where  King  Edelred  then  lay  ;  and  which  was  fo 
iloutly  defended  by  the  citizens,  that  he  was  like  to 
efled  nothing  againft  that  town;  and  therefore  he 
direded  his  courfe  to  Wallingford  and  Bath,  where 
the  principal  men  of  Weft  Saxon  yielded  him  fub- 
jedion.      Th^  Londoners  too^  ^  at  laft  fearing  his. 
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-  fury  and  difplcafure,  made  thdr  peace,  and  font  him 
Jicxftagcs  )  which  city  being  received  to  mercy,  Swane, 
from  that  time  was  accounted  king  of  all  England, 
King  Edch-cd  perceiving  all  his  affairs  in  England  .tQ 
go  againft  him^  and  ius  authority  and  government 
reduced  to  fo  narrow  a  compafs,  having  Tent  his 
qucxrn,  with  his  two  Ions  Edward  and  Alfred,  to 
^ormandy,  he  thought  convenient  within  a  while 
after  %o  follow  himfelf.  Being  honourably  received 
by  his  t>rothcr-in-law  Richard ;  he  had  not  been  there 
long  but  newa  arrived  of  the  death  of  Swane,  and 
that  i^  was  defired  by  the  Englilh  to  return  to  his 
)cingdom<)  Being  animated  and  comforted  with  thia 
furprifing  news,  he  fet  forward  with  a  great  army  for 
England,  and  landing  at  Lyndfey,  he  cruelly  har- 
railed  that  pmvince,  *by  reafon  that  it  had  owned  fub^ 
jcftion  to  Gnu^  the  fon  of  Swane,  whom  the  Danes 
had  elefted  king  in  his  father's  ftead.  ^  King  Cnute 
bqng  at  Ipfwich,  and  perrified  of  the  arrival  of  King 
Edelred,  and  tlie  deyafliacion  of  Lyndfey ;  fearing  that 
Jiis  authority  was  goin^  down  the  wind,  barbaroufly 
cut  off  the  hands  and  nofes  of  ali  the  hoftages  he  re- 
ceiyed  from  the  Englilh,  and  prcfently  ftruck  fail  for 
Denmark*  And  whilft  England  was  in  this  general 
confufion,  there  fell  out  no  kfs  a  ftorm  i(i  Ireland ; 
for  Brian  king  of  that  ifland,  and  his  fon .  Murcath, 
with  other  kings  of  the  country  fubjeft  to  Brian^  joined- 
their  forces  againft  S\itric  the  fon  of  Abloic  king  of 
of  Dublin,  and  Mailmorda  king  of  Lagenes*  Sutric 
being  of  himfelf  too  weak  to  encounter  fo  numerouaj 
a  multitude,  hired  all  the  pyraies  and  rovers  who 
fruifed  upon  the  feas,  and  then  gave  Brian  battle, 
who,  with  his  £bn  Murcath,  was  flain ;  and  on  the 
pthcr  fide,  Mailmorda,  and  Broderi?  General  of  the 
auxiliaries. 

But  Cnute,  though  he  was  in  a  manner  forced  to^  p  ^^^^^ 
fbrfake  England  upon  the  recalling  of  King  Edelred, 
yet  he  did  not  abandon  all  his  pretence  to  the  king- 
dom J  and  thenpfor?  the  pext  year  he  came  to  renew 
his  claim,  and  landed  with  a  ftrong  fleet  in  Weft 
ifex,  Yfhcre  he  cxercif^d  very,  great  hoftiliry.  To 
.^.^'  -     prevent 
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prevent  his  incurfions,  Edric  and  Edmund  baftard-^ 
foa  to  Edelred,  raifed  their  forces  Iqparately;  but 
when  both  armies  were  united,  they  durft  not,  whe- 
ther for  fear,  or  the  diflention  of  the  two  generals, 
fight  with  the  Danes.  Edmund  therefore  paifi^  to 
the  North,  and  joined  with  Uthred  duke  of  Nor- 
thumberland, and  both  together  defcended  and  fpoiU 
cd  Stafford,  Leicefter,.  and  Shropfhire.  On  the  other 
fide,  Cnute  marched  forcibly  through  Buckingham^ 
Bedford,  Huntingtonihire,  and  fo  by  Stafford  pafied 
toward  York,  whither  Uthred  haftened,  and  finding 
no  other  remedy,  fubmitted  himfelf,  with  all  the  Nor- 
thumbrians, to  Cnute,  giving  hoftages  for  the  perfor- 
mance of  what  they  then  agreed  upon.  But  neveiv 
theleis  this  fubmimon,  Uthred  was  treacheroufly  flain, 
not  without  the  permiilion  of  Cnute,  and  his  duke- 
dom beftowed  upon  one  Egrick  a  Dane ;  whereupon 
Edmund  left  them,  and  went  to  his  father,  who  lay 
^ck  at  London.  Cnute  returnibg  to  his  fliips  pre- 
fently  followed,  and  failed  up  the  Thames  towards 
London  ;  but  before  he  could  draw  nigh  the  city. 
King  Edelred  was  dead ;  having  prolonged  a  long  and 
troublefome  reign  for  thirty-fcven  years.  After  his 
deceafe,  the  Englilh  nobility  chofc  his  bafe  fon  Ed-^ 
mund,  for  his  eminent  ftrength  and  hardinefs  in  war, 
furnamed  Ironfide,  for  their  king.  Upon  this  Cnute 
brought  his  whole  fleet  up  the  river  to  London,  and 
having  cut  a  deep  trench  round  about  the  town^  in- 
vefted  it  on  all  fides  ;  but  being  valouroufly  repuUed 
by  the  defendants,  he  detached  the  beft  part  of  his 
army  to  fight  with  Edmund,  who  was  marching  to 
.  raife  the  fiege  ;  and  both  armies  comitig  to  battle  at 
Proman  by  Gillingham,  Cnute  with  his  Danes  were 
put  to  flight.  But  as  foon  as  time  and  opportunity 
would  give  hini  leave  to  increafe  his  forces,  Cnute 
gave  Edmund  a  fecond  battle  at  Caerfbuie ;  but  E- 
dric,  Almar,  and  Algar  under  hand  fiding  with  the 
Dafies,  Edmund  was  hard  put  to  it,  to  maintain  the 
fight  obfl:inately,  till  night'^nd  wearing  parted  them. 
Both  armi^  having  fufficiently  fuffered  in  this  at^ion, 
Edmund  went  to  Weft  Sex  to  reinforce  himfelf,  and  the 

Pane* 
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jDanes  returheid  to  the  fiege  of  London,  where  Edmuii^ 
quickly  followed,  raifed  the  ficge,  and  forced  Cnutc 
and  his  Danes  confufedly  to  betake  themfelves  to  theif 
fliips,  and  then  entered  triumphantly  into  the  city. 
Two  days  after^  paffing  the  Thames  at  Brentford,  he 
fell  upon  the  enemies  backs ;  by  which  lucky  oppor*- 
tunity  obtaining  a  confiderable  viftory,   he  returned 
again  to  raife  recruits  among  the  Weft- Saxons.    Cnute^ 
upon  Edmund*s  removal,  appeared  again  before  Lon- 
don, and  in  veiled  it  by  land  and  water ;  but  all  in 
vain  5  the  befieged  fo  manfully  and  refolutely  defend- 
ing theoaiclves,  that  it  was  impradicable  to  inaftef 
the  town  before  Edmund  could  come  to  the  relief  of 
it.    And  this  they  prefently  experienced  V  for  Edmund^ 
after  having  augmented  his  forces,  croffcd  again  the 
Thames  at  Brentford,  and  came  to  Kent  in  purfuit  of 
Cnute,  who  upon  engaging,  was  fo  ftiamefully  defeat- 
ed at  firft,  ^nd  his  men  put  to  that  terrible  flight,  that 
there  wanted  nothing  of  a>  full  and  abfolute  viftory^ 
but  the  true  loyalty  of  the  truytor  Edric,  who  per-, 
ceiving  the  .viiaory  to  incline  to  Edmund,  and  the 
Danes  like  to  receive  their  nlortal  and   final  blow^ 
cryed  aloud^  Fled  Engle,  Fled  Engle»  Edmund  is  dead, 
and.  thereupon  fled  with  that  part  of  the  army  under 
his   command,    leaving  the  king  over-powered  with 
number.    1&^  this  defcrtion  the  Englilh  were  at  the 
laft  overthrown,  and  a  gre^t  number  (lain;  among 
whom  were  Duke  Edmund,  Puke  Alfric,  Dufce  God- 
wyn,  and  UltTcettel,  the  valiant  Duke  of  the  Eaft- An- 
gles,  together  with   all   the  Englilh  cavalry,   and  a 
great  part  of  the  nobility.     After  this  vidory,  Cnute 
marched  triumphantly  to  London,  and  was  crowned 
king ;  but  Edmund  preparing  to  try  his  fortune  in  an-, 
other  field,  muftered  together  all  the  forces  he  could, 
and  meeting  with  Cnute  in  Gloucefterfliire,  intended 
to  give  him  battle :  but  confidering  what  cruel  and 
unnatural  bloodihed  had  already  happened,  both  ge- 
nerally agreed  to  put  an  end  xfb  their  tedious  quarrel  hy 
fingle  combat  -,  and  theplaice  being  appointed,  Edmund 
and  Cdute  fell  to,  it  very  vigouroully,  till  at  laftCnutc 
perceiving  it  imprafticablc  to  vanquilh  a  man  of  Iron- 
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fidesi  laid  down  his  weapon^   moving  this  compod- 
tion,    to  divide  the  kingdom  fairly  betwixt  ttem  i 
Edmund  was  liot  difpleafed  at  the  offcr^  ahd  there^ 
fore  both  parties  fubmicred  16  this  dccifion,  that  Ed- 
mund Ihould  rule  the  Weft- Saxons  and  the  South  ^ 
Gnute  in  Mercia  and  ail  die  North  j  and  io  they  parted 
friends,  Cnute,  movrng*  to  London^  and  Edmund  td 
Oxford.     But  Edric  was  not  picafcd^  that  Edmund 
Ihould  have  any  fhare  at' all  of  the  government^  and 
therefore  he  is  relblvcd  to  confpire   againft  his  life^ 
and  to  deliver  the  whole   kingdom  of  England  into 
the  hands  of  Cnute  •,  of  whom  he  might  rcafonaUy 
cxpeA  for  this^  and  other  traiterous*  fcrvic^s^  a  very 
iampte  and  an  anfwerable  return.     This  he  committed 
to  one  of  his  own  fom  to  put  in  execution,   an  im^ 
of  the  old  fkbck,  and  one  early  verfed  in  wicked  and 
traiterous*  defigns ;    who  perceiving  the.  king  go  to 
ft(k>l,   thurft  a   fharp  knife  up   his   fundament^    of 
which  wound  he  prefently  died*     Edric  being  quickly 
certified  of  the  taft^    potted  it  up  to  London^  and 
with  great  joy  and  kmd  acclamations  came  to  Cnute^ 
greeting  him  as  fole  king  of  England,    and  withal^ 
telling  him  in  what  manner,  and  by  whofe  means  hb 
old  enemy  King  Edmund  was  afiafllnated  and  killed  at 
Oxford.     Cnute,  though  pleafed  at  th&  death  of  Ed<^ 
mund,  was  a  perfon  or  greater  honour  than  tt>  com- 
mend fo  horrible  a  deed,,  thou^  done  to  an  enemy^ 
and  therefore  told  Edric,  that  he  would  without  fail 
take  care  to  reward  him,  a&  his  deferts  required,  and 
would  advance  him  above  all  the  nobility  of  Englandj 
wliich  was  quickly  performed5  his  head  being  placed 
upon  the  hrgheft  tower   in   London  for  ^  terror  td 
fuch  villainous  traitors  to  their  king.     Edric  being  thiitf 
defervedly  difappointed  of  the  mighty  thoughts  hfc  en-> 
tertained  of  greatnefs,  upon  the  advancement  of  King 
Cnute^  this  generous  Dane  fcorned  his  bafenefs^  and  fd 
having  paid  him  a  traifors  reward,  caufed  execuriori  td 
be  done  upon  all  fidric's  aceomplices,  and  thofe  thai 
confented  to  the  bale  itlurdi^r  Ot'  tliat  brave  Prihis^ 
King  Edmund* 

About 
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About  the  fame  time  there  happened  no  fmall  di-A,  D;  xots. 
fturbarKe  and  commotions  in  Wales ;  Lhcwclyn  ap 
Sytfylht  having  for  fome  years  fat  flill  and  quiet,  be- 
gan now  to  beltir  himfelf-,  and  harifig  drawn  all  hi^ 
forces .  tf^ther,  marched  againft  Aedan,  who  forei-s 
biy  and  without  any  legal  pretence,  had  entered  up* 
on,  and  for  all  this  time  had  kept  himlclf  in  the  go-& 
vernmwt.of  North  Wales,  Aedan  would  not  eafily 
ejedt  himfelf  from  what  had  been  fo  long  in  his  pof* 
feflion  to  maintoin  which,  he  gave  Lhewelyn  battle  j 
But  the  da>'  going  againft  him,  himfelf,  with  his  four 
fons,  were  (lain  upon  the  fpot ;  upon  which,  Lhewc-* 
lyn,  without  any  regard  had  to  lago  the  fon  of  Edwal 
the  right  heir,  took  upon  himfelf  the  title  and  autho^ 
rity  of  Prince  of  all  Wales.  His  pretence  to  North- 
Wales,  was,  as  being  defccnded  from  Trawft  daugh^ 
ter  to  Elis,  fecond  fon  to  Anarawd,  who  was  the  eldeft 
fon  of  Roderic  the  Great  5  and  to  South  Wales,  as 
having  married  Angharad  the  only  daughter  of  Me- 
redith Prince  of  South  Wales ;  by  virtue  of  which 
preten&ons  he  affumed  to  himfelf  the  government  of 
all  Wales- 
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HEWELYN  having,  as  is  faid,  taken  upon 
him  the  general  government  of  Wales,    managed  his 
charge  with  fuch  prudence  iand  moderation,  that  the 
country  in  a  fhort  time  became  very  flourifhing  and 
jrofperous  ;    peace  and  tranquility  being  eftabliflied 
produced  plenty  and  increafe  of  all  things  neccflary  to 
luman  fubfiftencc :  For  there  was  none  that  could 
ay  any  claim  or  pretence  to  either  of  the  principa- 
lities, excepting  lago  the  fon  of  Edwal,  who  was  in- 
deed lawful  heir  of  North  Wales ;  but  either  too  weak 
to    withftand,    or  unwilling   to  difturb    Lhewelyn's 
title,  he  lay  quiet  for  a  time,  expefting  a  better  op- 
portunity 
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portiinity  to  recover  his   right;     In  thfe  mean  tim^ 
Cnute  being  crowned  king- of  all  England^  marries 
Emma   the  widow  of   King  E<Jflrcd ;    and  for  the 
.better  fecuring  the  Englifti  crown  to  himfelf  and  his 
heirs,  he  thought  it  expedient  to  difpatch  Edmund  and 
Edward  the  fons  of  Ironfidc  out  of  the  way.     B^jt  left 
fuch  an  execrable  fa6t  ihould  fcem  too  black  to  be 
done  in  England,  he  fent  the  two  youths  to  Solomon 
King  of  Hungary,  willing  him  to  ufe  fome  conve- 
nient opportunity  to  take   away   their  lives ;  which 
feemed  to  Solomon  fo  very  unnatural^  that  inftead  of 
complying   with,  Cnute*s   requeftj    he  educated  and 
brought  them   up  as  his  own  children.    But  Cnute 
imagined  now  that  his  fear  was  over,  and  his  bulinefs 
efFedlually  finiflied ;  fo  that  he  could  the  more  boldly 
demand  of  his  fubjefts,  what;  either  his  neceffity  or 
turiofity  vKOuld  prompt  him  to*    And  reflefting  with 
himfelfi  .Avhat  exceffive.  expence  he  had  been  at  irt 
the  conqueft  of  England,  was  jrefolved  that  the  Englifli 
ihould  i*epay  him  ;  and  therefore  required  a  fub/idy  of 
feventy  two  thoufand  pounds,  befides  eleven  thoufand^ 
which  the  city  of  London  contributed.    The  fame  tim« 
Meyric  the  fon  of  Arthfael,  a  perfon  of  quality  in 
Wales,  rebelled,  and  raifed  an  army  againft  Prince 
Lhewelyn,  who  nd  foofier  appeared  in  the  field  to 
quell  his  male-contented  General,  but  manfully  fle\V 
him  witlriirs  own;  hand,  and  eafily  difcomfited  his  f9l- 
lowers*  '  The  fame  time  Cnut*  failed  over  into  Den- 
mark, and  made  war  upon  the  Vandals,  who,  for  all 
that  they  had. a  greater  army  in  the  field,  were  over- 
come by  the  incomparable  valour  of  earl  Godwyn  5 
for  which  fkmoiis  adioil  Cnute  had  the  EhgUfh  in  great 
efteem  ever  after. 
^^J^^        But  Lhewelyh   Prince   of  Wales,  though   he  had 
lately  (fuelled  the  rebels  headed  by  Miyrlc,  ^as  no^ 
to  encountei*  with  arlother  difiSculty,  which  feemed  to 
threaten  greater'difturbance  and  trouble  to  him :  for  a 
certain  perfon  of  a  itieari  quality  in  Scotland,  Conaijig 
to  Scaith  Wales,  aOtinied  the  name  of  Run^  and  gave 
out  that  he  was  tlife  fdri  of  MeredifH  Prince'  of  South- 
Wales  5  to  whom  joined  a  great  number  of  the  no- 
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billty,  who  had  no  great  afFeftion  to  Lhewelyn,  and 
proclaimed  Run  Prince  of  South  Wales.     L.hewelyn 
being  then  in  North  Wales,  and  certified  of  this  fa- 
mous im^oftor,  drawing-  his  aVmy  together,  marched 
to  meet  him  ;  who,  with  the  whole  ftrength  of  South 
Wales,  then  lay  at  Abergwili,  where  he  abode  the  •ar- 
rival of  Lhewelyn.     When  ix)th  armies  were  ready 
to  jbih  featcle;  Run  makes  a  vaunting  fpceCh  to  hia 
foldiers,  aflTurinig  them  of  viftory ;  arid  fo  perfuading 
them  coirrageoiifly  to  faU'ort,  privately  hlmfelf  retired 
out  of  harm's  way ;  there  orte  might  have  obfefved  oh 
the  orl6  Tide  a  Valiant  ai*my  under  a  cowardly  general, 
and  on  the  other  part  &  Valiant  and  a  nt)ble  coni- 
n^afidef  engaging  with  a  flow  and  .a  faiht-hearted  af- 
my ;  for  Lhewelyn,  like  a  bold  and  caurageous  prince, 
ventured,  into  tlie  midft  bf  hi$  Enemies,   whllft  Ruti 
pvivately*  fntaked  ofFout  of  ail  danger;  ahdrhe  South 
Wales  thc&  were  more  fierce  and  eagfer  ih  the  caufe  cf 
a  pretender  than  the  North  Wales  men  to  maihtain  the 
qUarrel  of  a  prince  of  their  Owfi  blood.     But  after 
great  (laughter  on  both  fides,  the  North  Wales  hieh 
calling  to  mind  the  feveral  viftorics  they  had  obtained^ 
and  witlial  Ifeing  In  a  very  gi^at  meafure  animated  by 
the  incomparable  valour  of  their  prince,    fell  on  fo 
warmly,  that  they  put  their  eilemieS  tb  flight,  and  pur- 
sued. Rurt  fo  clofe,   that  riotwithftanding  his  feveral 
(hifts,  ftc.\\^$  at  hft  overtaken  afid  flain.     Lhcwelyn^ 
after'  this  vidory,  rerurned  laden  With  fpoil  into  North. 
Wales,  and  for  fome  time  lived  peaceably  atid  without 
diflrurbance  :  But  the  neit.  year  Howel  and  Meredith, 
the  fohs  of  Edwyn,  eonfpired  againft  him  atid  flew 
him,   leavirtg  behind  him  a  fon  called  GruflTydh  ap 
Lhewelyn,  whp  afterwards,  though  not  immediately, 
aiccndcd  to  the  prihcipalitj^  of  North  Wales. 
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lAGO   AP   EPWAL. 


A 


F  T  E  R  the  death  of  Lhewclyn,  lago  the  fbn 
Edwal,  the  true  heir  to  the  principality  of  North 
Wales,  who  had  been  all  this  time  wrongfijlly  kept 
from  it ;  thotighit  this  the  beft  opportunity  to  enter 
upon  his  right,  by  reafon  of  the  minority  oi  Grufiydh 
the  fon  of  Lihewelyn ;  upon  which  pretence  likewife 
Rytherch  the  fon  of  leftyn  forcibly  turned  the  prin- 
cipality of  South  Wales.  About  the  fame  time  Cnute 
King  of  England,  failed  over  to  Denmark  and  Swe- 
den, againft  Ulf  and  Alaf,  who  had  "moved  the  Fin- 
landers  againft  him ;  whom  he  fubdued  with  the  k^ 
of  a  great  part  of  his  army,  as  well  Engliih  as  Danes. 
Within  a  while  after  his  return  to  England,  he  made 
a  very  pompous  and  magnificent  journey  to  Rome  5 
more  to  fatisfy  his  ambidous  temper,  and  to  fignify  to 
the  world  his  greatneis  and  might,  which  he  exprefied 
by  his  coftly  prcfents  and  princely  behaviour,  than 
any  way  to  make  atonement  for  the  opprefllon  and 
bloodfhed  by  which  he  had  eftabliihed  mmfelf  in  his 
kingdom :  For  what  holinels  and  mortification  he  had 
learnt  at  Rome,  prefently  appeared  upon  his  return  to 
England ;  for  upon  no  provocation  he  marched  with 
an  anny  into  Scotland,  and  forced  Malcolm  the 
king  thereof,  together  with  Molbeath  and  Jennaiey 
the  kings  of  the  Orkneys  and  Ewill,  to  do  him  ho- 
mage. 
A.  D.  1031.  But  the  affairs  of  Wales  were  at  this  time  very  tur- 
bulent and  uneaiy ;  for  Howel  and  Meredith,  after  the 
murder  of  Prince  Lhewelyn,  expeded  to  enjoy  foroe 
part  of  his  principality  themfelves ;  but  finding  lago 
to  have  feized  upon  North  Wales,  and  Rytherch  upon 
South  Wales,  and  withal  perceivmg  their  own  power 
too  weak  to  oppofe  their  defigns,  they  invited  over 
the  Irilh-Scots,  to  their  aid  againft  Ryttoch  ap  leftyn. 

Prince 
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Prince  of  South  Wales.    By  the  help  of  thefe,  Howcl 
and  Meredith  prerailed  over  Rythcrch  •,  who  being  at 
length  flain,  they  jointly  took  upon  them  the  rule  and 
government  of  South  Wales.    But  this  was  not  a  fuf- 
ficient  title  to  eftablilh  them  fo  firmly  in  it,  that  their 
ufurpation  would  not  be  called  in  queftion;  for  theA.D.i«3i. 
Ions  of  Rytherch,  prefcntly  after  their  father's  death, 
gathered  their  forces  together  to  fight  with  the  bro- 
thers Howcl  and  Meredith,  who  met  at  Irathwy,  where 
a  cruel  battle  was  fought,  called  Gwaith  Irathwy  ;  and 
at  laft  the  fons  of  Rytherch,  were  put  to  flight.    But 
though  thefe  vi£tories,  the  one  over  Rytherch,  and 
the  fecond  over  his  fons,  feemed  in  a  great  meafure  to 
favour  Howel  and  Meredith's  pretence  to,  and  efta- 
blilhment  in  the  principality,  yet  fo  unpardonable  a     103}. 
crime,  as  the  murder  of  Lhewelyn,  a  prince  of  fo 
extraordinary  qualities,  could  not  remain  long  unre.- 
venged ;  for  the  fons  of  Conan  the  fon  of  Sitfylht, 
Prince  Lhewelyn's  brother,  were  refolved  to  return 
their  uncle's  murder  upon  the  two  ufurpers,  which  in 
a  Ihort  time  they  cflTcded  againfl:  Meredith,  who  met 
with  the  fame  end  from  the  tons  of  Conan,  that  he  had 
formerly  inflifted  upon  Lhewelyn.    But  thefe  civil  dif- 
cords  in  Wales  were  quickly  difcovered  by  the  En-     ^^^ 
gliib,  who  taking  advantrge  of  fo  fair  an  opportunity, 
entered  with  a  great  army  into  the  land  of  Gwent, 
where  alFter  they  had  committed  confiderable  wafte  for 
ibme  time,  Caradoc  the  fon  o£  Rytherch  ap  leftyn, 
gave  them  battle,  but  was  in  that  engagement  unhap- 
pily flain.   And  Aiortly  afterwards  died  King  Cnute,  the     103^. 
moft  famous  and  mightieft  prince  then  in  the  wefterti 
parts  of  the  world ;  whofe  dominions  extended  over 
all  Sweden,  from  Germany  almoft  to  the  north  Pole ; 
together  with  the  kingdoms  of  Norway  and  Denmark, 
and  the  noble  ifland  of  Britain.     To  him  fucceeded 
his  fon  Harold,  for  his  fwiftnefs,  furnamed  Harefoot, 
begotten  upon  Alwyn  the  daughter  of  Duke  AlfeLyn  ^ 
though  feveralfticklcd  firmly  for  Hardycnute,  his  other 
fon  by  Emma^  who  was  then  in  Denmark.  But  Harold 
being  once  advanced  to  the  throne,  took  care  to  eftablilh 
himielf  as  firmly  as  he  could  in  it ;  and  to  that  end, 
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thought  ir  expedient  to  banilh  out  of  his  dominion^ 
his  mother-in-law  Enima,  who  was  reftlcfs  to  promote 
the  ihtereft  of  her  own  Ton  Hardycnute,  and  to  bring 
him  to  the  crown  of  England. 
A.  t^  1037.  And  whilft  Harold  was  by  thefe  rtieafures  fettled  in 
his  throne,  lago  ap  Edwal  \vias  juA  upon  the  point  of 
lofing  his  principality  of  Korth  Wales  t  for  GrufFydh 
the  fon  of  I.hewelyri  ap  Sltfylhr,  fometifne  Prince  of 
North  Wales,  having  once  hinted  a  rebellion  againft 
lago,  was  fo  generally  encouraged,  and  univerfally  fol- 
lowed by  all  people,  for  the  lo'Ve  they  bbre  to  his 
father  ;  that  in  a  ftiort  time  his  army  mounted  to  an 
invincible  number.  However,  lago  was  not  fo  thorough- 
ly afirighted,  that  he  would  deliver  up  his  princij>auty 
without  drawing  a  fword  for  it;  but  providing  for 
himfclf  as  well  he  could,  and  drawing  together  what 
forcesMie  was  able;  he  gave  Gruffydh  battle  ^  But 
his  number  being  far  too  Weak  to  oppofe  fo  great  an 
army  as  fided  with  GrufFydh,  was  prefently  over- 
powered and  put  to  the  rout,  and  himfelf  flain,  leaving 
after  him  a  fon  called  Conan,  by  his  wife  Afandred, 
daughter  to  Gweir  the  fon  of  Pylh» 


•JiMMi 


GRUFFYDH  ap  LHEWELYN. 


X  AG  O  ap  tdwal  being  killed,  Gru6ydh  ap  Lhew- 
dyn  was  received  with  loud  acclamations,  and  joyfully 
faluted  Prince  o^  North  Wales  5  who  treading  in  his 
father's  fteps,  behaved  himself  in  his  government  with 
that  prudence  and  conduft,  that  he  manfully  defended 
his  country  from  the  frequent  invaliohs  of  the  En- 
glifti  and  Danes  :  for  he  was  fcarce  fettled  in  his; 
throne^  when  .thefe  inveterate  enemies  of  the  Welch 
entered  in  an  hoftile  manner  into  Wales,  and  advanced 
as  far  as  Crosford  upon  the  Severn,  where  GrufFydh 
met  them,  and  forced  them  fhamcfully  to  fly,  and  re* 

tire 


The   history   op   WALES.  tg 

tire  .b^ck  to  their  own  country.     From  thence  Gruf» 
fydh  paflcd  to  Lhanbadarn  Vawr  in  Cardiganlhire,  ^ 

which   he  laid   in   alhes  5    and    afterwards   marched 
through  all  the  country  of  South  Wales,  receiving  of 
the  people  oaths  of  fidelity  and  fubjcdlion  to  him.     In 
the  mean  time,  Howel  ap  Edivyp,  Prince  of  South 
Wales,  fled  to  Edwyn  brother  to  Lcofric  Earl  of  Chef- 
ter,  and  prevailed  with  him  to  come  with  an  army  con- 
(ifting  of  Engliih  and  Danes,  to  his  aid  agaii\ft  Gruf- 
fydh,   who  meeting  his  enemies  in  the  field,    eafily 
overcame  thenj,  Edwyn  bein^  flain  upon  the  fpot,  aod 
Howel  forced  to  prcferve  his  life  by  flight.     After 
which  vidlory,  GruSydh  having  reduced  all  the  coun- 
try of  Wales  to  fubje6tion,  returned' again  to  North 
Wales.     But  Howel  as  foon  as  he  could  recover  him- a*  P.  ioj9, 
felf  and  recruit  his  army,  entered  again  into  South 
Wales,   intending  the  recovery  of  that  principality, 
which  he  was  now  fo  well  aflured  of,  that  he  brought 
liis  wife  with  him  to  the  field,  to  let  her  fee  how  eafily 
he  could  conquer  and  overcome  Prince  GrufFydh.    But 
too  great  an  aflurancc  of  viftory  feldom  proves  prof- 
perous  i  which  Howel  prefentjy  experienced-,  for  Gruf- 
fydh  meeting  with  him  at  Pencadair,  gave  him  fb  warm 
an  entertainment,  that  he  was  forced  prefcntly  to  take 
his  heels,   which  however  could  not  fo  well  fecure 
him,  bpt  that  he  was  narrowly  purfued,  and  his  wife  who 
was  to  be  entertained  with  the  conqueft  of  Gruffydh, 
on  the  contrary,  faw  herfclf  taken  prifoner  by  him, 
and  forced  to  comply  fo  far  to  his  humour^  as  tq  be 
his  concubine. 

The  fame  time  Harold  King  of  England  died,^  and 
was  fucceeded  by  his  brother  Hardycnut^  a  Prince 
very  famous  for  hofpitality,  and  a  gr?at  lover  of  good 
chear,  having  his  tahjp  covered  four  times  a-day,  with 
great  plenty  and  variety  of  diflies,  with  other  fuper- 
nuities  for  all  comers.  But  h?  hkewife  dying  at  Lam- 
beth after  two  years  reign,  the  Epclifh  agreed  to  fend 
for  Alfred  the  eldeft  fon  of  Edelrcd  from  Normandy, 
and  to  make  him  king.  This  mefTage  by  no  mean$ 
pleafed  Earl  Godwyn,  a  man  of  great  fway  now  in 
|)nglan(Ji   >vho  knowing  Alfred  to  be  a  pcrfon  of 
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greater  fpirit  than  to  permit  him  to  domineer  as  h<s 
pleafcd,  endeavoured  all  he  could  to  diffuade  the  En- 
glifh  from  fending  for  Alfred.  He  ihewed  them  how 
dangerous  it  was  to  permit  a  warlike  nation  to  take 
root  in  their  country,  and  how  well  Alfred  was  ac- 
companied with  Normans^  to  whom  he  had  promiied 
the  chief  places  and  rule  of  the  kingdom ;  by  which  and 
other  like  infinuations  he  fb  difgufted  the  Englifh  no- 
bility agdnft  the  Normans,  that  to  diminifh  their  niun- 
ber,  they  put  every  tenth  man  to  death.  But  feeing 
this  was  not  fufficient,  tl^y  afted  the  fame  part  over 
s^wi,  and  tythed  them  a  lecond  time;  and  being 
highly  enraged  againft  the  Normans,  they  led  Alfred^ 
yrho  had  brought  them  over,  from  Gilford,  where  this 
execution  was  committed,  to  Gillingham,  where  ha- 
ying put  out  his  eyes,  they  removed  him  to  Ely,  and 
there  at  length  pitifully  murdered  iiim.  Then  they 
fent  for  Edward  out  of  Normandy,  and  made  hini 
king,  who,  according  to  his  promife  to  Earl  Godwyn, 
married  his  daughter  Edith,  a  lady  much  commended 
not  only  for  beauty,  modefty,  and  other  feminine  qua-^ 
lifications,  but  alfo  beyond  what  is  reouifite  for  a  wo« 
man,  learnipg.  .  But  King  Edward  did  not  deal  fo  fa* 
vourablv  wim  her  brother  Swane,  fon  to  Earl  God- 
wyn,  who  upon  fome  diftafte  was  baniflied  England, 
and  thereupon  forced  tp  l>etake  himfelf  to  Baldwj'n 
earl  of  Flanders,  by  whom  jie  was  very  honourably 
received. 
A.  D.  ic4t  Thefe  troubles  and  ftvolutions  in  England  were  fuc- 
cepdcd  by  others  of  no  lefs  confequence  m  Wales,  For 
Howel,  not  brooking  to  be  kept  fo  (hamefully  out  of 
his  kingdom,  returns  again  the  third  time  into  South 
Wales,  where  he  had  not  continued  long,  but  a  great 
number  qf  Grangers  landed  in  the  weft  of  Wales,  and 
advancing  farther  into  the  country,  pillaged  ind  dc- 
Uroyed  34!  places  they  came  to.  Howel,  though  dc- 
firoqs  to  referve  his  army  to  fight  with  Prince  Grufi^'dh, 
yet  could  not  beholcl  his  country  fo  miferably  wafte4 
and  over-run  by  ftrangcrs  j  and  thinking  moreover, 
that  by  fo  charitable  an  aftion  he  fhould  win  the  uni- 
ycrfaj  loye  of  the  Soutlj  Wales  men,  drew  iip  his 
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forces  againft  them,  and  overtaking  them  at  Pwl' 
Fynach,  forced  them  with  much  lofs,  to  retire  to  thet^ 
fliips ;  which  action  was  called  iii  Welch,  Gwaith  PwU 
Fynach.  At  the  fame  time  Conan  the  fon  of  lago  ap 
£dwal,  who  was  forced  for  fear ,  of  Prince  Gruffydh 
to  flee  to  Ireland,  with  the  forces  of  Alfred  king  of 
Dublin,  whofe  daughter  named  Ranulph  he  had  mar- 
ried)  landed  in  North  Wales  *,  and  having  by  fome 
treacherous  ftratagem  taken  Gruffydh,  triumphantly 
carried  him  prifoner  towards  his  fhips.  This  unhap* 
py  accident  being  difcovercd,  and  publickly  known, 
the  North  Wales  men  did  rife  on  a  uidden,  and  fo  un- 
expededly  overtook  the  Irifh,  that  they  eafily  reco- 
vered their  Prince,  and  drove  his  enemies  with  great 
(laughter  to  their  fhips;  who,  without  any  ferther  con* 
fulution,  were  glad  to  ftrike  fail  with  Conan  for 
Ireland.  And  now  Wales,  both  North  and  South, 
is  free  from  all  foreign  invafion,  and  Howel,  as  yet 
too  weak  to  difpute  his  title  with  Grufiydh;  fo  that  a.  2>.ia4s. 
the  next  year  could  be  fubje^fc  to  no  great  a<^ion,  in 
which  nothing  happened  remarkable,  iaving  |the  death 
of  Howel  tl^  fon  of  Owen  Lord  of  Glamorgan,  a 
man  of  great  quality  and  efteem  in  Wales.  But  as  1043. 
foon  as  Howel  could  call  in  his  Danes,  to  whom  he 
added  all  the  forces  he  could  raife  in  South  Wales  % 
he  intended  preiently  to  march  againft  Prince  Gruffydh. 
But  he  being  aware  aforehand  to  what  end  thole  levies 
were  defigned,  prepared  againft  the  enfuing  ftorm; 
and  to  avert  the  war  from  his  own  country,  marched 
courageoufly  to  South  Wales,  not  fearing  to  face  an 
enemy  whom  he  had  IhamefuUy  vanquiflicd  twice  al- 
ready. Both  armies  being  joined,  Gruffydh  eafily 
overcame,  and  purfued  Howel  as  far  as  the  Ipring- 
head  of  the  river  Towy,  where  after  a  long  and  a 
bloody  fight,  Howel  was  at  laft  flain,  and  his  arnry 
fo  univcrlally  routed,  that  few  efcaped  with  their 
lives.  But  though  Howel  was  dead,  yet  there  te- 
mained  ftill  more  pretenders  to  the  prmcipality  of 
South  Wales  j  fo  that  Gruffydh  was  in  no  great  pro- 
(pcGtto  enjoy  the  fame  peaceably :  For  as  foon  as  it  was 
publifiied  that  Howel's  army  was  defeated,  and  hmi- 
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ielf  flain,  Rytherch  and  Rhys  the  ions  of  RytJierch  ap^ 
leftyn  put  in  their  claim  taSqu^h  Wales  in  right  of 
their  ifather,  who  had  once  enjoyed  the  fovcreignty  of 
^hat  country.  And  in  order  to  the  recovery  of  the 
fame,  they  drew  together  a  great  army,  confifting  part-. 
iy  of  ftrangers  and  partly  of  fuch  as  they  could  raife. 
in  Gwentland  and  Glamorgan,  and  marched  to  fight 
with  Gruffydh.  The  Prince  according,  tp  his  ufual 
manner  detracted  no  time,  but  animating  .and  folacing 
his  foldiers  with  the  remembrance  of  their  former  vie- 
tories  and  conquefls,  bid  the  enemies  battle,  which 
proved  fo  very  bloody  and  terrible,  that  nothing  could 
part  them  befide  the  darknefs  of  the  night.  This  hat- 
tic  fo  tired  and  tamed  both  armies,  that  neither  was 
very  defirous  of  another  engagement,  and  fo  one  be- 
ing unwilling  to  let  upon  the  pther,  the/  both  agreed 
to  return  p  their  own  habitations,  The  fame  tiipc 
tofeph  bifliop  of  Teilo  or  Llandaf  died  at  Roine.  But 
both  armies  being  feparated,  Prince  Gruffydh  enjoyed 
^- quiet  and  unipolelled  poflefpon  of  aU  Wales  for 
gbout  twQ  years  -,  after  which,  the  gentry  of  Yftra4 
7owy  treacheroutfy  flew  140  of  th?  choice  of  his  army, 
which  he  took  in  fo  high  an  indignation,  that  to  revenge 
their  death,,  he  deftroyed  all  Dyfed  and  Yftrad  Tqw}'* 
About  the  fame  time,  Lothcn  and  flyrling  two  Da- 
nifh  pirates,  with  a  great  number  of  Danes,  landed  at 
Sandwich,  an4  having  plundered  the  town,  returned ' 
9gain  to  their  fhips,  and  failed  for  Holland,  where  they 
fold  the  booty  they  had  taken,  and  then  .returpc4  to 
^heir  own  country.  Shortly  afterwards  Earl  Swayq 
came  out  of  Depmark  with  eight  ftiips,  and  retvurn- 
cd  to  England,  and  coming  to  his  Other's  houfe  at 
JPevenefe,  humbly  requefted  of,  and  his  brothers  Ha- 
rold and  Toftie,  tq  endeavour  his  reponciliation  with 
the  Kipg.  ^arj  Beorned  po  prorpifed  to  intercede  for 
him,  and  going  to  Swayp's  fleet  to  fail  t;o  Sandwich, 
where  the  .King  then  lay,  he  was  by  the  way  mofl: 
treagheroufly  and  ungratefully  murdered,  and  his  body 
caft  upon  the  fliore,  which  lay  there  expofed,  till 
his  friends  hearing  of  the  fadt,  came  and  carried  it  to 
Winch<?fter^  apd  buried  it;  by  the  bo^y  of  King  Cnute, 
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peorned'3.pr}cle.  Swayn  having  committed  this  moft 
df?teftabk  xr^urder,  put  himfelfV again  under  the.pro- 
tiedion  of.  the.  earl  ot  Flanders,  not  daring  to  fji^w  his 
h.gt  in  Engl^d^^.  till  his  father  by  earncft  mediation 
wrought  his  peace  with  the  king. 

'  This  year  Cpnan  the  fon  of  lago  raifcd  again  an 
jSfcrroy  of.  his  friends  in  Ireland,  and  failed  towards 
WaleSj  purpbfing  to  recover  his  inheritance  in  that 
country.  JSut  when  he  was  come  near  the  Welch 
poaft,  diere  fuddeiUy  arofc  fuch  a  violent  ftorm, 
xhat  h)s  fleet  was  prcfently.  fcattered,  and  moft  of 
his  fhips  drowned,  which  ^rendered  this  expedition 
IneffcduaL.  About  the  fame  time,  Robert  archbifhop 
of  Canterbury  impeached  Earl  Godwyn  and  his  fons 
Swayn  and  Harold  of  treafon,  and  the  queen  of 
adultery,  and  upon  the  account  of  their  non-appear- 
jance  when  cited  before  the  the  peers  at  Glocefter,  the 
queen  was  divorced,  and  Godwyn  and  his  fons 
Lanifhed,  who  with  his  fon  Swayn  fled  to  Flanders, 
and  Harold  to  Ireland.  But  thefe  unlucky  clalhings, 
^d  the  ffiany  troubles  that  enfued  thereupon,  hap- 
pene4.  upjon  this  occafion.  Euftace  earl  of  Bologne  be^  • 
jng  married  to  God^  the  king's  fifter,  came  over  this 
year  tq  England  to  pay  king  Edward  a  vifit,  and  in 
his  reruns  to  Canterbury,  one  of  his  retinue  forcibly  - 
demanding  4  lodging,  provoked  the  maftcr  of  the 
houfe  fo  far,  as .  by  chance  or  anger  to  kill  him.  Eu- 
ftace upon  tliis  affront  returns  back  to  the  king,  and 
by  the  infinuations  of  the  archbifliop,  makes  a  loud 
complaint  againft  the  Kentilh-men ;  to  reprefs  whole 
infolencies,  earl  Godwyn  is  cornmanded  to  raife  forces, 
which  he  refuling  to  do, .  for  the  kindnefs  he  bore  to 
his  countrymen  of  Kent,  the  king  fummons  a  par- 
liament at  Glocefter,  and  commands  Godwyn  to 
appear  thpre.  But  he  miftrufting  either  his  own 
caufe,  or.  tfip  malice  of  his  adverfaries,  gathered  a 
powerful  afmy  out  of  his  own  and  his  fons  earl- 
4pms,  and  marched  upwards  Glocefter,  giving  out  that 
thcii:  forces  were  to  go  againft  the  Welch,  who  in- 
.{lended  to  iqvad?  the  Marflies.  But  King  Edward 
t>eing  fatisficdby  ;he  Welch  that   they  had  no  fuch 
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defign  in  hand,  commanded  Godwyn  to  difiniis  hi^ 
army,  and  to  appear  himfelf  to  anfwer  to  the  articles 
exhibited  againft  him.    Godwyn  refufing  to  obey,  the 
king  by  the  advice  of  earl  Leofrick,  fummoned  an  a£. 
fembly  at  London,  whither  a  great  number  offerees  ar- 
rived from  Mercia,  which  Godwyn  perceiving,  and 
withal,  finding  himfelf  unable  to  withftand  the  km^s 
proceedings,   privately  retired  with  his  fons  out  of 
the  kingdom,   and  fled  into  Flanders.    Whereupon 
the  king  ifllied  out   an  edift,  proclaimmg  Godwyn 
and  his  fons  out-laws,  and  then   co9fifcating  dieir 
ellates,  beftowed  them  upon  others  of  his  nobility. 
And,  to  purfue  his  diiplemire  the  farther,  he  divorced 
his    Queen    Edith,   earl   Gcdwyn's    dau^ter,     and 
committed  her  to  a  cloifter,  where  in  a  piean  con* 
dition  ihe  fpent  fome  part  of  her  life.    In  the  dtfl^ 
bucion  of  the  forfeited  eftates,  Adonan  obtained  the 
earldoms  of  Devon  [and  Dorfet,  and  Algar  the  ion  of 
Leofrick,  that  of  Harold.    But  Godwyn  could  not 
patiently  behold  his  eftate  beftowed  upon  another^ 
•   and  therefore  having  hired  fome  men  and  fhips  in 
Flanders,  he  failed  to  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  where  after 
that  he  had  made  a  fufficient  havoc^  he  put  in  at 
Portland,   which  he  treated  after  the  fame  manner. 
The  fame  time  Harold  having  failed  from  Ireland,  at 
length  met  with  his  father,  and  then  with  their  united 
navy,  they  burnt  Prevenefcny,  Romney,  Heath,  Folk- 
fton,  Dovf  r  and  Sandwich,  and  entering  the  Thames, 
they  deftroyed  Cheppy,  and  burnt  the  king^s  houfe 
at  Middlctown.    Then  they  failed  up  the  river  to* 
wards  London,  where  the  king's  army  being  ready 
to  oppofc  them,  a  treaty  of  peace  was.  by  the  means 
of  Biflbop  Stigand  agreed  upon,  which  proved  fb  ef» 
feftual  of  Godwyn's  fide,  that  the  king  received  him 
again  to  his  favour,  reftored  him  and  fons  to  all  their 
eSaces,   recalled  the  queen,  and  banilhed  the  airh* 
biihop,   with  all  the  Frenchmen  who  had  been  pro^ 
motcrs  of  that  unhappy  fuipicion  the  king  had  enter- 
tained of  them. 

About  this^time,  Rhys  brother  toGruffydh  Prince 
pf  Wales,  who  by  feyeral  irruptions  upon  xbt  bofders, 
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had  confiderably  gauled  and  damaged  the  Englifh, 
was  taken  and  put  to  death  at  Bulendun,  whofe 
head  being  cut  off,  was  prefented  to  the  king,  then 
at  Glocefter.  But  he  received  better  news  fome  time 
after  from  the  North,  for  Siward  earl  of  Northumber- 
land having  fent  his  fon  againft  Macbeth  king  of 
iScotland  vanquifhed  the  fons,  tho*  not  without  the 
lofs  of  his  fon,  and  many  others,  both  Englifh  and 
Danes.  But  Siward  was  not  caft  down  at  his  fon's 
fdeath,  but  enquiring  whether  he  received  his  death*s 
wound  before  or  behind,  and  being  affured  that  it  was 
before,  replied,  *'  He  was  very  glad  of  it,  for  he 
^  could  not  wifli  his  fon  to  die  otherwife/'  After  this 
viftory.  King  Edward  marched  in  perfon  to  Scot- 
land, and  having  again  overcome  Macbeth  in  battle, 
he  made  the  whole  kingdom  of  Scotland  tributary 
to  the  crown  of  England.  The  next  yeai*,  earl 
Godwyn  fitting  with  the  king  at  table,  funk  down 
dead  of  a  fuddpn,  being  choaked,  as  'tis  thought,  in 
iWallowing  a  morfej  of  bread  1  whofe  ^earldom  the 
king  beftowed  upon  his  fon  Harold,  and  his  upon 
AJgar  earl  of  Chefter. 

To  this  tone  is  referred  the  original  of  the  Stewards 
In  Scotland^  which  being  a  remarkable  pafTage,  and 
in  a  great  meafure  dependant  upon  the  affairs  of  the 
Welch,  is  rcquifitc  to  be  here  recorded.  Macbeth 
king  of  Scotland  having  caufed  Bancho  a  nobleman 
of  that  kingdom  to  hf^  inhumanly  murdered  ;  Fleance^ 
feancho's  fon,  to  avoid  the  like  cruelty  to  himfelf, 
iBed  to  Gruffydh  ap  Lhewelyn  prince  of  Wales,  who 
taking  a  very  great  liking  to  his  perfon,  and  withal 
commiferating  his  condition,  Ihewed  him  all  *the 
refped  and  kindnefs  poflible.  But  Fleance  had  not 
continued  long  with  Gruffydh  when  he  fell  enamoured 
upon  the  prince's  daughter,  and  having  obtained 
her  gpod-wil),  without  any  regard  had  to  her  fa- 
ther's civility  'towards  him,  abuled  her  fo  far  as  to 
beget  her  with  child.  Gruffydh  being  acquainted 
yvith  the  matter  of  fa6t,  fo  heinoufly  rcfented  the 
affront,  that  he  occafioned  Fleance  to  be  flain,  and 
treated  his  daughter  moft  fcryilfly  for  prollrating  her 
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chaftity,  efpecially  to  a  ftranger.  However,  (he  was 
in  a  fhort  time  delivered  of  a  fon,  whofe  name  was 
chriftened  Walter ;  a  child,  who  in  his  youth  exprcflcd 
very  great  hopes,  and  in  all  probability  like  to  make  a 
very  confiderable  man,  which  happened  according 
to  expedation.  But  the  firft  original  of  his  future 
greatnefs  happened  upon  a  very  accidental  occafion ; 
being  reprpgched  of  ba^lardifm  by  pnc  gf  his  fcUovr 
companions,  he  took  it  in  fo  ynpardonabl?  a  dudgeon, 
that  nothing  could  fatisfy  his  revenge,  but  the  life  of 
the  aggreflbr.  Being  upon  this  mifchance  affraid  to 
undergo  the  pyniftiment  of  the  law,,  he  thought  it  fafe 
to  fly  to  Scotland,  where  falling  in  company  with 
certain  Englifhmcn  who  were  come  thither  with 
queen  Margaret  lifter  to  E^gar  Edeling,  Jic  behaved 
himfelf  fo  foberly  and  djfcreetly,  that  he  won  the  fa- 
vour and  good  charafter  of  all  that  knew  him.  But 
his  fame  daily  iqcreafing,  he  grew  at  length  to  that 
height  of  reputation,  as  to  be  employed  in  the  moft 
inward  affairs  of  the  copnmonwealtli,  ai;d  at  laft  was 
inade  Lord  Steward  of  Spotljind,  from  which  office 
his  pofterity  retained  the  furname  of  Steward,  the 
kings  of  Scotland  of  that  name,  with  feveral  other 
families  of  quality  in  that  kingdom  being  defcended 
from  him. 

But  to  return  to  England,  Siward  the  worthy  e^rl 
of  Northumberland  died  about  this  time  of  the  bloody- 
flux,  a  man  of  a  rough  demeanour,  and  a  meer 
foldierly  temper,  as  he  plainly  m^nifefted  at  the 
point  of  death.  For  bewailing  his  misfortun?  that 
had  efcaped  fo  many  dangerous  engagenients,  and 
withal  difdaining  to  die  fo  effeminately  in  bed,  he 
caufed  himfelf  to  be  compleatly  armed,  and  as  it 
were  in  defiance  of  death,  prefently  expired  in  a 
piartial  bravery.  But  h}s  fon  being  too  young,  tlic 
king  beftowed  his  earldom  upon  Tofty  the  fon  of  earl 
Godwyn. 
1*54,  Wales  had  been  now  a  long  time  quiet,  and  void 
of  all  troubles  both  abroad  and  at  home,  but  it  could 
not  be  expcfted  that  fucK  a  life  Ihould  prove  dur- 
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bic,  but  fomething  or  other  would  create  new  com-' 
motions  and  dilhirbances.     Gruftydhfon  to  Rytherch 
ap  leffiyn  having  recruited  and  recovered  himfelf  after 
the  laft  blow  he  received  from  Prince  GrufFydh,  mufl: 
needs  venture  another  trial  for  the  principality  of  South 
Wales.      The  Prince   proxradidg  no  time,  fpeefdily 
marched  againft  him,  and  both  armies  being  joiried, 
GrufFydh  ap  RythcrA  was  eafily  vanquifhed,  and  in 
fine,  flain.  *  But  the  troubles  of  the  Welch  did  not 
end  with  him,'  for  Algai*  EaM  of  Chefter  being  con- 
vifted  of  treafon,  and  therelipon  baniflied  the  king- 
dom, fled  taGruffydh  Prince  of  Wales,  reqileftlng  hii 
aid  againft  king  Edward,  who,  repeating  the  frefjuent 
wrongs  he  had  received  at  the  hands  of  the  Englifh, 
by  upholding  his  enemies  againft  him,  gladly  embraced 
the  opportunity,  and  prpmiied  him  all  imaginable  fup- 
port.    And  thereupon  aflembling  his  forces,  he  entered 
-tvith  him  into  Herefordlhire,  and  advancing  into  the 
country,'  within  two  miles  of  the  city  of  Hereford, 
they  were  oppofed  by  Randulph  Earl  of  that  countr5% 
who  boldly  gave  them  battle.     The  fight  continued 
very  dreadful  and  dubious  for  fome  hours,  till  at  laft 
Gruffydh  fo  encouraged  his  foldiers  with  the  remem- 
brance bf  their  former  viftoric?  over  the  Englifh,  that 
they  fell  on  a-main,  and  eafily  difcomfited  Randulph, 
and  flew  the  beft  part  of  his  army.     Afterwards  they 
purfued  their  chace  to  the  town,  and  having  made  all 
the  waftc  and  havock  they  were  able,  they  laid  the  town 
itfclf  in  afhes,  andfo  returned  home  triumphantly,  laden 
with  rich  booty  and  plunder.     King  Edward  receiving 
notice  of  this  invafion,  prefently  gathered  a  great  army 
at  Glocefter  under  the  conduft  of  Harold  Earl  God- 
wyn's  fon,  who  courageoufly  purfuing  the  enemies,  en- 
tered into  Wales,  and  encamped  beyond  Stradclwyd. 
But  GrufFydh  and  Algar  dreading  t6  oppofe  him,  re- 
tired further  into  South  Wales^  of  which  Harold  be- 
ing certified,  leaves  one  part  of  his  army  behind  with 
orders  to  fight,  if  ocoafion  offered,  and  with  the  other 
pafTed  to  Hereford,  which  he  fortified  with  a  ftrong 
wall  round  the  town.     GrufFydh  perceiving  his  un- 
daunted induftry,   after  many  meflagcs  concluded  a 
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peace  with  Harold  at  a  place  called  Biligelfiagy  by 
which  articles  Algar  was  pardoned  by  the  King,  aod 
reftored  to  his  earldom  of  Chefter.  But  he  did  not 
continue  long  in  the  king's  favour,  for  about  two 
years  after,  upon  convi£bion  of  treafon,  he  was  again 
baniihed  the  land,  fo  that  he  was  forced  to  betake 
himfelf  to  his  old  friend  GrufFydh  Prince  of  Wales, 
by  whofe  aid,  and  a  fleet  from  Norway  in  Ipite  of 
of  the  king  he  was  reftored  to  his  earldom;  But  King 
Edward  was  (ore  offended  with  the  Prince  of  Wales 
for  harbouring  traitors,  and  therefore  to  be  revenged 
upon  him,  he  diibatched  Harold  again  with  an  ar- 
my to  North  Wales,  who,  coming  to  Ruthlan, 
burnt  the  Prince's  palace  there^  and  his  fleet,  that 
lay  in  the  harbour,  and  then  returned  to  the  king 
at  Gloceftcr. 

This  year  Edward  the  fbn  of  Edmund  Ironlide,  who 
was  fent  for  out  of  Hungary,  being  deflgned  fucceflbr 
to  the  crown,  came  to  England,  but  in  a  fliort  time  after 
his  coming,  died  at  London,  leaving  behind  him  a 
fon  called  Edgar  Edeiing,  and  a  daughter  named  Mar- 
garet, who  was  afterwards  queen  of  the  Scots,  and 
195$.  mother  to  Maud  the  wife  of  Henry  the  firft.  About 
two  years  after,  Roderic,  fon  to  Harold  king  of 
Denmark  came  with  a  confidcrable  army  into  Wales, 
and  being  kindly  received  by  Prince  Gruffydh,  united 
his  power  with  the  Welch,  and  fo  entered  into  Eng- 
land, which  they  cruelly  harrafled  and  deftroyed. 
But  before  they  could  advance  any  confiderable  di« 
ftance,  Roderic  was  compelled  to  fail  for  Denmaric, 
and  fo  Gruffydh  returned  laden  inth  fpoils  into 
Wales.  The  fame  time  Harold  Earl  Godwyn's  ion 
failing  to  Flanders,  was  driven  by  force  of  weather  to 
land  at  Poytiers,  where  being  feized  upon,  he  was 
brought  before  William  baftard  duke  of  Normandy, 
to  whom  he  declared  the  reafon  of  his  voyage,  that 
it  was  purpofely  to  tender  him  his  fervice  in  the  af- 
fairs of  England ;  and  fo  taking  an  oath,  firft  to  mar- 
ry the  duke's  daughter,  and  after  the  death  of  Ed- 
ward CO  fecure  the  kingdom  of  England  for  him, 
4  he 
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he   was  honourably  difmifled     Upon  his  return  to 
England,  by  the  perfualions  of  Caradoc  the  fon  of 
GruSydh  ap  Rytherch,  himfelf  with  his  brother  Tofty, 
raiied  a  great  army  and  entered  into  South-Wales, 
which  they  deftroyed  after    that  manner,   that  the 
Welch  were  glad  to  deliver  up  hoftages  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  antient  tribute,  which  afore-time  they 
were  uied  to  pxf.    Gruffydh  hearing  of  the  infolencies 
of  the  Engliih  m  South-Wales,  made  all  poffible  hafte 
and  preparation  to  oppofe  ibcm^  but  all  to  no  pur- 
poie ;  Harold  having  already  treacheroufly  hired  fome 
of  Grufiydh's  neareft  friends  to  murder  him,   who 
watching  their  opportunity,  executed  their  wicked  de- 
lign  and  brought  his  head  to  Harold,    Grufiydh  being 
dead,  Harold  by  King  Edward's  orders,  appointed 
Meredith  fon  ot  Owen  ap  Edwyn  prince  of  Souttv* 
Wales,  and  the  government  of  North- Wales  to  Blethyn 
and  Rywalhon  the  ions  of  Confyn,  brothers  by  the 
mother  fide  to  Prince  Grufiydh,  and  who  probably 
for  the  defire  of  rule,  were  acceflary  to  the  murder 
of  that  noble  prince.    This  Gruffydh  ap  Lhewelya 
enjoyed  the  principality  of  Wales  for  the  fpacc  of  thirty 
four  years ;  a  prince  of  incomparable  virtues,  both 
wife  and  valiant,  beloved  of  his  fubjedls  and  formidable 
to  his  enemines,  in  all  his  actions  he  behaved  himfelf 
sreat  and  princely ;  and  having  defended  his  country 
to  bravely  againft  all  foreign  oppofition  i  he  was  far 
unworthy  of  that  treacherous  ,and  cruel  death,  which 
his  unkind  fubjeds  and  unnatural  friends  beftowed 
upon  him.     He  left  iifue  but  one  daughter  called  Neft, 
abuied  firft  by  Fleance  Ion  of  Bancho,  and  afterwards 
married  to  Trahaern  ap  Caradoc  prince  of  North- 
JValcs, 
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AFTER  the depWable  murder ofPrtft^tf  Grufiydrti/ 
Meredith  the  Ton  6f  Ov^eH  ap  Bdriiryn^  who  ac- 
cording to  fome,  was  foh  to  Howel  Dha/did  take  opu 
bn  him,  as  *ris  faid,  the  government  of  SmtthAV^esj 
and  Blethyn  and  Rywalhon  thfe  fons  ^f  C'oniyn,  half 
brothers  to  Gruff}^dh,-as  defcended  frdm  Anghatad 
daughter  to  Meredith  fometime  prince  erf  Walcs^ 
entered  upon  the  primliipality  of  NorCfi-Wiles  ;  Cooan 
the  foh  of  lago  ap  Edwal  the  right^heir  co  that^crown 
being  then  with  his  father-in-laW' 'in;  Ireland.  This 
J)artition  of  Wales  fell  rfiuch  Ihort  of  th^e  ^stpedtatioa 
t)f  Cafatioc  ap  Gru^'dh  ap'  RythVrch^  who  being 
the  chief  promoter  of  Mar'o!d*s?makifig  an  e^peditioik 
againft  Gruffydh  ap  -TLhcwelyn,  made  ho  qudfttSn 
to  attain  to  the  government  of  Sovth-'Wfales,  in  cafe 
Gruffydh  got  the  worfc.  But  it  happened  :otheri 
wife;  Harold  being  fenfibfe  of  Caradoif &  fubtilty  and 
knavery,  and  doubting  whether  if  he  was  made 
prince  of  South-Wales,  he  could  obtiift;  ii  Ciercain  k>rd*- 
Ihip  nigh  Hereford,  which  he  had  a  longing  mirtd  ks 
made  a  compofition  with  Meredith  ap  Owen  for  the 
laid  lordfhip,  and  created  him  Prince  of  South  Walesa 
and  on  the  contrary  baniflied  Cafadbc  out  of  tbfc 
country.  Harold  having  obtained  his  requdV^  boik 
a  very  magnificent  houfe  at  a  place  calfcd  Portafcyth 
in  Monmouthfhire,  and  ftoring  it  with  great  quantity 
of  provifion,  fplendidly  entertained  the  king,  who 
honoured  him  with  a  vifit.  This  was  by  no  means 
plcafing  to  Tofly,  to  fee  his  younger  brother  in 
greater  cfteefti  and  favour  with  the  king  than  him- 
lelf,  and  having  concealed  his  difpleafurc  for  a 
time,  could  not  forbear  at  length  but  difcovcr  hi5; 
grievance.  For  one  day  at  Windfor,  while  Harold 
reached  the  cup  to  king  Edward,  Tofty  ready  to  burft 
2  .  for 
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IFot  envy  that  his  brother  was  fo  much  rcfpcfted  be- 
yotkd  himfclf,  could  not  refrain,to  run  furioufly  upon 
him^  and  pulling  him  hy  the  hair,  dra^d  him  to  the 
ground,  for  which  unmannerly  a^ion,  me  king  forbad 
him  the  court.     But  he  with  eontinvicd  rancour  and 
malice  rides  to  Hereford^  where  Harold  had  many  fer- 
vants  preparing  an  entertainment  for  the  king»  and  let- 
ting upon  them  with  his  followers  lopped  off  the  hands 
and  legs  of  feme,  the  arms  and  heads  of  others,  and 
threw  them  into  the  buts  of  wine,  and  other  liquors^ 
which  were  put  in  for  the  king's  drinking,  and  at  his 
departure  charged  the  fervants  to  acquaint  l>im,  ^*  That 
"  of  othet  frefh  meats  he  might  carry  with  him  what 
"  he  pleafed,  but  for  fauce  he  Ihould  find  plenty  provid- 
"  ed  ready  for  him,'*    For  which  barbarous  offence  the 
.  king  pronounced  a  fcntence  of  perpetual  baniflunent 
upon  him.     But  Caradoc  ap  Grufiydh  gave  a  finiihing 
ftroke  to  Harold's  houfe,  and  the  king's  entertainment 
at  Portafcyth  •,  for  coming  thither  fliortly  after  Tofty*g 
departure,  to  be  revenged  upon  Harold,  he  killed  all 
the  workmen  and  labourers,  with  all  the  fervants  he 
could  find,  and  utterly  defacing  the  building,  carried 
away  all  the  coftily  materials,  which  with  great  charges 
and  expence  had  been  brought  thither  tQ  beautify  and 
adorn  the  ftrudbure.    Soon  after  which^  the  Northum- 
brians (who  could  not^  endure  the  infplencies  of  the 
two  brothers  Harold  and  Tofty,  who  bearing  an  un-- 
controulable  fway  in  the  kingdom,  were  ufed  to  prac* 
tife  moft   helliih  villainies  to  encompafs  any  nian*$ 
eftate  that  difpleafed  them,)  in  a  tumult  at  York  be* 
fet  the  palace  of  Tofty,  and  having  pillaged  his  trea- 
fure,  flew  all  his  family,  as  well  EngUflimen  as  Danes* 
Then  adjoining  to  themfelves  the  people  of  Lincoln^ 
Nottingham  and  Derbylhire,  they  eleded  Marcher  th? 
fon  of  Karl  Al^ar  their  general,  to  whom  came  his  brQ- 
.  ther  Edwyn  with  a  confiderable  number  of  forces,  and 
a  great  party  of  Welchraen.     Then  they  marched  in 
an  hoftile  manner  to  Northampton,  where  Harold  met 
them,  being  fent  by  the  king  to  know  their  demai^ds  ^ 
to  whom  they  laid  open  their  grievances,  and  the  cruelty 
of  Tofty's-government^  and  at  laft^  with  an  abfolute 
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rdftifftl  of  admitting  him  again^  dcfired  that  Marchei* 
HiouW  be  appointed  Earl  over  them,  which  the  king 
^pon  the  reafonable  complaints  of  injuries  done  by 
iTofly,  eafily  granted,  and  willingly  confirmed  March- 
er's tide.  Whereupon  they  peaceably  returned  back 
to  the  North,  and  the  Welch  with  feveral  prifoners 
and  othef  booties  got  in  this  expedition,  returned 
to  Wales. 
A.D.xo«6  The  year  lollowiftg.  King  Edward  died,  and  was 
buried  at  Weftminfter,  being  the  laft  king  of  the 
Saxon  blood  before  the  conqueft  that  governed  the 
kingdom  of  England,  which  from  Cerdic  king  of  the 
W«ft  Saxons  had  continued  544,  and  from  Egbert 
the  liift  monarch,  171  years.  Edward  being  dead, 
the  next  debate  was  iibout  an  election  of  a  fucceflbr, 
Edgar  Edeling  bein^  fet  up  by  feme,  as  lawful  heir 
to  the  crown,  which  Harold  as  being  a  perfon  of 
greater  power  and  authority  in  the  kingdom,  much 
wealthier  and  better  befriended,  prefeiiSy  thwarted, 
and  brought  matters  fo  ctmningly  aboik,  that  hinfy- 
fclf  was  cliofen  king,  without  any  regard  obferved 
to  the  bath  and  promife  he  had  fomierly  made  to 
Willisun  Duk^  of  Normandy.  Duke  William  upon 
notice  of  Harold's  advancement,  how  that  he  had  ac- 
cepted of  th^  crown  of  England  contrary  to  the  ar- 
ticles between  them,  convened  together  his  nobles^  and 
laid  before  them  the  feveral  wrongs  and  affronts  he 
had  received  at  the  hands  of  Harold^  as  the  death 
of  his  coufin  Alfred,  the  banifhment  of  archbiftiop 
Robert,  Earl  Odan  and  all  the  Normans,  and  laftfy 
the  breach  of  his  oath  and  promiie.  Then  he  de- 
clared  to  them  the  pretence  he  had  to  claim  the  crown 
of  England,  that  Edward  had  given  him  formerly  an 
ablblute  ppomife  in  Normandy,  that  if  ever  he  cn^yed 
the  Englilh  crown,  Williato  Ihould  be  his  heir  5  which 
title,  though  in  itfelf  weak  and  infighificjmt  ferved 
William's  purp^  well  enough  to  make  an  expedi- 
tion againfft  an  inifrudcr.  Doke  William's  pretence 
feemed  plauflble  enough  to  the  Norman  nobility,  but 
the  difficulty  cS  the  undertaking  and  the  danger  of 
this  expedition  was  ibmething  perplexive)  and  made 
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them  left  inclinable  to  cnC9urage  fo  prccipitoos  an  un- 
dertaking i  which  they  the  more  diflikcd  upori  the  pcr- 
fuafion  of  William  Fitiolbcrt  the  duke's  dweri  whom 
they  pitched  upon  to  deliver  theif  thoughts  as  to  the 
expedition,  unto  the  duke.    But  he  inftcad  of  diflliad- 
ihg  him  from  this  voyage,   poiitically  declared  that 
hinnfelf  with  all  his  power  Were  ready  to  live  and  die 
with  him  in  this  expedition,  which  the  reft  hearing, 
could  not  but  oflfer  the  duke  their  fcrvice  in  the  fami 
manner ;  and  fo  all  things  were  prepared  for  an  in- 
vaiion  of  England,    In  the  mean  while  Toftv,  foil  of 
indignation  at  his  brother's  advancement  to  tne  crown^ 
entered  the  riter  Humber  with  forty  fail,  but  mectmg 
with  Earl  Edwyn  who  came  to  oppofe  him,  he  was 
forced  after  a  tonfiderable  encounter  to  bear  off,  and 
lecure  himfelf  by  flight.    But  meedng  with  Harold 
king  of  Norwa]^  upon  the  coaft  of  Scotland^  coming 
for  England  with  three  hundred  ikil,  he  joined  his 
forces  with  Harold,  and  fo  both  together  entering  the 
Humber,  they  landed  their  army  and  marchw  tQ 
York,  where  the  Earls  Edwyn  and  Marcher  unfuc* 
cefsf  ully  gave  them  battle.    Having  pillaged  and  de* 
ftroyed  that  tity,  they  paficd  on  to  Stamford-bridge^ 
and  there  met  with  king  Harold,   who  with  a  well 
difciplined  army  was  come  to  ftop  dieir  farther  caJrccr. 
After  a  long  and  a  terrible  fight^  and  much  bloodflied 
on  both  fides^  the  Norwegians  began  at  laft  to  give 
back,  which  the  Englifh  perceiving,  fell  on  fo  man* 
fully  that  few  ot  none  efcaped  with  thcit  lives,  Ha- 
rold and  Tofty  being  alfo  flain  upon  the  fpot.    On$ 
of  the  Norwegians  is  defcrvedly  recorded  for  his  in- 
comparable exploits  performed  in  this  batde,    who 
With  incredible  valour  maintahling  the  bridge  againfC 
the  Whole  ftrength  of  the  Englifh  army  for  above  atj 
hour  with  his  fingle  fefiftance  delayed  their  vifbory, 
and  having  flain  a  great  number  ck  his  enemies,  h9 
Icemed  invincible,  till  iil  the  end,  no  one  darmg  to 
grapple  with  him  fairly,  be  was  run  through  with  ^ 
fpear  from  under  the  bridge,   and  fo  by  his  fall,    a 
paiTage  was  opeoed  for  purfuit  to  compleat  the  vie- 
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tory,    Kmg  Harold  ovcr-joycd  with  this  fuccefs,  tri- 
umphantly .  entered  into   York,  and  whiM   he  was 
making  merry  with  his  nobles  at  a  fumptuous  feafr, 
news .  came  that  Duke  William  of  Normandy  was 
lafely  landed  at,  and  began  to  fortify  himfelf  in  Ha- 
iiings,  with  which  tidings  being  no  way  daflicd,   as 
fearing  nothing  after  his  late  viftory,   he  forthwith 
marched  towards  him^  and  as  foon  as  he  was  arrived 
in  Suffex,  without  any  confideration  of  the  fati^c 
his  army  had  underwent  in  their  march,  bid  William 
battle.    The  Duke  dividing  his  army  into  five  batta- 
lions, made  a  long  harran^ue  to  his  foldiers,  wherein 
he  repeated  and  commended  the  noble  a£ts  of  their  an- 
ceftors  the  Danes  and  Norwegians,  who  had  perpe- 
tually vanquiftied  the  Englifli  and  French,  and  other 
nations,  as  many  as  they  had  to  do  with;  how  that 
themfclves  bemg  well  horfed  and  armed,  were  now  to 
engage  with  a  people  void  of  both,  who  had  no  other 
defence  to  trufl:  to,  than  the  nimblenefs  and  iwiftnefs 
of   their  heels.    Both  armies  being  joined  upon  the 
ipurteenth  day  of  Oftober,  Duke  William  after  fome 
hours  engaging  ordered  his  army  fo  to  retire,   as  if 
they  feemed  to  fly,  which  the  En^lifh  perceiving, 
broke  their  ranks  in  hafte  of  purfuing  the  fuppoled 
chace,  which  falling  out  according  to  me  Duke's  ex- 
pedUtion,  he  fent  in  a  frelh  fupply  of  Normans,  who 
falling  upon  the  confufed  battalions  of  the  Engliih, 
cafily  overcame  them,   and  Harold  receiving  firft  a 
wound  by  an  arrow,  were  at  length  (lain,  and  then 
both  the  field  and  the  viftory  were  left  to  the  Nor- 
mans.   The  day  being  thus  won,  William  from  this 
time  called  the  Conqueror,  went  ftraight  to  London, 
where   he  was  received  with   all   poffible  formality, 
and  upon  Chriftmas-day  folemnly   crowned  king  of 
England.      This   change  and  alteradon  in  England, 
was  afore  prognofticated  by  a  comet  which  appeared 
in  the  fprlng  of  this  year,  upon  which  a  certain  poet 
xn^de  the  following  yerfes ; 

Anno  milkm  fenageno  qtioque  feno^ 
JingUrum  nuu  ftammas  cenfen  comets. 

King 
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King  William  having  cftabliftied  himfelf  in  the  a.  d.  1066. 
crown  of  England,  pafled  over  the  next  year  to  Nor- 
mandy, to  to  fettle  affairs  there,  as  afterwards  they 
might  have  no  need  of  his  prefence.  In  the  mean 
while  Edgar  Edeling  taking  advantage  of  his  abfencr, 
returned  from  Scotland  to  York,  being  declared  king 
by  the  inhabitants  of  the  country,  who  had  already 
flain  Robert,  upon*  whom  William  had  beflowed  that 
earldom  with  nine  hundred  of  his  men.  But  the  king 
upon  his  return  from  Normandy,  prefently  marched 
to  the  North,  and  having  fufficiently  revenged  himfelf 
upon  the  inhabitants,  by  wafling  and  deflroying  their 
country,  chafed  Edgar  to  Scotland  again.  The  like 
advantage  Edric  Sylvaticus  the  fon  of  Alfric  Earl  of 
Mercia  embraced,  who  refufing  to  own  any  fubmif- 
fion  to  the  conqueror,  took  the  opportunity  of  his  de- 
parture to  Normandy  to  fall  foul  upon  fuch  as  were 
appointed  vicegerents  and  governors  of  the  kingdom 
in  his  abfcnce.  Whereupon  Richard  Fitzfcrope  go- 
vernor of  the  caftle  of  Hereford,  with  the  forces  un- 
der his  command  fo  bitterly  gauled  him,  by  wafting 
and  confuming  his  lands,  and  carrying  off  the  goods 
of  his  tenants,  that  he  was  compelled  to  defire  aid 
of  Blethyn  and  Rywalhon  princes  of  Wales,  by  whofe 
help,  to  recompence  the  lofs  he  had  received,  he  pat 
fed  into  Hereford,  and  after  that  he  had  ovcr-run  and 
pillaged  the  country  to  Wyebridge,  returned  back 
with  exceeding  great  booty.  But  no  fooner  were  Ble- 
thyn and  Rywalhon  arrived  in  North  Wales,  but  they 
received  news  of  a  rebellion  raifed  againft  them  by 
Meredith  and  Ithel  the  fons  of  GrufFydh  ap  Lhewelyn, 
who  had  drawn  together  a  confidcrable  number  of 
men,  upon  pretence  of  recovering  the  principality  of 
North  Wales,  which  they  faid  was  fraudulently  de- 
tained from  them.  Blethyn  and  Rywalhon  did  not 
delay  to  march  to  find  the  enemie§,  and  meeting  with 
them  at  a  place  called  Mechain,  without  any  farther 
ceremonies,  fet  upon  the- rebels,  who  behaved  them- 
felves  fo  gallantly,  that  after  a  fight  of  feveral  hours, 
they  wanted  nothing  but  number  to  compleat  the 
vidtory.     There  fell  in  this  battle  on  the  one  fide 
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Prince  Ry  walhon,  and  cm  the  other  Ithcl,  who  being 
flaipj  Meredith  was  forced  to  give  ground,  and  en- 
deavour to  fave  hinafelF  by  flignt,  which  could  not 
^cure  him,,  he  being  narrowly  purfi^ed  by  Blethyo, 
that  in  fine,  he  wa?  glad  to  efcape  to  the  mountains^ 
where  for  want  of  viJSluals  and  other  ncceffarics,  hd 
quickly  perilhed,  leaving  Blethyn  ap  Confyn  folc 
Prince  ot  North  Wales  and  Po^is.  During  thefe 
Welch  difturbances,  Swane  king  of  Denmark^  an4 
Ofbiirn,  his  brother  with  three  hundred  fail  came  up 
the  Hun)ber,  and  being  joined  by  Edgar  Edeling 
^nd  Earl  Wajtelfe,  marched  to  York,  and  taking  the 
caftle  difpofed  of  their  forces  to  winter-quartprs,  be- 
twixt the  rivers  of  Oufe  and  Trent. '  The  king  under^ 
(landing  the  matter,  poited  to  the  North ;  whole 
coming  fo  dalhed  the  confederates,  that  they  quickly 
difperfcd  their  power,  and  the  Danes  efcaped  to  tKcir 
ihips,  and  the  king  'having  taken  vengeance  upon  the 
rebellious  inhabitants  of  the  ^oujr^try,  and  upon  his 
fubmiflion,  having  pardoned  Earl  Waltelfe^  returned 
back  to  London. 


BLETHYN   ap    CONFYN. 
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BOUT  the  fame  time  Caradoc  fon  to  Gruf- 
fydh  ap  Rhyther'cH  ap  Icftyn  all  this  while  being  forel 
Jy  diflatisfied  that  he  icould  not  attain  to  the  principa- 
lity of  South  Wales,  invited  over  a  great  number  of 
Normans,  to  whom  he  joined  all  the  forces  he  could 
raife  out  of  Gwcntlarid,  and  other  p^rts  of  ^/^alcs* 
Then  fctting  upon  Prince  Meredith  who  was  far 
too  weak  to'  encounter  fo'confiderable  an  army,  gav^ 
him  an  eafy  overthrow  near  the  river  Rymhy,  whew 
Meredith  was  (laii^  and  loCar^dpc  obtained  the  go- 
vernment of  South  Walp5,  which  jfor  a  long  time  he 
nad  endeavoured  finiftrioufly  to  encompaiS.  |ie  ha4 
(bmettme  afore  procured  Harold  to  m^t  an  in^afion 
4  *  upon 
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tipon  GrufFydh  ap  Lhewclyn,  purpofely  that  hinafetf 
might  arrive  at  the  principality  of  South  Wales  ;  and 
failing  then  of  bis  expedition,  he-  now  invites  over 
the  Normans,  not  being  willing  to  tru(t  the  Engliih 
any  mo^fe,  by  reafon  that  he  had  fo  ungratefully  been 
baulked  by  P^arold:  fo  that  it  feems  he  cared  not 
by  what  courfe,  or  by  whofe  ipeans  he  fhould  gain 
his  point;  though  it  were  by  the  ruin  and  deftruc- 
tion  of  his  country,  which  hitherto  he  had  earneftly 
promoted.  Being  at  length  advanced  to  his  long  ex* 
peded  government  of  South  Wales,  (which  though  not 
recorded,  fcems  yet  very  probable,  by  reafon  that  his 
fi>n  Rhytherch  ap  Caradoc  enjoyed  the  fame  very 
ibon  after)  he  did  not  enjoy  this  honour  long,  but 
dying  in  a  ihort  time  after  his  advancement,  left  to 
fucceed  him,  his  foii  Rytherch  ap  Caradoc.  At  the 
fame  time  that  Caradoc  carried  on  this  rebellion  ia 
Wales,  the  Earls  Edwyn,  Marcher,  and  Hereward 
revolted  from  the  king  of  England  i  but  Edwyn  fuf- 
pe<5tiog  the  fuccefs  of  their  affairs,  and  determining 
to  retire  to  Malcolm  king  of  Scotland  in  his  journey 
thither  was  betrayed,  and  flain  by  his  own  followers. 
Then  Marcher  and  Hereward  betook  themfelves  to 
the  Ifle  of  Ely,  which  though  fufiiciently  fortiiiec^ 
was  fo  warmly  befieged  by  the  king^  that  Marcher  and 
kls  acccHnplices  were  in  a  fhort  time  forced  to  fur^ 
Bender  them^ves  up  prifoners ;  only  Hereward  madc^ 
his  efcape  to  Scotland:  but  th?  king  followed  him^ 
^  clpfe ;  and  after  he  had  received  hon^ge  of  Mal- 
colm king  of  Scotland,  returned  back  to  England ; 
and  after  a  fhort  ftay  here,  pafled  over  to  Notmandy, 
where  he  received  Edgar  Edeling  again  to  mercy. 

The  next  year,  the  Norn[jarxs  havipg  already  tailed  a.  0.1071. 
of  the  fweetnefs  of  wafting  and  plundering  a  country, 
c^me  over  again  to  Wales;  and  having  Spoiled,  aid 
deftroyed  Dyied  and  the  county  of  Cardig^i\,  r^turntxl 
home  with  very  great  fpoil ;  and  the  foi^lpwipg  v^r 
failed  over  ag^n  for  more  booty.  About  the  fame 
time,  Bleythyd  bifliop  of  St.  David's  died,  and  was 
fucceeded  by  one  Sulien.  But  this  was  not  all  the 
iptsforiUAe  that  befel  the  Welch  •,  for  Radulph  Earl 
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^f  the  Eaft  Angles,    together  with  Roger  Earl  pf 
Hereford  and  Earl  Waltelpe,  entered  into  a  confpi- 
racy  againft  King  Williaofi,    appointing  the  day  of 
marriage  between  Radulph  and  Roger's  lifter,  which 
was  to  be  folemnized  in  Effex ;  to  treat  of  and  con- 
clude their  defigri.     Radulph's  mother  Was  come  out 
of  Wales,   and  upon  that  account,   he   invited  over 
fevcrarbf  h€r  friends  and  relations  to  the  wedding; 
liacaning*  chiefly  by  this  Teeming  affe£lion,   by  their 
help  and  procurement  to  bring  over  the  princes  and 
jicople  of  Wales,  to  favour  and  aflSft  his  undertaking. 
But  King  William  beinjg' acquainted  with  the  whole 
plot,  quickly  ruined  all  their  intrigues  -,  unexpefted- 
ly  comihg  from  Normandy  furprifcd  the  confpbatdrs  ; 
only  Radulph,  who  either  doubted  of  the  fuccels  of 
their  aflfairs,  or  elfe  had  intimation  given  him  of  the 
king's  landing,  before  hand  took  (hipping  at  Norwich, 
ind  fled  to  Denmark.    Waltelpe  and  Roger  were  ex- 
ecuted, and  all  the  other  adherents ;  more  particular* 
ly  the  Welch,  fome  of  whom  were  hanged,  others  had 
A.  D.X073.  their  eyes  put  out,  and' th6  reft 'were  banilhed.    S^n 
after,  Blethyn  af)  Confyn' Prince  of  Wales  Was  baifely 
and  treacheroiifly  murderfcd  by  Rhys  ap  Owen  ap  Ed* 
wyn  and  the  gentlemen  of  Yftrad  Tywy,  after  he  had 
reigned  thirteen  years :  a  prince  of  fingqlar  quaiifica* 
tions  and  virtues,  and^a  great  obferver  of  juftice  and 
equity  t6ward$  his  fubjefts  j  he  was  very  liber^  and 
magnificent^   being  indeed  very  able,  having  a  pro- 
digious and  almoft  an  ilicredible  eftate,  as  appears  by 
.    tiiefc  vcrfes  made  upon  him  5  •         .  ,  ; 

Blethyn  ap  Confyn  bSb  Cwys 
Ethan  bioedb  bin  B&wis.  ' 

He  had  four  wives,  by  whom  he  had  iffue,  Mere- 
dith by  Haer  *  daughter  of  Gylhyri,  his  fifft  wife; 
Lhywarch  and  Cadogan  by  the  fecond;  Madoc  and 
Rir)'d  by  the  third  i  and  lorwcrth  by  his  laft.   * 
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L  E  T  H  Y  N  being,  as  is  faid,  traiteroufly  mur* 
dered,  there  was  no  regard  had  to  his  iflue,  as  to  their 
right  of   fucccflion  •,    but  Trahacrn  ap  Caradoc  his 
coufin-german   being  a  peribn  of  great   power  and 
fway  in  the  country  was  unanimoufly  elefted  Prince 
of  North  Wales,  and  Rhys  ap  Owen  with  Rytherch 
ap  Caradoc  did  jointly  govern  South  Wales.     Tra- 
hacrn indeed  had  none  of  the  leaft  pretence  to  that 
principality,  as  having  married  Neft  the  only  furviy- 
mg  iflue  of  that  great  prince,  Gruffydh  ap  Lbewelyn  ; 
his  two  fons  Meredith  and  Ithel  being  lately  flain  in 
their  attempt  againft  Blethyn  and  Rywalhon.    But  his 
title  could  not  fecure  him  in  his  government  as  much 
sii  his  poflcflion,  fince  there  Was  one  ilill  living,  though 
much  regarded,  who  without  any  difpute,  was  true 
heir   and   proprietor  of    the  principality  of  North 
Wales.     And  this  was  Gruffydh  fon  to  Conan,  fon 
to  lago  ap  Edwal,  who  being  informed  of  the  death 
of  Btethyn  ap  Cohfyn,  and  the  advancement  of  Tra- 
haern,  thought  this  a  proper  time  to  endeavour  the 
recovery  of  what  was  truly  his  right,  aiid  out  of  which 
he  had  been  all  this  time  moft  wrongfully  excluded* 
Wherefore  having  obtained  help  in  Ireland,  where  he 
privately  fojourned  during  the  reign  of  Blethyn  ap 
Confyn,  from  Encumalhon  king  of  Ultonia,  Ranalht 
and  Mathawn  two  other  kings  of  that  country,  he 
failed  for  Wales,  and  landed  in  the  ifle  of  Anglefey^ 
which  he  eafily  reduced  and  brought  to  fubjeftion; 
At  the  fame  time  Cynwric  ap  Rywalhon,   a  noble- 
man of  Maelef  or  Bromfield  was  flain  in  North  Wales, 
but  how,  or  upon  what  account,  is  not  known.     But 
whilft  Gruffydh   ap  Conan  endeavours  to  difpoflefi 
Trahaern  out  of  North  Wales,  Grohow  and  Lhewelyn 
Ac  ions  of  Cadwgan  ap  Blethyn  haying  united  their 
I  .   >     .!     .....    ,       . ,    '  ■  ^  ,  •     •  •  forces 
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forces  with  Caradoc  ap  Gruffydh  ap  Rytherch,  intend^ 
cd  to  revenge  ^the  murder  of  their  grandfather  Ble- 
thyn  ap  Confyn,  upon  Rys  ap  Owen  and  Rytherch  ap 
Caradoc,  the  joint  rulers  of  South  Wales.  And  then 
marching  confidently  to  find  them,  both  armies  met 
together  and  fought  at  a  place  called  Camdhwr ;  where 
after  a  fore  engagement,  the  fons  of  Cadwgan  at  length 
ebtwied  a  glorious  vi6fc6ry.  In  North  Wales  the  fame 
time,  Gruffydh  ap  Coean  having  eftabliihed  his  poficf- 
fion  of  the  ifle  of  Anglefey,  intended  to  proceed  far* 
ther  in  the  continent  of  Wales  *,  to  which  end,  hav- 
mg  tranfported  his  forces  over  the  river,  encamped 
in  the  neighbouring  country  of  Carnarvonihire,  pur* 
pofing  to  reduce  North  Wales  by  degrees.  Trahaem 
ap  Caradoc  being  informed  of  this  defcent  of  Gruf* 
fydh's,  rfps9^  all  pofldbk  fpeed  to  prevenn  kis  farther 
progrds ;  and  having  m^^  all  necefiary  preparatioaa 
that  the  fhortnefs  of  the  opportunity  would  permit, 
ho  drew  up  his  forces  to  Bron  yr  Erw,  where  he  gave 
Gruffydh  battle,  and  m  fine  put  him  to  a  fiiaoieful 
flight  a  ib  that  he  was  glad  to  retire  bsick  £afc  to 
Anglefey. 
iMX  1074.  The  next  year  Rytherch  ap  Caradoc  Prince  of  South 
'  Wales  died,  being  murdered  through  (he  unnatural 
villainy  of  his  couJin-german  Meyrchaon  ap  Rhys  ap 
Rytherch;  after  whom  Rhys  ap  Owen  obtained  tliH^ 
fble  government  of  South  Wales :  bdt  his  enioymcm 
of  the  whole  principality  was  not  very  lafting,  and 
icarce  at  all  void  of  trouble  and  vexation  of  war« 
1075.  For  fhortly  after  the  death  of  Caradoc,  the  fons  of 
Cadwgan  thinking  they  might  eafily  now  foil  and  van- 
quiih  one,  feeing  they  had  fome  tioie  ago  vt6tbriouOy 
overcome  both  princes  together,  with  all  the  forces 
t;hey  could  raife,  fet  upon  Rhys  again  at  a  place  called 
GwanySyd ;  who  not  being  able  to  endure  their  num* 
ber,  was  routed  and  forced  to  iSee ;  however  the  blow 
was  hot  fo  mortal,  but  that  Rhys  gathered  together 
new  levies,  by  the  help  of  which  he  was  emboldened 
ftill  to  maintain  himielt  in  his  principality.  But  F<m^- 
,  tune  which  had  advanced  him  to  the  crown,  feemed  now 
to  frown  aland  crofs  all  his  endeavours  and  undertak- 
ings 
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ings  and  being  reduced  to  ^  very  .weak  condition  in  the 
late  battle,  he  was  fet  upon  by  a  frefh  enemy,  beforet 
he  could  nave  fufficient  time  to  recover  ^nd  recruit 
hinifdf.  For  Trahaern  ap  Caradoc  Prince  of  North 
Wales^  perceiving  the  weaknefs  and  inability  of  Rhys 
to  make  oppofition  againft  any  foreign  enenw  that 
invaded  his  territories,  thought  it  now  very  feafiblc 
to  obtain  the  conqueft  of  South  Wales,  ^nd  thcn't0 
annex  it  to  his  own  principality  of  North  Wales* 
Being  egged  qs\  by  thete  pleafant  imaginations,  h?  dif- 
patched  his  afmy  to  South  Wales,  to  fight  with  Rhys, 
who  with  all  the  forces  he  could  polpbly  levy,  as  lay- 
ing his  whole  fortune  upon  the  event  of  this  battle, 
boldly  met  him  ^t  Pwihgwttic  j  where  after  a  teidious 
fight  pn  both  fides,  K^hys  haying  loft  the  beft  part  pf 
his  army,  was  put  to  flight,  and  fo  warmly  pupfued, 
that  after  long  fhifting  from  place  to  piacf,  himfelf 
with  his  brother  Howd  fell  at  length  into  the  hands  of 
Caradoc  ap  Grufi^ydh,  who  put  thejn  both  to  deaths 
in  revenge  of  the  bafe  murder  of  Blcthyn  ap  Confyn, 
by  them  formerly  tranfafted.  The  principality  of 
South  Wales  being  thus  vacant  by  the  death  of  Rhys 
ap  Owen;  Rhys  fon  to  Theodore,  ap  Eineon^  ap  Ow- 
en, ap  Howel  Dha,  as  lawful  heir  to  that  govcrnmeht, 
iput  in  his  claim,  which  being  very  plain  and  evident, 
to  prevailed  with  the  people  of  the  country,  that  they 
un^nimoufly  elefted  him  for  their  prince ;  mqch  against 
theexpeStation  of  Trahaern  ap  Caradoc  Prince  of  North 
Wales.  The  next  year  St.  JDavid's  fuffered  greatly  by 
Grangers,  who  landing  there  in  a  confiderable  number,A.  d,  1077., 
Jpoiled  and  deftroyed  the  whole  town  5  fhortly  after 
which  barbarous  aftion,  Abraham  bilhop  of  that  fee 
died;  and  then  Sullen,  who  the  year  before  had  re- 
lihquiflied  and  refigned  up  that  bifhoprick,  was  com- 
pelled to  refume  it.  * 

•  The  government  of  all  Wales  both  North  and  «o7^ 
South,  had  been  now  for  a  long  time  fupplied  by  ufur- 
pers,  and  forcibly  detained  from  the  right  and  legal 
Inheritors;  but  Providence  would  fufFer  injuftice  to 
rcign  no  longer,  and  therefore  reftored  the  rightful 
tieirs  to  their  principalities.  Rhys  ap  Theodore  had 
* "  '  .         .  •  •  .      .     '  aftual 
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aftijal  poffeflibn  of  South  Wales  5  and  there  wanted 
po  mpre  at  this  time,  but  to  bring  in  Gruffydh  ap 
Conan  to  the  principality  of  North  Wales  ;  both  thcfe 
princes  being  indiiputably  right  and  lawful  heirs  to 
their  refpeftive  governments,  as.  lineally  defcendcd 
from  Roderic  the  Great,  who  was  legal  proprietor  of 
all  Wales.  Gruffydh  ap  Conan  had  already  reduced 
the  ifle  of  Anglefey,  but  not  being  able  to  levy  a  fuf- 
ficient  army  from  thence  to  oppofe  Trahaern,  he  in- 
vited over  a  great  party  of  Irifh  and  Scots,  and  then 
with  his  whole  army  joined  with  Rhys  ap  Theodore 
Prince  of  South  Wales.  Trahaern  in  like  manner  af- 
fociating  to  himfelf  Caradoc  ap  Gruffydh  and  Mailyr 
the  fons  of  Rywalhon  ap  Gwyn  his  coufiixs-german, 
the  gteateft  and  moft  powerful  men  then  in  Wales, 
drew  up  his  forces  together,  with  refolution  tp  fight 
them*  Both  armies  meeting  upon  the  mountains  of 
Curno,  a  terrible  and  cruel  battle  enfued  prefently 
thereupon ;  which  proved  the  more  fierce  and  bloody, 
by  reafon  that  both  parties  refolutely  referred  their 
whole  fortune  to  the  fuccefs  of  their  arms  ;  and  life 
would  prove  vain  if  the  day  was  loft.  But  after  a 
difmal  fight  on  both  fides,  the  viflrory  fell  at  laft  to 
Gruffydh  and  Rhys,  Trahaern  with  his  coufins  being 
all  flain  in  the  field ;  after  whofe  death  Gruffydh  took 
pofleflion  of  North  Wales  5  and  fo  the  rule  of  all 
Wales,  after  a  tedious  interval,  was  again  reftored  to 
the  right  line.  About  the  fame  time,  Urgeney  ap  Sit- 
fylbt,  a  perfon  of  noble  quality  in  Wales,  was  treach- 
croufly  murdered  by  the  fons  of  Rhys  Sais,  or  the  En- 
glifhman ;  by  which  name,  the  Welch  were  accuftomed 
to  denominate  all  perfons,  as  either  had  lived  any  con- 
fiderable  time  in  England,  or  could  fluently  and  hand- 
fomcly  fpeak  the  Engliih  tongue. 
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RUFFYDH  ap  Conan  being  corifirmed  in 
the  principality  of  North  Wales,  and  Rhys  ap  The- 
odore in  that  of  South  Wales;  diere  was  no  body  that 
could  create  them  any  moleitation  or  difturbance  upon 
the  account  of  right,  which  was  unqueftionably  juft  i 
fo  that  they  quietly  enjoyed  for  fomc  time  their  re- 
fpe&ive  dominions,  without  apprehenGon  of  any  other 
pretender.  Indeed,  it  had  feldpm  been  known  before^ 
but  that  one  of  the  princes  was  an  ufurper ;  and  par- 
ticularly in  North  Wales,  where  from  the  time  of  Ed- 
wal  Foel,  none  had  legally  afcended  to  the  crown, 
excepting  Edwal  the  fon  of  Meyric,  eldeft  fon  to 
Edwal  Foel,  in  whofe  line  the  undoubted  title  of 
North  Wales  lawfully  defcended.  And  the  right  line 
being  now  reftored  in  Gruffydh  ap  Conan,  the  fame  le- 
gally continued  to  Lhewelyn  ap  Gruffydh,  the  laft 
Prince  of  the  Britilh  blood.  But  during  thefe  revo- 
lutions in  Wales,  fome  things  memorable  were  tranf- 
aded  in  England ;  Malcolm,  king  of  the  Scots  defcend- 
Inginto  Northumberland,  ravaged 'and  deftroyed  the 
country  without  mercy,  carrying  away  a  great  num- 
ber of  prifoners ;  after  which  the  Northumbrians  fell 
upon  Walter  bifhop  of  Durham,  whom  they  flew,  to- 
gether with  a  hundred  men,  whilft  he  fate  keeping  of 
court,  not  dreaming  of  any  fuch  treacherous  villainy. 
The  fame  time  Robert  Curthoys  the  Ballard's  eldeft 
fon,  being  for  fome  reafon  difgufted  againft  his  father, 
and  fet  on  by  the  inftigation  of  the  king  of  France, 
entered  Normandy  with  an  army,  and  claimed  it  as  his 
right;  which  King  William  being  acquainted  with, 
pafled  over  to  Normandy,  and  meeting  with  his  fon 
hand  to  hand  in  battle,  was  by  him  overthrown.  But 
being  returned  from  Normandy,  he  entered  with  a 
great  army  into  Wales,  and  marching  after  the  man- 
ner 
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ner  of  a  pilgrimage  as  far  as  St  David's,  he  offered  anci 
paid  his  devotion  to  that  faint^  and  afterwards  re^ 
teived  homage  of  the  kings  and  princes  of  the  coun- 
try.   About  the  feme  time  the  tomb  of  Walwey  king 
Arthur's  fitter's  fon,  a  moft  valiant  perfort  ih  his  time, 
and  governor  of  that  country,  from  him  called  Wal- 
'  wethey,  was  difcovered  in  the  country  of  Ros,  nigh 
the  fea-rtiore,   whofe  body  proved  nionftroufly  pro- 
digious, being  in  lerigth  about  fourteen  foot. 
A.DI1086.     This  year  Madawc,  Cadwgan  and  Riryd,  the  fons 
of  Blethyn  ap  Confyn  fome  time  Prince  of  Wales^ 
f^ifed  a  rebellion  againft  khys  ap  Tewdor  -,  and  hav- 
ing drawn  together  a  great  number  of  licentious  and 
malccontented  people,  thought  to  ejeft  him  out  of  th« 
J)rincipality  of  South  Wales.    Rhys  had  not  power 
and  forces  enough  to  oppofe  them  -,  the  rebels'  army 
increafing  daily  by  the  addition  of  the  difcontented 
multitude,  who  always  rejoice  at  any  new  cbmmotion 
or  difturbance;  and  therefore  he  was  compelled  to  re^ 
tire  to  Ireland,  where  he  obtained  a  very  conliderable 
party  of  IriQi  and  Scots,  upon  promife  of  a  fufficient 
reward,  in  cafe  lie  was  reftored  again  to  his  principa- 
lity.    Having  by  this  meafure  got  a  very  fenfible  in- 
creafe  to  his  former  ftrength*  he  landed  in  South  Wales  j 
the  news  of  whofe  arrival  being  blazed  abroad,  his 
friends  from  all  quarters  prcfently  retired  to  him  5  fb 
that  in  a  fhort  time  his  army  became  numerous,  and 
able  to  confront  the  enemy.    The  rebels  were  fen- 
fible how  the  Prince's  forces  daily   multiplied^  and 
therefore  to  prevent  any  farther  addition,  they  made 
all  poflible  hafte  to  force  him  to  a  battle,  which  in 
E  mort  time  after  happened  at  Lhech  y  Creu,  where 
the  rebels  were  vanquimed  •,  Madawc  and  Riryd  being 
Hain,   and  Cadwgan  glad  to  fave   his  life  by  flight. 
Rhys  having  won  fo  fignal  a  viftory,    and  fearing 
no  farther  difturbance  difmiffed  the  Irilh  and  Scots 
with  great  rewards,  who  honourably  returned  to  their 
koS?.  own  country.     Within  a  while  after,  an  unaccountable 
facrilcge  was  committed  at  St.  David's-,  the  flirinc 
belonging  to  the  cathedral,  being  felonioufly  conveyed 
out  or  the  church,  all  the  plate  and  other  utcnfik 

were 
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were  ftokn,  and  onlj  the  Ihrine  left  emjity  bcbiiuL 
The  fame  year  a  civil  war  broke  out  in  England^ 
and  feveral  armies  in  feveral  parts  of  the  kingdom 
were  up  in  arms  at  the  fame  time»  and  among  the  reft 
the  Welch,    who  entering  into  Glooefter  and  Wor- 
oefter  fliires,  burnt  and  dcftroyed  all  before  them,  to 
the  gate  of  Worcefter.    The  kins  having  drawn  his 
army  together,  proceeded  againft  nis  enemies  by  de- 
grees, and  falling  upon  their  feparate  parties,  without 
any  great  difficulty,  reduced  all  to  obedience.    Witb-A.D.iotf. 
in  two  years  after,  Archbifhop  Sulien,  the  moft  pious 
and  learned  perfon  in  Wales,  died,  in  the  eightieth 
year  of  his  age,  and  in  the  fixteenth  year  of  nis  hi* 
ihoprick;   prefently  after  whole  *death  the  town  of 
St.  David's  fuffered  a  more  fenfile  calamity,  being  firft 
plundered,  and  afterwards  burnt  by  a  company  of  pyy^    ' 
rates,  who  fordy  infefted  the  Britifh  coafts.-   Abot^'^^  **    ' 
tAi^  fa^e  tiJkie  aHp  died  Cadifor  the  fon  of  Calhoyn 
Lord  of  Dyfed,  whofe  ions  Lhewelyn  and  Eineon  mo- 
ved Grufiydh  ap  Meredith  to  take  up  arms  againft  his 
fovereign  Prince  Rhys  ap  Tewdor,  with  whom  they 
joined  all  the  forces  they  could  levy  among  their  te- 
nants and  dependants;  then  paflingwith  their  army 
to   Lhandydoch,   boldly  challenged  Rhys   to  fight; 
who  thereupon  gave  them  battle,  and  after  a  refolyte 
engagement  of  both  fides,  the  rebels  were  at  length 
worfted,  and  put  to  flight,  and  then  fo  narrowly  pur-- 
fued,  that  Grufiydh  ap  Meredith  wa?  taken  pnfoner, 
and  in  fine  executed  as  a  traitor:  but  Eineon  made  his 
efcape,  and  not  daring  to  truft  himfelf  with  any  of 
his  own  kindred,  he  fied  to  leftyn  ap  Gurgant,  Lord 
of  Morgannwc,    who  was  then  in  adhial  rebellion 
againft  Prince  Rhys.  .  And  to  ingratiate  himfelf  the 
more  in  leftyn's  favour,  he  promifed,  upon  condition 
of  the  performance  of  certam  articles,  one  of  which 
more  e^cially  was.  That  he  fliould  receive  his  daugh* 
ter  in  matrimony ;  that  he  would  bring  over  to  his  aid 
a  confiderable  body  of  Normans,  with  whom  he  was 
fingularly  acquainted,  as  having  ferved  a  long  time     , 
in  England.    Thefe  articles  bemg  agreed  to  and  re- 
corded, Eineon  pofted  to  England,   and  in  a  little 

time 
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time  brought  matters  fo  about;  that  he  prevailed  with 
Robert  Fitzhamon  and  twelve  more  knights^  to  levy 
a  ftrong  army  of  Normans,  and  to  come  to  Wales  to 
A«D.io9o^the  protedtion  and  aid  of  leftyn.  The  beginning  of 
the  following  ycta  they  landed  in  GlanK>rganfhire; 
and  were  honourably  received  by  leftyn,  who  joining 
his  power  to  theiirs^  marched  to  Prince  Rhys's  domi^ 
nion^y  where,  without  the  leaft  ihew  of  mercy  to  his 
own  countrymen^  he  encouraged  the  Normans,  by  his 
own  example,  to  fpoil  and  deftroy  all  that  came  be- 
fore them.  Prmce  Rhys  was  mightily  grieved  to  find 
his  country  fo  unmercifully  harafled ;  and  though  at 
this  time  very  antient,  being  above  ninety-eight  years 
of  age,  he  could  tuft  refrain  but  meet  his  enemies  -,  and 
having  with  all  poffible  fpeed  raifed  a  convenient  ar- 
my ;  he  met  with  them  near  Brecknock,  where  after 
a  terrible  fight,  and  a  great  (laughter  on  both  fides^ 
he  was  unhappily  (lain.  With  him  fell  the  glory,  and 
grandeur  oithe  principality  of  South  Wales,  being 
afterwards  rent  in  pieces,  and  divided  into  feveral  parts 
and  piece-meals  among  the  Norman  captains,  as  (hall 
be  by  and  by  more  particularly  related.  Prince  Rhys 
left  iflue  behind  him  by  the  daughter  of  Ry  walhon  ap 
Confyn,  two  fens,  Gruffydh  and  Grono,  the  latter  of 
which  was  detained  prifoncr  by  the  king  of  England  ; 
though  the  author  of  the  winning. of  the  lordfhip  of 
Glamoi^an,  affirms,  that  he  was  (lain,  together  with 
his  father,  in  this  battle  againft  the  Normans. 

The  Normans  having  received  a  fufiicient  reward 
from  Icftyn,  upon  the  account  of  their  ferviee  againft 
Prince  Rhys,  returned  to  their  Ihips,  in  order  to  their 
voyage  homeward,  fiut  before  they  could  loo(e  an- 
chor to  fail  off,  Eineon  recalled  them,  being  ungrate- 
fully affronted  by  Icftyn,  who  abfolutely  refufcd  to 
make  good  to  him  the  conditions  which  they  had 
agreed  upon,  before  the  Normans  were  invited  to 
Wales.  Upon  this  account,  Eineon  was  fo  irrecon- 
cilably incenfed  againft  leftyn,  that  to  be  revenged  up- 
on him,  he  was  willing  to  facnficc  his  native  country 
into  the  hands  of  ftrangers;  and  therefore  endeavoured 
to  perfuade  the  Normans  concerning  the  fatnefs  and 
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Fcrfility  of  the  country;  and  how  cafily  they  mlgfit 
conquef  arid  make  thertifelves  mafters  of  it.  But  he 
heeded  not  many  arguments  to  perfuadc  a  people  that 
were  willirig  of  thcmfelvfts,  ef^ecially  being  encouraged 
thereto  by  a  perfon  of  fome  cftcem  in  the  country  5 
whereupon,  without  any  more  queftions,  they  pre-^ 
fently  fell  to  their  bufinefs ;  and  from  friends  became 
unexpeftcdly  foes.  leftyn  was  much  furprifed  to  find 
the  Normans,  whom  he  had  but  lately  honourabjy 
difmifled  from  his  fervJce,  and  as  he  thought,  with  fa* 
tiisfaftion,  fo  foon  become  his  enemies  j  but  perceiving 
a  ferpent  in  the  hedge^  and  Eineon  fo  amicably  great 
among  them,  he  quickly  guefled  at  the  rcafon,  of 
which  there  was  ho  other  remedy  left  but  to  bewail 
the  unneccflary  folly  of  his  own  knavery.  The  Nor- 
mans tafily  difpoflcflcd  leftyn  of  the  whole  lordfliip 
of  Glamorgan ;  the  moft  pleafant  and  fertile  part  of 
which  they  divided  among  themfelves ;  leaving  the 
Tfiott  mountainous  and  craggy  ground  to  the  (hare  of 
Eineph.  The  knights  whb  accon^panied  Fitzhamon 
in  this  expedition  were,  William  de  Londres  or  Lon- 
don ;  Richard  de  Grena  villa,  or  Greenfield ;  Paganus 
de  Turbcrville  J  Robert  de  S,  Quintino,  orQuintin; 
Richard  de  Sywarde  5  Gilbert  de  Humfrevile  5  Roger 
de  BerkroUes ;  Reginald  de  Sully ;  Peter  le  Soore ; 
John  Ic  Fleming ;  Oliver  de  S.  John  -,  William  de  Ef- 
tcrlinft  or  Stradling.  Thefe  perfons  haviilg  diftribuced 
that  uir  and  pleafant  lordfliip  among  themfelves,  and 
confidering  that  they  were  much  better  provided  for 
here  than  they  could  be  at  home,  fettled  in  Glamorgan, 
where  their  pofterity  have  continued  to  this  time.  And 
here  we  ftiay  obferve,  what  a  train  of  circumftances 
concurred  together,  in  favour  of  the  Normans,  having 
pofieflion  of  this  lordfhip  :  for  had  not  Eineon,  be- 
irtg  yanquiOied  by  Prince  Rhys,  fled  to  leftyn,  rather 
than  to  another  j  or  had  not  leftyn  been  fo  vain  as 
to  attempt  the  conqueft  of  South  Wales,  and  to  that 
end  contented  to  the  advice  of  Eineon  -,  there  had  been 
no  neccffity  of  inviting  the  Norrtians  at  all  to  Wales. 
And  then,  the  Normans  being  arrived,  had  not  leftyn  - 
ungcriteely  violated  his  promife,  and  refufcd  to  perform   ^ 
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the  articles  agrecjd  upon  between  him  and  Eineon^' 
or  had  Aot  Eineon  purfucd  fo  defperate  revenge,  but 
fatisBed  his  paflion  upon  leftyn,  without  prejudice  to 
his  cpuntry ;  the  Normans  would  have  returned  home 
with  fatisfadion,  and  confcquently  could  never  have 
been  proprietors  of  that  noble  country  they  then  for- 
cibly poflefled.  And  now  again  the  Welch  expe- 
rienced the  dangerous  confequence  of  calling  in  a  fo- 
reign nation  to  their  aid ;  the  Saxons  had  already  dif- 
poffeffed  them  of  the  beft  part  of  the  ifland  of  Britain, 
and  now  the  Normans  feized  upon  a  great  part  of  that 
fmall  country,  which  had  efcaped  the  fovereignty  and 
conqueft  of  the  Englilh.  But  here  it  will  be  neceflary 
to  l^y  down  the  ftate  and  condition  of  this  lord- 
Ihip  of  Morgannwc  or  Glamorgan,  and  what  {hare 
each  particular  knight  obtained  in  the  diftributioa 
of  it. 

The  lordlhip  of  Glamoi^an  reaches  in  length 
twenty-feven  miles,  even  from  Rymny  bridge  to  the 
eafl,  to  Pwlh  Conan  wefiward ;  and  in  breadth  from 
Aberthaw,  otherwifc  Aberdaon  on  the  fouth  part,  to 
the  confines  of  Brecknockfliirc  above  Morlcy^s  caftle^ 
twenty- two  miles.  This  being  a  royal  lordftiip,  the 
lords  thereof  owing  no  other  fubjeftion  than  obe- 
dience only  to  the  crown,  aflumed  to  themfelves  all 
the  privileges  of  a  regal  court,  excepting  only  the 
pardoning  of  criminals  in  cafe  of  treafon.  And  not 
only  Glamorgan^  but  the  feveral  petty  lordihips  of 
which  it  conGfted,  namely,  Sengennyth,  Myfcyn,  Ru- 
thin, Lhanblethian,  Tir  larlh,  Glyn  Rothney,  Avan, 
Neth,  Coyty,  Talavan,  and  Lantuit  or  Boviarton  ^ 
exercifcd  the  fame  privilege  of  Jura  Regalia,  with  this 
difference  only,  that  in  cafe  of  wrong;  judgment  in 
thefe  courts,  appeal  might  be  made  m  the  county- 
court  of  Glamorgan,  which  being  fuperior  to  the 
r?ft,  had  power  to  reverfe  any  judgment  given  in 
them.  Within  this  lordfhip  were  eighteen  caftles, 
and  thircy-fix  knight's  fees ;  befides  the  town  and 
caftle  of  Kynfig,  the  town  of  Cpwbridge  or  Pont 
Vaen,  and  the  town  and  caftle  <^  Caerdaf  ^  in  the 
latter  of  which  the  lord  of  Gl^organ  chiefly  re- 
I  fided 
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fidccj,  wherein  the  county-court  was  monthly  kept. 
The  annulil  revenue  of  this  lordfhip  a'mounted  to  a 
thoufand  marks  -,  whereof  four  hundred  wi^  allowed 
for  the  fees  and  falary  of  the  feveral  officers  belonging 
to  the  fame.  This'  lordfhip  of  Glamorgan  Robert 
Fitzhamon  kept  to  himfcif  j  and  the  others  he  dif- 
tributed  between  his  feveral  followers ;  namely,  to 
William  de  Londres.  he  gave  the  caftle  and  manor  of 
Ogmorc :  to  Richard  Greenfield  the  "  lordfliip  of 
Neth ;  to  Paine  Turberville  that  of  Coyty ;  to  Ro- 
bert S,  Quintine  LHan  Blethyati'j  to  Richard.  Syward 
Talavan ;  to  Gilbert  Humfrevilb  the  (jaftle  (ind  manor 
of  Penmarc ;  to  Reginald  Sully  the  caftle  and  manor 
of  Sully ;  to  Roger  BerkVoIles  that  of  Eaft  Orchard ; 
to  Peter  fc  Soor  that  of  Peterton  ;  tci  jfohfi  Fleming 
that  of  S.  George ;  to  John  S.  John  that  of  Fonmon 
or  Fcnvon;  and  lafHy,  to  William  le  Efterling  or 
Stradling  that  of  ,8.  Donats.  But  that  thefe  knights 
(hould  have  dependence  upon,  and  might  ieem  to 
hold  their  feveral  lordfhips  j^.nd  eftatefrom  him  •,  Ro-  • 
bert '  Fitzhamon  appointed  them  their  feveral  apart- 
ments in  his  caftle  of  Caerdaf,  where  they  were  ob- 
liged  to   give  their  attendance  at  every  court-day, 

which  wa?  monthly  kept  upon  Monday*  . 

But  abtmt  the  fame  tiitte  that  Robert  Fitzhamon 
took  the  lordfhip  of  Glamorgan,  Barnard  Newmarch, 
a  noblemen  Hkcwife  of  Normandy,  obtained  by  con-; 
queft  the  lordfhip  of  Brecknock ;  and  ti^enry  dc  New- 
burgh  for)  to  Roger  de  Bellcmont,  by  the  Conqueror 
made  Earl  of  Warwick,  the' country  of  Gower.  But 
Barnard"  Newmarch  gave  the  people  of  Wales  fon-^e 
fmall  fatisfaftion  and  .content^  by  marrying  Neft,  tKe 
daughter  alfo  of  Neft,  daughter  to  Lhewelyn  ap  Gruf- 
fydh  Prince  of  Wales,  by  whom  he  had  ifTue,  a  fon 
called  MahaeL  This  worthy  gentleman  being  legally 
to  fucceed  his  father  in  the  lordfhip  of  Brecknock, 
was  afterwards  difinherited  by  the  malice  and  bafenefs 
of  his  own  unnatural  rnother.  The^occafion  was 
thus,  Neft  happening  to  fall  in  admiration  of  a  cef* 
tain  kxitght,  with  whom  Ihc  had  more  than  ordinary 
familiaricy,  even  beyond  what  flie  eicpfcft  to  her  own 

I  2  hufbandi 


ii6  The    rilStORYoF    WALES- 

Kuiband ;  Mahael  perceiving  her  diffolute  and  loolc? 
behaviour,  counfclled  her  to  take  care  of  hep  fame 
and  reputation,  and  to  leave  ofF  that  fcandalous  liberty 
Which  flie  took  :  and  afterwards  meeting  cafually  her 
gallant  coming  from  her,  fought  and  grievouQy 
wounded  him.  Upon  this  Nefl:  to  be  revenged 
Upon  her  fon,  went  to  Henry  the  firft,  king  of  Sing- 
land,  and  io  his  prefence  took  her  corporal  oath, 
that  her  fon  Mahael  was  illegitimate,  and  noc  be- 
got  by  Barnard  Newmarch  her  huiband,  but  another 
perfon ;  by  virtue  of  which  oath  or  rather  perjury, 
Mahael  was  difinherited,  and  his  fifter,  whom  her 
mother  attefted  to  be  legitimate,  was  bellowed  by  the 
king  upon  Milo,  the  fon  of  Walter  Conftable,  after* 
ward  Earl  of  Hereford,  who  in  right  of  his  wife  en- 
joyed the  whole  eftate  of  Barnard  Newmarch  lord  a( 
Brecknock*  Of  this  Milo  it  is  reported,  that  telling 
Kin^  Henry  of  a  ftrange  accident  which  had  occurred 
to  him  by  Lhyn  Savathan  in  Wales,  where  the  birds 
upon  the  pond  at  the  paiUng  by  of  Grufiydh  the  fon 
ot  Rhys  ap  Theodor,  feemed  by  their  chirping  to  be 
in  a  manner  overjoyed  $  the  king  replied.  It  was  not 
fo  wonderful  j  for  although,  fays  he,  maiiifeftly  we  have 
violently  and  injurioufly  opprefled  that  nadon,  yet  it  is 
known,  that  they  are  the  lawful  and  original  inheritors 
of  that  country. 

But  whilft  the  Normans  were  thus  cjrving  for 
themielves  in  Glamorgan  and  Brecknock,  Cadogan 
ap  Blethyn  ap  Confyn  towards  the  end  of  April  en- 
tered into  Dy  ved,  and  having  ravaged  and  deftroyed 
the  country,  returned  back.  But  within  eight  weeks 
after,  there  fucceeded  him  a  more  faul  enemy  \  for 
the  Normans  landing  in  Dyved  and  Cardigan,  began 
to  fortify  themfelves  m  caftlcs  and  other  ftrong  places, 
and  to  inhabit  the  country  upon  the  fea-ftiore,  which  be- 
fore was  not  in  their  pofleffion.  Indeed  the  Normans 
having  by  the  connivance  of  the  Conqueror  already 
got  into  their  hands  all  the  beft  eftates  in  England^ 
began  now  to  fpy  out  the  commodities  of  Wales  i 
and  perceiving  moreover  how  bravely  Robert  Fitzha- 
mon  and  Barnard  Newmarch  had  iped  there,  thought 
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they  might  as  well  expeft  the  like  fortune.  Where- 
fore having  obtained  a  grant  from  King  William  (who 
readily  confented  to  their  requeft,  wcaufe  by  this 
means  he  killed  two  birds  with  one  ftone,  procured 
to  himfelf  their  utmoft  ftrvice  upon  occaiion,  and 
withal  provided  for  them  without  any  charge  to  him- 
felf) they  came  to  Wales,  and  fo  entered  upon  the 
eftates  appointed  them  by  the  king,  which  they  held 
of  him  by  knight-fervice,  having  firft  done  homage 
and  fworn  fealty  for  the  fame,  Roger  Montgomery 
Earl  of  Arundel  did  homage  for  the  lordlhips  of 
Fowls  and  Cardigan ;  Hugh  Lupus  Earl  of  Chefter 
for  Tegengl  and  Kyfonioc,  together  with  dl  the  land 
lying  upon  the  fea-fhore  to  the  river  Conwey  \  Amulph 
a  younger  fon  of  Roger  Montgomery  for  Dy  ved  >  Bar- 
nard Newmarch  for  Brecknock  ;  Ralph  Mortimer  for 
Eluel ;  Hugh  de  Lacy  for  the  land  of  Ewyas ;  Euftace 
Omer  for  Mold  and  Hapredale ;  and  feveral  others  did 
the  like  homage  for  other  lands.  But  Roger  Mont" 
gomery,  who  by  the  Conqueror  was  created  Earl  of 
Arundel  and  Shrewlbury,  entered  in  an  hoftile  manner 
into  Powis-land,  and  having  won  the  cattle  and  town 
of  Baldwyn,  fortified  it  in  his  own  right,  and  called  it 
Montgomery  after  his  own  name.  King  William  of 
England  was  now  in  Normandy,  and  bufily  engaged 
in  a  war  againft  his  brother  Robert ;  by  the  advantage 
of  whofe  abfeneerGrufiydh  ap  Conan  Prince  of  North 
Wales,  and  Cadogan  ap  Blethyn,  who  now  ruled  in 
South  Wales,  with  joint  force  entered  into  Cardigan 
^nd  flew  a  great  number  of  Normans,  whofe  pride  and 
cxceflive  cruelties  towards  the  Welch,  were  altogether 
intolerable*  But  after  fufficient  execution  there,  be- 
ing returned  home,  the  Normans  fent  for  more  aid 
from  England ;  which  being  arrived,  they  thought  to 
make  a  private  in-road  into  North  Wales,  and  fo  to  be 
revenged  upon  the  Welch,  But  their  defign  being 
happily  difcovered  to  Cadogan,  he  drew  up  his  forcea 
to  meet  them,  and  then  unexpeftedly  fetting  upon  them 
in  the  foreft  of  Yfpys,  after  a  very  warm  refiftment  of 
the  Normans  fide,  forced  them  to  retire  by  flight,  and 
then   triumphantly  marching  through  Cardigan  and 

1 3  Dyve<l, 


11^  The  HISTORY  OF  WALES, 

Dyved,  he  dcftroyed  all  ^he  caftles  and  fortificatioiw 
in  the  c;ountry,  hefides  Pembrock  and  Rydcors,  which 
proved  too  Itrong,  and  impregnable. 
A.  D.  1093.     The  liext  year   the  Normans  who   inhabited    tho 
country  of  Glamorgan  fell .  upon  and  dcftroyed  the 
countries  of  Gwyr,  Kidwely,  and  Yftrad  Tywy,  which 
they  harraffed  in  fuch  a  criiel  manner,  that  they  left 
them  bare  of  any  people  to  inhabit.     And  to  increafc 
9S  it  was  thought,  the  miferies  of  the  Welch,  King 
William  Rufus  being  informed  of  the  great  flaughtcr 
which  Gruffydh  ap  Conan,  and  the  fons  of  Blethyn  ap 
Confyn  had  lately  committed  upon  the  Englilh,  aa 
well  within  Chefhire,  Shroplhire,  Worcefterfhire,  and 
Herefordfhire,   as  within  Wales  -,  entered  the  country 
at  Montgomery,  which  place  the  Welch  having  fome-r 
time  fince  demolifhed,  King  William  lately  rebuilt. 
But  the  Welch  kept  all  the  paflages  through    the 
woods  and  rivers,  and  all  other  ftreights  fo  clofe,  that 
the  King  could  effed  nothing  confiderable  againft  them  i 
and  therefore  when  he  perceived  that  his  labour  was 
but  loft,  in  continuing  in  thofe  parts,  he  forthwith  de- 
camped, and  returned  with  no  great  honour  back  to 
X094-      England.     But  this  retreat  of  King  William  was  not 
altogether  fo  favourable  to  the  intereft  of  the  Welch, 
as  the  death  of  Williani  Fitz-Baldwyn,  who  was  ow^ner 
of  the  caftle  of  Rydcors,  and  did  the  greateft  mif- 
chief  and  hurt  to  the  South  Wales  men  of  any  other. 
He  being  dead,  the  garrifon  of  Rydcors  which  wa$ 
•  wont  to  keep  the  Welch  in  continual  awe,  forfook 
that  place,  and  by  that  meaiis  gave  opportunity  to 
the  inhabitants  of  Gwyr,   Brecknock,    Gwcnt,    and 
Gwentlhwc,  tofhake  off  that  intolerable  yoke  the  Norr 
mans  forced  upon  them,  who  after  they  had  robbed 
them  of  their  lands,  kept  them  in  perpetual  fubjedtion. 
But  now  Williani  Fitz  Baldwyn  being  dead,  and  the 
garrifon  of  Rydcors  fcattered,  they  ventured  to  lay 
violent  hscnds  upon  the  Normans,  who  thought  them- 
felves  free  from  all  fear  j  and  prevailed  fo  fuccefsfuUy, 
.  that  they  drove  them  all  out  of  the  country,  and  re- 
covered their  own  antient  eftates.     But  the  Normans 
llijced  that  cqunfry  fo  well,  that  they  were  refolvcd  not 
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to  be  fo  eafily  befooled  out  of  what  they  had  with  a 
great  deal  of  pains  and  danger  once  poflefled ;  and 
therefore  having  drawn  a'  great  number  of  Englifh  and 
Normans  to  their  aid,  they  were  defirous  to  venture 
another  touch  with  the  Welch,  "and  to  return  if  pof- 
fible,   to  their  once  acquired  habitations.      But  the    * 
Welch  fo  abhorred  their  pride  and  tyrannical  dominion 
over  them  when  they  were  mailers,  that  they  were  re- 
folved  not  to  be  fubjcft  to  fuch  tyrants  again;  and 
therefore  they  boldly  met  them  at  a  place  called  Celly 
larfawc,  and  fct  upon  them  fo  manfully,  the  very  ap- 
prehenfion  of  fervitude  whetting  their  Ipirits,  that  they 
put  them  to  flight  with  great  (laughter,  and  drove  them 
out  of  the  country.     The  Normans  however  were  not 
fo  abfolutely  routed  with  this  overthrow:  but  like  a 
fly  in  the  night  which  deftroys  itfelf  in  the  candle,  they 
muft  needs  covet  their  own  deftrudion  •,  their  grecdi.- 
nefs  egging  them  on  to  venture^  with  few,  what  was  not 
prafticable   to  be  efFefled  by  many.     Therefore   on 
they  came  as  far  as  Brecknock,   with  this  abfolute 
vow  and  refolution  not  to  leave  one  living  thing  re- 
maining in  that  country.     But  they  fell  fhort  of  their 
policy,  the  people  of  the  country  being  removed  to 
a  narrow  ftreight,   to  expeft  their  pafllng  through  5 
whither  the  Normans  being  advanced,  they  fell  upon 
them,  and  killed  a  great  number  of  them.     About  the 
fame  time,  Roger  Montgomery    Earl   of  Salop  and 
Arundel,    William  Fitzcauftace   Earl   of   Glocefter^ 
Arnold  de  Harccourr,  and  Neal  le  Vicount,  were  Qain 
by  the  Welch  between  Caerdaf  and  Brecknock ;  and    . 
Walter  Eureux  Earl  of  Sarum,  Rofmcr,  and  Manti- 
Jakc;   Hugh  earl  of  Gourncy,  were  wounded,  who 
afterwards  died  in  Norrriandy.     The  Normans  finding 
that  they  continually  loft  ground,  thought  it  not  adr- 
yifcable  to    ftay   any  longer  j    and   therefore  having 
placed  fufficient  garrifons  in  thofe  c]aftks  which  they 
had  formerly   built,   they  returned  with  what  fpetd 
they  could  to  England.     But  all  the  hafte  they  did 
make,  could  not  fecui^e  them  from  the  fury  of  the 
Welch  J  for  Gruffydh  and  Ifor,  the  fons  of  Ednerth 
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ap   Cadogan,    expcfted  them  privatcjy  at   a   pla98 
called   Aberlhech,  where  falling  uncxpeftedly  upqa 
them ;  they  flew  the  greateft  part  of  the^r  number, 
the   reft  narrowly  pfcaping  fate    to    Epgland.     But 
the  Norman  garrifons  which  were  left  behind,    de- 
fended themfclves  with  a  great  deal  of  bravery,  till 
at  laft,  finding  no  profpedl  of  relief,  they  were  forced 
for  th(?ir  own   fafety  to    deliver    them    up    to    the 
Welch,  who  from  that  time,  became  again  propri- 
etors of  thofe  places  which    the  Normans  had  dif- 
pofled  theip  from.     And  this  encouraged  the  Welch 
to  undertake  other  things   againii  the  Englifti;  for 
immediately   after   thi^,   pertain  of  the    nobility    of 
North- Wales,  Uchthed  the  fon  of  Edwyn  ap  Gronq 
by  name,  together  with  Howel  ap  Grono,  and  the  Ions 
of  Cadogan  ^p  Blethyn  of  Powys-land,  pafled  by  Car- 
digan into  Dyyed  (which  country  King  William  had 
given  to  Ai'nulph  foq  to  Roger  Montgomery,  who  had 
built  thereon  the  caftle  of  rcmbrock,  and  appointed 
Gerald  de  Windforc  govcrnour  of  ^he  fame)  and  de-: 
ftroying  all  the  country  with  fire  and  fword,   ex- 
cepung  Pcmbrock  caftle,  which  was  impregnable,  they 
returned  home    with   a    great  deal    of  booty.     In 
recompenc6  of  this,  when  the  lords  of  North-Walcs 
were  returned,  Gerald  ifiUed  out  of  the  caftle,   and 
fpoiled  all  the  country  about  iS,  Davids^  and  after 
he  had  got  fufficient  plunder,  and  taken  divers  pn- 
foners  returned  back  into  the  caftle, 
A»D.i«95.     xhc  year  following.  King  William  returned  from 
Normapdy,    and  having  heard  how  that  the  Welch 
had  cut  off  a  great  nuniber  of  his  fubjefts  in  Wales, 
gathered  all  his   power    together,    and    with    great 
pomp  and  oftentation  entered  the    marfties,    relblv- 
mg  utterly  to  eradicate   the  rebellious  and    impla- 
cable humour  of  the  Welch  nation.     But  after  all 
this  boaft  and  feeming  refolution,   he  dprft  venture 
no  farther  than  the  marflies,    where  having   built 
fome  few  paftles,  he   returned  with  no  greater  hq- 
?P9^«  nour  than  he  came.     But  the  next  Spring,  fiugh  de 
Montgomery  earl  of  Arundel  and  Salop,  by  the  Wel^h 
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fiatned  Hugh  Goch,  and  Hugh  Fras,  or  the  Fat,  Earl 
of  Chcfter,  being  invited  l?y  feme  difaffefted  Welch 
)ords,  came  iaco  North  Wales  with  a  very  great  ar- 
my. Prince  Grufiydh  ap  Conan,  and  Cadogan  ap 
Bkthyn,  perceiving  themfelves  to  be  too  weak  to  op- 
pofe  fo  numerous  an  anny,  and  what  was  worie,  being 
very  fufpicious  of  the  fidelity  and  honefty  of  their 
own  forces,  thought  it  their  heft  w^y  to  take  the  hills 
and  mountains  for  their  fafety,  where  they  were  like  to 
remain  moft  fecure  from  the  enemy.  Then  the  En- 
gliih  army  marched  towards  Anglefey,  and  being  come 
pver  agaxnft  the  ifland,  they  built  the  caftle  of  Ab^r- 
}hiennawc.  But  GrufFydh  and  Cadogan  could  no 
longer  endure  to  fee  t|ieir  country  over-run  by  the 
Engliih,  and  therefore  they  defcended  from  the  moun^ 
tains,  and  came  to  Anslefey,  thinking,  with  what  fuc-* 
cours  they  fhould  receive  from  Ireland,  of  which  they 
were  difappointed,  to  be  able  to  defend  the  ifland 
frpm  any  attempt  that  fliould  be  made  upon  it.  And 
now  the  whole  reafqn,  and  the  oocafion  of  the  En- 
glijQi  coming  to  Wales  was  difcovered  ;  for  Owen  ap 
Edwyn,  the  Prince*^  chicfeft  counfellor,  whofe  daugh- 
ter Grqffydh  had  married  (having  himfelf  alfo  mar- 
ried Everyth  the  daughter  of  Confyn,  aunt  to  Cador 
gan)  upon  fome  private  grudge  or  other,  called  in  the 
Englilh  into  Wales,  and  at  this  time  openly  joined  his 
forces  with  theirs,  and  led  the  whole  army  over  into 
Anglefey.  Gaifl^dh  and  Cadogan  finding,  how  they 
were  betrayed  by  their  deareft  friend,  as  they, thought; 
for  fear  of  farther  treachery,  judged  it  prudent  to 
iail  privately  for  Ireland;  after  whofe  departure,  the 
Englilh  fell  cruelly  to  work,  deftroying  all  they 
/could  come  at,  without  any  refpefb  to  either  age 
pr  fex. 

^nd  whilft  the  Engliih  continued  in  Anglefcy,  Mag- 
nus the  fon  of  Harold,  lately  King  of  England,  came 
over  with  a  great  fieet,  intending  to  lay  fafter  hold 
upon  that:  kingdom,  than  his  father  had  done,  and 
to  recover  the  larae  to  himfelf.  But  whilft  he  fteefed 
his  courfe  thitherward,  he  was  dnven  by  contrary 
winds  to  the  coafts  of  Anglefey,  where  he  would  fain 
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have  landed,  had  not  the  EnglUh  army  kept  him  ofl^ 
But  in  this  fkirmifh  Magnus  accidentally  wounded 
Hugh  Earl  of  Salop  with  ah  arrow  in  tbe  face,  where- 
of he  died  j   and  then  of  a  fudden  both  armies  relin- 
x][Ui{hed  the  iQand,  the  Englifh  returning  to  England, 
A.D-io97^pp^nting  Owen  ap  Edwyn,  who  invited  them  over, 
prince  of  the  country.    But  Owen  did  not  enjoy  the 
prmcipality  long ;  for  in  the  beginning  of  the  follow^ 
ing  fprii^,  GrufFydh  ap  Conan  and  Cadogan  ap  Ble- 
thyn  teturned  from  Ireland,  and  having  concluded  a 
peace  with  the  Normans,  for  fome  part  of  their  lands 
in  Waks ;  Gruffydh  remained  in  Anglefey,  and  Cado- 
gan had  Cardigan,  with  part  of  Powis.     But  though 
Cadogan  recovered  his  ciikate,  yet  in  a  little  while  after 
he  loft  his  fon  Lhewelyn,  who  was  trcacheroufly  mur- 
dered by  the  men  of  Brecnock :  at  which  time  alfo 
died  Rythmarch  archbifhop  of  S.  David's,  the  fon  of 
Sulien,  being  in  the  forty-third  year  of  his  age  5  a  man 
of  the  greateft  piety,  wifdom,  and  learning,  as  had 
flourifhed  a  long  time  in  Wales,  excepting  his  father, 
under  whole  tutelage  he  was  educated.     The  year 
>09».  following.  King  William  Rufus,  as  he  was  hunting 
in  the  new  forrcft,  was  accidentally  flain  with  an  ar- 
row, which  one  Walter  Tyrrel  fbot  at  a  ftag ;  and  his 
eldcA  brother  bemg  then  engaged  in  the  holy  war, 
Henry  his  younger  brother,  whom  in  his  life-time  he 
had  nominated  his  fucceflbr,  was  crowned  in  his  ftead. 
The  fame  year,  Hugh  Earl  of  Chefler,  Grono  ap 
Cadogan,    and    Gwyn  ap    Gruffydh  dcpaned  this 
life, 
iioo.      About  two  years  after,   a  rebellion  broke  out  in 
England ;  Robert  de  Belefmo,  the  fon  of  Roger  de 
Montgomery  Earl  of.  Salop,  and  Arnnlph  his  brother 
Earl  of  Pembrock,  took  up  arms  againft  king  Henry ; 
which  he  being  informed  of,  fent  them  a  very  gra- 
cious melT^e  to  come  before  him,  and  declare  their 
grievances^  and  the  reaibn  of  their  rifing  up  in  arms 
dgainft  his  Majefty.     But  the  Earls  inftead  of  ap- 
pearing in  perfon,  lent  him  flight  and  frivolous  ex« 
cufes,  and  in  the  mean  while  made  all  neceffary  pre-> 
parations.  for  the  war,  both  by  raifing  of  forces,  and 
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fortifying  their  caflies  and  ftrong  ImAIsv   -  And  to 
ftrcngthen   themfcly^s  the-  iiiore*  ithcy  'fent  rich  prc« 
fcnts,    and  made  lame  ^mtfes   to  lor.t^enh^  Cado- 
gan,  and.  Meredith,  the  foob  df.Blethyn  apiConfyn  j 
tor  to  bring  them  to  thw  fifle.  ^  Robert  fortified  four 
caftles,  namely,  Arundel,.  Tckinhil,  Shrewftdry,  and 
Brugge  I  yfhkh  Uft,  by  rea£[>n  that  Robert  buik  h  wkh^ 
out  the  confent  of  tbc.  king,  was  the  chief  occafion 
of  this  war*,  and  Ar'nuiph  rortified  his  cafUe  at  Pem- 
brock.    After  this,  they  entered  ia;an.fabftik:  manner 
into  the  territories  of  tb©  king  of  England/ivaftlng 
and  deftroying  all  before  theitn.     And  to  augment  their 
itrength,  Arnulph  fent  Gerald  his  f]:eward^  to  Mur^^ 
kart  King  of  Ireland,  defiring  his  daughter  .in  wed* 
lock'j   which  was  cafily:  granted,    with  Ihe.  promife 
too    of  great    fuccours    and   large   iiipplics.    King 
Henry,  to  put  aftop  to  their  bold 'ad veptures,  march-^ 
ed  in  perfon  againit  them;  and  laying  fiege  (o  the 
caftle  of  ^rundtl,  won  it  without  any^great  oppofii 
tion  •,  and  quickly  afterwatrds  the  caftle  of  Tekinhill ; 
but  that  of  Brugge,  by  realbn  of  the  fituation  of  the 
place,  and  the  depth  of  the  ditch  about,  it,  feemed 
to  require  longer  time  and  harder  fervtcc ;  and  there- 
fore King  Henry  was  advifed  to  fend   privately  to 
lorwerth  ap  Blethyn,  promifmg  Jiim   great  rewards  if 
he  forfook  the  earl*s  part,  and   came  over  to  him; 
urging   to  him,   what  mifchief   Roger,  earl  Robert's 
father,  and  his  brother  Hugh,  had  continually  done 
to  the  .Welch-men,      And   to  make  him   the  more 
willing  to  accept  of   his  propofals,    he  promifcd  to 
give  him  all  fuch  lands  as  the  earl  and  Jiis  brother 
had   in   Wales,   without  either  tribute  or  homage ; 
which  was  a  part  of  Powys,  Cardigan,  and  half  Dyfed  i 
the  other  part  being  in  the  poffeffion  of  William  Fitz- 
Baldwyn.     lorwerth  receiving  thefc  offers^  accepted  of 
them  very  gladly,  and  then   coming  to  thd  king,  ht 
fent  all  his  forces   to  carl  Robert's  -lands,  who  havr 
ing  received  very   ftrift   orders,    deftroyed    without 
mercy  every  thing  they  met  with;  and  what  made 
the  fpoil  the  greater,  earl  Robert   upon  his  rebelling 
againfl  King  Henry,  had   caufed  his  people  to  con^ 
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vcy  all  their  goods  to  Wales,  for  fear  of  the  Englifh  i 
not  thinking  how  his  father's  memory  founded  a*^ 
mong  the -Welch.  But  when  the  News  of  lor- 
werdi*s  rcvoh  reached  Ac*  ears  of  the  earl,  Ca- 
dogan  and  Meredith,  lorwerth's  brothers  j  their 
fpirits  began  to  faint^  as  defpairing  any  longer  to 
oppofe  the  king,  fince  lorwerth,  who  was  the  per-^ 
•  fon  of  greateft  ftrcngth  in  Wales,  had  left  and  for- 
faken  them»  Arnulph  was -gone  to  Ireland  to  fetch 
home  his  wife,  and  ro  bring  over  what  fuccour  his 
father-in-law.  King  Nfurkart,  could  afford  to  fend 
him  5  but  he  not  coming  in  time,  fome  other  method 
was  to  b^  tried^  how  to  get  fome  aid  againft  the 
Englifh.  A  little  before  this  rebellion  broke  out^ 
Magnus,  Harold's  fbn,  landed  the  fecond  time  in  the 
iile  of  Angkfey,  and  being  kindly  received  by  Gruf-* 
fydh  ap  Conan,  he  had  leave  to  cut  down  what  tim- 
ber he  had  need  for ;  and  fo  returning  to  the  Ifle  of 
Man,  which  he  had  got  by  conqucA:,  He  built  there 
three  cailles,  and  then  iSnt  to  Ireland  to  have  the 
daughter  of  Murkart  in  marriage  to  his  fon,  which 
being  obtained,  he  created  him  king  of  Man,  earl 
'Robert  hearing  this,  fent  to  Magnus  for  aid  againit 
king  Henry ;  but  receiving  none,  he  thought  it  now 
high  time  to  look  to  his  own  fafety ;  and  therefore 
he  fent  to  the  king,  requeflring  that  he  might  quietly 
depart  the  kingdom,  in  cafe  he  fhould  lay  down  his 
arms;  which  the  king  having  granted,  he  failed  to 
.  Normandy,  And  then  king  Henry  fent  an  cxprefs 
to  his  btother  Arnulph,  requiring  him  either  to 
follow  his  brother  out  of  the  kingdom,  or  to  deliver 
{limfelf  up  to  his  mercy ;  and  fo  Arnulph  went  over 
alfo  for  Normandy.  When  the  king  was  returned 
to  London,  lorwerth  took  his  brother  Meredith  pri- 
foner,  and  committed  him  to  the  king's  cuflody; 
his  other  brother  Cadogan  having  reconciled  himfdf 
beforehand^  to  whom  lorwerth  gave  Cardigan,  with 
a  part  of  Powys.  Then  lorwerth  went  to  London, 
to  put  the  king  in  mind  of  his  promife,  and  the  fer- 
vice  he  had  done  him  againft  carl  Robert ;  but  the 
Hing  finding  «|iow  all  nutters  at  quiet,  was  deaf  to 
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all  fucK    Femcmbranoes,    and' inftcad  cf    promififtg      .r.  • 
what  he  had  once  voluntarily  propofed,  againft  aU 
rules  of  equity  and  grachude,    he  took  away.  Dyfed 
from  lorwcrth,  and  gave  it  to  a  kni^  rf  his  own, 
called  Saer;   and  Stratywy.  Cydwcly,  aod  'Gwyr  he 
beftowed  upon  Howel  apt  Gron^,  and/ferit  Idrwerth 
away  nnore  empty  than  he  came:  nor  wa&  thisr  fuf* 
iicient  reward  for  his  fbnncr  fervices  j  but  the  next 
year  King   Henry   muft  fend  fome  erf  his  counfelA.D.rioi# 
to  Shrewlbury,    and  cite  Iwnprcrth  to  api)e^r  there, 
under  pretence  of  confuldng  .abdat  the  king^s  bufi« 
nefs  and  affairs  of  thofe  parts.    But  the  plot  was 
laid  deeper }    and  when:  without   any*  rfidpidbn  of 
treachery,  he  made  his  appeairance,  he  wa3^  Ustpxizedly 
atuinted  of  Mgb  treaioo,  .^ndthea*  contrary  ta  all 
right  and  juftice  aftu^y  condemned  ta  perpecuaf  ^im*^ 
prilbnment;    the   true:  reaibn    of  this/tinpat^leled 
feverity   beings   the  king  >  feared  his  ftrength,   and 
was  appreheofive  that  he  would .  revenge  the^wrong 
add  affront  he  received  at  his  hands.     And  indeed, 
well  had  he  reafon  to  fear  that,,  when  he  ib  ungrate^ 
fully  treated  Kim,  whofc  fervicc  he  had  ^perienced 
to  be  fo  greatly  advantageous  to  him» .  But  the  po* 
licy  of  Princes  is  unaccountable ;    and  whether  to 
value  an  eminent  perfon  for  his  fcrvicc,  t>r-to  fear 
him  for  his  greatnefs,    is  a  .fubjeft  that  frequently 
difturbs  their  moft  fettled  conliderationsh     &it  the 
noblemen  that  were  at  this  time  lent  by  the*  king 
to  Shrewfburj%  were  Richard  dcr^Belmcrlh,  who  bding 
chief  agent  about  Roger  Montgomery  carl  of  Salop, 
was  prrfered  to.  the  bifhoprick  of  London,  and  after- 
wards appointed  by  this  kihg^  to-be  warden;  'of  the 
marlhes,'    and  govcrnour  of,  the  county  of  •Salop. 
With  him  were  joined  in  company,  Walter  Oonftable, 
the  father  of  Milo,  carl  of  Hereford,  and  Rayner  the 
king's  lieutenant  in  the  county  of  Salop*    About 
this  time,  as  Bale  writes,  thd  church  of  Menevia  or 
S.  Davids,  began  to  be  fubjed  to  the  fee  of  Canter- 
bury, being  always  afore  the  metropolitan  chutx:h  of 
all  Wales.  ...  v 
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A.D.II02.  ShorcJjr  after  tbi^,  Owen  apEdwyn^  who  liad  been 
authorvof  Jto"  fmall  niikhkf  and  difturbahce  to  the 
Weldi,  in  moving  tfver  fenglifli  .agatnfl:  his  natural 
prince^ r' and  ::ft>n-in-law  Cruffydh  ap  Ccman,  depart* 
ed  this  ii&v  after  a.ticdiotis  and  nU&rable  ficknefs ; 
of  wKich  hcl  was.  fo  iwufib  the  k&  pitied,  iby  how 
much  he  bad  provedraa.endffly  an4  a  traitor  to  his 
native  jcowofcryr  '  He .  was.  :tfte  Ibn*  of  Gitino,  by  his 

-  :  I  wife.  Edelfledc  the  wldo4/  ^  of  f  Edatixirtd,  &manied 
Ironfidef  -kirig- of  Engfand-v  and  had  the  title  of 
legengls  though  ^ the  >;E;iig^9^  when  they,  had  com^ 
peUed^Grugydh  ap  Conaa^a  Oee  to  IvdizRd  for  fafery; 
conftiwted:  iiim  princefibf  all  North. Wales.  After 
bis.  deftt£^  Richard  .^kz^iBaAdwyhi  laid  fiege  to,  and 
took  th^icaiUe  of  Kycfcocs,  find  ibrdl^  6tQv6  ^Howel 
ap.Gtorkiq*13L*whdnL!ieiii^iJie^  Bad.  oAmpiitced  the 
cuit<)dy  or  it,  out  of  tbe^Conntcy;:;  BO0  Howel  quick- 
ly .:re(:rtmed<  and  with  a*  hirfi  fpirtt  of  revenge,  be^ 
gaiirlO'dtihpy  and  Jxnrn  ^atfoevet  hevcould  meet 
^itbly'^nd  dien  meeting.  ia  Tjparty  of  the  ^Normans  in 
their  return  hdmeward?,^^  fte  tell  upon  the  flank  of  thctit 
tj^ith  a  very  donfidetaUe.  (hugger;  and  fa  brought  all 
the  country  to.  his  fobieAipn,   excepting  fosne  few 

SLrriic6>$  '  and  caftjes  wakh.  .would  not  furrehder  to 
m.  V  The  ^Moe  time  KiilgrHcnry:  took  away  iiom 
8aer  the  governrtttrit.bf  .Oyfed,  which  forcneriy  was 
lorwccth  ap  Bkthyn's,  and  beftowed  it  upon  Gerald, 
who  hud  been  fomc  time  e^rl  Amulph's  fteward  in 
thofe!  pmts ;  and  therefore  by  reaibn  <of  his  know* 
|ed^  ]of  the  country,  was  in  all  probabUity  beft  able 
to  take. upon  him  the  management  of  it.  But  the 
KjQroQians  in  Rytkocs  caftk  being  fenfible  that  they 
were  liot  aWc  to  effbft  any  thing  againft  Howel  ap 
Qrono.iiLopen  fiel^^  a^nr  their  accuitomed  manner, 
began  tx>put  th^  in.exrecution  by  treachery,  which 
they  could  not  compafe  by  force  of  arms.  And 
bi^wto  make  Howel  a  &crifice  to  thofe  Normans  he 
had  lately  flain,  they  could  find  no  fafer  way  than  by 
corrUpriftg  one  Gwgan  ap  Mcyric,  a  man  in  gr^at 
favour  and  efteem  with  Howel,  upon  the  accoimt 
chicfly.that  one  of  his  children  was  nurfed  by  Gwgan*s 
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vn£c.    This  iingratcfoj  h^iflairi,  to  cany  od  his  wicked 
intrigpe  cbe  more  uofuifiefted,  g^ve  Howel  a  very 
earneft  inviiation  to  his  houfe  to  a  merrimemv  where, 
without  any  fuipicioa  of  treachery,  being  .cotxie,  he 
was  welcomed  with  all  the^  feeming  affe&ion  and 
kindnefs  imaginable.    But  no  fooner  Was  Jie  fettkd,A.D.n«3i 
but  Gwgan  gave  notice  thereof  to  the  Norman  garri^ 
fons  i  and  therefore  by  brtak  of  day  they  cnijeied  the 
town,  and  coming  about,  .the  hojufe  where  Howel 
lay  in  bed,  they  prefently  gave  a  great  Ihout.    Hofw)^ 
hearing  tHe.noife,  fuffModed  fomething  ofimifchief^ 
and  therefore  leaping  in.  all  hafle  out  pf  bed,<  he 
made  to  his  weapons,  but  could  not^fittd  them,  by 
reafon  th^t  Gwgan  had  conveyed'  them:  away  MihiiSL       "  "^ 
he  was  aflcepi    And.  jiow  being'  ailuled  of.  treachery ^ 
in  the  cafe,   and  findhig  that  his  men  had  £ed  for 
their  lives,  he  endeavoured  all  he  coi^d  to  make  hia> 
efcape }  but  Gwgan  and  his  company  wer^  too  quick: 
for  him  I  and  fo  being  fefiured,  they  ftrangled  him," 
and  delivered  Jiis  body  to  the  Normahi,  who  haying- 
cut  oflF  his  head,  conveyed  it  to  the  caftle  of  Rydcors- 
This  mpft  villainous  ^jurder,  fo  barbaroufly  commit-  . 
ted  upon 'the  king's  lieutenant,  was  not  in  the  leaft 
taken  nptice  ot ;  £or  I^ng  Henry  was  fo  unreafpnably 
prejudic^l  in  favour  of  thp  NormanB^  that  whatever 
mifdemeanor,  b^  it  of  never  fo  high  a  nature,  was* 
by  thaw  cominiltcd,    it  was    prefemly  winked  at,. 
and  let  fell  to  the  ground ;  whereas,-  tf.  the  Welch, 
trefpafied  but  againft  the  leaft  iojundion  of  the  king's: 
laws^  they  were  moft  fevercly  puniflied;  which  was. 
the  cai^  that  they,  afterwards  itood  up  againft  the; 
king  in    their   own   defence,   being   by  fxp?rience 
afTured^  that  he  minded  nothing  more  than  their  uttet 
deftruf^ioa 

About  this  time  Anfeliti,  archbifhop  of  Canterbury^, 
convened  a  fynod  ai  tx>ndon,  wherein  among  others  . 
injunctions  then  decreed^  the  celibacy  of  the  clergy 
was  enjoined  *,  marriage  being ,  before  over  albwed 
of  m  Britain,  to.  them  in  holy  orders^  But  this 
new  injun^ion  created  a  great,  deal  of:  beat  and; 
animofity  among  the  clergy^  fome  approving  of  iC 
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as  reafonable  and  oithodbxlcal  ^  others  condemiuii^ 
it,  as  an  innovation^  and  contrary  to  the  plain  letter 
of  fcripture^  But  during  thefe  difputes  betweeci 
the  clergy,  king  Henry.  &ing  now  in  the  fifth  year 
of  his  reignf  tailed  over  .with  a  great  army  intd 
Normandy,  where  his  brother  Robert)  tc^dier  with 
Robert .  de  Belefmo,  Arnulph^  and  William  earl  of 
Mortaign^  gave  him  battle  i  but  the  -king  having  ob^ 
tained  the  vi&ory,  took  the  dUke  his  brother,  with 
William  of  Mbrtaign^  prifoners ;  and  carrying  tliem 
into  England,  he  caiifed  firft  his  broth^a*  Roben's 
eyes  to  be  plucked  out,  and.  then  condemned  them 
both  to  perpetual,  imprifonment  in  the  caftle  of  Cardyffl 
A.P.1104. About  the  iSunc  time  Meyric  and  Gruffydh,  the  fons 
of  Trahaem  ap  Caradoc  were  both  flain  by  the  means 
of  Owen  2lp  Cadogan  ap  Blethyn ;  whofc  uncle  M^e- 
dith  ap  Blethyn,  who  had  been  prifoner  for  a  long  time 
in  England^  now  broke,  open  the  prifon,  wherein  he 
was  very  narrowly  confined ;  and  returning  to  his  own 
(;ountry,  had.hbeftate  reftored,  which  merwards  hd 
quietly  enjoyed. 
>io5.  The  next  year  a  very  difmal  and  cakmitotis  ac^ 
cident  happening  in  the  Low-countries,  proved  very 
incommodiotts  and  ptejudieial  to  the  Wekh  ;  for  a 
great  part  of  Flanders  being  drowned  by  the  over- 
flowing of  the  fea^  the  inhabitants  were  compelkd 
to  feek  for  fome  other  country  so  dwell  in,  their 
own  being  now  covered  with  water.  And  therefore 
a  great  many  being  come  oter  to  England,  thty  re- 
qucfted  of  King  !tknry  to  aflign  them  fome  part  of 
his  kingdom  which  was  empty  and  void  of  inha- 
bitants, where  thty  might  fettle  and  plant  themlelvesi 
The  king  taking  advantage  of  this  charitable  oppor- 
tunity, and  being  in  a  manner  aflured,  that  thefe 
Flemings  would  be  a  confiddrable  thorn  in  the  fide 
of  the  Welch,  beftowed  upon  ihem  very  liberally 
what  was  not  juftly  in  his  power  to  give ;  and  ap- 
pointed them  the  country  of  Ros,  in  Dyfed  or  Weft-* 
Wales,  where  they  continue  to  this  day.  But  Gerald 
the  king's  lieutenant  in  thofe  parts,  was  refolved  to 
be  afore-hand  with  them,    and  rebuilt  ^e  caftle  of 
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I'embjfock,  in  a  place  calkd  Congarth  Fechan  j  whi- 
ther he  removed  his  family  and  all  his  goods*  BuCa.d.  u-^c. 
here  a  very  unfortunate  accident  happened  to  him  i 
for  Cadv.gan  ap.Blcthyn  having  prepared  a  fumptuous 
feaft'in-  the  Chrifbmas,  invited  all  the  lords  to  hiscoiin- 
try-houfe  in  Dyfed^  and  among  the  reft  his  fon  Owen, 
who  lived  in  Powis,  This  young  gentleman*  being  at 
his  father's  houfe,  and  hearing  Nell  the  wife  of  Ge- 
rald univcrrally  praifed  for  her  incomparable  beauty, 
v^as  fo  iinicten  widi  the  rumour  that  went  abroad  of 
her,  that. by  all  means  he  muft  fee  the  lady,  who  was 
by  all  fo  much  admired.  Andforafmuch  as  Gwladys,' 
wife  to  Rhys  ap  Theodore,  and  mother  to  Neft,  was 
the  daughter  of  Rywalhon  ap  Confyn,  coufin-gcrman 
to  Cadwgan  his  father  5  under  pretence  of  friendfliip 
and  relation,  he  made  bold  to  pay  her. a  vilit.  But 
finding  the  truth  far  oo  furpafs  the  farrie  that  went  of 
hcr^  ke .  ^turned  home  fo  inflamed  with  her  charms, 
that  not  being  able-  to  keep  the  madefy  over  himfelr^ 
he  v^fit  back  again  the  faq^e  night,  and  being  attended 
by  a  company  of  m\dp  head-ftrprtg  youths^  they  pri- 
vily emer-ed  into  the  caitle,  and  encompafliiig  the  cham- 
ber about,  whcfe  Gerald  and  his  wife  lay,  they  fet  the 
houfe  on  fire*  Gerald  hearing  a  noife,-  would  fain  go 
out  to  krtoiv  the  meaning  of  fuch  unfeafonable  di«^ 
fturbaiice  j  but  his  wife  fearing  .fome  treachery,  per- 
fuaded  him  to  make  as  private  an  efcape  as  he  could : 
and  then  pulling  up  a  bpard  in  the  privy,  let  him  go 
that  way.  Then  returning  to  her  chamber,  Ihe  would 
fain  aflure  thofe  notorious  youths, .  that  there  was  no 
body  bcfides  hcrfelf  and  children  there;  but  this  be- 
ing not  fatisfadory,  they  forcibly  broke  in,  and  having 
fearched  every  the  moft  private  corner,  and  not  find* 
ing  Gerald,  they  took  his  wife  and  two  fons,  with  a 
fon  and  a  daughter  born  by  a  concubine,  and  carried 
them  away  to  Powis  j  having  firft  fet  fire  to  the  caftle, 
and  deftroyed  the  country  as  they  went  along,  Cad- 
wgan,  Owen's  father,  bearing  of  what  outrageous 
crime  his  fon  had  committed,  was  exceedingly  con- 
cerned and  forry,  chiefly  becaufe  hereby  he  was  like 
to  incur  King  Henry's  great  difplcafure ;  and  therefore 
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he  wcrtt  with  all  fpecd  to  Powis,  and  dcfired  his  (brf 
wiih  all  intreatiesi  to  fend  home  to  Gerald  his  wife  and 
children^  with  whatever  elfe  he  had  taken  away  fr^m 
him.     But  Owen  was  fo  amouroufly  inexorable  with 
refpeft  to  the  woman,  that  he  would  by  no  means  part 
with  her  ;    however,  upon  her  requeft,   he  was  will- 
ing to  reftore  Gerald  his  children  back  again,  which 
forthwith   he  performed.     But  when  Richard  biftiop 
of  London,  whom  King  Henry  had  conftituted  War- 
den of  the  Marches,  bemg  now  at  Shrewlbury,  heard 
of  this,  he  fcnr  for  Ithel  and  Madoc  the  fons  of  Ryryd 
dp  Blcthyrt,    perfons  of  great  power  and  intercft  in 
Wales,  promifing  them  very  confiderable  rewards,  bc- 
.   fides  the  government  of  the  whole  country,  in  cafe  they 
could    bring  OWen  and  his  father  Cadwgan,    cither 
dead  Ol"  alive,   to  him^   that  he  nrght  revenge  that 
heinous  affront  which  they  had  done  to  the  king  of 
Erigland,    With  them  he  joined  Lhywarch  the  fon  of 
Trahaern  ap  Caradoc,  whofe  two  brethfen  Owen  had 
flain,  and  Uchtryd  the  fon  of  Edv^yn ;  which  four  un-* 
dertook  to  anftvef  eflFeaually  the  bifliop's  propofal  to 
them.    But  when  they  had  united  their  forces,  and  be* 
gah  irt  an  hoftile  manner  to  deftroy  the  country  as  they 
pafled  along  v  Uchtryd  lent  private  notice  before  him^ 
requiring  all  who  were  any  way  defirous  of  theif  own 
fafety,  to  come  to  him ;  bccaufe  no  quarters  was  to  be 
given  to  arty  t|iat  was  found  in  the  country*    The  peo- 
ple being  thus  fo  opportunely  forewarned,  began  to 
bethink  with  themfelves  how  they  might  bcft  avoid  fo 
eminent  a  danger^  and  thereupon  fome  fled  to  Aruftiy^ 
others  to  Melienyth,  fome  to  Stradtywy,  and  fome  to 
Dyfed  -,  but  in  this  latter  place  they  met  with  very 
Cold  Welcome ;  for  Gerald,  who  was  then  very^  bufy 
in  cxercifing  revenge  upon  that  country,   falling  in 
among  them,  cut  off  a  confiderable  number  of  them* 
The  like  fate  befel  them  who  efcaped  to  Aruftly  and 
Melienyth*,  for  Walter  bifliOp  ot  Hereford  having 
Taifcd  an  army  ih  defence  of  the  town  of  Caermyrdhyn, 
before  he  could  come  thither,  accidentally  met  with 
thefc  ftragling  fugitives,  and  knowing  to  what  country 
they  belonged  to,  without  any  funhcr  cereiix>oy9  he 
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4cll  upon  them,  and  put  moft  of  them  to  the  f>vord. 
But  they  who  fled  to  Stradtyvvy,  were  gently  received 
by  Meredith  ap  Rytherch,    arid   fucli   as  rcforted  to 
Uchtryd,  were  kindly  entertained  by  hirti ;  and  fo  he 
marched  with  the  reft  of  his  confederates  to  Rydcors 
caftle)  it  being  the  general  opinion,  that  it  was  bcft 
to  enter  the  country  by  night,  and  to  take  Cadwgan 
and  Owen  his  fon  by  furpiife.    But  Uchtryd  reflefting' 
upon  the  difficulty  oftht  country,  and  how  cafily  they 
might  be  entrapped  bj  an  ambiifcade,  difluadfd  them 
from  any  fuch  nodurnal  undertakings  |  ^d  told  theni, 
that  it  was  far  more  advifeablc  to  enter  the  couhtry  in 
jgpod  order,  when  the  light  gave  the  ioldiers  opportu- 
nity to  keep  and  qbfervc  their  ranks>     But  whilft  they 
were  thus  canfidcring  of  tlic  moft  effeftual  way  to  car- 
ry on  their  purppfe^  Owen  got  a  Ihip  at  Aberdyfi, 
bound  for  Ireland  j  and  cfcaping  thither,  avoided  the 
narrow  inarch  that  was  the  following  day  made  for 
them.    But  when  neither  father  nor  fon  could  be  fourtd^        , 
all  the  fault  was  laid  upon  Uchtryd,  who  had  difluaded 
them  from  falling  upon  the  caftle  unexpe£tcdly  j  and- 
therefore  all  they  could-  do,  fince  their  efcape,  was  to 
burn  and  deftroy  ^hc  country ;  which  they  did  effec- 
tually, excepting  the  two  fanftuaries  of  Lhanpadarn 
and  Lhandewi  Brefi ;  out  of  which  however  they  took 
fevcral  perfons.  who  had  efcaped  thither,  and  carried 
them  aWay  prifoners  to  their  fevcral  countries.     But 
Owen,  with  them  who  were  acceffary  to  the  burning 
of  Kj^i^cprs  caftle^  being  fled  into  Ireland^  defired  the 
Umbrage  and  prptettroh  of  King  Murcart ;  who  re- 
ceived him  very  gladly,  upon  the  account  of  their  for- 
mer acquaintance ;  for  Owen,  during  the  war  betwixt 
the  Earls  of  Arundel  and  Gheftcif^  and  the  Welch,  had 
ifted  to  King  jMurearr^    and  brought  him  very  rich 
prcfents  from  Wales,  Cadwgan  all  this  while  lay  pri- 
vately in  Powis  J   but  thinkmg  it  impoflibie  to  conti- 
nue there  long  undifcovered,  he  acijudgcd  it  his  wifer 
way  to  fend  to  King  Henry,  and  to  declare  his  inno- 
cehcy  and  abhorrence  of  that  fa6k  Which  his  fon  had 
committed.     The  King  was  eafily  perfuadcd  that  the 
old  man  wa3  guiltlefs,  and  wholly  ignorant  of  his 
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fon*s  crime  i  and  therefore  he  gave  him  pertniflion  to 
remain  in  the  country,  and  to  enjoy  the  town  and 
lands  he  received  by  his  wife,  who  was  the  daughter 
of  a  Norman  lord,  called  Pygot  de  Say.  But  his 
lands  in  Ppwis  were  otherwife  diftributed  •,  for  his  ne- 
phews Madoc  and  Ithel,  finding  what  circumftances 
their  uncle  Cadwgah  lay  under,  upon  the  account  of 
his'fon  Owen^^^  divided  betwixt  thcmfelves  fuch 
lands  as  he  and  his  fon  pofleflcd  in  Powis,  though  af- 
terwards they  could  never  agree  about  the  eqUal  di- 
ftribution  of  it.  To  counterbalance  this,  Cadwgan 
made  fuch  friends  to  the  King  of  England,  that  up- 
on paying  the  fine  of  lool.  he  had  a  grant  of  all  his 
lands  in  Cardigan,  and  a 'power  to  recall  all  the  inha- 
bitants, who  had  rubbed  off  upon  the  publication  of 
the  King's  late  order,  That  no  Welchman  or  Norman 
ihould  dwell  in  Cardigan.     Upon  information  of  this 

Sant  to  Cadwgan,  feveral  of  them  that  retired  to  Ire- 
id  returned  again  privately  to  Wales,  and  lurkingly 
remained  with  their  friends  •,  but  Owen  durft  liot  ap- 
'  pear  in  Cardigan,  by  reafori  that  his  father  had  received 
that  country  from  Kin^  Henry,  upon  condition  that 
he  would  never  entertam  nor  receive  his  fon,  nor  by 
any  means  fuccour  him  either  with  men  or  money. 
Neverthelefc,  O^^en  came  to  Powis^  and  would  fain 
be  reconciled  to  the  king,  aUd  make  an  atonement  for 
his  late  mifdemeahor ;  but  he  could  find  no  body  that 
would  venture  to  fpeak  in  his  behalf,  nor  make  the 
king  acquainted  with  his  defirc  and  willingnefs  to  fub- 
mit.     And  thus  being  hopclefs  and  full  of  defpair,  he 
could  not  poflibly  divine  which  way  to  turn  himfelf ;  till 
at  laft,   a  very  unexpefted  opportunity  oSeiied  him 
means  and  occafion  to  oppofe  the  Englifli.    The  matter' 
was  this,  there  happened  a  diflPerence  betwixt  Madoc 
ap  Ryryd  and  the  bilhop  of  London,  lieutenant  of  the 
marches  of  Wales,  about  certain  Englifli  felons,  who 
being  under  the  protedion  of  Madoc,  he  would  not 
reftore  at  the  biflhop's  requeft.      The   bilhop    being 
much  offended  at  Madawc's  denial,    threatened  him 
very   fevercly  j   and  therefore  to   make  all    poffible 
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preparations  againft  an  enfuing  ftorm,  Madawc  fcnt 
to  Owen,  who  heretofore  was  his  greateft  enemy,  de- 
Uring  his.  help  agaioA  the  bifhop  ;  and  by  this  means 
being  reconciled,  they  took  their  mutual  oaths  .not  to 
betray  each  other,  and  that  neither  flioijld  make  a  fe- 
parate  agreemexit  with  the  Englifh  without  the  know- 
ledge and  approbation  of  the  other.  And  fo  uniting 
their  power,  they  fpoiled  and  ravaged  all  the  country 
about  them,  deftroying  whjitever  they  could  meet  with 
ivhich  belonged  to  thofc  they  had  no  kindnefs  or  af- 
feftion  for,  without  the  leaft  diftindlion  of  Englilh  or 
Welch.  ' 

lorwerth  ap  Blethyn  had  been  very  unjuftly  detained  A.D.1107. 
in  prifon  all  this  time  ;  and  now  King  Henry  calling 
to  mind  what  hardihip  he  laboured  under,  and  that 
he  committed  him  to  cuftody  upon  no  pretence  of 
reafoD,  fent  to  know  of  him,  what  he  was  willing  to 
pay  for  his  liberty,  lorwerth.  being  now  almoft  ready 
to  (ink  under  a  fatigue  of  fo  long  imprifonment,  was 
glad  to  give  any  thing  he  was  able,  to  obtain  that 
which  he  had  fo  long  in  vain  hoped  for;  and  therefore 
he  promifed  cither  300 1.  in  fpecie,  or  to  the  value  of 
it  in  cattle  and  horfes  ;  for  the  payment  of  which,  lor- 
werth and  Ithel  the  fons  of  his  brother  Ryryd  were 
delivered  for  pledges.  Then  the  king  releafcd  him 
out  of  prifon,  and  reftored  him  all  his  lands  which 
were  taken  from  him  ;  and  of  the  due  for  his  liberty, 
the  king  beftowed  10 1.  upon  Henry,  Cadwgan*s  fon 
by  the  daughter  of  Pygot  de  Say  the  Norman.  Owen 
and  Madawc  all  this  while  committed  all  the  waftc 
and  deftrudlion  poilible,  and  cruelly  annoyed  both  the 
£^glifh  and  Normans  •,  and  always  withdrew  and  re- 
tired to  Iorwerth*s  eftate,  which  fo  troubled  him,  by 
reafon  of  the  king's  ftrift  orders,  not  to  permit  Owen 
to  come  to  his  or  Cadwgan*s  territories,  that  at  length 
he  fent  to  them  this  poiitlve  and  peremptory  rebuke ; 
"  Since  it  hath  pleafed  God  to  place  us  in  the  midft 
"  of  our  enemies^  and  to  deliver  us  into  their  hands ; 
^^  and  hath  fo  far  weakened  us,  as  that  we  are  not  able 
"  to  do  any  thing  by  our  own  ftrength ;  and  your  fa- 
tt  thcr  Cadwgan  and  myfelf,    are  pjircicuUrly  com- 
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f*  mandcd,  under  penalty  of  forfeiting  our  lands  and 
^'  eftates,  not  to  afford  you  any  fuccour  or  refuge  during 
.>'  thcfe  your  rebcUioifs  pradices  j  therefore  as  a  friend 
^^  I  increat  you,  command  you  as  a  lord,  and  defire 
,  ?*  you  as  a  kipfman^  that  you  come  no  more  to  mine 
♦^  or  your  father  Cadwgan's  territories/* 

Owen  and  Madawc  receiving  fuch  a  ppcfumptuous 
tnefl^ge,  were  the  more  enraged,  and  in  the  way  of  a 
malignant  retribution,  did  more  frequently  than  hereto* 
fore,lhelterthemfeIves  in  Iqrwerth's country;  in  fbniuch, 
that  at  laft,  fmcc  that  they  would  neither  by  threats 
nor  intrcaiies  defift  from  their  wonted  courfes,  he  was 
forced  to  gather  his  power,  and  drive  them  out  by  force 
of  arms.  Being  chafed  out  hence,  they  made  in-roads 
into  Uchtryd's  country  in  Merioncthlhipe ;  but  Uch- 
tryd's  fons,  being  then  in  Cy vtilioc,  hearing  of  it,  they 
fent  to  the  people  of  the  country,  with  pontivc  orders 
to  oppofc  and  rcfift  any  offer  they  would  make  to  en- 
ter the  country.  The  people,  though  wanting  a  flciU 
ful  commander,  were  resolved  to  do  s^  much  as  lay  i^ 
their  power ;  and  fo  meeting  with  them  by  the  way, 
they  let  upon  them  fo  furioufly,  that  Owen  and  Ma- 
dawc, though  after  a  brave  defence,  were  forced  to  bear 
back,  and  to  take  the  heels  *,  Owen  to  Cardigan  to  his 
father  Cadwgan,  and  Madawc  to  Powis.  Yet  ^1  this 
misfortune .  could  not  fupprels  the  rcftlefs  fpirit  of 
Owen  J  for  as  foon  as  he  could  rally  together  his  fcat- 
tered  tfoops,  he  made  divers  inroads  into  Dyfed,  and 
•  carrying  away  fcveral  perfons  to  the  fhips,  that  they 
came  in  from  Ireland ;  he  firft  ranfomed  them,  and 
then  lifting  them  under  his  own  command,  made  fuch 
addition  to  his  army,  that  he  ventured  fo  fet  upon  a 
town  in  Dyfed  belonging  to  the  Flemings,  and  having 
rafed  it  to  the  ground,  he  returned  to  Cardiean  ;  having 
,  no  regard  to  what  ineonveniency  might  bcral  his  father 
from  the  king  of  England,  upon  this  account :  which 
a  little  afterwards  unhappily  fell  out.  For  it  happened 
that  ^me  of  Owen's  men  having  h4d  intelligence,  that 
a  certain  bifhop  called  William*  dc  Brabant,  was  upon 
his  journey  through  that  country  to  the  court  of  Eng- 
land, laid  wait  for  his  poxing  j  who  without  any  ap- 
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prehenfion  of  treachery,  paffine  through  the  country 
was  unexpeftedly  flain,  he  and  all  his^  retinue.  lor- 
wcrth  and  Cadwgan  were  then  at  court,  to  fp^ak  with 
King  Henry,  concerning  certain  bufinefs  of  their  own  ; 
but  whilft  they  difcourted  the  king,  in  comes  a  Fie- 
iTiing,  that  was  a  brother  to  the  deceafed  biftiop,  and 
with  a  very  loud  exclamation,  complained  how  that 
Owen,  Cadwgan's  fon  had  flain  his  brother  and  the 
reft  of  his  company  *,  and  that  he  was  fuccoured  and 
entertained  in  Cardigan's  country.  King  Henry  hear- 
ing this,  was  wrathiully  difpleafed  at  fuch  cruel  bar- 
barity, that  a  perfon  of  that  quality  and  profcflion 
ihould  be  (o  treacheroufly  murdered  ;  and  therefore 

,  he  asked  Cadwgan  what  he  could  fay  to  the  matter; 
who  anfwered,  that  what  had  fo  unhappily  fell  out, 
was  done  without  the  leaft  of  his  knowledge  or  ap- 
probation, and  therefore  defired  his  Majefty  to  impute 

'  all  the  blame  and  guilt  of  that  unfortunate  adion  to 
his  fon  Owen,  But  King  Henry  was  fo  far  frpm  being 
fatisfied  with  this  reply,  that  he  told  Cadwgan  in  a 
violent  pafljon,  That  fincc  he  could  not  keep  his  fon 
fo,  but  that  he  was  aided  and  continually  entertained 
In  his  country,  he  would  beftow  it  upon  another  per- 
fon, who  was  better  able  and  more  willing  to  keep  him 
out;  and  would  allow  him  a  maintenance  upon  his 
own  proper  charges,  upon  thefe  conditions,  that  he  . 
fliould  not  enter  Into  Wales  any  more,  without  his 
farther  orders ;  and  fo  granting  him  twenty  days  for 
the  ordering  his  affairs,  he  gave  him  liberty  to  retire 
to  any  part  of  his  dominions,  excepting  Wales.  When 
Owen  and  Madawc  'were  informed  how  Cadwgan 
was  treated  by  the  king  of  England,  and  that  Cardi- 
gan, which  was  their  cniefeft  place  of  refuge,  was  to 
be  oiven  to  another  perfon,  they  thoyght  that  their 
condition  by  this  tirnc  was  defperate,  and  that  they 
had  not  better  ftay  any  longer  in  Britain  ;  and  there- 
fore with  all  fpeed  they  took  fhipping  for  Ireland, 
where  they  were  fure  to  be  honouraoly  entertained  by 
King  Murkart.  Then  Kiqg  Henry  lent  for  Gilbert 
§irongbow,  Earl  of  Strygill,  a  perfon  of  noted  worth 
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and  valour,  and  one  who  had  often  fued  to  the  king  for 
to  grant  him  ibme  lands  in  Wales,  and  bellowed  upon 
him  all  the  lands  and  inheritance  of  Cadwgan  ap  Ble- 
thyn,  in  cafe  he  could  conquer  and  bring  the  country 
under.  Gilbert  very  thankfully  accepted  of  the  pro* 
ix>fal,  and  having  drawn  together  all  the  forces  he 
was  able  to  raife,  he  pafled  to  Wales,  and  being  come 
to  Cardigan,  without  the  leaft  trouble  or  oppofition, 
he  reduced  the  whole  country  to  his  fubjedion.  The 
firff  thing  he  did,  was  the  beft  he  could  to  fecurc 
himfelf  in  this  new-purchafed  inheritance;  in  order 
to  which,  he  ereftcd  two  caftles,  one  upon  the  fron- 
tiers of  North  Wales,  upon  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Yftwyth,  a"!  mile  diftant  from  Lhanbadarn  -,  the  other 
towards  Dyfed,  upon  the  river  Teifi,  at  a  place  called 
Dyngcrant  \  where,  as  fomc  think,  Roger  Montgo- 
mcry  had  fome  time  before  laid  the  foundation  of  Cil- 
garran  caftle. 

Owen  and  Madawc  were  all  this  while  in  Ireland  ; 
but  this  latter  being  at  length  tired  with  the  country, 
and  not  willing  to  endure  the  manners  and  cuiloms  of 
the  Irilh,  came  over  for  Wales,  and  pafled  to  the  coun-^ 
try  of  his  uncle  lorwerth.  lorwerth  being  acquainted 
with  his  arrival  was  fcaful  to  JTufFcr  the  fame  fate  wkh 
his  brother  Cadwgan,  by  winking  at  his  being  there  j 
and  therefore  withput  any  regard  to  relation  or  con- 
fanguinity,  he  |)rcfently  ifmed  put  a  proclamation,  for- 
bidding any  of  his  fubjefts  under  a  great  penalty  to 
receive  him,  but  that  they'  fhould  account  him  an 
open  enemy  to  their  country^  and  en^Jeavow  all  they 
could  to  fecure  him,  and  to  bring  him  prifoner  be- 
fore him.  When  Madawc  underftood  this,  how  that 
his  pcrfon  was  in  continual. danger  whilft  he  remained 
there ;  having  drawn  to  him  aU  the  out-laws  and  vil-r 
lains  in  the  country,  he  kept  in  the  rocks  and  moun- 
tains devifing  all  the  ways  and  means  he  could  to 
be  revenged  lipoh  lorwerth-,  and  fo  made  a  private 
league  and,  agreement  with  Lhy.warch  aj) 'Txahaern, 
who  for  a  long  time  had.. been. .a  mortal  cntmy  of 
lorwcrth's.     TUcd  two  allcciates,  having  iritcUigcncc 
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thit  lofwerth  ky  one  night  at  Caereineon,  gathered  aH 
their  ftrcngrh,  and  came  and  encompafled  the  houle'at 
midnight  •,  which  when  lorwcrth's  fervants  pfcrceived, 
they  arofe  and  defended  the  houfe  with  all  the  might 
they  could ;  but^  the  aflailahts  at  laft  putting  the 
houfe  on  fire,  they  were  glad,  as  many  as  could,  to 
efcape  through  the  flames;  the  greateft  part  being 
forced  t0  yield,  either  to  the  enemies  fword,  or  the 
more  conquering  fire.  lorwerth  feeing  no  remedy, 
but  that  he  muft  undergo  the  fame  face  as  his  men 
had  done,  chofc  rather  to  die  in  the  prefcnce  of  his 
enemies,  with  his  fword  in  his  hand,  than  to  com- 
mit his  life  to  the  cowardly  flames ;  and  therefore 
rufliing  out  with  great  violence,  he  was  received  up- 
on the  points  of  the  enemies  fpears,  and  fo  being  tof* 
ied  into  the  fire,  he  miferably  periftied  by  a  double 
death.  As  foon  as  King  Henry  heard  of  his  death,  he 
fent  for  Cadwgan  to  him,  and  gave  him  aU  his  bro- 
ther's efl:ate,  being  Powys-land -,.  and  promifing  his 
fon  Owen  his  pardon,  upon  condition  he  would  de- 
mean himfelf  quietly  and  loyally  hereafter,  willed 
him  to  fend  for  him  back  from  Ireland.  King  Henry 
alio  about  this  time,  married  his  natural  fon  Robert 
to  Mabil  daughter  and  fole  heir  to  Robert  Fitz>hamon, 
lord  of  Glamorgan,  in  whofe  right  this  Robert  became 
lord  of  Glamorgan,  being  before  the  king  created  earl 
of  Glocefter ;  by  whom  the  cafl:le  of  Cardaf  was  built. 
But  Madawc  finding  the  matter  nothing  mended, 
and  that  his  other  uncle  Cadwgan,  who  lay  under  the 
fame  obligation  to  the  king  of  England,  ruled  the 
country,  ftd  himfelf  in  the  moft  private  and  inac- 
ccflible  places,  watching  only  an  opportunity  to  com- 
mit the  like  fad  upon  Cadwgan,  and  to  murder  him 
by  one  treacherous  way  or  another.  And  this  he 
effefted  in  a  little  time ;  for  Cadwgan  having  reduced 
the  country  to  fome  fort  of  fettlement  and  quietnefs, 
and  reflored  the  courts  of  judicature,  where  he  fate 
in  perfon  to  adminifter  juftice ;  came  with  the  reft  of 
the  elders  of  the  country  to  TraUwng,  now  Pool;  and 
having  begun  to  bylld  a  caftlc,  he  thought  to  make 
ih»  the   conftant  feat  of   his  habitation.    Madawc 
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imderftanding  his  defign,  laid  in  ambufh  for  him  in 
his  way  to  Trallwng ;  and  as  Cadwgan  unconcernedly 
pafled  by,  without  the  Icaft  fufpicion  of  treachery, 
he  fuddenly  fet  upon  him,  and  flew  him,  without  al- 
lowing him  any  time  either  to  fight  or  efcape^  Then 
he  fcnt  prefcntly  a  meffage  to  Shrewfbury,  to  the  biQiop 
of  London,  the  king's  lieutenant  in  the  marches,  to 
put  him  in  mind  of  his  former  prbmifcs  to  hini,  when 
he  chafed  Owen  out  of  the  country ;  becaufe  that  the 
bifhop  bearing  an  inveterate  enmity  to  Cadwgan,  and 
his  fon  Owen,  granted  Madawc  fuch  lands,  as  his 
brother  Ithel  was  poffeffcd  of.  But  Meredith  ap  Blc- 
thyn,  being  informed  of  the  death  of  both  his  brothers, 
went  in  all  haftc  to  the  king,  defiring  of  him  the  lands 
of  lorwerth  in  Powys,  which  he  had  lately  granted  to 
*•  Cadwgan  ;  which  the  king  granted  him,  till  fuch  time 
as  Owen  fhould  return  from  Ireland^  Owen  did  not 
ftay  long  before  he  came  over;  and  then  going  to 
King  Henry,  he  was  honourably  received,  and  had 
all  his  father's  eftate  reftored  tp  him  i  whereupon,  in 
gratitude  of  this  fignal  favour,  he  voluntarily  promilcd 
to  pay  the  king  a  confiderable  fine,  for  the  due  pay- 
ment of  which,  he  gave  very  refponfible  pledges. 
Madawc  finding  bimfelf  alone  to  be  left  in  the  lurch, 
and  that  he  had  no  feeming  power  tg  bear  head  againft 
the  king,  thought  it  alfo  his  wifeft  way  to  make  what 
reconciliation  he  could ;  and  therefore  he  oflFered  the 
king  a  very  great  fine,  if  he  fhould  peaceably  enjoy 
his  former  eftatc,  promifing  withal,  never  to  mo^ft 
or  difturh  any  one  that  was  fubje(St  to  the  crown  of 
England-  King  Henry  willing  to  bring  all  matters  to 
a  fettled  condition,  readily  granted  his  requeft,  and 
conferred  upon  him  all  he  could  reafonably  aflc  for  \ 
only  with  this  provifo,  that  upon  his  peril,  he  fhould 
provide  for  the  relations  of  them  whom  he  had  fo  bafely 
murdered. 
A.D.1109.  And  thus  all  matters  being  brought  to  a  peaceable 
conclufion  in  Wales  j  the  next  year,  Robert  de  Belefmo, 
who  had  been  one  of  the  chief  inftrunients  of  thefe 
Welch  diflurbances,  in  that  great  rebellion,  which 
Jximfcjf,  with  Roger  de  MontgQinery,  earl  of  Salop,  ai;id 
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his  brother  Arnulph  earl  of  Pembroke  had  raifed 
againft  the  king ;  was  taken  prifoner  by  King  Henry 
in  Normandy,  and  committed  to  perpetual  imprifon- 
ment  in  Warham-caftle.  The  year  following,  Merc-A.D,ino, 
dith  ap  Blethyn  detatched  a  confiderable  party  of  his 
men,  to  niake  incurfions  into  the  country  of  Lhywarch 
ap  Trahacrn  ap  Gwyn,  who  was  an  inveterate  enemy 
of  himielf  and  Owen  y  by  reafon  that  by  his  aid  and 
inftigation,  Madawc  was  encouraged  to  kill  his  un. 
cles  lorwerth  and  Cadwgan.  Thc&  men  as  they  pafled 
through  Madawc*s  country,  met  a  perfon  m  the  night- 
time who  belonged  to  Madawc ;  who  being  afked 
where  his  mafter  was,  after  fome  pretence  of  igno- 
rance, at  laft  through  fear  confefled,  that  he  was  not 
far  from  that  place.  Therefore  lying  quietly  there  all 
night,  by  break  of  day  they  arofe  to  look  out  their ' 
game;  and  unexpefbedly  furprizing  Madawc^  they 
flew  a  great  number  of  his  men,  and  took  himfelf 
prifoner;  and  fo  carrying  him  to  their  Lord,  they 
delivered  him  up,  as  the  greateft  honour  of  their  ex- 
pedition. Meredith  was  not  a  little  proud  of  his  pri  < 
loner,  and  therefore  to  ingratiate  himfelf  the  more 
with  his  nephew  Owrn,  he  committed  him  to  fafe 
cuilody,  till  he  was  (ent  for;  i^ho  coming  thither 
ftreight,  Meredith  delivered  Madawc  up  to  him.  Owen, 
though  hp  had  the  greateft  reafon  for  the  mod  cruel 
revenge,  by  reafon  that  both  his  father  and  uncle 
were  bafely  murdered  by  this  Madawc,  would  not  put 
him  to  death,  remembering  the  intimate  friendfhip  and 
oaths  that  had  paiTed  betwixt  them;  but  however, 
fo  fecure  him  from  any  future  mifchlef  he  might  prac- 
tife,  he  pulled  out  his  eyes,  and  then  fet  him  at  li- 
berty. But  leaft  he  fhould  be  capable  of  any  re- 
venge, by  reafon  of  his  eftate  and  ftrength  in  the 
country^  Meredith  and  Owen  thought  fit  to  divide  his 
lands  betwixt  them ;  which  were  Caernarvon,  Aber- 
hiw,  with  the  third  part  of  Deuthwfyr. 

Thcfe  home  bred   difturbances  being  pretty  well    ""^ 
j^ted,  a  greater  ftorm  arofe  from  abroad ;  for  the 
next  year,  King  Henry  prepared  a  mighty  army  to  en- 
fpr  into  Wales^  being  provoked  thereto  by  the  r<;qucft 
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of  thofc  who  enjoyed  a  great  part  of  the  Wekhmcns 
lands,  but  would  not  be  fatisfted  till  they  got  all. 
For  Gilbert  Strongbow  earl  of  Strygill,  upon  whom 
the  king  had  beftowed  Cardigan,  made  great  com- 
plaints of  Owen  ap  Cadwgan,  declaring  how  that  he 
received  and  entertained  fuch  perfons  as  fpoifed  and 
robbed  in  his  country ;  and  Hugh  earl  of  Chefter  made 
the  like  of  Grufiydh  ap  Conan  ?rince  of  North  Wales, 
how  that  his  fubjedts  and  the  men  of  Grono  ap  Owen  ap 
Edwyn  Lord  of  Tegengl,  unreproved,  wafted,  and 
burnt  the  country  of  Cheftiire ;  and  to  a^ravate  the 
matter  the  more,  he  added  farther,  that  Gruffydh  nei»- 
ther  owed  any  fervice,  nor  paid  any  tribute  to  the  king. 
Upon  thefe  complaints.  King  Henry  was  fo  cruelly 
enraged,  that  he  fwore  he  would  not  leave  one  living 
creature  remaining  in  North- Wales  and  Powys-land  ; 
but  having  extirpated  utterly  the  prefcrtt  race  of 
people,  he  would  plant  a  colony  of  new  inhabitants. 
And  then  dividing  his  army  into  three  parts,  he  de- 
livered one  to  the  condud  of  the  Earl  of  Strygill,  to  go 
againft  South- Wales,  which  comprehended  the  whole 
power  of  the  fourth  part  of  England  and  Cornwall : 
the  next  battle  was  dSefigned  againft  North- Wales,  in 
which  was  all  the  ftrength  of  Scotland  and  the  North, 
and  was  commanded  by  Alexander  king  of  the  Scots, 
and  Hugh  Earl  of  Chefter :  the  third  the  king  led  him- 
felf  againft  Powys,  wherein  was  contained  the  whole 
ftrength  of  the  middle  part  of  England.  Meredith  ap 
Blethyn  hearing  of  thdfe  mighty  preparations,  and  be- 
ing informed  that  this  vaft  army  was  defigned  ^ainft 
Wales,  was  quickly  apprchenfive  that  the  Welch  were 
not  able  to  make  any  great  defence  i  and  therefore 
thought  it  his  lafcft  way  to  provide  for  himfelf  before- 
hand ;  and  fo  coming  to  the  king^  yielded  himielf  up 
to  his  mercy.  But  Owen  fearing  to  commit  himfelf  to 
thofc  whom  he  knew  fo  greedily  to  covet  his  eftate, 
and  whom  he  was  aflured  were  far  more  defirous  to 
difpoflcfe  the  Welch  of  their  lands,  than  any  other 
.way  to  punifit  them  for  former  crimes  and  mifcjtfriagcs, 
fled  to  Gruffydh  ap  Conan  to  North- Wales.  Upon 
thaj,    king  Henry   converted  his   whok"  force,  that 

way, 
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Wayt  and  came  himfelf  as  far  as  Murcafttlh,  and  the 
Scotch  king  to  Pennant  Bachwy )  but  the  people  flying 
to  the  mountains,  carried  With  them  all  the  cattle 
and  pro^ifion  they  had ;  fo  that  the  Ehglifh  could 
not  foilcrve  chem,  and  as  many  as  attempted  to  come  at 
thecli,  were  either  flain  or  wounded  in  the  ftreights^ 
But  Alexander  king  of  the  Scots  finding  that  nothing 
could  poflibly  be  efFcdled  againfl  the  Welch,  as  long 
as  tbey  kept  the  roeks  and  mountains^  fent  to  Prinde 
Grufiydh  advifing  him  to  fubmit  himfclf  to  the  king, 
promifing  him  all  his  intercft  to  obtain  an  honourable 

Ejacc,  But  the  prince  was  too  WeU  a^^uainted  with 
nglilh  promifes,  and  therefore  refuidd  his  propofals  ; 
and  fo  King  Henry  being  very  unwillihg  to  return  with- 
out doing  fomething  in  this  expedition;  Tent  to  Owen 
toforfake  the  prince,  who  was  not  able  to  defend 
himfelf,  but  was  ready  to  ftrike  a  peace  with  the  Scot- 
tifli  king  and  the  earl  of  Chcfter.  But  this  cunning  In- 
(tnuation  would  not  take  efFeft ;  for  Owen  was  for  his 
life  as  diftruftful  of  King  Henty  as- Prince  Gruffydh; 
and  therefore  he  would  hearken  to  no  intrcaties  for 
fevdlting'from  him,  who  had  all  this  while  afforded 
him  reftlge,  till  at  length  his  uncle  Meredith,  an  old 
infihuating  politician^  perfuaded  him,  with  much  ado, 
not  fo  forfake  the  king  of  England^s,  propofals,  who 
offered  him  all  his  lands  without  tribute,  in  cafe  he 
would  come  to  his  fide  \  and  therefore  Meredith  ad- 
vifed  him  inftantly  to  accept  of  his  offer,  before  Prince 
Gruffydh  made  a  peace  with  the  king,  which  if  it 
Was  once  done,  he  would  be  glad  upon  any  fcore  to 
pufchafe  the  king's  mercy.  Owen  being  prevailed  up- 
on by  fuch  arguments,  came  to  the  king,  who  re- 
ceived him  very  gracioufiy,  and  told  him,  that  becaufc 
he  believed  his  promife,  he  would  not  only  perform 
thjit,  but  likewifc  exalt  him  above  any  of  his  kindred,  '  ' 
and  grant  him  his  lands  free  from  any  payment  of 
tribute.  Prince  Gruffydh  perceiving  how  that  Owen 
had  fubmitted  to  the  king,  thought  it  alfo  his  wifeil 
way  to  fue  for  peace ;  and  fo  promifing  the  king  a 
great  fum  of  money,  a  peace  was  then  a&ually 
agreed  upon,   and    confirmed;    which  the  King  of 

'England 
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England  was  the  more  ready  td  cbnfcnt  to,  becaufe  hi 
found  it  impoflible  to  do  him  any  hurt,  whilft  he  con- 
tinued encanoped  in  that  placci     Sonne  affirm^  that  the 
fubmiffion  as  well  of  Prince  Gruffydh  as  Owen,  was 
procured  by  the  policy  of  Meredith  ap  Bietiiyn  and  the 
earl  of  Cheft^r  -,  this  laft  working  with  Gruffydh^  and 
aflllring  him  that  Owen  had  made  his  peace  with  the 
king  before  any  -  fuch  thing  was  in  agiution,  lb  that 
the  prince  yielding  ibmewlmc  to   the  earl's  req%ieft» 
if  Owen  had  gone  contrary, tQ  his  oath,  which  they 
had  mutually,  taken,  n^t  to  make  any  peace  with  the 
Englifh^   without  one  anothers    knowled^    feemed 
to  incline  toa  pieace.    On  the  other  hand,  Meredith 
going  ia  pcirfon   to  his   nephew  Owen,  affirmed  for 
truth,  that  the  prince  and  tht  earl  of  Chcftfer  were 
.aftually  agreed,;  and  the  prince  was  on  his  journey 
to  the  king  to  make  his  fubmiSioni     And  in  the  mean 
while  Meredith  took .  efpecial  czarc  that  all  mefiengers 
betwixt  the.  prince  and  Owen  (ho\|ld  be  intercept^!  aAd 
by  that  means  Owen  wilfully  fubmitted  himfelf  to  tiie 
king. 

King  Henry  having  thus  finiflied  arid  brought  to  an 
end  all  his  bufinefs  in  Wales,  calling  Owen  to  him< 
told  him,  that  in  cafe  he  would  go  over  with  hiili  to 
Normandy,  and  there  be  faithful  to  him,  he  would 
upon  his  return  confirm  all  his  ptomiies  upon  him; 
and  fo  Owen  -accepting  of  the  king's  ofier^  went  with 
him  to  Noirnandy,  where  he  behaved  himfelf  fo  gal- 
lantly, that  he  was  made  a  knjgh( ;  and  after  his  re-^ 
turn  the  year  following,  he  had  all  his  lands  and 
Aii>;iiia.cftate  confirmed  unto  him*  About  the  fame  time 
GrifFri  biftiop  of  St»  David^s  died^  and  king  Henry  ap- 
pointed to  fucceed  him  one  Barnard  a  Nornianj  much 
againfl:  the  good-will  and  inclination  of  the  Welch, 
who  before  this  time  were  ever  ufcd  to  ele6t  their 
own  biQiop^  And  this  year  the  rumour  of  Gruffydh 
fon  to  Rhys  ap  Theodore  Was  fpread  throughout  South*^ 
•  Wales,  who,  as  the  report  wcnt^  for  fear  of  the  king 
had  been  from  a  child  brought  up  in  Ireland^  and 
having  come  over  about .  two  years  afore,  paft  his 
time    privately    among    his    relations^    particularly 

with 
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^kh  Gerald  Steward  of  Pembroke  his  brother- in  law. 
And  now  the  noife  of  a  new  prince  being  fpread  a- 
broad,  it  came  «c  taft  to  the  ears-  of  tjKe  king  of  £ng^ 
land,  that  a  certain  ptrfon  a^ppearcd  in  Wales,  who 
pretended  to  be  ^e  fon  of  Khys  ap  Theodore>  laco 
prince  of  South  Wak^  and  lai*  claim  to  that  princi- 
patitv^    which  was  now  in  tfie  king's  hands^     King 
Henry  bcing^fomewbar  coriarnid  with  fuch  a  repor t^     • 
and  tearing  left  that  this  nt^  fturc^r  fhould  create 
him  lome  gre^r  troubk^  te  thought  to  nip  him  in 
the  bud,   aiid  fent  down  orders  ^0  apprehend  hiinfi 
But  Gruffydh  ap  Rhys  bdrig awaueof  the  trajjs  laid 
againft  him^  Jfent  to  Gruffydh  ap  Conan  prince  of 
North  Wales,  defiring  his  alliibaiice)  and  that  he  might 
have  liberty  to  remain  fafe  in  his  country,    wh^h 
Grufiydh  ror  his  father's  account,  readily  grwted, 
and  treated  him  honourably »     A4ittle  after,  his  bro- 
ther Howel  who  was  imprifbned  by  Ardulph  Earl  of 
Pembroke  ittthc  caftle  of  Montgomery,  where  be  had 
remained  for  a  great  while,  made  his  efcape  and  iUrd 
to  his  brother,  tl^n  with  GrufFydh  ap  Conan  in  North 
Ws^cs.    But  King  Henry  beihe  informed  that  Gruf- 
fydh  ap  Rhys  and  his  brother  Howel  were  eMertaibed 
by  the  Prince  of  North  Wales,    fent  very  fmooth 
ktters  to  GrufFydh  ap  Conan,  defnring  to  fpeak^with 
hirn^  who  being  come,  he  received  him  with  all  the 
tokens  of  honour  and  friendfliip,  and  beftowed  upon 
him  very  rich  prefents,  juft  after  the  Norman  policy, 
"Who  ufually  make  very  much  of  thofe  whom  they  de- 
fign  afterwards  to  be  terviceahle  to  them.    After  fomc 
tin>e's  general  difcourfe.  King  Henry  came  at  length 
to  the  niain  point,    and   promifcfd  the  prince  even 
mountains  of  gold,  in  cafe  he  would  fend  GrufFydh 
ap  Rhys  or  his  head  to  him,  which  the  Prince,  ovet* 
come  by  fuch  fair  words  and  large  promifcs,  promifed 
to  perform,  and  fo  returned  joyfully  home,  big  with 
the  expe£tation  of  his  future  rewards     But  fome  who 
wifhed  better  to  GrufFydh  ap  Rhys  and  his   brother 
Howel,  prefenily  fufpefted  the  occafion  of  the  king's 
meffage,  and  therefore  they  advifed  them  to  withdraw 
themlelves  privately  for  fome  time,  till  Prince  Gruf- 
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fydh's  mind  be  better  underftood,  aod  whether  ht 
had  made  any  agreorn^nt  with  the  king  <^  England 
to  betray  them  to  hiih«  .  As  foon  as  the  Prince  was 
leturned  to  his  palace  at  AberffraiiKp.  ht  prcfirntly  en- 
quired for  GrufFydh  ap  Rhys,  and  kari^iog  in.  a  Uttle 
time  where  be  was»  he  .fcnt  a  troop  jof  horfe  to  recall 
him  to  his  courts  but  GrttSydh  hejaring  of  their,  ap- 
.  proach,  withallfpe^.tnade  his  e&ape  to  the  church 
of  Abcrdaron,  and  look  Ja^ctuary  ithefei  But  Prince 
GruSydhrnvas  fo  Defolqtt  tot  make  his  promife  good 
to  the  king  of  Ei^lmd,  that  Without  ,any  refped;  to 
thei  religious  i  place  he  ^had  efeaped  tob^  he  com- 
manded tt^  fame^DeiSEengers  to  rietttrOt  and  to  bring 
him  away  by  foisc)^  which  the  ctergy  of  the  country 
unanimQufly  withftood^  pipceftlng  that  they  would 
not  fee  the  liberties :,(rf:..thc  chui^th.ia  the  leift  in- 
fringcdk  Arid  whSHt.the.clei^.andthe  prince's  of* 
ficerft  ;w/ere  thu^  2^  dk^fata^  that  fame  nighty  &>mc  who 
had  cbmpaffion  «pc«%th^^  pnrtcc,  and  feeing 

how  grettdily  his  li£e -w^  thirftol  for^  conveyed  him 
-away^'outiof  Non^h  Wales  to  Strayiwy  in-?South  Wales. 
And  fobeing  delivered:  from  the  treacherous  and  tnor« 
.difikon^rurable  praAices  of  the  Pi^soerof:  Nfuth  Wales, 
he  was  forced  for  the  jdbfence  of  his  own  life -co  bid 
open  jQeiiance  to  the  king  of  England,  and  thereupon 
having  miied.all.the  forces  which  :the  fliortnefs  of  the 
lopportunity  would  pqrmit,  he  made  war  upon  the  Fle« 
mings  and  Normans.  .  /. 
A*i>.  iii3.  .  The  next  year,  he  laid  fiege  to  the  c^aftle  which 
ftood  over-againft  Arberthi    ^d  winning  the  fame, 
I  made  it  plain   with  the  ground,    and  from  thence 
marched  to  Lhanymdhfiy   caftle,  belonging  to  Ri- 
chard de  Pwns,  upon  whom  the  King  had  beftowcd 
-Cantrcf  Bychan,.  but   the   gamfi>n   commanded  by 
Meredith  ap  Rytherch  ap  Caradoc,  fo  manfully  de- 
fended it,  diat  Grafiydh  after  kitting  only  fome  fe\? 
of   the  befiegcd,   and  burning  the  out-works,   was 
forced  to  remove  with  no  fmiall  lois-of  his  own  men. 
Finding  this  place  impregnable,  he  came  before  A- 
bertawy-caftle,  which  was  buik  by  Henry  Beaumont 
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!Eafl  of  Warwicky  but  this  provtqg  too  ftrong  to  be 
quickly  ferrendcrecly  after  te  had  burnt  fomc  of  the 
outward  buildings,  he  returned  to  Stratywy,  burning 
and  deftroying  all  the  country  a^he  went  along:  And 
fiow  his  fiime  being  fpread  abroad  through  all  the 
country,  ill  the*  wild  and  hcad-ftrong  youth,  and  dief 
whofe  fortunes  were  defperate,  reforted  unto  him  from 
alt  parts,  by  which  means  bein^  waxed  ftrong  and 
nunierous,  he*  mdde  in-roads'into  Ros  and  Dyfed; 
rpoiling  and  deftroying  the-tountry  before  him.  The 
Normans  and- Flerhiiigs  were  cruelly  enraged  with 
Yhefe  coatmaal'depi-edadonsy'  and  how  to  remedy  thii 
mifchief^  was  tfotioifily  determined  -,  but  after  a  long 
confulcatioiTs  they  thought  it  the  beft  way  to  calf  to- 
gether fach  Welch  loids  as  were  friends  to  the  king 
ot"  England,  fuch  were  Qwen  ap  Rhytherch,  and 
Rhythcfrph  ap  Theodore,  with  his  fons  Meredith  and 
Owen,  whole  'mother  was  Heyhyth  the  daughter  of 
Bkthyn  ap  Confyn,  and  Owen  ap  Cafadoc  the  fon  of 
Gwenlhian  another  daughter  of  Blethyn,  and  Meredith 
ap  Rhythcrch.  Ttitk  protefting  their  loyalty  and 
fidelity  to  King  Henry  were  dcfired  to  defend  the 
king's  caftic  of  Garmardhyn^  and  that  by  turnte ;  Owen 
ap  Caradocthe  firft  fortnight,  and  then  byfucceffion 
by.Rhytherch  ap  Theodore  and; Meredith' ap  Rhy- 
tberch.r  Owen  undertook  tihe  defence  of '  Carmard- 
hyn  cattle  for  the,  time  require  of  him,  and  Blethyn 
ap  Gadifor  had  committed  to  him  the  government  of 
Abercomynor  Abcrcorran  cattle,  which  appertained 
to  Robert  Courtmain.  But  for  all  thefe  preparations, 
Gruffydh  ap  Rhys  had  a  wifhful  eye  upon  Carmani- 
hyn,  and  therefore  he  fcnt  out  fome  fpies  to  learn  the 
fttength  and  condirion  of  the  town,  who  bringing  him 
a  very  kind  and  hopeful  account,  he  decamps  by 
night,  and  rulhing  luddcnly  into  the  town,  ordered 
his  men  to  make  a  great  fhout,  thereby  to  ftrike  a 
great  terror  into  thofe  within.  OWen  ap  Caradoc  the 
governor,  beingfurpnfcd  wfthfuch  an  unexpeftcd  up-* 
roar,  made  all  poffible  hafte  to  the  place  where  he 
had  heard  the  ttiouting,  and  thinking  that  his  men 
were  at  his  heels,  feU  in  among  the  enemy ; .  bat 

L  having 


^4^         .T6E  MIS  TO.il  t  6t  WlALE^. 

hkrina  news  » fupp*rt  bim,  his  fti^n  bring  airflcd,  Iftf 

jvas  after  a  mantuldefehtc cut  in  pitcet^  and  fo  the 

town  being  takeni  Gn»«y<fe  burtt  every  thmg  to  ib^ 

nrduncH  excepting  i*«  caftle,  which  wa$  olfo  fore  dcr 

IScedL    And  thefc  maining  with  a  gteiC  dftal  of  i^oii 

and  booty  to  his  u^al  rtft^lcnce  at.  Stttiywy  ^    has 

^cts  wfeie  Goil6d«JtAl3f  increaftd  by  the  accfefflon  of 

faftmy  ymJhg  mcos  wHa  came  to  Idirt  from  all  quar- 

ftri^  4n4  fho!*ght.  thatforivne  fo  profpcted  hisanm, 

that  no  body  wis  aWe  fa  ftand  befoft  bina*    After 

^m  fte  timrehed  tp.  Gsvyr^  bat  VTiHiato  de  Londns 

thinking  ii  impoffible  to  ftmd  bdbrt  biim  forfbok 

the  caftie  with  all  his  ©eil  in  dU/hafle^jfo  that  when 

j&rtlfifydh  waa  corte.  thither,   he  foitnA  a  g^«at  dcaa 

f^  iatde  and  (poiX  awi  nona.to  bii^n  thWin  and  there- 

fom  hAvinfe  burnt  down  the  caftk,.  hc.fcarricd  a\^y 

every  thii^  6f  value  In  the  courttry*,  .When  theCgft- 

^ganftrire  meii  h*ard  hoW  fertunabdyhe  fuccccdcd  i» 

jdl.his  attemt)ta,  and  Wbig  citremdy  ie«rf«l,  left  b« 

Mkt  eft|iedttk)n  (bottU/be  againft  rii<!m^  £^at  tb  him^ 

defiring  bi*i»  as  being  theirncar  jftiatiort  aftd  oowtryr 

jfrtan/tocake  n|K)n  hhn.Aa  rirfe  and  government  «ver 

therfii    Griifiydb  vtillingly  accepted  dTtheil-oirer/aMl 

coming  thkher*   v^raa  joyfuUy  received  by  the  chi^ 

Mtti  in  the  country^  who  were  Codifdr  ap   Grono, 

Howe!  ap  Dioerth,   and  Trahaem  ap  Ithcl,   which 

three  perfons  had  foUaken  Dyftd,  by  rtsafott  that  k 

Waa  (cf  thwacked  with  Nornmnsi  Ftonings  and  Ea- 

gli(h  men^.     Kbr  w^*  Cardigan  fre%  ^m  ftrangert, 

who  pretended  to  fway  and  rule  the  couhtry>  but  the 

people  bearing  in  mind  the  continual  iffttmg  and  op- 

preffion  they  receircd  from  therh,  bOre  ah  invetenit 

K*tred  to  them>  and  were  viry  glad  to  be  dielivered 

fnom  their  infotent  and  imperiout  oppiteflbfs.     For 

.4Cing  Henry  wh^t  by  force  and  baniflimeiic  of  thofe 

tl»t  (bdod  up  ftiff.for  their  liberty,  ahd  wteit  by  cor- 

niptiflg  tKf  tfaofe  that  were  wavering,  had  brought  all 

that  cduntry  to  his  lufajeAion,    and  beftowed  what 

lands  he  thought  fit  upon  his  EngUOi  or  Norman 

favourites.     But  notwitnftanding  the  ftrcngth  of  the 

£ibgli&  in  this  country^  Grufiydh  v^as  not  a  whit  caft 
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down,  but  boldly  coming  on  to  Cardigan  Ifcoed,  he 
laid  fiege  to  a  fort  that  Earl  Gilbert  and  the  Fl<?n)ings 
had  built  at  a   place  called  Blaen  Porch  Gwythan« 
After  divers  affaults,  and  the  killing  of  feveral  of  the 
belieged^  with  the  lofs  only  of  one  of  his  men,  Gruffydh 
n>oIc  the  place,  and  razing  it  to  the  ground,  brought 
tdl  the  country  thcreabout9  to  fubgedion.    This  adion 
proved  very  fatal  to  the  Englifh,   for  immediately 
upon  this^  they  began  to  forfake  their  houfes  and  ha- 
bitations, as  thinking  it  too  hot  for  them  to  ftay  any- 
longer  in  the  country,  and  fo  the  Welch  burnt  and  de- 
ftroyed  as  far  as  Penwedie   all  the  houfes  of  thofc 
ftrangers  whom  Earl  Gilbert  hiid  brought  with  him. 
Then  Gruffydh  befieged  tlie  caftle  of  StradpythyJh 
which  belonged  to  Ralph  Earl  Gilbert's  fteward,  and 
having  made  himfelf  mailer  of  it,  he  put  all  the  gar- 
rifon  to  the  fword.    Removing  from  thence,  he  in« 
camped  at  Glafgryg  a  mile  from  Lhanbadarn,  ^pur- 
pofing  to  beficge  Aberyftwith  caftle  next  morning, 
but  for  waht  of  provifion  neceffary  for  his  army,  he  was 
forced  to  make  bold  with  fome  cattle  which  grazed 
within  the  limits  of  the  fandluary.    And  here  it  may 
be  obferved,  that  not  only  mctt  enjoyed  the  privilege 
of  thefe  fan6tuaries,  but  alio  cattle  and  horfes,  and" 
whatever  elfe  lived  within  the  liberties  of  them.     But 
the  day  following,  Grufiydh  marched  diibrdefly  to- 
wards the  caftle,  being  apprehenfive  of  no  great  op- 
pofition,  by  reafon  that  he  was  ignorant  of  the  number 
of  the  ^arrifon,  and  fo  encamping  upon  an  of^ofite 
hill,  which  was  divided  from  the  caftle  by  a  river, 
with  a  bridge  over  it,  he  called  a  council  to  detennine 
with  what  engines  they  might  with  beft  fuccefs  play 
againft  it,  and  fo  make  a  general  aflault.    The  iiw- 
mans  obferving  their  difordcr,   very  cunningly  fent 
out  fome  of  their  archers  to  skirmifli  with  them^  and 
fo  by  littk  and  little  to  entice  them  to  the  bridge, 
where  fbmt  of  tbe  beft  armed  horfemen  were  ready  to 
iflue  out  upon  them.    The  Welch  not  thinking  the 
^rrifon  to  oe  fe  ftrong  approached  near  the  brklgev 
Kill  skirmifcinff  with  the  Normans,  who  pretended  to 
gire  ground  \  but  when  they  came  Very  near,  out  faV- 

La  lies       . 
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lies  one  on  horfeback,  who  would  fain  paf$  the  bridge? 
but  being  received  upon  the  points  of  their  fpears,  he 
began  to  flag^  and  as  he  endeavoured  to  return,  he 
fclT<^  his  i^rfe,  and  fo  the  Welch  purfued  him  over 
the  bridge.  The  Englifhmen  feeing  this,  fled  towards 
the  caftlevand  the  Welch  with  all  fpecd  followed  them 
to  the  top  of  the  hill ;  but  whilft  they  thou^t  that 
the  day  was  their  own,  up  rifes  a  party  of  horfc 
which  lay  in  ambufcade  under  the  hill,  and  (landing 
betwixt  the  Welch  and  the  bridge,  prevented  any  fuc- 
cour  to  come .  to  them.  And  the  Welch  being  thus 
hemmed  in  betwixt  both  parties,  the  former  recoiling 
with  greater  ftrength,  were  fo  unmercifully  cut  off, 
that  Icarce  one  man  was  left  living.  When  the  reft 
of  the  Welch  army,  .that  ftaid  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  river,  faw  what  number  the  garrifpn  contained^ 
and  that  they  were.ftrong  beyond  their  expe£btion, 
preiently  decamped,  and  with  all  fpced  >depaned  out 
of  the  country^ 

When  King  Hehry  was  informed  of  all  the  mifcBicf' 
and  cruelties  that  Gruffydh  ap.  Rhys  had  committed 
among  his  fubjefts.in  Wales,  he  fent  for  Owen  ap 
Cadwgan,  defiring  him  and  Lhywarch  ap  Trahacrn 
to  ufe.  all.  the  effedual  methods  poflible  to  take  or 
kill  the  arch-rebel  Qruffydh,  promifing  very  fpeedily 
to  fend4iisi<m  Robert  with  an  army  to  Wales  for  that 
puippfe.  Qwei>  being  very  proud  that  the  king  put 
fuch  coii^dence  in  hioi^  encouraged  his  men  to  be 
i|ow>  fo^  iftj^uftrieus  to  merit  the  king's  favour,  as 
they  had  been  formerly  co;  4^fcrve  his^  dilpleafurc; 
^nd  fo  j(>]hing;  his  forces  :vkh  Lhywarch,  they  both 
Hiafched  io  meet  Priqce  Robert  at  Stratywy,  where. 
tfi^y  fuppofed- Gruff)^dh  ap^K;hys  liad;hid  himlclf  in 
theiwoGj!^;  .- When- they  .vyene  come  to  the  frontiers. 
Qf  <he  .GQi^ntry,.  :they  mad^  a  vow,  that- they  would 
let  neit^%'ni^,,womaaj[  ^  ^bild  efcapeaUvc;  which 
Ip  a^rjg^t^4  .^<?  P^op)4;  <>f  Sh^  country^,  tliat  all  made 
what  A^iftiifh^  couid  to  faye their  lives,,  fprpc  by  flee- 
ipg  t<>!tj)ft^pods^andr  n^un tains,  and  fopfic.  by  get- 
ting into  the  king's -caftlesi  from  whence  they  had. 
conje  but  ji.  liftle  before^  Then  Owen  .and  Lhywarch 
.    :      .  .:  .  .  feparated 
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Tcparated  with  tJiftinft  parties  to  fcoiir  the  woodsf  . 
which  about  Stratywy  are  very  dcfcrtous  ;  and  Owen 
having  entered  with  an  hundred  men,  prefendy  difco* 
vered  the  traft  of  men  and*  cattle,  and  followed  their 
foorftcps  fo  clofe,  that  within  a  little  while  he  over- 
took them ;  and  having  flain  a  great  many  of  them, 
and  put  the  reft  to  flight,  he  carried  away  all  their 
cattle  blck  to  his  army; 

But  whilft  Owen  was  bufy  in  fearchiitg  the  woods, 
Gerald  ftcward  of  Pembrocic,  who  with  a  great  power 
of  Flemings  wai  upon  his  march  to  join  the  king's 
fon,  met  with  them  who  fled  from  Owen;  who  de- 
firing  help  of  Gerald,  declared  how  Owen  had  for- 
'  cibly  drove  them  out,  flain  a  great  many  of  their  com- 
'  panions,  and  fpoiled  them  of  all  their  goods,     Ge- 

•  raid  and  his  Flemings  undcrftanding  that  Owen  was 
fo  nigK  with  fuch  a  fmall  number  of  men,  thought. he 
had-  now  very  convenient  opportunity  to  be  revenged 

'  of  him  upon  the  account  of  his  wife ;  and  there^re 
to  make  iure  work  with  him,  he  purfued  him  clofe 
into  the  woods.  Owen  being  forewarned  by  his  men 
that  a  great  number  followed  him,  and  advifed  to 
make  all  fpeed  to  gpt  away,  was  deaf  to  all  fuch 
counfHs,  as  thinkingthat  they  of  whom  his  men  were 
fo  much  afraid  of,  were  the  king's  friends,  and  there- 
fore their  integrity  need  not  be  queftioned,  fmce  they 
had  all  refpeft  to  the  fame  common  caufc.  But  he  found, 
that  a  private  quarrelis  fometime  more  regarded  than 
the  publick  good  5  and  therefore  when  Gerald  was 

•  advanced  within  bowfliot,-  he  greeted  him  with  a' vol- 
ley of  arrows,  to  fhew  how  great  a  friend  he  was-, 
but  Owen,  though  perfuaded  to  flee,  was  fo  little  ter-    ' 

•  rifled  at  fuch  an  unwelcome  falutation,-  diat  though 
the*  enemy*  were  feven  .to,  one,  yet  he  told  thepl,  that 
they  were  but  Flemings,  and  fuch  as  .always  trembled 
at  the  hearing  of  bis  name^    AndHhen  ftUing  on  with 

■  a  great  deal  of  courage,  he  was  at  the  firft  ohfet  Ilruck 
with  <an  arrow  int6  the  heart,,  of  which  'wound  he  pre- 

"  fently'died  •,  which  when  his  men'  faV  they  alFfled,  and 
brought -word  to- Lhywairch  ahd-the  rcit'of  their  fei- 

•  lows  of  what  had  happened ;   and  fo  fufpefting  the 

L  3  king's 
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king's  army,,  feeing  they  could  not  be  truftec)  in  thetr 
icrvicei  they  all  returned  to  their  rtfptSUrc  coun- 
tries. 

Owen  being  )n  this  manner  unhappily  (lain,  his 
brethren  divided  his  lands  betwixt  them ;  excepting 
Caerencon^  which  properly  belonged  to  Madawc  ap 
llyryd  ap  Blethyn  j  and  which  he  had  forcibly  taken 
away  from  his  uncle  Meredith.  His  father  Cadwgafi 
had  fcvcral  children  by  different  women  j  and  bcfidcs 
himfelf,  he  had  ifTue  Madawc  by  Gwenlhian  t\^ 
daughter  of  Gruffydh  ap  Conan ;  Eineon  by  Sanna 
the  daughter  of  Dyfnwal  -,  Morgan,  by  Eftlhiw  or 
Elhiw  the  daughter  of  Cadifor  ap  Colhoyn  lord  of 
Dyfed  J  Henry  and  GrufFydh  were  by  the  daughter 
of  the  lord  Pigot  his  wedded  wifej  Meredith  by 
Euroron  Hoodliw ;  and  himfclf  by  Inerth  the  daugh- 
ter of  Edwyn.  Byt  a  while  afterwards,  Eineon  ap 
Cadwgan  and  GruflPydh  ap  Meredith  ap  BIe(hyn,  be* 
.  fieged  the  caftle  of  Cymmcr  in  Merionethfhirc,  which 
>vas  lately  built  by  Uchtryd  ap  Edwyn  •,  for  Ca- 
dwgan had  bcftowed  upon  Uchtr)'d  his  coufin^ger- 
inafi  Merioneth  and  Cyfeilioc*  upon  condition,  that  ii) 
^11  cafes  he  fhould  appear  his  friend,  and  his  fons 
lifter  him  i  contrary  to  wjiich  promiie  he  bore  no 
manner  of  regard  to  Cadwgan's  children  after  Owen's 
death';  but  to  ftrength^n  himfelf  the  better^  he  erec- 
ted this  caftle  of  Cymmcr,  which  very  much  dif- 
plcafed  mapy  of  Cadwgan's  fons.  And  therefore  Ei- 
Xieon  and  GrufFydh,  to  make  Uchtryd  fenfible  of  his 
error  in  defpifing  of  them,  furjoufly  fet  upon  Cymmer 
caille,  and  haying  flain  divers  of  the  garriibn,  the 
reft  furrendered  tnemfelves ;  and  fo  talking  pofleffion 
of  it,  they  divided  the  country  betwixt  them  ;  Mow- 
dhwy  Cyfyeilioc  and  half.  Penlhyn  to  Gru%dh  ap 
Meredith  j  and  the  oth^r  Ijajf  of  Ppnjhyn  wi^h  aU 
Merioneth  to  ]&ineon,  ' 

The  next  yc^  |Cjng  Henry  failed  with  a  great  ar- 
piy  into  I>forn>a|idy,  .3g*jj^^  ^^  French  kingji  who 
with  the  Earl  0?  Fiai^ders  and  others,  went  about 
fa  inakc  Wil^an^  the  fon  of  llobert  Curth9ife  dulce 
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<of  Norei^ndy  ;  but  at  the  |ippf  anince  of  the  kidg  of 
Sogiand^  thffjr  all  fcgttered,  and  laid  afide. their  ia- 
tended  dcfign.    About  the  iaxne  ymc  Gilbert  Strong* 
bow  Eailor  StrigiU,  to  whom  iCing  Henry  .bad  given 
all  Cardfl^an;*  deputed  this  fife,  m^  a  IcMig  fit  of  4 
laanfumption ;  much  tq  the  Joy  and  iatisfadioQ  of  the 
W^kb;  who  were  in  gneat  nieaiure  difpleafed^V  that 
they  ihoold  be  deprived  of  their  own  naturaliord 
Cadwgan,  firon)  wnom  this  cosuntry  was  talcen  awajr, 
and  be  forced  10  ferve  aird  be  fubjeft  to  a  Artsa^tu 
5Vhoie  kandneis  they  had  no  great  realbii  to  expcdk. 
But  the  year  foUowing,    an  irrecon9ilcQt>|e  quarrel  A.  p.  1115, 
happened    betwixt    Howel  ap    ithel   lord  of    &os 
afid  Ryfoiiioc,    now  Denbigh*land,    and  Rirvd  and 
Lhywarch  the  iboc  of  Owen  ap  Edwyn.    Am  whei^ 
they  could  not  otherwife  agree,  they  broke  out  into 
open  war  %  and  thereupon  Howel  fent  to  Meredith  ap 
Blethyi),  and  to  £tneon  and  Madawc,  Cadwgan*s  fons^ 
who  came  down  from  Merk>neth  with  a  party  of  four 
hundred  welUdiiciplined  men,  and  encamped  in  Dyfi^ 
ryn  Clwyd*    Riryd  and  Lhywarch  on  the  other  hand^ 
defired  the  affiftance  of  their  coufins  th^  £bns  of  Uch- 
tryd;  and  (o  bpch  armies  meeting  in  the  valeof  Clwyd, 
thev  fell  CO  blows  with  a  great  deal  of  fpirit  and  alacrity, 
ana  after  a  tedious  and  a  bloody  fight,  I^hy  warch,  OweA 
ap  Edwyn's  fan^  was  at  lift  flaiii,  and  with  him  lor* 
werth  the  fon  of  Nudh,  a  noble  and  a  yalorous  prr«^ 
fon ;  and  Riryd  yras  forced  to  make  bis  eicape  bj 
flight.    But  though  Howel  obtained  the  vi&ory,  yep 
he  did  not  lonjg  furvive  his  (lain  enemies  ^  for  having 
received  a  delperate  wouAd  in  the  action,  died  of  it 
within  forty  days  -,    and  thep  Meredith  ap  Blediyn, 
and  the  ions  of  Cadwgan   finding  it  dangerous  Ok 
ftay  longer  there,  for  fear  of  fome  JbVench,  who  lay 
garrifoned  in  Chcfter,  returned  home  with  all  fpeed. 

King  Henry  was  ftill  in  Normandy,  and  about  this      tst«; 
time,  a  very-  great  battle  was  fought  betwixt  him,  and 
the  French  king,  wiio  was  ihametuUy  vanquHhed  and 
overthrowni   and  hzd  a  great  number  of  bis  nobles 
^ken  prifoncrs.     But  as  King  Henry  returned  the  fol-      »"7.t 
l9wip^  yeftf  for  £ngland^  one  of  thcihips  happened, 

J.4      .  ^r 
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by  the  negligence  of  the  pilot,  to  be  caft^awiy,  whefo^ 
in  perifliod  the  king's .  two  fons,  William  who  was  lor 

S*timate  and  heir  apparent  to  the  crown,  and  Richard 
s  bale  foa ;  tog^her  with  bis  dauber  and  niece, 
and  feveral  others  of. bis  nobility,  t6  t;h0  number  in 
.all  of  one  hundred  and  jBfty  perfons.*  /This  uaparalr 
Jelled  ^lofs  of  fo  many  kindred  and  friends  did  pot  per* 

Elex  his  mind  fo  1qi%,  hut  that  withiri  a  fhprt  time, 
e  began  to  Iblace  and  raife  his  drooping  fpirits  witk 
A.D.  ixi«»thc  thoughts  of  a  new  wife  ;  and  having  married  A- 
delice  the  daughter  of  the  duke  of  Lovain,  he  pur- 

-     ;  /  pofed  to  go  againft  Wales,  and  having,  prepared  his 
foiv:es,  he  led  them  in  .  perfon  to  Powis-land* 

When;  .Meredith  ap  Blethyn  andEyieon,  Madawc 
and  Morgan>  the  fons  of  Cadwgan  and  lords  of  the 
country  heard  of  ir,  they  fcnt  to  Gruffydh  ap  Conan 
Prince  of  Nonh  .  Wales,  defiripg  fome  help  at  his 
Aands;  who  flatly  rcfufcd,  affuring  them,  that  bccaufe 
he  was  at  peace  with  the  king  of  England,  he  could 
neither  with  honour  nor  fafety  fend  them  any  fuccour, 
nor  pciinit  them  to  come  within.his  dominions.  The 
lords  of  JPowis  receiving  this  unwelcome)  anfwer,  and 
.having  now  no  manner  of  hopes  of  any  aid,  were  rcr 
folvcd  however  to  defend  thcmfelves  as  well  as  they 
^  could  i  and  therefore  they  thought  it  the  mpft  cffcdual 

means  to  annoy  the  enemy,,  and  to  keep  them  from 
entering  into  the  country,  was  to  obfervc  and  defend 
the  ftreights,.  by  virhich .  the  enemy  muft  of  ncceffity 
pafs.  W  either  were  they,  out  in  their  policy ;  for  ic 
happened  that  the  king  himfclf,  with  a  fmall  number, 
advanced  to  one  of  thpfe  narrow  paflages,  the  reft 
of  the .  army,  by  reafon  of  theif  carriages,  having 
taken  fome  compafs  about;  which  the  Wekh  per? 
ceiving,  prefcntly  poured  a  ihower  of  arrows  upon 
them,  and  the  advantage  of  the  ground  .giving  help 

.  .;  to  their  execution,  they  Jlew  and  wounded  a.  gre« 
many  of  the  Englilh.  The  king  himfelf  was  ftruck  in 
the  breaft,  bpt  for  all  .that  the  arrow  could,  not  hw} 
him,  by  reafon  of  his  armour ;  yet  he  was  fo  terri' 
fied  wich.this  unexpetfted  >c^nflift,  and  confidering  wic.h 
^imfclf,  that  he  i»uft  *f«c§ivjt  fcvciial  luch.bri^lhcs  h^fol P 
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.hc'jfeQlddad^mice  to  tbe  piUb  coimti^  ff/and  what  wae 
^bove^^^l,  being feoiihle  that  byikcll Arfftft. tnisformnQ 
he  might  idfe  \aU  the  Ihodoui:  ai»l£Mnc:.ivhtf:h*hehad 
befom  obtVuned,  fent  a  .iwCpkge  vto  6arl}( ;  with  theat 
who  kept  «fee  piirage,  ^with  ^l  affuraiice  tof  fafety.J  • 
tot  dc6rc'tlicn5^tocbtofcd(fcihe;kingw'^  i^^  bei 

ing  con^  and  queftibned  how  they  had  fuch  conE« 
dence  to  opppfe  the.kingt  andti:>  pot  hisJife  in  fa 
much -daiigi^^' made  aci^^i^^  that  they  belonged  to 
Meredith  apBkthyn,  and.  according  to  tfeeir  Rafter's 
orders  they  wre  refojved  to  keep  the  pai9^,  or  to 
die  upon  thfi  fp9i.  The  king  finding  tbeip  fo  re* 
Jolute,  defired  them  to. go  totMeredithi.and  propc^ 
to  hicn  an.  agrei^ment  of  peace,  which  he  and  hid 
/coufins  the.  fon^  of  Cadwgan  accepted  of;  and  pro- 
inifed  to  pay  the  king  iQ,oob  head  of  cattle,  m  retri- 
bucioo  for  termer  offences^  And  fo  King  Henry  leav- 
ing all  things  in  a  peaceabie  and  quiet /pofture  in 
"Wales,  and  appointing  the  Lord  Fitz- Warren  war-' 
den  or  lieutenant. of  the  Marjdxes^  returned  to  Eng-^  '  % 
Jand.    . 

But  whe^  a  foreign  enen^iy  was  rensK>ved  out  of  theA.3>.xu«» 
country, .  the  Wekh  could  never  forbear  qviarrelling 
with  each  other  •,  for  Gruffydh  ap  Rhys  ap;  Thepdor c^ 
who  had  been  now  for,  fome  time  quiet,  fell  upon 
Gruffydhap  Sulhaern,.  and  for  wha£  real^Dr'not  difcor 
vered,  treacheroufly  flew  him,    5ut  the  iieijt  year  there      ms, 
happened  anp^her  occafioa  of  difttirbai^c^,  apd  falling 
out  among  the  Welch  j    for  Eineon*  the  yfon  of  CaT 
dwgaq  dying,  left  all  his  iharepf  Powi$  alid  Merioneth 
to  his  brptlusr  Meredith*     But  his  uncle  lylerfdith  ap 
ilethyn,  thinking  that  thtfe  lands  more  properly  be-: 
loBged  to  him,  eje^d  his  nephew  ^leredith  to  whom 
his  brother  E^neqa  h^d  leftthetti,  and  tgok  p<^clIion 
of  themhimfelf.     And  what  augmented  thefc  difftrr 
cnccs.  King  Htnry  fft  ftJ&w  at  lip?rty-'Ithel  ap  Rir}'d  ...^ 
ap  Blcthyn,  Mcrpdith's  pephew,  wha  had  been  fwr  ^i" 
long  time  detained  in  prifoii^  who  comiiPg  to  his  owq 
itountiry,  Mfas  in  expe&ation  tp:  cnjay  his  eftatc,  which^ 
upon  his  being,  put  in  cuftody,  his  relations  had  dir 
yidCd  betwixt  them  J  of  which,  jhc  grcateft  ^arc  f?^ 
'         '^^         '  «Q 
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ric  Hew.  ^Uiywarci^*  ariif  Hs  fbn*  ;Ma3awc5  hi^  own 
cotiHrfS'j'  but  before  hr  Cbuld  mikerJarty  advantage 
6f  th*fr  Vteath,  he  w?^  himfelf  fcrvrd  'after  the  fame 
faannen-    Bbt  the  onl^  *t5erfbn  w]io  ^'afterwards  re- 

for  the 
clr  committed  "lipoa^'liis"  brother 
McdrdrtV  took  a  jouniey  to  Jehrfafetii  *tb  expiate  for 
his  crime,  and  irt  his-reWrn  from  thence,  died  In  the 
ifle  of  Cyprus.     But  this  treacherous  ^ay  tif  private 
murdering  tliofe  by  whom-^  they  wercr  oflfciided,'  could 
KLP.  ii*9.hot  be  forgot  among  the  Welch;  for  Einebn  thr fon 
of  Owen  ap  Edwyn*  calling  to  mind  'how'  that  Cad- 
walhon  xht  JUn  of  Gruffydh  ap  Conan  had  bafely  -flain 
three  of  his  brothers,  and  taking  the  opporttirtxty  of 
his  being  at  Nanhewdwy,  afliftedby  Cadw'gan  ap  Gro- 
*      no  ap  Edwyn,  fet  upon  him,  and  flew  him.  •  About 
the  fame  time,  that  great  ufurpcr  Meredith  ap  Blethyn 
ap  Confyn,  who  by  moft  unnatural  and  mofl:  hellx/h 
praiSUces,  had  got  the  lands' of  all  his  brothers  and  ne- 
phews, and-  by  that  means  was  become. a  man  of  the 
greateft  ftrength  and  fway  in  Powis,  died  of  a  fevcrc 
fit  of  ficknefs,  which  reduced  him  to  that  apprehen- 
fion  of  Kis  former  mifcarriages,  that  he  endured  i)e- 
nance  for  the  expiation  of  former  guilt. 
Vjf      In  the  year  1134,  till  which  time  nothing  of  mo- 
ment  was  tifanfaded  in  Wales,  Henry,,  the  firft  of  that 
name;,  king-  of  England,   died  in  Normandy  in  the 
imonrft  of  Gftober ;  after  whom  Stephen  Eari  of  Bu- 
lolgn'lbn  to  the  Earl  of  Blois,  his  fifter*s  fon,  by  th^ 
means  of  Hugh  Bygod,   was  crowned  king  by  the 
archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  all  the  nobility  of  England 
.  confcfttihg  tKereOnto;    thbiigh  contrary  to  a  former 
j02Lth  rfiey  had  takin  to  Maud  the  Emprefs.  '  The  firft 
thing  that  employed  his  thoughts  after  his  acccflion  to 
the  government,  was  agaih(t  David  king t)f  the  Scots  • 
who  taking  advantage -^  of.  this  new  revolution  in  Eng-; 
land,'6y-  fome  treacherous  means  or  Other,   got  rfic 
town$  of  CarliOe  and  Newciftle  into  his  hands^      But 
"King 'Stephen,  though  Scarcely  fettled  in  his  throne, 
prefeaily  marched  towards  the  fJorth->  of  whofc  com- 
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ing.  David  being,  aflured,,  j|nd  fearing  to.racet  him, 
voluntariljr  rcftorcd  JNcwcaftlc,.  and  compounded  fqr  . 
Carlifle ;  but  would  not  fwear  to  Jiim  by^rcafon  of  his 
oath   to  M^ud  ^  which,  hawevpr,  ,his  Ion  Henry  did 
not  ftick^tv  ;and. thereupon  y<izs  by  King  Stephen 
created  Earl  of  Huntington..   .l*his  change  isUid  alte^ 
ration  of  aSairs  in  England  qiade  alfo  the  lyelch  be-;: 
ftir  themfelves  j  for.  Morgan  ap^Owen,  a  man  6t  con^A^D^tttsi 
fidcrable  quality  and  eftate  in  Wales,  remembering  the 
wrong  and  injury  he  had  received  at  the  hands  of  Ri- 
chard  Fitz-Gilbcrt,  flew  him, .  together  with  his  fon 
Gilbert.  .And  fbbrtly , after,    ^adwalader  ^nd  Qwcnr 
Gwyncth'  iht  fbns  oi  GrufTydh  ap  Conan*  Prince  or 
North  Wales,  having  raife'd  a  mighty  army,  marchec^ 
flgainft  the  ^Normans  .and ''Flemings,  and  xoming  ta 
Cardigan^  committed  very  confiderable  wafte  and  ha^ 
vock  in  the  country,  and  fogk  two  of  the  ftrongcfli; 
places,  one  belonging  to  Walter  Efpec,  apd  the  caftle 
of  Aberyftwyth.    In  this  laflt  place  they  were  joined 
by  Howel  ap  Meredith,   and  Rhys  ap  ,Madawc  ap 
Ednerthv  who  jnarching  forward,  took  the  caftle  of 
Richard  de  la  ,Mare,  tpgethpr  with  thofe  of  Dinerth 
and  Caerwcdros,  and  then  returned  with  very  valuable 
booty.    But  laving  fucceeded  fo  well  in  this  expedi- 
tiop,  they  could  not  reft  fadsfied,  till  th?y.  had  rid  the 
whole  country,  from  the  intolerable  pride  .and  Qjpprefr- 
(ion  of  the  Normans  and  Flemings ;  and  therefore  re- 
turning the  fame  year  to  Cardigan  with  6oq6  foot,  and 
2000  horfe,  .well  difciplined  and  experienced  foldiers  ^ 
and  being  joined  by  GruSydh  ap  Rhys  and  Howel  ap         ^ 
Meredith  of  Brecknock  with  hisfons,  and M^dawc.  ap      '  **  *^ 
Ednerth'i  ihey.ovcr-ran  the  country,  as  far  as.  Abeijeifi, 
reftoring  all^  the  former  inhabitants  to  their  proper 
inheritances,  and  difcardiiiig  all  fuch  ftrangers  as  the 
late  Earl  of  Strygil  had  placed  in  the  country..  .•  But 
l^hcn  Stephen,  who  was  governor  of  Aberteifi,  faw 
that,  he  called  to  him  Robert  Fitz-Martyn^.thj?  Ibhs  of 
Gerald,  and  Willfam  Fitz-John,  with  all  the  ftrehgth 
of  the  Normans, .  Flemings,  and  Englifli  ia  Walesi 
or  the  Marches ;  and  meeting  w.ich  the  Welch  berwixt 
Aber  Ned  and  Aber  Dyfi,  gave  them  hatjlg.^ ,  jBui 
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after  avtty  fort  a«ld  blqodyencoxinter,  theEnglilh  bcganf 
to  give  gioundy  and  according  to  their  tifu^l  manner^ 
trumng  too  mach  to  the  ftrengrL  of  tficir  towns  and 
fortifications,  began  to  look  Yiovr  to  fave  thcmfcfves 
that  way.  But  the  Weleh  prcff<:d  upon  tlicm  fo  hard, 
that  they  killed  above  3000  men^  bcfidcs  fcvcfd  that 
were  drowned  and  taken  prifoners.  This  vidory  being 
fo  hippily  obtained,  Cadwalader  and  Owen  over-ran 
the  whole  country,  forcing  all  the  Normana  and  Fle- 
mings to  depart  tlic  country  with.  aH  fpecd,  and  placing 
in  their  room  thofc  mifcrable  Welch,  who  had  been  fo 
long  deprived  and  kept  from  their  own  eftates ;  and 
after  they  had  weeded  the  country  of  thofe  inf^ble 
catcrpUhns,  they  returned  to  North  Wales,  ladcti  with 
trcry  rich  i^oib  and  acceiptable  plunder.  Tlie  king  cf 
Enghttd  was  not  in  a  con<^tion  to  take  nodce  to  what 
extremities  his  fubjefts  were  rednccd  to  in  "Wales,  bf 
reafbn  that  his  own  noblesr  of  England  weie  rifen  in 
arms  againtt  him ;  tho  reafoh  of  which  tunnilt  amon^ 
the  nobility  was  occafioned  by  a  Macidus  report  that 
wcnt^bout  of  the  king's  deatn,  who  then  lay  fick  of 
a  lethargy.  They  that  bore  him  no  ^good  will,  veri- 
fied the  rurtTOur  as  much  as  thev  cotrld,  and  ftirrcd  up 
the  common  peoprte  hi  behalf  ox  theEmpreft  j  wbereas 
on  the  other  hand  iht  kingV  friends  betook  thcmfclves 
to  Ca:Wes  and  Urong  holds  for  fear  of  the  Emprefs,  and 
among  othtts  Hi^  Bygod  froortd  the  caftlc  of  Nor- 
wich*  and  after  that  he  was  adbred  that  the  kiqg  was 
well  again»  he  was  lodi  to  rieliycr  the  fame  out  <tf  his 
A.  p.  iis6.P"^^*^k)n»  tndefs  it  wwt  to  .the  king's  own  hands.  But 
during  thefe  conmiorions  and  troubles  in  England, 
Grufi^  ap  Rhys,  fon  to  Rhys  ap  Theodore,  tic  tight 
heir  t^  the  principality  of  Soudi  Wales,  died,  leaving 
iffbe  behind  him  a  fon  tailed  Rhys,  comniDnfy  known 
by  the  name  of  Lord  Rhys,  by  Gwcnlhian  the  dau^« 
ter  of  Crufiydh  ap  Conan,  who  by  fome  is  faid  to 
liave  potfoned  her  liufband.  Towards  tjie  end  of  thi 
fame  year  died  likewife  Gruffydh  ap  COnan  Prince  of 
North  Wales,  after  he'  had  reigned  57  years ;  to  the 
great  grief  and  difcontent  of  afi  his  fubjefts,  as  being 
a  PxiskCc  pf  incomparable  qualkies,  and  one  who  after 
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divers  vidones  obtained  over  the  Eoglifli,  had  thorough- 
ly purged  North  Wales  from  all  ftraogers  and  foreigners^ 
He  had  ifilie  by  Angharad  the  daughter  of  Owen  ap 
Edwyn,  three  fons,  namely,  Oweri;  Cadwalader,  and 
CadwaJhoOf  and  five  daughters,  Macret,  Sufanna, 
RanuHit,  AgnW,  and  X5wailhian  j  tod  by  a  concu- 
bine, lago,  Afcain,  Edwal  abbot  of  Penmon,  Doihmg^ 
and  Elen,  who  was  married  to  Hova  ap  Ithel  Felyn  of 
YaL  There  were  feveral  good  and  wholfome  laws 
«hd  ftatutes  enacted  in  fais  uqfie »  and*  amoi^  the  tck^ 
ht  refb^ppfd'  the  ^atdifordera^ef  the  Welch ^minftrels^ 
Vfjbieb  were  t^en  groi^,tQjg{tat  at>Qie. .  O^  thefe  there 
"w^ere  ihyee  ibrts  in  Wales  i  the  firft  were  caUed  fieirdh^ 
who  CMi^c^d  feveral. A»^/^  odes  <^  .various  nie». 
iuresi  iwhtreio  ibe  pqec'^  fi^  was  iiot  only  required^ 
b«H:  alio  ^natural  e^dowment^  or  a  veia  which  the  La^ 
tiM  mntfur)n;pofiim^  .  The^  Ukewife  kept  the  re* 
cords  of  aU  gehdeilieB's  ^rto^  and  pedigrf  es^  and  weiti 
f>riACtpaU]ir  iBfteemed  amoi}g'  all  the  ^rees  of  the 
WelcK  fKMts^i  Tine  nex^  w«te  fuch  as,  played  upon 
tnufical  imftniments^  chittfiy  tiie  ha^  aiKi  the  crowds 
"wAiichm^fi^i^ttiS^ydii  apCoc>^  intp 

Wales  %  t^ho  4tting  boffr  ift  Ifelaiidy  and  defended  by 
his  ipotherfs  fide  pf  IriO^  par^9t4  brought  with  him 
from  thehoe  feveral  ^kit6iil  muficians^  v^.  inv0a^ 
alm&ft.  all  the  inftrnmenf^  as  were  afterwards  played 
upon-  in  Wales.  The  laft  fort  were  cc^Jgd  Ai^aaeaid, 
whofe  baHoefs  i(  was  tt>  fiqg  to  the  inftriiaieot$  p%ed 
iqxm  by  :^notfaer.  Eacbof  ^ie,  by  the  ^um  ftatut^ 
had  their  feveral  reward  ^  ^ncouFag^ftieni  aUoftd  Hb 
diedti ;  their  life  and  -bcfcanour  was  KQ-Jbe  .fpp(le&  and 
un)^aQMrabfe».  vcfaerwife  their,  j^uniibmetit  ^aa  very  fe- 
vcre  and.rigid»  <vcTf  oilc  h^Viifg  authprHy  tt>  ptmiih 
and  QOrveOt  tbein^  even  to  the  deprivation  .of  ali^thef 
had.  They  mere  alfo  uMerdifted  Ad  forbidden  to  e»* 
ter  an)r  man's  hodfey  6r  tio  compofe  any  ibf^  of  any 
one,  without  (he  fpedal  leave  alMi  warrant  of  fhe  party 
concerned ;  witli  many  other,  ordinances  jrelartQg  to  the 
like  pocpofe* 
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_  _,  F  T  E  R:  the  djE^th  df  Gf urfydh:  ^  •'CtthAri,  his 
cWeft  foil*  Own,  forriamcdGwynedh^,^^^  ia 

the  principality  of  Kdrth  Wales  ;  wht) 'ria  fooner  had 
^entered  upon  the  govtmmerf^  -biit'togftlicr  with  the 
•reft  <>f  hiV  brethren,  he  mi^  an  expedition  ijito  South 
cWalcs;  and' having  denioliflicd  and  overtHri&\vil  the 
xaftles  oi  Stradmcy*iG,  Stephaiv,-  and-  HiliflSre)^^^  and 
laid  in  aihe^the  town-o^Cadtmiafdhyn^^lbe^  reairtie4 
home  with  no  lefs  honour  than-  booty^^^^  plunder. 
About  the  ftm^  time,  Jobtf^dithdcacon  6f  Ehapbaraa 
deputed  tlUsKft,  a  nian  of  firtgular  pietf  saftdftrift- 
ncfs  of  life, -who  for  his  r?gid  zeal  irt  relfgibn  kx\d  vir- 
tue^ was  th6ught- worthy,  w^be  canofn«dy':and:to  be 
counted  among  the  numbe^'of  thafainQs*  *^  This  year 
-likewife  King  Stephen  paQed  over  to  Korniaiidf^  and 
'having  concluded  a  pe^fce  vmh  xhe  Frenck  fciiljg,.  and 
^h$  duke  t^'Anj<iu,  returned ^back  to  England  without 
.any  further  delay.  But  the  following  SpriiJ^  gave  op- 
*]Xuti(ni{y^fo!r  greater  «ndert^ingd  ;*  David  king  of 
•SkJbts,  upon  th^  king  o!^  England's  going  to  'France 
4bA:  fummev  had  entered  the  borders  of  £nlgland,4und 
KTontinuied^  *to  -nfiake  eonf^e^abte  wafte 'dindi  htfvodt  in 
that  pait-of  ^he  (!ountQ\''»i- Whereupon  King  Stephen, 
^to  rid  hi^  Qoahtry  and  bisifobjefts  froo^ifo': dangerous 
luvenenty,  diarched  with  alt  atmy  towavds^the  North, 
whoie  coming  the  king  of  Scots  hearing  of ^  he  relin- 
*quilhed  the  borders  of  Engird,  and  retired  to  his  own 
touQtry.  -But  that  would  not  fatisfy  King  Stephen, 
'^whod.dired-  to  be  furtbei;^r^^i]ged.  £or  the  unpardon- 
able hoftilitics  committed  by  the  Scots  in.  his  ^country ; 
and  therefore  purfuing  the  Scots  to  their  own  country, 
he  harailed  and  hid  wafte  all  the  fouth  part  of  the 
*•  ••  •    ^  kingdom 
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kingdom  of  Scotland*  But  the  king's  abfcnce  ani* 
mated  feveral  of  the  Englifli  nobility  to  rebel ;  to 
which  purpofe  they  fortified  every  one  their  caftles 
and  ftrong  holds  \  William  Earl  of  Gloccfter  thofe  of 
Leeds  and  Briftol  •,  Ralph  Lunel,  Cari ;  William  Fitz- 
Ailen,  Shrewfbury ;  Paganellus,  Ludlow ;  William  de 
MoyuDi  Dunefter;  Robert  deNichol,  Warham;Eu- 
ftace  Fitz-John,  Merton ;,  and  Walklyn,  Dover.  But 
for  all  thefe  migluy  preparations^  the  king  in  a  (horc 
time  became  matter  of  them  all ;  fome  he  won  by  af- 
faAjlt,  others  upbn  fair  promifes  and  advantageous  con- 
ditions were  furrendcred  up/  and  fome  he  got  by  trea- 
cherous and  under-hand  contrivances.  The  Scots 
thought  to  make  good  advantage  of  thefe  commotions 
in  England  j  and  thereupon,  as  foon  as  they  heard  tha: 
fome  of  the  nobility  were  in  aftual  rebellion  againft 
the  king^  they  entered  into  the  borders,  and  began^ 
aft  they  thought^  without  any  apprehcnfion  of  oppo- 
lition,  to  ravage  and  lay  wafte  the  country  before  them. 
But  William,  Earl  of  Albemarle;  William  Pyppell, 
Earl  of  Nottingham;  Walter  Efpec  and  Gilbert  La- 
cy, gathered  together  all  the  forces  they  could  raife  in 
the  North;  and  being  animated  and  encouraged  by  the 
eloquent  and  prefling  oration  of  Ralph  biihop  of  Ork- 
iieys,  which  he  delivered  in  the  audience  of  the  whole 
army,  they  fet  upon  the  Scots  at  Almerton  with  fuch 
unanimous  courage,  that  after  a  very  great  flaughter 
of  his  men.  King  David  was  glad  to  elcdpe  with  his  • 
life  by  flight.  After  this.  King  Stephen  feized  to  his 
own  ufe  the  caftles  of  Ludlow  and  Leeds,  and  prefled 
the  bifliops  of  Salifbury  and  Lincoln,  fo  hard,  that  to 
prevent  their  perifhing  by  famine,  they  were  con- 
ftrained  to  furrender;  the  former  the  caftles  of  Vifes 
aiid  Shirburn ;  the  latter  thofe  of  Newark  upon  Trent 
and  Sleeford.  This  did  not  a  little  augment  the  king's 
ftrength  againft  the  enfuing  ftorm  ;  for  in  the  fummer 
this  year,  Maud  the  Emprefs,  daughter  and  heir  to  King 
Henry,  to  whom  King  Stephen,  with  all  the  nobility 
of.  England,  had  fworn  alk-giance,  landed  at  Arundel, 
with  her  brother  Robert  Earl  of  Glocefter,  and  was 
there  honourably  received  by  William  dc  Albincto, 
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who  was  lately  married  to  Queen  Adeliz,  King  Hcn-^ 
ry's  widow,  with  whom  he  received  the  earldom  of  A^ 
rundel  in  dowry.  But  as  foon  as  King  Stephen  heatxi 
of  her  landing,  he  cnarched  with  all  poffible  fpeed  to 
Arundel,  and  laid  iiegc  to  the  caftie;  but  fkiding  it 
upon  trial  impregnable,  he  raifed  the  fiege,  and  by 
that  means  fuffered  the  Emprels  and  her  brother  to 
efcape  to  Briftol. 
A.P.ti3«.  The  next  year  an  unlucky  accident  fell  out  in 
Wales-,  Cynric,  one  of  Prince  Owen's  fons,  having 
by  fome  means  or  other  difgufted  Madawc  ap  Mere- 
dith ap  Blethyn  ap  Confyn*,  a  perfon  of  coniiderable 
efteem  and  eftate  in  the  country,  was,  with  his  conni- 
vance  fet  upon  and  (lain  by  his  men.  But  the  affairs 
of  England  this  year,  afforded  greater  rarity  of  aftion  ; 
King  Stephen  with  a  formidable  army  laid  fiege  to 
the  city  of  Lincoln,  to  the  relief  of  which,  Ranulph 
Earl  of  Chefter,  and  Robert  Earl  of  Glocefter,  marched 
with  their  forces.  But  before  they  could  arriT^  the 
town  was  taken ;  whereupon  they  drew  up  their  forces 
in  order  to  give  the  king  battle,  who  on  the  other  fide, 
was  as  ready  to  receive  them.  King  Stephen  drew  up 
his  forces  in  three  battles,  the  firft  being  led  by  the 
Earls  of  Britain^  Mellent,  Norfolk,  Hampton,  and 
Warren;  the  fecond  by  the  Earl  of  Albemarle,  and 
William  of  Ypres ;  and  the  third  by  the  king  him- 
felf,  affifted  by  Baldwyn  Fitz-Gilbert,  with  ieveral 
others  of  his  nobility.  Of  the  enemy's  fide,  the  difin- 
hericed  barony  had  the  firft  place ;  the  Earl  of  Cheftcr, 
with  a  confiderable  party  of  Welchmcn,  far  bet- 
ter couraged  than  armed,  led  the  fecond;  and  die 
Earl  of  Glocefter  the  third  battle.  After  a  hot  and 
bloody  difpute  of  both  fides,  the  vidory  at  length  fa- 
voured the  barons.  King  Stephen  being  firft  taken  pri^ 
foner^  and  a  little  after  the  queen,  together  with  Wil- 
liam of  Ypres,  and  Bryan  Fitz-Count.  But  within 
a  while  after,  William  Martell  and  Geffrey  de  Man^ 
deville  gathered  together  ibme  frelh  forces,  and  fought 
the  Emprefs  and  her  brother  at  Winchefl;ery  and  hav- 
ing put  the  Empreis  to  flight,  took  Earl  Robert  pri- 
foi)er^  for  exchange  of  whom>  the  king  was  iet  at  li« 
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berty.  The  next  year  King  Stephen  would  try  thcA.D.  nsp. 
other  adventure,  and  received  a  fecond  overthrow  a^ 
Wilton  i  whichj  however,  did  not  fo  much  difgourage 
him,  but  that  he  laid  fo  clofe  a  liege  to  the  Emprefi 
at  Oxford,  that  fhe  was  glad  to  make  her  cfcape  tp 
Wallingford.  The  fame  year  died  Mad'awc  ap  Ed- 
nerth,  a  perfon  of  great  quality  and  note  in  Wales  i 
and  Meredith  ap  Ho^xl,.  a  man  of  no  mean  efteemi 
was  flain  by  the  fons  of  Blethyn  ap  Gv^yri; 

For  the  two  fucccedirig  years  nothing  remarkable  "4«^ 
pafTed  in  Wales  j  excepting  that  this  year  Howel  ap 
Meredith  ap  Rhytherch  of  Cantref  Bychan,  ai^d  Rhys 
ap  Howel  were  cowardly  flain  by  the  treachery  and 
perfidious  praftices  of  the  Flemings ;  ^and  the  next  "41- 
year  Howel  ap  Meredith  ap  Blethyn  was  b?dely  mur- 
dered by  his  own  menj  at  which  time,  Howel  and 
Cadwgan  the  fons*  of  Madawc  ap  Ednerthj  upon  fomc 
unhappy  quarrel,  did  kill  each  other.  But  fliortly  afr  "*** 
ter  this,  an  irreconcilcable  diifererice  fell  out  betwixt 
Anarawd  fon  to  GrufFydh  apRhys  Prince  of  South 
Wales,  and  his  father-in-law  Cadwalader  the  fon  of 
GrufFydh  ap  Conan,  and  brother  to  JPrince  Oweii 
Gwynedh  ;  which  from  words  quickly  proceeded  to 
blowsv  In  this  fcuffle  Anarawd  was  unhapjpily  flain ; 
which  fo  cxafperated  Prince  Owen  againfl;  his  brother 
Cadwalader^  that  together  with  his  fon  Howel,  he 
jmarched  with  an  army  into  his  brother's  country,  and 
after  a  confiderable  wafl:e  and  defl-ruftion,  burnt  tb 
the  ground  the  caftle  of  Aberyftwyth.  Cadwalader^ 
upon  the  news  of  Prince  Owen's  approach,  withdrew 
himfelf  and  fled  to  Ireland  -,  where  having  hired  a  great 
number  of  Irifli  and  Scots  for  two  thoufand  marksj 
Urtder  the  command  of  Oder^  and  the  Ibhs.  of  Turkel 
and  Cherulf,  he  fl:ru6l  fail  for  Wales,  and  landed  at 
Abcrmehy  In  Carharvonfliire.  The  Prince,  to  protraft 
no  time,  marched  with  all  (peed  to  prevent  their  far- 
ther progrefs  into  the  country  j  and  both  armies  be- 
ing come  in  view  of  each  other,  a  peace:  was  happily 
concluded  betwixt  the  two  brothers.  The  Irilh  un-» 
derftariding  this,  aiid  hoW  that  their  coming  over  was 
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like  to  prove  but  a  fool's  errand  to  them,  they  fuif- 
J)rifed  and  fecured  Cadwalader,  till  their  wages,  and  ar- 
rears were  paid  •,  who,  to  obtain  his  libcrt}^  delivered 
to  them  two  thoufand  heads  of  Cattle,  bcfidcs  many 
prifoncrs,  and  other  booty,  which  they  had  taken  in 
the  country.  But  as  foon  as  the  Prince  was  informed 
that  his  brother  Cadwalader  was  fet  loofe,  without  any 
farther  demur  upon  the  cafe,  he  fell  in  upon  the 
Irilh,  and  haying  flain  a  very  confidcrablc  number 
of  them,  recovered  all  the  booty  they  purpofed  to 
fhip  off,  and  forced  as  many  as  could  efcape,  to  return 
with,  gffeat  lofs,  attd  a  greater  ffiame  back  to  Irelancf. 

But  the  Normans  fpcd  far  better  in  Wales  -,  Hugh 
fon  to  Radulph  Earl  of  Chefter,  having  fortified  his 
caftle  of  Cymaron,  fet  (ipon  and  won  th^  country  of 
Melienyth  a  fecond  time  5  and  the  caftle  of  Clun  being 
fortified  by  another  lord,  all  Eluel  became  fubjedt  to 
the  Normans.  The  fame  time  King  Stephen  took 
Geffry  Mandcville  prifoner  at  St.  Albans,  where  the 
earl  of  Arundel,  by  the  flip  of  his  hoffe,  was  like  to  be 
drowned  in  the  river.  But  the  Earl  of  Maildeville, 
to  obtain  his  liberty,  delivered  up  to  the  king  the  tower 
of  Xondon,  with  the  caftles  of  WaJden  and  Plafley, 
which  reduced  him  to  that  condition,  th^t  he  was  forced 
to  live  upon  the  plunder  and  fpoil  of  abbics  and  other 
religious  houfes,  till  at  length  he  was  flain  in  a  fkirmiih 
againft  the  king,  and  his  fon  baniflied  the  kingdom. 
A.  D.  I144*  The  next  year  a  flcirmifti  happened  betwixt  Hugh 
de  Mortimer  and  Rhys  ap  Howel,  wherein  the  latter 
was  taken  prifoner,  with  many  others  of  his  accom- 
plices, who  ^ere  all  committed  to  prilbn  by  the  En- 
glifli.  But  it  fared  much  better  with  Howel  and 
Conan  the  fons  of  Prince  Owen,  who  having  railed 
an  army  againft  the  Fleming?  and  Normans,  gained 
a  confiderable  viftory  at  Abertiefi,  and  having  placed 
a  garrifon  in  the  town,  returned  home  with  great 
hopour,  and  much  booty. 

About  the  fame  time,  Sulien  ap  Rhythmarch,  one 
of  the  college  of  Lhanbadarn,  and  a  pcrfon  of  great 
reading  and  extenfive  learning,  departed  diis  life.  Shortly 
after,  Gilbert  Earl  of  Clare,  came  with  a  great  number 
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of  forces  to  Dyfed,  and  built  the  caftle  of  Caermard- 
hyn,  and  the  caftle  of  the  fons  of  Uchtryd.  Hugh  a.  D.  1145^ 
Mortimer  likewife  flew  Meyric  ap  Madawc  ap  Riryd 
ap  Blcdctu,  and  Meredic  ap  Madawc  ap  Ednerth.  And 
fo  far  it  went  of  the  fide  of  the  Englilh ;  but  now 
the  Welch  begin  to  gain  ground  -,  Cadelh  the  fon  of 
GrufFydh  ap  Rhys  Prince  of  Sputh  Wales,  laid  fiegc 
to  the  caftle  of  Dyncfowr,  belonging  to  Earl  Gilbert, 
which  bein^  furrendcred  up,  Cadelh,  aflifted  by  his 
brethren  Meredith  and  Rhys,  brought  his  army  before 
the  caftle  of  Caermardhyn,  which  after  a  fliort  fiegq 
yielded  in  like  manner,  referving  only  this  one  con- 
dition, that  the  garrifon  fhould  net  be  put  tg  the 
fword. 

From  thence  he  marched  to  Lhanftephan,  and  fee 
before  the  caftk ;  to  the  relief  of  which  the  Normans 
and  Flemings  coming  with  their  forces,  were  fhame- 
JfuUy  vanquifhed  an4  overcome,  and  fo  the  caftle  was 
eafily  deliyerccj  wp  to  the  Welch.  But  the  Normans 
were  fo  cruelly  nettled  at  this,  that  they  muftered  up  all 
the  forpes  they  coyld  poffibly  dr^w  together  out  01  the 
neighbouring  countries,  arid  uhexpeocdly  fqrroundcd 
the  caftle,  intending  by  all  poflible  means  to  recover 
the  fame.  ]Sut  the  governor,  Meredith  ap  GrufFydh, 
a  man  of  great  years,^  and  no  Jcfs  experience,  fo  ani- 
mated ^nd  encouraged  the  befieged,  that  when  the 
Normans  and  jFlemings  ventured  to  fcale  the  walls, 
they  were  beat  l^ack  with  fuch  vigour,  and  lofe  of 
their  fide,  that  at  length  they  were  compelled  to 
raife  the  ficge,  and  leave  the  Welch  in  poffciflion  of 
the  caftle^ 

Shortly  i^fter  this.  Run  the  fon  of  Pripce  Owen  of 
North  Wales,  4  youth  of  excellent  hopes,  and  incom- 
parable qualifications,  died,  whofe  death  his  father 
took  fo  much  tp  heart,  that  fpr  fomc  time  he  feemed 
to  be  paft  all  coipfort,  being  fallen  into  fuch  a  me- 
lancholy difpofition,  that  he  was  diverted  with  no- 
thing but  retirement.  But  an  accident  fell  out,  which 
roufed  him  out  of  this  lethargical  (it  pf  forrow  and 
djfcontent  j  the  caftle  of  Mould  was  fo  very  ftrong 
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and  well  garrifoned  by  the  Englifh,  that  it  mightily 
aiinoyed  tfie  country  thereabouts,  and  had  been  fre- 
quently hefieged,  but  could  never  be  taken.  Prince 
pwen  at  this  time  levied  an  army  and  laki  clofc 
iiege  to  it  •,  and  the  garrifon  for  feveral  afiaults,  be- 
haved itfclF  fo  manfully,  that  the  place  fccmed  im- 
pregnable and  invincible.  But  the  prefence  and  ex- 
ample of  Prince  Owen  fo  encouraged  his  men,  that 
they  fell  on  with  all  pofliblc  vigour  and  might,  and  at 
lafl:  forced  their  entrance  into  the  caftle.  Having  put 
a  great  number  of  the  garrifon  to  the  fword,  and  taken 
;hc  reft  prifoners,  the  caftle  was  razed  to  the  ground; 
and  this  fortunate  attempt  fo  pleafcd  the  Prince,  that 
he  forgot  all  forrow  for  his  fon,  and  returned  to  his 
ufual  temper  and  accuftomed  nierriraents.  At  the 
fame  time,  King  Stephen  of  England  obtained  a  re- 
itiarkable  viftory  over  his  enemies  at  Farendon ;  and 
although  the  enluing  year  Rondel  Earl  of  Chefter  and 
he  were  reconciled,  yet  he  thought  it  more  advifeable 
to  detain  him  prifoner,  though  contrary  to  his  promife, 
until  fuch  time  as  the  Eiari  wbiild  deliver  up  the  caftle 
of  Lincoln,  with  all  the  fbrjs  and  places  of  ftrcngth 
in  his  cuftody.  %        ' 

i.  D.I  146.  The  next  year,  Cadclh,  Meredith,  and  Rhys,  the 
fons  of  Gruf^dh  ap  Rhys  ap  Theodor,  brought  an 
army  before  the  caftle  of  Gwysj  but  finding  thcmfelvcs 
too  weak  to  n^after  it,  they  defired  Howel,  fon  to 
Prince  Owen  Gwynedh,  a  perfon  famoufly  remarkable 
for  martial  endowments,  to  cbme  to  their  aJEIlance. 
Howel,  who  was  very  defirous  to.  fignalize  himfelf, 
and  tp  evidence  his  valour  to  the  world,  readily  con- 
fented  to  their  rcqucft ;  and  having  drawn  his  forces 
together,  marphed  dircftly  towards  Gwys^  where  be- 
ing arrived,  he  was  joyfully  received^  and  honourably 
entertained  by  fuch  lords  as  defired  his  help.  Having 
viewed  the  ftrength  and  fortification  of  the  caftle,  he 
found  it  was  imprafticablc  to  take  the  place,  without 
the  walls  could  be  deftroyed  ;  and  therefore  he  gave 
prders,  that  certain  battering  engines  ftiould  be  pro- 
yidcd,  whilft  the  reft  fliould  gaul  and  moleft  the  be- 
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fiegcd^  by  throwing  of  great  ftopes  into  the  caftle.  The 
enemies  perceiving  what  irrefiftible   preparations  the 
befiegcrs  contrived,  thought  it  to.  no  purpofe  to  withr 
ftand  their  fury ;  and  therefore  to  do  that  Voluntarily 
which  mull  be  done  by  compulfion,   they  prcfently 
yielded  up  the  caftle.     Shortly  after  this  a  ^reat  diffe- 
rence happened  betwixt  the  Tons  of  Prince  Owen^ 
Howel,    and  Conan,    and  their  uncle  Cadwaladcr  i 
Yrhereupon  the  former  entered  with  an  army  into  thp 
country  of  Merioneth,  and  committed  great  waftes 
and  hoftilities  there^    infomuch  that  the  inhabitant$ 
flocked  into  fanduaries  to  fave  their  lives.     But  the 
young  lords  finding  \vhat  fearful  and  unliable  condi- 
tion the  people  were  in,  and  the  better  to  draw  xhcm 
to  their  fide,  iflued  out  their  proclamation,  aifuring 
that  all  who  would  favour  their  country,  fliould  no8 
only  enjoy  their  lives,  but  their  former  liberty  and  ac- 
cullomed  privileges  -,  upon  the  publication  of  whicl\ 
cdidj  the  people  returned  to  their  own  habitations. 
Having  by  this  ftratagem  brought  all  the  country  un? 
dcr  their  own  pleafure  and  good  will,  they  led  their 
itrmy  before  the  caftle  of  Cynfael,  belonging  to  Cadr 
walader,   which  he  had  buiJt  and  ftrongly  fortified, 
The  government  of  this  caftle  Cadwalader  had  com^ 
jnitted  to  Merfyn,  abbot  of  Tygwyn,  or  the  Whiter 
Houfc;;  who.  being  fummoned   to  furrender,  by  the 
brothers  Howel  aftd  Conan,  did  not  only  refufe,  but 
defied  their  utmoft  efforts  upon  the  placp.     The  lords 
finding  they  could  do  no  good  by  threats  and  menaces,^ 
judged  it  more  convenient  to  make  ule  of  the  other 
extream  ;    dnd  therefore  promifcd  the  abl?ot  a  very 
high  reward,  if  he  would  deliver  the  caftle  into  their 
hands.     But  all  proved  to  no  effeft,  the  abbot  being 
a  perfon,  of  more  honefty  and  greater  honour,  than 
%o  be  corrupted  to  betray  his  truft  •,  told  fheirf  flatly, 
That  he  ^ould  not  deceive  his  mafter^s  expectation, 
^d  therefore  would  choofe  rather  to  die  with  honour, 
thanto  live  withfliame.     The  lords  finding  him  in- 
exorable, and  withal  being  vexed,  that  a  churchman 
fixould  put  fucH  a  ftop  to  their  fortunate  proceedings, 
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made  fuch  a  vigorous  aflaulc  upon  the  caftle,  that  afl 
ter  they  had  pulled  down  feme  part  oF  the  walls,  they 
entered  in  by  force,  and  ravaged  fo  furioufly,  that 
they  killed  and  wounded  the  whole  garrrfon,  the  ab- 
bot only  efcaping,  who  by  the  help  of  fome  oif  his 
friends  in  Howel's  army,  got  aWay  fafe.  iTowards  the 
dole  of  this  year,  feveral  perfons  of  note  departed  this 
life,  among  whom  were  Robert  Earl  of  Gloceftcr, 
and  Gilbert  Earl  of  Clare,  as  alfo  Uchthryd  biftiop  of 
Llandaf^  a  man  of  great  piety  and  learning,  in  whofe 
fee  fuccceded  Nicholas  ab  Gurgant. 
AD.  1 147.  The  following  year  alfo  died  Bernard  bifliop  of  St. 
David's,  and  was  fuccceded  by  David  Fitzgerald,  then 
114?.  archdeacon  of  Cardigan.  Sometime  after.  Prince  Owen 
Qwynedh  built  a  caftle  in  Yale,  called  Caftdh  y  Rod- 
wyth ;  and  his  brother  Cadwalader  built  another  at 
Lhanryftid,  and  beftowed  his  part  of  Cardigan  upon 
.his  fon  Cadwgan.  Alfo  Maddc  the  fon  of  Meredith 
ap  Blcthyn  founded  iie  caftle  of  Ofweftry,  and  gav^e 
,  his  nephews  Owen  and  Meyric  the  fons  of  Gru^dfa 
ap  Meredith  his  fhare  of  Cyfeilioc.  $ 
«H9- .  The  next  year  Conan  fon  to  Prince  Owen  Gwynedh 
for.  certain  faults  and  mifcarriages  committed  againft 
his  father,  though  the  particulars  are  not  difcovered, 
was  put  in  prifon,  where  for  fome  time  he  continued  in 
cuftody.  But  it  fared  better  with  his  brother  Howel, 
who  having  made  his  uncle  CadWalader  his  prifoner, 
reduced  all  his  country,  together  with  his  caftle  fub- 
jeft  to  himfelf.  In  South  Wales,  fome  bufinefs  of  mo* 
ment  happened  this  year ;  Cadelh  the  fon  of  GrufFydh 
ap  Rhys  having  fortified  the  caftle  of  Carmardhyn, 
marched  with  his  army  towards  Cydwcly,  wafted  and 
deftroyed  the  whple  country,  and  being  returned  home, 
joined  his  army  with  his  brothers  Meredith  and  Rhys, 
who  tnrering  into  the  country  of  Cardigan,  won  that 
part  called  Is  Aeron.  This  was  fuccceded  by  an  ac- 
tion of  greater  importance  in  North  Wales  ;  fome  ir- 
reconcileable  difference  arifing  betwixt  Prince  Owen, 
and  Rondel  Earl  of  Chefter,  quickly  broke  out  into 
ppen  war.  The  Earl  made  all  the  poffible  prepara- 
tions 
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tions  the  opportunity  would  permit,  and  drew  toge, 
ther  a  confiderable  army  from  all  parts  of  England, 
and  which  ftrengthened  and  encouraged  him  the  more, 
he  was  joined  by  Madoc  ap  Meredith  prince  of 
Powys,  who  difdaining  to  hold  his  lands  of  prince 
Owen  Gwynedh,  chofe  rather  to  fide  with,  and  abet 
his  enemies.  The  prince,  on  the  other  hand,  was 
not  backward  in  his  preparations,  and  perceiving  the 
enertiy  to  come  upon  him,  thought  it  not  advifeablc 
to  fuffer  him  to  advance  too  far  into  the  country, 
but  to  ftop  and  prevent  his  career  before  he  fhould 
take  too  firm  a  footing  in  his  dominions.  To  this 
end  he  marched  with  his  whole  power  as  far  as 
Counfylhr,  with  full  refolurion  to  give  the  earl  of 
Chefter  battle,  which  the  Englifn  were  glad  of,  as 
thinking  themfelves  far  more  numerous,  and  much 
better  armed  and  difciplined  than  the  Welch.  But 
both  armies  having  joined  battle,  they  quickly  fal- 
tered in  their  expeftation  of  undoubud  fuccefs, 
and  finding  the  Welch  to  prcfs  ib  irrefiftably  fevcre 
upon  them,  they  thought  it'  wifer  to  retire,  and  en- 
deavour to  fave  themklves  by  flight.  But  the 
Welch  purfued  them  fo  hard,  that  few  efcapcd 
without  being  either  flain  or  taken  prifcners,  and 
they  fbme  of  the  chief  commanders,  who  through  the 
fieetnefs  of  their  horfes,  avoided  the  fury  of  their 
purfucrs. 

The  next  year,  the  fcene  of  aftion  removed  to  a.  d.  115^ 
South-Wales,  Cadelh,  Meredith  and  Rhys>  the  fons  of 
GruflTydh  ap  Rhys  prince  of  South  Wales,  being  en- 
tered with  an  army  into  Cardigan,  won  all  the  country 
from  Howel  the  prince  of  North- Wales's  fon,  except- 
ing the  caftle  of  Lhanfihangel  in  Pengwern.  The 
fiege  of  Lhanryllyd  caftle  proved  fo  difficult  and 
unmanageable,  that  the  young  lords  of  South- Wales 
loft  a  great  part  of  their  braveft  loldiers  before  it, 
which  (o  troubled  and  vexed  them,  that  whtn  they 
got  pofleflion  of  the  caftle,  they  put  all  the  gariifan 
to  the  fword.  From  thence  they  niarched  to  Yftrat- 
meyric  caftle,  which  after  they  had  won,  manned 
and  re-fortified,  they  difljanded  their  forces,  and  re- 
turned 


j^o  Th:e  history  of  wales.' 

turned  home.    But  Cadelh,  the  eldeft  of  the  brothen, 
was  upon  the  point  of  rcceivmg  his  laft  blow  by 
treachery  at  hoaae,  which  he  had  efcaped  from  the 
-enemies  abroad.      For    fome  of  the  iohabitants  of 
Tenbigh  in  Pcmbrokefliir^    having  conceived  fome 
difpleafure  and  hatred  againft  Cadelh,  were  refolved 
to  revenge  themfclves,    and   to   lay  a  trap  for  his 
life ;  and  having  obferved  what  pleafure  he  took  in 
hunting,  were  refolved  to  execute  their  plot,  whilfl: 
he  was  hot  and  eager  at  his  fport.     Obierving  there- 
fore one  day  how  he  went  a  hunting  with  only  a 
few  companions,  they  placed  themfelves  in   an   am- 
buirade,  and  wiien  the  game  came  that  way,    they 
unexpededly  let  upon  the  unarmed  fportfmcn,    and 
having  cafily  made  all  the  reft  fly  away,  they  wound- 
cd  Cadclh  lb  cruelly,  that  he  narrowly  efcaped  their 
hands  alive  *,  who  making  fhift  to  get  home,  lay  for 
a  long  time  dangeroudy  ill,  and  with  great  difficulty 
at  length  recovered  his  life.     Upon   this,  his    bro- 
thers Meredith  and  Rhys  pafled  with  an  army  into 
Gwyr,  and  having  burnt  and  dcftroyed  the  country 
thereabouts,    they   befieged   and   took  the   caftAe  of 
Aberlhychwr,  but  finding  they  could  not  keep  it,  they 
rafcd  it  to  the  ground,  and  ^ter  that,  return«;d  home 
with  great  booty  to  Dynefawr,  and  repaired  the  for- 
tifications  of  the  caftlc  there.     About  the  fame  time 
alfo,  Howel,  Prince  Owen  Gwynedh's  fon,   fortified 
Humphry's  caftle  in  the  valley  of  Caletwr. 
A  i>.ix5i.     But  the  following  year,  prince  Owen  did  a  very 
barbarous  adlion  to  Cunetha,  his  brother  Cadwathon's 
fon,  for  fearing  left  that  this  young  man  fhould  lay 
claim  to  any  part  of  his  eftate  as  his  father^s  jight^ 
he  firft  pulled  out  his  eyes,  and  afterwards  caftrated 
him^    for  fear  he  ihould  beget  any  children,    who 
joiigbt  fome  time  or  other  renew  their   claim  and 
]4ght  to  Cadwalhon's  eftate.   .  This  inhuman  feverity 
was  fucceedcd  by  another  of  no  fmall  remark  •,  Lhe- 
welyn  fon  to  Madoc  ap  Meredith  having  watched  a 
convenient  opportunity,  fet  upon,  and  flew  Stephen 
the  fon  of  Baldwin.    But  Cadwaladcr,  Prince  Owen's 

brother 
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brother,  after  a  tediqus  impriConmenc  which  he  had 
fuftained  through  the  malice  and  rancour  of  his  nephew 
Howcl,  at  length  nnadc  his  efcape,  and  flying  to  the 
Ifle  of  Anglefey,  brought  a  confider^ble  part  of  thjit 
iOand  under  his  fubjcftion.  But  prince  Owen  hear- 
ing how  that  his  brother  had  got  loofe  from  cuftpdy, 
and  thap  he  was  in  ^ftpal  ppflTeflion  of  ^  gi:c4t  part 
of  Anglefey,  he  prcfcntly  difpatched  an  annjr  over, 
which  proving  too  formidable  to  Cadwaladpr's  party, 
he  was  conftraincd  to  cfcape  to  England,  and  to  de- 
fire  fuccour  from  his  wife's  relations,  who  was  the 
daughter  of  Gilbert  Earl  of  Clare.  This  year  Galfredc 
Arthur,  comnr.only  called  Geffrey  of  Monmouth,  was 
trade  bifhop  of^t.  Afaph,  and  at  the  fame  time  Simon 
Archdeacon  of  Cyfcilioc,  a  man  of  great  worth  and 
efteem  in  his  country  died. 

-  But  the  year  following,  Meredith  and  Rhys  the  fon$A.D.ii5^ 
of  GruflTydh  ap  Rhys,  Prince  of  South- Wales,  l^id 
liege  to  Penwedic  cattle,  which  belonged  10  Howel 
Prince  Owen's  fon,  and  after,  great  pains  apd  confide- 
rablc  lofs  of  men  of  their  ftdc,  at  laft  made  themfelves 
matters  of  ir.  from  thence  they  marched  by  night 
to  Tenby,  and  tinexpeftedly  falling  upon  the  caitle, 
of  which  one  William  Fitzgerald  was  govtrnpr,  they 
fcaled  the  walls  before  the  garrifon  were  aware  of 
any  danger,  and  fo  poiTeffing  themfclves  of  the  cattle, 
they  fell 'foul  upon  the  garrifon,  in  revenge  of 
;hc  mifchief  they  had  done,  and  further  dcfigned  to 
their  brother  Cadelh.  For  Cadelh  ^t  this  time  wa^ 
gone  upon  a  pilgrimage,  and  during  his  abfence  had 
itommitted  his  whole  inheritance  and  all  other  con- 
cerns in  Wales,  to  the  care  of  his  brethren  Meredith 
and  Rhys.  But  after  the  taking  Tenby  cattle,  they  • 
divided  their  army  into  two  parties,  with  one  of 
which  Rhys  marched  to  Yftratcongen,  and.  after  great 
Jiavock  and  watte  committed  there,  he  patted  to  Cy- 
fcilioc, which  fared  in  like  manner, with  Yttratcongen. 
Meredith,  with  the  other  party,  fat-  before  Aberavan 
cattle,  and  after  a  ftiort  fiege  won  and  got  pofleflioa 
of  it,  and  then  returned  home  with  very  conlider- 
^ble  booty,  and  many  rich  fpoils.    About  the  fame 

time 
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rime  Rondel,  earl  of  Chefter,  who  had  lived  in  conti- 
nual enmity  and  frequent  hoftility  with  prince  Owea 
of  North-Wales,  departed  this  life,  leaving  his  foa 
Hugh  to  enjoy  both  his  titles  and  eftate  in  England, 
and  to  profcxute  the  feud^  and  hoftilities  againft  the 
Welch.  '  i 

A.  D.  1153.  ^^^  fliortly  after  died  Meredith,  fon  to  Gruff^'dh  ap 
Khys,  prince  of  South- Wales^  who  was  Lord  of  Car- 
digan, Yftratywy,  and  Dyfed,  being  not  palled  the 
twenty-fifih  year  of  his  age  j  a  perfon  of  incomparable 
valor  and  audacity,  and  in  all  his  warlike  attempt3 
and  atchievements  very  fortunate.  .  He  w^as  pre- 
fently  followed  by  Geoffrey  Bifhop  of  Llandaf,  a  man 
as  famous  for  learning  and  a  good  life,  as  tlie  other 
w^as  for  mafculine  bravery  and  martial  prqwefs.  In 
England  the  face  of  things  looked  very  lowering, 
Henry,  furnamcd  Shortmantel,  the  emprefs*  fon,  land- 
ed in  England^  and  in  his  progrefs  through  the  covn* 
try  took  feveral  caftles,  among  which  were  MalmcA 
bury,  Wallingford,  ^d  Shrewfbiiry.  But  his  fury- 
was  quickly  appeafed  by  the  death  of  Euftace,  king 
StepJien's  fgn.  So  th^t  the  ible  obftacle  for.  his  fucceed- 
ing  to  the  crown,  being  now  removed, -we  willingly 
concluded  a  peace  with  king  Stephen,  permitting  him 
to  enjoy  fjie  crown  peaceably  for  his. life,  upon  con- 

«*54«  ditipn  that  hitnfelf  was  declared  his  fucceflbr.  But  king 
Stephen  did  not  long  furvive  this  treaty ;  and  then 
Henry  Plantagenet,    the  emprefs*s  fon,  was  crowned 

1155.  in  his  ftcadfc  Towards  the  beginning  of  King  Henry's 
reign,  Rhy^  Gruffydh  ap  Rhys,  king  of  South- Wales, 
Vpon  apprehenfion  that  Owen  Gwynedh  had  raifed  an 
,army  for  the  conquefl:  of  .South- Wales,  drew  tc^c- 
ther  all  his  .ftrength,  and  marched  to  Aberdyfi  to  face 
the  enemy  upon  dieir  own  borders.  But  finding  the 
rumor  to  be  falfe,  and  that  the  prince  of  North- 
Wales  had  no  fuch  defign  in  hand,  having  built  a 
ckftle  at  Abedyfi,  which  might  defend  the  frontiers 
from  any  futUre  defign  of  His  country,  he  returned 
back  without  attempting  any  thing  farther.  At  the 
fame  time,  Madoc  ap  Meredith  built  a  caftic  at  Cae- 
rpneon  near  Cymer,  and  then  Eglwys  Fair  in  Myfot, 

wa$ 
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ivas  founded.  About  this  time  alfo,  Meyric,  nephew 
to  prince  Madoc  ap  Meredith,  made  his  efcape  out  cf 
prifon,  wherein  he  had  been  detained  by  his  uncle  for 
a  confiderable  time. 

The  fame  year  king  Henry  being  difplcafed  with  the 
Flf'mings^  whom  his  predcccflbr  King  Stephen  had 
brought  over  into  England,,  iflued  out  a  proclama- 
tion, charging  the  greateft  part  of  them  to  depart  his 
donriinions,  and  to  retire  to  their  countrymen  in 
"Weft-Wales,  where  his  grandfather,  Henry  the  firft 
the  Baftard*s  fon.  had  planted  them.  And  thus  that 
part  of  Wales,  called  Pembrokeftiire^  was  over-run 
with  thcfe  (Irangcrs,  who  being  better  befriended  by 
the  Kings  of  England,  than  the  Welch  could  well  ex- 
peft  to  be,  made  fure  footing  in  that  country,  where 
they  have  ever  fince  continued  firm.  It  was  the 
Englilh  policy  of  thofe  times  to  accept  of  any  oppor* 
tunity  to  curb  and  keep  under  the  Welch,  whom 
they  experienced  to  be  none  of  the  fafeft  neighbours, 
and  therefore  the  kings  of  England  did  grant  any 
lands  and  privileges  in  Wales  to  any  that  would 
accept  of  themi  which,  honeftly,  they  had  no  power 
to  beftow. 

But  this  was  not  enough  in  detriment  to  the  Welch,-^- ^«  "5^- 
for  the  year  following.  King  Henry  raifed*  a  very 
great  army,  which  he  gathered  from  all  parts  of  Eng- 
land, with  purpofe  to  fubdue  all  North- Wales,  being 
principally  moved  hereto,  by  the  inftigation  of  Cad- 
Walader  the  ^prince's  brother,  whom  Owen  Gwynedh, 
for  what  reafons  not  known,  deprived  of  his  eftate, 
and  banifhed  the  country.  Alfo  Madcc  ap  Meredith, 
prince  of  Powis,  who  maligned  the  liberty  and  pri- 
vilege of  the  princes  of  North- Wales,  who  owned 
fubjeftion  to  no  other  than  the  king  o£  England, 
whereas  thofe  of  Powis  were  obliged  to  do  homage 
to  the  prince  of  North-Wales,  did  jointly  confcnt  to 
this  invitation.  The  king  of  England  accepted  of 
their  propofals,  led  his  army  tp  Weft-Chcfter,  and 
encamped  upon  the  marfh  called  Saltney,  in  Welch, 
Morfa-Caer-Lleon.  Prince  Owen,  all  this  while,  was 
not  ignorant  of  this  intended  invafion  j  and  therefore 

having 
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having  made  all  poffibfe  preparations  to  confront  the 
enemy,  he  marched  his  atmy  to  the  frontiers  of 
England,  and  cncartipteg  ^  Bafingwerk,  refolvcd  to 
give  the  Englifh  battle.  King  Henry  underftanding 
of  the.  princess  rcfoliition,  detached  fome  of  the 
chiefeft  troops  oat  of  the  main- Body,  under  the 
command  of  fcveral  earls  and  other  lords,  and 
fent  them  towards  the  prince's  camp.  But  after 
they  had  advanced  fbme  little  way,  and  wfere  pafling 
through  a  wood,  called  Coed-Eulo,  David  and  Conon, 
prince  Owen's  fons,  unexpeftedly  let  upon  them,  and 
what  by  the  advantage  of  the  ground,  and  the  fud- 
dennefe  of  the  aftion,  the  Englifli  were  born  down 
with  a  great  flaoghter,  and  thofe  who  furvived  nar- 
rowly efcaped  to  the  king's  camp.  This  was  a  very 
unwelcome  beginning  to  king  Henry  5  but  however, 
in  order  to  profper  better  hereafter,  he  thought  it  ad- 
vifeablc  to  decamp  from  Saltney,  and  to  rank  his 
troops  along  the  fea-coaft,  thinking  thereby  to  get 
betwixt  prince  Owen  and  his  country,  which  if  he 
could  effeft,  he  was  fure  to  reduce  the  Welch  to  a 
very  great  iriconveniehcy.  But  the  prince,  forefee- 
ing  the  danger  of  this,  retired  with  his  army  to  a 
place  called  Cil  Owen,  that  is,  Owen's  Retreat,  which 
when  King  Henry  perceived,  he  let  fall  his  defign, 
M>.  1.  and  came  to  Ruthlan.  W.  Parnus  writes,  that  in 
"P'^*  •this  expedition  againft  the  Welch,  King  Henry  was 
in  great  danger  of  his  life,  in  pafling  through  a 
ftrait  at  Counfylth  near  Flint,  where  Henry  Earl  of 
Eflex,  who  by  inheritance  enjoyed  the  ofKce  of  bearing 
the  ftandard  of  England,  being  over-charged  by  the 
enemy,  caft  down  the  fame  and  fled,  This  accident 
fo  encouraged  the  Welch,  that  they  bore  on  fo  vio- 
lently, that  the  king  himfelf  narrowly  efcaped.  having 
of  his  party  Eufl:ace  Fitz-John,  and  Robert  Curcie^ 
two  valiant  knights,  together  with  feveral  others  of 
his  nobility  and  gentry  (lain  in  the  aftion. 

After  this  prince  Owen  decamped  from  Cil  Owen, 

and  intrenched  hinifelf  upon  Bryn  y  Pin,  where  lit- 

(    tic  of  momeiit  paflTed  between  the  two  armies,  only 

fome    (light    Ikirtliiihes  happened  freqticmly.     King 
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Henry  in  the  mean  time  fortified  the  caftle  of  Riithlan, 
and  during  his  ftay  there,  Madoc  ap  Meredith  prince 
of  Powis,  failed  with  the  Englilh  fleet  to  AngWey, 
and  having  put  fomc  men  on  Ihore,  they  burnt  two 
churches,  and  ravaged  part  of  the  country  about. 
But  they  paid  very  dear  for  it,  for  all  the  ftrengch  of  ^ 

the  iOand  being  met  together,  they  fct  upon  them  in 
their  return  to  their  fhips,  and  cut  them  off  in  fuch  a 
manner,  that  not  one  remained  to  bring  tidings  to 
the  fleet  of  what  had  befcl  them.  But  they  on 
board  quickly  perceived  what  had  happened,  and' 
therefore  thought  it  not  very  fafe  harbouring  upon 
that  coaft,  but  judging  it  more  advifcable  to  weigh' 
anchor,  they  prefently  let  fail  for  Chefter;  whea 
they  were  arrived  thither,  they  found  that  a  peace 
was  actually  concluded  betwixt  King  Henry  and 
prince  Owen  upon  this  article;  That  Cadwalader 
Ihould  have  all  his  lands  reftored  to  him,  and  he  re- 
ceived to  the  favour  and  friendfhip  of  his  brother. 
Then  king  Henry  leaving  the  cafl:les  of  Ruthlan  and 
Bafingwerk  well  manned  and  fortified,  and  having 
near  the  latter  founded  a  public  ftrudture  for  the 
order  of  Knights  Templars,  returned  to  England, 
But  the  troubles  of  Wales  did  not  end  with  him, 
for  lorwerdh  Goch  ap  Meredith  who  had  taken  pare 
with  the  king  of  England  during  this  war,  laid  fiege 
to  the  caftle  of  Yale,  which  was  built  by  prince  Owen, 
and  making  himfelf  mafter  of  it,  rafed  it  to  the 
ground. 

The  next  year  commenced  with  a  very  unfortu-A.D.1157, 
nate  aftion,  Ifor  ap  Meyric  having  long  before  4:aft 
a  very    wifhful  eye   upon   the  land  and  cftate    of- 
Morgan  ap  Owen,  was  now  refolved  to  put  in  exe- 
cution what  he  had  before  contrived;    and  as  co-* 
yetoufnefs    feldom   bears   any    regard  to    virtue   or 
honour,    he  treacheroufly  fet  upon  him,    and  flew* 
him ;  and  with  him  fell  Gurgan  ap  Rhys,  the  moft 
famous  Britifti  poet  of  his   time.     Morgan's    eftate 
Ifor  beftowed  upon  his  brother  lorwcrih,  who  about 
the  fame    time  got   alfo  pofleflion  of  ,the   town  of 
Caer-Lheon.-    But  thefe  inward  and  home-bred  .di*^ 

fturbancca 
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fturbances  were  quickly  mitigated  by  a  general  peacc*j 
which  was  preftntly  after  this  concluded,  betwixt 
the  king  of  England  and  all  the  princes  and  lords  of 
Wales,  Rhys  ab  GrufFydh  ap  Rhys,  prince  of  South- 
Wales,  only  excepted.  For  this  prince  Rhys,  who 
probably  would  not  rely  too  far  upon  the  king  of 
England's  fidelity,  refufed  to  confcnt  to  a  peace  j  but 
however,  to  fecure  himfelf  the  beft  he  could  from  the 
Englifh,  whom  he  had  no  fmall  reafon  to  be  afraid 
of,  he  thought  it  his  beft  prudence  to  iflue  out  his 
orders,  commanding  his  fubjeils  to  remove  their 
cattel  and  other  efFefts  to  the  wilderriefs  of  Tywy, 
where  they  wer6  like  to  remain  fecureft  from  the 
eyes  and  rc'ach  of  the  enemies.  But  he  had  not 
continufed  there  long,  when  he  received  a  more  po- 
fitive  exprefs  from  King  Henry,  commanding  him 
to  appear  forthwith  at  his  court,  and  to  accept  of 
the  propofals  of  peace,  before  the  joint  forces  of  Eng- 
land and  Wales  were  fcnt  to  fetch  him  up.  Prince 
Rhys,  having  received  fuch  a  threatning  meflage, 
thought  it  now  high  time  to  repent  of  what  he  had 
afore  fo  ralhly  refolved  upon,  and  therefore  after  long 
confultation,  he  judged  it  his  wifcft  way  to  accept  of 
the  king's  propofals  and  to  appear  at  court.  There  it 
was  agreed  upon,  that  Rhys,  whofe  lands  heretofore 
lay  fcattered  about,  and  were  intermixed  with  other 
perfon's  eftates,  fliould  enjoy  Cantref  Mawr,  and  any 
other  Cantref  which  the  king  (hould  be  plcafed  to  be* 
flow  upon  him.  But  contrary  to  this  article,  the 
king  affigned  him  feveral  lordihips  and  other  lands 
far  remote  from  each  other,  and  particularly  inter- 
mixed them  with  the  eftates  of  Engliftimen,  whom 
he  was  fure  would  be  a  watch  and  a  curb  to  all  the 
motions  of  prince  Rhys.  This  was  indeed  a  very  po- 
litick contrivance  of  king  Henry  to  keep  under  the 
high  and  reftlefs  fpirit  of  Rhys  \  but  the  juftice  of 
the  aftion  does  not  fo  evidently  appear  in  breaking 
one  of  the  chiefeft  articles  of  the  peace,  and  chopping 
and  bcftowing  that  which  was  not  juftly  in  his 
power  to  give.  But  it  is  manifcftly  apparent  that  the 
Englifh  of  thefc  times  were  mainly, concerned  right 

or 
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Of  wrong  to  opprefs  and  keep  under  the  Welch,  of 
>Rrhofe  mortal  hatred  to  fubje6tion  they  had  fo  fre- 
quently and  fo  cruelly  felt.  Prince  Rhys  was  not  aC 
all  ignorant  of  thefe  wrongful  and  deceitful  deaU 
ings  of  king  Henry,  but  knowing  himielf  to  be  un- 
able to  redrefs  thefe  grievances,  he  thought  it  more 
advifeable  for  a  time  to  live  quietly  with  a  little,  ^hah 
raihly  to  hazard  alL  But  in  a  ihort  time  he  had  op- 
portunity cither  to  demand  redrefs  from  the  king, 
or  elfe  to  endeavour  it  himfeif  by  force  of  arms. 
For  as  foon  as  Roger  earl  of  Clare  was  informed  of 
the  diftribution  which  the  king  of  England  had  grant- 
ed to  prince  Rhys,  he  came  to  king  Henry,  requeft- 
ing  of  his  majefty,  that  he  would  grant  him  fuch 
lands  in  Wales,  as  he  could  win  by  force  of  arms. 
The  king  readily  complied  with  his  requeft,  being 
always  very  forward  to  grant  any  thing  which  feem- 
ed  to  curb  and  difcommode  the  Welch,  and  there- 
fore the  carl  of  Clare  marched  with  a  great  army 
into  Cardigan,  and  having  fortified  the  caftles  of 
Yftrat-Mcyric,  Humphrey,  Dyfi,  Dynerth  and  Lhan- 
rhyftyd,  he  made  feveral  incurfions  into  the  couniry. 
In  the  fAnc  manner,  Walter  ClyfFord  who  was  gover- 
nor of  Lhanymdhyfri  caftle,  made  inroads  into  the 
territories  of  prince  Rhys,  ahd  after  he  had  flain  fe- 
veral of  the  Welch,  and  made  great  wafte  in  the  coun- 
try, returned  with  confiderable  booty.  . 

Prince  Rhys  as  he  was  unable  to  bear  thefe  out- 
r^s,  fo  he  was  refolved  either -to  have  immediate 
redrefs,  or  elfe  to  proclaim  open  war  againft  the  Eng- 
lifli,  and  therefore  he  fcnt  an  exprefs  to  king  Henry, 
complaining  of  the  hoftilities  which  his  fubjefts  the 
earl  of  Clare  and  Walter  ClyfFord  had  committed  in 
his  country.  But  finding  the  king  to  piit  him  ftill 
off  with  only  fmooth  words  and  fair  promifcs,  and 
that  he  always  winked  at  the  faults  of  the  Englifli 
and  Normafts,  without  any  farther  confulcation  about 
the  matter,  he  laid  fiege  to  the  caftle  of  Lhanymdhy- 
fri, and  in  (hort  time  made  himfeif  maftcr  of  it. 
Alfo  Eineon  the  fon  of  Anarawd,  Rhys's  brother's 
fon,  and  a  perfon  of  great  valour,  being  defirous  to 
.  .  N  free 
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free  his  country  from  that  miicrable  fcrvicudc  tUtcj 
now  groaned  under,  and  judging  withal  that  his  vnc\c 
was  now  difcharged  foom  the  oath  he  had  lately  fwom 
tp  the  King  of  England  fat  before.the  caftle  of  Hum- 
phrey,  and  having  forcibly  made  his  entrance  into 
It,   he  put  all  the  garrilbn  to  the  fword,  where  he 
found  a  great  number  of  horfes  and  armour,  enoogb 
to  arm   a  confiderable  body  of  men.      And  whilfl: 
Eineon  was  thus    engaged    at   Humphrey's    caftle. 
Prince  Rhys  perceiving  that  he  could  not  enjoy  any 
pare  of  his  inheritance  but  what  he  afterwardls  got 
oy  the  fword,  drew  all  his  power  together  and  en- 
tered Cardigan,  where  like  a  moft  violent  torrent,  he 
over- run   the  country,    that  he  left   not  one   caftle 
{landing  of  thofe  which  his   enemies  had  fortified, 
,and   lb   brought  all    the  country   to  his  fubjc&ion^ 
I^ing  Henry  being  fore  offended  at  the  progrefs  which 
Prince  Rhys  fo  fuddenly  made  againft  him,  returned 
with  a  great  army  into  South  Wales,  but  finding  it  to 
iio  purpofe  to  attempt  any  thing  a^nft  the  Prince, 
he  thought  it  more  advifeable  to  permit  him  to  en- 
joy all  that  he  had  gotten,  and  only  to  tal^e  hoftages 
for  his  obfervlng  of  peace  during  his  abfence  out  of 
the  kingdom,  which  Prince  Rhys  promiling  to  do, 
he   forthwith   returned  to  England,    and  foon  after 
went  for  Normandy,  where  he  concluded  a  peace  with 
the  French  King. 
A.  P.  1158.    But  the  year  following.  Prince  Rhys  of  South  Wales 
without  any  refpcd  to  his  promifc  to  King  Henry  laft 
year^  kd  his   forces  to  Dyfed,  and  deftroyed  all  the 
caftles  that  the  Normans  had  fortified  in  that  countryv 
and  then  laid  fiegc  to  Caermardhyn.     But  Reynold 
Earl  of  Sriftol,   the  king's  bafe  fon,  being  informed 
of  it,  called^  together  the  Earl  of  Clare,  his  brother- 
in-law  Cadwalader,   Prince  Owen  of  North  W^es's 
brother,  Howel  arid   Conan  Owen's  fons,  with  two 
Earls  more,  who  with  their  joint  forces  marched  to 
raife  the.fiege.    But  Prince  Rhys  was  wifer  than  to 
abide  their  coming,    and   therefore   upon   the^  firft 
intimation  of  fuch  great  oppbfition,  he  retired  to  the 
mountains  caHed  Cefn  Rcfter,  and  there  encamp. 

il  bcingj 
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being  fufficiently  fecure  from  any  enemyj  by  the  na- 
tural fortification  of  the  place.  The  confederate 
army  lay  at  Dynwylhir;  and  there  built  a  caftle^  but 
finding  no  news  or  tidings  of  Prince  Rhys^  they  re- 
turned home  without  cfFefting  any  thing  of  note* 
King  Henry  was  ftill  in  Normandy^  and  there  made 
war  againft  the  Earl  of  St.  Gilcs^  for  the. city  and 
earldom  of  Tholoufe. 

Towards  the  beginning  of  this  year,  Madoc  ap 
Meredith  ap  Blethyn  Prince  of  Powis  died  at  Win- 
chefter,  whence  his  body  was  honourably  conveyed 
to  PowiSj  and  buried  at  Myfod.  He  was  a  Prince 
very  much  aflfefted  to  piety  and  religion,  very  cha- 
ritable to  the  neceflitous,  and  good  to  the  diflrefled  % 
but  his  great  fault  was,  that  he  itickled  too  hard  for 
the  intereft  of  the  Englilh,  and  was  always  in  confe* 
deracy  with  King  Henry  againft  the  good  fuccefs  o£ 
his  native  country.  He  had  iflue  by  his  wife  Su- 
faiHia,  the  daughter  of  Gruffydh  ap  Conan  Prince  o£ 
North  Wales,  three  fons,  Gruffydh  Maylor^  Owea 
and  Elis,  and  a  daughter  named  Marred.  He  had 
alfo  three  natural  fons,  Owen  Brogynton^  Cynwric 
Efelh,  and  Eineon  Efelh,  who  though  bafe  born4 
yet  according  to  the  cuftonv  of  Wales,  co-inherited 
with  their  brethren  who  were  legitimatei 

And  here  it  will  not  be  amifs,  once  for  all,  to  giv« 
a  particular  account  of  the  principality^  afterwards 
the  lordftiips  of  Powis,  how  it  came  to  be  divided 
into  many  (hares  and  portions^  and  by  that  means  be^ 
tame  fo  irrecoverably  broken  and  weakened^  that  it 
was  made  fubjeft  to  the  Normans  bfefore  the  reft  o^ 
Wales.  For  Powis  before  King  OfFa*s  time,  reached 
feaftwafds  to  the  rivers  of  Severn  and  Dee^  in  a  right 
line  from  the  end  of  Broxon  hills  to  Salop,  and  com- 
prehended all  the  country  between  the  Wye  and  Se- 
verri-,  which  was  antiently  the  eftate  of  Brochwd 
Yfcithroc,  of  whom  mention  is  made  before.  But 
iifcer  the  making  of  OfFa's  dike^  Powis  was  contrafted 
into  a  narrower  compafs,  the  plain  country  towards 
Salop  being  inhabited  by  Saxons  and  Normans,  fo 
that  the  length  pf  it  reached  oorth'-eaft  from  Pul- 
N-a  ford 
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ford  bridge  to  Lhangiric  parifti  on  the  confines  of 
Cardiganmire,  to  the  fouth-weft,  and  the  breadth 
from  the  farthcft  part  of  Cyfeilioc  weftward,  to  Elf- 
mere  on  the  eaft- fide.  This  principality,  Roderic  the 
Great  gave  to  his  youngeft  fon  Merfyn,  in  whole  po- 
fterity  it  remained  entire,  till  the  death  of  Blethyn  ap 
Confyn,  who  though  he  had  divided  it  betwixt  his 
fons  Meredith  and  Cadwgan ;  vet  it  came  again  whole 
and  entire  to  the  polleflion  of  Meredith  ap  Blethyn. 
But  he  again  broke  the  union,  and  left  it  between  his 
two  fons  Madawc  and  Gruffydh }  the  firfl:  of  which 
Inras  married  to  Sufanna  the  daughter  of  GrufiF^dh  ap 
Conan  Prince  of  North  Wales,  and  had  with  her  that 
part,  afterward  called  by  his  name,  Powis  Fadoc. 
After  his  death,  this  lordfliip  was  divided  alfo  be* 
twixt  his  fons  Grufiydh  Maelor,  Owen  ap  Madawc, 
and  Owen  Brogynton,  which  laft,  though  bafely 
bom,  had  however,  for  his  incomparable  valour  and 
courage,  a  fl»rc  of  his  father's  eftate,  namely,  Edeyr- 
heon  and  Dinmael,  which  he  left  to  his  fons  Gruff>'dh, 
Blethyn  and  lorwerth.  Owen  Madawc  had  to  his  por- 
tion Mechain-is-Coed,  and  had  ifiue  Lhewelyn  and 
Owen  Fychan.  But  Gruffydh  Maelor  the  eldeft  fon, 
lord  of  Bromfield,  had  to  his  part,  both  the  Maelors 
with  Mochnant-is-Raydar,  and  married  Angharad  the 
daughter  of  Owen  Gwynedh  Prince  of  North  Wales,  by 
whom  he  had  ifiue  one  fon  named  Madawc,  who  held 
his  father's  inheritance  entirely,  and  left  it  fo  to  his 
only  fon  Grufiydh,  who  was  called  Lord  of  Dinas 
Bran,  becaufe  he  lived  in  that  caftle :  he  married  Em- 
ma the  daughter  of  James  Lord  Audley,  by  whom  he 
had  ifiue  Madawc,  Lhewelyn,  Gruffydh  and  Owen. 
This  Gruffydh  ap  Madawc  took  part  with  King  Henry 
the  Third  and  Edward  the  Firfl:  againfl:  the  Prince  of 
North  Wales  -,  and  therefore  for  fear  of  the  faid  prince, 
Tie  was  forced  to  keep  himielf  fecure  within  bis  caftle 
of  Dinas  Bran,  which  being  fituated  upon  the  fum« 
mit  of  a  very  fteep  hill,  feemed  impregnable  to  all 
the  daring  efforts  that  could  be  ufed  againft  it.  Af- 
ter his  death,  Edward  the  Firft  dealt  very  unkindly 
widi  his childrca,  who.  were  of  age  to  maonge  their 

own 
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bwn  concerns;   and  making  two  of  them  privately 
away,  beftowed  the  wardlhip  of  Madoc  his  cldeft  fbn, 
who  had  by  his  father's  wiU,  the  lordlhips  of  Brom- 
field  and  Yale,  with  the  rcverfion  of  Maelor  Saefnec 
Hopefdale  and  Mouldfdale  his  mother's  jointure,  on 
John  Earl  Warren  ;  and  the  wardlhip  of  Lhewelyn,, 
to  whofe  Ihare  fell  the  lord/hips  of  Chirkc  and  Nan- 
hcudwy,  to  Roger  Mortimer,  third  fon  to  Roger  Mor- 
timer the  fon  of  Ralph  Mortimer,  Lord  Mortimer  of 
Wigmor.    But  Emma,  GrufFydh's  wife,  having  in  hey 
pofleflion  for  her  dowry,  Maelor  Saefnec,  Hopefdale, 
and  Moulfdale  with  the  prefentation  of  Bangor  rec- 
tory i  and  feeing  two  pf  her  fons  difinheritcd  and  done    • 
away,  and  the  fourtltdead  without  iflue,  and  doubting 
left  GrufFydh  her  only  furviving  child  could  npt  long, 
continue,    Ihe  conveyed  her  eftate  to   the  Audley's, 
her  own  kin,  who  getting  pofleflion  of  it  took  th^ 
fame   from  the  king,    from   whom  it  came  to  the 
houfe  of  Derby,  where  it  continued  for  a  long  time  ^ 
till  at  length  it  was  fold  to  Sir  John  Glynne,  fcrjeanc 
at  law,  in  whofe  family  it  ftill  rcmaineih.     But  EarJ 
Warden  and  Roger  Mordmer  forgetting .  what  fignaj 
fervice  GruSydh  ap  Madoc  had  performed  for  the 
king,  guarded  their  new  ppflelHons  with  fuch  caution 
and  ftndnefs,  that  they  took  efpecial  care  they  fhoulcj 
never  return  to  any  of  the  pofterity  of  the.  legal  pro- 
prietor ;•  and  therefore  having  obtained  the  king's  pa- 
tent, they  began  to  fccure  themfelves  in  the  faid  lord- 
fhips.     John  Earl  Warren  began  to  build  Holt  caftle, 
which  was  finifhed  by  his  fon  William,   ajid  fo  the 
lordfhips  .of    Bromfield  and  Yale  continued  in  the 
name  of  the  Earls  of  Warren  for  three  defcents,  viz, 
John,  William  and  John,  who  dying  \^'ithou}:  iflue  j 
the  faid  lordfhips,  together  with  the  earldomof  War- 
ren defcended  to  Alice  filler  and  heir  to  the  laft  John 
Earl   Warren,   who  was   married  to  Edmond .  Fitz 
Alan  Earl  of  Arundel,  in  which  houfe  th^y  remained 
for  three  defcents,  namely,  Edmund,  Richard,  Richard 
his  fon,  and  Thomas  Earl  of  Arundel.     But  for  want 
of  iflue  to  this  laft,  Thomas  Earl  of  Arundel  and 
Warren,  the  faid  lordfliips  fell  to  two  pf  his  fifters, 
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whereof  one  named  Elizabeth  was  married  to  Thoi 
mas  Mowbray  duke  of  Norfollc,  and  the  other  calked 
Joan,  to  William  Beauchamp  Lord  of  Abergavenny : 
^  but  fince  they  came  to  the  hands  of  Sir  William  Stan- 
ley knight,  who  being  attainted  of  High  treafon,  they 
devolved  by  forfeiture  to  the  crown,  and  now  arc  an- 
nexed to  the  principality  of  Wales.  But  Roger  Mor- 
timer the  other  fharer  in  the  lands  of  GrufFydh  ap 
Madoc,  was  made  Juftice  of  North  Wales,  built 
the  caftle  of  Chirke,  and  married  Lucia  the  daugh- 
ter and  heir  of  Sir  Robert  de  Wafrc  knight,  by 
whom  he  had  iflue  Roger  Mortimer,  who  was  mar- 
ried to  Joan  TUrbcrvill,  by  wliom  he  had  John  Mor- 
^mer  Lord  of  Chirke.  .  This  John  fold  the  lordfhip 
of  Chirke  to  Richard  Fit^alan  Earl  of  Arundel,  Ed- 
xnund*s  fon,  and  fo  it  was  again  annexed  to  Bromfield 
and  Yale. 

The  third  fon  of  Gruffydh  Lord  of  Dinas  Bran, 
named  alfo  Gruffydh,  had  for  his  part  Glyn  Dwr- 
dwy,  which  Gruffydh  ap  GrufFydh  had  iflue  Madoc 
Crupl,  -who  was  the  father  of  Madoc  Fychan,  the 
father  of  Gryflfydh,  the  father  of  Gruffydh  Fychan^ 
who  was  the  father  of  Owen  Glyndwr,'  who  rebel- 
ling in  the  days  of  Henry  the  Fourth,  Glyndwrdwy 
by  confifcation  came  to  the  King,  of  whom  it  was  af- 
terwards purchafcd  by  Robert  Salifbury  of  Rug,  in 
whole  faniily  it  ftill  remaineth.  Owen  the  fourth  ton 
p(  Gruffydh  Lord  of  Dinas  Bran  had  for  his  ftiare 
Cynlhaeth  with  the  rights  and  privileges  thereunto 
Jxlonging.'  The  other  part  of  Powys,  comprehending 
the  countries  of  Aruftly,  CyfeiUoc,  Lhannerch-hudol, 
Caereneon,  Mochnach  uwch  Rayadr,  Mechan  uwch 
Coed,  Moudhwy,  Deudhwr,  Yflrad  Marchelch,  and 
Teir  Tref,  or  the  Three  Towns,  rightfully  defccnded 
to  Gruff'ydh  ap  Meredith  ap  Blethyn,  by  Henry  the 
Firft,  created  Lord  Powis,  who  married  Gweyryl  or 
Weyryl  the  daughter  of  Urgene  ap  Howel  ap  Icfaf  ap 
Cadogan  ap  Athleftan  Glodryth,  by  whom  he  had  iflue 
Owen  furnamed  Cyfeilioc.  This  Owen  enjoyed  his  fa- 
ther's eftatc  entire,  and  iiiarried  Gwenlhiam  the  daugh- 
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tcr  of  Owen  Gwynedh  Prince  of  North  Wales,  who 
bore  him  one  fon,  named  Gwenwynwyn  or  Wcnwyn- 
wyn,  from  whom  that  part  of  Powis  was  afterwards 
called  Powis  Wenwynwyn.  He  had  moreover  a  bafc 
brother,  called  Cafwalhon,  upon  whom  he  beftowed  the 
countries  of  Swydh  Lhannerch  Hudol,  and  Brani- 
arth,  Gwenwynwyn  fuccecded  his  father  in  all  his 
^ftate,  faving  what  Cafwalhon  enjoyed,  and  married 
Margaret  the  daughter  of  Rhys  ap  Theo^OT  Prince 
of  South  Wales,  by  whom  he  had  Gruffydfi  ap  iGwen- 
wynwyn,  who  fucceeding  his  father  in  all  his  pof- 
fefllons,  had  ifluc  fix  fons,  by  Margaret  the  daugh- 
ter of  Robert  Corbet,  brother  to  Thomas  Lord  Cor- 
bet of  Cous  ;  and  fo  the  entire  eftate  of  Gruffydh 
ap  Meredith  ap  Blcthyn  Lord  of  Powis,  became 
Ihattered,  and  torn  into  divers  pieces,  Owen,  Gruf- 
fydh ap  Gwenwynwyn's  cldeft  fon,  had  for  his  part 
Aruftly,  Cyfcilioc,  Lhannerch  Hudol,  ahd  a  part  of 
Caereneon  -,  Lhewelyn  had  Mochnant  uwch  Rayadr 
and  Mechain  uwch  Coed ;  John  the  third  fon,  had 
the  fourth  part  of  Caereneon  •,  William  had  Moud* 
hwy  ;  Gruffydh  Fychan'  had  Deudhwr  Yftrat-Mar- 
chelh,  and  Teir  Tref ;  and  David  the  fixth  and 
youngeft  fon,  had  the  other  fourth  part  of  Caere- 
-neon.  Owen  ap  Gruffydh  had  iffue  one  only  daugh- 
ter^ named  Hawys  Gadarn,  or  the  Hardy,  whom  he 
left  his  heir  •,  but  her  uncles  Lhewelyn,  John,  Gruf- 
fydh Fychan.  and  David,  thinking  it  an  eafy  matter 
to  difpoflefs  an  orphan,  challenged  the  lands  of  their 
brother  Owen,  alledging  for  a  cloak  to  their  ufur- 
pation,  that  a  woman  was  not  capable  of  holding  any 
lands  in  that  country.  But  Hawys  made  fuch  friends 
in  England,  that  her  cafe  was  made  known  to  King 
Edward  the  Second,  who  beftowed  her. in  marriage 
upon  a  fcrvant  of  his,  named  John  Charleton,  termc4 
ValeSus  dQmini  regis^  who  was  born  at  Appley  near 
Wellington,  in  the  county  of  Salop,  anno  One  thou- 
fand  two  hundred  fixty-cight,  and  in  h^r  rights 
created  him  Lord  Powis. 

JJ  4  Th« 
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This  John  Charlcton  Lord  Powis,  being  aided  and 
fupporced  by  the  King  of  England,  quickly  broke 
all  their,  meafures  ;  and  Jiaving  taken  Lhewcljrti, 
John,  and  David,  his  wives  uncles,  he  put  them  in' 
fafe  cuftody,  in  the  king's  caftle  of  Harlech  ;  and 
then  obtained  a  writ  from  the  King  to  the  She- 
riff  of  Shropfhire,  and  to  Sir  Roger  Mortimer, 
Lord  of  Chirkland,  and  Juftice  of  North  Wales,  for 
the  apprehcnfipn  of  Gruffydh  Fychan,  with  his  fons- 
in-law.  Sir  Roger  Chamber  and  Hugh  Montgomery^ 
who  were  then  in  aAual  hoftility  againft  him  and  his 
wife  Hawys.  But  Gruffydh  Fychan  and  his  accom- 
plices fufpcftir^g  their  own  ftrength,  and  having  loft 
Thomas  Earl  ox  Lancafter,  their  main  fupport,  thought 
it  raoft  advifeable  to  fubmit  themfelves  to  the  king's 
pleafure,  touching  the  difference  betwixt  them  and 
Hawys ;  who  finding  upon  record,  how  that  Gruf- 
fydh ap  Meredith,  anccftor  to  the  faid  Hawys,  upon 
his  fubmiffion  to  King  Henry  the  Firft,  became  fub- 
jeft  to  the  King  of  England,  and  thereupon  was 
created  Baron  of  Powis,  which  barony  he  and  bis 
pofterity  had  ever  fince  held  in  capN  from  the  king  ; 
was  of  opinion^  that  Hawys  had  more  right  to  her  fa- 
ther's poffeffions  now  in  their  hands,  than  any  pretence 
they  could  lay  to  her  ellate.  But  to  make  a  final  de- 
termination of  this  matter,  and  to  compofc  the  diffe- 
rence more  amicably  betwixt  them;  it  was  agreed, 
that  Hawys-fljould  enjoy  her  inheritance  in  fee^fimple 
to  het-  and  her  heirs  for  ever,  after  the  tenure  of  Eng- 
land-, and  that  her  uncles  Lhewelyn,  John,  Davkl, 
and  Gruffydh,  Ihould  quietly  enjoy  their  portios, 
and  the  fame  to  defcend  to  their  heir  males  perpetual- 
ly 5  but  in  default  of  fuch  heir  males,  the  feme  was 
to  defcend  to  Hawys  and  her  heirs.  But  V/illiaro  Lord 
of  Mbiidhwy,  the  fourth  brother,  called  otherwifc 
Wilcock  Mowdhwy,  becaufe  he  did  not  join  with 
the  reft  againft  Hawys,  had  all  his  lands^  confirmed 
to  him,  and  to  all  his  heirs,  both  male  and  female 
for  ever.  He  married  Elianor,  the  fifter  of  Elen, 
Owen  Glyndwr*s  mother,  who  was  lineally  dcfcended 
•  from  Rhys  ap  Theodore,  Prince  of  South  Wales,  by 

whom 
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whom  he  had  iljue  John  dc  Mowdhwy  •,  whofc  daugh- 
ter Elizabeth,  being' heir  to  his  whole  eftate,  was  mar- 
ried CO  one  Sir  Hugh  Burgh,  knight.  His  fon  Sir 
John  Burgh,  Lord  of  Moudhwy,  married  Jane  the 
daughter  of  Sir  William  Clapton  of  Gloceftcrlhire, 
by  whom  he  had  four  daughters,  Elizabeth,  Ancreda^ 
Ifabei  aad  Elianor  ^  the  hrit  of  whom  was  married  to 
Thomas  Newport,  the  fecond  to  John  Leighton  of 
Stretton ;  the  third  to  John  Lingen  ;  and  the  younger 
to  Tho.  Mytton;  who,  by  equal  diftribution,  had  the 
iordlhip  of  Modhwy  divided  betwixt  them. 

But  John  Charleton  Lord  of  Powis  had  iflue  by  his 
wife  Hawys,  a  fon  named  John,  who  enjoyed  the 
fame  lordftiip  for  about  fcvcn  years,  and  dien  left  it 
to  his  fon,  of  the  fame  name,  who .  was  Lord  of 
Powis  fourteen  years  5  and  then  it  defcended  to  his 
fon-,  called  alfo  John  Charelton  who  enjoyed  his  fa- 
ther's eftate  twenty-feven  years;  but  dying  without 
iffue,  the  Iordlhip  of  Powis  fell  to  his  brother  Ed- 
ward Charleton.  This  Edward  had  iflue  by  his  wife 
Elianor,  the  daughter  and  one  of  the  heirs  of  Thomas 
Earl  of  Kent,  and  the  widow  of  Roger  Mortimer 
Earl  of  March,  two  daughters,  Jane  and  Joyce  -,  the 
firft  of  which  w^is  married,  to  Sir  John  Gray,  knight ; 
jind  the  fecond  to  John  Lord  Tiptoft,  whofe  fon  was 
by  King  tienry  VI.  created  Earl  of  Worcefter.  But 
after  the  death  of  Elianor,  this  Edward,  Lord  Powis 
married  Elizabeth  the  daughter  of  Sir  John  Barkley, 
knight;  and  fo  after  his  death,  which  happened  in 
the  year  14,10,  the  Iordlhip  of  Powis  was  divided  into 
three  parts,  whereof  bis  widow  Elizabeth  had  for 
her  •  jointure  Lhancercb  Hudol,  Yftrad  Marchelh, 
Deudhwr  and  Teirtref ,  and  was  afterwards  married 
to  Lord  Dudley.  Jane  his  eldeft  daughter  had  Ca- 
ereneon,  Mechain,  Mochnant,  and  Plafdinas ;  and 
Joyce  had  Cyfeilioc,  and  Aruftly.  •  But  the  Iordlhip 
bi  Powis  continued  in  ihc  family  of  Sir  John  Gray, 
for  five  defcents,  in  right  of  his  wife  Jane  •,  the  lalt 
of  whom,  Edward  Gray,  Lord  Powis,  married  Anne, 
one  of  the  daughters  and  co-heirs  of  Charles  Bran- 
don, duke  of  Suffolk,  and  died  without  any  lawful 
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ixigdaie     iflue.     This  Edward  Lord  Powys,  in  15  Henry  Villi 
^*''.  11°^^*  accompanied  the  Duke  of  Suffolk  in  the  expedition 


torn. 


p.  284. '  then  made  into  France,  and  was  at  the  taking  of 
Bray,  and  other  places  then  won  from  the  French. 
And  in  36  Henry  VIII.  being  again  ready  to  march 
in  the  King's  fervice,  he  made  his  laft:  teftament, 
whereby  he  fettled  the  fucceffion  of  his  whole  ba- 
rony and  lordlhip  of  Powys,  his  caftle  and  manor  of 
Pool,  with  divers  other  lordfliips  in  the  county  of 
Montgomery,  and  all  the  reft  of  his  eftate  in  the 
county  of  Salop,  upon  the  heirs  of  his  own  body  law- 
fully begotten,  or  to  be  begotten ;  and  in  default  of 
fuch  iffue,  his  caftle  and  manor  of  Charkon  and  Pon- 
tift>ury  in  Shropftiire,  upon  Jane  Orwell,  daughter  of 
Sir  Lewis  Orwell,  knight,  and  her  affigns,  during  her 
natural  life.  And  in  cafe  he  Ihould  die  without  any 
iffue  of  his-  own  body  lawfully  begotten,  that  then 
Edward  Grey,  his  illegitimate  fon  by  the  fame  Jane 
Orwell,  fliould  have  and  enjoy  his  faid  barony  and 
manor  of  Powis,  his  caftle  and  -manor  of  Pool, 
and  all  other  his  lordftiips  in  the  county  of  Mont- 
gomery ;  with  the  reverfion  of  the  caftle  and  ma- 
•  nor  of  Charlton  and  Pontifl>ury,  to  him  and  his 
heirs  lawfully  begotten ;  and  for  lack  of  fuch  iffu€, 
to  remain  to  that  child,  in  cafe  it  ihould  be  a  fon, 
wherewith  the  fame  Jane  Orwell  was  then  great  by 
him,  and  to  the  heirs  of  his  body  lawfully  begotten. 
But  if  it  Ihould  not  prove  a  fon,  or  if  the  fon  die 
without  iffue,  then  that  the  whole  barony  of  Powis 
and  all  the  premifes  before-mentioned^  fliiould  come 
10  Jane  Grey  his  daughter,  and  to  the  heirs  of  her 
body  lawfully  begotten ;  and  for  lack  of  fuch  iffue, 
to  Anne  Grey,  his  other  daughter,  and  heirs  of  her 
body  lawfully  begotten ;  and  laftly  for  default  of  fuch 
iffue,  to  fuch  woman-child  as  Ihould  be  born  a(  the 
body  of  the  faid  Jane  Orwell.  But  after  Edward 
Grey,  the  title  of  Lord  of  Powis  lay  extindt  to  the 
fifth  year  of  King  Charles  I.  when  Sir  William  Her- 
bert fon  of  Sir  Edward  Herbert  of  Redcaftle  (an- 
tiently  called  Pool-caftle,  now  Powis  caftle)  in  the 
county  of  Montgomery,  fccoad  fon  to  William  Earl 
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bf  Pembrock,  was  advanced  to  the  dignity  of  a  Ba- 
ron of  the  realm,  by  the  title  of  Lord  Powis  of  Powis, 
in  the  marches  of  Wales ;  in  whofe  family  it  ftill  con- 
tinues, though  the  title  has  been  changed  from  a  Ba« 
ron  to  an  Earl,  and  fince  to  a  Marquifs.  ^ 

About  the  fame  time  that  the  Prince  of  Powis  died, 
Cadwalhon  ap  Madawc  ap  Ednerth,  who  had  been 
for  fome  confiderable  time  at  variance  with  his  bro- 
ther Eineon  Clyd,  was  taken  prifoner  by  him>  who 
delivered  him  up  to  Owen  Prince  of  North  Wales. 
But  the  Prince  being  willing  to  gratify  the  king  of 
England,  whofe  interefl:  Cadwalhon  has  as  much  as  in 
him  lay  oppofed,  fent  him  to  the  king's  officers  to  be 
impriloned  at  Winchefter ;  from  whence  he  quickly 
found  ^  way  to  efcape  :  and  by  the  advice  of  the  reit 
of  his   brethren  he  returned   home  to  his  countr}^ 
King  Henry  continued  all  this  while  in  Normand/, 
and  during  his  flay  there,  a  match  was  concluded  up- 
on betwixt  his  fon  Henry  and  Margaret  daughter  to 
Lewis  king  of  France.    But  this  new  alliance  could  A.D.ii6a. 
not  prevent  thefc  two  monarchs  from  falling  at  vari- 
ance with  each  other,  which  happened  the  year  fol- 
lowing  5  and  thereupon  King  Henry  marched  with  his 
army  into  Gafcoyne,  tp  queU  certain  rebels,  who  upon 
firfl  notice  of  this  breach  between  both  kings,  were 
up  in  arms  againft  the  Englifh.     But  the  next  year,  a  „6,^ . 
peace  was  again  concluded,  and  fo  all  things  returned 
CO  their  former  flate  of  amity  and  quietnefs. 

But  it  was  not  fo  in  Wales ;  for  Howel  the  fon  of 
leyaf  ap  Cadwgan  ap  Athleftan.Glodryth,  having  got 
into  his  hand  the  caftle  of  Walwern  in  Cyfeilioc,  rafed 
it  to  the  ground,  which  fo  incenfed  Prince  Owen,  who 
was  owner  of  it,  that  nothing  could  lay  his  fury,  till 
he  had  drawn  his  forces  together,  and  made  an  incur- 
fion  inro  Lhandhinam  in  Aruflly,  Howel's  country ; 
which  he  cruelly  harrafTed,  and  carried  away  confider- 
able booty.  The  people  of  the  country  .perceiving 
thefe  devaftations  or  the  North  Wales  men,  came  to- 
gether to  the  number  of  three  hundred  men,  offering 
^hciffervice  to  their  natural  Lord,  Howel  ap  lefaf; 
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who  upon  this  addition  of  ftrcngth,  followed  the  ene- 
my to  the  banks  of  Severn,   where  they  were  en- 
camped.   Prince  Owen  finding  them  to  march  after 
him,  was  glad  of  the  opportunity  to  be  further  re- 
venged upon  Howcl  i  and  fo  turning  fuddenly  upon 
them,  he  flew  about  two  hundred  men  ;  the  reft  nar- 
rowly efcaping  with  Howcl  to  the  woods  and  rocks. 
Owen  being  more  joyful  for  the  revenge  he  had  taken 
of  Howel,  than  for  any  viftory  he  had  gained,   re- 
built  Walwern  caftle,  and  having  well  fortified  and 
manned  it,  returned  home  to  North  Wales. 
A  D.ix6i.      The   year  following,    the  like  thing  happened ; 
Owen  the  fon  of  Gruffydh  ,ap  Meredith,  commonly 
called  Owen  Cyfeilioc  o  Wynedh,  together  with  Owen 
ap  Mad^wc  ap  Meredith*  and  Meredith  ap  Howel, 
fet  upon  Carrechofa  caftle  near  Ofweftry,  and  having 
bver-powered  the    garrifon,    committed  great   wafte 
and  deftru&ion  therein.      But  about  the  lame  time^ 
a  pkafant   paflage  happened  in  England;   Robert 
Mountford  and  Henry  de  Eilex,  who  had  both  foughc 
againft  the  Welch  upon  the  marches,  and  both  run, 
b^an  now  to  impeach  each  other,  as  being  the  firft 
occafion  of  flying.    The  difpute  was  to  be  tried  by 
combat,   in  which  being  engaged,  Henry  was  over- 
come ;  and  for  his  falfe  accufing  of  Robert,  he  was 
fentenced  to  have  his  eftate  forfeited,  and  then  havii^ 
his  crown  fliom,  he  was  entered  a  monk  at  Redding. 
Within  a  little  after.  King.  Henry  calling  to  mind 
what  Prince  Rhys  liad  committed  during  his  abfence 
out  of  the.kin^om,  drew  up  a  great  army  againft 
South  Wales,  and  having  marched  as  far  as  Pencadyr 
near  Brecknock,  Rhys  met  him,  and  did  his  homage; 
and  having  delivered  up  hoftages  for  his  future  beha- 
viour,   ftopped  the  king's  farther  prosieis,   {o  that 
thence  he  returned  to  England.    But  alter  the  king's 
^departure,  two  very  unlucky  accidents  happened  in 
Wales ;  Eineon  the  fon  of  Anarawd  ap  Grufiydb,  ne- 
phew to  Prince  Rhys,  being  villainoufly  murdered  in 
|iis  bed  by  his  own  fcrvant,  called  Walter  ap  Lhy- 
ivarch ;  as  alfo  Cadwgan  ap  Meredith  in  like  man* 

ner. 
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ner,  by  one  Walter  ap  Riccart.  But  the  lofs  of  his 
nephew  Prince  Rhys  made  up,  by  poflcffing  himfelf 
of  that  large  country  called  Cantret  Mawr,  and  the 
land  of  Dynefowr,  ^vhich  he  afterwards  enjoyed.  Of 
men  of  learning  there  died  this  year,  Cadifor  ap  Da- 
niel, archdeacon  of  Cardigan  ;  and  Henry  ap  Arthen, 
the  greateft  fcholar  that  had  flourifhed  in  Wales  iFor  ' 
many  years. 

The  next  year,  a  total  rupture  broke  forth  betwixt  a.  d.i  163, 
the  Englifli  and  Welch ;  Prince  Rhys,  a  man  of  an 
aftive  and  uncontroulable  fpirit,  being  now  experi- 
mentally fenfible  he  could  never  carry  on  the  greatnefs 
and  grandeur  of  his  quality,  with  luch  lands  as  the 
king  of  England  had  allotted  him,  made  an  invafion 
into  the  lordfhip  of  Roger  dc  Acre  Earl  of  Glocefter  5 
being  moved  thereto  in  a  great  meafure,  by  reafon  that 
his  nephew  Anarawd  ap  Gruffydh  was  murdered  by 
his  motive  and  inftigation.    Being  advanced  with  a 
ftrong  army  into  the  Earl  of  Glocefter's  eftate,  with- 
out any  g;ce3t  oppofition  he  took  Aberheidol  caftle, 
with  thofe  belonging  to  the  fons  of  Wyhyaon  5    all 
•which  he  rafed  to  the  ground.   Thence  he  marched  to 
Cardigan,  bringing  all  that  country  under  his  fubjec- 
tion ;  and  from  thence  he  marched  againft  the  Fle- 
mings,  whofe  country  he  cruelly  harrafled  with  fire 
and  fword.    The  reft  of  the  cftates  of  Wales,  per- 
ceiving Prince  Rhys  to  profper  fo  fucccfsfully  againft 
the  Englifli,  thought  they  might  equally  fuccced,  and 
Ihake  off  the  Englifli  yoke,  which  fo  unreafonably  op- 
prefled  them.    And  therefore  they  unanimoufly  agreed 
to  caft  off  their  fubjedtion  to  the  Englifli,  whofc  ty- 
ranny they  could  no  longer  bear,  and  to  put  over  them 
princes  of  their  own  nation,  whofe  fuperiority  they 
could  better  tolerate.    And  fo  this  year  concluded  with 
making  fuitable  preparations  for  the  foUov^ing  cam* 
paign. 

And  therefore  as  foon  as  the  time  of  year  for  aftion  11^4. 
was  advanced,  David  fon  of  Owen  Prince  of  North- 
Wales  fell  upon  Flintftjire,  which  pertained  to  the 
king  of  England;  and  carrying  off  all  the  people  and 
cattk  with  him,   brought  them  to  Dyffryn  Clwyd, 

other- 


ijo  TftE  HISTORY  6p  WALES; 

otherwife  Ruthyn  land.    King  Hcniy  undcrftanding 
this,  gathered  together  Ws  forces,  and  with  all  fpecd 
marched  to  defend  both  his  fubjeds  and  towns  from 
the  incurfions  and  depredations  of  the  Welch.     Being 
come  to  Ruthlan,  and  encamped  there  three  days,  he 
quickly  perceived  he  could  do  no  great  matter,  by 
reafon  that  his  army  was  not  fuificiendy  numerous  ^ 
and  therefore  he  thought  it  more  advifeable  to  retutn 
back  to  England,  and  to  augment  his  forces,  before 
he  ihould  attempt  any  thing  againft  the  Welch.     And 
accordingly  he  levied  the  moft  chofen  men  throughout 
all  his  dominions  of  England,  Nomundy,  Anjou,  Gaf- 
coin  and  Gwien ;  befides  thofe  fuccours  from  Flanders 
and  Britain ;  and  then  fct  forward  for  North  Wales, 
purpoiing  to  deftroy  without  mercy  every  living  thing 
'  he  could  poflibly  meet  with  -,  and  being  advanced  as 
far  as  Crocs-Ofwalt,  called  Ofweftry,  he  encamped 
there.    On  the  other  fide.  Prince  Owen  and  his  bro- 
ther Cadwalader»  with  all  the  ftren^  of  North  WaJcs  j 
Prince  Rhys  with  thofe  of  South  Wales ;  Owen  Cy- 
feilioc  and  Madawc  ap  Meredith  with  all  .the  power  o£ 
Po^ ;  the  two  fons  of  Madawc  ap  Ednerth,  with 
the  people  living  betwixt  the  rivers  of  Severn  and 
Wye,  met  together,  and  pitched  their  camp  at  Corwcn 
in  Edeymeon,  intending  unanimoufly  to  defend  their 
x:ountry  againft  the  king  of  England.     King  Henry 
underftanSng  that  they  were  fo  near,  was  very  de* 
firpus   to  come  to  battle  5   and  to  that  end  he  re* 
moved  to  the  banks  of  the  river  Ccireoc,  caufing  all 
the  woods  thereabouts  to  be  cut  down,  for  fear  of 
any   ambufhment   lurking  therein,    and  for  a   more 
clear  profpcdl  of  the  enemy.    But  fome  of  the  Welch 
took  advantage  of  this  opportunity,  who  being  well 
acquainted  with  the  paflage,  without  the  knowledge 
of  their  officers,  fell  upon  the  king's  guard,  where  ^i 
the  pikemen  were  potted ;   and  after  a  hot  skirmifli, 
feveral  were  flain  on  both  (ides.     But  in  fino^  the  king 
won  the  paflage,  and  fo  marched  on  to  the  mountain 
of  Berwyn^  where  he  lay  fo\nctime  without  any  ho* 
.ftility  on  either  fide,  both  armies  ftanding  in  fear  of 
each  QthfU    ThQ  JEj)gliih  kept  the  open  plains^  and 
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^erc  afraid  to  be  entrapped  in  the  ftreights  and  nar- 
row paffagcs  J  and  the  Welch  on  the  other  hand 
watched  the  advantage  of  the  place,  and  obfcrved  the 
Englifh  fo  narrowly,  that  neither  forage  or  viftuals 
could  pafs  to  the  king*s  camp.  And  what  augmented 
the  mifery  of  the  Englilh  army,  there  happened  to 
fall  fuch  a  rain,  that  mightily  difturbed  their  encamp- 
ment, in  fo  much  that  the  foldiers  could  fcarccly  ftand, 
for  the  difadvantage  of  thofe  flippery  hills.  But  in 
the  end  King  Henry  was  forced  to  decamp,  and  after 
a  very  confiderable  lofs  of  men  and  ammunition,  be- 
iides  the  great  charges  of  this  expedition,  was  com- , 
pelled  to  return  back  to  England.  But  to  expre& 
the  great  diflatisfadtion  he  entertained  of  this  enter- 
prize,  in  a  great  fury  he  plucked  out  the  eyes  of  the 
hoftages,  which  he  had  fome  time  afore  received  from 
the  Welch  -,  which  were  Rhys  and  Cadwalhon  the  fons 
of  Owen  Prince  of  North  Wales,  and  Cynric  arid 
Meredith  the  fons  of  Rhvs  of  South  Wales.  Some 
write,  that  in  aflailing  or  a  bridge,  the  king  was  in 
no  fmall  danger  of  his  life  •,  one  of  the  Welch  having 
aimed  dircdtly  at  him,  was  like  to  pierce  him  through 
the  body,  had  not  Hubert  de  Clare,  Conftable  of  Col- 
chefter,  who  perceived  the  arrow  a-coming  thruft 
himfelf  betwixt  the  king  and  it,  though  to  the  lofs  of 
his  own  life. 

But  though  King  Henry  was  fliamefuUy  forced  to 
return  to  England,  yet  he  did  not  give  over  the 
thoughts  of  fubduing  the  Welch ;  and  therefore  after 
a  long  confultation,  he  made  a  third  expedition  into 
Wales,  conveying  his  army  by  fea,  as  far  as  Chefter. 
There  he  ftaid  for  fome  time,  till  all  his  fleet,  as  well 
.  thofe  fhips  that  he  had  hired  out  of  Ireland,  as  hia 
own,  were  all  arrived.  But  when  they  were  all  come 
together,  and^got  fafely  to  Chefter,  his  mind  was  al- 
tered ;  and  inftead  of  a  defign  againft  Wales,  lie  un* 
expededly  difmifled  his  whole  army.  Prince  Rhys 
was  glad  of  this  opportunity,  and  therefore  withdraw- 
ing his  forces  from  the  confederate  army,  he  matched 
to  the  fiege  of  Aberteifi  caftle,  which  being  fiirren- 
dered  to  him,  he  rafcd  to  the  ground.  From  thence 
1  he 
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he  got  before  Cilgerran,  which  he  ufed  after  the  famcf 
manner,  and  therein  took  prifoncr  RcJbert  the  fon  of 
Stephen  his  coufingerman,  who  was  the  fon  of  Neft 
his  aunt,  who  after  the  death  of  Gerald,  had  nriarried 
Stephen  Conftable.  The  joy  of  thefe  happy  fuccefies 
•  on  the  part  of  the  Welch,  was  fomeWhat  clouded  by 
the  death  of  Lhewclyn,  fon  of  Owen  Prince  of  North 
Wales,  a  perfon  of  great  worth  and  exceedingly  well 
beloved  of  all  his  country. 
A*  D.I  165.  And  now  the  Welch  being  fomething  lecure  fibm 
any  invafion  from  the  Englifh ;  there  rofe  up  another 
enemy  to  create  them  difturbance ;  the  Flemings  and 
Normans  finding  the  Englifli  to  fail  in  their  attempt 
againft  the  Welch,  thought  they  might  with  better 
fuccefs  quell  and  fubdue  them.  And  therefore  they 
came  to  Weft  Wales  with  a  great  army,  and  laid  fiegc 
to  the  caftlc  of  Cilgerran,  which  Rhys  had  lately  for* 
tified ;  but  after  two  different  affaults,  they  were  man^ 
fully  beat  back,  and  forced  to  depart  home  again. 
But  what  the  Flemings  could  not  aflPeft  againft  the 
Welch  in  South  Wales,  the  Welch  eafily  brought 
about  againft  the  EngliQi  in  North  Wales  ;  for  Prince 
Owen  having  befieged  Bafingwerk  caftle,  then  in  the 
poflefTion  or  the  king  of  England,  without  much 
time  fpent,  made  himfelf  mafter  of  it.  But  it  was 
always  the  misfortune  of  the  Welch,  that  when  they 
found  themfelves  fecure  from  any  enemy  abroad,  they 
were  fure  to  quarrel  and  fall  out  at  home ;  though  in- 
deed it  could  not  be  well  otherwife  expected,  where 
fo  many  petty  ftates  endeavoured  ftill  to  furmount 
and  out-vie  one  another.  And  now  when  all  things 
went  very  fuccefsfully  of  their  fides^  in  oppofition  to 
the  Englifh ;  two  ambitious  perfons  began  to  kindle 
a  flame  in  their  own  bofoms  •,  Owen  Cyfeilioc  the  fon 
of  GrulSydh  ap  Meredith  Lord,  of  Powis,  and  Owen 
Fychan  fecond  fon  to  Madawc  ap  Meredith,  forcibly 
difpbflTefled  lorwerth  Goch  of  his  eftate  in  Powis, 
which  they  divided  betwixt  "tKcmftlves  ;  Mochnant 
uwch  Rayadr  to  Owen  Cyfeilioc,  and  Mochnant  is 
Rayadr  to  Owen  Fychan. 

But 
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But  the  reft  of  the  princes  of  Wales  could  notA.D.  ii6«» 
fcrook  this  injury  done  to  lorwerth  Goch  ;  and  there- 
fore Owen  Prihce  of  North  Wales,  with  his  brother 
Cadwalader,  and  Rhys  Prince  of  South  Wales,  went 
with  an   arnny  into  Powis  againft   Owen    Cyfeilioc, 
and  having  chafed  him  out  of  the  country^  they  be- 
llowed Cacreneon  upon  Owen  Fychan,  to  hold  it  of 
Prince  Owen ;  and  Khys  had  Walwern,  by  reafon  that 
it  lay  near  his  own  territories.     But  within  a  while  af- 
ter, Owen  Cyfeilioc  returned  with  a  numerous  band 
of  Normans  and  Englifh  along  with  him,  and  laid 
fiege  to  the  caftle  of  Caereneon^  which  he  burnt  to 
the  ground.     But  the  lofs  of  this  place  was  made  up 
by  the  taking  of  Ruth  Ian  caftle,  which  Owen,  Rhys, 
and  Cadwalader  jointly  befieged  •,  and  which  was  Co 
ftrongJy  fortiBed,  and  fo  manfully  defended,  that  it 
coft    them    three  months    before  they  could   make 
thcmfclvcs  mafters  of  the  place. .    Afterwards  they 
won  the  caftle  of  Preftatyn,  and  reduced  the  whole 
country   of  Tegengl,   fubjeft  to  Prince  Owen;  and 
then  returned    home  to   their  refpeftive  dominions.     ^ 
And  from  henceforward  nothing  of  moment  was  tranf-  "«7» 
afted,  during  the  remainder  of  Prince  Owen's  reign, 
only  his  fon  Conan  moft  unmercifully  flew  Urgency 
abbot  of   Lhwythlawr,    together    with    his    nephew 
Lhawthen.     But  a  little  after.  Prince  Rhys  of  South  "^fc 
Wales  rcleafed  out  of   prifon   his  nephew  Robert, 
fon  to  Stephen  Conftable,  whom  as  is  faid  before,  he 
had  taken  at  the  fiege  of  Cilgarran  caftle,  and  fcnt 
him  to  Ireland  to  tde  aid  of  Dermot  the  fon  of  Mur- 
chart  king  of  Linfter,  who  was  then  in  aftual  war 
with  the  king  of  Leimfter.     With  him  and  his  bro- 
ther Morris  Fitz-Gerald,  and  their  nephews  Robert 
Meyler  and  Raymond,    went  over  a  ftroi^  detach* 
ment  of  Welchmen,  under  the  command  ot  Richard 
Strongbow  Earl    of   Strigule,    who  were    the  chief 
motive  of  the  conqucft  of  Ireland,   when  it  was  firft 
brought  in  fobjeftion  to  the  crown  of  England. 

But  the  next  year,  Owen  Gwynedh  fon  of  Gruf-  "<9? 
fydh  ap  Conan   prince   of    North  Wales,   departed 
this  life  in  the  two  and  thirtieth  year  of  his  reign. 

O    •  He 
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^.D.I4^^He  ^as  e  wife  and  valourous  prince,  evef  fbrRl^ 
n«te  zbA  vi&oridus  in  all  his  undcrtdungs^  iafo^ 
much,  as  he  never  undercook  aajr  defign  b^  what 
he  acQomplilhed.  He  had  by  differe«  womieii  fe- 
vcral  ifiuts,;  who  got  themfelves  greater  eftoem  hy 
their  valour,  Chan  by  their  birth  and  parentage*  He 
had  by  Gwaldua  the  daughter  of  Lhyvarch  ap  Tra- 
haem  ap  C^adoc,  lorv^crth  Drwyndwn,  or  die 
Broken  Nofe,  Conao  Madgon,  ani  GwonUiian;  by 
Chriltian  the  dai^hter  of  Grono  ap  0\;^n  ap  £d^ 
wyn,  he  had  David,  Roderic,  Cad^xralhon  abbot  of 
Bardfey  and  AngHarad«  afterwards  married  to  Gru£- 
fydh  Mayior#  He  had  by  other  women  ieveral  other 
children,  as  Conan,  Lhewelyn^  Mecedidi,  Edwal, 
Rhun,  Howell  Cadetb,  Madawc,  Einecm^  Cynwric, 
Fhil^  and  Ryrid  Lord  of  Qochran  io  Ireland.  Of 
th^fe^  Kxuiy  Lhewelyn,  and  CymiiTic  died  before  their 
father ;  and  the  reft  will  be  memioned  in  tbm  Hxpxl 
of  this  hiftory. 


DAVID    AP   OWEN. 


JL  R I N  C  E  Oweit  Gwynedh  being  dead,  the  foc- 
ceflion  Was  of  right  to  defcend  to  his  ekkft  l^itimace 
Ion,  lorwerth  Drwyndwn^  otherwifc  called  Edward 
with  the  Broken  Nofc  ;  but  by  reafon  of  that  bie- 
mi(h  upon  his  face^  he  was  laid  aiide  as  unfit  to  take 
upon  hint  the  government  of  North  Wales,  There- 
fore his  younger  brothers  beaan  every  one  to  afpiie^ 
3x70  in  hopes  of  fucceeding  their  father  5  but  Howel,  who 
was  of  all  the  ekleft,  but  bafe  born,  begotten  of  an 
Irilh  woman,  finding  they  could  not  agree,  ftept  in 
hhnfctf  and  took  upon  him  the  government.  But 
David)  who  was  legitimately  born^  could  not  brook 
that  a  bailard  Ihould  afeend  his  father's  throne ;  and 
3  '  ihciefore 
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tficrefore  he  made  all  the  preparations  poffiWe  to  pull 
him  down.     Howel  on  the  other  hand  was  as  fefokite 
to  mamtain  \m  -ground,  and  was  not  willing  fo  quick-' 
ly  to  deliver  up,  what  he  had  not  very  long  got  pof-  . 
frlEon  df  ^  and  fo  both  brothers  meeting  togei?her  in 
the  fieM,  \wsre  rcffo'lved  to  try  their  title  by  me  point 
of  the  fword.     The  battle  had  not  lafted  long,  but 
Howel  was  flain^  and  then  David  was  unanim6ufly 
proclaimed  and  faji*red  Prince  of  North  Wales,  which 
principality  he  ettjoyed  without  any  moleftation,  tifl 
Lhewelyn,  Jorwerth  Drw5^wn*s  fon  came  of  age,  as 
wiH  hercaftei' appear.    But  Madawc,  another  ef  Owen 
Gwynedh's  fens,  finding  how  his  brothers  contended  'for 
the  principality,  and  that  his  native  country  was  lifce 
to  be  turmoikd  in  a  civil  war,  did  think  ic  his  fecttei: 
prudence  to  try  Ws  fortune  abroad  ;    and  therefore 
leaving  North  Wales  in  a  very  unfetded  conditioh, 
failed  with  a  fmall  fleet  of  feips  which  he  had  rigged 
^nd  manned  for  that  pin^fe,  BO  ifce  weftward  •,  and 
leavrAg  Ireland  on  the  north,  he  came  at  length  to  aft 
unknown  coontr)^  where  mcrfl  things  appeared  to  him 
new  and  uncuftomary,  and  the  manner  of  the  native^ 
far  different  from  what  he  had  fecn  Jn  Europe.     Thii 
country,  fays  the  learned  H.  Lhoyd,  muft  of  necef- 
lity -be  fomc  part  of  that  vaft  tradt  of  grotind,  ef  which 
the  Spaniards,  fincc  Hanno's  time,  boaft  themfclves  to 
be  the  firft  difcoverers ;  and  wWch  by  order  of  Cof- 
mography,  fecms  to  be  fome  part  of  Nova  Hifpania 
or  Florida  -,  whereby  it  is  manifcft,  that  this  country 
was  difcovered  by  the  Britains,  long  before  either  Co- 
lumbus  or  Americus  Vdputius  failed  thither.      But 
concerning  Madawc's  voyage  to   this  country,    and 
afterwards  his  return  from  thence ;  there  te  many  fii- 
bulous  ftories  and  idle  tales  invented  by  the  vulgar, 
who  are  fure  never  to  diminifh  frotri  what  they  hear, 
but  will  add  to  and  increafe  any  fable  as  for  as  their 
invention  will  prompt  them.     However  fays  the  fame 
author,  it  is  certain  that  Madawc  arrived  in  this  country, 
and  after  he  had  viewed  the  fertility  and  pleafantnefs  t5f 
it,  he  thought  it  expedient  to  invite  more  of  his  -ioun- 
trymen  out  of  Britain  >  and  therefore  leaving  moft  of 

O  2  thofc 
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thofc  he  had  brought  with  him  already  behind,  he  re- 
turned for  Wales.  Being  arrived  there,  he  began  to  ac- 
quaint his  friends  with  what  a  fair  and  extenfive  land  he 
had  met  with,  void  of  any  inhabitants,  whilft  they  em- 
ployed all  their  (kill  to  fupplant  one  another,  only  for 
a  ragged  portion  of  rocks  and  mountains  j  and  there- 
fore he  would  perfuade  them  to  change  their  prcfent 
(late  of  danger  and  continual  clafhings  for  a  more 
quiet  being  of  eafe  and  enjoyment.  And  fo  having 
got  a  confiderable  number  of  Welch  together,  he  bid 
his  final  adieu  to  his  native  country,  and  failed  with 
tea  (hips  back  to  them  he  had  left  behind.  It  is  there- 
fore to  be  fuppofed,  lays  our  author,  that  Madawc 
and  his  people  inhabited  part  of  that  country,  fince 
called  Florida,  by  rcafbri  that  it  appears  from  Francis 
Loves,  an  author  cf  no  fmall  reputation,  that  in  A- 
cufanus  and  other  places,  the  people  honoured  and 
worlhipped  the  crofs  ;  whence  it  may  be  naturally  con- 
cluded, that  chridians  had  been  there  before  the'  com- 
ing of  the  Spaniards  ;  and  who  thefe  chriftlans  might 
be,  unlefs  it  were  this  colony  of  Madawc's  cannot  be 
cafily  imagined.  But  by  reafon  that  the  Welch  who 
came  over,  were  not  many,  they  intermixt  in  a  few 
years  with  the  natives  of  the  country,  and  fo  following 
their  manners  and  ufing  their  language,  they  became 
at  length  undiftinguifhable  from  the  barbarians.  But 
the  country  which  Mladawc  landed  in,  is  by  the  learned 
Dr.  Powel  fuppofed  to  be  part  of  Mexico ;  for  which 
conjefture  he  lays  down  thefe  following  redbns  ;  firft, 
.as  it  is  recorded  in  the  Spanifh  chronicles  of  the  con- 
queft  of  the  Weft  Indies,  the  inhabitants  and  natives 
of  that  country  affirm  by  tradition,  that  their  rulers 
.defcended  from  a  ilrange  nation,  which  came  thither 
from  a  ftrange  country ;  as  it  was  confefled  by  King 
Montezuma,  in  a  fpeech  at  his  fubmiflion  to  the  king 
of  Caftile,  before  Hernando  Cortez  the  Spanifh  ge- 
neraL  And  then  the  Britifh  words  and  names  of 
places  ufed  in  that  country,  even  at  this  day  do  un- 
doubtedly argue  the  fame ;  as  when  they  fpeak  and 
confabulate    together,    they   ufc    this   Britifh    word 

Gwrando, 
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Gwrando,  which  fignifies  to  hearken  or  liften ;  and  a 
certain  bird  with  a  white  head,  they  call  Pcngwyn, 
vrhich  fignifies  the  fame  in  Welch,  But  for  a  more 
complete  confirmation  of  this,  the  ifland  of  Corrpcfo, 
the  cape  of  Bryton,  the  river  of  Gwyndor,  and  tha 
white  rock  of  Pengwyn,  which  are  all  Britifh  words 
do  manifeftly  fhew,  that  it  was  that  country  which 
Madawc  and  his  people  inhabited. 

As  foon  as  the  troubles  of  North  Wales  were  over,  a.  d.  my. 
and  Prince  David  fecurely  fettled- in  his  thVone,  the 
ftorm  fell  prefently  upon  Powis :  for  Owen  Cyfcilioc 
the  lord  of  the  country,  had  always,  as  much  as  in 
him  lay,  oppofcd  the  intpreft  and  advantage  of  Rhys 
PrincQjjjjf  South  Wales  ;  upon  which  account  Prince 
Rhys  TOttie  with  a  great   army  againfl:  Powis,    and  * 
having  fubdued  Owen  Cyfeilioc  his  enemy,  be  was 
for  all  that  fo  favourable  to  him,  that  upon  his  de- 
livering him  pledges  for  his  future  behaviour,    he 
prefently  departed  out  of  Powis,   and  returned  with 
much  honour  to  South  Wales.      And  now  all  the 
ftates  of  Britain  being  at  perfeft  reft  and  amity  with 
one  another,  the  whole  tide  and  fcene  of  aftion  re- 
turned .to  Ireland  j  for  Henry  king  of  England  hav- 
ing called  together  all  his  nobility,  began  to  confult 
about  the  Irifh  expedition,  which  had  already  been 
determined  to  be  taken  in  hand.     To  this  confulta- 
tlon  there  came  fome  meflfengers  from  Richard  Strong- 
bow  Earl  of  Strigule  Marlhal  of  England,  to  deliver 
up  to  the  king's  hands  the  city  of  Dublin,  the  town 
01  Waterford,  with  all  fuch  towns  and  caftles  as  he 
got  in  right  of  his  wife  j  whereupon  the  king  reftored 
to  him  all  his  lands  both  in  England  and  Normandy, 
and  created  him  Lord  Steward  of  Ireland.     For  this 
Earl  Strigule  had  lately,  without  the  king's  permiflion^ 
gone'  over  to  Ireland,  ahd  had  married  the  daughter 
of   Dcrmott  king  of  Dublin  ;    which  King  rfenry 
took  in   fuch  indignation,    that  he  prefently   feized 
upon  all  his  lands  in  England  and  Normandy.    There- 
fore the  king  having  now  fome  £9oting  in  Ireland, 
the  expedition  was  unanimoufly  concluded  upon  -,  and 

O3  fo 
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fo  the  king-fet  upon  his  journey,  and  coming  towards. 
Wales  was  received  by  Prince  Rkys,  whofe  fubnailfion 
the  king  likjed  fo  w^U^  that  he  presently  confirmed  ra 
him  all  his  laads  in  Sointh  Wales.  To  return  the 
king's  favour,  Rhys,  promifcd  to  his  Majefty  three 
hundred  horfes  and  fotir  thoufand  oxen  toward  the 
conqueft  of  Irelapd ;  foj;  the  fwre  payment  of  which 
^  he  delivered  fourteen  pledges.  Then  King  Henry 
marching  forward,  caofic  to  Caerlheon  upon  UOce^ 
ajnd  entering  the  town,  he  difpoflcffed  the  nght  owner 
lorwerth  ap  Owen  ap  Caradoc,  and  kept  it  for  his 
own  proper  ufe,  placing  a  garrilbn  of  his  own  mea 
therein. 

But  locwerth  was.  not  fo  eafy-mouthedv  as;||^be  fo 
unreafonably  curbed  by  the  king  v  and  thet^Ve  de- 
parting in  a  greajt  fwy  from  the  king's  prefence,  he 
called  to  him  his  two  foas  Owen  and  Howel,  whom 
he  had  by  Angharad  the  daughter  of  Uchtryd  bilhop 
of  Llandaf,  and  his  fiftcr*s  fon  Morgan  ap  Sitfyblt  ap 
Dyfnwal;  and  bringing  together  aH  the  forces  they 
W0re  abfe^  upon  the  king's  departuce  they  entered 
the  country,,  and  committing  all  the  wafte  and  de- 
flrudion  as  they  came  along^  they  at  laft  came  befiwe 
Caerlheon,  which  when  they  took,,  tlicy  lafcd  in  the 
like  manner,  fpoiling.  ana  dcftrc^ing  whatever  they 
could  meet  widi ;  fa  that  nothing  efcaped  their  fury> 
excepting  the  caflle,  which  they  poirld  not  wwr.  The. 
king  was  in  the  mean  time  upoo  his  journey  to  Pem- 
brock,  where  being  accompanied  by  Prince  Rhys,  he 
gave  him  a  grant  <rf  all  Cardigan,  YB:ratywy%  Aruftly^ 
and  Eluel ;  in  recompence  of  att  the  civilities  and 
honour  he  paid  him.  And  fo  Rhys  nrturned  to  Abcr- 
ceifi«  a  town  he  bad  lately  won.  froirk  the  Eax^  of  Glo- 
cefter,  and  there  having  prepared  his  prefcnt,  about 
the  beginning  of  OiSiobcr  he  returned  again  to  Petn- 
hrock,  having  ondcs'.ed  eigb^y.-Ibc  horles  to  follow  him  ^ 
which  being  prcfcnted.  to  tjw  kingv  he  accepflcd  oi" 
thirty.fix  of  the  dioiceft,  and  returned  the  reft  wth. 
great  thanks.^  Tte  fema  day  liing  Henry  wc»c  lo 
St.  David's,,  and.  affier  he  had.ofiortd/to  the  meijv>fy 
of  that  faint,  he  dine^  with  the  bifliop,  who  was  the 

'    '       '     *  fon 
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ioft  of  Gerald,  coufm-german  to  Rhysj  whithier  Ri- 
xrhard  Strongbow  Earl  of  StryguJe  Cjame  from  I^clan^ 
«o  confer  with  the  king.  Withia  a  larbile  afw»  King 
Henry  being  cntcrtaincS  by  Rhys  ac  the  Wkiw-Houfe, 
rcftored  to  him  his  fon  How^l,  who  hfld  \^n  for  g 
coniiderable  time  detained  as  a  p^dge,  j^  appointed 
him  a  certain  day  for  payment  of  his  tribute,  at  whic^ 
time,  all  the  reft  of  the  pledges  fljould  be  fi?t  at  li- 
berty. The  day  following,  being  the  next  after  the 
feaft  of  St,  Luke,  the  king  went  on  board,  and  the 
wind  blowing  very  favourably,  fet  I'ail  for  Ireland ; 
and  being  fafely  arrived  upon  thofe  cpafts,  he  landed 
at  Dublin ;  where  he  refted .  for  tha(  whole  wintei?, 
in  order  to  make  greater  preparations  againit  the  fol- 
lowing campaign. 

But.  the  change  of  the  air  and  climate  occasioned 
fuch  a  raging  diftemper  and  infection  among  the  fot- 
diers,  that  to  prevent  the  perilhingof  his  whole  afnmA.p.iiy«,i 
the  king  was  forced  to  return  with  what  ipecd  he  could 
back  for  England ;  and  To  having  fhipped  off  aU  his 
army  and  effefts,  he  loofed  anchor,  and  landed  it 
Wales  in  the  Paflion-wcek  next  ypar,  and  cotnwng  to 
Pcmbrock,  he  ftaid  there  on  Eafter-day,  and  then  pro^- 
cceded  upon  his  journey  towards  England.  Rhys 
hearing  of  the  king's  return,  was  very  officious  to  pay 
him  his  devotion,  and  would  gladly  feign  to  be  one  of 
the  flrft  who  ihould  welcome  him  over  j  atKl  fo  n^eet- 
ing  with  him  at  Talachan,  he  expreffed  all  the  cereiiw- 
pies  of  duty  and  alle^ance.  Then  the  king  pafied  oit^ 
and  as  he  came  from  Caerdyf  by  the  new  caftte  upon 
Uflc,  meaning  to  leave  Wales  in  a  peaceable  condicbn* 
he  fent  for  lorwerth  ap  Owen  ap  Caradoc^  who  was 
the  only  pcribi>  in  open,  enmity  againft  him,  and  that 
upon  very  juft  ground,  wiltinjg  him  w  come  and  treat 
about  a  peace,  ^nd  aflucing  hiofi  of  a  f»it  conduct  for 
himielf,  his  fons,  and  all  the  reS:  of  bis  afibciates. 
lorwerth  was  willing  to  accept  of  the  propofal,  and 
therecrpon  fet  forward  to  meet  the  king,  having  fent  ai^  .  , 
cxprcfs  to  his  fon  Owen,  ^  ralourou*  yowg  gentleman, 
to  meet  him  by  the  way,  Owsn,  according  to  his  fjt- 
th^r**  ord(?ps,  ictforw;mJ  OftJm  jpuriley^jKifih  a.fmall 

O  4  '    recinuc. 
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retinue,  without  any  thing  of  arms  or  weapons  of  wai^ 
as  thinking  it  folly  to  clog  himfclf  with  luch  nccdlcfe 
carriage,  when  the  king  had  promifed  a  fafe  condu£k« 
Bu^  he  did  not 'find  it  fo  fafe  -,  for  as  ha  pafied  the  new 
caftle  upon  Uflce,  the  Earl  of  BriftoFs  men,  who  were 
garrifoned  therein,  laid  in  wait  for  him  as  he  came 
along,  and  fetting  cowardly  upon  him,  flew  him,  with 
•  moft  of  his  company.  But  fome  few  efcapcd  to  ac- 
quaint his  fathei  lorwerth  of  fuch  a  treacherous  ac- 
tion ;  who  hearing  that  his  fon  was  fo  bafely  murdered, 
contrary  to  the  king's  abfolute  promife  of  a  fafe  paf- 
fage  I  without  any  farther  confukation  about  the  mat- 
ter, prefently  returned  home  with  Howel  his  fon,  and 
-all  his  friends,  and  would  no  longer  put  any  truft  or 
confidence  in  any  thing  that  the  king  of  England,  or 
any  of  his  fubjedts,  promifed  to  do.  But  on  the  other 
fide  to  aven^  the  death  of  his  fon,  who  was  fo 
cowardly  cut  ofFj  he  prefently  raifcd  all  the  forces 
that  himfelf  and  the  reft  of  his  friends  were  able  to 
do;  and  fo  entering  into^  England,  he  deftroyed  with 
fire  and  fword  all  the  country,  to  the  gates  of  Here- 
ford and  Glocefter.  But  the  king  was  fo  intent  upon 
^is  return,  that  he  fcemed  to  take  no  gre^t  notice  of 
what  lorwerth  was  doing;    and  therefore  having  by 

»  commiflion  conftituted  Lord  Rhys  Chief  Juftice  of  all 

South  Wales^  he  forthwith  took  his  journey  to  Nor- 
mandy.  About  this  time  died  Cadwalader  ap  Gruf- 
fydh,  the  fon  of  Grufiydh  ap  Conan,  fometime  Prince 
pf  North  Wales ;  who  by  his  wife,  Alice  the  daughter 
of  Richard  Clare  Earl  of  Gloceftcr,  had  iflue,  Cu- 
netha,  Radulph,  and  Richard ;  and  by  other  women, 
Cadfan,  Cadwalader,  Eineon,  Meredith  Goch^  and 
Cadwalhon.  Towards  the  end  of  this  year  Sitfylht  ap 
Pyfnwal,  and  lefan  ap  Sitfyhlt  ap  Riryd,  furprifed  the 
caftle  of  Abergavenny,  which  belonged  to  the  king  of 
England,  and  having  madctliemfdves  mafters  of  ir, 
they  took  the  wholp  gaitiibn.prifoners. 

A-3>.ii7^    But  thd  following  year,  there  happened  a  very  great 

difference,  and  ^  falling  out.  betwixt.  King  Henry  and 

his  fon  of  the  fame  ijame  -^  this  latter  being  up&oiden 

by  the  quecin  his  motheiirbis  brothers  ^cflfrey  and 

-;-  *-<  ,  Richard. 
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Ivi<>hard,  the  French  King,  the  Earl  of  Flanders,  to- 
gether with  the  Earl  of  Chefter,  William  Patrick,  with 
ieveral  other  valiaqt  knights  jimi :  gentlemen.    5ut  the 
old  King  having  a  l^out  and  faithful  army^  copiifling 
of  Almanes  and  Brabanters,  wa$  not  in  the  leaft  dif- 
mayed  pr  difcoyraged  at  fijch  4  feeming  ftqrm  •,  and 
which  made  him  more  bold  and  adventurous^  he  wa$ 
joined  by  a  ftrong  party  of  Welchmfen,  which  Lord 
jRhys  had  fent  him,  under  the  command  of  his  fon 
HoweL     King  Henry  overthrew  his  enemies  in  divers 
encounters,  and  having  either  killed  or  taken  prifoners 
moft  of  them  who  were  rqfe  up  againft  him,  he  eafily 
(diflipated  the  cloud  which  at  drit  feemed  fo  black  and 
threatening^    lorwprth  ap  Qwen  was  not  very  forry 
to  fee  the  EngUih  clafh,  and  fall  into  civil  difientions 
among  themfelves  *,  ^nd  thereforjc  taking  advantage  of 
fuch  a  feafonjible  opportunity,  he  drew  his  army  againft 
Caerlhcon,  which  ftood  out  very  ftiflly  againft  him.  But 
after  many  warm  difputes  of  both  fides,  lorwerth  at 
length  prevailed,  and  entering  the  town  by  force,  he 
took  nioft  of  the  Inhabitants  prifoners ;  and  then  lay- 
ing fiege  to  the  caftle,  it  was  furrendered  up  .in  ex-r 
fchange  for  the  prifoners  he  had  taken  in  the  town. 
Howd  his  fon  at  the  fame  time  was  bufy  in  Gwcnt  is 
Coed ;  and  having  redqced  all  that  country,  excepting 
the  caftle,  to  fubje6tion,  he  took  pledges  pf  the  inha- 
bitants, to  be  true  at)d  faithful  to  him,  and  to  withr 
draw  their  allegiance  fron)  the  Kjng  of  England.    At 
the  fame  time,  fptpething  of  aftion  pafled  in  North- 
Wales  j  for  David  ap  Owen  Gwynedh,  Prince  of  Norths 
Wales,  bringing  an  army  over  the  riyer  Menai  into 
Anglefey,  againft  his  brother  M^elgon  who  kept  that 
ifland  from  hini^  forced  hini  to  make  his  efcape  to 
Ireland;    in:  his  return  from  whence  the.  following 
year,  he  i^as  accidentally  difcoyered  and  feized  upon, 
and  thw  by  hi«  brother's  prder§  committed  to  clofc 
prifon.   Prince  David  having  brought  the  iQe  of  Ang. 
iefey  to  its  priftine  ftate  of  fubjedtion  to  him,  was  rcr 
.fplved  to  move  all  Hi^pner  pf  obftacles  which  might  at 
.any  time  for  the  future  endanger  its  falling  off  from     . 
Jiim>  ^nd  thefc^he  judged  to  be  his  own  nejct  relatiop^, 

mi 
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1X74'  and  tberefote  be  cxpdikd-  and  baniflied  all  hk  bm- 
threa  ai<d  eoufms  cut  of  his  urricories  of  North- 
Wales.  But  before  diis  feotence  was  put  in  exe- 
cution^ his  brother  Conan  died,  and  fo^  efcaped  the 
ignominy  of  being*  baniihed  his  native  country «  fer 
no  other  tcfScm  biie  the  jesdopfy  of  an  ambitious 
brother. 

About  the  fiime  time,  Howcl  die  fon  of  lorwerth 
3p  Owen  of  Caerlheon,  took  prifoner  bis  uncle  Owen 
Pencarn,  who  was  right  heir  of  Caeriheim  and  Gwentj 
iand  now  haring  him  ftcurcg  ai>d  to  prrvent  his  get- 
ting any  children  to  inherit  thofe  places  which  him.- 
iclf  was  next  heir  to,  he  firft  pulled  out  his  eves,  and 
then  very  inhumanly  cut  off  his  te^les^  But  ven- 
geance did  not -permit  fuch  a  bafe  a^Hon  to  go  un- 
puniOned ;  for  uppn  the  Saturdi^  following,  a  great 
army  of  Normans  and  Eaglifhmen  came  unexpeAedly 
before  the  town,  and  won  both  it  and  the  caftk,  noc*^ 
withfta]!iding  all  the  oppofition  which  Howel  and  his 
fother  lorwerth  made  5  though  this  laft- was  not  privy 
to  his  ibn"^  adion«  About  the  fame  time  King  Henry 
came  over  to  England,  a  little  after  whofe  arrival, 
William  king  of  Scots,  and  Roger  <Je  Moubray,  were 
taken  prilbners  at  Alnewike  by  the  Barons  of  the 
north,  as  they  came  todeftroy  the  northern  part  of  the 
country  in  the  quarrel  of  the  young  King.  But  old 
King  Henry  having  committed  them  no  die  fafe  cuf- 
tody  of  the  Earl  of  Lelcefter,  and  received  Hugh 
Bygod  Earl  of  Chefter  to  his  merpy,  fctomed  to  Nor- 
mandy with  a  very  confideraUe  army  of  Welchmen, 
which  David  prince  of  North-Wales  bad  font  him  •,  in 
return  of  which,  he  gave  him  his  fifter  Enfjme  in  mar- 
riage.  When  he  was  arrived  in  Normandy,  he  fent  4 
detachment  of  the  Welch  to*  cut  off  feme  provifions 
which  were  going  to  the  enemies  camp;  but  ia  the 
mean  time  the  French  King  came  to  a  treaty  of  peace, 
which  was  fhortly  afterwards  concluded  upon ;  fo  that 
all  the  brethren,  who  had  all  this  timq  maintained 
f«!Gh  an  unnatural  {^bellion  againfl:  the}r  fatb^,  were 
fiMtted  ^  beg  the  old  King's  forgiv^nefs  md  pardon 
for  all  their  former  mi&iehfieam)ur$i    P^ivid  Pnnce  c^ 
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^orth  Wales  began  to  grow  very  bold  anc^  afiucning,  by 
reaibn)  of  his  new  alliaace  with  the  KiBg  q£  England  i 
and  nothing  would  fi^vve  his  turn,  but  he.  {null  put  hj^ 
brother  Roderic  in  p^ifen^  and  (ecure  him  with  fetters, 
for  no  other  acpoun^  than  hecaufe  h^  den^nded  hisi 
Ihare  of  his  father's  lands.  It  was  the  cuftom  of  Wales^ 
as  is  faid  before,  to  make  an  equal  divifion  of  the  fa-^ 
thcr's  inheritance  between  all  the  children  i  and  there* 
tore  David  had  no  colour  of  reafon  or  pceteace  to  de4 
fo  fcverely  with  his  brother ;  unlels  it  were  to  verify 
that  proverb  i  A£gbl  ovircmes  rigbL     But  though 
JPrince  David  might  depend  much  upon  his  affinity 
with  the  King  of  England;  yet  Khys  Prince  of  South<^ 
Wales  g3iined  his  favour  and  countenance  the  inore,  by 
reafon  that  he  let  flip  no  opportunity  to  further  ihe 
King's  intcpeft  and  affairs  in  Waks»  and  by  that  means 
was  a.  very  neceffary  and  ufeful  inftruBocnt  to  keep 
under  the  Welch ;  and  to  promote  the  furer  fettlemenp 
of  the  J^ngHfh  in  the  cou^itry.    Not  that  he  bore  any 
love  or  aflfectioin  to  either  King  Henry  or  hi*  fubjeds  j 
but  becaufe  he  was  fufficiently  rewarded  for  former  fcrr 
yiccs,  and  was  ftill  in  expe^ation  of  receiving  more 
favours. at  this  King's  hands,  he  was  refolved  to  play 
the  politician  fofar,  as  to  have  regard  to  his  own  inr 
fereil,  mprc  than  th^gpod  of  his  native  country.     And 
what  did  ingratiate  him  to  King  Henry  moft  of  all,,  up- 
on the  feaft  of  St.  Jaunes  he  brpught  all  fuch  lords  of 
South- W^s  ^  were  ^t  enmity  with  the  King,  to  dq 
him  homage  at  Glocefterj  namely,  Cadwalhon  ap  Ma^ 
dawc  of  ]Vfclyenyih,  his  coufin-german;  Eiqeqn  Cijt  of 
EKiel,  and  Eineon  ap  JRhysof  Gwerthrynioa,  his  fons- 
inrlaw  5  Morgan  ap  Catadoc  ap  lefty  n  of  Glamorgao  \ 
Grulfydhap  Ifor  apMeiricpf  Seogennytn^  andSitfylht 
apDy&^iral  of  Highe?  Gwent>  all  three  his  brothers-inr 
law,  who  Ijad  married  his  fifters  %  togeithei  with  lorwerth, 
ap  Owen,  of  Csjerjheon^  King  W^nty  vm  fo  well  pleafed 
wilh  this  (tiatagttn  of  Rhys,  th^tnotwithftaeding  thefe 
pcrfoii&  had  been  ly^.  in^pilacablc  eijemips,  1;^  readily- 
granted  them  tJieir.papdflnj  a^dreceiv^tl^  tjofayour^, 
and  n^fteired  to  lorwevtb  aprOwen  the  tow#.and.ca(lL^ 
of  Cacrlfaw»,  .which  i^c  \m\  unjuftly  tafeen  frwi  hirn. . 

This 


^n 


204  Thi  history  or  WALES. 

• 

A.i>.fi75.    This  rconciliation  betwixt  King  Henry  and  thcfe 
Welch  lords,  fomc  of  the  Englifli  in  Wales  took  ad- 
vSintage  of,  and'  more  particularly  William  de  Bruce 
Lord  of  Brecnock,  who  having  for  a  long  time  a  great 
longing  to  Gwentlahd,  could  not  bring  about  his  de- 
fign,  by  reafon  that  Sitfylht  ap  Dyfnwal,  the  perfon  of 
greateft  fway  and  power  in  the  country,  was  an  in- 
veterate enemy  to  all  the  Englilh.     But  being  now  re- 
conciled  to  the  King,  William  de  Bruce,  under  pre- 
tence of  congratulating  this  new  peace  and  agreement 
between  the  Englifh  and  Welch,  invited  Sitfylht  and 
Geffrey  his  fon,  with  fcvcral  others  of  the  perfons  of 
chiefeft  note  in  Gwcntland,  to  a  fcaft  in  his  caftle  of 
Abergavenny,  which  by  compofition  he  had  lately  rc^ 
ceived  from  them.    Sitfylht,  with  the  reft,  came  ac- 
cording to  appointment,  and  wichout  the  leaA  fufpicion 
of  any  treafonable  defigns  *,  but  after  they  had  been 
civilly  entertained  for  fome  time,  William  Bruce,  to 
move  a  quarrel  againft  them,  began  at  laft  to  pro* 
pound  certain  articles  to  them,  to  be  by  them  kept 
and  performed  •,  and  among  other  unreafonable  con- 
ditions, they  were  to  fwear,  that  none  of  them  (hould 
at  any  time  carry  with  them  bow  or  fword.     The 
Welch  refiifing  to  confent  to  and  fign  fuch  improper 
articles  as  thefe;   William  Bruce  prefently  calls  out 
his  men,  who  were  ready  for  that  purpofe,  and  bid- 
ding them  fall  to  their  bufinefs,  they  moft  treacherouf* 
ly  fell  upon  and  flew  the  innocent  and  naked  Welch  ; 
and  as  if  it  did  not  fufficiently  exprefs  their  cruelty 
and  inhumanity,  they  immediately  went  to  Sitfylht's 
houfe,   which  ftood  not  far  from  Abergavenny,  and 
taking  hold  of  Gwladus  his  wife,  they  flew  her  fon 
Cadwalader  before  her  face,  and  then  fetting  fire  to  the 
houfe,  they  packed  her  away  to  the  caftle.     This  exe- 
crable murder  being  thus  moft  barbaroufly,  and  which 
was  worft  of  all,   under  pretence  of  friendfl^ip  and 
kindncfs,  committed;   William  Bruce,   to  cloak  his 
treafon  with  fome   reafonable  excufe,   and  to  make 
the  world  believe  it  was  w>t  for  any  private  intercft 
or  expefbation  he  had  done  fuch  an  a<5t,  as  he  knew 
would  be  by  all  men  abhorred  i  caulcd  it  to  be  re* 

ported 
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ported  abroad,  that  he  had  done  fach  a  thing  in  re^ 
venge  of  the  death  of  his  uncle  Henry  of  Hereford, 
whom  the  Welch  on  the  Eaftern-Even  before  had  (lain. 
But  whilft  thefe  things  paffed  in  South- Wales,  Rode- 
ric,  David  Prince  of  Ncw-tb-Walcs's  brother,  made 
his  efcape  by  fome  means  or  other  out  of  prifon,  and 
fleeing  to  Anglefey,  he  was  received  and  acknowledged 
by  all  the  country  on  the  other  fide  the  river  Conwey, 
for  their  Lord  and  Prince ;  which  they  were  the  more 
willing  to  do,  by  reafon  that  they  conceived  an  utter 
abhorrence  of  Prince  David,  who  contrary  to  all 
rules  of  equity,  and  alnioft  nature,  had  difinherited 
all  his  brethren  and  coufins ;  as  boldly  relying  upon  his 
affinity  and  relation  to  the  King  of  England.  But  Da- 
vid perceiving  the  ftorm  to  grow  very  violent,  and  that 
the  country  did  numerouOy  flock  and  adhere  to  his 
brother  Cadwaiader,  thought  it  his  belt  way  to  ftay  a 
while,  till  the  ftorm  was  abated ;  and  fo  retired  over 
the  river  Conwey.  Towards  the  end  of  this  year,  Ca- 
delh  the  fon  of  Gruffydh  ap  Rhys,  and  brother  to  Lord 
Rhys,  after  a  tedious  fit  of  ficknefs.  and  taken  upon 
him  the  Monkilh  order,  departed  this  life,  whofe  body 
was  very  honourably  interred  at  Scratflur. 

In  the  fpring  of  the  following  year,  died  alfo  David  "^^ 
Fitz-Gerald  Bilhop  of  Mencvia,  or  S,  Davids,  whofe 
fee  was  fupplied  by  one  Piers,  being  nominated  there- 
unto by  the  King  of  England.  But  what  happened 
moft  remarkable  this  year;  the  Lord  Rhys  Prince  <rf 
South- Wales  made  a  very  great  feaft  at  Chriftmas  in 
his  caftle  of  Aberteiti,  which  he  caufed  to  be  pro- 
claimed through  all  Britain;  Ireland,  and  the  iflands 
adjacent,  fome  confiderablc  time  before ;  and  accord- 
ing to  their  invitation,  many  hundreds  of  Englifli, 
Normans,  and  others  coming  to  Aberteifi,  were  very 
honourably. received,  and  courteoufly  entertained  by 
Prince  Rhys.  But  among  other  tokens  of  their  wel- 
come and  entertainment,  Rhys  caufed  all  the  bards  or 
poets  throughout  all  Wales  to  come  thither ;  and  for  a 
better  diverfion  to  the  company,  he  provided  chairs  to 
be  fet  in  the  hall,  in  which  the  bards  being  feated, 
they  were  to  anfwer  each  other  in  rhyme-,  and  thpfe 

that 
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tfatt  abqaitted'tlieftrfeives  mo(^  liandfemelf,  Mid4»vcr- 
camc  the  reft,  vnierc  promifed  great  rewards  and  rich 
pnefents,  *  In  chis  poetical  difccptationy    the  Norths 
W^des  bards  obcained  the  viAory,  with  the  applatife 
and  approbation  cf£  the  wlioie  company ;  and  arr '^ 
the  prc^fibrs-of  mufick,  between  vihom  there  wi. 
A-i>.ii77.Cmll  fttife,    Ffiiice  Rhys%  own  fervams  were 
counted  the  moft  c3CT)ert.    But  fer  all  this  civil 
obliging  treattnent  rtt  Prince  Rhys,  the  Normans  i 
the  maixUes  fetl  to  tlieir  ^ccilftonned  manner  of  : 
.cherous  winyJaying,  and  privately  aHVulting  the  h. 
lefs  and  undcGgning  Welch ;  and  therefore  tineon  * 
Rhys  bis*fon4n-laW)  andMot^n^pMeredrth,  fal 
into  die  n«c  >ivhich  the  Ndrmans  4tad  deceitfully 
for  them,  were  trcacheroufly  murdered.    There: 
to  keep  the  Normans  under  greaccr  fear  and  awe  For 
future,  Pninofe  Rhys  buih  a  caftle  at  Rhayadr  G 
being  a  place  where  the  river  Wye  falls  with  a  ^ 
great  noife  and  pnecipitation  down  a  great  rode. 
S17S.      this  caftle  was  «ke  to  ftand  hkn  in  a  doitble  ih 
for  k  was  not  long  after  he  had  perfcWy  finilhec 
that  the  ions  of  Gonan  ap  Owen  Gwynedh  made 
againft  him  \  but  finding  upon  trial  that  their  d<. 
againft  Rhys  was  hnprafticable,  they  thought  it  1: 
ad  vifeablc  to  retire  back  to  North- Wales. 
»i79-  The  next  ye^,  Cadwalhon,  brother  to  Owen  G 

nedb,  an  uncle  to  David  and  Rodcric,  who  for 
<jf  his  brother  hfld  fome  time  ago  fled  for  refag' 
«the  King  of  Bngknd ;  as  he  was  conveyed  home 
ibme  of  the  King's  fcrvants;  to  enjoy  his  patrimonial 
Eftate  in  Wales,  was  by  tfwfe  ^arbamiy  and  treache- 
rous villains  murdered  in  his  journey.  /This  year  tlie 
•  fepulchre  of  that  famous  tad  noble  Britilh  King  Ar- 
thur, with  his  wtfe  Gwenhofar  (by  the  means  of  fome 
Welch  baril,  whom  King  Henry  had  heard  at  Pern- 
brock  relate  m  a  fong  the  worthy  and  mighty  afts  of 
that  great  Prmce,  and  the  place  where  he  vr3Ls  buried) 
was  found  in  the  ifle  of  Afalon,  without  the  Abbey  of 
Glaftenbury ;  their  bodies  being  laid  in  a  hollow  el- 
der tree,  buried  fifteen  foot  in  the  earth.  The  bones 
of  King  ArdiUT  were  of  marvebus  and  almoft  incre- 
dible 
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^iblc  b%nef$>  having  ten  wound^in  the  flcull,  whereof 

^^cie  being  confiderably  larger  than  the  reft»  ieemed  co 

\e  his  death-blow  ^  and  the  Qaeqi's  hair  ieemcd  totlie 

fighc  to  be  fair  andycilow^  but.whCn  touched  crumbled 

•,*«r#c*nf  1 V  to  duft.    Over  the  bones  was  laid  a  ftqoe,  with 

1  the  l<^wer  Chit  oiy/kkk  ftooe  were 

dsc 
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J  famMsKifig  ARTHUR  in  tbt 


lOnipQC  b^d  puffed  in  Wales  this 

Welch  were  in .  perfed  amity  and 

King  of  E^gltod  \  but  ibme  un- 

U  ouc  at  laft  tp.  dififolve  this  happy 

nc.    One  Ranulph  de  Poer,  who  was  \\%u 

-rfhire^  or  rather  as  Giraldus  Cam«- 

f  I^refbrdihire»  being  a  cruel  and 

jflbr  of  the  Welch,  put  the  Lord  of 

ih  5  in  xt^f^v^  of  whom  a  certain 

hat  country,  fet  upon  Ranulph  with 

itlemen    his  companions,   and  flew 

King  Henry  was  implacably  enraged 

J  fo  cruelly  incenfcd,  that  he  pre- 

drew  i9gether  all  his  power,   and 

ler,  intending  to  march  forward  to 

TJVales,  aiiu  .    invade  the  enemies  country.    But  the 

\joxA  Rhys  ^  Grufiydh,  a  fubtile  and  a  politick  Prince, 

chiiiking  i|:  impeSble  to  withftand  the  Engliih  army, 

and  fearing  the  King's  puiflance,  which  he  perceived 

to  be  (b  implacably  bent  againft  the  Welch,  went  in 

j>erfon  to  Worcefter,  and  fwcaring  fealty  to  the  King, 

became  his  jperpetual  liege-nf>an  ;  and  for  the  due  obe 

Icrvance  of  this  contrad:,   he  promiied  to  fend  his 

4bns  and  nephews  for  pledges.    But  when  he  would 

have  perfuaded  them  to  anfwer  his  requeft,  the  young 

men  confidering  with  themfelves,  how  former  pledges 

had  not  been  very  genteely  treated  by  the  Englifli, 

rcfucd 
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refufed  to  go  -,  and  Co  the  whole  matter  rcfted  for  thaC- 
time.    W  hat  becanie  of  the  matter  afterwards  we  know 
not ;  but  probable  it  is,  that  King  Henry  returned 
to  Efigland  fatisficd  with  Rhys's  fubmiflion;  for  we 
hear  no  more  of  his  conrMng  to  Wales.     And  fo  the 
country  remained  quiet  and  undifturbed  fdra  long  time  j 
till  at  length  the  Welch  began  to  fall  to  tlieir  wonted 
method  of  killing  and  murdering^  one  another.     Cad- 
AJ0.1186.  walader  Prince  Rhys's  fon  was  privately  nriurdered'  in 
Weft-Wales,  andbu^'ied-in  the'Ty<>Wym'  And  the 
1187.      year  following,  Owen  Fychan  the  fon  of  MAdawc  ap 
Meredrtii,  was  flam  ,  by  night  in  the'  c^aftle  of  Car* 
rergova  near  Ofweftry,  by  Gwcnwynwyn  and  Cadwal- 
hon  the  fons  of  Owen  Cyfcilioc.  But  what  was  moft  un- 
natural of- all,  Lhewelybjwhofe  father  Cadwalhon  ap 
GrufFydh  ap  Conan  was  lately  murdered  by  the  £ngli(h« 
men,  was  taken  by  his  own  brothers,  who  very  barba- 
roufly  put  out  his  eyesl  -A^KJUt  th6  fime^titti^,  Baldwyn^ 
Archbifhopof  CariterbUi^,  being  attended  by  Giraldus 
Cambrenfis,  took  a  progtefs  into  Wales,  being  the  firft 
Archbilhop  of  Canterbury  that  vifited  that  country  5 
whofe  authority  the  clergy  of  Wales  in  vain  oppofed^ 
though  they  ftifly  alledged  the  liberties  and  priviledgcs 
of  their  metropolitan  church  of  S.  Davids.     In  this 
vifitation,  •  defcribed  by  Giraldus  in  his  Itinerarium 
Cambriae,  he  pcrfuaded  many  of  the  nobility  of  Wales 
to  go  to  the  Holy  Land  againft  thofc  prevailing  enemies 
of  chriftianicy,    the  Saracens;   to    whofe  prevailing 
greatnefs,  Jerufalem  itfelf  was  now  in  great  danger 
''^^"      to  become  fubjeft.     The  Archbifhop  having  left  the 
country*  Malegon  the  fon  of  Lord  Rhys  brought  all 
his  power  againft  Tenbigh,  and  having  by  force  made 
himfelf  mailer  of  it,  Imrnt  the  whole  town  to  the 
ground,  and  fo  carried  away  very  confiderable  fpoiL 
He  was  a  perfon  of  fuch  civil  behaviour  and  eafy  ac- 
cefs,  of  fo  comely  perfbnage,  and  honefty  in  all  his  ac- 
tions, that  he  attrafted  the  moft  eameft  love  and  affec- 
tion of  all  his  friicnds ;  by  which  means  he  became  very 
terrible  and  formidable  to  his  enemies,  efpecially  the 
Flemings,  of  whom  he  obtained  divers  victories  and 
conqucfts. 

The 
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The   next  year,    being  the  year  of  Chrift   11 89,  a.  0.1139. 
Henry  the  Second^  furnamed  Courtmantel,  king  of 
England  died^  and  was  buried  at  Fonteverard ;  after 
whom,  his.fon  Richard j  called  Curdelyon^  was  by  the 
unanimous  confent  of  all  the  peers  and  nobility  of 
England,  crowned  in  his  place.     Prince  Rhys  being 
thus,  deprived  of  his  greateft  friend,    thought  it  his 
wifeft  way  to  make  the  beft  provifion  he  could  for 
himfelf,  by  enlarging  his  dominions,   and  extending 
,  the  bounds  of   his  prefent  territories ;  and  therefore 
having  raifed  all  the  ftr^ngth  he  could,  he  won  the 
caftles  of  Seynclere,   Abercorran,  and  Lhanftephan  j 
and  having  taken  and  committed  to  prifon  Maelgwa 
his  fon,  who  was  the  greateft  thorn  in  his  fide,  as 
one  that  was  moft  paffionately  beloved  by  the  South 
Wales  men,  he  brought  the  whole  country  to  his  Aib- 
je£i:ion.    Then  he  built  the  caftle  of  Cydwely;  but  1190,' 
what  took  away  from  him  the  joy  of  all  this  good  for- 
tune,   he  loft  his  daughter  Gwenlhian,   a  woman  of 
fuch  incomparable  beauty,  and  exceeding  in  all  femi- 
nine qualifications,  that  Ihe  was  accounted  the  faireft 
and  beft  accomplilhed  lady  in  all  the  country^     And  1191 
not  long  after  her  died  GrufFydh  Maylor,  lord  of  Brom- 
field,   a  man  of  great  prudence  and  experience,  and 
one  that  excelled  all  the.  nobility  of  his  time  in  hof- 
pitality,  and  all  other  ad:s  of  generofity  and  libera- 
lity.    His  corps  was  carried  to  Myfod,  and  honour- 
ably interred  there,  being  attended  by  moft  of  the  per- 
fons  of  quality  throughout  the  whole  country.     He 
had  iflue  by  his  wife  Angharad  daughter  of  Owen 
Gwynedh  prince  of  North  Wales,  a  Ion  called  Ma- 
dawc,  who  fucceeded  his  father  in  that  part  of  Powys, 
called  from  him  Powys  Fadawc.     Rhys,  prince   of 
South  Wales,  was  growing  very  powerful,  and  had 
made  himfelf  mafter   of  the  greateft  part  of  South 
Wales,   only  with  fome  few  places  more,  Dynefawr 
held  out  ftill  -,  which  however,  upon  the  firft  affault 
he  made  againft  it,  was  delivered  up  to. him.    But  as 
he  increafed  in  the  number  of  towns  and  caftles,  he  had 
the  misfortune  tp  have  that  of  his  children  diminifhed ; 
for  his  daughter  Gwenlhian  was  lately  deceafed*,  and 
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.  .  now  he  had  no  fooner  got  Dynefawr  caftle  into  fiis 
poflfcflfion,  but  his  fon  OiUFen-died  at  Strata  Florida,  or 
Yftratflur.  King  Richard  was  gone  tothe  Holy  Land 
againft  the  Saracens  '^  but  on  his  return  to  Englaod,  he 
won  the  kingdom  of  Cyprus,  and  gave  it  to  Gwido 
king  of  Jerutalf  m,  upon  c<)ndition  he  would  refign  his 
former  titl&to  him  :  during  his  ftay  in  this  ifland,  he 
married  Benengaria  the  daughter  of  the  king  of  Navarre. 

A.  D.  119a.  Maelgon,  Priiace  Rhy's  fon  h^d  been  now  detained 
a  long  time  in  prifon.  where  his,  father  had  (hut  him 
up ;  but  being  at  lait  utterly  weary  of  fuch  a  clofe 
confinement,  he  found  fome  means  or  other  to  get 
out,  dhd  to  makjb  his  eicape.  His  father  Prince  Rhys 
was  not  fo  troubled  At  hh  bein^  broke  out^  aod  that 
he  had  got  his  liberty,  as  to  give  ove^  the  conqueft, 
which  all  this  while  he  had  gone  fo  fyrioufly  on  with ; 
but  layit^  fiegb  to  Lhanhayaden  caftle  he  took  it  with- 
out any  great  oppofition,  and  brought  all  the  country 
about  to  his  fubge£tion«  And  what  fa[vouttd  him 
more  ih  his  attempts  againft  the  £ng}i(h,Kin|  Richard 
having  moft  bravely  fignaliz^d  hiihfieif  againn  the  ia- 
'  fidek,  in  his  returh  home  through  Auftria,  was  taken 
prilbner  by  Duke  Leopold^  who  prefented  him  to  the 
Emperor  Hettry,  Who  demuided  loo^ooo  marks  for  his 
ranfom^  laying  to  his  charge,  that  he  had  fpoiled  and 
plundered  the  iflatid  of  Sicily  iQ^  hk  voyage,  to  the 
Holy  Land.  And  as  Rhys  took  the  advantage  c£ 
King  Richard's  abfence  to  fubjed  South  W^$ ;  fo 
Roderic  brother  to  David  Prince  of  North  W^es, 
made  ufe  of  Gothrike's  the  king  of  Man^s  help,  to 
^  the  principality  of  N<Mth  Wales  to  himfelf^  and 
ejefb  his  brother.  And  therefore  entering  into  i^gle* 
fey,  he  quickly  reduced  the  whole  iftand  to  his  fub- 
jeftion.  But  he  did  not  enjoy  it  long*,  for  before  the 
year  v(ras  over,  the  fons  of  his  brother  Conan  came  with 
an  army  againft  him,  and  forcing  him  together  with 
the  king  of  Man  to  fly  the  ifland,  they  took  prefent 
pofieffion.  of  it  themfelves.  And  while  theefe  things 
were  done  in  North  Wales,  Maelgon,  Prince  Rhys  of 
South  Wales  his  ion,  who  was  lately  eftaped  from  pn- 
ibn,  befieged  Yftratme>Tic  caftk,  »id  after  feme  final] 

oppo- 


X191. 


The   HlSTORlf^  0f  WAL«§.  ire 

oppofition  got  into  his  own  h^nds  upon  Chriftmas 
night;  which  encouraged  him  to  fanher  attempts^ 
And  at  the  fame  time,  bis  brother  Howd,  furnamed 
Says,  or  the  Englifliman,  by  rcafon  that  he  had  fcrved 
for  fomc  time  under  the  king  of  England,  another  fon 
of  Prince  Rhys,  got  by  furprifc  the  caftle  of  Gwys, 
and  having  fecurcd  Philip  de  Gwys  the  owner,  with  his 
wife  and  two  fons,  he  made  them  all  prifoners  of  wan 
Then  the  two  brothers  Howcl  and  Maelgon  joined  their 
forces;  but  fearing  that  they  had  more  caftles  than 
what  they  were  able  to  defend,  they  thought  it  conve- 
nient to  rafe  Lhanhayaden  caftle ;  which  the  Flemings 
having  notice  of,  they  gathered  all  their  power  toge- 
ther, and  coHTiing  to  Lhanhayaden  at  the  day  appointed^ 
they  unexpectedly  fet  upon  the  Welch,  and  flew  a  great 
number  of  them.  But  notwithftanding  this  fudden  and 
unhappy  accident,  they  thought  it  neccflary  to  dcftroy 
the  caftle ;  and  fo  coming  to  Lhanhayaden  the  fecond 
time,  they  rafcd  it  to  the  ground,  without  any  mole- 
ftation  from,  or  appearance  of  any  enemy  to  difturb 
them.  But  when  Anarawd,  another  fon  of  Prince 
Rhys,  few  how  profperoufly  his  brothers  fuccceded,  he 
thought  to  make  himfelf  as  rich  as  they,  and  by  a 
ihortcr  and  an  caficr  method;  and  therefore  having 
tinder  a  fmobth  pretence  of  fricndlhip  and  love  got  his 
brc«hers  Howel  and  Madawc  in  private,  being  moved 
with  ambition  and  covetoufnefs  to  enjoy  their  cftates, 
hefirft  made  them  prifoners,  and  then  very  unnaturally 
pulled  out  their  eyes.  But  Maelgon  efcaped  this  fhare^ 
and  hearing  what  a  foul  aftion  was  committed,  he  pro- 
mifcd  his  brother  Anarawd  the  caftle  of  Yftratmeyric, 
for  the  liberty  and  releafement  of  his  two  brothers, 
which  Anarawd  granted.  But  it  is  no  wonder  d>at.A.D.  1194. 
thofc  brothers  could  be  unnatural  and  cruel  to  one 
another,  who  could  join  and  agree  to  rebel  againft 
their  father ;  and  now  Prince  Rhys  having  rebuilt  the 
caftle  of  Rhayadr  Gwy^  was  laid  wait  for,  and  taken  pri- 
foner  by  his  own  fons,  who  were  afraid,  that  in  cafe 
their  father  had  them  once  in  his  power,  he  would 
fcvercly  revenge  their  cruel  and  unnatural  deeds.  Bur 
Howd  proved*  more  kind  and  duritul  than  the  rrft; 
p  X  who. 
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who»  though  blind,  found  a  wajr  to  let  his  father  ercapc> 
out  of  Maclgon's  prifon,  and  fo  Prince  Rhys  being  fct 
at  liberty;^  he  took  and  deftroyed  the  caftle  of  Dync- 
fowr,  which  belonged  to  his  fon  Maelgon.  But  tho* 
he  fucceedcd  in  this  attempt,  yet  he  loft  another  ca- 
ftle clfewhere ;  for  the  fons  of  Cadwalhon  ap  Madawc 
of  Mclyenydh  being  informed  that  Prince  Rhys  was 
detained  prifoner  by  his  fon  Maelgon,  they  belieged 
Rhayadr  Gwy  caftle,  which  being  furrendered  up  to 
them,  they  fortified  for  their  own  ufe.  ^ 

But  whilft  thefe  unhappy  differences,  and  unna- 
tural cla(hings  betwixt  Prince  Rhys  and  bis  fons, 
continue  and  rage  in  South  W^les,  a  new  revolution 
of  affairs  happened  in  North  Wales.  Prince  David 
had  now  enjoyed  the  fccptrc  of  North  Wales  for  above 
twenty-four  years  ;  and  one  would  think,  that  (b  long 
a  poffeflion  would  fecurc  him  in  his  throne,  that  it 
could  not  be  very  eafy  to  pull  him  down.  But  pof- 
feflion is  not  always  the  furcft  card,  which  proved  very 
true  in  Prince  David's  cafe  at  this  time ;  for  Lhcwclyn 
the  fon  of  lorwerth  Drwyndwn,  who  was  the  eldeft 
fon  of  Owen  Gwynedh  prince  of  North  Wales,  being 
now .  arrived  to  years  of  maturity,  and  having  fenfe 
enough  to  underftand  what  a  juft  title  and  claim  he 
had  to  the  principality  of  Norti  Wales,  of  which  hb 
uncle  David  had  fo  unjuftly  kept  him  out ;  he  thought 
it  high  time  to  endeavour  to  recover,  what  was  lawfully 
his  own,  which  however  he  was  well  perfuaded  lus 
uncle  David  would  never  eafily  part  with.  And  there- 
fore being  well  affured  that  the  juftnefs  of  his  title 
would  never  mount  him  up  to  the  throne,  without  he 
had  an  army  at  his  heels  to  help  him  on ;  he  called 
together  all  his  friends  and  relations  by  his  mother's 
fide,  who  w^  Mat-red  the  daughter  of  Madawc  ap 
Meredith. prince,  of  Powys,  and  having  drawn  to  his 
fide  his  coufins  the  fons  of  Conon  ap  Owen  Gwynedh, 
and  Rhodri  ap  Owen,  he  came  into  North  Wales, 
proclaiming  how .  againft  all  juftice  his  uncle  David 
Bad  .firft.difmhcriied-hia  father  lorwerth,.  and  then 
had  iept  Uie.'^Qvcrhmcot  from  Jilm  who  was  the  right 
heir.    Aridldioughhiis  father  lorwerth  .had  been  incao- 
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able  of  uking  upon  him  the  government  by  reafon  of 
fomc  infirmity ;  yet  there  was  no  reafon  that  his  fa- 
therms  wcaknefs  fliould  exclude  and  turn  him  out  -,  and 
therefore,  being  now  fenfible  of  what  he  was  not  cap- 
able to  underftand  in  his  youth,  he  laid  claim  to  the 
principality,  which  was  juftly  his  own.  But  there  was 
no  great  need  of  conjuring  to  underftand  his  claim, 
nor  of  much  rhetorick  to  perfuade  the  people  to  own 
him  for  their  prince  ;  whofe  affection  was  cooled,  and 
almdft  worn  off  from  David,  ever  fince  he  had  dealt 
fo  unnaturally  with  his  brothers,  whom  after  he  had 
deprived  of  their  eftates,  he  banifhed  out  of  the  coun- 
try. And  therefore  before  Lhewelyn  could  expert  to  . 
have  any  lure  footing,  the  whole  country  of  Nonh 
Wales  was  at  his  devotion,  excepting  only  three  ca^- 
ftles,  which  David  by  the  help  of  the  Englifh,  in 
whom,  by  reafon  of  his  affinity  with  the  late  King  Henry, 
he  depends  much  upon,  kept-  to  himfclf.  And  thus 
David  being  depriv^  of  almoft  all  that  he  formerly 
pofleiTed,  we  Ihall  reckon  Mm  no  more  among  the 
princes  of  North  Wales,  but  reftore  the  principality 
to  the  true  heir  Lhewelyn  ap  lorwcrth. 


LHEWELYN  ap  IORWERTH^ 

rHEWELYN  ap  lorwerth  the  fon  of  Owen 
Gwynedh,  having  thus  fuccefsfuUy  carried  on  his  juft 
claim  to  the  dominion  df  North  Wales,  and  being 
quietly  fettled  in  the  government  of  it,  Roger  Mor- 
timer marches  with  a  ftrong  body  to  Melyenith,  and 
built  the  caftle  of  Cymaron,  whereby  he  reduced 
that  countrv  to  his  fubjcftion,  and  forced  thence  the 
two  fons  of  Cadwalhon  ap  Madawc  that  were  gover- 
nors thereof  About  this  time  Rhys  and  Meredith, 
two  valiant,  but  undutiful  fons  of  Prince  Rhys, 
having  got  together  a  body  of  hot-headed,  daring 
foldiers,  came  before  Dynefawr,  and  took  the  caftle 
that  was  garrifoned  by  their  father's  men  :  hence  they 
proceeded  to  Cantre-Fychan,  where  the  country  civily 
P  3  received 
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received  them,  and  furrcndered  up  the  caftle  to  thcnu 
Ac  this  their  father  was  juftly  incenfed,  and  therefore 
to  put  a  ftop  to  their  farther  proceedings,  he  cndea^ 
voured  by  all  means  to  take  them,  which  not  long 
lifter  happened ;  for  their  adherents  no;v  began  to  be 
.touched  with  the  fenle  as  well  of  their  treafon  againft, 
as  of  their  allegiance  due  to  their  lawful  lord  Prince 
Rhys  5  and  thcrefpre  to  atone  for  their  paft  faults,  and 
to  procure  his  futute  favour,  they  betrayed  their  rebel- 
iious  lexers  to  their  offended  father,  who  immediately 
X:ommitted  them  to  fafe  cuftody. 

The  tofuing  year  Prince  Rhys  levks  ^  great  army, 
A.i>.xx96.whofe  6rft  attempt  was  upon  che  town  and  cafUe  of 
Cacnnadthyn,  both  which  he  took  ip  a  fliort  time 
and  deftroyed,  and  then  returned  ^yith  coxlliiderabie 
i>ooty.  Not,  long  after  he  led  the  faki  army  to  the 
marches,  and  inveited  the  caftle  of  Clun^  which  was 
not  fo  ejifily  taken  as  the  former  ^  for  this  coft  him  a 
long  fi'<$ge,  and  many  a  fierce  affauk  ^  and  therefore 
to  he  revenged  of  it,  wfien  he  topk  jt  he  laid  it  io 
aihesx  thence  he  proceeded  to  the  caftkof  Radnor, 
whicli  he  liHewife  won  j  but  imme!dUt^y^gf|er  it  coft 
him  a  bloody  batde ;  for  he  was  no  fooner  mafter  of 
the  caftle,  but  Roger  Mortimer  and  Hugh  de  Say 
came  with  a  numerous, and  well-difciplined  army,  con- 
ifiiling  of  Normans  and  Englifli,  to  the  relief  of  it. 
Whereupon  Prince  Rhys  thinking  it  not  his  beft  courie 
to  confine  his  men  witnin  the  walls,  led  them  up.  into 
a  champai^  ground  hard  by,  and  there,  like  a  valiant 
prince,  refolved  to  give  his  eriqmies  battle^  though  they 
had  nbuch  the  advantage  of  him  j  for  his  hicn  were 
neither  fo  well  armed,  nor  fo  much  accuftomed  to  bat- 
tle as  the  ptiiers  were  •,  however,  their  courage  made 
amends  for  their  arms  j  and  their  leader's  jprudencc 
and  condu^  fupplied  the  defefts  of  their  difc^jline ; 
for  they  chofe  rather  "tp  die  honourably  in  the  de- 
fence ot  their  country,  tTian  fliamcfully  to  furvive  the 
lofe  of  it :  an<f  therefore  they  attacked  their  enemies 
io  valiantly,  that  they  were  hot  long  able  to  with- 
ftand  their  force,  but  quitted  the  field  in  great  dif- 
prder,  leaving  a  great  number  of  their  men  behind 
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them  flain  upon  the  fpot ;  and  Prince  Rhys  purfued: 
tliem  fo  warmly,  that  they  were  glad  of  the  fheltcr  of 
the  night  to  .protcd  them  from  his  fury.     After  this       ' 
viftory,    he  bcfieged   the  caftle  of  Payne   in  Elfcl, 
which  he  eaiily  took,  and  kept  in  his  own  bands,  till 
William  de  Bruce,  the  owner  thereof,  came  to  him, 
and  humbly  defired  peace  of  him,  which  he  granted 
him,  and  withal  delivered  him  up  his  caftle  again. 
Not  long  after,  the  archbifly^  of  Canterbury  (whom 
King  Richard  had  fubftituted  his  lieutcnant.\in^Eng* 
land)  marches  wirii  a  powerful  army  towards  Wales, 
and  befiq^  the  cafUe  of  Gwenwynwyn,  at  the  pool ; 
but  the  garrifon  made  fuch  a  vigorous  defence,  that 
he  loft  a  great  many  of  his  men^  and  all  his^  accempts 
proved  inefEefiual ;  therefore  he  fent  for  fome  pioneens, 
"whom  he  ordered  to  undermine  the  walls ;  which  when 
t;he  bcfieged  underftood,  they  bethought  of  iecuring 
themfelves  on  the  moft  honourable  terms  they  could ; 
they  were  not  willing  to  put  themfelves  to  the  hazard 
of  a  battle^  fbrtbcir  enemies  were  thric^  their  num* 
ber ;  therefore  thery  pibpoied  to  furrender  up  the  ca- 
ftle, on  conditiDn  they  fhould  carry  off  all  their  ^ms 
along  with  them :  which  of&r  die  archbifliop  accqjted 
of,  and  fo  penniaed  the  garrifon  to  march  out  quiotly* 
Then  fortifying  the  caftle  for  the  Icing's  ufe,  and  put-^ 
ting  a  ftrong  garriion  in  it  for  its  defence,  he  returned 
again  to  Engbnd.    But  Gwenwynwyn  was  not  fo  will- 
ing to  part  from  his  caftle,  as  never  to  attempt  the 
recovery  of  it;    therefore  as  foon  as  he  underftood 
that  the  archbiftop  was  gone  back,   he  immediately 
befi^d  it,  and  ihortly  aiter  received  it  on  the  fame 
terms  that  his  men  had  delivered  it  up,   and  after- 
words kept  it  for  his  own  ufe. 

The  following  year  there  broke  out  a  terrible 
plague,  which  fpread  over  all  Britain  and  France,  and 
carried  oflf  a  great  number  of  the  nobility,  befides 
common  peopfe.  This  year  likewife  died  the  valiant 
Rh3's,  Prince  of  South  Wales ;  the  only  ftay  and  de- 
fence of  that  part  of  Wales ;  for  he  it  was  that  got 
them  their  liberty,  and  fccured  it  to  them.  He  often 
very  readily  cxpofed  his  own  life  for  the  flefence  of 
P  4  theirs 
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A.D.ii97.thcirs  and  their  country;  generally  he  got  the  better 
of  his  enemies,  and  at  laft  either  brought  them  entirely 
under  his  fubjefbion,  or  forced  them  to  quit  their  coun* 
try* '  'He  was  no  Icfs  illuftrious  for  his  virtuous  en- 
dowments, than  for  his  valour  and  extradtion  ;  fo  that 
it  was  with  good  reafon  that  the  Britiih  bards  and 
others  wrote,  fo  honouraUy  of  him,  and  fo  mighuly 
deplored  his  death. 

To  this  prince  were  born  .many  fons  and  daughters^ 
whereof  his  eldeft  fon  Gruffydh  fudceeded  him :  die 
Qthers  were  Cadwalhon,  Maelgon,  Meredith,  and  Rhys. 
Of  his  daughters,  one  called  Gwenlhian  was  married 
to  Ednyftd  Fychan,  -anccftor  to  Owen  Tudor  that 
married  ^  Katharine  queen^dowager  to  King  Henry  the 
Jl^ifth:  and  the  reft  wece  vcr>'  well  matched  with  fomc 
of  the  nobility  of  the  country.  Prince  Gruffydh  being 
ietded  in  the. government  of  his  country.,  did  not  long 
enjoy  it  peaceably ;  for  his  troublefome  brother.  MaeK 
gon  diought  it  now  a  fit  time  to  endeavour  the  reco*^ 
very  of  the  inheritance  his  father  had  deprived  turn  of. 
To  this  purpofe  he  makes  a  league; with  Gwenwyn- 
wyn,  the  fon  of  Owen  Cyfcilioc,  lord  of  Powys,  and 
by  then:  joint  intereft  got  together  a  confiderable  body, 
of  men,  wherewith  they  furprifed  Prince  Gruffydh  at 
Aberyftwyth,  whom,  after  they  had  (lain  a  great  many 
of  his  men,  they  took  prifoner.  Thus  Maelgon  cf- 
feftually.  accomplifhed  his  defign  in  the  recovery  of 
the  caftle,  and  the  whole  country,  of  Cardigan.  His 
unfortunate  brother  he  committed  .to  the  cuftody  of 
his  fpiteful  confederate  Gwenwynwyn,  who  immediate- 
ly out  of  malice  delivered  him  up  to  the  mercy  of  his 
inveterate. eqemics  tlie  Englifh.  After  this  Gwenwyn- 
wyn having  got  together  an  army  entered  Aruftly^  and 
brought  it  to  his  fubjeftion. 

'  David  ap  Owen,  whom  Pxince  Lhewelyn  h?d  for- 
ced to  quit  his  ufurpation  of  the  principality  of  Nonh 
Wales,  had  hitherto  lived  quietly  and  peaceably,  not 
fo  mbch  out  of  kindnels  to  his  nephew,  as  becaufe  he 
knew  not  how  to  rcdrefs  himfelf ;  but  now  having  got  a 
great  army  of  Engliflj  and  Welch,  he  ufed  his  utmoft 
efforts  to  recover  his  principality.    Whereupon  Prince 

Lhewelyn 
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Lhcwclyn  who  was  the  right  heSr,  and  in  pofiefiion 
of  it,  came  on  boldly  to  meet  him,  and  gave  him  bat- 
tle, wherein  he  IhamefuUy  routed  his  army,  and  took 
his  uncle  David  prifoner,  whom  he  delivered  into  fafc 
cuftody,  whereby  he  fccured  to  himfelf  and  his  coun- 
try peace  and  quietnefs.  Towards  the  clofc  of  this 
year  Owen  Cyfeilioc  lord  of  the  Higher  Powys  de- 
parted this  life,  and  left  his  eftate  to  Gwenwynwyn ' 
iiis  fon;  after  whom  that  part  of  Powys  was  called 
Powys- Wen wynwyn,  to  diftingnifti  it  from  the  other 
called  PowysJFadoc,  the,  inheritance  of  the  lords  of 
Bromfield.  Much  about  this  time  Tmhaei-nFychan, 
a  man  of  great  power  and  authority  in  the  county  of 
Brecknock,  was  fuddenly  feized  upon  as  he  w^  going 
to  Llancors  to  confer  about  fome  bufinefs  with  Wili 
liam  de  Bi'uce  lord  thereof,  and. by  an  order  of  the 
lords,  tied  to  an  horfe!s  tail  and  dragged  through  tht 
fireets  of  Brecknock  to  the  galbw's,  where  he  was  be^ 
headed,  and  his  body  hung^;up  by  the  feet  for  three 
days,f  Which  barbarity  infliflrai  on  him  for  no  known 
juft  caufe,  fo  frightened  his'brothei*s  wife  and  children, 
that  they  fled  their  c»umiy  for  fear  of  the  fame  uiage« 
The  year  following  Maelgon,  who  had  before  routed  a.  a  ufi. 
his  brother  Prince  Grufiydh's  army,  and  taken  him 
prifoner,  begins- now  to  enlarge  his  territories,  and 
takes  in  his  brother's  cafUes  of  Abcrteifi  and  Yftrat- 
mcyric,  Alfo  the  youngeft  fon  of  Princ6  Rhys  about 
this  time  recovered  the  caftlc  of  Dyncfowr  rrom  the 
Normans. 

.  The  fame fummer,  Gwcnwynwjn  took  up  a  refolu- 
tion  of  attenlpting  to  extend  Wales  to  its  antient  li- 
mits ;  and  for  this  purpofe  he  raifes  a  powerful  army, 
with  which  he  firft  dcfigns  to  be  avenged  of  William 
de  Bruce  for  the  inhuman  death  of  his  coufin  Trahaem 
Fychan,  and  therefore  he  befiegeth  his  caftlc  of  Payn 
in  Elfel,  where  he  makes  a  proteftation,  that  as  foon 
as  he  had  bken  it,  for  a  farther  fatisfaftion  to  his  re- 
venge, he  would  unmercifully  ravage  the  whole  coun- 
try as  far  as  Severn.  But  thefe  mighty  menaces  were 
ibon*  blown  over;    for  he  had  neither  battering  en- 

gines  nor  pioneers,  fo  th^t  he  was  forced  to  lay  before 

^  '  *         .....        ^    .  —  ^j^^ 
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the  caftle  for  three  weeks  withmrt  cffcfting  any  thing  5 
whereby  the,  murderers  had  time  enough  to  apply 
thenifelves  to  England  for  fuccours,  which  they  ob- 
tained.    For   upon  this  Geoffrey   Fitz-Peter,    Loiti 
Chief  Juflice  of  England  Icries  a  confiderablc  army, 
to  which  he  joins  all  the  Lords  Marchers, :  and  comes 
in  all  h^ftc  to  the  relief  of  the  place,  where  he  meets 
Gwenwynwyn;  with  whom  before  he  would,  hazard 
a  battle,  he  was  defirous  to  have  a  treaty  of  peace, 
to  which  Gwtfiwynwyn  and  his  adherents  would  m  no- 
wife  hearken  or  condefcend,  but  returned  in  anfwer, 
that  their  hufioeis  there  was  to  be  revenoedof  old  in- 
juries done  theo3.    Hereupon  the  En^ifh  lords  relbi- 
ved  to  enlarge  Prince  GruB^dhof  SouSi  Wales,  whom 
they  knew  to  be  an  inveterate  enemy  of  Gwenwynwyn, 
08  he  that  delivered  him  up  to  their  hands  ;  and  like- 
wife  to  be  a  ami  of  great  authority  in  hb  country^ 
therefore  they  rightly  concluded  he  m^t  be  more  kr^ 
viceable  to  them  when  at  liberty  than  under  confine- 
nicntt  wherein  they  were  not  idi&ppoimed ;  for  he  im- 
piediatcly  .got  together  a  ftrc^  body  of  his  country* 
men,  and  joining  with  the  Engliih  advtoced  towards 
the  caille,  wliere  they  furiouQy  attacked  Gwenwyn- 
wyn, who  made  no  left  vigorous  defence;  hereupon 
there  enfued  a  bloody  battle,  with  a  great  (laughter 
on  both  fides,  but  at  length  the  Englifh  got  the  vic- 
toryt  and  GSvenwynwyn  loft  a  great  number  of  com- 
mon foldiers  (if  we  believe  Matthew  Pans,  3700  men) 
befides  a  great  many  of  his  belt  commanders,  among 
whom  werr  An«rawd,  (on  of  Eineon,  Owen  ap  Cad- 
walhon,  Richand  ap  leifcyn,   and  Robert  ap  Howel. 
M^t^ith  ap  Conan  was  likewife  taken  prifoner,  with 
many  more.     After  this  the  Englifh  returned  home 
triumphantly,  and  requited  Prince  Grufiydh*s  fervicc 
with  a  perfect  liberty,   who  immediately,  partly  by 
his  own  force,  panly  by  the  affe^on  of  his  people, 
repoifefied  himfelf  of  aU  his  dominbns,  iave  the  ca- 
iltes  of  Aberteifi  and  Yftratnieyric,  which  his  ufurping 
brother 'Maelgon,  by  the  afliftance  of  Gwenwynwyn, 
had,   during  his  confinement .  by  the  Englifh,  taken 
.   from  him,  and  (till  unjuRly  detained.      Hereupon, 

fome 
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fomc  of  Prince  GruflTydK'jS . prime  nobility  and  clergy 
came  to  )iim,  and  ofiered  l)\m  %\i^\r  cudtwomsioi  re^ 
conciliog  him  to  his  brother^  4tnd  made  hiq)  To  ap- 

prehendve  of  his  juft  difpleafure  at  I^iniy  thai  he  (ook 

a  folemn  oa,th .  before  tbQfiP)i  that  m  c^e  his  brother 

would  give  him  hpftages  forthe  fectgrfty.of  his  owa 

perfon,  he  woiidd  deliver  him  up  his  caftie  of  Aber- 

teifi  by  a  day  appointed  •>  which  proposals  Prince  Gruf- 

fydh  accepted  of,  ai^d  aocor^ingly  fent  him  his  de*- 

miuids :  \mt  it  was  the  leaft  of  Maelgon's  intention  to 

make  good  his  jpart,  or  eUe  he  was  very  imrenftanc  ia 

]hts  refolution ;  for  he  had  no  iboner  receivjed  the  ho- 

Aages^  but  inftead  of  dcj^yj&rigg^  t^  die  caftie,. he  for*- 

riiSrs  it^  and  puts  in.  a.ganiftm  for  his  own ufei,  and 

commits  the  hclUg^s  tothe  cufiody  of  Gwenwynwyiv 

Prince  Gmffydh's  mortal  enemy  i  bat  not  long  after, 

their  itii^ocency  procured  thenxjan  opfv^tumtytof  an 

elcape.  ...:    -J  .;•:•::':    :^   .      .    .     .    .    .^   . 

in  th^  year,  i  ^999  Maelgon  ftiH  pur/ujung  hisr  hatred  a.  d.  1x99. 
p£  his  brother  Pri^iqe  .'Gr i$ydh«  'gets  an  army,^  where- 
with he  ^€^ge|h  his  otlik  v£  Dynerth^  which  he  was 
Rafter  of  i]»  a  Ihort  tiii)e«  and  then  ]yat  all  fhe^gy^- 
rifon  to  the  fWqfd     Biit'^^ovC  th^.^^nae  time  Prince 
^ruffydk  in  lieu  of  this^  won  ^  oailleof  Cilgerraa, 
and  ftrongly  fortified  it.   ^This  yeBrfRichard  the  Firft 
of  England^  as  he  was  befn^ing  the  caJUe  of  jChalof^ 
m  France^  was  ihot  from  ^  ,waUs  with  an  arrow, 
whereof  he  not  Jong  after  4led,  and  left  his  kingdom 
to  his  brotlier  John,  yfho  thereupon  was  with  great  fxh' 
iemnity  crowned  at  Weftmipfter.     But  he  could  not 
expeft  to  enjoy  this  kingdom  peaceablv  5  for  his  el- 
der brother  Geoffrey  Plantagenet  had  left  a  fan  behind 
him  named  Arthur,  whofe  nght  to  the  crown  of  Eng- 
land was  by  lineal  dcfcent ;  which  now  therefore  he 
juftly  lays  claim  to,  and  by  the  affiftance  6f  King  Phi- 
lip of  France  (who  efpoufed  His  quarr?!)  endeavours 
to  recover.     But  before  Prince  Arthur  had  made  fuf- 
ficient  preparations  to  carry  on  his  dcfign,  he  was  un- 
cxpcdcdly  fet  upon  by  his  uncle,  his   army  routed, 
|ie  himfelf  taken  prifoner,   and  committed   to 
'  fafe 
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&fe  cuftody ;  not  long  after  which,  he  died,  and  (b 
fCii^  Jthn  was  rid  of  his  0DmpetitK>r. 

A.  D.  1200.  '^^  following  year  Graflfjrdh  ap  Conan  ap  Owen 
Gwynedh  died,  and  was  buried  in  a  monk^s  cawl  in 
the  abbey  of^  Cdnway,  which  way  of  burying  was  very 
much  praftifed  (efpecially  by  the  better  fort)  in  thofe 
days;  for  the  momcs  and  friars  had  dckided  the  peo^ 
pie  into  a  ftrong  conceit  of  thcf  merits  c£  it,  and 
had  firmly  perfuaded  them  it  was  highly  conducive 
to  their  future  happineis  to  be  thus  interred^  But 
this  fuperftition,  together  with  the  propagators  of  it; 
they  had  lately  received  from  England:  for. the  firft 
abb^  ot  monastery  we  read  of  in  Wales,  fincc  the 
deftraAion  of  that  famous^  hoiife  df  Bangor,  which 
favoured  of  Romilh  dregs,  was  the  Ty-Gwyn  builjt 
in  the  yasr  1 146,  after  ii^ch-  they  mightily  increaftd 
and  (bread  over  all  the  country;  and  .now  the  foun- 
tsun  head  began  to  be  corrupted  ;   for  the  clergy 

-^  tnainunned  a  do6trine  which  their  ahceftbrs  abhor- 

red, as  may  eafily  be  gathered  from  the  writings  of 
that  worthy  divine  Ambrofius  Telefinus,  ^o  flourish- 
dfl  in  the  year  54c^  when  the  tfhriftian  faith  (whidi 
we  fuppofe  to  be  delivered  at  the  ifle  of  A^on  by 
Jofeph  of  Arimathea}  flowed  in  this  land  in  a  pure 
and  uncorrupted  ftream,  before  it  was  infedfced  and 
polluted  by  that  proud  and  blood-thirfty  monk  Au- 
guftine.  I  fay,  he  then  wrote  and  left  behind  him 
as  his  own  opinion^  and  At  opinion  qf  thofe  days» 
thefe  following  verfes  ? 

Gwae'r  offeiriad  byd 
Nys  angrcifltia  gwyd 
Ac  ny  plu-egetha : 
Gwae  ny  cheidw  ei  gail 
Ac  ef  yn  figjul 
Ac  nys  areilia; 
Gwae  ni  cheidw  ei  dhefaid 
Rhae  bleidhie  Rhufeni^d 
A'i  flfon  gnwppa. 

i.  e.    Woe  be  to  the  biihop  who  does  not  rebuke 
vice,  and  give  good  example }  and  who  does  not 

preachr 
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preach.    Woe  be  to  him,  if  he  does  not  keep  well* 
his  fold  :  and  he  a  (hepherd.     And  does  not  keep 
together  and  guard  his  Iheep  from  popifh  wolves, 
.with  his  paftoral  ftaffl 

From  wh^Ace  it  is  apparent,  that  the  Chureh  of 
Home  was  then  corrupt,  and  that  the  Britifh  churches 
perfevered  in  the  primitive  and  truly  apoftolical 
profeffion  of  chriftianity,  as  it  was  at  firft  planted 
in  the  illand;.and  that  no  Roman  innovations  had 
crept  in  among  them,  which  afterwards  mightily  in- 
creafed,  when  they  were  once  introduced  by  Augu* 
ftine  the  monk. 

This  year  likewife  we  find  the  fpiteful  and  turbu- 
lent Maelgon,  choofing  rather  to  perfift  ftill  in  his 
rebellion,  than  to  return  to.  his  allegiance^  and  to  pre- 
fer a  fmall  lucre  to  the  love  and  fafety  of  his  cotin- 
try.  jpor  now  finding  that  the  caftle  of  Aberteifi  was 
not  tenable  by  his  own  power  and  force,  yet  rather 
than  deliver  it  up  to  his  brother  Prince  Grufiydh,  and 
thereby  procure  his  favour,  he  chofe  to  fell  it  to  his 
bitter  enemie$  the  Englifli,  for  an  inconfid^rable  fum 
of  money,  whereby  he  opened  them  a  free  pafTage  into 
all  Wales ;  this'  being  reckoned  one  of  its  chief  de- 
fences and  bulwarks.  About  this  time  Madawc  fon 
of  Gruffydh  Maylor  lord  of  Bromfield  built  the  ab- 
bey of  Lanegweft,  commonly  known  by  the  Englifli 
by  the  name  of  Vale  Crucii. 

In  the  year  1201,  the  valiant  Lhewelyn  ap  lor- a.  a  j^^^.^ 
werth,  prince  of  North  Wales  baniihed  out  of  his 
territories  his  coufin  Meredith  the  fon  of  Conan  ap 
Owen  Gwyncdh,  whom  he  fufpefted  of  treaibnable 
praAices,  and  therefore  confifcated  his  lands  which 
were  the  Cantref  of  Lhyn  and  •  Efyony th.  Much 
about  the  fame  time  Meredith  the  fon  of  Prince 
Rhys  was  flain  at  Carnwilhion  by  treafon,  where- 
upon his  elder  brother  Gruffydh  poflefled  himielf 
of  his  caftle  in  Lhanymdhyfri  and  all  his  lands. 
This  Gruffydh  was  a  valiant  and  difcrcet  prince, 
and  one /that  was  like  to  bring  all  South  Wales 

to 
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to  goort  order  and  obe<!ieiK£4  6»  ia  jsdl  things  he 
trod  in  hts  fatber^s  ft^psy  dnd;  made  ic  his  bodnefs  ta 
iUcceed  him^i^  trell  in.  his  valour  an(l  viituoas  en* 
dowments,  as  in  his  government.     Bat  tiie  yaH  hope» 

A. D.Paoi. conceived  of  him  foon  proved  abortive;  for  in  the 
ciifuingyear,  cA  St.  JatfM'^s  flfiy,  h6  died,  to  the  great 
grief  4nd  ^Ik^s  of  ki&  oouMry,  aod  ftiopcif  after  was 
binned  41  Yftnatflur  with  g»st  pom{^  and  (btemnity^ 
He  left  be^nd  t^  (oi  a  (ugc^Wx  a  &ii  called  Rh}'s^ 
Tvhich  Maud  the  daughter  of  William  die  Stoice  had 
bore  hiBfu  Tke  folio#iiig.  ytar  fome.  of  the  Welch 
nobility  (nafcbed  vvitk  ati  ariAjr  towards  the  caftk  of 
Gwerthrynion,  which  belonged  to  Roger:  Mortimer, 
and  after  a  Ihort  fitge^  <bey  took  it  <m'd  levelled  it 
with  the  grdwnd. 

This  year  tJicwelyii  ap Jkuwertli  collu^  to.mind  his 
eftate  and  title,  and  hoi^  ^^  the  Wekh  prince^  were 
•bfiged  both  by  the  4a!«^s  <of  Roiferic  the  Greac,  and 
thofe  of  Howel  Dha  to  acknowledge  the  king  or  prince 
of  North  Wafl66  ifor  ifaeir  ibverc^n  k^d,  and  to  do 
homage  to  him  tot  their  dominiona:  yec.  notwith- 
ftanding  ^»c  they  kn«w  this  to  be  their  duty,  and 
that  they  fcftwrfy  hdd  muhiy jperfom^d  its  yet  be- 
cwfe  <Df  late  spears  his  predooelbrs,  had  negled:ed  to 
can  them  to  <heir  doty^  they  now  foegM  to  imagine 
themfdves  tempted  worn  it^  and  Jbme  thought  tii^- 
felves  aecoufftable  to  no  foperior  prince ;  ochcrs  de- 
nied fubjeftion  to  Prince  i-hewelyn,  and  hcJld   their 

..  •  '  domirtfenS  of  the  king  of  Engird*  To  pot  a  Hop 
therefore  to  the  ferthci-  growth  of  this-  concenbpt,  and 
to  afl^  his  ovm  Hght,  JPrince  iLheweiyn  fummons 
all  the  Welch  lords^  who  fer  the  «noft  part  appeared 
and  (wore  allegiance  to  him.  Biat  Gwenwynwyn  lord 
of  Powys,  neither  came  to  this  meeting,'  nor  wouM 
cwn  the  prince's  Supremacy -,  which  ftul[:ttx)rnefe  and 
dtfobcdionce  the  prinfee  acqiKtimed  his  lords  with, 
whereupon  -they' delivered  ^licir^jjmii**),  that' it  was 
but  reafonaWe,,  that  Gweftwynwyn  (houIA  be  conv 
pdled  to  his  duty,  or  ^fe  forfeit  his  eftate :  Ais  all 
the  lords  eonfenwi  to,  but  Elis  ap  Madawc,  who  m& 
)iQ  intimate  friend  of  Gwenwyrtwyn,  and  therefore 
4  would 
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vrould  not  confent  to  the  ena^ng  any  thing  that 
might  be  prejudicial  to  fains,  bat  brake  oflf  from  the 
meeting  much  diiTatisfied  with  their  proceedings^ 
Notwithftanding  which^  Prince  Lhewelj^jp^  purfuant 
to  the  advice  of  the  reft  of  .his  lords,  raofes  an  army^ 
and  marches  towards  Powys ;  but  before .  he  made 
any  ufe  of  it,  he  was  by  the  mediation  of  fome  learned 
and  able  men  reconciled  to  Gwenwynwyn,  and  1i> 
Gwenwynwyn  became  .his  dutiful  fubje&;  which  he 
confirmed  both  by  oath  and  writing :  and  mdesd  it 
was  not  without  good  reafon,  that  Prince  Lhewelya 
ufed  all  the  caution  imaginable  to  bind  this  man  ;  for 
he  had  fworn  allegiance  before  to  the  kix^  of  Eng* 
land.  Lhewelyn  having  thus  fubjedked  Gwenwynwyn, 
he  thought  it  now  convenient  vo  (hew  likewife  fome 
marks  of  his  refentments  againft  his  adherent  £lis 
ap  Madawc,  and  therefore  he  ftript  him  of  all  his 
lands;  whereupon  Elis  fled  the  country,  but  Hot  long 
after,  yielding  himfelf  to  the  prince's  mercy,  he  re- 
ceived of  higi  the  caftle  of  Crogen,  and  Xeven  town*- 
ihips  befides.  And  now  having  mentioned  Crogen,  ic 
wiu  not  be  improper  to  ftep  a  little  out  of  the  way, 
and  here  take  notice  of  the  reafon  why  the  Englilh 
formerly,  when  they  had  a  mind  to  reproach  the 
Welch,  calied  them  Crogens.  The  firft  occafion  of 
it  was  this.  King  Henry  the  Second  in  his  expedition 
againft  the  Welch  to  the  mountains  of  Berwin,  lay  a 
while  at  Ofweftre,  during  which  time  he  detached  a 
number  of  his,  men  to  try  the  pafiages  into  Wales,  who 
as  they  would  have  pafled  Offa's  ditch  at  the  caftle  of 
Crogen,  at  which  place  there  was  a  narrow  way  through 
the  fame  ditch,  which  appears  now  very  deep  through 
all  that  country,  and  bears  its  old  name;  thcfe  men,  I 
fay,  as  they  would  have  pafled  this  flreight,  wexc  met 
by  a  party  of  Welch,  and  a  great  many  of  them  flain 
and  buried  in  that  ditch,  as  appears  by  their  graves 
there  to  be  feen  ;  and  the  name  of  the  ftrdght  imports 
as  much,  being  called  in  Welch  jSdwfr  bidiaw.  The 
Englilh  therefore  bearmg  in  mind  this  flau^ter, 
whenever  they  got  any  of  thedydch  'vato  theh-  clutches, 
upbraided  them  with  the  name  of  Crogen,  intimating 
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thereby  that  they  fhould  cxped  no  more  favour  or 
mercy  at  their,  hands,  than  they  Ihewed  them  in  tbe 
(kirniifli.     But  this  word,  which  at  firft  was  rather  a 
badge  of  reputation  than  difgrace  to  the  Welch«  came 
afterwards  to  be  ufed  in  a  bad  ienfe,  and  only  then 
applied   when   they  defigned   to  reproach  and  abuie 
*  them.     But  to  return  to  Prince  Lhewelyn,  whom  wc 
find  returnbg  home  after  he  had  fuccefsfuUy  afierted 
his  fovercignty  over  all  Wales,  and  fet  all  things  in 
good  order :  And  by  the  way  he  fortifies  the  caitle  of 
Bala  in  Penlhyn.    About  this  time  Rhys  the  fon  of 
Gruffydh  ap  Rhys  the  right  prince  of  South* Wales 
took  the  caftle  of  Lhanymdhyfry  upon  Michaelmas^ 
day.    This  year  Lhewelyn  Prince  of  Wales  took  to 
wife  Joan  the  daugh«rr  of  king  John,  which  Agatha 
daughter  of  Robert  i^errers  Earl  of  Derby  bore  him, 
with  whom  he  gave  the  Prince  for  a  dowry  the  lord- 
Ihip  of  Elfmerc  in  the  marches  of  Wales. 
A.i>.iio3.     Prince  Rhys  whom  we  mentioned  the  year  before 
to  have  taken  the  caftle  of  Lhanymdhyfri,  wins  like- 
wife  the  caftle  of  Llangadoc,   and  puts  a  garrifon 
therein;  but. he  enjoyed  neither  of  them  long;  for 
fhortly  after,    his  uncle  Maelson,    with    his    friend 
Gwenwynwyn,  levied  a  powerful  army,  and  with  it 
'befieged  and  took  the  caftle  of  Lhanymdhyfri  ;  thence 
they  removed  to  Llangadoc,  and  wan  the  caftle  like- 
wife,  upon  this  condition,  that  the  garrifon  be  per- 
mitted to  march  out  quietly.     When  they  had  uken 
thefe  two  caftles,  they  went  to  Dinerth,  where  Mael- 
gon  finiflied  the  caftle  he  had  formerly  begun  there. 
This  year  likcwife  Prince  Lhewelyn  fcD  at  liberty  his 
uncle  David  ap  Owen  Gwynedh,  who  made  but  a 
forry  return  to  his  kindnefs;   for  inftcad  of  living 
peaceably  at  home,  and  enjoying  that  liberty  that  was 
granted  him,  he  flees  to  England,  and  there  gets  an 
army,    wherewith  he  attempts  to  reftore  himfelf  .to 
bis  antient  eftate  of  North- Wales ;  but  he  mified  his 
mark  I  for  his  prudent. nephew  immediately  met  him 
.on  his  march,  and  gave  him  a  fhameful  overthrow, 
wherewith  David  wsu  io  mightily  difheartened,  that 
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he  prefently  returned  for  England,  and  (hortly  after 
died  for  meer  forrow.  The  next  year  Howel,  a  blindA.D.i204, 
fon  of  Prince  Rhys  was  flain  at  Catnaes  by  his  bro- 
ther Maclgon's  .men,  and  buried  juft  by  his  brother 
Gruffydh  at  Yftratflur.  But  notwithftanding  that, 
Maelgon  in  thofe  days  ufurpecl  all  the  rule  and  go- 
vernment of  South  Wales ;  yet  his  brother  GrufFydh's 
Tons,  Rhys  and  his  brethren,  won  from  him  the  chief 
defence  of  all  that  country,  to  wit,  the  caftlcs  of 
Dyncfowr  and  Lhanymdhyfri.  About  this  time  Wil- 
liam Marihal  Earl  of  Pembrock,  befieged  the  cattle 
Jof  Cilgerran,  and  took  it ;  and  not  long  after,  Mael-  '^^'^ 
gon  hired  an  Irifhman  to  kill  Gadifor  ap  Griflfri ;  after 
which  horrid  fa6):,  Maelgon  fetzed  upon  his  four  fons, 
and  put  them  to  death  j  thefe  were  forward  promifing 
young  gentlemen,  and  defcendcd  from  a  noble  ftock  ; 
for  their  mother  Sufanna  was  a  daughter  of  the  faid 
Howcl  ap  Rhys,  by  a  daughter  of  Madawc  ap  Mcre-^ 
dith  Prince  of  Powis.  In  the  year  1206,  Maelgon  i^oSj^ 
built  a  caftle  at  Abereneon.  At  which  time  there 
was  fuch  abundance  of  fifli  fecn  at  Abcryftwyth,  that 
the  like  number  was  never  known  to  have  come  there 
in  the  memory  of  man  before. 

This  3'ear  the  king  of  England  baniflied  the  realm  1207; 
William  de  Bruce  and  his  wife,  on  the  account  of  a 
grudge  that  he  bore  his  fon,  and  then  feized  upon  all 
his  lands ;  whereupon,  William  with  his  wife  and  fon 
fled  to  Ireland,  and  there  continued  for  fomc  time. 
And  this  hardfliip  he  now  underwent  was  the  lefs 
pitied,  becaufcd  he  exercifcd  the  great  power  he  had 
in  the  marches  of  Wales  with  extreme  cruelty  and 
injuftice:  The  flime  year  Gwenwynwyn  came  to 
Shrcwfbury  to  fpe-ak  with  the  king's  council,  where  he 
was  detained  prifoner :  Whereupon  Prince  Lhewelyn 
conquered  all  his  country,  took  all  his  towns  and  ca- 
tties, and  garrifoncd  them  for  his  own  ufe.  This  ex- 
pedition of  Prince  Lhewelyn  mightily  alarmed  the 
ufurping  Maelgon,  and  the  more,  becaufe  he  had  in- 
telligence that  Lhewelyn  was  on  his  march  towards 
South  Wales ;  therefore  he  now  puts  himfelf  in  the 
beft.  pofture  he  could  to  receive  him  5    but  finding 
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felf  not  able  to  abide  the  Prince's  coming,  and  ta 
withftand  his  forces,  he  demolifheth  his  caftles  of  A- 
beryftwyth,  Yftratmeyric,  and  Dinerth,  which  before 
he  had  fortified.  Notwithftanding  which,  the  Prince 
comes  to  Aberyftwyth,  and  rebuildeth  the  caftlc  and 
puts  a  garrilon  therein  ;  after  this  he  feized  upon  the 
Cantref  of  Penwedic  and  the  land  betwixt  Dyfi  and 
Aeron  which  he  gave  to  Maelgon*s  nephews  the  fons 
of  GrufFyuh  ap  Rhys,  and  then  returned  home  with 
great  joy  and  triumph.  Not  long  after  Rhys  Fychan, 
fon  to  Prince  Rhys,  befieged  the  caftle  llhangadoc, 
and  toak  it,  contrary  to  the  promife  and  league  he 
had  made  with  his  nephews,  fofgetting  likewifc  how 
freely  and  readily  they  had  adminiftered  to  him  in  his 
neceffity  •,  therefore  to  be  revenged  of  this  ingratitude 
and  breach  of  promife,  Rhys  and  Owen  no  Iboner 
heard  of  it,  but  they  furioufly  attacked  the  caftle,  and 
took  it  by  aflkult,  and  put  to  the  fword,  or  took  pri- 
foners  all  the  garrifon,  and  then  burnt  the  caftle  to 
the  ground. 
A.D.  1205.  This  year  King  John  levied  a  powerful  army  with 
which  he  made  a  voj^age  to  Ireland ;  but  as  he  was  on 
the  borders  of  Wales  on  his  journey  thitherwards, 
there  was  a  criminal  brought  before  him  who  had 
murdered  a  prieft.  The  officer  defired  to  know  tKe 
king's  pleafure,  how  he  would  have  the  delinquent 
punilhed  -,  but  the  king,  inftead  of  ordering  any  pu- 
nifliment  to. be  inflicted  upon  him  fuitable  to  the  hei- 
noufnefs  of  his  crime  difcharged  him  with  a  fVell 
done  thou  good  fervant,  thou  haft  (lain  mine  enemy  \ 
for  fuch  he  reckoned  the  clergy  of  thofe  days,  who 
were  very  iU-affcfted  to  his  ufurped,  arbitrary  govern* 
ment,  and  therefore  he  flightly  regarded  any  injuries 
that  were  done  them,  nay,  thought  thofe  did  him  good 
fervice  who  did  them  wrong.  He  had  not  been  k>ng 
in  Ireland,  but  he  got  into  his  clutches  the  unfortunate 
William  de  Bruce  the  younger,  and  his  mother  Mawd 
de  Saint  Valerike,  whom  we  have  mentioned  before  to 
have  quitted  England  for  fear  of  him,  and  to  have 
fled  here  for  ftielter*  Upon  his  return  to  England  he 
brought  thefe  in  triumph  along  with  him^  and  com- 
mitted 
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mkted  them  to  Windfor  caftle,  where,  by  his  orders, 
not  long  after  iheyr  were  inhumanly  famifhed.     The 
reafon  of  King  John's  difpleafure  againft  William  de 
Bruce  Lord  of  Brecknock,  Matthew  Paris  delivers,  to  ^^^li^i* 
be  this  ; 

When  the  Pope  had  excommunicated  the  realm  of 
England,  the  king,  to  prevent  any  inconveniencies  thac 
might  enfuc  thereupon,  took  pledges  of  fuch  of  his 
nobles  as  he  thought  were  difaffe&ed  to  him,  and 
would  be  like,  if  occ^on  offered,  to  countenance 
^nd  promote  a  rebellion.  Amongfl:  others,  he  fends 
meilengers  to  William  de  Bruce  to  demand  his  fons 
for  pledges,  to  whom  Mawd,  de  Bruce's  wife,  being 
the  readier  fpeakcr,  anfwered,  (though  what  flie  faid 
was  no  lefs  her  huiband's  ientiment  than  her  own) 
That  the  king,  who  had  proved  fo  bafe  a  guardian  to 
his  nephew  Prince  Arthur,  whom  inftead  of  fctting  in, 
lie  deprived  of  bis  right,  Ihould  have  none  of  her  chil- 
dren. This  anfwer  the  meffcngers  delivered  to  the  king^ 
whereat  he  was  fo  highly  difpleafed,  that  he  ordered 
fome  foldiers  fhould  be  fent  to  feize  this  lord  ;  but  he 
having  timely  intelligence  of  this  order,  fled  into  Ire- 
land with  his  wife  and  children,  where  now  his  wife 
Mawd,  with  her  fon,  were  unfortunately  taken  by 
King  John,  but  he  himfelf  efcaped,  and  fled  into 
France,  where  not  long  after  he  died. 

This  year  the  Earl  of  Cheftcr  rebuilt  the  caftle  of 
Dyganwy,  fituate  on  the  fea^fliore,  eafl:  of  the  river 
Conway,  which  Prince  Lhewelyn  had  before  demolifli- 
•ed.     He  likewife  fortifies  the  cafl:le  of  Treffynon  or 
St.  Wencfrid.     Upon  this  Lhewelyn  enters  into  the 
Earl's  land,  which  when  he  had  ravaged  fufficiently, 
lie  returns  home  with  confiderable  booty.    About  this 
time,  Rhys  Fychan  fon  to  Prince  Rhys,  fearing  lefl: 
Prince  Lhewelyn  Ihould  fall  upon  him  for  the  wrong 
he  had  done  to  his  nephews,  whom  he.  Prince  Lhe- 
welyn, ftiffly  defended  in  their  right ;  made  his  appli- 
cation to  the  king  of  England,  who  readily  granted 
him  what  fuccours  he  defired  ;  and  with  thefe  he  be- 
fieged  the  caftle  of    Lhanymdhyfri  •,    the   garrifon 
for  fome  time  made  a  vigorous  defence,  but  having 
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no  hopes  of  any  relief,  they  thought  it  their  wife!!: 
courfe  to  capitulate,  and  ib  they  defired  they  might 
march  out  with  their  arms,  bag  and  baggage,  and 
all  that  belonged  to  them,  which  was  granted  them. 
About  this  time  likewife  Gwenwynwyn  was  fet  at  li- 
berty, whotp  the  king  had  hitherto  detained  prifoner, 
and  withal  lends  him  fome  forces  to  attempt  the  re- 
covery of  his  country  which  Prince  Lhewelyn  had 
feized  upon  during  his  imprifonment ;  and  though 
by  his  own  ftrength  he  was  not  able  to  cope  with  the 
Prince,  yet  by  this  afliftance  granted  him  by  the 
king,  he  foon  re-p6ffcffed  himfelf  of  his  dominions. 
This  fucccfs  of  Gwenwynwyn  encouraged  Maelgon 
likewife  to  endeavour  the  recovery  of  that  part  of  his 
country  whidi  the  Prince  had  taken  from  him  in  the 
fame  expedition.  Now  he  makes  his  application  to 
the  king  of  England,  and  fwears  allegiance  to  him. 
Hereupon  the  king  grants  him  a  confiderable  army 
as  well  Englifh  as  Normans  •,  to  thefe  he  joins  what 
forces  he  could  raife  in  Wales,  and  then  contrary  to 
the  oath  and  agreement  he  had  made  with  his  ne- 
phews Rhys  and  Owen,  he  in  an  hoftile  manner  enters 
their  country ;  when  he  was  come  to  Cantred  Pcnwe- 
dic,  he  encamped  at  Cilcenny  where  he  ftaid  fomc 
time  to  take  meafures  for  the  better  accompliihment 
of  his  defignS;  by  this  tirrie  his  nephews  had  got 
together  about  300  chofen  well  difciplined  men,  but 
with  fo  fmall  a  number  durft  not  oppofe  their  uncle's 
numerous  army  in  open  field ;  therefore  they  were  to 
endeavour  to  overthrow  thofe  by  a  ftratagem  which 
they  could  not  do  by  main  force.  Herein  they  proved 
very  fuccefsful,  for  coming  as  near  their  enemies  as 
they  could  without  being  difcovered,  they  fenc  out 
their  fpies  that  night  for  intelligence,  who  brought 
back  the  good  news,  that  all  was  quiet  in  Maelgon's 
camp,  and  that  they  kept  no  ftrift  watch,  being  not 
aware  of  an  approaching  enemy.  This  intelligence 
mightily  encouraged  the  brothers  to  profecutc  their 
defigns,  and  now  they  march  as  filently  as  they  can 
towards  their  enemies  camp^  where  they  met  with  no 
oppofition,  being  not  difcovered  becaufe  all  were  fall 
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afleep.     When  they  wet-e  advanced  as  they  thought 
as  far  as  Maelgon*s  tent,  they  furioufly  fejl  on,  and 
flew  a  great  number  of  his  men  before  they  awaked ; 
the  reft  being  frightened  with  the  noife  and  fliouts  of 
their  enemies,  and  wichal  thinking  their  numbers  to 
be  far  greater  than  it  was,  were  glad  to  make  ufe  of 
the  darknefs  of  the  night  to  quit  the  field,  only  Mael- 
gon*s  guard  valiantly  kept  their  poft,  and  defended 
their  lord  till  he  had  time  and  opportunity  to  efcape. 
But  Maelgon*s  army  fuffered  very  much  in  this  aftion, 
his  nephew  Conan  ap  Howel  with  his  chief  counfellor 
Gruffydh  ap  Cadwgan  were  both  taken  prifoners,  and 
Eineon  ap  Caradoc  with  a  great  number  more  were 
flain  upon  the  fpot.      About  the  fame  time  Gilbert 
Earl  of  Glocefter  fortified  the  caftle  of  Buelht,  where 
a  little  before  he  had  lofl  a  confiderable  number  of 
his  men,  by  reafon  that  the  place  was  not  very  ftrong 
and  tenable.     And  towards  the  conclufion  of  tiiis  year, 
Mallt  or  Mawd  de  Bruce,  the  wife  of  Gruffydh  ap 
Rhys  departed  this  life,  and  was  interred  by  her  hul- 
band  in  a  monk's  coul  in  Yftratflur. 

But  the  following  year  a  great  ftorm  threatened 
North  Wales,  by  reafon  that  the  Marchers  nriade  frer 
quent  and  grievous  complaints  to  JCing  John  how 
that  Prince  Lhewelyn  perpetually  molcfted  their  coun- 
try, flew  their  men,  and  committed  all  the  wafte 
and  deftruftion  poflible  as  he  paflcd  along.  The  king 
hearing  of  fuch  intolerable  depredations  continually 
exercifed  by  the  North  Wales  men,  thought  it  high 
time  to  redrefs  his  fubjefts,  and  therefore  he  raifed  a 
mighty  army  throughout  all  England,  and  called  to 
him  all  the  lords  and  princes  of  Wales  as  held  their 
lands  and  patents  from  him,  ,as  Howel  ap  GruflTydh 
ap  Conan  ap  Owen  Gwynedh,  wjiom  Prqice  Lhe- 
welyn had  banifhed  out  of  North  Wales :  Madpc  ap 
Gruffydh  Maylor  lord  of  Bromfield,  Chjrke  and  Yale, 
Meredith  ap  Rotpert  Lord  of  Cydewen,  Gw'enwynwyn 
Lord  of  Powis,  Maelgon  and  Rhys  the  fons  of  Prince 
Rhys  and  governors  of  South  Wales.  With  this  for- 
midable army  he  came  to  Chefter,  intending  to  enter 
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into  North  Wales  by  that  way»  and  being  fully  re-' 
folved  to  execute  the  fcvereft  vengeance  upon  the 
inhabitants,    and  not  to  let  one  living  foul  remain 
alive  throughout   the  whole  country.      But   matters 
of   this   nature  arc  eafier  refolved  upon,    than   ac- 
complilhed  ;    Prince  Lhewelyn    was    no    fooner  in- 
formed of    thefc  mighty    preparations   againft  him, 
comprehending   the   whole  ftrcngth  of  the  Engliih 
nation,   and  what  was  worft  of  all,    being  afi&ed 
by  his  own  countrymen,  but  he  iflued  fonh  his  or- 
ders,   commanding  all    his    fubjeds  of    the    inland 
counties  of  Denbigh  and  Flint,   together  with  them 
of  the  jfland  of  Anglefey,  to  remove  for  a  time  all 
their  cattle  and  other  effe<Sls  to  Snowden-hills,  where 
they  were  fure  to  remain  fecureft    from  their    ene- 
mies.   But  King  John  marched  bis  army  along  the 
fea-coaft    to  Ruthlan,    and  there    paffing  the  river 
Clwyd,  he  came  to  the  caftle  of  Teganwy,  where  he 
encamped  for  fome  time  to  refrelh  and  recreate  his 
army,    which  by  reafon  of  the  long    marches  they 
made,   was  in  a  great  meafure  weary  and  fatigued. 
But  what  the   ipore  augmented  .  their  mifery,    Lhe« 
welyn  getting  behind  them,  cut  off  all  their  hopes  of 
provifion  from  England,  and  the  Welch  by  the  ad- 
vantage of  being  acquainted  with  the  (Iraits  and  nar- 
row paffages,  cut  off  all  that  ftraggled  from  the  En- 
glifh  camp,  fo  that  in  time,  they  were  glad  to  take  up 
with  horfe-flefh,  and  any  thing  were  it  never  fo  mean, 
which  might  fill  up  their  greedy  and  empty  Ilomachs. 
At  laft  King  John  finding  no  other  remedy,  and  per- 
ceiving it  impoffible  to  continue  longer  there  fo  hun- 
gry and  faintly,  thought  it  his  wifeft  way  to  march 
for  England,  and  leave  the  Welch  to  themfelves,  and 
fo  he  decamped  in  a  great  fury,  leaving  Lhewelyn  to 
bury  that  great  number  of  dead,  which  had  ftarved 
in  this  fuccefslefs  expedition.     But  to  recover  the  ho- 
nour he  had  now  loft,  he  was  refolved  to  tr)'  another 
touch  with  the  Welch,  but  poflibly  not  with  the  iame 
confidence  and  affurance  of  viftcry.     And  therefore 
returning  to  Wales  in  the  next  Auguft,  he  entered  with 
fuch  another  terrible  arojy  of  Englilh,   and  was  af- 
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filled  by  the  fame  Welch  lords,  at  Blanch  monaftery^ 
now  Ofweftry,  being  in  the  lordfhip  of  John  the  foa 
of  William  Fitzalan.  In  this  expedition,  King  John 
pafling  the  river  Conwey,  and  encamping  at  the  other 
fide  towards  Snowden  hills,  fcnt  part  of  his  army 
conduded  by  guides  who  were  acquainted  with  the 
country,  to  burn  Bangor,  which  they  effeftualJy  did ; 
and  taking  Rotpert  bilhop  of  that  fee  out  of  church, 
they  carried  him  prifoner  to  the  Englilh  camp,  where 
he  continued  for  fome  time,  till  he  obtained  his  ran- 
fom  for  a  prefent  of  two  hundred  hawks.  But  Prince 
Lhewelyn  finding  the  whole  ftrength  of  England  and 
almoft  Wales  to  fight  againft  him,  and  judging  it 
impoffible  for himfelf  alone,  to  withftandfo  great  a  mul- 
titude, thought  it  his  beft  ^ay  to  endeavour  to  find 
out  fome  method  or  other,  to  reconcile  himfelf  to 
the  king.  And  no  better  meafures  could  pofTibly  be 
thought  of,  than  to  fend  Joan  his  wife.  King  John's 
daughter,  to  intreat  with  her  father  about  a  peace, 
and  a  ceflation  of  all  hoftilities ;  who  being  a  prudent, 
fly  woman,  fo  prevailed  upon  the  king,  that  he  granted 
Prince  Lhewelyn  her  hufband,  a  fafe  conduft  to  come 
ID  him,  and  to  renew  the  former  peace  and  an^ity 
that  was  betwixt  them.  And  fo  Lhewelyn  having 
done  homage,  promifed  the  king  towards  his  expenccs 
in  this  expadition,  20,000  head  of  cattle  and  40  horfts, 
and  what  was  n^ore  than  all,  he  granted  all  the  inland 
countries  of  Wales,  with  the  appurtenances,  to  him 
and  his  heirs  for  ever.  And  then  King  John  having  . 
received  better  fucccfs  in  this,  than  the  fonnjr  expe- 
cjition,  returned  to  England  in  great  triumph,  having 
fubdued-  all  Wales,  excepting  that  part  which  Rhys 
and  Owen  the  fons  of  Gruffydh  ap  Rhys,  ftiU  kept 
and  maintained  againfl:  the  Hngliih.  But  having  no 
kifure  to  march  againft  them  himfelf  at  his  depar- 
ture out  of  the  country,  he  gave  ftrid  charge  to 
Foulke  Vifcount  of  CacrdyfF,  warden  of  the  marches, 
a  cruel  tyrant,  though  well  beloved  and  favoured  by 
the  king,  to  take  an  army  with  him,  and  fo  joining 
with  Maelgon  and  Rhys  Fychan,  to  compel  the  fpns 
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of  Gruffydh  ap  Rhys  to  acknowledge  him  for  their 
fovereign,  and  to  do  him  homage.  Foulkc  having 
received  fo  pofitive  a  command*  prcfenrly  raifed  his 
forces,  and  calling  Maelgon  and  Rhys,  came  to  the 
Cantrcf  of  Penwedic ;  which  when  the  young  lords 
Rhys  and  Owen  heard  of,  and  being  affured  that  this 
blow  was  levelled  agalnft  them*  which  they  knew  they 
were  not  able  to  bear,  before  the  (Iroke  was  ftruck,  they 
fent  to  Foulke  to  (be  for  peace,  and  a  fafe  condud: 
for  them  to  pafs  to  the  court  of  England.  This  be- 
ing granted,  they  came  to  London,  and  making  their 
fubmiflion  to  the  king,  and  requeuing  his  pardon  for 
all  former  mifdemeanora,  they  gave  up  all  pretence  to 
their  lands  betwixt  Aeron  and  DyB ;  and  fo  paying 
their  homage,  they  were  difmiflcd  very  gricioufly. 
But  Foulke  before  his  departure  out  of  the  country^ 
fortified  the  caftle  of  Aberyftwyth,  and  placing  a 
ftrong  garrifon  therein,  kept  it  for  the  king's  ufe. 
But  Maelgon  and  Rhys  Fychan,  a  couple  of  head- 
ftrong,  inconftant  people,  quickly  repented  them  of 
the  peace  they  had  made  with  the  ,king  of  England, 
and  thereupon,  widiout  the  leaft  reafon  or  provoca- 
tion, they  laid  fiege  to  Aberyftwyth  caftle,  and  with 
much  ado  having  made  themfelves  mafters  of  it,  they 
deftroyed  thofe  fortifications^  which  Foulke  had  lately 
erefted,  and  defaced  the  caftle  to  the  ground.  But 
they  paid  faucc  for  this  another  way,  for  as  foon  as 
Rhys  and  Owen  had  heard  that  their  uncles  had 
broken  and  violated  the  king's  peace,  they  made  in- 
roads into  Ifaeron,  which  was  Maelgon*s  country, 
and  having  flain  a  confiderable  number  of  his  men, 
among  whom  was  one  brave  and  lufty  youth  called 
Bachglas,  they  leturned  with  very  rich  booty. 
•""'  Maelgon  and  Rhys  Fychan  were  quickly  followed 
by  the  North  Wales  men  in  their  revolt  from  the 
king  of  England,  for  Prince  Lhewelyn  being  not  able 
to  endure  any  longer  the  tyranny  and  oppreflion  which 
the  king's  garrifons  exercifcd  in  his  country  •,  called 
together  GwenWynwyn  from  Powis,  Maelgon  ap  Rhys 
from  South  Wales,  Madoc  ap  Gruffydh  Maylor  from 
Bromfield,  andMereditb  ap  Rotpert  fromCydewen,  and 
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plainly  declared  before  them  the  pride  and  infolcncy 

of  the  EnglKh,  and  how  that  they  who  were  always 

ufcd  to  have  a  prince  of  their  own  nation,  were  now 

by   their  ov/n  wilfulnefs  and  negledb  become  fubjeft 

to  ftrangers.     However,  it  was  not  too  late  to  recover 

their  antient  liberty,  and  if  they  did  but  unanimoufly 

agree  among  themfelves,  they  might  eafily   caft  off 

that  yoke  which   was  fo  intolerably   burdenfome   to 

them.     Then  the  lords  being  fc^fible  of  the  truth  and 

reafonablenefs  of  what  Prince  Lhewclyn  delivered,  and 

being  confcious  to  themfelves  that  their  prcfent  flavery 

and   fubjeftion  to  the  Englifh,  was  wholly  owing  to 

their  own  fear  and  cowardice,  fwore  fealty  to  Prince 

Lhewclyn,  and  fwore  to  be  true  and  faithful  to  him, 

gnd  to  ftick  by  each  other  to  the  utmoft  of  their  lives 

and  fortunes.     And  fo  joining  their  forces  together, 

they  took  all  the  caftles  in  North  Wales  which  were 

in  the  hands  of  the  Englifh,  excepting  Ruthlan  and 

Dyganwy ;  and  then  going  to  Powis,  they  laid  fiege 

to  the  caftle  which  Robert  Ufpont  had  built  at  Ma- 

thrafal.      But  King  John  being  informed  how  the 

Welch  had  confpired  againft  him,  and  that  they  had 

taken  and  feized  upon  almoll  all  his  caftles  in  North 

Wales,  and  how  that  they  were  now  in  aftual  befiege- 

ment  of  Mathrafal,  prefcntly  drew  up  his  army,  and 

coming  to  Mathrafal,    quickly  raifed  the   fiege,  and 

to  prevent  the  Welch  from  coming  any  more  againft 

it,    he   burnt  it  to  the   ground  and   fo   returned  to 

England,  having  no  time  to  ftay  any  longer  in  Wales, 

by  reafon  of  the  differences  that  happened   betwixt 

him  and  his  nobility.     But  being  afterwards  at  Noc- 

tingTiam,    and    hearing   how   that   Prince    Lhewelyn 

cruelly  harraffed  and  deftroycd  the  marches,  he  caufed 

all  the  Welch  pledges  which  he  had  received  the  laft 

year  to  be  hanged,  among  whom  were  Howcl  the  fon 

of  Cadwalhon,  and  Madoc  the  fon  of  Maelgon,  with 

many  others  of  the  nobility's  fons,  to  the  number  of 

twenty-eight.     And  about  the  fame  time  Robert  Ve- 

pont  caufed  Rhys  the  fon  of  Maelgon  to  be  hanged  at 

Shrewft>ury,  being  a  youth  of  about  feventeen  years 

'of 
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of  age,  and  fo  cruelly  murdered  the  innocent  child  to 
'    revenge  the  crimes  and  offences  committed  by  his  fa- 
ther and  others. 

But  though  King  John  was  fo  fevcrc  to  the  Welch, 
yet  the  Princefs  of  North  Wales  was  more  dutiful 
and  favourable  to  him,  for  whilll  he  (laid  at  Notting- 
ham, ftie  fent  him  an  exprefs,  declaring  how  that  the 
barons  had  entered  into  a  confpiracy  with  the  French 
king  againft  him,  and  that  the  latter  was  preparing 
and  railing  an  army  to  come  over  to  England,  upon 
pretence  that  the  king  was  a  rebel,  and  bid  open  de- 
fiance to  the  Holy  Church,  in  as  much  as  he  would 
not  condefcend  nor  yield  to  the  BiOiop  of  Rome's  re- 
queft.  And  in  confirmation  of  all  this,  fhe  told  him 
that  Robert  Fitzwalter,  Euftace  de  Vefcy  and  Sie-. 
phen  Redcll,  were  fecretly  fled  into  France,  to  pro- 
mote and  carry  on  this  intrigue.  And  that  this  defign 
againfl:  King  John  was  no  feigned  furmife,  the  next 
A-D.i2i2.year  Pope  Innocent  the  Third  detached  one  of  his 
nuncios  to  Wales,  who  abfolved  Prince  Lhewelyn* 
Gwenwynwyn  and  Maelgon  from  their  oaths  of  al- 
legiance to  King  John,  and  withal  gave  them  a  ftrift 
command  under  the  penalty  of  excommunication,  tQ 
.  moleft  and  annoy  him  with  all  their  endeavours,  as  an 
open  enemy  to  the  church  of  God.  Prince  Lhcwelyn, 
you  may  be  fure,  was  not  in  the  Icaft  troubled  at  this, 
for  now  he  gained  the  fitted  opportunity  imaginable, 
to  rcftore  fuch  lands  as  he  had  formerly  much  againft 
his  mind  delivered  up  to  the  king,  being  in  the  inland 
country  of  Denbigh  and  Flint,  \vhich  Lhewclyn  at 
this  time  repoflcffcd  himfelf  of.  And  well  it  was  he 
was  fo  quick,  for  within  a  little  while  after.  King 
John  by  the  pcrfuafions  of  Pandulph  the  Pope's  le- 
gate, granted  his  Holinefs  all  his  requeft,  and  fo  ob- 
tained abfolution  at  Fandulph's  hands,  and  upon  per- 
formance of  his  promifes,  an  affurance  of  a  releafe- 
ment  from  that  Ecclefiaftical  Bull,  which  had  fo  for- 
midably roared  againfl:  him. 
'*^3-  South  Wales  had  now  been  quiet  for  a  confiderable 
time,  and  they  that  ufed  to  be  commonly  very  tur- 
bulent an(f  contentious,    were  now  pretty  eafy-  and 

anucable. 
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amicable.  But  it  was  impoffible  that  fuch  a  peace- 
able courfe  of  life  fhould  hold  long,  where  injufticc 
and  oppreflion  had  fo  much  liberty,  and  where  people 
were  wrongfully  kept  out  of  their  juft  and  rightful  in- 
heritance. And  this  was  the  occafion  of  the  breach  of 
that  quietnefs,  which  for  the  two  or  three  years  laft  paft 
they  had  fo  fatisfadtorily  enjoyed.  For  Rhys  the  fon 
of  GrufFydh  ap  Rhys,  who  was  right  heir  to  Prince 
Rhys,  finding  he  could  have  no  fhare  of  his  father's 
eftate,  but  that  his  uncles  forcibly  kept  all  from  him, 
thought  it  his  beft  way  to  make  his  cafe  known  to  the 
king  of  England,  and  to  defire  a.  remedy  and  redrefe 
from  him.  King  John  in  compaflion  of  the  young 
man!s  hard  condition,  fcnt  to  his  deputy  Foulke  Vif- 
count  of  CaerdyfF  warden  of  the  marches,  and  to  the 
Steward  of  Hereford,  commanding  them  to  take  away 
all  Yftratywy  from  Rhys  Fychan,  by  fome  called 
Rhys  Gryg,  unlefs  he  would  permit  his  nephews  to 
enjoy  Lhanymohyfry  caftle,  with  all  the  lands  and  pri- 
viledges  thereunto  belonging.  Foulke  having  received 
fuch  orders  from  his  matter  the  king  of  England,  fent 
to  acquaint  Rhys  of  the  propofals,  and  fo  demand 
of  him  whether  or  no  he  would  deliver  up  Lhanym- 
dhyfry  to  his  nephews,  according  to  the  king's  com- 
mand ;  who  returned  anfwer,  that  he  did  not  know  of 
any  fuch  obligation  due  from  him  to  the  king  of  Eng- 
land as  to  part  with  his  lands  at  his  command,  and 
therefore  aflTured  him  peremptorily  and  in  plain  terms, 
that  he  would  not  willingly  part  with  one  root  of  what 
he  was  in  prefent  pofleflion  of.  Foulke  therefore  hav- 
ing received  this  refolute  anfwer,  was  likewife  as  re- 
folute  to  get  that  by  force  whicTi  he  could  not  obtain 
by  fair  means  ;  and  fo  having  raifed  a  great  army,  he 
inarched  to  Talhwynelgain  to  meet  with  young  Rhys, 
who  was  to  come  thither  with  all  the  forces  he  could 
raife  in  Brecknock ;  and  from  thence  they  marched  in 
three  battles  towards  Dynefawr,  the  firft  being  com- 
manded by  young  Rhys,  the  fecond  by  Foulke  and 
Owen  brother  to  Rhys  led  the  third,  Rhys  Fychan 
was  not  in  the  leaft  difmayed  at  their  number,  but 

thinking 
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thinking  it  more  advifeable  to  meet  them  in  the  field,' 
rather  than  fufFer  them  to  block  him  up  at  Dynefawr, 
came  out  very    boldly,    and  gave  them  battle,    but 
after  a  warm  engagement  on  both  fides,  Rhys  Fychan 
in  the  end  got  the  worfe,  and  after  a  lofs  of  a  great 
number  of  his  men,  he  was  glad  at  laft  to  make  his 
efcape  by  flight.     And  fo  retiring  to  Dynefawr,  he 
doubled  the  garrifon  of  that  place,  but  thinking  the 
town  of  Lhandeilo-fawr  not  to  be  tenable,  he  burnt 
it  to  the  ground,  and  then  kept  himfelf  private  in  the 
woods  and  other  defart  places.     But  young  Rhys  and 
Foulke  laid  fiege  to  Dynefawr,  and  in  the  firft  aflault 
came  on  fo  fiercely,  that  they  forced  the  garrifon  to 
retire  to  the  caftle,  which  for  fome  time  they  defended 
very  manfully.     But  the  befiegers  began  to  play  fo 
violently  with  their  battering  engines,  and  to  under- 
mine the  wall  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  governor  af- 
ter a  fliort  defence  began  to  capitulate,  giving  three 
pledges  for  fecurity,  that  if  they  received  no  rcUef  by 
the  morrow  at  noon,  the  caftle  ftiould  be  furrendered 
up,  conditionally  that  the  garrifon  fliould  march  out 
with  all  the  tokens  of  honour,  and  carry  their  arms 
and  all  other  implements  of  war   along  with  them. 
No  relief  being  arrived,  the  caftle  the  next  day  was 
accordingly  furrendered,  and  all  the  articles  of  the  ca- 
piculaion  ohferved-,  and  fo  young  Rhys  being  pof- 
IcfTed  of  Dynefawr,  in  a  litde  time  afterward,  brought 
all  Cantreffawr  to  his  fubjeftion.     When  Rhys  Fy- 
chan was  fenfiblc  how  the  ftream  run  violently  againft 
him,  he  thought  it  his  wifeft  way  to  remove  his  wife 
and  children,  and  all  his  other  effefts,  to  his  brother 
Maelgon*s   country,    and   fo  leaving  Lhanymdhyfry 
caftle  well  manned  and  fortified,  he  departed  towards 
Aberyftwyth,     But  as  foon  as  Foulke  w^  returned  to 
the  marches,  young  Rhys  came  with  an  army  confift- 
ing  of  Welch  and  Normans  before  Lhanymdhyfr)-, 
intending  to  bcfiege  that  place,  but  before  they  were 
encamped  before  the  town,  the  governor  thought  it 
his  beft  way  to  furrendcr,  upon  condition  only,  that 
the  garrifon  fliould  depart  away  with  their  lives.     And 
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Ihortly  afterwards,  Rhys  Fychan  was  taken  at  Caer- 
mardhyn,  and  committed  to  the  king's  prifon,   and  lb 
all  the  difturbances  and  troubles  of  South  Wales  came 
to   a  peaceable  ifluc.     But  it  was  not  fo   in  North 
Wales,  for  Prince  Lhewelyn  being  defirous  to  rid  his 
country  from  the  infupportable  tyranny  and  oppreffion 
of  the  En^ifh  garrifons,  laid  liege  to  the  caftles  of 
I>yganwy  and  Ruthlan,  the  only  places  now  remain- 
ing in  the  hands  of  the  Englifli,  which  he  took  with- 
out any  great  oppofition,  and  fo  freed  his  country  from 
any  title  or  pretence  the  king  of  England  might  claim 
in  North  Wales,  .    King  John  indeed  was  engaged 
another  way,  and  conlequently  in  no  good  condition 
to  help  himfelf,  for  having  repented  of  all  the  indig- 
nities and  ftubbornnefs  he  expreflfed  againft  Pope  Inno- 
cent ;  at  this  time  he  received  penance  at  the  hands  of 
the  Archbifliop  of  Canterbury,  to  atone  for  all  the  fc- 
vcrities  he  had  praftifed  againft  the  church.     And  to 
reftore  himfelf  the  more  to  his  Holinefc's  favour  he 
niadc  the  kingdom  of  England  tributary  to  the  church 
of  Rome,  to  be  holden  of  the  Pope,  in  paying  him 
the  fum  of  looo  marks  yearly  for  ever ;  and  withal 
recalled  and  reftorcd    to   their   former    preferments 
and  places  all  fuch  as  had  been  banifhed,  or  had  vo- 
luntarily  fled    the    kingdom  upon    the   account   of 
their  ftridt  adherence  and  fubmiiTion  to  the  Pope  of 
Rome. 

Nor  was  this  all,  for  the  next  year  King  John  with  a.  d.  1115. 
two  of  his  nobility,  the  Earls  of  Chcfter  and  Derby, 
was  refolved  upon  a  voyage  to  the  Holy  Land,  but 
was  unfortunately  prevented  of  his  journey,  by  the 
rebellion  of  his  barons,  which  now  broke  forth  vio- 
lently by  reafon  that  the  king  would  not  grant  them 
fome  antient  laws  and  privileges,  fuch  as  their  fore- 
fathfers  always  enjoyed.  Therefore  the  barons  en- 
tered into  a  confederacy  with  Prince  Lhewelyn  of 
North  Wales,  defiring  him  to  make  what  diverfion 
he  could  on  his  part,  which  they  were  refolved  to  do 
on  theirs;  and  fo  having  raifed  an  army,  they  ap- 
pointed Robert  Fitzwalter  their  general.    Coming  to 
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Bedford,  they  were  honourably  received  into  the  ca2 
ftle  by  William  Beauchamp,  and  from  thence  march- 
ing to  London^  they  were  entertained  with  all  the  ex- 
preffions  and  tokens  of  joy.  King  John .  perceiving 
now  powerful  they  were  like  to  prove,  and  how  that 
the  country  did  in  a  great  meafurc  favour  their  caufe^ 
thought  it  his  wifeft  way  to  nip  them  in  the  bud, 
and  to  fall  upon  them  before  they  grew  too.  ftrong  ; 
and  therefore  having  levied  his  forces,  he  marched  to- 
gether with  William  Marfhal  Earl  of  Pembroke,  to- 
wards the  caftle  of  Rochefter.  Being  arrived  there* 
he  laid  clofe  fiege  to  the  caftle,  but  the  governor  Wil- 
liam de  Abbineto  fo  bravely  defended  it,  that  it  could 
hardly  be  taken  after  three  months  fiege,  but  at  length 
the  king's  men  bore  on  fo  violently,  that  they  took 
it  by  ftorm,  where  befides  William  dc  Abbineto^  ^  the 
king  took  feveral  of  the  barons  prifoners.  This  was 
an  ill  beginning  to  the  defign  of  the  confederates,  and 
what  did  not  add  a'little  to  "their  misfortune,  the  Pope 
prefently  iffues  out  his  Bull  of  Excommunication 
againft  Lhewelyn  Prince  of  Wales,  and  all  the  En- 
glifli  barons  as  made  war  againft  King  John,  who 
was  under  the  protedion  of  the  Church  of  Rome. 
But  Prince  Lhewelyn  did  not  regard  his  threatening 
anathemas,  and  therefore  having  raifed  an  army,  he 
•  came  to  Shrewft)ury,  which  was  delivered  up  to  him 
without  any  refiftance.  And  whilft  Lhewelyn  re- 
mained there,  Giles  de  Bruce  bifhop  of  Hereford,  one 
of  the  chief  of  this^  confpiracy,  fent  his  brother  Rey- 
nold to  Brecknock,  whom  all  the  people  readily 
owned  for  their  lord  j  and  fo  without  the  leaft  grum- 
bling or  oppofition  he  received  the  caftles  of  Aber- 
gcfenny  and  Pencelhy,  the  Caftelh  Gwyn^  or  the 
White  Caftle,  together  with  Grofmont  caftle  and  the 
ifland  of  Cynuric.  But  when  the  bilhop  came  thi- 
ther in  perfon,  he  had  the  caftles  of  Aberhondhy, 
Hay,  Biielht,  and  Blaenlhyfny,  delivered  up  to  him ; 
but  thinking  he  had  enough  himfclf,  and  being  rather 
defirous  to  fecure  his  intereft,  and  to  ftrcngthcn  his 
party  in  the  country,  then  to  heap  more  upon  his 
own  ihoulders  than  he  was  well  able  to  fupport,  he 
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bcftowed  Payn  caftle,  Clune  and  all  Eluel  upon  Wal- 
ter Fychan,  the  ibn  of  Eineon  Clyd. 

In  the  mean  time,  young  Rhys  the  fon  of  Gruf- 
fydh  ap  Rhys,  and  his  uncle  MaeJgon  were  reconciled 
and  made  friends^  and  fo  coming  both  to  Dyfed,  they 
deftroyed  Arberth  and  Maenclochoc  caftles,  and  re- 
covered all  fuch  lands  as  formerly  belonged  to  them, 
excepting  Cemais.  But  Rhys*s  brothers  Maelgon  and 
Owen  went, to  North  Wales,  and  did  homage  and  feal- 
ty to  Prince  Lhewelyn,  whilft  their  brother  Prince 
Rhys  marched  forward  to  Cydwely,  and  having  rafed 
the  caftles  of  Carnwylheon  and  Lhychwr,  brought  all 
the  country  about  under  his  fubjedion^  But  this 
was  not  enough  to  fatisfy  the  ambitious  humour  of 
that  young  prince,  for  having  once  tafted  the  plea^ 
fure  of  viftory,  and  the  taking  and  demolifhing  of 
towns,  he  was  refolved  to  profecute  his  conquefl: 
whilll  Fortune  feemed  to  favour  his  undertakings; 
and  therefore  he  led  his  army  againft  Talybon,t 
caftle,  which,  belonged  to  Hugh  de  Miles,  and  forc- 
ing his  entrance  into  the  fame,  he  put  a  great  num- 
ber of  the  garrifon  to  the  fword.  The  next  day  he 
marched  to  Sengennyth  caftle,  but  the  garrifon  which 
kept  it,  thinking  it  fruitlefs  and  to  no  purpofe  to  op^ 
pofe  him,  burnt  the  place  and  departed  to  Yftymlh- 
wynarth.  But  he  followed  them  at  the  heels,  and 
the  next  day  took  it,  and  rafed  it  to  the  ground, 
and  over-ran  the  country  in  fuch  a  violent  manner, 
that  in  three  days  time,  he  became  mafter  of  all  the 
caftles  and  fortreffes  in  all  Gowerland  and  Morgan- 
nwc,  and  fo  returned  home  with  great  vidory  and 
triumph.  At  the  fame  time  Rhys  Fychan,  otherwife 
Rhys  Gryg,  young  Prince  Rhys's  uncle  obtained  his 
liberty  from  the  king  of  England,  leaving  his  fon 
with  two  more  for  pledges  for  his  modeft  and  peace- 
able behaviour  towards  his  fubje(a:s,  whom  at  other 
times  he  was  wont  to  moleft  and  opprefs.  About 
this  time  the  abbots  of  Tal  y  Llecheu  and  Tuy 
Gwyn,  were  confecrated  bilhops,  the  former  of  St. 
David's,  and  the  other  of  Bangor,  But  the  bifliop  of 
Hereford  who  feemed  to  be  the  moft  violently  inclined 
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againH:  King  John,  and  was  othcrwife  unwilling  td 
part  with  what  he  had  got  in  Walcsj  could  not  for 
all  that  refufe  the  injundion  of  the  Pope,  by  whofe 
cxprefs  command  he  was  conftrained  to  make  peace 
with  the  king,  which  being  concluded,  in  his  return 
homeward,  he  died  at  Gloccfter,  leaving  his  eftate  to 
his  brother  Reginald,  who  had  married  the  daughter 
of  Prince  Lhewelyn. 

But  for  all  that,  Giles  de  Bruce  bifliop  of  Hereford 
was  fallen  off,  and  reconciled  to  King  John,  yet  Prince 
Lhewelyn  did  not  think  it  convenient  to  follow  his  ex- 
ample, and  therefore  with  his  whole  army  he  marched 
againft  Carmardhyn,  and  took  the  caftle  in  five  days^ 
having  rafed  it  to  the  ground,  he  fucceffively  laid  fiegc 
to  the  caflles  of  Lhan(tephan,  St.  Cleare,  and  Talach- 
arn,  which  he  ufed  after  the  fame  manner.  From  thence 
he  went  to  Cardigan,  and  winning  Emlyn  caftlf,  he  fub- 
tlued  Cemaes,  and  then  laying  fiege  to  Trefdaeth  caftle, 
in  Englifli  called  Newport,  he  quickly  took  it,  and  af- 
terwards rafed  it  to  the  ground.  His  next  dcfign  was 
upon  Abcrccifi  and  Cilgerran  caftles,  but  the  garrifons 
which  defended  them,  finding  it  to  no  purpofe  to  wait 
his  coming,  and  jfo  to  withftand  all  his  attempts  againft 
thofc  places  voluntarily  furrendered,  and  by  that  means 
prevented  all  the  mifchief,  which  in  oppofing  him, 
would  in  all  probability  unavoidably  attend  chem.  And 
fo  Prince  Lhewelyn  having  fuccefsfuUy  over-run  and 
fubdued  all  Carmardhyn  and  Cardigan,  triumphantly 
returned  to  North  Wales,  being  attended  by  fcveral  of 
the  Welch  nobility,  fuch  as  Howel  ap  Gruffydh  ap  Co- 
nan,  Lhewelyn  ap  Meredith,  Gwenwynwyn  Lord  of 
Powis,  Meredith  ap  R6tpert,  Maelgon  and  Rhys  Fy- 
chan  the  fons  of  Prince  Rhys  of  South  Wales,  Rhys 
and  Owen  the  fons  of  Gruffydh  ap  Rhys,  together 
with  all  the  power  of  Madoc  ap  Gruffydh  Maylor 
Lord  of  Bromfield. 
A.P.1116.  But  the  next  year  Prince  Lhewelyn  returned  to  A- 
berteifi  to  compofe  a  difference,  which  fince  his  de- 
parture, had  happened  betwixt  Maelgon  and  Rhys 
Fychan,  Prince  Rhys*s  fons  on  the  one  fide,  and  Rhys 
and  Owen,    Gruffydh  ap  Rhys*s  fons  on  the  other. 

There- 
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Therefore  to  make  iip  this  quarrel,  and  to  reduce 
all  matters  to  a  quiet  and  amicable  ifTue,  Prince  Lhe* 
wclyn  made  an  equal  diftribution  of  South  Wales  be- 
twixt them,   alloting  to  Maclgon,  three  Cantrefs  in 
Dyfed,  viz.  Gwarthat,  Penlhwynoc,  Cemaes,  and  Em- 
lyn  with  Cilgcrran  caftle;  to  young  Rhys,  two  ca- 
ftlcs  in  Yftratywy,  Hiruryn  and  Maelhaen,  Maenor 
Bydfey,  with  the  caftlc  of  Lhanymdhyfry,  and  two  in 
Cardigan  Gwynipnyth  and  Mahwyneon.     His  brother 
Owen  had  to  his  (hare  the  caftles  of  Aberteifi  and 
Nant  yr  Arian,  with  three  Cantrefs  in  Cardigan ;  and 
Rhys  Fychan,  otherwife  called  Rhys  Gryc,  had  Dy- 
nefawr  cattle,  the  Cantref  Mawr,  the  Cantrcf  Bychan, 
excepting  Hiruryn  and  Midhfey,   together  with  the 
Comotes  of  Cydwely  and  Carnwylhion.  -  This  divi- 
lion  being  accomplifhed  to  every  one's  fatisfaftion,  and 
all  the  lords  of  South  Wales  being  amicably  recon-> 
oiled.  Prince  Lhewelyn  took  his  journey  for  North 
Wales  ;  t)ut  he  had  not  advanced  very  far,  when  news 
was  brought  hini  that  Gwenwynwyn  lord  of  Powis  was 
revolted,  and  was  become  again  the  Uog  of  England's 
fubjcft.    This  unwelcome  news  ftruck  very  deep  iii 
the  prince's  mind,  by  reafon  that  Gwenwynwyn  was  a 
man  of  great  power  and  ftrcnrgth  in  the  country,  and 
went  a  great  way  to  repel  the  incurfions  of  the  Englifh 
upon  the  marches,  which  nqw  he  being  gone  off,  could 
not,  he  feared,  be  fo  well  efFe6ted»    But  however,  to 
make  the  beft  of  a  bad  market,  he  endeavoured  to 
take  him  oflF  from  the  Engljlh,  and  to  reftore  him  to 
his  former  allegiance  due  to  himfelf  as  his  natural 
prince  j  and  to  that  end,  he  fent  to  him  fome  bifhop? 
and  abbots  to  put  him  in  mind  of  his  oath  and  promife, 
how  that  he  with  the  reft  of  the  lords  of  Wales,  had 
obliged  himfelf  to  oppofe  the  Englifh  to  the  utmoft 
of  his  power,  and  had  delivered  pledges  for  the  fure 
performance  of  what  he  had  then  by  oath  engaged 
in  ;   and  left  he  ftiould  have  forgot  what  he  had  then 
promifed,  he  was  defired  to  read  his  own  hand  writ- 
ing,   whereby  it  was  apparent  that  he  had  very  un- 
juftly  violated  both   his  path  and  promifc.     But  all 
the  rhetorick  the  bifliops  could  make  ufe  of^  was  not' 
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of  force  enough  to  worI(  Gweowynwyn  to  a  tecancU 
liaticMi  with  the  Prince^  and  an  averfion  to  the  king 
^f  Ejigland;  and  therefore  leelng  nothing  would  do» 
Prince  Lhewelyn  was  refolved  to  make  him  incapabk 
of  if rving  the  Englifh,  and  fo  entering  Powis  with  a 
ftrong  army,  he  fubdued  the  whole  country  to  him* 
felf^  Gwenwynwyn  being  forced  to  fly  for  fuccour  to 
the  Earl  of  Chefter. 

Whilft  thefe  things  pafl&d  la  Wales,  Lewb  the 
Pauphin  of  France  heinp  invited  by  the  Englifh  ba- 
.  iK>n$  againft  King  Jehn»  unded  in  the  ifland  of  Tha* 
net,  and  marching  forward  to  London,  he  there  re- 
ceived bQmage  or  all  the  barons^  that  were  in  aftual 
\^ar  againlk  the  king.  And  then  fetting  forward  to 
Wincncft^r,  ^here  King  JoJbn  then  lay,  he  took  in 
kis  way  the  caftles  of  Kygar^  Guildford  and  Farjv 
ham^  and  coming  to  Winchc^er,  had  the  town  pre- 
^fently  furrendercd  to  hinu  King  John  did  not  think 
fit  to  abide  hk  commg,  but  removing  to  Hereford, 
ifx  the  n>archea  of  Wales;  he  fent  to  Prince  Lhcwclya 
ajRd  Reynald  Qruce,  defiring  their  friendfhip,  and  ino- 
pjk)ring  their  aid  and  afllilancc  againft  the  Frenclu  But 
qiey  refuiing  to  hearken  to  hh  propoiab,,  he  deftroyed 
il^dnor  and  Hay  caftles,  and  marching  forward  to 
Qfwcftjsy,  which  bebnged  to  John  Fitzaian,.  he  burnt 
it  to  the  ground,  and  then  departed  towards  the 
]^orch.  Bgt  after  that  he  had  fettled  his  adaira  there,, 
^d  appointed  governors  in  all  the  towns,  and  places 
^  of  ftrength;  whilft  he  was  making  all  neceflary  prc- 
paraQons.  at  Newark  to  confront  the  barons>  he  fell 
uck>  and  in  a  fhort  time  died^  and  was  buried  at  Wor- 
ceften 

jftfter  his  death  his  fon  Henry  was  by  leveral  of 
tlie  Engliih  nbbiUty  proclaimed  king,  and  in  a  littk 
while,  moft  of  ihe  barons,  who  upon  their  hatred  to 
King  John,  had  maintained  an  open  war  againft  hinv 
qame  in,  and  owned  their  allegiance  to  his  Ion  Henr}', 
though  contrary  to  their  oath  to  Lewis  the  Dauphin. 
A.i>."i7-But  what  was  moft  pernicious  to  the  Welch,  Reynald 
de  Bruce  who  had  all  this  while  maintained  a  confe- 
deracy with-  Prince  Lhewelyn  his  father- in  law  againft 

King 
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Kirtg  )dhrt,  tid(ferfiaHd  tnOSii  fils.peac^  #itK  Ki% 
Hcttty.  Bat  he  ftffffcrcd  fevcrtif  fbr  Ws  treacHciyj 
fw  ydtthg  llhj^s,  iffd  OH^ti  his  nepHe*^  by  hU  rifte^ 
feeing  that  he  iti  whom  th^  pat  tH«ir  ^atiift  coh- 
fidehcfe,  had  dfrcHtfulhf  fbrfilketi  th^.  catnH  iipoh 
hib  tfhh  alt  thdr  pfd#cf,  ^d  took  ftom  HJfh  aifl 
Btielht)  kxce|){iilg  otily  the  ctiftIK  Prince  LKe!ireIyfi 
W49  f)rdertfly  ttade  AcquSirfted  %itH  Bruie's  hrblt^ 
bat  ^  foori  ^9  he  w^  hitortfied  fk^  hh  OiH-iH-hM  w^ 
gan6  dvfcr  tb  the  kMg  of  EfigliHd^  he  vf&nt  in  greai 
fury  to  Brecknoc,  and  laying  flfcgfe  to  the  toWn  of  ^; 
fietMtidhfi  }k  Wis  with'  much  ado  prevailed  upoa 
by  ym/ng  khj§  tb  ttafe  the  fi^  f6r  the  fum  of  a 
hundred  rtiafksj  tfhd  then  cfoffiAfgthe  mounfalrttrus 
part  of  GUtiiKJtgitit  tilled  ihh  Blalck  Moont^hS, 
where  his  tarries  foffcred  vef-y  much,  he  tame  to 
Gwyi*,  and  encamping  alt  Lh^grtte,'  ReynaM  Bruc6 
with  fix  knights  ih  hii  eom^any,  came  t6  me^  Und, 
defiriHg  Iiis  parent  for  Yth  paf^  offence,-  ii^uring  him. 
that  for  the  fotare,  W  afcmld  ht  true  H0  ftithful  t6 
hiihi  tM  W6u1d  do  his'  ehdeivM  te  aflift  hifti  igainft 
the  King  of  England.  Pritrrt  Lhtwelyri  ^ds  tab  good 
mtured  to  rejaa  hii  fabarlffifeit,  knd  fo  did  riot  Ohly 
receive  feift  to  fcs  faV6ur,  bW  biftOWed'  upon  him  al- 
fo  the  cattle  of  Senghehny^hi  whibft  Reynald  ctfmitnit- 
ted  to-  the  caffody  of  Rfc^s  Fycfeta. 

:^ri«rce  LhcW'elyn  h^tn^  ftttKd  all  tfiiiip  iA  g^ 
<>rdef  in  Gwyr,  marched  to  Dyfed  and  being  it  CefA 
Cyn#'archon,  the  Ffetrongs  (ettt  tlieir  Agents  tor  him 
to  defiW  peafce,  which  the  Prinze,  by  ridbh  thiat  they 
always  adheited  to  tU  EftgHfii*  mteretf,  WOCilif  not 
gfaftit  them.  And  fo'  young  Rhys,  htern^  the  fitlt 
ftWtt,  paflM'  the  rivrf  Cfcddir  to  ihcm  the  town,  lor- 
wtrth  bifliop  6^  St.  0aVid*s,  with  tht  reft  Of  \Ai 
clergy  e^nte  ifo  the  prihce  t6.  irttrcat  for  i  piacefot 
die  Fkn*lrig!,  Whitfh  after  a  fong  diebate,  was  grant^ 
<di  and  concluded  upon  tfiefe  trfrmsj  firft.  Thai! 
all  the  inhabitant's  df  Rhos,  and  rhe  country  of  Pcrti- 
iMioke  ihould  fiteiW  Aciiet*  for'wdrd  (vfeir  alfegiande 
t<>  Prince  Lhewelyn,  artd^  evef  ^tei*  acknt)Medge  hik 
fovtreigaty  j  fecoadly,  That  towards  the  defraying  of 
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charges  in  this  expedition,  they  fhould  pay  one  thoiT* 
fand  marks  to  be  delivered  to  him  before  the  enfuing 
feaft  of  St  Michael  5  thirdly.  That  for  the  furc  per- 
fbrmance  of  thefe  articles  they  fhould  deUver  up 
uventy  hoftages,  who  were  to  be  fome  of  the  moft 
principal  perfons  in  their  country^  Then  Prince  Lhe- 
welyn  having  now  brought  all  Wales  fubje&  to  hin>- 
felf,  and  put  matters  in  a  fettled  pofture  in  South 
Wales,  returned  to  North  Wales,  having  purchafed 
very  confiderable  honour  and  efleem  for  his  martial 
atchievements  in  this  expedition. 

And  now  all  matters  of  diflferences  being  adjufted, 
and  the  Welch,  in  good  hopes  of  a  durable  freedom 
from  all  troubles  and  hoftilities  i  another  accident  un* 
happily  fell  out  to  crofs  their  expe&ation.  Lewis  the 
Dauphin  perceiving  the  Englilh  barons  to  flight  and 
forfake  him,  .concluded  a  peace  with  King  Henry,  and 
returned  to  France;  and  then  the  barons,  the  king 
promiling  to  anfwer  all  their  requefts,  and  to  redreS 
their  grievances,  made  their  fubmiflion,  without  in* 
eluding  the  Welch  in  their  articles.  They  had  all  this 
while  gladly  embraced  the  friendfhip  and  aid  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales;  but  now  uppn  their  reconciliation 
to  the  king,  thinking  they  had  no  farther  need  of  hims 
they  very  baTcly  foriook  him,  who  had  been  the  prin- 
cipal fupport  and  fuccour  of  their  caufe.  And  not 
only  fo,  but  they  confbired  together  to  convert  their 
arms  again(l  Wales,  thinking  they  could  without  any 
breach  of  equity  or  confcience,  take  away  the  lands  df 
the  Welch,  to  make  addition  to  what  fome  of  them 
had  already  unjuftly  pofiefled  themfelves  of.  William 
Marital  Earl  of  Pembroke  opened  the  fcenc,  and 
coming  unexpeftedly  upon  the  Welch,  took  the  town 
of  Caerlheon.  But  he  got  nothing  by  this,  for  Rhys 
Fychaa  perceiving  what  he  would  fain  be  at,  rafed 
Senghennyth  caftle,  and  all  the  reft  in  his  cuftody  in 
that  country;  and  banilhing  the  Englifti  with  the'u" 
wives  and-  children,  divided  the  country  betwixt  the 
A.D.iai8.Wclch,  who  kept  fure  pofleffion  of  it.  Prince  Lhe- 
wel}  n  alfo  finding  thofe  to  become  his  foes,  who  had 

.  but 
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Kut  lately  courted  his  friendihip,  and  fearing  left  that 
the  Englifh  being  now  in  arms  fhould  make  any  at* 
tempt  upon  his  caftles,  augmented  the  garrifons  of 
Carmardhyn  and  Aberteifi,  to  make  them  capable  of 
withftanding  the  Englifli,  in  cafe  they  Ihould  come 
againft  them.  But  though  the  Welch  and  Englifh 
were  at  open  variance  and  in  adual  hoftility  one  a* 
gainft  another^  yet  young  Rhys  with  Prince  Lhewc- 
lyn^s  approbation  and  confent,  thought  it  advifeable 
to  go  and  do  homage  to  the  king  of  England^  for 
his  lands '  in  Wales.  This  might  be  thought  a  mat- 
ter of  fupererogation,  to  make  courtfhip  to  one  who 
was  declared  enemy  to  all  the  Welch^^  and  one  that 
would  not  in  all  probability,  fufFer  him  to  enjoy  a 
quiet  poileffion  of  his  eftate,  in  cafe  he  had  ability 
and  opportunity  to  eje£t  him.  But  the  Welch  inte-A.D.i2rf. 
reft  was  in  a  great  meafure  augmehted  by  a  new  al- 
liance with  fome  of  the  moft  powerful  among  the 
Englilh  5  Rhys  Gryc,  Prince  Rhys*s  fon,  being  mar- 
ried to  the  Earl  of  Clare's  daughter  j  and  Marret, 
Prince  Lhewclyn*9  daughter,  to  John  Bruce. 

The  Prince  of  Wales  had  quickly  an  occafion  to  u»o. 
experience  his  power,  for  the  Flemings  in  Dyfed,  who 
had  lately  fworn  allegiance  to  him»  began  now  to  re- 
pent of  what  they  had  but  a  little  time  ago  gladly 
fubmitted  to,  and  contrary  to  their  oaths,  and  the 
league  they  had  fworn  to  obferve,  they  fell  upon  A- 
berteifi  caftle,  which  they  took.  Prince  Lhewelyn 
being  highly  difpleafed  with  the  treacherous  prac* 
tices  of  thefe  perjured  Flemings, ,  marched  with  all 
fpeed  to  Aberteifi,  and  having  recovered  the  caftle, 
which  he  afterwards  rafed,  he  put  all  the  garrifon 
to  the  fword.  Gwys  was  ferved  in  the  fame  manner, 
and  the  town  of  Haverford  was  burnt  to  the  ground, 
and  overrunning  Rhos  and  Daugledhau,  he  committed 
a  lamentable  deftruftion  throughout  the  whole  coun- 
try. This  the  Flemings  received  as  the  due  reward 
of  their  finiftrous  dealing,  which  made  them  quickly 
apprehenfive  of  their  folly,  and  their  imprudeut  be- 
haviour towards  the  Prince  of  Wales  j  and  therefore 
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^HHB .  fPff PWfuUy  fpqAbJ*  bflW  m^f  ttey  were  tQ 
put  ^  ftpp  t€t  hi?  fwth^r  progreft  by  force  of  sgrms> 
they  ipadg  overture?  for  feffa^ion  of  siU  hoftllities  tiU 
thf  May  fpllfiwing,  which  being  granted  them  upoa 
tbfiSt  cpoditiofiSj  Prince  l-l^ewelyn  returned  to  North 
"\V^leii.     In  the  niean  tirne  fome  Weteh  Iprds  beficged 
Bueiht  caftle,    which  W4$  in  tlie   pflfiefiion  of  Rey- 
niild  Bruce,  hqt  before  they  fpui4  ^ak^  jt,  King  Hen- 
ry ferflught  an  army  tp.  the  mwches  and  rai^  the 
fiege,   ^nd  then  marehing  forward  ta  Montgoipcry, 
built  4  new  c^ftle  in  that  tQwn. 
A.'D.xizi.    jhc  ne<t  year  m  unhi^ppy  dificntion  fell  out  hc- 
ttwujt  Prince  Lhcwelyn  ^d  ttis  fon  Gruffydh  this  lat- 
ter having  kept  himfejf  in  ppflfeffiap  pf  the  Cahtrcf  of 
14cripnytb»  cpntrvy  to  the  confent  and  wcU-liking  of 
his  fat;her,      The  I^rinpe  therefore  having  now   no 
great  (pw^   of  Pacwent   abroAd,    was  refolvcd  to 
fpurb  the  infplengy  o^  his  fon,  and  therefore  feot  to 
hi(n  to  ePin^svQd  hi4  appearance*  ^nd  to  v{iih  him 
\o  (kliver  vip  the  Cautref  quietly,  left  he  Ihauld  be 
torced  tQ  take  it  yiolent^  out  of  bis  hands.    Gruf-* 
i^yjdb  W4$   not  in  the  k^&  difmayed  at  his  threaten- 
inga,  bttt  being  refelved  VX  keep  what  at  prefect  he 
enjoyed,  ijvauld  neither  go  ta  his  father^  nor  deliver 
up.  t^e  Cantref  to^  him.    The.  Prince  bein^  enraged 
(h^t  he  fhpuki  befo  flight^  by  his  foo,  made  a.  vehe' 
ment  protefiationo  that  he  would-be fcvcreiy  revenged 
jpoth  of  him  and  aU  his  accomplices ;  and  thetetoie 
coming  to  M^rioayth  with  a  great  ^nay,  was  lefolred 
)a  drive  his  foo  out  of  the  country.    But  Gru%dh 
^ad:  all  ppflible  preparations  to  oppofe  his  father, 
^nd  drew  up  his  forces  to  give  him  battle,  but  when 
t>oth  armies  were  rea^y  to  join,    the  difierenccs   be- 
^ixt  them  was  haf^pily  compofcd,  and  Grufiydh  pre- 
vailed upon  p  make  his  fubmilfion  to  his  father.     But 
the  Prince,   though  he  forgave  his  fon  his  bfience, 
and  received  hirn  to^fifivom:,  \Ypuld  not  however,  per- 
mit him   to   enjoy    Mcrionyth  apd  Ardydwyj   but 
taking  them  away  from  him,  and  building  a  caltie  in 
the  latttr,  retufned  home.     But  he  had  not  conti- 
|Uicd  long  at  his  palaqe  at  Aberffraw,  when  another 
'         '    i  '•'''■    '■■'  occafion 
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occafion  called  him  abroad}  for  young  Rhys  being 
difappointed  of  Aberteifi,  which  in  the  divifioh  of 
South  Wales  was  allotted  to  his  fhare,  forfook  the 

{>rincc,  and  put  himfelf  under  the  protfcftion  of  Wil- 
iam  Marlhal  Earl  of  Pembroke.  Prince  Lhewelyh 
hearing  this,  marched  in  great  hafte  to  Aberyftwyth, 
and  being  defirous  to  punifh  Rhys  for  his  defertidn 
from  his  allegiance  due  to  him,  feized  to  his  own  ufe 
that  caftle,  together  with  all  the  domain  and  lands  be- 
longing to  it.  When  Rhys  undcrftood  what  the  prince 
had  done,  he  prefently  made  his  complaint  to  the  king 
t>f  England,  who  coming  to  Shrewlbury,  and  fending 
for  Prince  Lhewelyn,  adjufted  matters  fo  betwixt 
them,  that  the  Prince  promifed  to  treat  with  Rhys 
for  Aberteifi,  after  the  fame  manner  as  he  had  done 
v^ith  Maelgon  for  Caermardhyn.  And  towards  the 
clofe  of  the  year,  John  Bruce,  Prince  Lhewelyn's  fon- 
in-law,  obtained  leave  to  fortify  Senghennyth  caftle, 
which  m  right  to  the  prince's  grant  to  Reynald  Bruce, 
belonged  to  him.  But  young  Rhys  did  not  long  fuf- 
vivc  the  agreement  betwixt  him  and  Prince  Lhewclyri; 
for  he  died  the  following  year,  and  was  buried  ^t 
Yftratflur ;  after  whofe  cfeath,  the  prince  divided  his 
eftate  betwixt  his  brother  Owen  and  his  uncle  Ma- 
elgon. 

William  •  Marfhal  Earl  of  Pembroke  was  now  mAj>.xxi%, 
Ireland,  and  very  bufy  in  profecuting  the  war  againft 
the  king  a(  England's  enemies  in  that  lyngdom ;  the 
opponunity  of  whofe  abfcnce  Prince  Lhewelyn  takirtg 
^vantage  of,  won  the  caftles  of  Aberteifi  and  Cacf- 
mardhyn,  belonging  to  the  Earl*,  and  putting  bofh 
the  garrifons  to  the  fword,  placed  irt  their  tootrt  a 
iftrong  patty  of  his  own  men.  But  whcnr  the  Ezr\  wis 
informed  of  what  the  Prince  of  Wales  had  done,  he 
prefently  left  Ireland,  and  landed  at  St.  David's  with 
a  great  army,  and  having  recovered  his  caftles^  he 
treated  the  Welch  after  the  fame  manner,  as  Prince' 
Lhewelyn  had  ufed  his  garrifons,  and  paffing  foi^srard 
into  the  prince's  country,  deftroyed  all  before  him  as 
he  went  along.  The  Prince  underftanding  how  vio- 
lently he  came  forward,  fent  his  fon  Gruffydh  with  a 
R4  confidcrablc 
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confiderable    body    of    men   to   checfe    his    fiiiyi 
who  coming  \o  Cydwcly,  and  receiving  intelligence 
^hat  the  magiftrates  of  that  place,  had  a  private  de- 
sign to  betray  him  to  the  enemy,  I)e  put  the  whole 
town  in  JB^mes,  and  burnt  it  to  the  ground,  without 
sparing  either  churches,    or   other   religious  houfes. 
The  Earl  of  )Pcmbroke  had  paffed  the  river  Tywy  at 
Caermardhyi^,  where  Gruflfydh  met  him,    and  gave 
him  battle;  but  the  vjftory  proved  {o  uncertain,  that 
the  night  was  forced  to  part  them ;  and  fo  the  Englifti 
retired  over  the  river.     Matthew  Paris  writer,  that  the 
Earl  obtained  a  very  fignal  viftory,  and  that  of  the 
Welch  therp.werp  nine   thoufand    flain   ^nd   takeci; 
though  tlie  Welch  account,  which  in  this  cafe  is  io 
all  likelihood,  the  bell,  makes  the  whole  army  of  the 
Welch  to  confift  but  of  that  number.    But  both  armies 
having  lain  for  certain  days  in  that  pbfture,  and  the 
river  Tywy  being  betwixt  them  ;  GrufFydh,  by  reafbn 
that  provifion  began  to  grow  fcarce  in  his  camp,  return- 
ed back  i  and  then  the  Earl  decamped,  and  marched  to 
Cilgerran,  where  he.  began  to  build  a  very  ftrong  ca- 
ttle.   But  before  he  could  have  time  to  finilh  it,  he 
received  ah  cxprefs  from  thq  king,  with   orders  to 
come  to  him  ;  and  fo  he  went  by  fea  to  London,  leav- 
ing his  army  at  Cilgerran,  to  continue  the  work  which 
he  had  begun.     Shortly  after,  the  king,  together  witli 
the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  came  to  Ludlow,  and 
fending  for  Prince  Lhewelyn  thither,  they  had  good 
hopes  to  adjuil  all  differences,  and  to  make  ah  ami- 
cable compofition  betwixt  him  and  the  Earl.     But* 
when  this  could  not  be  effefted,  both  parties  (ticking 
clofe  to  their  private  intereft ;  the  Earl  being  aflifted 
by  thi  Earl  of  Derby  and  Henry  Pyggot  Lord  of 
Ewyas,  defigned  to  pafs  by  lapd  to  Pembroke  \  hm 
feis  purpofe  being  difcovered  to  the  prince,   he  de- 
tached his  fon  to  fecurc  the  paflage  of"  Camwylhion, 
and  came  ip  perfon  to  Mahedryd;  which  when  tl^e 
Earl  underffopd,  Ending  it  dangerous  to  profecute  his 
dcfign  any  further,  he  returned  to  England  j  and  then 
|hc  pricce  marched  to  North  Wales.    TIiw:  next  ac- 
"4  tiol^ 
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tian  that  pafled  in  Walcs^  was  fomewhat  rare,  an4A.i>.ia27* 
not  redounding  much  to  the  credit  and  efteem  of  the 
Welch  i  for  Rhys  Fychan,  having  by  fomc  finiftrous 
means  or  other,  taken  his  father  Rhys  Gryc,  contrary 
to  all  filial  affbdion  and  duty,  detained  him  prifoner^ 
and  would  not  let  him  at  liberty,  till  he  had  delivered 
up  Lhanymdhyfri  caftle  to  him.  About  the  fame  time, 
Meredith  Archdeacon  of  Cardigan,  Prince  Rhys*s  fon, 
departed  this  life,  and  was  honourably  interred  at  St. 
David's,  by  his  father. 

But  a  while  afcer,  a  great  ftorm  threatened  the  X2»t. 
Welch  •,  King  Henry  having  raifcd  a  great  army,  was 
refolved  to  make  a  violent  profccution  of  the  Earl  of 
J?eml>roke's  quarrel  againft  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and 
if  poflible,  to  make  all  that  country,  for  ever  fubjeft 
to  the  crown  of  England ;  and  fo  being  advanced 
into  the  marches,  he  encamped  at  Ceri.  Prince  Lhe* 
welyn  on  the  other  hand,  being  informed  of  thefe  • 
mighty  preparations  in  England,  and  underftanding 
that  they  were  intended  againft  him,  did  ufe  all  the 
endeavours  poQible,  to  niake  a  vigorous  refiftance; 
and  having  drawn  together  all  the  forces  he  was  able 
to  levy,  thought  it  his  wifeft  way  to  meet  the  Englifh 
upon  the  marches,  and  not  to  permit  the  enemy  to 
enter  his  country.  Both  armies  being  come  in  fight  of 
l£ach  other^  frequent  (kirmiflies  happened  betwixt 
them  5  but  one  4ay,  almoft  the  whole  armies  engaged^ 
and  after  a  vigqrous  attack  of  both  fides,  the  Englilh 
at  Jaft  got  the  wbrfl:,  and  were  forced  to  retire,  having 
a  great  number  of  men  flain  and  taken  prifonersi 
Among  the  latter,  was  William  Bruce,  Reynald's 
fohj  who  offered  for  his  ranfom  all  Buelht,  toge- 
ther with  a  confiderable  fum,  of  money,  which,  the 
prince  wovjld  not  accept  of.  put  King  Henry  finding 
that  his  army  was  worfted  in  this  rencounter^  thought 
It  beft  to  make  peace  with  the  prince  of  Wales,  which 
t)eihg  concluded,  Lhewelyn  came  to  the  king,  and 
having  paid  Him  all  other  refpeds,  befides  that  of  fub- 
rnifiioh  and  allegiance,  he  returned  in  great  honour 
|c[  North  Wales.    But  this  action  is  fppiewhai  ocher- 
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wife  laid  down  by  Matthew  Paris,  who  writes,  that 
this   flcirmifli  betwixt  the  Engiiih  and  Wdch  hap- 
pened upon  another    account;  for  the  garrifon  of 
Montgomery  ifluing  out  of  the  caftle,  to  enlarge  a 
certain  paflage  leading  through   a  wood,   where  the 
Welch  were  wont  to  rob  and  kill  all  paflengcrs ;  be- 
gan to  felt  the  timber,  and  cut  down  all  the  bufhes 
which  lefiened  the  road,  thereby  to  make  the  pafiagc 
more  clear  and  fecure.    The  Welch  receiving  intel- 
ligence of  this,  came  prefently  upon  him  in  great  num- 
bo's,  and  furprifing  the  enemies,  being  bufy  at  their 
labour,  forced  as  many  as  could  efcape,    to  betake 
tliemfelves  for  refuge  into  the  caftle,  which  afterwards, 
having  firft  caft  a  deep  trench  about  it,  they  finartly 
invefted.    Hubot  de  Burgh,  Lord  Chief  Juftice  di 
England,  and  owner  of  the  cafUe,  having  notice  of 
this,  lent  prefently  to  King  Henry,  defning  his  /peedy 
help  aeainft  the  Wdch,  who  thereupon  came  in  per- 
ibn  witn  part  of  his  army,  and  railed  the  liege.    Then» 
the  reft  of  hi$  forces  being  arrived,  he  marched  into 
the  wood,  which  was  five  miles  in  length,  and  by  rea- 
icm  of  thfc  thicknels  ci  the  growth,,  imps^ble  -,  and 
fot  an  eafy  paflage  through  it,  caufed  it  to  be  burnt 
down.     After  that,  he  led  his  army  farther  into  the 
country,  and  coming  to  an  abbey  called  Cridia,  which 
the  Welch  were  wont  to  take  for  refuge,  he  caufed  it 
to  be  burnt  down  \  but  finding  it  a  very  convenient 
place  for  a  fortrefs,  he  grant^  leave  to  Hubert  dc 
Buigh  to  buikl  a  caftle  there.     But  whilft  the  work 
was  going  on,  the  Welchmen  gauled  the  Englilh,  and 
ikirmiOial  with  them  frequently,  fo  that  many  were 
flain  on  both  fides  i   but  at  laft  WBliam  de  Bruce 
with  many  others  that  went  abroad  to  fetch  provifion, 
was  intercepted  by  the  Welch,   and  taken  prifoncr, 
and  moll:  of  his  company  were  (lain,  amon^  whom, 
one  who  was  knighted  a  lew  days  before,  feemg  Ibme 
of  his.  fellows  in  great  danger,   rufiied  boldly  into 
the  midlt  of  hi$  enemies,  and  after  a  manful  defence; 
bravely  loft  his  life.    Several  of  King  Henry's  men 
were  corrupted  by  Prince  Lhcwclyn,  and  upon  that 
account  took  no  great  pains  to  repulfe  the  enemy; 

which 
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which  when  the  king  perceived,  and  finding  wichai 
that  proviGon  wns  grown  very  fcarce  in  his  camp» 
he  was  forc^  tp  conclude  a^  diflionourable  psaqe 
\vith  the  Welch,  confenting  to  demoiUh  that  cafUci, 
which  with  lb  great  an  cxponce  botk  of  men  and 
money  waa  now  almoft  fiqifhed,  upon  his  own 
charges.  Prince  Lhewelyn  paying  only  three  thou^ 
fand  pounds  towards  it*  Then  both  arn^ies  fepa-^ 
rated.  Prince  Lhewelyn  marching  to  North  Wales, 
and  die  king  leaving  William  Bruce  prifonQr  with  the 
Wekh,  returned  to  England,  having  purchafed  no 
fmall  cU&rcdit  in  this  expedition. 

William  Bruce  was  brought  to  YFales,  and  thereA..2Xi23o« 
had  an  honourable  confinement  in  the  princess  palace; 
but  he  liad  not  continued  there  very  long,  when  he 
began  to  b^  fufpeded  of  being  toa  f%rniliar  with  the 
prince^.  King  Henry's  fiftcf ;  and  as  the  report  went, 
was  taken  in  the  very  a&  of  adultery  ;  fpr  which  the 
prince  cauled  kim  to  he  hanged  forthjv^ith.    About  the 
fame  time,  {^hcwelyii,  Mae^n^s  ibiji  died  in  North 
Waks,  and  w^u  buried  at  Conwey:   and  Maelgon,. 
Prince  Rhys^s  ion  in  South  Wales,  and  was  buried  a^t 
Yftratflur  \  whole  eftate  dcTcended  to  his  fbn  Maelgon^ 
And  a  littie  after,  WiUiam  Marihal  Earl  of  Pembroke  1131. 
died,  one  that  ^ver  entertained  an  inveterate  ennuty  ta 
the  Welch,  and  upon  whofe^account  King  Henvy  had 
chiefly  brought  his  army  into  Wales.     He  was  fuc- 
ipeeded  both  ia  his  title  and  eftate  by  his  brother  Ri* 
chard«  who  was  much  more  iuivourably  inclined  to- 
wards the  Welch,  aad  never  attempted  any  thing  »- 
gainft  thenu    But  the  king  o£  England  was  refolvcd 
to  retrieve  the  honour  he  had  loft  in  the  kte  expedi- 
tion again/l  the  Welch  >  and  therefojre  being  returned 
from  Jsrance,  whither  he  had  made  a  deicenc,  to  re- 
cover what  his  father  had  loft  in  that  kingdom,  he 
came  to  Wales  -,  and  haying  remained  fome  time  in 
file  marches,  he  ]<etuvned  again  to  England,  leaving 
his  army  u^der  the  command  of  Hubert  Burgh  £arl 
of  Kent,  to.  defend  the  marches  againft  arvy  in-road" 
which  the  Welch  might  attempt     And  he  had  not^ 
remained  ;i^e  long  when  hp  received  mteltigence, 
;*"'*'""  that 
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that  a  party  of  Welch  had  entered  the  marches  near 
MfMitgomery,  whom  he  forthwith  purfued,  and  fetdng 
upon  them  furprifedly,  he  put  a  great  number  of 
them  to  the  fword.  Prince  Lhewelyn  hearing  this* 
came  in  perfon  with  a  great  army  to  the  mar(ches, 
and  fitting  before  Montgomery  caftle,  he  forced  Hu- 
bert to  withdraw,  and  then  making  him&lf  mafter  of 
the  place^  he  burnt  it  to  the  ground,  and  put  the 
garnfon  to  the  fword;  the  like  fate  attended  the  caftles 
of  Radnor,  Aberhondhy,  Rhayadr  Gwy,  Caerlheon, 
Neth,  and  Cydwely ;  though  Cacrlhcon  held  out  very 
ftubbornly,  and  the  pxince  had  feveral  of  his  men  de- 
ftroyed  before  the  place.  King  Henry  being  informed  of 
what  miferable  ddfolation  the  Prince  of  Wales  fo  fuc- 
celsfully  committed  upon  his  fubjeds  in  thefe  coun- 
txicsy  had  him  prefently  excommunicated;  and  then 
coming  to  Hereford  ^with  a  nwghty  army,  he  detached 
the  greateft  part  of  it,  with  a  great  number  of  his 
nobility  to  Wales,  Theic  by  the  direftion  of  a  friar 
of  Cymer,  unexpededly  as  they  thought,  fell  upon  a 
party  of  Welch;  who  at  the  firft  encounter  feenied  to 
fly,  till  they  had  allured  the  Englifh  to  purfue  them 
to  a  place  where  a  greater  party  of  Welch  lay  in  ;un- 
bufcade ;  who  rufliing  of  a  fudden  upon  the  Englifh, 
put  them  in  fuch  a  confufion,  that  the  greateft  part  of 
them  was  cut  off.  The  king  being  fenuble^  that  this 
was  a  treacherous  infinuation  of  the  friar,  was  refolved 
to  be  revenged,  by  burnbg  the  abbey  of  Cymer ;  but 
the  prior,  for  three  hundred  marks,  prevented  it;  and 
fo  the  kin^  returned  to  England,  having  efTeAed  np^ 
thing  in  this  expedition,  befides  the  building  of  Mawd 
caftle.  In  the  mean  time,  Maelgon,  fon  of  Maelgon 
ap  Rhys,  laid  fiege  to  Aberteig,  and  having  by  force 
got  entry  into  the  town*  he  put  all  the  inhsibitants  to 
the  fword,  then  deftroyed  all  before  him  to  the  cafUo 
gates,  which  were  fo  ftrongly  fortificdj  that  it  ieemed 
almoft  impra&icable  to  take  it  in  any  fhort  time.  But 
Maelgon,  being  joined  by  his  coufin  Owen,  Grufiydh 
ap  Rhys's  fon,  was  refolved  to  try  the  utmofl  rfiac 
could  be  effefted  ;  and  therefore  taking  with  him 
feme  of  Prince  Lhewelyn's  moft  experienced  officers^ 
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he  brolce  down  the  bridge  upon  the  river  Tcifi,  and 
then  invcfting  the  caftle  more  clofely,  he  fo  battered 
and  undermined  it,  that  he  became  in  a  litde  time 
mailer  of  it. 

The  year  following,  Prince  Lhewelyn  made  a  de^A-D.Mjj* 
(cent  upon  England^  and  having  commkted  very  con- 
fiderable  wafte  and  deftruftioh  upon  the  borders,  he 
returned  to  North  Wales  with  a  rich  booty  both  q£ 
men  and  cattle.  King  Henry,  to  corrcft  the  Welch 
for  thefe  grievous  devaftations,  md  to  prevent  their 
further  incurfions  into  England,  demanded  a  very 
great  fubGdy  of  his  fubje&s  to  C^rry  on  the  war  againft 
the  Welch ;  which  being  granted  him,  he  made  all 
poffible  preparations  for  his  expedition  to  Wales.  In 
the  mean  time,  Randulph  Earl  of  Chefter  died,  and 
was  fucceeded  in  that  honour  by  John  his  filler's  Ion, 
who  was  afterwards  married  to  Prince  *  Lhewelyn^s 
daughter.  But  the  Englifh  in  Wales  being  in  expec- 
tation of  King  Henry's  coming  thither,  began  to  re- 
pair  and  fonify  their  caftles ;  and  particularly,  Ri-  "3J* 
chard  Earl  of  Comwal  rebuilt  Radnor  caftle,  which 
the  prince  had  lately  deftroyed.  Prince  Lhewelyn  was 
fufficiently  fenfible,  that  the  king  of  England  intended 
an  invafion,  and  therefore  to  be  before  hand  with  him, 
he  came  with  an  army  to  Brecknock,  deftroyed  all  the 
towns  and  caftles  throughout  the  country,  excepting 
Brecknock  caftle,  which  held  out  fo  manfully,  that  af- 
ter a  month's  fitting  before  it,  he  was  atlaft  conflrained 
to  raife  the  fiege.  In  his  return  to  North  Wales,  he 
burnt  the  town  of  Clun,  recovered  all  that  country 
calfed  Dyfli-yn  Tefeidiat,  in  the  pofleflion  of  John 
Fitzalan,  deftroyed  Red  caftle  in  Powis,  and  burnt 
Ofweftry.  But  what  happened  very  fortunately  to 
the  Welch,  Richard  Marflial  Earl  of  Pembroke  be- 
ing fallen  at  variance  with  King  Henry,  took  part 
with  Prince  Lhewelyn  ;  with  whom  joined  Hubert  de 
Burgh,  who  had  lately  made  his  efcape  out  of  the  ca- 
ftle of  Devizes,  where  the  king,  upon  fome  articles  of 
information  brought  againft  him,'  bad  committed  him 
to  prifon.  But  the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  attended  by 
Owen  ap  Grufiydh  ap  Rhys,  came  to  St.  David's  ^ 

and 
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and  behig  v^ry  ^lad  of  an  oppoitUDtty  to  revenge 
himielf  Upon  the  king,  flew  every  ote  tbtt  ownfcd 
any  depdndance  upon  the  crown  of  England^    MaeU 

E)n  and  Rhys  Gryc,  with  all  the  force)  of  Pfinoe 
hewelyn,  quiickly  joined  the  £trl;  who  in  their 
inarch  through  the  country^  took  the  ci&ka  of  Cat- 
dyflf^  Aber^fsvennyi  Peneelhy,  BlaeMhefym^  and 
Bwlch  y  Dduia^,  which  all^  e^tcepfmg  Cardyff;  they 
burnt  to  the  ^oundi  The  kids  receiving  intfelligcnoc, 
<hai  the  £«f1  of  Pembroke  had  entered  into  a  confe- 
deracy with  the  Prince  df  Wales,  and  that  Uo  wat  noir 
Uk  open  hoftiliiy  ^inft  his  ftrbje^  in  thilt  o6mifry, 

fithered  a.  very  rSrmidable  tfrriiy^  confilHfi^  bbfides 
ngliifas  cxf  ^loniiA^  Kormari),  and  Ga^ctiigna^  and 
coming  to  WafeS,  he  edtaiftj^d  at  Groiinont^  where 
the  ^«rl,  with  the  Welch  army  tAet  him.  Bnt  when 
the  EnglKh  would  have  endeavoured  tx>  advance  ftiF- 
ther  into  the  coudtfy,  the  Weidh  oppofiM  them^  and 
ib  a  battle  enfiied^.  wherein  th6  EngKfk  Utt  fire  Inm- 
dred  borfe,  befides  a  far  greater  humbcr  ^f  their  iq- 
famry.  The  Wekh-^haVing  gained  a  tonfidbrable 
vi&ory  Wi  this  aS^bn^.  the  king  wte  advifed  ta  with- 
draw his  forces^  lor  hat  lefl:  that  th6  Welch  Ibould 
aglain  fet  vqpom  them,  4nd  fo  fulbltn  a  greater  Jofs, 
which  counfel  the  king  willingly  hearken^  nbtOt  and 
fo  he  returned  for  £ngla£KL  The  £n^i&  being 
.withdiFawn^  the  Etfrl  likdwife  decampdd;  and  marched 
to  CattrnHudfaya,  which  he  befitged  ?  but  alter  three 
months  vsun  al&ult»  the  saiYifon  moft  bravely  de- 
fending the  place  ^  and^  the  Englifh  fleets  faarin^ 
thrown  in  new  provifions^  he  thought  it  ntoft  suhHk^ 
able  to^  f  aife  the  ikg0.  Shortly  ^tier,  Rhys  Gryc,  fon 
to  Prince  Rhys  died  at  Lhandeilo  Fawf^  and  y/hm  ho^ 
nouraMy  interred  by  his  father  at  St.  David's.  About 
the  fame  time,  Maelgon  Fychan^  Madgui  ap  Rhys's 
ibn^  finiflied  Trefilea»  caftle^  which  Was*  b^on  ia 
his  father's  time. 
A.D.  xs34«  Kin^  Ifenry  was  not  willing  to  hazard  any  more 
campaigns  in  Wales;  and  therefore  ho  appointed  Joha 
of  Monmouth,  a  greati  Mdkt  and  general  of  the  Em . 
glilh  forces^  warden  of  the  marches  of  Wales  y  who 

thinking 
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thinking  to  get  to  himfelf  an  eternal  name  in  conr 
quering  the  Welch^  raifed  all  the  power  he  could  ^ 
and  imagining  ihat  the  Welch  could  not  be  privy  to 
his  purpofe^  be  apprehended  he  could  fall  upon  the 
Earl  Marlhal  unexpeded.  But  in  this»  he  wa&  to  his 
forrow  mod:  widely  miftaken  ;  for  the  Earl  having  re- 
ceived private  intimation  of  his  defign,  hid  himfelf  ia 
a  certain,  wood,  by  which  the  Englim  were  to  march  i 
and  when  they  were  come  fo  far,  the  Welch  of  a  fu4-» 
den  gave  a  great  fliout^  and  leaping  out  of  the  place  ^ 
they  had  ablconded  themfelves  in,  they  fell  upon  the 
£ngliih»  being  unprovided;  .and  putung  their  whole 
army  to  fl^t,  th^  flew  an  infinite  number  both  o£ 
the  En^lifh  and  their  auxiliaries.  John  of  Monmooch 
himfelTmade  kb  efcape  by  flight ;  but  the  Earl  Mar- 
flial  entering  his  country,  deftroyed  it  with  fire  and 
fword*  And  what  added  to  the  mifery  of  the  Ea- 
glifli.  Prince  Lhewdyn  in  the  week  after  Epiphanyn 
jpining  the  Earl  Marflial,  made  an  incurfioa  into  the 
king's  territories,  deflroying  all  before  them,  from  the 
confines  of  Wales  to  Shrewsbury  ^  a  great  part  of  which 
they  laid  in  aflies.  King  Henry  was  ^1  this  while 
with  the  bifliop  of  Winchefler  at  Glocefter,  and  for 
want  of  fufHcient  power  or  courage  to  confront  the 
enemy,  durft  not  take  die  field  ^  of  whkh  being  as 
length  perfedly  afliamed,  he  removed  to  Winchefl:ery 
leaving  the  marches  naked  ta  the  mercy  of  the  enemy* 
And  now,  there  being  no  apprehenfion  of  feap  from, 
the  Engliib,  the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  by  the  coun&l 
of.  Geofirey  de  Marifco,  tran^rted  his  army  into 
Ireland,  thinking  to  obtain  a  conqueil  in  that  kiagr 
dom ;  but  ia  the  firfl:  encounter  with  the  Irifli,  he  was 
unfortunately  flaia  through  the  treachery  of  his  own 
men:  and  lb  his  eftate  and  title  defcended  to  his  bro« 
ther  Gilbert, 

But  King  Henry  finding  it  imprafticable  to  force 
the  Welch  to  a  fubmiflipn,  and  being  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  we^  of  continual  wars  and  inceflant  hoftilities, 
thought  it  his  befl:  prudence  to  make  ibme  honourable 
agreement  with  the  Prince  of  Wales ;  and  therefore 
he  deputed  Edmund  Archbifliop  of  Canterbury,  the 

bifhops 
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bifhops  of  Rocheftcr,  Coventry,  Litchfield  and  Che* 
fter,  to  treat  with  Prince  Lhewclyn  ^boufc  a  peace. 
When  the  king  came  to  meet  with  thdm  in  their  re- 
turn from -this  negociation,  being  at  Woodftock,  he 
was  certified  of  the  death  of  the  Eaf  1  of  Pembroke, 
which  he  took  fo  much  to  heart,  that  he  prefently 
melted  into  tears,  being  afflided  fof  the  death  of  fo 
great  a  pcrfon,  whom  he  openly  declared  had  not  left 
his  fecond  in  all  his  kingdom.  Going  from  thence  to 
Glocefler,  he  met  with  the  archbiftiop  and  biihops, 
♦  Seethe  who  delivered  to  him  the  *  form  of  the  treaty  of  peace 

Appendix,  ^ith  Prince  Lhewelyn,  which  he  would  not  conclude, 
unlefs  upon  this  condition ;  That  all  the  Englifli  no- 
bility who  were  confederated  with  him,  and  by  evil 
counfel  were  exiled,  fliould  be  recalled,  and  refVorcd 
to  the  king's  favour.  *  The  Archbifliop  further  ac- 
quainted his  Majefty  With  what  difficulty  he  ^ad 
brought  the  matter  to  this  conclufion,  being  {otoedmcs 
forc^  to  ^dd  threatenings  on  the  king's  behalf,  with 
his  clergy  \  to  which  menaces  the  prince  is  fatd  to  have 
anfwered.  That  he  bore  more  regard  to  the  king's 
eharity*  and  piety,  than  he  did  fear  his  arms,  or  dread 
his  clergy.  But  the  king,  who  was  very  defirous  of 
a  peace,  readily  confcnted  to  what  the  prince  re- 
quired; and  therefore  he  ifiued  out  his  letters,  re- 
calling all  the  nobles  who  were  outlawed,  or  other- 
wife  exiled,  requiring  them  to  appear  at  Gloccfter, 
lipon^  Sunday  next  before  Afcenfion-day,  where  they 
fhould  receive. their  pardons,  and  be  reftorcd  to  then- 
eftates,  which  the  king  had  taken  into  his  own 
hands. 

The  peace  being  thus  concluded  betwixt  the  En- 
jli/h  and  Welch,  Prince  Lhewelyn  fet  his  fon  Gruf- 
/dh  at  libertyi  whom  for  his  difobedient  and  rcftlels 
humour  he  had  detained  in  clofe  prifon  for  the  fpacc 
of  fix  years.  About  the  fame  time,  Cadwalhon  ap 
Maelgon  of  Mclienydh,  departed  this  life,  who  was 
•  quicldy  followed  by  Owen,  Gruftydh  ap  Rhys's  fon, 
a  pcrfon  of  great  worrii,  and  exceedingly  beloved,  and 

A.D.xiS5.^^s  buried  at  Yftratfiur,  by  his  brother  Rhys.     And 
'  the  ycaf  following  died  Owen  ap  Meredith  ap  Rotpert 
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cf  Cydcwen  J  and  not  long  after  him,  Madawc  theA,D.i«36, 
fon  of  GrufFydh  Mayelor,  Lord  of  Bromficld,  Chirk, 
and  Yale,  who  was  buried  at  the  abbey  of  Lhan  Eg- 
weft,  of  Vale  Crucis,  which  he  had  built ;  leaving  if- 
fue  behind  him  one  forty  called  Gruffydh,  who  fuc- 
ceedcd  into  the  pofleffion  of  all  thel'e  lordfhips.     A  ^ 

little  after,  Gilbert  Earl  of  Pembroke,  got  by  treachery 
Marchen  caftle,  which  belonged  to  Morgan  ap  Hovvel, 
and  fortified  the  fame  very  ftrongly,  for  fear  of  Prince 
Lhewelyn.  The  next  fpring  Joan,  King  John's  daugh-  "37. 
ter,  and  Princefs  of  Wales,  departed  this  life,  and  was 
buried,  according  to  her  own  dcfire,  upon  the  fea- 
fhorc,  at  a  place  called  Lhanfaes;  in  the  ifle  of  An- 
glefeyj  where  the  Prince,  in  memory  of  her,  after- 
wards founded  a  religious  houfe,  for  the  order  of 
mendicant  friars.  About  the  fame  time  alio  died  John 
Scot,  Earl  of  Chcfter,  without  any  iflue,  upon  which 
account  the  king  feized  that  earldom  into  his  own 
hands.  Hugh  Lupus  was  the  firft  that  fnjoyed  this 
honour,  who  coming  over  to  England  with  the  Con- 
queror, was  by  him  created  iEarl  of  Chcfter,  and 
fword-bearer  of  England ;  Habendum  Of  tenendum  die- 
turn  comttatum  Ceftria^  fibi  £s?  baredibus  fuisy  ita  libere 
ad  gladiumy  ficut  ipferex  tot  am  tenebat  Angliapt  ad  coror 
nam  :  To  h^ve  and  to  hold  the  faid  county  of  Chefter, 
to  him  and  his  heirs  by  right  of  the  fword,  fo  freely 
and  fecurely  as  the  king  held  thg  realm  of  England  in 
the  right  of  the  crown.  Aftpr  five  defcents,  Randulph 
JBohun  came  to  be  Earl  of  Chefter,  who  was  uncle 
to  this  John,  the  laft  Earl.  This  Randulph  had  fe- 
veral  encounters  with  Prince  Lhewelyn,  an$i  was  in 
continual  agitation  againft  him ;  but  once  more  par- 
ticularly, meeting  with  the  Prince,  and  bpjng  fcnfible 
of  his  inability  to  withftand  him,  he  was  obliged  to 
retire  for  refuge  to  the  caftle  of  Ruthlan,  which  the 
prince  prcfently  befieged.  Randulph  perceiving  hin)- 
lelf  to  be  in  dancer,  fent  to  Roger  Lacy,  conftable 
of  Chefter,  requcmng  him  to  raife  what  ftrengthi  he 
could  polCble,  and  come  to  fuccour  him  in  this  e^ptremi- 
ty.  Wherefore  Lacy  having  received  this  expr^fs,  called 
to  him  prefently  all  his  friends,  defiring  them  to  make 

S.  all 
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all  the  endeavours  imaginable  to  rcfcuc  the  Earl  from 
that   imminent   danger  which  fo  leverely   threatened 
him:  at  whofc  reqiieft,  Ralph  Button,  his  fon-in-law, 
a  valourous  youth,  aflembled  together  all  the  players 
and  muficians,  and  fuch  as  then,  being  fair- rime,  had 
met  to  make  merry ;  and  prefenting  them  to  the  con- 
ftable,  he  forthwith  marched  to  Ruthlan,  raifed  tho 
fiege,  and  delivered  the  Earl  from  all  his  fcar.     In  re- 
compence  of  this  ftrvice,  the  Earl  granted  the  coa-r 
ftabk  fevcral  freedoms  and  privileges;  and  to  Dutton 
the  ruling  and  ordering  all  players  and  muficians  with- 
in the  faid  country,  to  be  enjoyed  by  his  heirs  for  ever, 
A. D.  1238.     In  the  year  1238,  Prince  Lhewelyn  being  difcom- 
pofed  in  body,  called  unto  him  all  the  lords  and  barons 
of  Wales  to  Yftratflur,  where  each  of  them  fwore 
to  remain  true  and  faithful  fubjeds,  and  did  homage 
to  David,  Lhewclyn's  fon,  whom  he  had  named  to 
fucceed  him.      Matthew  Paris  writes.  That  Prince 
Lhewelyn  being  impotent  by  reafon  of  a  palfy,  and 
fore  difquieted  by  his  fon  Gruffydh,  fent  ambafladors 
to  the  king  of  England,  fignifying  to  him,  that  for  as 
much  as  he  could  not  exped  to  live  long,  by  reafon 
of  his  age,  he  was  defirous  to  lead  the  remainder  of 
his  days  in  peace  and  tranquility :  and  therefore  now 
purposed  to  fubmif  himfelf  to  the  government  and 
proteftion  of  the  king,  and  would  hold  his  lands  of 
him  i  promifing  withal,  that  whenever  the  king  fhould 
ftand  in  need  of  hi?  help,  he  would  ferve  him  both 
with  men  and  money,  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power. 
The  bifhops  of  Hereford  and  Chefter  were  fent  me- 
diators  in  this  behalf,  though  fon^  of  the  nobility  of 
Wales  openly  and  peremptorily  withftood  it,  and  upon 
no  Condition  whatfoever  would  accept  of  fuch  a  peace. 
But  David  being  declareji  fucceffor  to  tlie  principality, 
began  to  plague  his  brother  Gruflf^'dh,  who  though  el- 
der, was  yet  bafe-born  5  and  took  from  him  Aruftly, 
Ceri,  Cyfeilioc,  Mowdhwy,  Mochnant,  and  Careneon^ 
and  let  him  only  enjoy  the  Cantref  oif  Lhyn.     But  a 
little  afterwards  he  difpofltflcd  him  of  all, :  and  con- 
trary to  his  oath  to  the  bifliop  of  Bangor,  in  whofe 
|)rote&ion  GruSydh  then  remained^^-toolc  him  prifoner^ 

having 
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having  upon  promifc  of  no  violence,  obtained  to  fpeak 
with  him,  and  fent  him  toCricieth  caftle.  But  whilft  theic a.d.  1240, 
two  brothers  continued  to  entertain  an  irreconciteable 
odium  one  to  another,  their  father  Prince  Lhewelyn 
ap  lorwerth,  to  the  great  grief  and  diflatisfadion  of  all 
the  Welch,  departed  this  life,  and  was  very  honourably 
interred  in  the  abbey  of  Conwey,  after  he  had  reigned 
fix  and  fifty  years.  He  was  a  prince  of  great  courage 
and  audacity,  and  had  no  lefs  prudence  in  contriving, 
than  boldnefs  in  executing  any  martial  adventure ;  he 
was  a  great  fupport  to  the  Welch,  and  no  lefs  a  plague 
to  the  Englifti ;  he  made  very  confidcrable  conquefts 
upon  the  borders,  and  extended  the  frontiers  of  Wales, 
much  beyond  their  former  limits.  He  had  iflue  by  his'^ 
only  wife  Joan,  daughter  to  King  John  of  England, 
one  fon  called  David,  who  afterwards  fucceeded  in  the 
principality  of  Wales;  and  a  daughter  named  Gladys, 
who  was  married  to  Sir  Ralph  Mortimer,  He  had 
alio  a  bafe  fon,  named  GrufFydh,  whom  his  brother 
David  kept  a  clofe  prifoner  to  his  dying  day. 


DAVID    A?    LHEWELYN. 


X  R I N  C  E  Lhewelyn  ap  lorwerth  being  dcceafed, 
his  only  legitimate  fon  David,  whom  all  the  barons 
of  Wales  had,  as  is  faid,  in  his  father's  life-tjme  fworn 
to  obey,  legally  fucceeded  in  the.  government ;  wherein 
being  aftually  confirmed,  he  went  to  the  king  of  Eng- 
land to  Glocefter,  and  there  did  him  homage  *  for  his    *sccAp. 
principality.     Then  all  the  barons,  both  Englifh  andr^nJU. 
Welch  who  held  any  lands  in  Wales,   in  like  manner 
did  homage  and  fealty  for  the  fame.     But  the  Englifli  • 
could  not  long  refrain   from   their  wonted  hoftilites 
towards  the  Welch  j  and  thereupon  Gilbert  Marlhal, 

S  2  taking 
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taking  advantage  of  this  revolution,  before  mattcrf 
were  thoroughly  fetfled,  bought  an  army  before  the 
caftie  of  Abertcifi,  which  being  delivered  up  to  him, 
he  fortified  with  a  ftrong  garriibn.     Prinpe  Pavid  was 
as  yet  j^oo  weak  to  appear  in  the  field  \  and  indeed  the 
more,  by  rcafon  that  l^veral  of  his  nobility  and  others, 
could  nbt  afreftionisitely  lov^  him,  fcr  that  unnatural 
fpleen  he  (hewed  to  his  brother  Gruftyuh,  whom,  for 
up  vifible  reafon,  he  detained  in  clolv-  cuilody.     But 
above  the  reft,  Richard  bifliop  of  Bangor,  ftormed  at 
'     the  Prince,  and  finding  tliat  he  violated  his  promife, 
in  fetting  his  brother  ut  liberty,  whom  under  pretence 
of  an  amicable  confultation  he  had  fraudulently  fcized 
\ipon  in  the  bilhop's  prefcnce,  wiihouc  more  ado  ex- 
communicated him ;    and  then  retiring  to  England, 
made  a  very  quprimonious  relation  of  the  ^hole  mat- 
ter to  the  king,  dcfiring  to  releafe  GrufFydKout  of 
prifon,  before  the  rumour  of  fo  heinous  a  fad  Dioutd 
reach  the  court  of  Ilome,  and  fo  rcflcd  upon  his  Ma- 
jefty*s  reputation.     King  Heiiry  thereupon  fent  to  his 
nephew.  Prince  David,  blaming  him  highly  for  fuch 
a  treacherous  aftion,  and  dealing  fo  feverely  with  his 
brother ;  and  then  earneftly  rcquefted  him  to  deliver 
GrufFydh  out  of  cuftody,  both  to  lave  himfelf  from 
perpetual  defamation,   and  to  deferve  an  abfolutioa 
from  the    fevere   fentcnce  pronounced  againfl    him. 
But  David  abfolutely  refqfed  to  pomply  to  fbe  king's 
defirc,  afluring  him,  that  Wales  could  never  enjoy  a 
peaceable  time,  as  long  as  his  brodier  Gruflfydh  had 
his  liberty.  '  ^       -^ 

GrufFydh  bein^  acquaint^  with  his  brother's  refo- 
lution,  and  thinking  that  thereby  he  had  unavoidably 
difplealed  the  king  of  England,  privately  fent  to  King 
Henry,  afluring  him,  that  if  by  force  he  would  deli- 
ver him  but  of  prilbn,  he  would  not  only  hold  his 
lands  for  f yer  frdm  him,  but  alfo  pay  him  the  yearly 
acknowledgment  of  three  hundred  marks ;  offering 
both  to  give  his  corporal  oath,  and  deliver  up  fu^ 
tec.ent  pledges  for  the  performance  of  it;  and  withal 
to  aflift  the  king  with  all  his  power  in  bringing  in 

*     '  the 


TikE  HISTORY  OP  WALES.  261 

the  reft  of  the  Wiclch  to  his  fubjcaioji.  Moreover^ 
Gruffydh  ap  Madawc,  Lord  of  Brom field;  poficivel/ 
alTured  the  king,  that  in  cafe  he  would  lead  an  army* 
*into  Wales,  to  revenge  the  falfity  and  injurious  prac-* 
tices  of  David,  he  would  give  him  all  poflible  aid  and 
afliftance.  Indeed,  King  Henry,  belides  this  folemn 
invitation,  had  no  weak  pretence  to  come  to  Wales  1 
for  Richard,  bifhop  of  Bangor,  a  fiery  man,  had  pro- 
fecuted  the  matter  fo  warmly  at  Rome,  that  he  ob- 
tained of  the  Pope  alfo  to  excommunicate  David^ 
which  excommunication  bein^  denounced  againft  him^ 
his  lands  were  pretendedly  forfeited.  Buc  the  king 
being  chiefly  allured  with  the  promifcs  of  the  Welch 
in  the  behalf  of  Grufiydh,  levied  a  very  formidable 
army  to  lead  to  Wales ;  ftriftly  commanding  by  pro** 
clamationt  all  the  Englifli,  who  owed  him  any  martial 
fervice,  to  repair  armed  to  Gloceftcr,  by  the  beginning 
of  Autumn.  This  rendezvous  being  accordingly  per*- 
formed,  the  king  came  thither  in  perfon  at  the  time 
appoinred,  and  having  regulated  his  troops,  and  put 
all  matters  in  convenient  order,  he  marched  to  Shrewf^ 
bury,  where  he  remained  fifteen  days  to  rcfrefh  his 
army.  During  his  ftay  there  feveral  of  the  nobility 
became  fuitors  unto  him  on  behalf  of  Gruflfydh,  whofe 
condition  they  defired  he  would  commiferate  i  among 
whom  were,  Ralph  Lord  Mortimer  of  Wig  more,  Wal- 
ter Clifford,  Roger  de  Monte  Alto,  Steward  of  Chefter^ 
Maelgon  ap  Maelgon,  Meredith  ap  Rotpert  Lord  of 
Cydcwcn,  Gruffydh  ap  Madawc  of  Bromfitld,  Howel 
and  Meredith  the  fons  of  Conan  ap  Owen  Gwynedh, 
and  Gruffydh  ap  Gwenwvnwyn  Lord  of  Powis.  Thefc 
noblemen  prevailed  fo  far  with  King  Henry,  that  a 
leasue  was  concluded  between  him  and  Senena  the 
wite  of  Gruffydh.  For  the  performanc«  q(  thefe  aj*-  ^^  Ap- 
ticles,  the  aforefaid  noblemen  oflfered  to  be  fecuri^tics,?***^*** 
and  bound  themfelves  by  their  feveral  writings.  But  see  Ap* 
as  if  all  things  had  confpited  together  againft  Prince  Da^P**^*^ 
vid,  ieveral  perfons  that  had  been  at  continual  variance 
and  enmity  among  themfelves  to  this  time,  were  now^ 
by  Pealbn  that  they  eqisoUy  favoured  GrufFydh's  caufe, 
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made  friends  among  pne  another :  Morgan  ap  Howcl 

Lord  of  Cery,  made  his  reconciliation  to  Sir  Ralph 

Mortimer,  and   his  fubmiflion  to  King  Henry,  in  a 

Sec  Ap-vcry  folemn  manner  :  in  the  fame  form  fcveral  others 

pendix.  ^f  ^j^^  nobility,  fubmitted  to  the  king  -,  as,  Owen  zp 
Howel,  Maelgon  ap  Maelgon,  Meredith  ap  Meredith, 
Howel  ap  Cadwalhon,  and  Cadwalhon  ap  Howel, 
David  finding  himfelf  thus  rclinquilhed  by  the  grcatcft 
pare  of  his  nobility,  and  particularly  by  Gruftydh  ap 
Madawc,  Lord  of  Bt*omfieldi,  whom  he  chiefly  feared, 
by  reafon  of  his  great  wifdom  and  power,  and  that  he 
was  much  efteemed  by  the  king  of  England,  could 
not  eafily  conclude  how  to  carry  himfelf  in  this  per- 
plexity of  affairs.  But  in  fine,  confidering  with 
himfelf  what  a  puiflant  armj  King  Henry  brought 
againft  him,  and  how  himfcli  was  confiderably  weak- 
ened by  the  defcdtion  of  his  fubje6h,  he  thought  it 
moft  advifeable  to  truckle  to  the  king  •,  and  therefore 
with  all  fpeed  fent  him  his  fubmiflion. 
Sec  Af-     Prince  David  having  given  a  plenary  fubmifiion 

i^"^  to  the  king,  defined,  that  being  his  nephew,  and  the 
lawful  heir  and  fucceffor  of  his  father  Prince  Lhe- 
welyn,  he  fhould  enjoy  the  principality  of  Wales,  ra- 
ther than  Gruffydh,  who  was  ill^timate,  and  in  no 
wife  related  to  the  king;  aifuring  him  fuitlicr,  that 
the  war  would  never  be  at  an  end,  if  he  was  fct  at 
liberty.  King  Henry  knowing  well  the  truth  of  all 
this,  and  withal  being  affured  that  Gruffydh  was  not 
only  valiant  himfelf,  but  had  likewife  very  jwwerful 
abettors  and  promoters  of  his  cauie,  was  very  in- 
clinable to  affent  to  David's  requeft,  and  to  prevent 
any  farther  troubles,  willingly  granted  it.  There- 
fore David  in  a  while  after  fent  his  brother  Gruffydh 
to  the  king,  together  with  the  pledges  promiled  for 
the  performance  of  the  articles  lately  ^reed  upon; 
who  were  all  fent  to  the  tower  of  London  to  be  kept 
in  fafe  cuftody ;  Gruffydh  being  allowed  a  noble  a- 
day  to  provide  himfelf  with  neceffaries.  Shortly  af- 
ter, David  came  himfelf  to  London,  and  after  he  had 
done  his  homage,  and  fworn  fealty  to  the  king  of 
England)  returned  to  Wales,    being  honourably  and 

peaceably 
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peaceably  difmiffcd.  But  as  foOn  as  Gruffydh  found 
ouc  King  Henry's  mind,  and  that  it  was  the  Icaft  part 
of  his  dtfign  to  fet  him  at  liberty,  having  flatly  dc* 
nied  the  bifhop  of  Bangor  his  requeft  therein ;  he  be- 
gan to  fet  his  brains  a-working,  and  to  devife  means 
whereby  he  might  make  his  el'cape  out  of  the  tower. 
Whereupon,  hattring  one  night  deceived  his*  keepers, 
he  let  himfetf  down  from  the  top  of  the  building, 
by  a  line  which  he  had  compofed  out  of  the  (heecs  and 
hangings  of  the  room ;  which  being  too  weak  to  bear 
his  Weight,  being  a  heavy  corpulent  peribn^  let  him 
down  headlong  to  the  ground;  by  the  greatnefe  of 
which  fall  he  was  crufhed  to  pieces,  and  fo  prcfently 
expired.  King  Henry  being  informed  of  this  unhap- 
py accident,  leverely  puniftied  the  officers  for  their 
inexculablc  careleffnels ;  and  ordered  that  his  fon,  who 
was  kept  prifoner  with  him  in  the  tower,  (houid  he. 
more  narrowly  obferved. 

After  this  King  Henry  fortified  the  caftle  of  Dy- 
ferth  in  FUntlhire  j  and  tor  their  paft  fervicc,  or  rather 
to  oblige  them  to  the  like  afteri  granted  to  Gruffydh 
ap  Gwenwynwyn  al4  his  eftate  in  Powis,  and  to  the 
fens  of  Conan  ap  Owen  Gwynedh  their  lands  in  Me- 
rioneth; And  the  next  year  Maelgon  Fychan  forti--^^-'*4»- 
'fied  the  caftle  of  Garthgrugyn^  John  de  Mynoc  the 
caftle  of  Buclht,  and  Roger  Mortimer  that  of  Mriy-  1*43- 
cnyth.  But  all  thefe  preparations  were  to  no  pur- 
pofe ;  for  the  following  year  early.  King  Henry  came 
with  an  army  into  Wales,  and  b^gan  very  unfeafon- 
ably  to  moleft  the  Welch,  and  without  any  juft  pre- 
tence forcibly  to  feize  upon  thtir  lands  and  eftat^s. 
Indeed,  after  the  death  of  GrwfFydh,  he  had  a  mind 
no  longer  to  keep  his  promife  to  David,  and  there- 
fore entitled  his  eldeft  fbn-  Edward  to  the  priricipaliny 
o(  Wales,  whom  he  thought  to  oblige  the  Welch  to 
obey.  But  Prince  David  underftanding  his  defign, 
levied  all  his  power  for  the  defence  of  his  juft  right; 
yet  finding  himfelf  unable  to  withftand  the  army  of 
the  EngUfli,  purpofed  to  efife6t  that  by  policy  which 
he  could  not  attain  by  force.     He  fent  thereforiir  tb 
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the  Pope,  complaining  how  that  King  Henry  of  Eng- 
land compelled  him  unjuftly  to  hold  his  lands  of  him, 
and  that  upon  no  legal  pretence  he  feized  the  eftates 
of  the  Welch  at  his  pleafure  \  telling  him  moreover, 
that  Prince  Lhewelyn  his  father  had  left  him  and  the 
principality  of  Wales  to  the  protedion  of  the  lee  of 
Rome,  to  which  he  was  willing  to  pay  the  yearly  fum 
of  five  hundred  marks,  obliging  himielf  and  his  fuc- 
ceflbr^  by  oath,  for  the  due  performance  of  this  pay- 
ment. The  Pope  (you  may  be  fure)  gladly  accepted 
of  the  offer,  and  thereupon  gave  commiflion  to  cbe 
two  abbots  of  Aberconwey  and  Cymer,  to  ab(blve 
David  from  his  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  king  of 
.  England,  and  having  enquired  into  the  whole  ftace  of 
the  quarrel,  to  tranfmit  an  account  of  it  to  him.  The 
Sec  Ap* abbots  according  to  their  commifTion,  directed  a  very 

f^^*  pofitive  mandate  to  the  king  of  England,  King  Henry 
admiring  the  ftrange  prefumption  and  confidence  cf 
-  thcfe  abbots,  or  more  the  unfatiable  avarice  and  greedi- 
nefs  of  the  Pope,  fcnt  alfo  to  Rome;  and  with  a 
greater  fum  of  money,  eafily  adjuited  all  matters:  his 
Holinefs  being  very  defirous  to  make  the  beft  ad« 
vantage  of  both  parties. 

But  Prince  David  finding  that  the  Pope  minded  his 
own  gain,  more  than  to  juftify  his  complaints  ag^nft 
the  king  of  England,  thought  it  to  no  purpofe  to  re- 
ly upon  his  faiui,  but  judged  it  more  advifeablc  to 
vindicate  himfelf  by  force  of  arms.  Having  there- 
fore gathered  his  forces  together,  (being  now  recon- 
ciled to,  and  followed  by  all  the  nobility  of  Wales, 
.^xc^ting  Gruffydh  ap  Gwenwynwyn  and  Morgan  ap 
'  Howel,  who  alfo  fhortly  after  fubmitted  to  him,)  he 
drew  up  hisaftny  to  the  marches,  intending  to  be  re- 
venged upon  the  Earls  of  Clare  and  Hereford,  John 
de  Monmouth,  Roger  de  Monte  Alto,  and  others, 
who  injured  and  opprefled  his  people  $  with  whom  he 

A.D.  xi45.fought  divers  times,  and  wi^h  various  fuccefs.  But  in 
the  Lent-time  next  year,  the  Marchers  and  the  Welch 
met  near  Montgomery,  between  whom  was  fought  a 
very  fevere  battle  i  the  governor  of  that  caftle  being 
general  of  the  £nglifh|  and  having  cunningly  placed 

an 
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an  ambufcade  6f  men,  pretended,  after  fome  ihort 
errgagemcnt,  to  flee,  whom  the  Welch  daringly 
purfued,  not  thinking  of  any  treachery.  But  as 
foon  as  they  were  paft  the  ambuihment,  up  rifes 
an  uncxpcfted  party  of  men,  who  falling  upon 
the  backs  of  the  Welch,  put  them  to  a  very  great 
diforder,  and  killed  about  three  hundred  men,  not 
without  a  confiderable  lots  of  their  own  fide,  among 
whom  was  flain  a  valiant  knight  called  Hubert  Fitz- 
Matthew.  But  King  Henry  being  weary  of  thefc 
perpetual  flcirmifhes  and  daily  clafliings  between  the 
Engliih  and  Welch,  thought  to  put  an  end  to  the 
whole  with  one  ftroke;  and  therefore  raifed  a  very 
great  army  of  Englifli  and  Gafcoigns,  and  entered 
into  North  Wales,  purpofing  to  wafte  and  dcftroy 
the  country.  But  before  he  could  advance  very  far. 
Prince  David  intercepted  him  in  a  narrow  pafs,  and 
fo  violently  fet  upon  him,  that  a  great  number  of  his 
nobility  and  braved  foldiers,  and  in  a  manner  all  the 
Gafcoigns  were  fjisin.  The  king  finding  he  could  ef-* 
fc6t  nothing  againft  the  Welch,  invited  over  the  Irifh, 
who  landing  in  Anglefey,  began  to  pillage  and  wafte 
the  country ;  but  the  inhabitants  gathering  themfelves 
together  in  a  body,  quickly  forced  them  to  their 
fliips :  after  which.  King  Henry  having  vidualled 
and  manned  all  his  caftles,  returneft  diifatisfied  to 
England. 

But  concerning  this  expedition  to  Wales,  and  the 
continuance,  of  the  Englifa  army  therein,  a  certain 
perfon  in  the  camp,  wrote  to  this  cSc6t  to  his  friends  Mtc  Faxis. 
in  England :  *  The  king  with  his  army  is  encamped 
at  Gannock,  and  is  bufy  in  fortifying  that  place,  fuf- 
ficiently  ftrong  already,  about  which  we  lay  in  our 
tents,  in  watching,  fafting,  praying,  and  freezing. 
We  watch  for  fear  of  the  Welch,  who  were  ufed  to 
come  fuddenly  upon  us  in  the  night-time  :  we  faft 
for  want  of  provifion,  the  halfpenny  loaf  being  now 
rifen  and  advanced  to  five  pence :  we  pray  that  we 
may  fpecdily  return  fafe  and  fcot-free  home :  and  we  • 
freeze  for  want  of  winter-garments,  having  but  a 
thin  linen  Ihirt  to  keep  us  from  the  wind.    There 

is 
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is  a  fmall  arm  of  the  Tea  under  the  caftle  where  we 
lye,  which  the  tide  reached,  by  the  conveniency  o^ 
which,  many  fhips  bring  us  provifion  and  victuals 
from  Ireland  and  Chefter  :  this  arm  lies  betwixt  us 
and  Snowden,  where  the  Wekh  are  encamped,  and 
19  in  breadth,  when  the  tide  is  in,  about  a  bow-(hor<. 
Now  it  happened,  that  upon  the  Monday  before  Mi* 
chaelmas-day,  an  Iri(h  veflel  came  up  to  the  mouth 
of  the  haven,  with  proviiion  to  be  fold  to  our  camp, 
which  being  negligently  looked  to  by  thie  manners. 
Was  upon  the  low  ebb  ftranded  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  caftle,  near  the  Welch.  The  enemy  per- 
ceiving this,  defcended  from  the  mountains,  and 
laid  fiege  to  die  fhip,  which  was  faft  upon  the  dry 
fends ;  whereupon  we  detached  in  boats  three  hun* 
dred  Welch  of  the  borders  of  Chefliirc  and  Shrop- 
fliire,.  with  fome  archers  and  armed  men,  to  rcfcuc  the 
fliip  :  but  the  Welch,  upon  the  approach  of  our  men, 
withdrew  themfelves  to  their  ufual  retirements  in  the 
rocks  and  woods,  and  were  pucfued  for  about  two 
miles  by  our  men  afoot,,  who  flew  a  great  number 
of  them*  But  in  their  return  back,  our  ibldiers  be- 
ing too  covetous  and  greedy  of  plunder,  among  other 
fecrilegious  and  profane  anions ;  fpoilcd  the  abbey 
of  Aberconwey,  and  burnt  ail  the  books  and  other 
choice  utenfils  belonging  to  it.  The  Welch  being 
diftradted  at  thefe  irreligious  practices,  got  together  in 
great  number,  and  in  a  defperate  manner  fectiog  up* 
on  the  Englifh,  killing  a  great  number  of  tfaem,  and 
following  the  reft  to  the  water-iide,  forced  as  many  as 
could  not  make  their  efcape  into  the  boats,  to  commit 
themfelves  ta  the  mercy  of  the  waves.  Thofc  they 
took  priibners  they  thought  to  referve  for  exchange ; 
but  hearing  how  we  ^ut  fome  of  their  captive  nobi- 
lity CO  death,  they  altered  their  minds,  and  in  a  re* 
venge&l  manner  fcattered  their  dilacerated  carcafles 
along  the  furface  of  the  water.  In  this  conflift,  we 
loft  a  considerable  number  of  our  men,  and  chiefly 
thofc  under  the  command  of  Richard  Earl  of  Corn- 
wal ;   as  Sir  Alan  Bufcell,   Sir  Adfim  de  Maio,  Sir 

Geoffry 


Thb  ttlSTOHY  OF  WALESl  26/ 

Gcoffiry  Eihiemy,  and  one  Ratmond  a  Cafcoign,  with' 
about  an  handfed  common  foldiers.  In  th«  '  mean 
time.  Sir  Walter  Biflet  ftbudy  defended  the  Dhip  till 
midnight,  when  the  tide  returned  j  wfetreupon  the 
Welch,  who  affailed  U6  of  aW  fides  were  forced  to  with*, 
draw,  being  much  qpncernedrthac  we  had  fo  bappiyr 
efcaped  their  hands.  The  cargo  of  trhi^  ibip,'  was 
riiree  hundred  hogftieads  of  wine,  wiitl-  a^*  plefrty  of 
other  provifldn  for  the  army,  which  at  tihaft  rime  ic 
ftood  m  very  greit  need  o&  BttLthewxt  morning, 
when  the  fea  was  returned,  tins  Wdtuh-  csune  mtrrily 
down  again  d3  the  ihip,  thinking  tO'fuPpfife  6\it  men  1 
but  as  luck  woold  have  it,  they  h^d  at  futi  fe^  the  night 
before  relihquiftied  the  ftiip,  and  retGrned*  fafe  to  the 
camp.  The  enemy  miffing  of  our  rft€n»,  fet  upon  the 
cargo  of  the  Aip,  carried  away  all  the  wine  &nd  other 
provifions>  arid  then  when  riie  fea  began  to  Slow,  they 
put  fircf  to  the  veflel,  anditetwrnod  to  the  reft  of  the 
army.  And  thus  vrc  ky  encjamped  in  gi"eart  mifery 
and  diftrefs  for  want  of  necefiat^s,  espcmd  to  great 
and  frequent  dangers^  and  in  great  fejlr  of  %h6  pri* 
vate  affaults  ahd  fuddcn  incurfions  df  our  enemiesi 
Oftentimes  we^  fe€*  uJ)on  ami  aflalled>th€^  Wekh,  and 
in  one  conflict  we  carried  away  an  hund^d  head  of 
cattle,  whfch^  very  triumphantly  we  conveyed  to  ovr 
camp.  For  the  fcarcity  of  pFOvifion  was  then  fo 
greats  that-  there  remained  but  one  hogfhead  of  wine 
in  the  whole  anny ;  a  bulhel  of  corn  being  fold  for 
twfenty  fliillingsj  a  fed  o^  for-  three  or  fbur  marks  j 
and  art  hen  for  eight  pence ;  fo-  that  there  happened 
a  very  lamentable,  mortality  both  of  man  and  horfe, 
for  want  of  necelTary  fuftenance  of  life.* 

The  Englifh  army  having  undergone  fuch  mife- 
ries  as  are  here  defcribed,  and  Kjng  Henry,  as  is  faid, 
perceiving  it  was  in  vain  for  him  to  continue  any 
longer  in  Wales,  where  he  was  furc  to  gain  no 
great  credit,  he  returned  with  his  army  into  England, 
being  not  very  defirous  to  make  another  expedition 
into  Wales.  Then  all  the  nobility  and  barons  of 
Wales,  and  thofe  that  had  favoured  and  maintained 
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Grufiydh's  caufe,  were  made  friend  sand  reconciled  to 
Prince  David,  to  whom  they  vowed  true  and  perpe- 
tual allegiance.    But  the  Prince  did  not  long  furvive 
this  amity  and  agreement  between  him  and  his  Tub- 
jedts :  for  falling  (ick  toward  the  beginning  of  this 
year,  he  died  in  March,  at  his  palace  in  Aber,  and 
was  buried  at  Conwey,  leaving  no  ilTue  to  fucceed. 
A.D.  ix46.The  only  thing  unpardonable  in  this  prince,  was  his 
over  jealoufy  and  fevcrity  againft  his   brother  Gnif* 
fydh,  a  peHbn  fo  well  beloved  of  the  Welch,  that 
upon  his  account  their  aflfeAion  was  much   cooled, 
and  in   fome  entirely  alienated  from   their   prince. 
Indeed  thus  much  may  be  faid  for  David,  that  Gruf^ 
fydh  was  a  valourous  and  an  afpiring  man,  and  if  fet  at 
liberty,  would  bid  fair  to  eje£t  him  out  of  his  princi- 
pality; which   King  Henry  of   England  too  (who 
tho\:lghthe  might  bring  over  David,  a  milder  man, 
to  what  tenns  he  pleafed,)  was  fenfible  of,  when  he 
would  by  DO  perfuafion  dUmifs  him  from  cuftody  in 
the  tower  of  London.     But  this  occalioned  all  the 
difhirbances  that  happened  in  his' time,  the  Welch 
themfelves,  for  the  love  they  bore  to  Gruffydh^  in- 
viting the  king  of  England  to  come  to  invade  their 
country,   and  to  correct  the  unnatural  enmity  their 
Prince  oprefled  to  his  brother.     But  when  all  dif- 
ferences were  over,  the  king  of  England  returned  with 
his  army  ihamefully  back,  and  the  Prince  and  his  no- 
bility reconciled ;  the  Welch  might  have  expeded  a 
very  happy  time  of  it,  had  not  death  uken  the  Prince 
fo  unnaturally  away,  before  he  liad  well  known  what 
a  peaceful  reign  was. 
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R I N  C  £  David  being  dead^  the  principality  of 
North  Wales  legally  defcended  to  Sir  Ralph  Morti- 
mer, in  right  of  his  wife  Gladys,  daughter  to  Lhe-- 
welyn  ap  lorwerth.  But  the  Welch  nobility  being  aff 
fembled  together  for  the  eledting  and  nominating  a 
fucceflbr,  thought  it  by  no  means  advifeable  to  ad^ 
mit  a  ftranger  to  the  crown,  though  his  tide  was  ne-^ 
ver  fo  lawful ;  and  efpecially  an  Englifhmaa,  by 
whofe  obligadons  to  the  crown  of  England,  they 
piuft  of  ncceflity  expeft  to  become  fubjcdbf  or  ra- 
ther (lives  to  the  Englifli  govcrnoienr.  Where- 
fore they  unanimoufly  agreed  to  fet  up  Lhewelyn  and 
Owen  Goch,  the  fons  of  GrufFydh,  a  bafe  fon  of  Lhe- 
welyn ap  lorwerth,  and  brother  to  Prince  David  ;  who 
being  fent  fur,  and  appearing  before  the  a({embly,  all 
the  nobles  and  barons  then  prefcnt,  did  them  homage, 
and  received  them  for  their  fovereigns.  But  as  foon 
as  the  king  of  Engl^  underftppd  of  the  death  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales  >  he  thought  the  country  being  in  an 
unfettled  and  wavicriiig  condition,  he  might  efFedt  great 
matters  there  rand  therefore  he  fent  one  Nicholas  dc 
Miles  to  South  Wales,  with  the  title  of  Juftice  of  that 
country,  with  whoip  he  joined  in  commifiion  Mere- 
dith ap  Rhys  QryjC,  and  Meredith  ap  Owen  ap  Gruf- 
fydh ;  to  cjeA  and  dirmKerit  Maelgon  Fychan  of  all 
his  lands  and  eftate  in  South  Wales.  The  like  in- 
jurious practices  yirere  committed  againft  Howel  ap 
Meredith,  who  was  forcibly  robbed  of  all  his  eftate  in 
Glamorgan  by  the  Earl  of  Clare.  Thefe  unreafonablc 
extortions  being  infupportable ;  Maelgon  and  Hpwel 
made  known  their  grievances  to  the  Princes  pjf  North 
Wales,  defiring  their  fuccour  and  afliftance  for  the  re- 
covery of  their  lawful  inheritance  from  the  encroach- 
ments 
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ments  of  the  Englifh.     But  the  king  of  England  un- 
dcrftanding  their  deliOT,    led  his  army  into  Wales; 
upon  whofe  arrival,  the  Welch  withdrew  themfelvcs 
to  Snowden  hills,    where  they  fo  tired  the   Englilh      \ 
army,   that  the  king  finding  he  ^ould  do  no  good, 
after  fome  ftay  there  returned  back  to  England.   Wich- 
j  in  a  while  after,    Ralph  Mortimer,    the  hufband  of 
^    Gladys  Dhu  died  •,  leaving  his  whole  cftatc,  and  with      | 
it  a  lawful  uitle  to  the  principality  of  North  Wales,      \ 
"to  his  fon  Sir  Roger  Mortimer.  I 

A-  D.  i»47.  The  r>ext  year  nothing  memorable  pafl^d  between 
M  Pans  ^^^  Englilh  and  the  Welch,  only  the  difmal  cffc6ts  of  i 
p»sc  739'  the  laft  year's  expedition,  wfcrc  not  worn  off;  the  ground 
being  uncapable  of  cultivation,  and  the  cattle  being 
in  great  meafurc  dcftroyed  by  the  Englifh,  occafioncd 
.  great  poverty  and  want  in  the  country.  But  the 
greateft  calamity  belel  the  bifhops;  St.  Afaph  and 
Bangor  being  dcftroyed  and  burnt  by  the  tnglilh, 
the  bi(hops  thereof  were  reduced  to  that  utmoft  ex- 
tremity, as  to  get  their  fubfiftencc  by  other  mens 
charity  -,  the  bilhop  alfo  of  St.  David's  deceafcd,  and 
he  of  Landaff  had  the  misfortune  to  fall  blind.  In 
the  biihoprick  of  St.  David's  fucceeded  Thomas,  fur. 
named  Wallenfis,  by  reafon  that  he  was  born  in  Wales-, 
who  thinking  himfelf  obliged  to  benefit  his  own  coun- 
try what  lay  in  his  power,  defired  to  be  advanced  from 
the  archdeaconry  of  Lincoln  to  that  fee :  which  the 
king  eafily  granted,  and  confirmed  him  in  it.  The 
next  fummcr  proved  fomewhat  more  favourable  to 
"^  '  the  Welch ;  Rhys  Fychan  fon  to  Rhys  Mechyl,  won 
from  the  Englifh  the  caftlc  of  Carrec  Cynnen,  which 
his  unkind  mother,  out  of  malice,  or  fomc  ill  opi- 
nion entertained  of  him,  had  fomc  time  before  pri- 
vately delivcrcfd  up  to  them.  And  about  the  fame 
time  the  body  of  Gruffydh  ap  Lhewelyn  bafe  fon  to 
Lhewelyn  ap  lorwerth,  was  recovered  from  the  king 
of  England,  by  the  earneft  follicitations  of  the  ab- 
bots of  Conwey  and  Yftratflur-,  who  conveying  it 
to  Conwey,  bellowed  upon  it  a  very  pompous  and 
honourable  interment. 

After 
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After  this,    the  afFairs  of  the  Welch  proceeded  a.  ^-  "55- 
peaceably  for  a  long  while,  and  the  country  had  fuf- 
ficient  opportunity  to  recover  its  former  pknty ;  but 
at  laft,  to  make  good  the  proverb,  that  Plenty  begets 
War  ;  they  began,  for  want  of  a  foreign  enemy,  to  quar- 
rel and  fail  out  among  themfelves.    Owen  was  too  higk 
and  ambitious  to  be  fatisfied  with  half  the  principality, 
and  therefore  muft  needs  have  a  fling  at  the  whole  ^ 
wherein  fortune  fo  far  deceived  him,  that  he  loft  bis 
own  ftake,  as  will  afterwards  appear.     But  the  better 
to  encompafs  his  defign,  by  fly  infin^ations  he  per- 
suaded David  his  younger  brother  to  fecond  his  caufc ; 
and  they  with  joint  intereft  levied  their  power,  with 
inceniion  to  detfirone  their  elder  brother  Lhewelyn, 
But  that  was  no  cafy  matter ;  for  Lhcwelyn  was  pre- 
pared to  receive  them,  and  with  a  puiffanc  army  met 
them  in  the  field,  and  fo  was  refolved  to  venture  all 
upon  the  fortune  of  a  battle.     It  was  ftrange   and 
grievous  to  behold  this  unnatural  civil  war;  and  the 
more  grievous  now,  by  rpafon  that  it  fb  manifeftly 
weakened  the  ftrength  of  the  Welch  to  withftand  thie 
inciirfions  of  the  Engliftj,  who  were  extremely  pleafed 
with  i^  fair  an  opportunity  to  fall  upon  them.     But 
;hcy  were  too  far  engaged,  to  confider  of  future  in- 
conveniencies ;  and   a  trial  of  war  they  muft  haye, 
though  the  Englilh  were  ready  to  fall  upon  both  ar- 
mies.   The  battle  being  joined,  the  day  proved  bloody 
on   both  fides,  and  which  wa^  like  to  conquer  was 
not  prefently  difcovercd  ;  till  at  length  Owen  began 
to-  give  ground,  and  in  fine  was  overthrown,  himfclf 
and  his  brother  David  being  taken  prifoners.      Lhc- 
welyn, though  he  had  fufficient  reafon,  would  not  put 
his   brothers  %o  death  -,    but  committing  them  into 
clofe    prifon,    feized  all    their  eftates  into  his    own 
hands,    and    fo  enjoyed    the   whole  principality  of 
Wales. 

The  Englifh  feeing  the  Welch  at  this  ratjp  opprefs 
and  deftroy  one  another,  thought  they  had  full  li- 
berty to  deal  with  them  as  they  pleafed ;  and  there- 
upon  began  to  cxercifc  all  manner  of  wrong  and  in- 
juftice  againft  them  ^  infbmuch  chat  the  ne^(  year,  all  115^. 

I  the 
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the  lords  of  Wales  a(mc  in  a  body  to  Prince  Lhc- 
welyn^  and  declared  their  grievances,  how  unmerci- 
fully Prince  Edward  Cwhom  his  father  had  fcnt  to 
Wales)  and  others  of  the  nobility  of  England  dealt 
with  them,  how  without  any  colour  of  juftice  they 
ieized  upon  their  eflates,  without  any  room  for  ap- 
peal  ;  whereas,  if  themfclves  offended  in  the  leaft, 
they  were  punilhed  to  the  utmoft  extremity.  In  fine, 
they  folemnly  declared,  that  they  preferred  to  die  ho- 
nourably in  the  field,  before  to  be  fo  unmercifully  cn- 
flaved  to  the  will  and  pleafurc  of  ftrangers.  Prince 
Lhewelyn  was  not  a  ftranger  to  all  this ;  and  now 
having  happily  difcovered  the  bent  and  inclination 
of  his  fubjefts,  was  reiblved  to  profecute,  if  poflible, 
the  expulfion  of  the  Englifli,  and  to  be  revenged  up- 
on them  for  their  moft  cruel,  and  almoft  inhuman 
pra<3:ices  towards  the  Welch.  Having  therefore  drawn 
all  his  power  together,  being  accompanied  by  Mere- 
dith ap  Rhys  Gryc,  in  the  fpace  of  one  week  he  re- 
covered out  of  the  hands  of  the  Englifh  all  the  in- 
land country  of  North  Wales,  and  then  all  Merio- 
nyth  with  fuch  lands  as  Prince  Edward  had  ufurped 
in  Cardigan,  which  he  beftowed  upon  Meredith  the 
Ion  of  Owen  ap  GruflFydh.  Having  alfo  forced  Rhys 
Fychan  out  or  Buelht,  he  conferred  it  upon  Mere- 
dith ap  Rhys  -,  and  in  like  manner  beftowed  all  the 
lands  which  he  recovered,  between  his  nobles ;  refcrv- 
ing  nothinjg  to  his  own  ufe,  befides  Gwerthryneon, 
-D.ii57.the  cftate  of  Sir  Roger  Mortimer.  The  next  fum- 
mer,  he  entered  into  Fowis,  and  made  war  againft 
GrufFydh  ap  Gwenwynwyn,  who  always  had  taken 
part  with,  and  owned  fubjedbion  to  the  king  of  Eng- 
land, which  he  totally  overcame,  excepting  the  caftie 
of  Poole,  fome  fmall  part  of  Cacrneon,  and  the  coun- 
try lying  upon  the  banks  of  the  Severn. 

But  Rhys  Fychan  was  not  fatisfied  with  the  lois  of 
Buelht,  and  therefore  was  refolved  to  try  to  recover 
it ;  to  which  end,  he  went  to  the  king  of  England, 
of  whom  he  obtained  a«  very  ftrong  army,  com- 
manded by  one  Stephen  Bacon,  which  bein^  lent  by 
fea,    landed  at  Caermardhyn  m  the  WhitAin-week. 

From 
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From  thence  the  Englifh  marched  to  Dynefawr,  and 
laid  iiege  to  the  caftlc,  Which  valiantly  held  out,  until 
Lhewelyn's  army  came  to  its  relief.  Upon  the  ar- 
rival of  the  Welch,  the  Englifli  decamped  from  be^ 
fore  the  caftle,  and  put  themfelves  in  pofture  of  bat- 
tle, which  the  Welch  perceiving,  they  made  all  haftc 
to  anfwer  and  oppofe  them.  Whereupon  there  enfued 
a  very,  terrible,  engagement  which  lafted  a  very  long 
whiles  this  being  for  number  of  men  the  greatest 
iattle  that  had  been  fought  between  the  Englifh  and 
the;  Welch.  But  the  vidory  favoured  the  Welch,  the 
Engliflimen  being  at  length  forced  to  fly,  having  loft 
above  :two  thoufand  men,  bc^fides  feveral  barons  and 
knights  who  were  taken  .  prifoners.  After  this  the 
prince's,  ar^cny  paficd  to  Dyfed,  where  having  burnt 
all  the  CQiwitry,  and  deftroyed  the  caftles  of  Aber- 
corranVLhanllephan,  Maenclochoc  and  Arberth,  with 
all  tlie  towns  thereunto  belonging,  returned  to  North 
Wales  with  much  fpoiL  But  as  foon  as  he  was  ar- 
rived, great  complaints  were  exhibited  to  Prince  Lhe- 
welyd  againfl:  Jeffrey  Langley  lieutenant  to  Edward 
Earl  of  Cheflter,  who  without  any  regard  to  equity 
and  conf(;ience,  moft  wrongfully  opprefled  the  in- 
habitants, of  Wales  under  his  jurif4i<5tioh.  Where- 
upon the  prince  to  punifh  the  mafter  for  the  fervant's 
fault,  entered  with  fome  part  of  his  army  into  the 
Earrs  eftate,  burnt  and  deftroyed  all  his  country  on 
both  fides  the  river  Dee,  to  the  gates  of  Chefter, 
Edward  had  no  power  at  prefent  to  oppofe  hi.n,  but 
being  refolved  to  be  revenged  upon  the  Welch  witji 
the  firft  opportunity,  he  dcfired  aid  of  his  uncle, 
then  chofc  king  of  the  Romans,  who  fent  him  a 
ftrong  detachment,  with  which  he  purpofed  to  give 
Prince  Lhewelyn  battle.  But  finding  him  too  ftrong, 
he  thought  it  more  advifeable  to  defift  from  hoftil.ty, 
the  prince's  army  confifting  of  ten  thoufand  expe- 
rienced men,  who  were  obliged  by  oath,  rather  alj 
to  die  in  the  field,  than  fuffer  the  Englifh  to  gain  any 
advantage  over  the  Welch.  But  Gruff^ydh  ap  Madac 
Maelor,  Lord  of  Dinas  Bran,  a  perfon  of  nQtorio.qs 
reputation  for  injuftice  and  opprcffign,    bafdy  for- 
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fook  the  Welch  his  countrymen,   and  -with  a^I  his 
forces  went  over  to  the  Earl  of  Cheftcr/' 
A.D.1158.     The  next  year  Prince  Lhewelyn   paffcd  to  South 
Wales,    and  fcized  into  his  hands  the  land  of  Cc- 
maes,    and  having  reconciled  the  difierencc  betwixt 
Rhys  Gryg  and  Rhys  Fychan,  he  won  the  caftle  ot 
'  Trcfdraeth,  with  the  whole  country  of  Rhos,  except- 
ing Haverford,    There  he  marched  in  an  hoftile  manner 
toward  Glamorgan,  and  rafed  to  the  ground  the  ca- 
ftle of  Lhangymwch,   and  then  returning  to  North 
Wales,   he  met  by  the  way  with  Edward   Earl  of 
Chcfter,  whom  he  forced  precipitoufly  to  return  back. 
But  before  he  would  put  an  end  to  this  expedition,  he 
muft  needs  be  revenged  upon  that  ungrateful  fugitive 
Grufiydh  ap  Madoc  Maelor,   and  thereupon  pafling 
through  Bromfield,  he  miferably  laid  waftc  the  whole 
country.     Upon  this  the  kings  of  England  and  Scot- 
land fent  to  Lhewelyn  requiring  him  to  ceafc  from  ho- 
ftility,  and  after  that  unmerciful  manner  to  devour, 
and  forcibly  to  take  awajr  other  mens  eftates.    The 
prince  was  not  over  folhcitous  to  hearken  to  their 
rcqueft,  but'  finding  the  time  of  the  year  very  fea- 
fonable  for  a&ion  againft  the  Englilb,  he  divided  his 
army  into  two  battles,  each  of  rfiefe  confifting  of 
1500  foot  and  500  horfc,  with  which  he  purpofcd  to 
enlarge  his  conqueft.     Edward  Earl  of  Chefter,  to 
prevent  the  blow  which  fo  defperately  hung  over  his 
head,  fent  over  for  fuccours  from  Ireland,  of  iJehofc 
coming  Prince  Lhewelyn  being  certified,  manned  out 
a  fleet  to  intercept  them,  which  meeting  with   the 
Irifh  at  fea,  after  a  fharp  difpute,    forced   them  to 
return  back  with  lofs.     King  Henry  being  acquainted 
with  the  mifcarriage  of  the  Irilh,  refolved  to  come 
in  perfon   againft  the  Welch,  and  having  drawn  to- 
gether the  whole  ftrength  of   England,  even  from 
St.  MichaePs  mount  in  Cornwal.to  the  river  Tweed, 
marched  with  his  fon   Edward  in   a  great  rage  to 
North  Wales,  and  without  any  oppofition  advanced 
as  far'  as  Teganwy.     But  the  Prince  had  ftoppcd  his 
'    farther  progrefs  and  prevented  any  long  ftay  he  could 
inake  in  Wales,  having  before  hand  caufed  all  manner 

.....  ....  ^£ 
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of  provifion  and  for^  to  be  carried  over  the  river, 
and  then  fecuring  the  ftrait  and  narrow,  paflages  where* 
by  the  EngHfh  might  get  farther  into  the  country) 
the  army  was  in  a  fhprt  time  fo  mortally  fatigued^ 
that  the  king  for  want  of  neccffary  fubfiftence  was 
forced  to  retire  ia  hafte  to  England  with  confider^ 
abie  lofa. 

The  prince  after  that  fending  for  all  the  forces  in 
South  Wales,  came  to  the  marches,  where  Gruffydh 
Lord  of  Bromfield  finding  that  the  king  of  England 
was  not  able  to  defend  his  eftate  yielded  himfclf  up^ 
and  then  pafiipg  to  Powis,  he  baniihed  Gruffydh  ap 
Gwenwynwyn,  and  took  all  the  lands  in  the  country 
into  his  hands.  Proceeding  farther,  he  was  encoun^ 
tered  with  by  Gilbert  de  Clare  Earl  of  Glocefter,  who 
wich  a  choice  party  of  Englifh  gave  him  battle.  But 
Lhewelyn's  army  eiccceding  both  in  number  and  cou- 
rage, eafily  vanquilhed  and^overcame  the  £ng]ifh»  and 
fo  the  vi&ory  being  quickly  obtained,  the  prince  pre^ 
iently  reduced  to  his  power  all  the  caftles  belonging 
to  the  Earl  of  Glocdter.  King  Henry  hearing  of  ^ 
the  Eaacl's  overthrow,  was  much  concerned  at  the  lofs 
of  fo  noany  brave  foldiers,  in  whofe  valour  and  ex^ 
perience  he  always  put.  a  very  great  confidence,  and 
therefore  to  reven^  their  deaths,  he'Wa$  again  re« 
folved  to  march  agaihfi:  the  Welch«  Having  called 
his  forces  together,  and  received  fupply  from  Gafcoiga' 
and  Ireland  he  came  to  Wales,  but  not  daring  to 
venture  far  into  the  country,  for  fear  of  being  forced 
to  make  another  ibameful  retreat,  he  only  deftroyed 
the  com  near  the  borders,  it  being  harvefl:  time,  and 
fo  returned  to  England.  But  Lord  James  Audley> 
whofe.  daughter  was  married  to  Gruffydh,  Lord  of 
Bromfield,  did  more  miichicf  and  hurt  to  the  Welch^ 
who  having  brought  over  a  great  number  of  horie* 
men  from  Germany  to  ferve  againft  the  Welch,  fp 
terrified  them  with  the  unufual  largenefs  of  the  hories, 
and  the  unaccuftomed  manner  of  fightings  t^at  ia 
the  firft  encounter  the  Welch  were  eafily  overcome. 
But  minding,  to  revenge  this  difgrace,  and  withal  be« 
ing  better  acquaioted  with  their  method  of  arms, 
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the  Welch  in  a  little  time  after  made  in- roads  into  thtf 
Lord  Audley*s  lands,  where  the  Germans  ptefently  fet 
upon  them,  and  purfued  them  to  certain  ftraits,  which 
the  Welch  difcdvered  for  a  poiicick  retreat.      The 
Germans  thinking  they  had  entirely  drove  the  Welch 
away,  returned  carelefsly  back,  but  being  fee  upon  of 
the  fudden,  without  any  thought  of  an  enemy  behind, 
they  were  all  in  a  manner  (lain  by  the  rallying  Welch. 
This  year  a  very  great  fcarcity  of  beefs  and  horfes 
happened  in  England,  whereof  feveral  thoufands  year- 
ly were  fupplied  out  of  Wales,  by  reafon  of  which, 
the  marches  were  perfeftly  robbed  of  all  their  breed, 
and  not  fo  much  as  a  beaft  to  be  feen  in  all  the  bor* 
ders. 
D.  1159'    The  next  fpring  all  the  nobility  of  Wales  convened 
together  and  took  their  mutual  oaths  to  defend  their 
country  to  death,  againft  the  oppreffing  invafions  of 
the  Englifh,  and  not  to .  relinquiih  and  foriakc  one 
another  upon  pain  of  perjury  5  though  notwithftand* 
ing,  Meredith  ap  Rhys  of  South  Wales  violated  this 
'    agreement,  and  put  hinifelf  in  the  fervicc  of  the  king 
of  England.     King  Henry  was  ready  to  fall  upon 
the  Welch,  to  which  purpofe  he  fummoned  a  par* 
liament,  v^  herein  he  propofed  to  raifc  a  fubfidy  to- 
wards the  conciueft  of  Wales,  being  not  able  of  him* 
felf  to  bear  the  expences  of  thi$  war,  by  reafon  of 
feveral  loflis  he  had  already  received,  the  country  of 
Pembroke  -b^ing  lately  dcftroyed  and  taken  by  the     j 
Welch,  where  they  found  ptetity  of  fait,  which  be-     j 
fore  they   were  in  great  neccffity  of.     But   William 
de  Valentia  accufing  the  Earls  of  Ldcefter  and  Glo- 
cefter  as  the  authors  of  all  this  mifchief  quite  broke 
all  their  meafures,  fo  the  king  was  forced  to  prorogue 
the   parliament  for  a  time  without  atiy  grant  of  a 
fubfidy.     But  within  a  while  after,  it  fat  at  Oxford,     I 
where  King  Henry  and  Edward  his  fon  took  a  fo- 
lemn  oath  to  obferve  the  laws   and  ftatutes  of  the 
realm,    and  the  fame  being  tendered  to  Guy   and 
William  the  king's  brothers,  and  to  Henry  ion  to 
the  king  of   Almain,    and  to   Earl   Warren,   they 
refuied  to  take  it,  and  fo  departed      In  this  par- 
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liament  the  lords  of  Wales  fairly  proffered  to  be  tri- 
ed by   the   laws  for  any  offence  they   had   unjuftly 
committed  againft  the  king,   which  was   mainly  op- 
pofed  by  Edward,  who  caufed  one  Patrick  de  Canton 
( to  whom  the  lordlhip  of  Cydwely  was  given,  in  cafe 
he  could  win  and  keep  the  fame)  to  be  fent  to  Caer- 
mardhyn  as  lieutenant  for  the  king  with  whom  Me- 
redith ap  Rhys  was  joined  in  commiffion.     Being  ar- 
rived at  Car  mardhyn,  Patrick  fent  to  the  Prince,  to 
defire  him  to  appoint  commiffionePs  to  treat  with  him 
concerning  a  peace,  which  he  confented  to,  and  with- 
out   any  fufpicion    of   treachery,   fent  Meredith   ap 
Owen,  and   Rhys  ap  Rhys   to   Emlyn,   if  pofllble* 
to  conclude  the  fame.     But  Patrick  meaning  no  fuch 
thing,  laid  an  ambufcadefor  the  Welch,  who  coming 
honcftly  forward,  were  by  the  way  villainoufly  fet  upon 
by  the  Eflglifh,  and  a  great  many  flain ;  but  thofe 
that  happily  efcaped,  calling  up  the  country,  prcfenc- 
ly  gave  chafe  to  Patrick  and  his  accomplices,  who 
being  at  length  overtaken,   were  almoil   all  put  to' 
the  fword.     But  Prince '  Lhcwelyn  was   now  altoge^ 
ther  bent  upon  a  peace,  and  did  not  only  defire  it^ 
but  was  willmg  to  purchafe  it  for  a  fum  of  moneys 
to  which  purpofc  he  offered  to  give  the  king  4000 
marks,  to  his  fon  300,  and  200  to  the  queen^  whidk 
the  king  utterly  refufed,  replying.  That  it  was  not  a 
fufficient  recompencc  for  alt  the  damages  he  had  fufi 
fered  by  the  Welch.     Matthew  of  Weftminfter  re- 
porteth,  that  about  Michaelmas  this  year,  the  bi(ho{i 
of  Bangor  was  commiffioncd  by  the  prince  and  no- 
bility of  Wales  to  treat  with  the  king,  of  England  a- 
bout  a  peace,  and  to  offer  him  16,000  pounds  for  the 
fame,  upon  thefe  conditions,  that  according  to  their 
antient  Cuftom,  the  Welch  (hould  have  all  caufes  tried 
and  determined  at  Chcfter,  and  that  they  Ihould  freely 
fe:njoy  the  laws  and  cuftoms  of  their  own  country  ;  but 
"What  was  the  refult  of  this  treaty, .  my  author  does  not 
mention. 

There  bfting  no  hoptfs  of  a  peace^  Prince  Lhewelyn  a.d.  i26«. 
.torly  next  year  appeared  in  the  fields  and  pailed  to 
South  Wales,  and  fir(l  fell  foul  upon  Sir  Roger  Mor- 
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timer,  who  contrary  to  his  oath,  maintained  fhe  king 
of  England's  quarrel.      Having  forcibly  difpofieiTed 
him  of  all  Buelhc,  and  without  any  oppofition  taken 
the  caftle,  where  was  found  a  plentiful  magazine,  he 
marched  through  alt  South  Wales,  confirming  his  con- 
A.D.i26i.queft,  and  afterwards  returned  to  his  palace  at  Abcr, 
126Z.  betwixt  Bangor  and  Conwey,     The  year  following, 
Owen  ap  Meredith  Lord  of  Cydewcn  died.     But  the 
next  fummer  was  fomewhat  more  noted  for  a£bion, 
a  party  of  Prince  Lhewelyn's  men  took  by  furprife 
the  caftle  of  Melienyth,  belonging  to  Sir  Rc^r  Mor- 
timer, and  having  put  the  reft  of  the  garrifon  to  the 
fword,  they  took  Howel  ap  Meyric  the  governor  with 
his  wife  and  children  prifoners ;  and  alter  that,  the 
caftle  was  demoliflied   by    the    prince's  order.    Sir 
Roger    Mortimer    hearing    of  diis,     with    a   great 
body  of  lords  and  knights  came  to  Melienyth,  where 
Prince  Lhewelyn  met  him,  but  Sir  Roger  not  daring 
to  hazard  a  battle,  planted  himfelf  within  the  ruins, 
and  finding  he  could  do  no  good,  delired  leave  of  the 
prince  to  retire  peaceably.    The  Prince  upon  the  ac« 
count  of  relation  and  near  confanguinity  betwixt  tiiem, 
and  withal  becaufe  he  would  not  be  fo  mean  Ipirited 
as  to  fall  upon  an  enemy,  who  had  no  power  to  refift 
him,  let  him  fafely  depart  with  his  forces,  and  then 
pa0ing  on  himfelf  to  Brecknock  at  the  request  of  the 
people  of  that  country,  who  fwore  fidelity  unto  him  ; 
fo  pafled  on  and  returned  to  North  Wales.    And  now 
being  confederate  with  the  barons  againft  King  Henry> 
he  was  refolved  to  praftife  fomething  in  the  prgudice 
of  the  Engliib,  and  fo  fet  upon  the  earldom  of  Chefter, 
deftroyed  the  caftles  of  Tygannmy  and  Diferth  belong- 
ing to  Edward,  who  coming  thither,  was  yet  not  able 
to  prevent  the  mifchief  done  to  him  by  the  Welch, 
1263.  The  next  year  John  Strange  junior,  conftable  of  Mont- 
gomery with  a  great  number  of  marchers^  came  a  licde 
before  Eafter  by  night,  through  Ceri  to  Cydewen,  in* 
tending  to  furprife  the  caftle,  which  when  the  people 
of  the  country  underftood,    they  gathered  together, 
and  fetting  upon  them,  ilew  two  hundred  of  his  men, 
but  Strange  with  a  few  got  fafely  backi 
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Wkhin  a  while  after,  the. marchers  and  the  Welch 
met  again  near  a  place  called  Clun,  where  a  hot  en- 
gagement  happened  between  them,  in  which  the  Welch 
were  worfled,  and  had  a  great  number  of  their  men 
flain.     After  this,  nothing  remarkable  fell  out  for  a 
confiderable  time,  unlefs  it  were,  that  David  being  re« 
leafed  out  of  prifon  by  Prince  Lhewelyn  his  brouier, 
moft  ungratefully  forfook  him,  and  with  all  his  might, 
tided  with  his  enemies  the  Englifh ;  alfo  Gruffydh  ap 
Gwenwynwyn  having  taken  the  caftle  of  Mold,  de- 
molifhed  it  to  the  ground.    During  this  quiet  and  un« 
active  interval  in  Wales,  Meredith  ap  Owen,  the  main 
fupport  and  defender  cf  South  Wales  died,  to  the 
great  difadvantage  of  the  affairs  of  that  country.    AndA.  d.  net. 
now  indeed,  the  Welch  were  like  to  be  made  ienfible 
of  the  lois  of  fo  confiderable  a  perfon,  for  King  Henry 
was  refolved  once  more  to  lead  an  army  into  Wales^ 
and  to  fee  if  he  could  have  better  fuccefs  than  he  had 
hitherto  againft  the  Welch.    But  when  he  was  pre-, 
pared  to  undertake  this  expedition,  Ottobonus,  Pope 
Clenient's  legate  in  England,  interpofed  and  meditated 
a  peace,   which  was  concluded  upo^  at  the  caftle  of 
Montgomery,   wherein  it  was  articled,   that  Prince. 
Lhewelyn  (hould  give  the  king  thirty  thoufand  marks, 
and  the  king  was  to  grant  the  prince  a  charter,  from 
thenceforth  to  receive  homage  and  fealty  of  all  the  no- 
bility and  baroijs  of  Wales,  bcfides  one,  fo  that  they 
could  hold  their  lands  of  no  other  but  himfelf,  and 
from  thence   forward  he  was    to  be  lawfully  (tiled 
Prince  of  Wales.     This  charter  being  ratified  and 
confirnied  as  well  by  the  authority  of  the  pope^  as  the 
kill's  feal;  Prince  Lhewelyn  defifted  from  any  far- 
ther afts  of  hoftUity,  and  pun<5lually  obferved  all  the 
articles  of  the  ^rcemei^t  betwixt  him  and  King  Henry, 
fo  that  nothiqg  more  was  outrageoufly  tranfaded  be- 
tween the  Englifli  and  Welch,  during  the  remainder 
of  tbis  king's  reign.    Within  that  fpace,  died  GronQ 
'»p  EdnyfcS   Fychon  one  of  the  chief  lords  of  the 
prince's  council,  and  fhortly  after  him  Gruffydh  Lord 
of  Bromfield,  who  Ijues  buried  at  Yale  Crucis. 
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A.  D.  1272.  But  the  death  of  King  Henry  put  an  end  to  the  6b^ 
fcrvations  of  the  peace  betwixt  the  Englifli  and  Wdch, 
who  dying  on  the  fixteenth  day  of  November  this  year, 
left  this  kingdom  to  his  fon  Edward.  •  Prince  Edward 
was  then  rn  the  Holy  Land,  and  very  aiSrve  againft 
thofc  enemies  of  chriftianity,  the  Turks,  where  he  had 
already  contintied  above  an  year;  but  underftaridingof 
his  father's  death,  and  that  in  his  abfence  he  was^  pro- 
claimed king  of  England,  he  made  all  hafte  to  rettim 
to  receive  the  folemnity  of  coronation.  But  what  by 
the  tedioufncfs  of  the  journey,  and  what  by  being  ho- 
nourably detained  at  princes'  courts  in  his  way,  it  was 
two  years  before  he  cbiild  get  into  England,  then 
upon  the  fifteenth  of  Auguft,  and  in  the  year  1 274,  he 
was  crowned  at  Weftminfter.  Prince  Lhewelyn  was 
fummoned  to  attend  at  his  coronation,  but  he  flatly 
refufed  to  appear,  unlefs  upon  fure  terms  of  fafe  con- 
'  du(5l,  for  having  offended  feveral  of  the  Englih  nobi* 
lity,  he  could  not  in  fafety  pafs  thrdugh  their  country 
without  the  danger  of  exponng  his  perfon  to  the  inve- 
terate malice  and  acceptable  revenge  of  tome  g[  them. 
And  therefore  without  the  king's  brother,  the  Earl  of 
Gloceftcf,  and  Robert  Burnell  Lord  Chief  Juifticc  of 
England,  were  delivered  up  as  pledges  for  his  fafe  con- 
duft,  he  would  not  come  to  do  his  homiige  and  fealty 
at  his  coronation,  according  to  the  writ  dircdcd  to 
him.  And  indeed,  feeing  King  Edward  had  broke  the 
peace  lately  concluded  upon  before  the  Pope's  l^;ate, 
and  did  receive,  and  honourably  entertain  fuch  noble- 
men of  Wales,  as  for  their  difloyalty  were  baniflied 
by  Prince  Lhewelyn,  by  whom  he  feared  (bmc  trea- 
chery }  there  was  no  reafon  that  the  prince  (hould  pay 
him  arty  fubjeftion,  but  by  the  breach  of  peace  was 
exempted  from  all  homage.  However,-  Prince  Lhe- 
welyn to  Ihcw  that  it  was  not  out  of  any  ftubbdrnneis  o^ 
difrefpe(5t  to  the  king  of  England,  that  he  refufed  ta 
come,  fent  up  his  rctfons  by  the  abbots  of  Yftrat- 
fiuT  iattid  Gonwey  to  Roibert  Kilwarty  archbiihop  of 
Canterbury,  sHid  the  reft  of  the  bifliops*  then  fitting 
in  convoeation  in  the  New  Tem^e^at  London,  which 
were  to  this  cffeft.    -:    - 

To 


The  rflSTORY  op  WALES.  tZt 

To  t;Jie  moft  Reverend  Fathers  in  God, 
Robert)  Archbifliop  of  Canterbury, 
and  Metropolitan  of  all  England,  the 
Archbifliop  of  York,  and  the  reft  of 
the  Bifhops  in  Convocation;  Lhe- 
welyn  Prince  of  Wales  and  Lord  of 
Snowden,  fendeth  greeting. 

WE  would  have  your  Lordfliips  to  undcrftand, 
-that  whereas  formerly  moft  terrible  and  in- 

.ceffant.wars  were  continually  managed  betwixt  Henry 
king  of  England  and  Ourfelf ;  the  fame  were  at  laft 
compofed,  and  all  matters  of  differences  were  adjufted 
by  the. means  of  his  Excellency  Cardinal  Ottobonus, 
the  Pope's  legate,  who  having  drawn  the  articles  and 
condiuofis  of  the  peace  agreed  upon,  they  were  figned 
and  fwore  to,  not  only  by  the  king,  but  alfo  the 
prince  his  fon,  now  king  of  England.  Among  thefe 
articles  were  comprehended,  that  We  and  our  fuccef- 
fors  (hould  hold  of  the  king  and  his  fucceffor,  the 
principality  of  Wales,  fo  that  all  the  Welch  lords,  one 
baron  excepted,  ihould  hold  their  baronies  and  eftatcs 
in  capiie  of  Us,  and  fhould  pay  their  homage  and  fealty 
for  the  faraie  to  Us ;  We  in  like  manner  doing  homage 
to  the  king  of  England  and  his  fucceflbrs.  And  be- 
lides,  that  the  king  and  his  fucceflbrs  (hould  never  of- 

^  fer  to  recieive  and  entertain  any  of  Our  enemies,  nor 

'any  fuch  of  Our  own  fubjeds  as  were  lawfully  ba- 
nifhed  and  excluded  our  dominions  of  Wales,  nor  by 
any  means  defend  and  uphold  fuch  againfl:  Us.  Con- 
trary to  which  articles.  King  Edward  has  forcibly 
feized  upon  the  eftates  of  certain  barons  of  Wal^, 
of  which  they  and  their  anceftprs  have  been  imme- 
morably  pofTefTed  of  and  detains  a  barony,  which  by 
the  form  of  peace  ihould  have  been  delivered  to  us ; 
and  moreover,    has    hitherto  entertained  David    ap 

.  GrufFydh  our  brother,  and  Griiffydh  ap  Gwenwyn- 
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wy  n,  with  fcvcral  other  of  Our  enemies  who  are  outlaws 
and  fugitives  of  Our  country,  and  chough  We  have  of- 
ten  exhibited  Our  grievances  and  complaints  againft 
them,  fordeftroying  and  pillaging  our  country,  yet  We 
could  never  obtain  of  the  king  any  relief  or  rcdrcfs  for  the 
feveral  wrongs  and  injuries  we  received  at  their  hands  ; 
but  on  the  contrary  they  ftill  perfifl:  to  connmit  waftes 
and  other  outrages  in  Our  dominions.     An4  for  all 
this,  he  fummpns  Us  to  do  him  homage  at  a  place 
which  is  altogether  dangerous  to  Our  peribn,  where 
Our  inveterate  enemies,  and  which  is  worfe.  Our  own 
unnatural  fubjedls,  bear  the  greateft  fway  and  refpe& 
with  the  king.    And  though  we  have  alledged  feveral 
-Feafbns  to  the  king  and  his  council,  indiy  the  place  by 
him  affigned,  is  not  fafe  and  indifferent  for  Us  to  come^ 
a^d  defire  him  to  appoint  another,  whereto  we  might 
with  more  fafety  refort,  or  elfe  that  he  would  feod  com- 
miffioners  to  receive  Our  oath  and  homage,  till  he  could 
more  opportunely  receive  them  in  peribn ;  yet  he  would 
not  aiTent  to  Our  jufl:  and  reiUbnable  requeft,  nwbe  fa^ 
tisfied  with  the  reafons  We  exhibited  for  Our  non-ap- 
pearance.   Therefore  We  defire  your  lordfliipa  earneft- 
iy  to  weigh  the  difmal  cWe&s  that  will  happen  to  the 
iubjedb  both  of  England  and  Wales  upon  the  breach 
of  the,  ardcles  of  peace,  and  that  you  would  be  pleafed 
to  inform  the  king  of  the  fad  conlequenoe  of  another 
war,  which  can  no  way  be  prevented,  but  by  ufing 
Us  according  to  the  conditions  of  the  fwmer  peace, 
which  for  Our  part.  We  will  in  no  meafure  tranlgrefe. 
But  if  the  king  will  not  hearken  to  your  counfel.  We 
hope  that  you  will  hold  Us  excufed,  if  the  nation  be 
difquieted  and  troubled  thereupon,   which  as  much 
as  in  Us  lieth  We  endeavour  to  prevent. 

King  Edward  would  admit  of  no  excuie»  nor 
hearken  to  any  manner  of  reafon  in  the  caie,  but 
was  unmercifully  enraged,  and  conceived  an  unpar- 
donaiDle  difpleafure  againft  Prince  Lhewelyn,  which 
yet  he  thought  convenient  to  conceal  and  diflemble 
for  a  time.    Indeed^  he  conld  never  abkie  Lhewelyn, 
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fince  the  time  that  he  was  vanquUhed  and  put  to 
flight  by  him  at  the  marches,  fb  that  the  chief  caufe 
of  King  Edward's  anger,  originally  proceeded  from  a 
point  of  honour,  which  this  refufal  of  homage  ferved 
fufficiently  to  increafe.  But  to  profccute  his  revenge, 
which  upon  this  fcore  is  in  princes  very  fierce  and  unr 
forgetful,  in  a  fhort  time  he  came  to  Chefter,  meaning 
to  recover  by  force  what  he  could  not  obtain  by  fair 
means.  From  hence  he  fent  to  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
requiring  him  to  come  over  and  do  him  homage, 
which  Lhewdyn  either  abfplutely  refufing  or  willing!^ 
detrafting  tp  do.  King  Edward  made  ready  his  army 
to  force  him  to  it.  But  there  happened  ah  accident  a.  D.t277« 
which  took  off  a  great  part  of  Prince  Lhewelyn's  ftub- 
bornnefs  *,  for  at  this  time  the  countefs  pf  Leicefter  the 
widow  of  Simon  Montfort  who  lived  at  Montargis  H 
nunnery  in  France  fent  over  for  Wales  her  daughter, 
the  Lady  Eleanor,  (whom  Lhewelyn  extremely  lovcd^ 
with  her  brother  Aemerike,  to  be  married  to  the 
prince,  according  to  the  agreement  made  in  her  fa^ 
ther.  Earl  Monnbrt's  time.  But  Aemerike  fearing  to 
touch  upon  the  coalt  of  England,  fleered  his  courie 
towards  the  iflands  of  Scilly,  where  by  the  way  they 
were  all  taken  by  four  Briflol  (hips,  and  brought  to 
King  Edward,  who  received  the  lady  very  honourably, 
but  committed  her  brother  prifoner  to  the  caftle  of 
Coff,  whence  he  was  afterward  removed  to  the  caftle  of 
Shirburne,  The  king  having  obtained  this  unexpec- 
ted advantage  over  Lhewelyn,  began  boldly  to  fall 
upon  him,  and  fo  dividing  his  army  into  two  batta- 
lions, led  one  himfelf  into  North  Wales,  and  advanced 
as  far  as  Rutblan,  where  he  ftrongly  fortified  the  ca- 
ftle. The  other  he  committed  to  Paganus  de  Ca- 
mutiis,  a  great  foldier,  who  entering  into  Weft  Wjales, 
burned  and  deftroyed  a  great,  part  of  the  country. 
But  the  people  of  South  Wales,  fearing  that  his  next 
expedition  was  levelled  againft  them  voluntarily  fub- 
mitted  themfelves  to  the  king,  and  dkl  him  homage, 
and  then  delivered  up  the  caftle  of  Yftratywy  tjo 
Paganus. 

PrincJ: 
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Prince  Lhewelyn  hearing  of  this  and  finding  h^ 
own  fubjefts  to  forfake  him,  but  more  efpecially  being 
defirous  to  recover  his  efpoufe  the  Lady  Eleanor, 
thought  it  likevvife  advlfeable  to  fubmit,  and  there- 
fore fued  to  King  Edward  for  a  peace,  who  granted 
it,  but  upon  very  fevere  conditions  upon  Lhewelyn^s 
fide.  The  agreement  confifted  of  ten  articles,  which 
were,  I.  That  the  prince  fhould  fet  at  liberty  all  man- 
ner of  prifoners,  that  upon  the  king*s  account  were  de- 
tained m  cuftody.  II.  That  for  the  king's  favour  and 
good-will;  he  mould  pay  50,000  marks,  to  be  re- 
ceived at  the  king's  pleafure.  Ill,  That  thele  four 
cantrcds  or  hundreds,  viz.  Cantfef  Ros,  where  the 
king's  cattle  of  Teganwy  ftands;  Ryfonioc,  where 
Denbigh  •,  Tegengl,  where  Ruthlan ;  DyffVyn  Clwyd, 
where  Rhuthyn  ftands,  (hould  remain  in  the  king's 
hands.  IV.  That  the  Lords  Marchers  (hould  quietly 
enjoy  all  the  lands  they  had  conquered  within  Wales, 
excepting  in  the  ifle  of  Anglefey,  which  was  wholly 
granted  to  the  Prince.  V.  That  in  confideration  of 
this  ifland,  the  prince  Ihould  pay  5000  marks  in 
hand,  with  the  referve  of  a  1000  marks  yearly  to  be- 
gin at  Michaelmas ;  and  in  cafe  the  prince  died  with- 
out iflue,  the  whole  ifland  fliould  return  to  the  king. 

VI.  That  the  prince  ftiould  come  every  year  to  Eng- 
land to  pay  his  homage  to  the  king  for  all  his  lands. 

VII.  That  all  the  barons  of  Wales,  excepting  five  in 
Snowden,  fliould  hold  their  lands  and  eftates  of  the 
king,  and  no  other.  VIII.  That  the  title  of  Prince 
Ihould  remain  only  for  his  life,  and  not  defcend  ro 
hb  fucceflTors,  and  after  his  death,  the  five  lords  of 
Snowden  fliould  hold  their  lands  only  from  the  king. 
IX.  That  for  the  performance  of  thefe  articles^  the 
prince  fliould  deliver  up  for  hoftages  ten  perfons  of 
the  beft  quality  in  the  cbuntry,  without  imprifori- 
ing,  difinheriting,    and  any  time  6f  redemption  dc- 

'  tcrmined.  And  farther,  that  the  king  fliould  chufe 
twenty  perfons  in  North  Wales,  .who  beudes  the  prince. 
Ihould  t^ke  their  oaths  for  the  due  performance  of  thefe 
articles,  and  in  cafe  the  prince  fliould  fwerve  and  reeede 
from  them,  and  upon  admonicion  thereof  not  repent, 
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tlicy  fliould  forfeke  hrm,and  become  his  enemies.  X-The 
Prince  was  obliged  to  fuffcr  his  brethren  quietly  tQ 
enjoy  their  lands  in  Wales,  whereof  David  for  his  fer- 
vice  was  dubbed  knight  by  therking,  and  h^d.tbe 
Earl  of  Derby's  widow  given  in.  matrimony,  and  with 
her  as  a  portion,  the  caftle  of  Denbigh- ini  North 
Wales,  befidcs  a  looo  pounds  in  lands.  His  other 
brother  Roderic  was  lately  efcaped  out  of  prifon'incil 
England,  and  the  younger  called  Owen,  was  upon 
his  compofition  delivered  out  of  prifon. 

King  Edward  having  impofed  thefc  fevere  and  jin- 
mercitul  conditions  upon  Prince  Lhewelyn,  and  fov 
a  better  fecurity  for  the  performance  of  them,  builc 
a  caftle  at  Abcryftwyth,  returned  very  honourably 
into  England;  upon  whofe  arrival,  the  people  wilU 
ingly  granted  him  a  fubfidy  of  the  twentieth  part  of 
their  eftares  towards  his  charges  in  this  war.  But 
it  feems  very  probable  that  Prince  Lhewelyn  fubmiCf 
ted  to  thefc  intolerable  conditions,  more  upon  the  acr 
count  of  his  amours,  and  to  regain  the  Lady  Eleanora 
out  of  the  king  of  England's  hand,  than  that  he  was 
apprehen/ive  of  aay  confiderable  danger  he  might  re- 
peivc  by  the  Englilh  troops.  For  it  is  hardly  con- 
ceiveable,  that  a  prince  of  fuch  notorious  conduct 
and  valour,  would  fo  eafiiy  accept  of  fuch  hard  terms, 
and  in  a  meafure  deliver  up  his  principality,  when 
there  was  no  neceflity  fo  to  do,  without  rcfifting  an 
enemy,  whom  he  had  frequently  overcome,  and  forced 
to  retire  back  with  greater  inequality  than  the  En- 
glifli  had  at  prefent  over  him.  But  the  force  of  love 
worked  wonders,  and  in  this  cafe  ptoved  moft  irre- 
fiftible,  which  to  obtain,  Lhewelyn  die}  not  think  hard 
to  forfeit  his  proper  right  to  his  inveterate  enemies, 
and  for  ever  to  cxclpde  his  pofterity  from  fucceed- 
jng  in  their  lawful  inheritance.  The  next  year  a.  d,  127^, 
therefore,  he  had  his  wifli  accomplifhed,  and  was 
married  to  Eleanora  at  Worccfter,  the  king  and 
queen,  with  all  the  nobility  and  perfons  of  quality 
in  England^  honouring  the  wedding  with  their  prp- 
fence. 

But 
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But  this  fp^ious  amity,  and  the  peace  lately  ocinw 
duded  bttwixt  diem  did  not  lafl:  loi^,  the  Eog^ 
governors  in  the  marches  and  in-Iaod  councrics  of 
Wales^  prefuming  ti^ion  the  prince's  fubmiflion  to 
ihe  king,  gr ievotiily  <^preflfed  the  inhabitants  of  the 
eonntry^  with  new  and  unheard  of  estadions,  and 
K^ith  intolerable  partiality  openly  encouraged  the 
Englifh  to  defraud  and  oppvd&  the  Welch.  Thde 
Infupportable  practices  moved  the  Welch  to  go  ia 
a  body  to  DaVid  Lord  of  Denbigh,  to  endeavour  a 
'  reconciliation  between  Inm  and  his  brother  the  prince, 
that  they  both  being  at  unity,  might  eafily  deliver 
themfelves  and  their  country  from  the  unmerciful 
^D-izSi. tyranny  of  the  Englilh.  David  was  not  ijg;norantof 
the  mifcries  of  his  countrymen,  and  therefore  gladly 
fubmitted  to  be  reconciled  to  his  brother,  with  prcnnile 
never  to  fide  sTgain  with  the  kin^  of  England,  bat  to 
become  his  utter  enemy.  This  happy  union  being 
thus  effefted,  David  was  ehofe  general  of  the  arrny^ 
with  which  he  prefently  marched  to  Hawarden^  and 
fur|>ri(ing  the  caftle  flew  all  that  oppofed  him,  and 
took  Roger  Clifford  prifoner,  who  had  be^i  fent  by 
King  Edward,  Juftitiar  into  thofe  parts.  From  thence, 
being  joined  by  the  prince,  he  pafled  to  Ruthlan,  and 
laid  fiege  to  the  caftle  i  but  upon  notice  given  that 
the  king  was  marching  to  raife  the  fiege,  he  thought 
convenient  to  withdraw,  and  to  redre  back.  At  the 
fame  time  Rhys  ap  Maelgon  and  GruSydh  ap  Merc* 
dith  ap  Owen,  with  other  lords  of  South  Wales,  took 
from  the  Englifti  the  caftle  of  Aberyftwyth,  with  di- 
vers others  in  that  country,  and  fpoiled  all  the  peo- 
ple thereabouts,  who  owned  fubjedion  to  the  crown 
of  England.  In  the  mean  while,  John  Peckham 
archbtfliop  of  Canterbury,  perceiving  how  matters 
were  like  to  pfoceed  between  the  king  and  the  prince, 
and  how  the  kingdom  was  efie6fcuaUy  involved  in  a 
war,  of  his  own  proper  motion  came  to  Prince  Lhe« 
welyn,  to  endeavour  a  re-fubmi(&on  from  him  and  his 
brother  David  to  King  Edward,  and  fo  to  put  a  ftop 
to  any  farther  hoftilities. 
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But  he  fent  before-hand  to  the  prince  and  peo- 

{)le  of  Wdei,  intimating  to  them,  '  That  for  thii 
ove  he  bore  to  the  Welch  nation,  he  tmdertocrfk  this, 
arbitradon,  without  the  knowledge,  and  contrary  td 
the  king's  liking;  and  therefore  earnfcftly  defired, 
that  they  would  fubmit  to  a  peace  with  the  Englilhi 
y^hich  himfelf  vould  endeavour  to  brirtg  to  pafs.  Arid 
becaufe'  he  i^buld  make  -no  long  continuance  in  thofli 
parts,  he  ^ifhed  them  to  confider,  how  that  if  h^ 
Ihould  'be  forced  to  depart  before  any  thing  waa 
brought  to  a  coAClufibrt,  they  could  haitily  ikil  ano- 
ther who  would  fo  heartily  efpoufe  their  caufe ;  and 
farther  threatened,  that  in  cafe  they  contemned  and  de- 
tided  his  endeavours,  he  would  not  only  inftigate 
the  Englilh  army,  now  grtatly  ftrengthened  and  in- 
trreafcd,"  to  fall  upon  them,  but  alfo  fignify  their  ftubt* 
"bornnels  to  the  court  and  bifhop  of  Ronie,  whd 
cftccmcd  and  honoured  England,  beyond  any  other 
Icingdom  in  the  world.  Moreover,  he  much  la* 
mented  to  hear  of  the  exceflive  cruelty  of  the  Welcb, 
wen  beyond  that  of  the  Saracens  and  other  infidels^, 
who  never  refufed  to  permit  flavcs  and  captives  to  be 
ranlbmcd ;  which  the  Welch  were  fo  far  from  prac- 
tifing,  that  even  fome  time  they  flew  thofe  for  whofe 
redemption  they  received  mioney.  And  whereas  they 
were  wont  to  efteem  and  reverence  holy  and  eccle- 
fiaftical  •  perfons,  they  are  now  fo  far  degenerated 
from  devotion  and  fanftity,  that  nothing  is  more  ac- 
ceptable to  them  than  war  and  fedition,  whi;:h  they 
had  now  great  need  to  forfake  and  repent  of.  Laftly, 
he  propofed,  that  they  would  fignify  to  him,  where- 
in, and  what  laws  and  conftitutions  of  their's  was 
violated  by  the  Englilh,  and  by  what  means  a  firm 
and  a  lafbing  peace  might  be  eftablifhed;  which,  if 
they  rejefted,  they  muft  expeft  to  incur  the  decree 
and  cenfure  of  the  church,  as  well  as  endure  the 
violent  in-roads  and  depredations  of  a  powerful  ar- 
my.' .  -• 
*  To  thefe,  partly  admonitions,  and  partly  threatcn- 
ings  of  the  archbi(hop,  Prince  Lhcwelyn  returned  an 
• '  ^         -  •  anfwcr : 
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anfwer :  '  That  he  humbly  thanked  his  Grace  for  the 
pains  and  trouble  he  undertook  in  his,  and  his  fub^ 
jeAs'  behalf}  and  more  particularly^  becaufe  he  would 
venture  to  come  to  Wales^  contrary  to  the  pleafure 
dnd  good  liking  of  the  king,;  And  as  for  concluding 
g  peace  with  l|im,  he  would  not  have  his  Grace  be 
ignorant,  that  with  all  readinefs  he  was  willing  to 
fubmit  to  it,  upon  condition  that  the  king  would  duly 
and  fincerely  obierve  the  fame.  And  though  he  would 
^D.  1281.be  glad  of  his  longer  continuance  in  ^\ales9  yxrt  he 
hoped  that  no  ^bilrudions  would  happen  of  his  fide, 
why  a  peace  Cwhich  of  all  things  he  moft  deiircd) 
might  not  be  forthwith  conc^luded,  and  rather  by  his 
Gracb's  procuring  than  any  others ;  lb  that  there 
would  be  no  farther  need  of  acquainting  the  Pope 
with  his  obftinacy,  nor  moving^  the  king  of  Eingland 
to  ufe  any  force  againft  him.  *  And  though  the  king- 
dom of  England  be  under  the  immeiiate  prote^flioa 
of  the  fee  of  Rome,,  yet  when  his  Hodmefs  conies  to 
underftand  of  the  great  and  unfuSerable  wrongs  done 
to  him  by  the  EngUih ;  how  the  articles  of  peace  were 
broken,  churches  and  all  other  religious  houfcs  in 
Wales  were  burned  down  and  deftroyed,  and  religious 
perfons  unchriftianly  mpridered,  he  hoped  he  would 
rather  pity  and  lamen(  his  condition,  than  with  ad- 
dition of  punilhment  encreafe  and  augment  his  ior- 
row.  Neither  ihall  the  kingdom  of  England  ,be  any- 
wife  difqqieted  and  molefted  by  his  means,  in  cafe 
the  peace  be  religioufly  obferved  towards  him  and 
his  fubjects.  But  who  they  are  that  delight  thenvr 
jelves  with  war  and  bloodfhed,  manifefUy  appears 
by  their  a£i;ions  and  behaviour;  the  Welch  being 
glad  to  live  quietly  upon  their  oWn,  ;f  they 
might  be  permitted  by  the  Englifh,  who  coming 
to  the  country,  utterly  deftroy  whatever  coaxes  ip 
their  way,  without  regard  either  to  fex,  age,  or  re- 
ligious places.  But  he  was  extreme  forry  that  any 
one  fliQuld  be  (lain,  having  paid  his  ranfbm;  the 
author  of  which  qnworthy  aftion  he  did  not  pretend 
to  maintain,,  but  would  inflift  upon  him  his  condi^ 

punifhmeni. 
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punithmcnt,  in  cafe  he  could  be  got  out  of  the  woods 
;and  defarts,  where  as  an  outlaw,  he  lives  undifcovered 
But  as  to  commencing  a  war  in  a  fealbn  inconvenrenf>   ' 
Tic-protcfted  he  knew  nothing  bf  that  tiiJ  now*;  yet 
thofe  that  did  fo,^  do  folemnly  atteft  rhar  to  be  the 
only  meafure  they  had  to  favc  themfelves,  and  th^i: 
they  had  no  other  fecurity   for  their  lives  and    for* 
Tunes,-  than  to  keep  themfclves  in  arms.    Concerning 
•Ks^fins  and  trefpaffcs  againft  God,  with  the  *  affiftanct 
x>f  his  Grace,,  he  would  endeavour  to  repent  of ;  nci- 
.ther  fhould  the  war  be  willingly  continued  by  hitb^  in 
cafe  he  might  fave  himfelf  harmtefs;  but  before,  he 
\yould  be  unjuftly  difpoflefied  of  his  legal  property^ 
lie  thought  it  but  reafonable,  by  all  polEble  meafures 
to  defend  himfelf.     And^  he  was  very  willing,  upon 
•due  examination  of  the  trelpafifes  committed,  to. make 
•fat-isfaftion  and  retribution  of  ill  wrongs- committed 
by  him  and  his  fubjefts;  fo  that  the  Englilh  would 
obferve  the  fame  on  their  fide;  and  likewife  was  ready 
to  conclude  a    peace,    which  he^  thought  was   im- 
poflible  to  be  eftablifhed,  as  lor^  as  the  Englilh  had 
-no  regard  to  articles,  and  ftill  opprefs  his  petiplc  with 
•new  and  unwarrantable  exaftion$.      Therefore  feeing 
his  fubjeds  were  unchriftianly  abufed  by  *the  king's 
officers,  and  all  his  country  moflr  tyrannically  harraffed, 
he  few  no  rcafon  why  the  Englifhi  ^upon  any  fault  of 
-hii  fide,  fhould  threaten  co  bring  a  formidable  ^rmy  to 
•his  country,  nor  the  church  pretend  to  cenfure  hjin : 
feeing  alfo,  he  was  very  willing  upon  the  rforefaid 
•conditions,  to  fubmit  to  a  peace.     And  lailly,'  Kc  de- 
fired  his  Grace^  that  he  would  not  give  the  more  cre- 
dit to  his  enemies,  becaufe  they  were  near  his  perfon, 
and-  could  4€^liyer  their  complaints  frequently,  ind  by 
word  of  mouth ;  for  they  who  made  no  confcieiicc  of 
opprefling,  would  not  in  all  probaoility,  fttck'-tb  dct 
feme,  and  make  falfe  accufatipns  j  and  therefore  his 
Grace  would  make  a  better  eftimition- of  thje  ^h^fe 
.matter,   by  examining  their/ adtRilns,   rather*  than;  be^i 
licvihg  thei^  words.*  ,     •'-  '     '    /',     •  : 

.  *  U  "^  Prince 
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Prince  Lhewdyn  having  to  this  purpofe  replied  in 
general  to  the  archbUhop's  articles,  prefented  hina 
^ith  ^  copy  of  the  feyeral  grievances,  which  hlmfelf 
and  others  of  his  fubje&s  ha4  wropgfuli^  and  unjufilf 
|-ecetved  at  the  haijids  of  the  Engliih,  and  thefe,  thqi^h 
jbmewhattedipus,  arethought  neceflgry  to  beparticularly 
inierted  in  theappendix,  by  reaibn  that  thcydempnftrably 
vindicate  the  Yf  elch  nation,  from  the  unreafonable  a£* 
perfions  which  the  Engliih  of  theie  times  caft  upon  it 
For,  the  breach  of  peace,  and  the  occafioQ  of  thole  di£. 
pial.diilEurbances  in  the  £;ingdom,  are,  by  the  Enfflifh 
wmers  of  thoife  tiines  wholly  attributed  tat^ie  reliefs 
and  rebellious  humour  ^d  unconflant  temper  of  the 
.Welch :  whereas,  had  they  looked  at  home,  they  might 
ii^ve  found  the  original  of  all  tbefe  trqubles^  to  have 
proceed^  from  tl^  intolerable  e3ctortions  and  inlup? 
|)ortabI^  bpprelfions  of  their  own  nation.  For  who? 
ever  cdhfid^rs  thefe  unmerciful  grievances,  and  th^ 
;pianifold  wrpngs  the  Welch  endurpd,  it  cannot  in  rea- 
ion  he' cTcpt&edjf  byt  that  they  wquld  endeavo\ir  tp 
vindicate  t|iemifclves,  arid  repel  force  by  force.  For 
}iad  tl^'EngUpi  the  Uber^jr  or  difpofTefllng  th^m  wrong* 
iuUy  of  thtfir  proper  inheritance  and  eftafes,  and  it  wa^ 
'^0t  lawful  fpr  ^^e  Welch  to  endeavour  the  defending 
and  keeping  of  th^ir  own  ?  and  muft  tHcy  be  reckonra 
difobedient,  and  promoters  of  fedition,  upon  the  ac- 
count that  they  would  not  be  trampled  under,  and  cn- 
j(Uved  by  the  Engli'fh  ?  theie  meaiures  were  too  hard 
i»hd  intolerable,  and  fcarc?  allowable  in  an  infidel  na- 
tion;  to  opprds,  (ahd  what  in  them  lay)  eradicate  a 
P^eqpl^,  for  no  other  reafQn,'than  bccaufc  dicy  were 
WeaJkcr  and  piorc  helplcfs  t}ian  themfejfyes  \  and  then, 
what  is  worfe,  to  accufe  them  of  being  authors  of  fc- 
^tion,  b€,(:ayre'they  wppld  pot  luSer  diemfelves  to  be 
peaqea^ly  ^nflayed^  ^ut  endeavoured  to  yinciicate  their 
{ight  W  num  force.  But  U  is  highly  probable,  that 
^ing,  Edward,  had  ho  ipclinatio^  to  ptxterve,  >irhat  ar- 
j^(^cf^4}C  ag^^meT^.|peye^  were'con^  upon ;  and 

therefore  encouraged  liis  deputies  in  the  marches  and 
"jnland  country  of  Wale%  in  all  their  opprelfions  and 
oz::::'i        -^  fwiftraus 
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finiftrous  dealings  towards  the  Welch.  This  was  the 
beft  method,  and  the  moil  expedient  means  to  reduce 
the  country  of  Wales  to  fubjcflion  to  the  crown  of 
England,  which  the  king  had  long  ago  intentionally 
efieAed ;  and  to  accufe  the  Welch  of  not  obferving 
the  conditions  of  peace,  was  a  fpecious  pretence  to 
bring  that  aSually  to  pafs,  and  to  lead  an  army  into 
the  country.  But  whatever  the  Englifli  might  pretend, 
it  is  evident  the  Wekh  had  the  greater  occafion  to  See  tin 
complain,  as  appears  from  the  grievances  committed^"^^**^ 
as  well  againft  the  prince  himiel^  as  others  of  his  fub- 
jefts. 

The  archbiihop  having  read  over  thefe  grievances^ 
and  finding  the  Welch  to  be  upon  good  reafon  guilt- 
lefs  of  that  fevere  charader,  which  by  the  malicious 
infinuations  of  the  Englifh,  he  had  conceived  of  them^ 
went  to  King  Edward  %  requefting  him  to  take  into 
confideration  the  unjuft  wrpngs  and  injuries  done  to 
the  Welch ;  which  if  he  would  not  itdrefs,  at  lead  he 
might  excufe  them  from  any  breach  of  obedience,  to  him^ 
feeing  they  l^d  fo  juft  a  reafon  for  what  they  did.  The 
king  replied.  That  he  willingly  forgave  them,  and  would 
xpake  reafonable  fatisfafidon. for  any  wrong  donei  io 
that  the^  had  free  accefs  to  declare  their  gjrievanc^a 
before  him ;  and  then  might  fafely  depart,  in  cafe  it 
would  appear  juft  and  lawful  they  Ihould.  The  arch-  . 
biihop  upon  this  thought  he  had  obtained  his  purpofe^ 
and  therefore,  without  any  ftay,  polled  it  to  Snowden, 
where  the  prince  ^nd  ^is  brodier  Dayid  refided  i  and 
having  acquainted  them  with  the  king*s  mind,  ear- 
nefUy  defired  that  (he^,  and  the  reft  of  the  nobility 
of  Wales,  would  fubniit  themfelves,  and  by  him  be 
introduced  to  the  king's  prefencc.  Prince  Lhewelyn, 
after  fonjjc  times  conference  and  debate,  declared  tnat 
he  was  ready  to  fubmit  to  the  king,  with  the  referve 
pnly  of  two  particulars;  namely,  his  confcience,  whereby 
he  was  obliged  to  regard  the  fafety  ^d  libertiesof  his  peo* 
le ;  and  then  the  decency  of  his  own  ftate  and  quality* 
ut  the  kipg  underftanding  by  the  archbijhop,  how 
U  2  tl\Ai 
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that  the  prince  ftood  upon  terms,  pofititvely  jdfuied  to 
confent  to  any  more  treaty  of  peace,  than  that  he  Ihould 
fimply  fubmit  without  any  farther  coz^ditions.  Tho 
archbifliop  had  experience  enpugli,  that  the  Welch 
\vould  never  agree  to  fu^h  propofals;  and  therefore  de-: 
fire4  of  his  Majefly,  that  he  would  give  him  leavc^ 
with  the  reft  of  the  Englifh  nobility  prefent,  to  con- 
fer and  conclude  upon  the  matter ;  which  being 
granted,  they  unanimoufly  rerolve4  upon  the  follow-e 
ing  articles,  and  fent  them  to  tl^e  prince  by  John 
WallenfiS:^  bi^iqp  of  St.  David's* 

r'  I.  The  king  will  have  no  treaty  ^  of  the  four  can- 
treds,  and  other  lands  which  he  has  beftowed  upon 
his  nobles  j  not  of  the  ifle  of  Anglcfc]^ . 
.  11.  In  cafe  the  tenants  of  the  four  cant^eds  fob- 
mit  themfelves,  the  king  pufpofcth  to  deal  kindly 
and  honourably  with  them  ;  which  we  are  fufficicntly 
futisBed  of,  and  wil^  what  in  us  lies,  endeavour  to 
further. 

III.  We  will  do  the  like  touching  Prince  Lhc- 
welyn,  concerning  whom  we  can  return  no  other 
anfwer,  than  that  he  muft  barely  fubmit  himfelf  tq 
the  king,  without  hopes  of  any  other  conditipns« 

Thefc  were  the  publjck  articles  agreed  upon  by 
the  Englifh  nobility,  and  fent  to  Prince  Lhewclyri  ; 
befides  which,  they  fent  Xomp  private  meafurcs  of 
agreement,  relating  both  to  him  and  his  brother  Da- 
vid ^  promifing,  f hat  in  cafe  |ie  would  fubmit,  and 
put  the  king  in  quiet  poHelHon  of  Snowd^n,  his  Ma« 
jefty  would  beftow  an  Engliftj  dounty  upon  him^ 
with  the  yearly  rcvenu^  of  a  thoufand  pound  fter- 
ling.  And  moreover,  his  daughter  (hould  be  pro- 
vided for,  fuitable  to  her  birth  and  quality,  and  all 
his  fubjeAs  according  to  their  eftace  and  condition  ^ 
and  in  cafe  he  fhould  have  male  ifiue  by  a  fecond 
wife,  the  aforefaid  county  and  a  thoufand  pound  ihouM 
remain  to  his  pofterity  for  e^cr.    As  for  David,  the 

prince's 
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prince's  brother,  if  he  would  confeht  to  go  to  the 

Holy  Land,  upon  condition  not  to  return  but  upon 

the  kind's  pleafure,  all  things  ihould  be  honourably 

.prepared  for  his  j6urney  with  refped  to  his  quality  5 

atid  his  child  niiaintained   ahd  jirovided  for  by  the 

king.     To  thefe  the  archbilhop  added  his  threats; 

That  in  cafe  they  did  rtot  comply,  ahd  fubmit  them- 

ftlves  to  the  king's  mercy,   therfe  were  very  fevcrc 

and  imminent  dangers  han^ng  over  their  heads ;  a 

formidable  iarmy  wa^  ready  to  make  an  in-road  into 

their  country,  which  would  not  only  gaul  and  op- 

^refs  them,    bUt  in  all   probability  totally  eradicate 

rhc  whole  hation :   befides  which,  they  were  to  ex- 

pc6t  the  feveitft   cehfure  akd   puniftiment   of   the 

cTiurch; 

But  all  this  cduW  ftot  force  fo  unlimited  a  fub- 
mifiion'  from    the  princfe,   bUt  that  he  would  fticlf 
upon  fome  cef tain  conditions ;  ahd  therefore  by  let- 
tier  he  acquainted  the  achbilhop,  *  That  he  wis  with 
all  willingnefs  dcfirbus  to  fubmit  himfelf  to  the  king ; 
but  withal,  that  he  could  hot  do  it  but  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner as  was  fafe  and  hdneft  for  him.    And  bccaufe  the 
form  of  ftiblniflion  contained  in  the  articles  fent  to' 
him*  wer*  by  hirfifclf  and  his  council  thought  perni- 
cious and  illegal  for  him  to  confent  to,   as  tending  ra- 
ther to  the  deftfuftion,  than  the  fecurity  of  himfelf 
and  his  fubjefts,  he  could  in  no  wife  agree  to  it ; 
and  in  cafe  hifnfelf  Ihould  be  willing,  the  reft  of  his 
nobility  and  people  would  never  admit  of  it,  as  know- 
ing for  certain  the  mifchief  and  inconveniency  that 
would  enfuc  thereby.    Therefore  he  defined  his  lord- 
Ihip,  that  for  a  confirmation  of  an  honed  and  a  du- 
rable peace,  which  he  had  all  this  while  earneftly  la- 
boured for,  he  would  manage  matters  circumfpedtly^ 
and  with  due  regard  to  the  following  articles.     For  it 
was  much  more  honourable  for  the  kingf,  and  far  more 
confonant  to  reafon,   that  he  fliould  hold  his  lands 
in  the  country  where  he  was  born  and  dwelt  in,  than 
that  by  difpoftefling  of  him,  his  eftate  Ihould  be  be- 
ftowcd  upon  ftrangers.'  *  With  this  was  fent  the  ge^ 
U3  hcral 
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ttetzl  anfwer  of  the  Welch  ta  the  vchbiihop's  ar-. 
tides,  viz. 

J.  Though  the  king  would  not  content  to  treat  of 
the  four  cantreds,  nor  of  the  ifle  of  Angjidkj  i  yec' 
unlefs  thefe  be  comprehended  in  the  treaty^  tne  prince's 
council  will  not  conclude  a  peace;  by  reakm  thai 
thefe  cantreds  have  ever^  fince  the  time  of  Camber  the 
fon  of  Brutus,  properly  and  legally  belonged  to  die 
Princes  of  Wales ;  beudes  the  cdnnrmation  which  the 
prefent  prince  obtained  by  the  confent  of  the  king  and 
his  father,  at  the  treaty  before  Cardinal  Ottobonus»  the 
Pope's  legate,  whofe  letters  patent  do  ftili  appear. 
And  more,  the  juftice  of  the  thing  it&lf  is  pl^ly 
evident,  that  It  is  more  reaibnable  for  our  heirs  to 
hold  the  faid  cantreds  for  money,  and  other  fervices 
4ue  to  the  king,  than  that  fbangers  enjoy  the  &aac, 
who  will  forcibly  abufe  and  opprefs  the  people. 

II.  All  the  tenants  of  the  cantreds  of  Wales  do 
tinanimoufly  declare,  that  they  dare  not  fubmit  them- 
iblves  to  the  king's  ^leafure;  by  reafon  that  he  ne- 
ver from  the  beginning  took  care  to  obferve  either 
covenant,  oath,  or  any  other  grant  to  the  prince  and 
his  people;  and  becaufe  his  lufajeds  have  no  regard 
to  religion,  but  moft  cruelly  and  unchriftianly  tyran* 
nize  over  churches  and  religious  peribns;  and  then, 
for  that  we  do  not  undemand  ourfelve^  any  way 
obliged  thereunto,  feeing  we  be  the  prince's  tenafits, 
who  is  willing  to  pay  the  king  all  ufual  and  accuftomed 
fervices. 

III.  As  to  what  is  requiredi  that  the  prince  fhould 
limply  commit  himfelf  to  the  king's  will,  we  all  de* 
clare,,  that  for  the  aforefaid  reafbns,  none  of  us  daic 
come,  neither  will  we  permit  our  prince  to  come  to 
him  upon  thofe  conditions. 

rV.  That  fome  of  the  Engliih  nobility  will  esdea* 
vour  to  procure  a  provifion  of  a  thoufand  pounds 
a-year  in  England;  we  would  let  them  know»  that 
we  can  accept  of  no  fuch  penQon ;  becaufe  it  is 
procured  for  no  other  end»  than  that  tfic  prince 
4  being 
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Being  dillnhericed,  themfelves  may  obtain  his  lands  in 
Wales. 

V;  The  prince  cannot  ih  Honefty  refign  his  pater^ 
tial  itiheritanee,  which  has  fbr  mahy  agfcs  beeti  enjoy^c! 
by  his  predeceilbrs,  and  adi^ept  of  other  lands  among; 
the  Englilh,  of  whofe  cuftomi  atld  language  he  i^ 
Ignorant;  and  ti|>on  that  fcorr,  may  at  length  be 
mvdulcntly  depriVed  of  all,  by  hia  nialicioiss  and  in* 
vcterate  enemies. 

VI.  Sieein^  the  kiiig  intends  tb  dtorive  him  of  hif 
antient  infaentance  in  Wales,  irheit  the  land  is  more 
barren  and  uhtilled  |  it  is  riot  Very  probable  diat  he 
will  beftow  uponhimi  a  mote  fruitful  and  ah  arabfe' 
cftate  in  England. 

VIL  As  to  the  claufe,  that  the  prince  fhould  givi6 
the  kirig  a  perpetual  pofleiSion  bf  Siiowdeh;  we  only 
affirm,  that  feeine  Snowden  eflentially  belongs  to  th^  . 
principality  of  Wales,  which  the  prince  and  his  pre* 
decefibrs  have  enjoyed  fince  Brute,  the  prince's  coun<* 
cil  will  not  permit  him  to  renounce  it,  and  accept 
another  cftate  in  England^  to  which  he  has  not 
€qual  right. 

Vni.  The  people  of  Snowden  declare^  That  though 
the  pririce  ihould  give  the  kins  poifeflion  of  it,  they 
would  never  owri,  and  pay  fubmiOion  to  ftrangers  % 
for  in  lb  doing,  they  would  bring  upon,  themfelves 
the  lame  mife^^  that  the  people  of  the  four  can- 
treds  have  fbr  a  long  time  groaned  under ;  beihg 
moft  rudely  handled  and  unjuftly  oppreiBed  by  ih6 
king's  officers  i  as  woefully  appears  by  their  feveral 
gtievances* 

IX.  As  for  Daiad^  the  prince's  brother^  we  fee  no 
realbn,  why  againft  his  will  he  fliould  be  com|>eUed  to 
take  a  journey  to  the  Holy  I^ind }  which  ir  he  hap» 
pens  to  undertake  hereafter  upoft  the  account  of  re- 
ligion^ it  is  no  caufe  that  his  iffvtt  ihould  be  difin^ 
herited,  but  rathef  encouraged^ 

Now  feeing  neither  tJie  pritice  nor  aiiy  of  hi*  fub- 
je£ts  upon  any  accognt  whaifoever^  have  moved  and 

V4  l>?g^» 
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began  this  y^ar,  but  only  defended  themielves,  tbcir 
properties,  laws,  and  liberties  from  the  encroachmentsr 
Qf  other  peribns ;  and  fincc  the  Englifli,  for  either 
Q>alice  or  covetoufnefs  to  obtain  our  eftates,  have 
unjuftly  occa^oned  all  thefc  troubles  and  broils  in 
the. kingdom,  we  are  aflured  that  our  defence  is  juft 
and  lawful,  and  therein  depend  upon  the  aid  and  af- 
fiftance  of  heaven  ^  which  will  be  nfioft  cruelly  re- 
venged upon  our  facrilegious  and  inhuman  enemies^ 
who-  have  left  no  manner  of  enormities,  in  relation  to 
God  and  man,  uncommitted.  Therefore  your  Grace 
woul^  more  juilly  threaten  your  eccleGafti^al  cenfuces, 
againft  the  authors  ainl  abettors  of  fuch  unparallelled 
imlanies,  than  the  innocent  fufFerers.  And  belide$» 
we  much  admire,  that  you  Ihould  advife  us  to  part 
with  our.own  eftates,  and  to  live  among  our  enemies  ;. 
as  if,  when  we  cannot  peaceably  enjoy  what  is  our 
own  unqueftioiiable  right,  we  might  exped  to  have 
quiet  pbflefTion  of  another  man's  :  and  though,  as  you 
fay,  it  be  hard  to  live  in  war  and  perjpetpal  dangier;  . 
yet  much  harder  it  is,  to  be  utterly  deftrpyed  and  re-- 
duced' to  nothing;  efpecially,  when  we  feek  but  the 
defence  of  our  own  liberties  from  the  iniatiable  ambr* 
tion  of  our  enemies.  .  And  feeing  your  Grace  has  pncH. 
mifed  to  fulminate  fentence  againft  all  them  that  ei* 
ther  for  malice  or  profit  would  hinder  and  obftrudt  the 
peace ;.  it  is  evident  who  in  this  refpe£k  aretran%ref- 
fors  and  delinquents ;  the  fear  and  apprchenfion  of 
imprifonment  and  ejedion  out  of  our  ellateSy  the  lenfc 
of  oppreilion  aAd  tyrannical  government;  having  com- 
pelled us  to  take  up  afms  for  the  fecurity  of  our  lives 
and  fortune.  Therefore  •  as  the  Englifti^are  not  dif- 
poflefled  of  their  eftates,  for  their  offences  againft  the. 
king,  fo  we  are  willirig  to  be  punifbed,.  or  make  other 
fi^tisfidlion  for  our  crimes,  without  being  .diQn,herited ; 
apd  as  tp  the  breach  of  the  pcace^  it  is  notorious  that 
they  were  the  authors,  who  never  regarded  either  pro- 
mile  or  covenant,  never  made  amends,  for  trefpaflfes, 
i\pr  remedy  for  our  complaints^ 

.  '        ^        J  When 
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When  the  archbiihop  faw  there  was  no  likelihood 
of  a  mediation,  and  that  a   peace  was.  ;mpoffible*  to 
be  concluded  as  long  as  the  Welch  ftuck  upon  con-> 
ditions;  .he  prefently  relinquifhed  his  pi^etended  af- 
fection, towards  them,  and  denounced  a  fentence  of 
excommunication.  aKainft  the  prince  and  all  his  ad- 
herents.   It  was  a  lubjeft  of  no  link  wonder,   that 
a  perfon  of  fo  reputed  a  fandlity,  who  efteemed  the 
ievcral  grievances  done  to, the  Welch, to  be  intolerable, 
ihould  now  condemn  them  for  refufal  of  unlimited 
fubminion  to  the  king  of  England  j  whereas  he  had 
already  owned  it  to  be  unreaibnable.     But  this  eccle* 
Iniilical  cenfure  was  only  a  prologue  to  a  more  me- 
lancholy fcene;  King  Edward  immediately  upon  it, 
fending  an  army  by  fea  to  Anglefey,  without  any  gre^t 
oppofition»  conquered   the  ifland,  and  without  any 
mercy,  put  all  that  withftood  him  to  the  fword.    From 
thence  defigping  to  pais  over  to  the  continent,  be 
caufed  a  bridge  of  boats  covered  with  planks  to  be 
built  over  the  Menay  (being  an  arm  of  the  fea  which 
parteth  the  ifle  from  the  main  land)  at  a  place  called 
Moel  y  don,  not  far  from  Bangor,  where  the  water 
is  narroweft.     The  bridge  being  finiihed,  which .  was 
lb  broad  as  that  threefcore  men  might  pafs  in  a  breafl:> 
William  Latimer,  with  a  ftrong  party  of  the  beft  ex- 
perienced foldiers,  and  Sir. Lucas  Thany,  commander 
of  the  Gafcoigns  and  Spaniards,  whereof  a  great  num- 
ber fervcd  the  king,  palTed  over,,  but  could  difcover 
no  fign,  or  any  the  leaft  intimation  of  an  enemy.    But 
as  foon  as  the  tide  began  to  appear,  and  the  fea  had 
overflown  befide.the  bridge,  down  come  the  Welch 
fiercely  out  of  the  mountains,  and  fetting  upon  the 
difiieartened  Englifh,   killed  or  drowned  their  whole 
number,   excepting  Latimer,    who  by  the  fwimming 
of  his  horfe  got  (afe  to  the  bridge.     In  this  a£kioo, 
fcveral  worthy  foldiers  of  the  Englilh  fide  wiere  krfl  5 
among  whom  were  Sir  Lucas  Thany,  Robert  CliflTord,    . 
Sir  Walter.  Lyndfey,  two  brothers  of  Robert  .Burnel 
bifhop  of  Bath,   with  many  others ;    in  all  to  the 
number  of  thirteen  knights,  feventeen  young  gentle- 
men. 
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mdrt,  and  two  htmdred  common  ((A6kr§.  A  little 
after^  OF  as  fome  fay  before,  another  engagdheht  paflbd 
between  the  Englnh  and  the  Welch,  wherein  the  for* 
tner  loft  iburieen  cctourd,  the  Lords  Audley  and  Clii^ 
ford  the  younger  being  flain,  and  the  king  hnnfidf 
forced  to  retreat  for  fafecy  to  the  cafUe  of  Hope. 

And  while  thefe  things  pafled  in  North  Wales,  did 
Earl  of  Glocefter  and  Sir  Edmund  Mortimer  afied 
vifloroufly  with  their  forces  in  South  Wales;  and 
fitting  the  Welch  at  Lhandeilo  Fawr,  overthrew 
them  with  the  lofs  of  no  confiderahle  perfon,  iaviiig 
William  de  Valence  the  king's  couGn-german,  and 
four  knights  befides.  Prince  Lhewelyn  was  aU  ddi 
while  in  Cardigan^  wafting  and  deftroying  all  the  coun* 
try,  and  principally  the  lands  of  Rhys  ap  Meredith^ 
who  very  umiaturally  held  with  the  king  of  England 
in  all  thefe  wars.  But  being  at  length  tired  with  ac^ 
tion,  with  a  few  men  privately  ftparated  himfelf  from 
his  army,  and  came  to  Buelht,  thinking  to  eafe  and  re^ 
(bice  himfelf  there  undifcovered.  But  coming  to  the 
iiver  Wye,  he  met  with  Edmund  Mortimer  and  John 
Gifibrd,  with  a  confiderable  party  of  the  people  of 
iSiat  country  which  Mortimer  was  lord  of.  But  neithef 
party  venturing  to  afiiul  the  other,  Prince  Lhewelyn  with 
one  ontf  fervant  retired  to  a  private  grove  in  a  ne^h- 
bouring  valley,  there  to  confult  with  certain  lords  o^ 
the  country,  who  had  appointed  to  meet  him.  In  the 
'  mean*  time  Mortimer  defccnds  from  the  hill,  with  in** 
tention  to  fall  upon  Lhewelyn's  men ;  which  they  per« 
cdving,  betook  themfelves  to  the  bridge  called  P<Mit 
Orewyn,  and  manfully  defended  the  paflage  he  was 
to  crofs.  Mortimer  could  efFed  nothing  agaihft  tbem^ 
till  he  had  gained  the  bridge,  the  river  being  impa& 
fable ;  and  to  force  them  to  quit  it,  feemed  altogether 
impraAicable.  But  at  laft,  the  river  was  difcovered  to 
be  fordaUe  a  little  below,  and  fo  Helias  Walwyn  was 
detached  with  a  party  through  the  river,  who  unez* 
peftedly  falling  upon  the  backs  of  the  defendants^ 
eafily  forced  them  to  leave  the  bridge,  and  fave  them- 
felves by  flight;    Prince  Lhewelyn  all  this  while  in 

vain 
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vaiiv  expefted  the  lords  of  Bueiht,  and  in  fine  con* 
tinued  to  wait  fo  long,  till  Montmer  having  pafled 
over  the  bridge,  furtounded  the  wood  he  was  in  with 
armed  men.    The  prince  perceiving  himfelf  to  be  be- 
trayed, thought  to  make  his  efcape  to  his  men ;  but 
the  Englilh  fb  clofely  purfued  him,  that  before  ho 
could  come  in,  one  Adam  Frandon,  not  knowing 
viho  he  was,  run  him  through  with  his  fword,  being 
unarmed.     The  Wdch  ftill  expeded  the  arrival  ^ 
their  prince,  and  though  but  a  few  in  number,  fo  gal- 
lantly mainuined  their  ground,  that  in  fpite  of  die 
far  greater  number  of  the  Englifli,  they  were  at  length 
with  much  ado  put  to  flight.    The  battle  being  over, 
Franfton  returned  ut  plunder  his  dead ;  but  perceiving 
him  to  be  the  prince  of  Wales,  he  thought  himlelf  to 
have  obtamed  a  fuificient  prize,  and  thereupon  pre-i 
&ntly  chc^  o£f  his  head,  and  fent  it  to  Kins  Edward 
at  Conwey^  who  very  joyfully  caufed  it  to  be  placed 
upon  the  higheft  pinnacle  of  the  tower  of  London. 
And  thus  fcU  this  wonhy  prince,  the  Ritateft,  though, 
the  laft  of  the  Britilh  blood,  betrayed  moft  bafely  by 
the  lords  of  Buelht,  and  being  dead,  moft  unworthily 
dealt  widi  by  the  kins  of  England;  who,  contrary  to 
all  precedents,  treated  a  lawnil  prince  like  a  traitor^ 
and  expofed  his  crowned  head  to  the  derifion  of  the 
multitude. 

Not  long  after,  David  the  princess  brother  was  de« 
livered  up  by  the  Welch  themfehes,  and  in  a  par^  . 
liament  for.  that  pur{>oie  aflembled  at  Shrewfbury,  was 
condemned  to  die;  his  head  to  be  fent  to  accompany 
'^  his  brother's  upon  the  tower  of  London,  and  his  four 
""  quarters  to  the  four  cities  of  Briftol,  Northampton^ 
York,  and  Winchefter.  Then  the  king  for  the  eafier 
keeping  the  Welch  in  due  fubje&ion,  built  two  ftrong 
caftles  in  North  Walei^ ;  the  one  at  Conwey  and  the 
other  at  Caernarvon.  There  was  none  that  now  ftood 
out  befides  Rhys  Fychart  of  Yftraty wy ;  and  he  find« 
ing  David  was  gon^  and  himfelf  like  to  do  nothing 
to  purpofe,  fairly  yielded  himfelf  up  to  the  Earl  of 
Hereford,  who  by  the  king's  orders  committed  him 
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priibner  to  die  tower  of  London  $  and  fi>  all  the  couS^ 
try  of  Wales  became  ever  flnce  fubjeft  tor  the  cr<ma" 
Qt  Expand. 


The  Princes  of  WALES  of  Ewglisf* 
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R I N  C  E  Lhmclyii  aiid  his  bfottcr  David  bciflg 
fo  bafely  taken  off,  and  leaving  no  body  to'  lay  any 
-aim<M2.  fpccious  claim  to  the  principality  of  Wales;  King  Ed- 
K^^i-  ^^d  by  a  flatute  made  at  Ruthlan,  incorporated  and 
annexed  it  to  the  crown  of  England ;  cordftituting  ie« 
Tcral  new  and  whokfome  laws ;  as  concerning  the  di- 
vifionof  Wales  into  fevcral  counties^  the  form  and 
manner  of  writs  and  proceedings  in  trials,  with  many 
others  not  very  unlike  the  lav^s  and  conftitutions  of  the 
Englifh  nation.  But  all  this  could  never  wi^  the  af-- 
fedtioa  of  the  Welch  toward  him ;  who  by  no  means 
would  own  him  as  their  fovereign,  unlefs  he  would  con- 
defcend  and  agree  to  live  and  reign  among  them.  They 
had  not  forgot  the  cruel  oppreffions  and  intolerable  in- 
iblencies  of  Engliih  officers  i  and  therefore  they  flady 
told  him,  they  would  never  yield  obfedience  to  any 
other,  than  a  prince  of  their  own  nation,  of  their  own 
language,  and  whofe  life  and  converfation  was  fpotlefs 
and  unblameable.  King  Edward  perceiving  the  >yelch 
to  be  refolute  and  inflexible,  and  abfolutely  bent  againft 
any  other  prince,  than  one  of  their  own  country,  hap- 
pily thought  of  this  politic,  though  dangerous  expe- 
dient. Queen  Eleanor  was  now  quick  with  child,  and 
seady  to  be  delivered ;  and  though  the  feafon  was  very 
ievere,  it  being  the  depth  of  winter,  the  kif;g  feat  for 
her  from  England,  and  removed  her  to  Caernarvon 
caftle,  the  place  dcfigncd  for  her  to  lye  in.    When  the 

time 
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time  of  her  ddivery  was  come,  King  Edward  called 
to  him  all  the  barons  and  chief  perfbns  throughout  all 
Wdes  to  Ruthlan^  there  to  confult  about  the  publick 
good  and  fafety  of  their  country.  And  being  informed 
that  his  queen  was  delivered  of  a  fon,  he  told  the  Welch 
nobility,  that  whepeas  they:  had  oftcindmes  intreatod  htm 
to  appoint  them  a  prince,  he  having  at  this  time  occa^ 
fion  to  depart  out  of  the  country,  with  tlieir  requeft, 
upon  condition  they  would  allow  of,  would  comply  and 
obey  him  whom  he  fhould  name.  The  .Welch  readily 
agreed  to  the  motion  only  with  the  fame  reierve,.  that 
he  (hould  appoint  them  a  prince  of  their  own  nation. 
King  Edward  afiured  them,  he  would  name  fuch  an 
one  as  was  born  in  Wales,  could  fpe^  no  Englifii, 
and  whofe  life  and  conVerfation  no. body  could  ftain  % 
whom  the  Welch  agreeing  to  own  and  obey,  he  named 
his  own  fon  Edward,  but  little  before  bom  in  Caer- 
narvon caftle.  ^       • 

>  King  Edward  having  by  thefe  nieansi  deluded  the 
Welch,  and  Beduoed  the  whole  country  cf  Wales  to 
his  own  devotion,  began  to  rewarcl  his  followers  with 
other  mens  properties,  a^d  beftowed  whole  lordlhtps 
and  towns  in  themidft  of  the  country  upon  Engliih 
lords,  among  whom  Henry  Laicy  Elarl  of  Lincoln  ob- 
tained the  lordlhipof  Dentegh ;  Reginald  Grey,  fccond 
fon  to  John  Lord  Grey  of  Wilton,  the  lordfhip  of 
Ruthyn.  This  Henry  Lacy  was  fon  to  Edmund 
Lacy,  the  fon  of  John  Lacy,  Lord  of  Halton  Pom- 
fret,  and  conftable  of  Chefter,  who  nurried  Marga- 
ret the  eldeft  daughter,  and  one  of  the  heirs  of  Robert 
Quincy  Earl  of  Lincoln,  This  He.iry  Lacy  lord  ot 
Denbigh  married  the  daughter  and  fole  heir  of  Wil- 
liam Longfpear  Earl  of  Salifbury,  by  whom  he  had 
ifluc  two  fons,  Edmund  and  John,  who  both  died 
young,  on^  by  a  fall  into  a  very  deep  well  wiihin 
the  cattle  of  Denbigh ;  and  a  daughter  named  Alicia, 
who  was  married  to  Thomas  Blantagenet  Earl  of  Lan- 
pafter,  who  in  right  of  his  wife  was  Earl  of  Lincoln 
^nd  Sarum,  Lord  of  Denbigh,  Halton  Pomfret,  and 
cqnftable   of  Chefter.     After  his  death,  King  Ed- 
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vard  11.  faeftowed  ^e  (aid  lordihip  of  Denbigh  upon 
Hugh  Liord  Spencer  Earl  of  Windiefta-,  upon  wliofe 
dec^ife.  King  Edward  Ul.  gave  it,  together  mtOn 
many  other  lordihips  in  the  marches,  to  R<^^  Mor- 
timer Earl  of  Mar(:lit  in  performance  of  a  promiie  he 
had  made,  whilft  ht  renoained  wkh  hia  mochor  iir 
France,  that  as  foon  as  he  Ihould  coow  to  the  oof- 
^fllon  of  the  crown  of  England,  he  would  beftov 
upon  the  faid  Earl  a£  March,  to  the  value  cf  a  thou- 
iand  pound  yearly  in  lands*  But  within  few  years  a& 
fer,  Mortimer  beins  attainted  of  high  treaion.  King 
£dward  beftowed  the  faid  lordflxip  of  Denbigh  upon 
Montague  Earl  of  Saliibiiry  i  but  it  was  quickly  re- 
ftored  again  to  the  Mortimers,  in  which  hogib  it  con- 
tinued, till  the  whole  eftate  of  die  Earls  of  Marcht 
came  with  a  daughter  to  the  houfe  <^  Yorkt  and  to 
to  the  crown,.  Richard  Duke  of  York,  grandfather  to 
Edwaid  the  fourth,  having  married  the  kk  daugjiter 
and  heir  of  die  houfe  t(  the  Mortimers*  And  ib  it 
condnued  in  the  crown  to  Qsieen  Elizabeth*^  time, 
who  in  the  fixth  year  of  her  rdgn,  beftowed  the 
laid  lordihip  upon  her  Meat  favourite  Robert  Earl 
of  liCicefter,  who  was  men  created  Baron  of  Den- 
bkh.  Afttr  him  it  returned  again  to  the  crown,  where 
it  has  continued  to  this  prefent  year  1696,  when  his 
prefent  Majefty  granted  a  patent  under  the  Great  Seal 
to  William  Earl  of  Portland,  for  the  lordfhips  of 
Denbigh,  Bromfield,  and  Yale«  Some  of  the  Welch 
reprelentatives,  percdving  how  far  iuch  a  grant  en- 
croached upon  the  properties  and  privilfrges  of  the 
fubjed,  difclofed  their  grievances  to  the  hono)vable 
Houfe  of  Commons,  who  after  fome  confidera^ion, 
refolved  (nemne  cofUradicenie)  that  a  peddon  ihouk) 
ibe  prefented  to  his  Majefty  by  the  body  of  the  whole 
Houfe,  to  requeft  him  ro  recall  his  grant  to  the  fiud 
Earl  of  Portland ;  which  was  accordingly  done  10  the 
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'  May  it  pleafe  Your  Nfoft  Excellent  Majefty^ 

WE  Your  Majefty's  mofk  dutiful  and  loyal  fub- 
je&s,  the.  knights,  xitizens^  und  burgefles  in 
parliameBt  aflembled  -,  humbly  lay  before  Yopr  Ma- 
jcfty,  That  whereas  there  is  a  grant  paflinK  to  Wil- 
liam Earl  of  Portland,  and  his  heirs^  of  the  manors 
pf  Denbigh,  Qromfield,  and  Yale,  and  divers  other 
lands  in  tw  principality  of  ^yales•,  together  with  fc- 
yeral  eftates  of  inheritance,  enjoyed  by  many  of  Your 
Majefty's  fubjefts  by  virtue  ot  fuitient  gr^ts  from  the 
(:rown : 

That  the  faid  manors,  with  the  large  apd  extenfive 
royalties,  powers,  and  jurildiftions  to  the  (ame  belong- 
ing, are  odf  ^reat  concern  to  Your  Majefty  and  the 
crown  of  this  realm:  and  that  the  lame  have  been 
pfually  annexed  to  the  principality  of  Wales,  and 
fettled  pn  the  Princes  of  Wales  for  their. fupport: 
and  tbs^t  a  great  number  of  Tour  Majefty*s  fubjeftst 
in  thofe  pans,  hold  their  eftates  by  royal  tenure,  under 
great  ancf  valuable  compofitions,  rents,  royal  payments, 
and  feryices  to  the  crown  and  princes  of  Wales ;  and 
.have  by  fuch  tenure  great,  dependance  on  Your  Ma- 
jefty ^nd  the  crown  of  England ;  and  have  enjoyed 
grf  at  privileges  and  advantages  with  their  eftates,  un- 
der fuch  tenure. 

We  therefore  moft  humbly  befeech  Your  Majefty, 
to  put  a  ftop  to  the  paftlng  thi^  grant  to  the  Earl  of 
Portland^  of  the  faid  manors  and  lands  ^  and  that  the 
iame  cnay  not  be  difpofed  from  the  crown,  but  by' 
confent  of  parliament :  for  that  fuch  grant,  is  in  diqii- 
nution  of  the  honour  and  intereft  of  the  crown^  by 
placing  in  a  fubjed,  fuch  large  and  extenfive  royaU 
ties,  powers^  and  jurifdi£tions,  whic|^  ought  only  to  be 
in  the  crpwn ;  and  will  fever  that  depeqdance,  which 
fo  great  fi  number  of  Ypur  Majjefty*s  fubje^  in  thofe 
pirts,  haye  on  Yo^r  M^efty  and  the  crown,  by  rea- 
fon  of  their  tenure^  and  may  be  to  their  great  opprcf- 
lion  in  thofe  rights  which  they  have  purchafed,  and 
hitherto  enjoyed  with  their  eftates :  and  alfo,  on  occa- 
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(ion  of  great  vexation  to  many  of  Your  Majefty's 
fubjeds,  who  have  long  had  the  abfolute  inheritimce 
of  feveral  lands  (comprehended  in  the  faid  graat  to 
the  Earl  of  Portland)  by  antient  grants  from  the 
<u:own. 

His  M  A  J  E  s  t  y's  Anfwcn 

Gentlemen, 

IHavc  a  kindnefs  for  my  Lord  Portland;  which  he 
has  deferved  of  Me,  by  long  and  faithful  Icrviccs; 
but  I  (hould  not  have  given  him  thefe  lands,  if  I  had 
imagined  the  Houfe  of  Commons  could  have  been 
concerned  -,  I  will  therefore  recall  the  grant,  and  find 
fome  other  way  of  fliewing  My  favour  to  him. 

The  lordfhip  of  Ruthyrt  continued  in  the  poflef- 
'fion  of  the  Greys,  till  the  reign  of  Henry  VIL  when 
George  Grey  Earl  of  Kent,  and  Lord  of  Ruthyn,  upon 
fome  bargain,  paffed  the  fame  over  to  the  king,  fince 
which  it  has  l>een  in  the  poffeflion  of  fome  of  the 
Earls  of  Warwick,  and  afterwards  came  to  the  Mid- 
dletons  of  Chirk  caftle  in  the  county  of  Denbigh, 
where  it  dill  continues ;  being  now  enjoyed  by  the 
right  worfhipful  Sir  Richard  Middlcton,  baronet. 

But  befides  Henry  Lacy  and  Reginald  Grey,  feveral 
other  gentlemen  of  quality  came  at  this  time  with 
King  Edward  to  North  Wales,  who  in  fome  time  be- 
came to  be  men  of  great  pofleflions  and  fway  in 
the  country,  wfiofe  pofterity  enjoy  the  fame  to  this 
time.  But  he  that  expefted  to  fare  .beflr  in  the  di- 
ftribution  of  thefe  lordfliips  and  eftates  in  Wales, 
was  one  Rhys  ap  Meredith  a  Welchman,  and  one 
that,  contrary  to  the  allegiance  fworn  to  his  prince, 
and  his  duty  to  his  native  count rj^,  had  ferved  the 
king  of  England,  in  all  thefe  wars,  and  done  the 
greateft  hurt  of  any  man  to  the  intcreft  of  Prince 
Lhewelyn.  For  thefe  great  fery ices  done  to*  King 
Edward,  Rhys  e)cpefted  ndr  lefs  than  to  be  promoted 

to 
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to  the  hightft  preferments;  whom  the  king  after  the 
Prince  of  Wales's  overthrow  firft  dubbed  knight, 
and  afterwards  .  fed  him  with  fair  words  and  greac 
promifes. 

*  But  when  he,  and  all  his  neighbours  and  country- 
men had  fubmitted  themielves  to  the  government  of 
the  king  of  England ;  it  happened  that  the  Lord  Pain 
Tiptoft,  warden  of  the  king's  caftles  which  joined 
to  Rhys's  country,  and  the  Lord  Alan  Plucknet,  the 
king's  ftcward  in  Wales,  cited  Sir.  Rhys  ap  Mere- 
dith, with  all' the  reft  of  the  country,  to  the  king's 
court  •,  which  he  refuting  to  do,  alkdging  his  antient  pri^ 
viieges  and  liberties,  together  with  the  king's  promifes 
to  him,  the  aforefaid  officers  proceeded  againft  him 
^ccoixiing  to  law:  'Whereupon  Sir  Rhys  being  greatly  ^^  "^* 
vexed  to  be  thus  ferved  by  thofe  whofe  intereft  he  had 
all  this  while  fo  warmly  efpbuled,  thought  to  be  re- 
venged of  Pain  Tiptoft,  and  the  reft  of  the  En- 
glifh.  And  to  that  end,  having  drawn  together  ibme 
of  tii6  tenants  and  countrymen,  he  fell  upon,  the  faid 
Pain'  Tiptoft;  between  whom  feveral  ikirmifties  after;- 
wafds  happened^  and  feveral  men  were^ilain  on  both 
fides.  King  Edward  was  now  at  Arragon  to  compofe  the 
difitrences  betwixt  the  kings  of  Arragon  and  Naples ; 
but  being  informed  of  the  difturbances  which  had  hap- 
pened in  Wales,  betwixt  his  mihifters  there,  and  Sir 
Rhys  ap  Meredith:;  he  wrote  to  his  latter,  requiring 
iiim  to  keep  the.  peace,  till  his-  return  v  at  what  time 
he  would  redrefs  all  grievances,*  and  reduce  matters 
to  a  good  and  reafonable  order.  But  Sir  Rhys  hav-^ 
ing  already  waited  fufficiently  upon  the  king's  pro- 
mifes, and  being  now  in  a  good  condition  to  offend 
his  enemies  by  force  of  arms,  would  not  give  over 
the  enterprize  he  faw  fo  promifing,  but  marching 
with  his  forces .  to  his  enemies'  lands,  burnt  and 
fpoiled  feveral  towns  belonging  to  the  Englilb, 
Upon  this,  the  king  fent  to  the  Earl  of  Cornwal, 
whom  he  had  appointed  his  deputy  during  his  ab- 
fence,  to  march  with  an  army  into  Wales,  to  reprcfs 
the  infolencies,  and  to  prevent  any  farther  dilorderly 
attempts  of  the  Welch.    The  Earl  accordingly  pre- 
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pared  an  anny  and  ifrent.  tsgaifA  Sir  Rkys*s^  ^Aofe 
^  army  he  quickly. di^>erfed*  and  ovenhcew  im  ciftle 
of  DrcfolaO)  but  not  vtcbout  the  k&  of  iboie  of  hm 
chief  men.  For  as  they  befieged  and  undermined  the 
faid  caftle,  the  walls  unexpcftiKlly  fcU,<k)Wii,  t^  wfakb 
vnlucky  accident,  fereral  c^  the  En^lifli  were  opfucf^ 
led  and  bruifed  to  death,  an^ong  whom  were  the 
Lord  Strafibrd,  and  the  Lord  Wilitam  de  MoncheoCf. 
But  within  a  while  after,  Xobert  Tiptoft  Lord  Ikpixj 
of  Wales,  raifed  a  very  powefful  army  s^inft  Sir 
Rhys^  and  afcer  a  daughter  of  4000  of  the  Wdd^ 
took  him  prtfoner,  who  the  Michaekias  £:>lk>wii^ 
at  the  king's  going  to  Scotland,  was  oondramed  aad 
executed  at  York. 
A.  0,1193.  But  the  death  of  Sir  Rhys  did  not  put  a  final  pe» 
riod  to  all  the  quarrels  betwixt  the  Eqgliih  and 
Welch,  for  in  a  fhOrt  tim«  after,  there  happened  s 
new  occafioB  for  tkt  Welch  to  murmur  ag^nfi^  mad 
upbr^  the  govemrocot  of.  the  Eiigltfli  over  them. 
King  Exlward  was  now  in  aAual  cnknity  and  war  witk 
the  king  of  Fxance;  £6r  the  cacrying  on  of  which^  he 
wanted  a  liberal  fubfidy  and  fiiipply  from  his  iub^ 
je£(s.  This  tax  was  widi  a  great  d^  <^  paffioo  aoi 
relufbncy  levied  in  divers  places  of  the  kingdoos 
but  more  efpecially  in  Wales,  die  Welch  bdng  never 
acquainted  with  fuch  hi^  contributions  before^  vio* 
1194.  lently  ftormed  and  exdaimed  againft  it.  But  MC 
beuig  fatisfied.wich.  vJHifying  the  king's  commaiH^ 
they  took  their  own.  captain  Roger  de  Pulefijoo,  who 
was  appointed  collector  of  the  fa»d  fubfidy,  and  hanged 
him  up,  together  with  divers  others  who  ahettted  the 
coUe^ing  of  the  tax.  Then  the  Weft  Wales  noca 
chofe  Maelgon  Fychan  for  their  captain,  and  fo  CMcr- 
ing  into  Caermardhyn  and  Peml»t)ke  fbires,  they  cru- 
elly harrafled  all  the  lands  that  belong^  to  the  En- 
lifh,  and  then  returned  laden  with  confidcrable  booty. 
The  Glamofgapihire  men,  and  they  towards  the  fouth 
parts,  choie  one  Morgan  for  their  leader  and  fet  upon 
the  Earl  of  Glocefber,  whom  they  forced  to  make  his 
cfcape  out  of  the  country  ;  and  fo  Morgan  was  pot 
in  polTei&on  of  tkofe  lands  which  the  anccftors  of  the 
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Earl  of  Glocefter  had  forcibly  taken  away  from  Mor- 
gan's forefathers.  On  the  other  fide^  the  North  Wales 
men  fet  up  one  Madoc  related  to  the  laft  Lhewclyn 
(lain  at  Buelht,  who  having  drawn  t<^cther  a  great 
number  of  men«  canie  to  Caernarvon^  and  letting  upon 
the  Engliih  who  in  great  multitudes  had  then  reforted 
thither  to  a  fair,  flew  a  great  many,and  afterwards  fpoiled 
and  ranfacked  the  whole  town.  King  Edward  being 
acquainted  with  thefe  different  infurretfHons  and  rr- 
bcUions  in  Wales,  and  defirous  to  quell  the  pride  and 
ftubbomels  of  the  Welch,  but  moft  of  all  to  revenge 
the  death  of  his  great  favourite  Roger  de  Pulcfdon, 
recalled  his  brother  Edmund  Earl  of  Lancailcr,  and 
Henry  Lacy  Earl  oi  Lincoln  and  lord  of  Denbigh, 
who  with  a  confidcrable  army  were  ready  to  embark 
for  Gafc<»gn,  and  countermanded  them  into  Wales. 
Being  arrived  there,  they  pailcd  quietly  fon^'ard,  till 
they  came  to  Denbigh,  and  as  ibon  as  they  drew  near 
unto  the  caftle,  upon  Sv  Martin's  day  the  Wekh  with 
great  fury  and  courage  faced  them,  and  joining  bat^ 
tie,  forced  them  back  with  a  very  conQderable  Io6. 
Polydore  Virgil  fays,  (but  upon  what  authority  is  not 
known)  that  the  Welch  obtained  this  viftory  rather 
upon  the  account  that  the  EngUfli  army  was  hired 
with  (iich  money  as  had  been  wrongfully  taken  out 
of  the  abbies  and  other  religious  places,  fo  that  it  was 
a  judgment  from  above,  more  than  the  force  of  the 
Welch,  that  overcame  the  Englilh  army.  But  be  the 
caufe  of  it  what  it  will,  it  is  certain  the  Englilh  were 
vanquilhed,  upon  which  account  King  Edward  came 
in  perfon  to  Wales,  and  kept  his  Chriftmas  at  Aber- 
conwey,  where  Robert  Winchelley  archbilhop  of  Can- 
terbury being  returned  from  Rome,  came  to  him,  and 
having  done  hom^r*,  returned  honourably  again  to 
En^and.  But  as  the  king  advanced  farther  into  the 
country,  having  but  one  part  of  his  army  with  him, 
the  Wdch  fet  upon  and  took  moft  of  his  carriages, 
which  contained  a  great  quantity  of  viduals  and  pro- 
vifion,  lb  that  the  king  with  all  his  followers  were  con- 
ftrained  to  endure  a  great  deal  of  hardlhips,  in  (b 
much  that  at  laft  water  mixed  with  honey,  and  very 
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coarfe  and  ordinary  bread  with  the  falteft  meat,  were 
accounted  the  greateft  delicacies  for  his  Majefty's  own 
table*  But  their  mifery  was  hke  to  be  greater,  had 
not  the  other  part  of  the  army  come  in  time,  becaufe 
the  Welch  had  encompafled  the  king  round,  in  hopes 
to  reduce  him  to  the  utmoft  diftrefs,  by  reafon  uM 
the  water  was  fo  rifen,  that  the  reft  of  the  army  could 
not  get  to  him.  But  the  water  within  fomc  time  af- 
ter abating)  the  remainder  of  the  army  came  in,  where- 
upon the  Welch  prefently  retired,  and  made  their 
cfcape.  One  thing  is  very. remarkable  of  King  Ed- 
ward  during  his  diftrefs  at  Snowden,  that  when  the 
army  was  reduced  to  very  great  extremity,  a  fmall 
quantity  of  wioe  was  found,  which  they  thought  to 
reierve  for  the  king's  own  ufe.  But  he  to  prevent 
any  difcontenc,  which  might  thereupon  be  railed  in 
his  foldiers  abfolutely  refufed  to  tafte  thereof,  telling 
them,  ^  That  in  time  of  neceflity  all  things  Should  be 
common,  and  as  he  was  the  cauie  and  author  of  their 
diftrefs,  he  would  not  be  preferred  before  them  in  his 
diet/ 

But  whilft  the  king  remained  in  Snowden,  the  Ear] 
of  Warwick  being  informed  that  a  -great  number  of 
Welch  were  afiembled,  and  had  lodged  themfelves  in 
a  certain  valley  betwixt  two  woods,  chofe  out  a  troop 
of  horfe,  together  with  fome  crofs-bows  and  archers, 
and  fct  upon  them  in  the  night-time.  The  Welch 
being  thus  furpriied  and  unexpe&edly  encompaifed 
about  by  their  enemies,  made  the  beft  hafte  they  could 
to  oppofe  them,  and  fo  pitching  their  fpears  in  the 
ground,  and  directing  the  points  towards  their  ene*. 
mies,  endeavoured  by  fuch  means  to  keep  off  the 
horfe.  But  the  Earl  of  Warwick  having  ordered  his 
battle  fo,  as  that  between  every  two  horfes  there  ftood 
a  crofsbpw,  fo  gauled  the  Welch  with  the  (hot  of  the 
quarrels,  that  the  fpear-men  fell  apace,  and  then  the 
horfe  breaking  eafily  in  upon  the  reft,  bare  them 
down  with  fo  great  a  flaughter,  as  the  Welch  had 
never  received  before.  After  this,  Kin^  Edward  to 
prevent  any  more  rebellious  attempts  ot  the  Welch, 
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cut  down  all  the  woods  in  Wales,  wherein,  in  any 
time  of  danger,  they  were  wont  to  hide  and  fave  them- 
fclves.  And  for  a  farther  fccurity,  he  repaired  and 
fortified  all  the  caftles  and  places  of  ftrength  in  Wales, 
•  and  built  the  cattle  of  Bcwmoris  in  the  ifle  of  Angle- 
icy,  and  fo  having  put  all  things  in  a  fettled  pofture, 
and  punifhed  thofc  that  had  been  the  occalion  of  the 
death  of  Roger  de  Pulcfdon,  he  returned  with  his  army 
into  England.  But  as  foon  as  the  king  had  left  the 
Welch,  Madoc,  who,  as  it  is  faid  before,  was  chofcn 
captain  by  the  North  Wales  men  gathered  fome  forces 
together,  and  came  to  Ofweftry,  which  prefently  yielded 
to  him.  And  then  meeting  with  the  Lord  Strange 
near  Knookine,  who  with  a  detachment  of  the  marchers 
came  to  oppofe  him,  gave  him  battle,  vanquifhed  his 
forces,  and  miferably  ravaged  his  country.  The  like 
fuccefs  he  obtained  a  iecond  time  againft  the  marchers, 
but  at  laft  they  brought  together  a  very  great  number 
of  men,  and  met  Madoc  marching  towards  Shrewfbury, 
.  upon  the  hills  of  Cefn  Digolh,  not  far  from  Camrs  ca^ 
ftle,  where  after  a  bloody  fight  on  both  fides,  Madoc 
was  taken  prifoner,  and  his  army  vanquifhed  and  put 
to  flight.  Then  he  was  (ent  to  London,  and  there  len- 
tenced  to  remain  in  perpetual  .  imprifonment  in  the 
Tower^  though  others  affirm,  that  Madoc  was  never 
taken,  but  that  after  feveral  adventures  and  fevcre  con- 
flidls,  whereby  the  Welch  were  reduced  to  great  extre- 
'  mities,  he  came  in  and  fubmitted  himfelf  to  the  king^ 
who  received  him  upon  condition  he  would  not  defift 
to  purfue  Morgan  captain  of  the  GlamorganHiire 
men,  till  he  brought  him  prilbner  before  him.  Ma- 
doc having  performed  this,  and  the  whole  country 
being  peaceable  and  unditturbed,  feveral  hoftages  from 
the  chiefeft  nobility  of  Wales  for  their  orderly  and 
quiet  behaviour  were  delivered  to  the  king,  who  dif- 
pofed  of  them  into  divers  caftles  in  England,  where 
they  continued  in  fafe  cuftody  till  the  end  of  the  war, 
which  was  prefently  commenced  with  Scotland. 

In  the  29th  year  of  King  Edward's  reign,  the  pritice^  p.  1301- 
of  Wale§  came  down  to  Chefter,  and  received  homage 
of  all  the  freeholders  in  Wales  as  follows,    Henry 
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Earl  of  Lancaftcr  for  Monmouth ;  Reginald  Gray  for 
Ruthyn ;  Foulke  Fkzwarrcn  for  his  lands  i  tbc  Lord 
William  Mart)'n  for  his  lands  in  Cemacs;  Roger  MoT- 
timer  for  his  lands  in  Wales  j  Henry  Lacy  Earl  of 
Lincoln  for  Rhos  and  Rhyfoneioc;  Robert  Lord  Mon- 
talt,  for  his  lands,  and  Gruffydh  Lord  of  Poole,  for 
the  iordihip  of  Powys,  at  the  ^me  time  paid  their  ho« 
mage  Tudor  ap  Grono  of  Anglefey,  Madoc  ap  Tudor 
archdeacon  of  Anglefey,  Eineon  ap  Howcl  of  Caernar- 
von, Tudor  ap  Gruffydh,  Lhewelyn  ap  Ednyfed,  Gruf- 
fydh  Fychan  fon  of  Gruff>'dh  ap  lorwerth,  Madoc  Fy- 
chan  Dengl6eld,  Lhe\i7elyn  bifiiop  of  St.  Afaph,  and 
Richard  ck  Pulefdon.  This  lad  in  the  twelfth  year 
of  Kii^  Edward  was  conftituted  (heriflT  of  Caeniar- 
von  for  life,  with  the  ftipend  of  forty  pounds  fterling 
yearly.  At  the  fame  place,  Gruffydh  ap  Tudor,  Ithel 
Fychan,  Ithel  ap  Blethyn,  with  many  more  did  their 
homage.  Then  the  prince  came  to  Ruthlan,  where 
the  Lord  Richard  de  Sutton  Baron  of  Malpas,  paid 
homage  and  fealry  far  the  faid  barony  of  Malpas* 
Thence  the  prince  removed  to  Conwey,  whene  Eineon 
bifhop  of  Bangor,  and  David  abbot  of  Maynan  did 
their  homage  ;  as  did  Lewis  de  Felton  ion  of  Rich^ 
Felton,  for  the  lands  which  his  father  held  of  the 
prince  in  Maelor  Saefneg,  or  Knglifh  Maelor.  John 
Earl  Warren  fwore  homage  for  the  lordfliips  of  Broin- 
field  and  Yale,  and  his  lands  in  Hope-Dak,  at  Lon- 
don in  the  chapel  of  the  Lord  John  de  Kirkby  feme- 
time  bifliop  of  Ely ;  as  aUo  a  while  after,  Edmund 
Mordmer  for  his  lands  of  Cery  and  Cydewen. 

But  befides  all  thele,  there  paid  homage  to  the 
prince  of  Wales  at  Cheftcr,  Sir  Gruffydh  Llwyd  Ion 
of  Rhys  ap  Gruffydh  ap  Ednyftd  Fychan,  a  ftout  and 
a  valiant  gentleman,  though  not  very  fortunate,  and 
as  Florus  fays  of  Scrtorius,  he  was  fnagna^  quidem^  fed 
calamiicfa  viriutis.  He  was  knighted  by  King  Edward 
the  -Firft^  upon  his  bringing  the  firft  news  of  the 
queen's  lafe  deliver}'  of  a  fon  at  Caernarvon  caftk^ 
the  king  holding  then  a  parliament  at  Ruthlan.  This 
Sir  GrU^'dh  continjued  for  fome  time  very  gracious 
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With  the  king  of  England,  but  obferving  at  kngtK 
the  intolerable  oppreflion  and  tyfanny  exercifed  by  the 
£ngltlh  officer^,'  cfpeciaUy  by  Sir  Roger  Mortimcir 
Lord  of  Chirkc  and  Juftice  of  Nortk  Walesj  towardsr 
his  countrymen  the  Welch,  became  fo  far  concerned 
and  4Ucontcnted  with  fuch  unwarrantable  pradices^ 
that  he  prefently  brake  out  into  open  rebcUior^ 
againft  the  Engliih.  And  the  better  to  effedb  what 
he  purpofed,  he  treated  with  Sir  Edward  Bruce 
brother  to  Robert  then,  king  of  Scotland^  who  h^d 
conquered  Ireland,  to  bring  or  fend  over  ioxtit  forces 
to  aflift  him  in  his  defi^n  againft  the  Englifh,  upoQi 
v/hkh  account  he  fent  him  rap  following  ktten 

Nobili  in  Chrifto  conqueftori  domino 
Edvardo,  illuftriffimo  rcgi  Hibernian, 
fuus,  {i  placet,  Griffinus  Llwyb  in 
North- Wall :  reverentiam  debitam  in 
honore. 

A  UDI T A  nobis  veftri  in  terrarum  ConqUifitiofte 
XjL  ^^^^  ^gregia  in  partibus  noftris  prascipue  debcl- 
land.  ^mulos  noftros  &  veftros,  qui  tarn  vos  quami 
nos  ab  h^rcdltatibus  vi  injufte  expellendo  deftruxerunti 
&  nomen  noflrum  membriamque  in  terris  delere  conati 
fuerunt,  ab  initio  fupra  modum  applaudiinuSj  ut  me- 
rito  dcbemus,  omnes  unanimiter  m  partibus  noftris, 
unde  vobis  ex  parte  WallenGum  nobilium  fignifico  per 
prarfcntes*  quod  fi  ad  Walliam  cum  hominibus  veftris 
digaemini  venire,  vel  fi  vos  in  propria  perfona  accederc 
niuc  npn  poteritis,  aliquem  nobilem  Albanen.  comitem, 
baronem  vel  milctem,  cum  paucis,  fi  plurimi  nequeanc 
ade(re,'ad  diftas  partes  noftras  volueritis  mandarc*    Pa- 

rati  erimus  omnes.  unanimiter dicem  eo 

quod  nomen  vcftrum  celebre  ubique  publicetur  expug- 
nat ;  fi  quid  Saxonibus  in  Albania,  per  illuftrem  rcgem' 
fratrem  vcftrum  ultim.  per  vos  in  Hibernia,  per  vos 
&:  nos  in  Wallia  ftatum  Veftrum  priftinum  per  Brutum 
conquifitum  rccuperablmus,  ipfifquc  fuppediutis,  ton^ 
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fufis  &  difperfis,  Britannia  juxta  difcretam  veftras  do 
minationis  ordinationcm  inter  Britones  &  Albaneos  in 
pofterum  divifa  cohsereditabitur.      Valcat  dominatio 
vcftra  regia  per  cunfta  fecula. 

To  this  letter  of  Sir  Gruffydh  Llwyd's,   Sir  Ed- 
ward Bruce  returned  the  following  anfwer. 

OM  N.  I B  U  S:  defidcrantibus  a  fcrvitutc  liberari 
falutem  in  ed.  '  .Qui  defiderant  in  fc  releavat.  & 
liberat.  ab  anguftiis,  temporibus  opportunism  quia  qui- 
libet  chriitianus  obligatur  fuo  proximo  in  omni  angu« 
ilia  fubvenire^  &  prascipue  iliis  qui  ex  una  radice  ori- 
ginis  five  parentelae  .&  patriae  primitus  proceflcrunt, 
ideo  compatientes  veftras  fervituci  &  anguftiae,  jam 

•  • Anglicana  moleftia  indigenti  decrevimiis 

(auxiliante  altiffimo)  veftro  ^ravamini  occurrerc,  & 
innaturalem  &:  barbaricam  totis  viribus  Angiicanam  dc 
veftris  finibus  cxpellerc  fcrvitutfcm,  ut  fie  ficut  a  prin- 
cipio  Albanicus  et  Britannicus  populus  expulfis  hofti- 
bus  in  perpctuum  fiet  unus.  Et  quia  nuUus  inimicus 
faciliter  relevatur  libenter  prascipimus,  fi  jugum  Angli- 
canum  in  tantum  vos  deprimit,  quantum  nupcr  dc- 
prefferat  populum  Scotianum,  ut  fie  ex  veflrro  concordi 
conamine,  &  noftro  fuperveniente  (juvaminc  diiponente 
femper  divino)  pofitis  jura  veftra  &  juftitiam  recupe- 

tare  &  proprietatem hiereditatem  pacifice 

poffidere.  Veruntamen  dci  cum  omnia  fcrviunt  in  ifto 
propofito  filium  invocamus,  quod  non  ex  prarfumpti- 
one  ^  ambicione  injufti  dominii  talia  attemptamus^ 
fed  ex  mera  compaflione  effiifionis  innocentis  veftri  fan- 
guinis  &  fubjcAionis  intollerabilis  &  fignant :  ad  hoc 
quod  vellemus  inimicorum  veftrorum  &  noftrorum  vi- 
res reprimere,  qui  nee  pacem  nee  coneordiam  defide- 
rant. Imo  veftram  &  noftram  finalem  deftruftionem, 
fieut  a  principio  ingreflionis  eorum  in  Britanniam  incef- 
fanter  diebus  ae  nodtibus  molientur,  &  quia  nullo  mo- 
do  eft  noftras  confcicntiae  quemquam  decipere,  ncc 
etiam  dccipi  a  quocunque,  noftram  intcntioncm  & 
propoGt.  fine  tergiverfatione  aliqua  declaramus  quod 
libenter  fcircmus  veftram  volumatem,  C  rarioncm  noftri 
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Mbons  &  conaminis  intuitu  revddtionts  yeftras  accep- 
^e  decrement,  nobis  cotnmittere  profecutionem  que-; 
relac  ;veftrae^&  juftitix  nee  noQ  capitale  doipinium  veftri 
pro  ut  alius  hadenus  princeps  vefter  li^erius  habere 
confuevit.  ^  Ita  quod  vos  omnes  &  finguii  cujufcunque 
extiteritis  cQnditionis  priftinis  haereditatibus,  terris»  li-' 
bertatibus,  pofiefllonibus  confuetis,  &c  omnibus  condi- 
tiombus  ad  vos  expe£kantibus  integr^  &  finaliter  gau? 
deatis.  Yeltram  igicur  voluntatem  fuper  hiis  &  qui- 
bufcunque  aliis  in  quibus.  vos  confolari  poterimus,  (i 
videatur  expediens  caute  &  celeriternobis  remandetis.. 
y  alete  domini  in  domino. 

But  for  all  that  thefe  letters  paflfed  betwixt  them 
vrhether  by  reafon  that  Bruce's  terms  were  conceived 
unreafonable,  nothing  however  was  concluded  upon, 
and  the  whole  treaty  came  to  nothing.  But  Sir  Gruf- 
iydh,  though  without  any  hopes  of  affiftance  from  the 
Scots,  would  not  lay  alide  what  he  had  once  under* « 
taken,  and  therefore  having  gathered  all  the  forces  he 
could,  defperately  fet  upon,  and  almoft  in  an  inftanc 
over-ran  all  North  Wales  and  the  Marches,  feizing 
upon  all  the  caftles  and  ilrong  holds  through  the  coun- 
try. But  all  to  no  purpofe,  for  ^s  the  mod  violent 
ftream  is  quickly  over,  fo  Sir  Gruffydh*s  army  was 
prefently  fpcnt,  and  then  being  met  with  by  a  ftrong 
detachment  of  Englifh,  his  party  was  eafiily  difcom- 
fited,  and  himfelf  taken  prifoner. 

The  fame  year  bein^  the  15th  of  the  reign  of  King  ^p"^ 
Edward  the  Second,  his  eldeft  fon  Edward  born  at 
Windfor,^  in  a  parliament  holden  at  York,  was  created 
Prince  of  Wales,  Duke  of  Aquitainc,  and  Earl  of 
Chefter.  This  prince  fucceeded  his  father  in  the 
kingdom  of  England,  by  the  name  of  Edward  the 
Third,  one  of  the  greateft  and  moft  powerful  mo- 
narchs  that  ever  fat  upon  the  Englifli  throne. 

Edward  born  at  Woodftock,  eldeft  fon  and  heir  to  1343. 
King  Edward  the  Third,  was  created  prince  of  Wales, 
upon  the  12th  day  of  May  in  the  17th  year  of  his 
J&thcr's  reign,  b^ing  then  about  fourteen  years  of  age. 

He 
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He  was  a  prince  of  incompwablc  quaiifeackms,  b»t 
fo  fignally  famous  in  martial  affairs,  tliat  upon  the 
account  of  ^  the  feveral  aAions  ke  was  engaged  in, 
hie  received  the  name  of  ii%ck  PrinGc.  He  took 
J<^n  the  French  king  prifoner  at  the  battle  of  Poic* 
tiers,  and  flianoefuHy  vanquiik^d  the  French  amjr 
in  the  battle  of  Cnify.  He  did  not  live  to  ei^of 
the  crown,  but  died  one  year  before  his  father  in  the 
ibrty-fixth  year  of  his  age-,  no  piince  was  in  his  life- 
time better  beloved,  and  after  his  death  nxore  la- 
mented by  the  Englifli  nation,  who  had  he  liv^ 
to  (it  at  the  helm,  no  one  doubted  but  that  he  would 
have  exceeded  as  to  all  qualifications,  the  moft  gb« 
rious  renown  of  the  gmntA  of  his  anceftors. 

In  the  time  of  Edward  the  Third,  lived  Sir  Tudor 
Vaughan  ap  Grono,  defcended  lineally  from  Ednyfed 
Vaughan,  a  perfon  as  to  eftate,  power  and  intereft, 
one  of  die  chiefeft  in  North  Wales.  Upon  Iboie 
motive,  either  of  ambition  or  fancy,  he  aflumed  to 
himfelf  the  honour  of  knighthood,  requiring  all  peo* 
pie  to  coll  and  ftiie  him  Sir  Tudor  ap  Grono,  as 
if  he  did  prognofticate  and  forefee,  that  out  of  his 
loins  (hould  arife  thofe  that  (hould  have  power  to 
confer  that  honour.  King  Edward  being  informed  of 
fflcK  unparalleled  prefumption,  feat  for  Sir  Tu- 
dor, and  alked  him,  with  what  confidence  he  durft 
invade  his  prerogative,  by  afiuminff  die  d^ree  of 
knighthood,  without  his  authority,  Sir  Tudor  replied. 
That  by  tlie  laws  and  conftitution  of  King  Arthur,  he 
had  the  liberty  of  taking  upon  himielf  that  title,  in 
regard  he  had  thofe  three  qualifications,  which  who- 
ieever  was  endued  with,  could  by  thofe  laws  claim 
the  honour  of  a  knight.  Firfl,  he  was  a  gentleman. 
Second,  he  had  a  fuflicient  eftate.  And  thirdly,  he 
was  valiant  and  adventurous;  adding  this  withal^  If 
my  valour  and  hardinefs  be  doubted  of,  io,  here  I 
throw  down  my  glove,  and  for  due  proof  of  my  cou- 
rage, I  am  ready  to  fight  with  any  man,  whatever  he 
be.  The  king  approving  and  liking  well  the  man's 
forwardnefs  and  refolution,  was  eafily  perfuaded  to 
confirm  the  honour  of  knighthood  upon  him.    From 
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cKis  Sir  Tudor  lineally  defcendcd  Henry  the  Seventh, 
king  of  England,  who  was  the  Ibn  of  Edraund  Earl 
of  Richmond,  the  fon  of  Sir  Owen  Tudor,  fon  to 
Meredith,  the  fon  of  this  Sir  Tudor  ap  Grofio. 

After  jtHc  death  of  the  Black  Prince,  his  fon  Ri- 
chard bom  at  Bourdcaux  in  France,  being  but  ten 
years  of  age,  was  created  prince  of  Waks  at  Ha« 
vering  at  Boure,  on  the  twentieth  day  of  November,  a.  D^ijTTik 
and  in  the  fifdeth  year  of  Edward  the  Third,  his 
graadfathet^s  reiga,  whom  he  fucceeded  in  the  crowa 
of  England. 

Henry  born  at  Monmouth,  Ion  and  heir  to  Henry 
the  Fourth^  king  of  En^and,  upon  the  fifteenth  of 
O&ober,  in  the  firfl:  year  c^  his  father's  reign,  was 
created  prince  of  Wales  at  Wcftminfter,  who  fuc- 
ceeded his  father  in  the  Eoglifti  crown  by  the  name 
6£  Henry  the  Fifth. 

Whilft  Richard  the  Second  reigned,  one  Owen  ap 
GnifFydh  Fycban,  defcended    of  a  younger  Ion  of 
Grufiydh  ap  Madoc  Lord  of  Bromfield,  was  not  a 
little  famoijis.     This  Owen  had  his  education  in  one* 
of  the  Inns  of  Court,  where  he  became  barriftcr  at 
kw^  and  afterwards  in  very  great  favour  and  credit 
fervcd  Kitig  Richard,    and  continued    with  him  ac 
Flint  Ca'ftle,   till  at  length  the  king  was  taken  by 
Henry  Duke  of  Lancailer.    Betwixt  this  Owen  dnd 
ReginakI  Lord  Gray  of  Rhuthyn,  there  happened  no 
iinaU  difl^rence  touching  a  common  lyin^  between 
the  lordftip    of    Rhuthyn,    whereof   Reginald  was 
owner,  and  the  lordihip  of  Glendowrdwy  in  the  pof- 
iei&on  of  Owen,  whence  he  borrowed  the  name  of 
Glyndwr.     During  the  reign  of  Richard  the  Second, 
Owen  as  being  a  courtier,  and  in  no  mean  efteem  with 
the  king,  did  overpower  Reginald,  who  was  neither 
fo  well  befriended  at  court,  nor  beloved  in  the  coun- 
try as  Owen  was.     But  after  King  Richard's  depofal, 
the  fcene  was  altered,    and  Reginald  as  then  better 
befiiended  than  Owen,  entered  upon    the  common, 
which  occafioned  Owen  in  the  firft  year  of  Henry  the 
Fourth  to  make  his  complaint  in  parliament  againft: 
himp  for  thus  divefting  him  of  his  right.    No  redrefs 

being 


2t6         Thk  HISTORY    OF  WALE  &' 

.  t)^ng/ound,  the  biQiop  of  St.  Afaph  wiffaed  the  lords'  to 
take  care,  that  by  thus  flighting  his  complaint,  thejr 
did  not, irritate  and  provoke  the  Welch  to  an  infur* 
reftion,  to  which  fome  of  the  lords  replied;  That  they, 
did  not  feat  thofc  rafcally  barefooted  people.  Glyn- 
dwr  therefore  perceiving  how  his  petition  was  flighted 
in  parliament,  and  findmg  no  other  method  to  redieis 
himfelf .  having  feveral  friends  and  followers,  put 
himfelf  in  arms  againfl:  Reginald,  and  meeting  him 
in  the  field,  overcame  and  took  him  prilbner,  and 
fpoiled  his  lordfhip  of  Rhuthyn.  Upon  this  many 
rcfortcd  to  him  from  all  parts  of  Wales,  fome  thinking 
him  to  be  in  as  great  favour  now,  as  in  King  Ri^ 
chard's  days,  others  putting  in  his  head,  that  now 
the  time  w^s  come  when  the  Brirains  by  his  means 
might  again  recover  the  honour  and  liberties  of  their 
anceftors.  But  Reginald  being  thus  kept  prilbner,  and 
very  feverely  handled  by  Owen,  to  ternfy  him  into 
compliance  with  him  in  his  rebellious  aftincs,  and 
not  permitted  to  have  bis  liberty,  under  ten  tnoufand 
marks  for  his  ranfom,  whereof  fix  thoufand  to  be  paid 
upon  the  feafi:  of  St.  Martyn,  in  the  fourth  year  of 
Henry  the  Fourth,  and  to  deliver  up  his  ddeft  fon 
with  fome  other  perfons  of  quaUty  as  hoflrages'for  the 
remainder;  the  king  at  the  humble  fuit  of  Ranald, 
iceing  no  other  way  for  his  enlargement,  gave  way 
thereto,  authorifing  Sir  William  de  Roos,  Sir  Richard 
de  Grey,  Sir  WiUiam  de  Willoughby,  Sir  William  Ic 
Zouche,  Sir  Hugh  Huls,  as  alio,  John  Harvey,  Wil- 
liam Vaus,  John  Lee,  John  Langford,  Thomas  Payne, 
and  John  Elneftow,  to  treat  with  Ow^n  and  his  coun- 
cil, and  to  conclude  in  what  they  (hould  .conceive 
moft  expedient  and  neceflary  to  be  done  for  his  re- 
demption. Whereupon  they  confenting  to  give  the 
fum  demanded  by  Glyndwr  f9r  his  deUverance,  the 
king  gave  licence  to  Robert  Braybroke  bifliop  of 
London,  as  alfo  to  Sir  Gerard  Braybroke  the  fadier, 
?nd  Sir  Gerard  the  fon,  then  feofiees  of  divers  lord- 
Ihips  for  this  Reginald,  to  fell  the  manor  of  Hertelegh 
in  the  county  of  Kent,  towards  the  raifmg  of  that  mo- 
ney.   And  for  the  better  enabling  him  to  pay  fo  great 
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a  fine»  the  king  was  pleafed  totgt^ant,  that  whereas  it 
was; enad:ed,.  that,  fuch  pcrfons  who  were  owners  of 
lands  in  Irdand^  .and  did  not  there  refide»  (houM  for 
fuch  their  neglect,  forfeit  two  parts  of  the  profits  of 
thehi  to  the  kiiig;  that  notwithftanding  this  a^t,  he 
flioiiki  forfeit  nothing  for  non-refidence  then^  during 
the  term  of  fix: years  next  enftiing, 
/    This,  good  fncoefs  over  the:  Lord  Gray,    together 
with,  the  numenms  .refort  of  the  Welch  to  him,  and 
the    favourable   interpretation  of.  the  prophecies  of 
Merdhyn,  ^vhichJfome  conftrued  very  advantageopfly, 
made  the  fwelling  mind^of  Glyndwr  overflow  its  banks, 
and  gave  him  &me  hopes  of  reftoHng  this  ifland  back 
to  the  Britains.i .  Wherefqre  heifet  upon  the  Earl  of 
March,  wiu>  met!  him. with  .a  numerous  party  of  He* 
refordihire  men,  but  when  they  came  to  clo&,  the 
Wclchmen  proved  too  powerful,' andhavingkillet}  above 
a  thouland  men  of  the  EngHfh,  they  took. the  Earl 
of  March  priibner.    l^ing  Henry .  upon  this  wa^s  frc^ 
quently  rcqucftcd  to  xanfom  the£arl  buttq  no. pur- 
pofe ,  for  whether  lay  reafon  that  Mortinicr  had  ajufter 
.  title  to  the  crown  than  himfclf  henbetng  the  next  heir 
ki  blood  after  King  Richard  who  was  as  yet  living, 
or  becaufe  of  (btpe  other  private  odium,  t^e.kihg  would 
never  hearken  to  his  redemption^'  alledging  that  he 
wilfully  threw  himfclf  into  the  hands. of  Glyndwr^    But 
about  the  midft  of  Auguft,  to  correffc  the  pfefumptu- 
ous  attempts  of  the'  Welch,  the  king  went  in  pcrfon 
with  a  great  army  into  Wales-,  but  by  reafon  of  ex« 
traiordinary  e^^fs  of  weather,  which  fome  attributed 
to  the  magic  of  Glyndwr,  he  w^  glad  to  return  fafe. 
But  the  Earl  of  March  perceiving  that  he  was  not 
like  to  obtain  his  liberty  by  ,King  Henry's  means, 
whether  out  of  compliance,  by  reafon  of  his  tedious 
captivity,  or  afFeftion  to  the  young  lady,  he  agreed 
to  take  part  with  Owen  againft  the  king  of  England, 
and  to  marry  his  daughter-,   with  them  join^   the 
Earl  of  Worcefter,  and  his  brother  the  Earl  of  Nor- 
thumberland, with  his  fon  the  valiant  Lord  Percy,  who 
confpiring  to  depofe  the  king  of  England,  in  the  houfe 
^the  archdeacon  of  Bangor,  by  their  deputies  divided 
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the  realm  amongfi:  them,  caufiog  a  tripartite  indenture 
to  be  made,  and  to  be  &aled  with  evciy  one's  leal :  by 
which  covenant    ail  th^  countiy  lying  bttmxt  the 
Severn  and  the  Trent,  feachward,  was  affigned  to  the 
Earl  of  March;  all  Wales,  and  the  lands  beyond  the 
Serefn,  .weftward,  were  appointed  to  Glyndvrr  ;  aad  all 
from  the  Trent,  northward  to  the  Lord  iPcBcy.     Tins 
Was  done  (as   fome   faid)   tfacoogfa  a  foolilh   credit 
they  gave   to  a  vain^  prophecy,    as.  though    King 
Henry  was  the  ea^ecvabie  moldwarp^  and  they  three 
the  dragon^  the  lion^  and  the  wolf  which  ihould  puQ 
him  down,  and  diilribute  his  kingclom  among  diem* 
fehres:    After  that  they  had  exhibited  articles  of  their 
grievances  to  King  iHenry,   and  divu%ed  their  rea« 
fons  for  taking  up  arms.;   at  len^h  diey  inarched 
with  all  their  power  towards  Shmwfbory.  to  %Iit  the 
king,  depending  mainly  upon  the  arrivd  of  Glyndwr 
and  his  Welchqfien.  :  But  the  matter  was  gone  fo  £ir, 
chat  whether  he  came  in  or  no,  they.m«rft  fight,  and 
fy  both  arn^Ms  being  jooaed,  the  king's  party  pre* 
va3ed>  young  Percy  beifig  flaxn  t^on  the  fpot,  and 
Dougllas,    befides  moft  of  the  Englifh  of  quality, 
^ho  with  a  party  of  Scotch  had  come  to  the  aid  of 
the  confederates,  was  taken  prifoner,  but  afterwards 
honourably  fet  at  liberty  by  the  incorcefiion  of  the 
prince  of  Wales.     In  the  mean  time  the  Eaxi  of 
Northumberland  was  marching  ibrward  with  a  great 
party  from  the  North,  but  the  king  having  fettled 
mattei^  about  Shvewfbury,   commg   to  York,    and 
lending  to  him  to  lay  down  his  arms^  he  volunta* 
rily  fubmitted  and  difmifled  his  forces.     Then  the 
}(ing  returning   firom  Yorkihire,  determined  to  pafs 
over  to  North  Wales,  to  chaftife  the  picfutnptuom 
pradices  of   the    immorigerous    Wetch^   who  after 
his  departure  from   Shrewlbury,  had  made  in-roads 
into  the   marches,  and  done  much  hurt  to  hts  En- 
glifh fubjedls.    But  other   bufinefe  of  ^eater  con* 
tequence  intervening,  he  detached  his  fon  the  prince 
of   Wakis,    who  took   the  caftle  of   Aberyftwytb, 
which  was  quickly  again  retaken  by  Owen  Glyndwr, 
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who  thruft  into  it  a  ftrong  garrifon  of  Welch.  But 
in  the  battle  of  Hufke  fought  upon  the  Bfceenth  of 
March,  the  Welch  received  a  Very  conliderablc  blow 
from  die  prince's  men,  Glyndwr's  Ion  being  taketi 
prifoner,  befides  fifteen  hundred  more  taken  and  fl^n* 
After  this,  we  hear  little  of  Glyndwr,  excepting  that  he 
continued  and  perfiiled  to  vex  and  plague  the  Engliih 
vpon  the  auurches,  to  the  tenth  y^ar  of  King  Henry^s 
Rign,  when  he  miferably  ended  his  life  i  being  as  Hol-Hoifiaik 
lingflied  reporteth  towards  his  latter  days  driven  to  that 
extremity,  that  defpairing  of  all  comfpr^,  he  fled  and 
lurked  in  caves  and  other  the  moil  folitary  places, 
fearing  to  (hew  his  face  to  any  creature,  till  at  length 
being  Itarved  for  hunger  and  lack  of  fuftenance,  he 
miferably  ended  his  life. 

But  thefc  rebellious  pra6Hces  of  Glvndwr,  highW 
cxalperatcd  King  Henry  againft  the  Welch,  infomuch 
that  feveral  rigoroOs  and  unmerciful  laws  were  en- 
aftcd,  relating  to  Wales,  which  i;i^  effect  deftroycd 
all  tte  liberties  <rf  the  Welch  fubjcQ:.  They  were 
made  incapable  of  purchafing  any  lands,  or  to  be 
ele£ked  members  of  -any  county  or  borough,  and  to 
undertake  any  office,  whether  civil  or  military  in 
any  town  incorporated*  If  any  fuit  at  law  happened 
betwixt  an  Englifhman  and  a  Welchman,  the  for- 
mer could  not  be  convidled,  but  by  the  fentence  of 
m  £ngli(h  judge,  and  the  verdi£k  of  an.  Engliih  jury  | 
befides  that  any  Engllfiiman  who  married  a  Welch* 
woman  was  thereby  forthwith  disfranchifed  from  all 
the  liberties  of  an  Englifli  fubjcft.  It  was  further  » 
ena6ted,  that  no  Welchman  fhould  be  in  poflcfltoa 
of  any  cattle,  or  other  place  of  ftrength,  and  that 
no  vidtuals  or  armcnir  fiiould  be  brought  into  Waks, 
without  a  fpecial  warrant  from  the  king  or  bis  coun* 
fil;  and  farther,  that  no  Welchman  was  capable  6i 
undertaking  the  office  o^  judice,  chamberbin,  iheri£f 
or  any  other  place  of  trull  in  any  part  of  Wales, 
notwithftanding  any  patent  or  liccnfe  heretofore  givet) 
(0  the  contrary.  Thefe,  with  many  others  moll  ri^ 
gorous  and  upjuit  laws,  particukrly  that  forbidding 
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any  Wclchftiah  to  bring  up  his  children  .to  lemung^ 
or  to  bind*  them  apprentice^!  to  any  trade  or  occu- 
pation, werecnaftcd  by  the  kiHgajgainft  the  Welch;  fo 
that  nothing  could  cool  his  difjdeafure,  but  that  a  ^le 
nation  Ihould  be  wrongfully  opprclTcd,  for  the  feult 
and  mifcarriage  of  one  pcrfon.  But  one  might  think, 
that  this  was  no  politic  method  to  fecure  a  nation  in 
its  allegiance,  which  upon  lighter-  affronts  was  uied 
to  defend  its  privileges  j  and  therefore  we  may  well 
attribute  the  quiet  difpofition  of  the  Welch  towards 
this  time,  to  the  moderation  of  Henry  the  Fifth,  who 
'within  a  little  time  fticceeded  his  father  in  the  crown 
'of  England. 

Contemporary  with  Glynd^rr,  was  Sir  David  Gam, 
£>  called  by  realbn  he  had*but  one  eye,  the  ion  of 
thewelyn   ap  Howcl.  Vaughan    of  Brecknock,   by 
Mawd   the  daughter  of  lefan  ap  Rhys   aplfor  of 
.Eluel.      He  w^as  a  great  ftickler  for  the  Duke  of 
Lancaller,  and  for  th^t' realbn  Bocame  a  mortal  ene- 
my to  Glyqdwr,  who  having '^lis  education  as  is  faid 
bdfore,  at  one  of  the  Inns  of  Court,  got  to  be  pre- 
ferred tp  the  fervice  of  King  Richard  the  Second,  who, 
^s  Walfingham,  fays,  made,  him  his  Scutifer^  or  fliield- 
bearcr.    But  being  informed  that  his  matter  Richard 
.Was  depofed     and  murdered,  and  withal  being  pro- 
voked by  feveral  wrongs  and  affronts  done  him  by 
ills  neighbour  the  Lord  Gray  of  Rhuthyn,  whom 
ICing  Henry  greatly  countenanced,  and  looking  upon 
Henry  as  an  ufurper„  he  caufed  himielf  to  be  pro:- 
claimed  Prince,  of  Wales.    And  for  a  better   grace 
X)f  the  matter  he   feigned  himfclf   to  be  dcfcendcd 
by  a  daughter    from    Lhewelyn    ap  Gruffydh    the 
iaft:  prince  ^  whereas   in  truth,  he  came   paternally 
.l)Ut  from  a  younger  brother  of  the  houfe  of  Powys. 
But  as    ambition  has   no  moderation,    fo  Glyndwr 
for    a  time  afted  the  part  of   a    prince,    and  funn 
moned   a  parliament  to  meet  at  Machynlleth;  whi- 
ther the  nobility   and   gentry  of  Wales    appeared, 
and  among  the  reft  Sir  David  Gam,  but  not  upon 
the  fame  delign  with  the  reft,  having  an  intention  in 
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this  meeting  to  murder  Glyndyfwr.  But  the  plot 
being  difcovcred,  and  Sir  David  fccured,  he  had 
liked  to  undergo  prefent  execution,  had  not  Glyn- 
dyfwr*s  beft  friends,  and  the  greateft  upholders  pf 
his  caufe,  pleaded  in  his  behalf,  by  whofe  intercef- 
fion  he  was  prevailed  with  to  grant  Sir  David  both 
his  life  and  liberty  upon  condition  he  would  ever 
after  continue  true  and  loyal  to^  him;  Sir  David 
promifed  very  loudly,  but  with  the  rcfervation  never 
to  perform ;  for  as  foon  as  he  came  to  his  own  coun- 
try, where  he  was  a  perfon  of  very  ctonfiderabic  fway 
and  intereft,  he  did  exceedingly  annoy  and  moleft 
thofe  that  any  w^y  favoured  or  adhered  to  Glyn- 
dyfwr.- While  Sir  David  lay  in  prifon  at  Mach^ 
)Tilleth,  for  his  attempt  againft  Owen's  lifej  this 
Englyn  was  made  )ipon  him.    . 


Dafydd  Gam  dryglam  dreigl,  iti  yn  wfcn  frwydr, 

Fradwr  Riffiart  Bhrenin, 

Llwyr  y  rhoes  Diawl  (hawn  hwyl  Flin 

Y  fach  yftad)  ci  fys  ith  Din. 

.  ;.  e%  David  Gam  thou  wilt  be  a  wahdercr  and  an 
ill  end  will  come  to  thee.  Thou  wilt  be  weak  in 
battle,  thou  traitor  to  King  Richard.  So  eagerly 
vexatious  in  thy  ftation  that  the  devil  wholly  entered 
thy  heart.* 

Biit  Glyndyfwr  receiving  information  how  diat 
Sir  Dai^id  Gam  contrary  to  the  promiie  he  had 
niade  at  his  releafement^  endeavoured  all  he  could 
to  deftxoy  his  intereft  among  the  Welch,  entered 
the  mai'iches,  and  among  other  tokens  of  his  in<* 
digiiation,  burned  the  '  houfe^  of  Sir  David,  and 
as  the  report  goes,  calling  to  him  one  of  Sir  Da« 
vid*s  tenants^  ^ake  to  him  thus  'merrily  in  verfej 


O  Gweli 
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O  Gwcli  di  wr' c6ch  Cam 
Yn  ypKrfyn  y  Gimigwcn 
Dywed  citod  Ki  Tan  y  Laa 
A  ikod  y  ^ki  ar  ei  Pheon. 

.  !•  /.  if  thou  fccft  a  i^d-hatfed^  fqtjint-eyed  *  man 
looking  for  the  loft.&eqp,  tcU  him  ihe  is  below  the 
hiU,  and  he  may  know  her  as  0ie  is  marked  wiih 
fire*.'    ...-.'-     ..•-  t 


But  Sk'  David  had  the  kick  ^  efeape  his  mach^ 
and  wasi  ;:conftraiiied  to  retire  to  England^  where 
he  Itvcd .for:  the  xnoQ^j^^at  at  courts  till  the  death  cf 
Glyndyfwr. 

Wh^nKing  Henry  the  Fifth  went  with  ao  army 
to  France  againft  the  Etench  king.  Sir  David  Gam 
brought  into  his  fervice  a  numerous  party  of  ilout 
and  valourous  Welchmen,  who  upon  all  occafions 
expr9fli^..their  <ourfa^  and  nefolot^*  Ia  the  bat- 
tle of  Agincoiirt,  news  .b(^  brpi^^.  to  the  king 
that  the  l^iftftch  a^my  was  adv^qiog  towac^ds  him, 
and  that  they  were  ^<esding  nfunierqus,  he  detached 
Captain  Gam,  to  obferve  their  motions,  and  to  re- 
view their  number.  The  Captain  having  narrowly 
eyed  the  French,  fouftd  them  twice  to  exceed  the 
EugHffi,  but  not  being  in  the  Icaft  daunted  at  {uch 
a»rtiuki<ude,  be  returned  to  the  king,  who  enquiring  of 
hini^hat  the  niimber  of  the  French  might  be,  he  made 
anfwer,  An't  pleafe  you  my  liege,  they  are  enough 
to  be  killed,  enough  to  run  away,  and  enough  to 
be  takea  ^jrifoftcrs.  King  Henry  was  well  pleajed, 
and  nMch  encQttraged  with  this  refolute  aad  un- 
dauitted  anfwer  of  Sir.  David'S)  whole  tongue  did 
not  exprc;ifi  more  ralow  il^n  hk  hand^  perfcmned. 
For  m  the  heat  of  battle,  the  king'a  perlbn  being 
in  daq^r.  Sir  David  charged  the  enemy  with  that 
eagernefi  and  taafculine  bravery,  that  they  were  glad  to 

•  Sfttt^t^eyeJ  is  Gam  in  Welch,  from  which  he  took  his  name, 
end  his^  familjr  continue  it  to  this  day,  and  all  fquint  with  one 
'  eye;    Siir  David  Gam  was  the  perfon  who  Shakefpeare  defciibcd 
\n  the  character  of  Captain  Flaelin. 
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give  ground,  and  fo  fecured  the  king,  though  with 
the  lofs  of  much  blood,  and  alfo  his  life^  himfelf  and 
his  fori-in-law  Roger  Vaughan^  and  his  kinfman  Wal- 
ter Llwyd  of  Brecknock,  having  received  their  mor- 
tal wounds  in  that  encounter.  When  the  king  heard 
of  their  condition,  how  that  they  were  paft  all  hopes 
of  recovery^  he  came  to  thfcm^  and  in  recompcnce  of 
their  good  ferviccs,  knighted  them  all  three  in  the 
field,  where  they  foon  after  died ;  and  fo  ended  the 
life,  but  not  the  fame  of  the  figtlally  valiant  Sir  Da* 
vid  Gam. 

Edward  of  Wcftminfler,  the  fole  iffue  of  that  un- 
fortunate prince  King  Henry  the  Sixth,  by  Margaret 
the  daughter  of  Rayner  duke  of  Anjou,  and  titular 
king  of  Jerufalem,  Sicily,  and  Arragon  ;  was  created 
Prince  of  Wales,  in  a  parfiament  held  at  Weftminfter, 
on  the  fifteenth  day  of  March,  in  the  thirty-fecond 
year  of  his  father's  reigti.  When  the  day  was  k)ft 
at  Tewkelbury,  this  young  pri&ce  thought  to  make 
his  efcape  by  flight,  but  being  unfortunately  taken* 
and  brought  to  the  prefence  of  King  Edward  the 
Fourth,  who  then  fat  upon  the  helm,  made  fuch  refo- 
lute  and  unexpected  replies,  that  he  put  the  king  into 
fuch  a  palTion,  that  he  fmote  him  on  the  mouth  with 
his  gauntlet;  and  then  his  brother  Richard  the  Crouch^ 
back,  ran  him  into  the  heart  with  his  dagger. 

Edward,  born  In  the  Sanftuary  at  Wcftminfter,  the 
eldeft  fon  of  King  Edward  the  Fourth,  was,  after  hid 
fathers  expulfion  out  of  England,  in  the  forty-nintk 
year  of  King  Henry  the  Sixth,  created  Prince  of  Wales 
and  Earl  of  Cheftcr,  in  the  eleventh  year  of  his  father's 
reign.  Upon  the  death  of  Edward  the  Fourth,  this 
young  prince  being  then  at  Ludlow  in  the  marches 
of  Wales,  was  presently  fent  for  to  London,  and  pro- 
claimed king  of  England,  but  never  lived  to-^tc 
crowned ;  for  his  uncle  Richard  duke  of  Glocefter, 
who  was  appointed  his  proteftor,  moft  villainoufly 
made  him  away,  together  with  his  brother  the  duke  of 
York ;  and  afterwards  was  himfelf  proclaimed  and 
crowned  king. 

Y  2  Edward 
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Edward  the  Fourth,  in  his  wars  agwnft  Henry  the 
Sixth,  was  very  much  alfifted.  by  the  Welch ;   in  re- 
compeoce  of  which  fervice,  he  deligned  to  reform 
matters  fo  in  Wales,    as  that  intolerable  opprefllon 
which  they  had  hitherto  endured,  (hould  be  regulated 
and  taken  off.     And  to  that  end,  he  meant  to  efta- 
blifli  a  court  within  the  faid  principality,   and  con- 
ftituted  John   bilKop  of  Worcefter  prefident  of  the 
prince*s  council  in  the  marches  j  who,  together  with 
Anthony  Earl  of   Rivers,  fat  in  the.  town-hall   of 
Shrewfbury,    and  conftituted  certain   ordinances   for 
the  public  good  and  ti^quilitv  of  that  place.     But 
the  matter   proceeded  no   farther;  {qv  the  troubles 
and  difquietnefs  of  his  kingdom,  coming  heavy  upon 
him,  and  the  fhortneis  of  his  reign  after  his  eftabliih- 
ment  not  permitting,  he  was  forced  to  leave  that  to 
others,  which  himfelf  thought  once  to  bring  about. 

Edward,  born  at  Middkham  near  Richmond  in  the 
county  of  York,  the  only  fon  of  King  Richard  the 
Third,  was  at  ten  years  ^  age  created  by  his  father 
Prince  of  Wales,  and  died  foon  ^ter. 

Arthur,  f  the  eldelt  fon  of  King  Henry  the  Seventh, 
born  at  Winchefter,  was  in  the  feventh  year  of  his 
father's  reign  created  Prince  of  Wales.    About  the 
£fteenth  year  of  his  age,  being  then  newly  married 
to  Katherine  the  Infanta  of  Spain,  he  was  Cent  by 
his  father  into  Wales,  that  by  his  prcfence  he  might 
Wokins  keep  that  country  in  better  awe.     With  him  King 
p.  789.     Henry  fent  Dr.  William  Smith,  afterwards  made  bi- 
Ihop  of  Lincoln,  as  prefident  of  his  council  ^  tog^ 
ther  with  Sir  Richard  Pool,  liis  chamberlain.  Sir  Henry 
Vernon,  Sir  Richard  Crofts,   Sir  David  Philip,  Sir 
William  Udal,  Sir  Thomas  Englcfield,  Sir  Peter  New- 
ton, and  others,  to  be  his  counfellors  and  dirediors  in 
his  management  of  affairs.    But  the  prince  had  not 
.continued  long  there,  but  he  fell  fick  at  his  cafUe  at 
Ludlow,  of  which  indifpofition  he  fliortly  after  died, 
and   was   buried    with  great  folemnity  in  the  cathe- 
.  dral  church  of  Worcefter.     But  the  creating  of  his 
brother  Henry  duke  of  York  Prince  of  Wales  in  his 

ftead. 
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iliead,  was  deferred  for  about  the  fpacc  of  a  month, 
to  difcover  whether  the  Lady  Katherine  was  with 
child  by  Prince  Arthur,  But  when  it  appeared  for 
certain,  fhe  had  not  conceived ;  on  the  eighteenth 
day  of  February,  in  the  nineteenth  year  of  his  far 
ther  King  Henry  the  Seventh's  reign,  Henry  dufec 
of  York  was  created  Prince  of  Wales. 

King  Henry  the  Seventh,  being  by  his  grandfather 
Owen  Tudor  defcended  out  of  Wales,  and  having 
fufficiently  experienced  the  affedlion  of  the  Welch  to- 
wards him ;  firft  of  thofe,  who  upon  his  firft  landing, 
opportunely  joined  him  unddr  Sir  Rhys  ap  Thomas, 
and   then  of  thofe,  who  under  the  command  of  Sir 
William  Stanley,  Lord  of  Bromfield,  Yale,  and  Chirk- 
land,  aided  him  in  Bofworth^field ;  could  not  in  ho- 
nour and  equity,  but  bear  fomc  regard  to  the  mifer- 
able  ftatc  and  condition  of  the  Welch,   under   thq 
Engliih   government.      And  therefore  this   prudent 
prince,  finding  the  calamities  of  the  Welch  to  be  in- 
fupportable,  and  feeing  what  grievous  and  unmerci- 
ful laws  were  enaAed  againil  them  by  his  predeceilbrs, 
he  took  occafioQ  to  redrefs  and  reform  the  fame,  and 
granted  to  the  Welch  a  charter  of  liberty  and  immu- 
nity, whereby  they  were  rdcafed  from  the  cruel  op- 
preffion,  which  fince  their  fubjedion  to  the  Englifh 
government,  they  had  m<^  cruelly  fuftained.     And 
ieeing  the  birch  and  quality  of  his  grandfather  Owen 
Tudor  was  called  in  queftion,  and  that  he  was  by 
many  upbraided  of  being  of  a  mean  and  ignoble  pa- 
rentage; King  Henry  directed  a  commiflion  to  the 
abbot  of  Lhan  Egwell,  Dr.  Owen  Fool  canon  of 
Hereford,  and  John  King  herald  at  arms,  to  make 
inquifition  concerning  the  pedigree  of  the  faid  Owen  5 
who  coming  to  Wales,  made  a  dilieent  enqqjry  into 
this  matter ;  and  by  the  affiftance  of  Sir  John  Leyaf, 
Guttyn  Owen  Bardh,  GrufTydh  ap  Lhewelyn  ap  Efan 
Fychan,  and  others,  in  the  confukation  of  the  Britifh 
books  of  pedigrees,  they  drew  up  an  cxaft  genealogy 
of  Owen  Tudor,  which  upon  their  returxi  they  pre-j^aJ^^^ 
^nted  to  the  king. 

Y  3  .  Edward, 
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Edward,  fon  to  Henry  the  Eighth,  by  the  Lady 
Jane  Seymour,  his  third  wife;  was  born  at  Hampton 
Court,  on  the  twelfth  of  Oftobcr;  and  upon  the 
eighteenth  of  the  faid  month,  was  created  Prince  of 
"Wales,  Duke  of  Cornwal,  and  Earl  of  Chefter. 

King  Henry  the  Seventh,  had  already  abrogated 
thofe  unreafonable  and  intolerable  laws,  which   the 
former  kings  of   England,    particularly  Henry  the 
Fourth,    had   made   againft  the  Welch ;   and  now. 
King  Henry  the  Eighth,  willing  to  make  a  plenary 
reformation  of  what  his  f^er  had   wifely    begun, 
thought  it  neceflary  towards  the  good  and  tranqui- 
lity of  both  nations,  to  make  the  Welch  fubjo^  to 
the  iame  laws,  and  the  fame  government  with  the 
Engliih.     He  underftood  that  the  ufual  hoftilities  and 
depredations  were  ftill  continued  and  kept  up  by  both 
fides  upon  the  borders;   and  though  his  father  had 
eafed  the  yoke  of  the  Welch,  yet  he  perceived,  that 
it  d6d  contribute  but  little  towards  the  difannuUing 
of   that  inveterate  and  implacable  envy  and  animo* 
fity  which  raged  in  the  marches.    Therefore  to  re- 
medy this,  odierwife  unavoidable,  diftemper,  he  con- 
cluded that  it  was  the  only  eSeftual  method,  to  incor- 
porate the  Welch  with  the  Engliih,  that  they  being 
fubjedl:  to  the  fame  laws,  might  equally  fear  the  vio- 
«.D.i53e.lation  of  them.    And  accordingly,  in  the  twenty-ie- 
'  venth  year  of  his  reign,  an  adfc  of  parliament  pafled 
to  that  purpofe,  which  together  with  another  aft  in  the 
thirty-fifth  year  of  his  reign,  made  a  plenary  incorpo- 
ration of  the  Welch  with  the  Englifli,  which  union 
has  had  that  blei&d  efiedt,  that  it  has  difpeUed   all 
thofe  unnatural  difierences  which  heretofore  were  fq 
rife  and  irreconcilable* 

When  the  Reformation  was  firft  eftablifiied  in 
Wales,  it  was  a  mighty  inconveniency  to  the  vulgar 
people,  fucK  as  were  unacquainted  with  the  Engliih 
tongue,  that  the  bible  was.  not  tranflated  into  their 
native  language.  Queen  Elizabeth  was  quickly  ap* 
prehenfive  of  the  inconveniency  which  the  Welch  in- 
curred, for  the  want  of  fuch  a  uanflation  j  and  there- 

lorc 
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fore  ih  the  eighth  year  of-  h^r  reigiH  an  a6t  of  parlia-  156,, 
ment  was  paflcd,  whereby  the  bifhops  of  Hereford^ 
St.  David's,  St.  Afaph,  Bangor,  and  Landaff^  were 
ordered  to  take  care  that  the  BiUe  containing  the  Old 
and  New  Teftanients,  with  the  Book  of  Common 
Prayer,  and  Adminiftration  of  the  Sacraments,    be 
truly  and  exaftly  tranflated  into  the  Britifh  or  Welch 
tongue,  and  that  the  fame  fo  tranflated,  being  by  them 
perufed  and  approved,  be  printed  to  fuch  a  number 
at  lead ;  as  that  every  cathedral,  collegiate  and  pa- 
church  and  chapel-of-eafe  within  the  faid  dioceie  where 
that  tongue  is  vulgarly  fpoken,  might  be  fupplied  be- 
fore the  firft  of  March,  anno  1566.     And  from  that 
time  forward,  the  Welch  divine  fervice  fliould  be  ufed 
in  the  Britifh  tongue,  in  all  places  throughout  thofe 
dioceJQes,  where  the  Welch  is  commonly  ipoke,  after 
the  fame  manner  as  it  was  ufed  in  the  En^lifh  tongue  1 
and  that  the  charge  of  procuring  the  fai^  Bible  and 
Common  Prayer,  Ihould  equally  depend  betwixt  the 
parfon  and  the  parifli :  the  former  being  obliged  to  pay 
one  half  of  the  expence ;  and  that  the  price  of  the  book 
ihould  be  fet  by  the  aforefaid  bifliops,  or  by  three  of 
them  at  the  leaft.    But  this  ad  of  parliament  was  not 
pun&ually  obferved ;  for  the  Old  Teftament  was  whol- 
ly omitted,  and  only  the  New»  with  the  Book  of  Com- 
mon Prayer  and  Adminiftration  of  the  Sacraments, 
then  tranflated,  which  tranflation  was  chiefly  owing  to 
Richard  bifliop  of  St.  David's,  who  was  afiifted  by 
William  Salufbury,  a  perfed  cririck  in  the  Welch 
tongue,  and  one  excellently  converfant  in  all  Britifli 
imciquities.    But  in  the  year  1588,  Dr.  William  Mor- 
gan, firft  bifliop  of  Landafl^,  and  then  of  St.  Afaph, 
undertook  the  tranflation  of  the  whole  Bible ;  and  by 
the  help  of  the  bifliops  of  St.  Afapl\  and  Bangor,  Ga« 
briel  Goodman^  dean  of  Weftminfter,  David  Powel, 
D.  D.,  Edmund  Price  archdeacon  of  Merionytb,  and 
Richard  Vaughan*  he  eflfe&ually  finiflied  it.    This  was 
of  Angular  profit  acul  advantage  to  the  Welch^  to  have 
the  whole  Scripture  read  and  perufed  in  iheir  own  na- 
tive tongue  J  by  which  means  they  received  a  clearer 
y  4  demon- 


.32»  The  HISTORY  of  WALES. 

demonftration  of  the  corruptions  of  the  church  of 
Rome,  when  they  faw  many  of  their  principles  appa- 
rently contradi6ting,  and  others  not  very  firmly  founded 
lipoh  the  Holy  Scriptures.  'And  on  the  other  hand 
they  perceived  the  neceffity  and  advantage  of  the  Re- 
formation, they  eafily.  difcovered  that  the  whole  do&rine 
of  the  church  of  England  was  found  and  orthodox, 
and  that  they  were  now  happily  delivered  fpom  that 
popifli  flavcry  whicli  their  forctathers  ignorantly  adored; 
and  therefore  being  convinced  of  the  truth  of  their  re- 
ligion, they  became,  and  continued  generally,  very  ftrift 
adherents  and  firm  obfervers  of  the  doftrine  and  dif- 
cipHne  of  this  church. 

And  here  by  the  bye,  I  cannot  but  obfervc  what  a 
reverend  writer  has  lately  infinuated,  relating  to  the 
phriftian  religion  planted  in  Wales.  For  that  learned 
perfon  in  his  funeral  fcrmon  upon  Mr.  Gouge,  would 
fain  indiice  the  world  to  believe,  that  chriftianity  was 
very  corrupt  and  imperfeft  among  the  Welch,  before 
it  was  purified  by  that,  whom  he  terms  ^poftolical  man. 
Whereas  it  is  notonoufly  evident,  (hat  fince  the  Re- 
formation was  fettled  in  that  country,  and  the 
Bible,  with  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  tranflated 
into  the  Welch  tongue,  no  place  has  been  more  ex* 
a£t,  in  keeping  to  the  Arid  rubrick  and  conftitution 
of  the  Church  of  England,  both  as  to  the  fubftance 
and  form  of  worlhip.  But  what  may  more  truly  be 
attributed  to  Mr,  Gouge,  is  that  fince  his  travels  into 
Wales,  and  the  propagating  of  his  doftrine'among  the 
ignorant  of  that  country,  prelbytcry,  which  before  had 
fcarce  taken  ixK)t,  has  daily  incrcafcd,  and  grown  to  4 
head. 

Henry,  eldeft  fon  of  King  James  the  Firft,  being 
arrived  to  the  ageqf  ftventeen  years,  was  created  prince 
of  Wales,  on  the  30th  of  May,  anno  1610,  but  he  dy- 
ingof.a  malignant  fever,  about  two.  years  after ;  his 
brother  Charles  being  fifteen  years  of  age,  was  created 
prince  of  Wales  in  his  room,  amio  161 5.  For  joy  of 
this  new  creation  the  town  of  Ludlow,  and  city  of 
London,  performed  very  great  triumphs  5  .  and  ^hc 

morQ 
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more  to  honour  this  folcmnitjr,  the  king  made  twenty- 
jive  knights  of  the  Bath,  all  lords'  or  barons*  fons ;  and 
the  Inns  of  Court,  to  cxprcfs  their  joy,  elcfted  out  of 
their  body  forty  choice  gentlemen,  to  perform  folemn 
jufts  and  barriers. 

Charles,  eldcft  fon  of  King  Charles  the  Firft,  by 
Henrietu  Maria,  daughter  to  King  Henry  the  Fourth 
of  France,  was  born  May  29,  1630,  and  afterwards 
created  prince  of  Wales. 

Since  the  happy  incorporation  of  the  Welch  with 
the  Englifh,  the  hiftory  of  both  nations,  as  well  as 
the  people  is  united ;  and  therefore  I  (hall  not  repeat 
that  which  is  fo  copioufly  and  frequently  delivered 
by  the  Englifh  hiftoriansj  but  ihall  conclude  with 
Dr.  Heylyn,  *  That  fince  the  Welch  have  been  in- 
corporated with  the  Englifh,  they  have  fhewed  them- 
felva  mod  loyal,  hcany  and  affedionate  fubjefts  of 
the  Hate ;  cordially  devoted  to  their  king,  and  zealous 
in  defence  of  their  laws,  liberties  and  religion^  as  well 
g6  any  of  the  bcft  of  their  fcljow-fubjefts,* 
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APPENDIX. 

The  return  of  a  Commiffioa  fent  into 
Wales  by  King. Henry  the  Seventh, 
to  fearch  oi|t  the  Pedigrees  of  Owen 
Tudor, 

« 

JlTeNRY  the  Sevemh,  king  of  England,  &c: 
fan  of  Edmund  Earl  of  Richmond,  fon  of  Owen 
ap  Meredich,  and  of  Queen  Catherine  his  wife, 
daughter  to  Charles  the  Sixth,  kjpg  of  France*  Tbi$ 
Owen  was  fon  of  Meredith  ap  Tudor  ap  Gronw  ap 
Tudor,  ap  Gronw,  ap  Ednyfed  Fychan,  baron  c«f 
Brinfcmgle  in  Denbigh-land,  Lord  of  Kriceth,  Chief 
Juftice  and  chief  of  council  to  Lhewelyn  ap  lorwerth 
Drwyndwn  prince  of  all  Wales.  And  in  the  time  of 
t'rincc  Llewelyn  grew  a  variance  between  King  John 
pf  England  and  the  faid  prince ;  whereupon  Ednyfed 
came  with  the  prince's  hoft,  and  men  of  war,  and  alio 
a  number  of  his  own  people,  and  met  thefe  Englifh 
lords  in  a  morning,  at  what  time  thefc  Engliih  lords 
were  hoftied  and  flain  5  and  immediately  brought  their 
heads,  being  yet  bloody,  to  the  faid  Prince  Llewelyn. 
The  prince,  feeing  the  fame,  caufed  Ednyfed  Fychan, 
from  thenceforth  to  bear  in  his  arms  or  ibield,  three 
bloody  heads  in  token  of  his  vidlory,  where  he  had 
)x)rn  in  his  arms  before  a  Saracen's  head;  and  fb 
'     '  ever 
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ever  after  this  Ednyfcd  bore  the  faid  arms,  his  fon> 
and  his  fbn's  fon,  unto  the  time  of  Tudor  ap  Gronw, 
ap   Tudor  ap  Gronw,    ap  Ednjrfed  Fychan.     And 
after  this  Ednyfed  wedded  one  Gwenllian  daughter  to 
Rhys  prince  of  South  Wales,  and  had  ifluc  by  her 
Gronw :  which  Ednyfed  Fychan  had  in  Wales  divers 
goodly  houfeSy  royally  adorned  with  turrets  and  gar- 
rets 5  fome  in  Anglefey,  fome  other  Caernarvonfhire, 
and  fome  in  Denbigh-land;  but  his  chiefeft  manor- 
houfe  was  in  the  commOt  of  Crythin  in  Caernanron- 
Ihire,  which  was  a  royal  palace,  now  decayed  for  want 
-  of  reparations.     Alfo  he  builded  there  a  chapel  in  the 
worfhip  of  our  lady,  and  had  licehfe  of  the  pope  for 
evermore  to  fing  divjne  fervice  therein  for  his  foul, 
and  his  anceftors*  and  progenitors'  fouls  always  ;  and 
had  authority  to  give  his  tythes  and  offerings  to  his 
*  Vide  w chaplain  there  *  ftarving ;  which  Ednyfed  Fychan  was 
fepf'mg.     fQj^  ^^  Kyner  ap  lers  ap  Gwgan,  ap  Marchudd,  which 
was  One  of  the  fifteen  tribes  of  Nprth  Wales,  and  fon 
to  Kynan  ap  Elfyn,  ap  Mor,  ap  Mynan,   ap  libwis 
Newintyrche,  ap  Ifbwis   ap  Cadrod  Calch  Efynydd, 
Eari  of  Dunftable  and  Lord  of  Northampton,  ap  Cy- 
wyd  Cindion,  ap  Cynfelyn  ap  Arthuys,  zp  Morydd  ap 
Cynnaw,   ap  Coci^  Godcboc  king  of  Britain,  of  whom 
King  Henry   the  Sevienth   defcended  lineally   by  if- 
fue-male,  and  is  fon  to  the  faid  Coel  in  the  thirty^ 
firft  degree,    as   it  is  approved,  by  old  chronicles  in 
Wales.     Which  Coel  was  fon  of  Tegfan  ap  Deheu- 
fraint,  ap  Tudbwyl,  ap  Urban,  ap  Gradd,  ap  R,hy-  ' 
fedel,   ap  Rhydeirne,  ap  Endigant,  ap  Endeyrn,    ap 
Enid,  ap  Endos,  ap  Enddolaw,  ap  Afalach,  ap  Al[* 
flech,  ap  Beli  mawr  king  of  Britain,  of  whom  King 
Henry  the  Seventh  defcendeth  by  iffue-male,  and   is 
fon  to  him  in   forty-one    degree.     Which  Beli  was 
fon  to  Monnogon  king,  ap  King  Kaxor,  ap  King  Pyr, 
ap  King  Sawl  Benniflel,  ap  Rhytherch  king,  ap  Ry- 
dion  king,  ap  Eidol  king,  ap  Arthafel  king,  ap  Seif- 
filt  king,  ap  Owen  king,  ap  Caxho  king,  ap  Bleuddyd 
king,  ap  Meirion  king,  ap  Gwrguft  king,  ap  Elydno 
king,   ap  Clydawc  king,    ap  Ithel  king,    ap  Urien 

king. 
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king,  ap  Andrew  king,  ap  Kcreni  king,  ap  Pofrcx 
king,  ap  Coel  king,  ap  Cadell  king,  ap  Gcraint  king^ 
ap  £Udr  king,  ap  Morydd  king,  ap  Dan  king,  ap 
&iirilt  king,  ap  Cyhelyn  king,  ap  Gwrgan  king  (alias) 
Farfdrwch,  ap  Bcli  king,  ap  Dyfnwal  king,  ap  Do- 
dion  king,  ap  Enyd,  ap  Kwrwyd,  ap  Cyrdon  ap  Dy- 
fufarth  Prydain,  ap  Aedd  mawr,  ap  Antonius  ap  Scif- 
ilt  king,  ap  Rhegaw  daughter  and  heir  of  King  Lyr, 
and  wife  of  Hcnwin  prince  of  Cornwall.  This  Lyr 
was  fon  of  Bleuddyd,  ap  Rhunbaladr  bras,  ap  Lleon, 
ap  Brutus  darian  las,  ap  Effroc  Cadarn,  ap  Mymbyr,  ap 
Madoc,  ap  Locrine,  ap  Brutus  which  inherited  firft  this 
land,  and  after  his  name  was  called  Britain,  and  had  three 
fons  Locrine,  Kamber,  and  Albanaftus.  Locrine  the 
eldeft,  parted  the  ifle  with  his  brethren,  and  kept  half 
the  land  for  himfelf,  and  called  it  Leogria.  Kan^ber 
fecond  fon  had  'the  land  beyond  Severn,  and  named 
it  Kambria,  in  Englifh,  Wales.  Albanadtus  had  Scot« 
land,  which  he  then  called  Albania  after  his  own  name. 
Of  which  Brute  King  Henry  the  Seventh  is  lineally 
defccnded  by  iflue-male,  faving  one  woman,  and  is  fon 
to  Brute  in  fiveicore  degrees. 

How  Owen  grand/ire  to  King  Henry  the  Seventh, 
Cometh  of  Belt  mawr  by  Angharad,  mother  t^ 
Ednyfed  by  iffue-female,  by  Git  tin,  Owen,  and 
Sir  John  Leiafs  books, 

X  H  E  mother  of  Ednyfed  was  Angharad,  daugh- 
ter of  Hwfa,  ap  Cyner,  ap  Rhywallon,  ap  Dinged, 
ap  Tudor  Trefor,  ap  Mymbyr,  ap  Cadfarch,  ap  Gwr- 
genaw,  ap  Gwaethiawc,  ap  Bywyn,  ap  Biordderch, 
ap  Gwriawn,  ap  Gwnnan,  ap  GwnHw  frych,  ap  Cadell 
Dehurnlluc,  ap  Pafgan,  ap  Rhydwf,  ap  Rhudd  Fedel 
frych,  ap  Cyndeirn,  ap  Gwrtheirn  Gwrthenau,  called 
in  Engliih  Vortigcr,  by  whom  King  Henry  the  Se- 
venth, by  the  aforefaid  Angharad,  mother  to  Ednyfed 
Fychan,  and  wife  to  Cyncr  ap  Icrs,  ap  Gwgon,  is  fon 

to 
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to  the  faid  Voftiger  in  thirty  degrees.  Which  Vor-i 
tiger  was  fon  to  Rhydeym  ap  Dcheufraint,  ap  Eidi- 
gant^  ap  End^iri),  ap  Enid)  ap  Endos,  ap  Enddoiau, 
ap  Afallach)  ap  Afflech^  ap  Btli  mawr^  to  whom  King 
Henry  the  Seventh  is  fon  by  Angharad,  mother  to 
Ednyfed  Fychan  in  forty  degrees. 

How  King  Henry  the  Seventh  comet h  of  Belt  ma'wr 
by  Gwenllian  nmfe  to  Ednyfed  Fychan^  anddaugb* 
ter  to  the  Lord  Rhys,  called  Arghsydd  Rbys^  by 
iffue-femak. 

Owen  ap  Meredith  ap  Tudor  ap  Gronw,  ap  Tudor, 
ap  GronW,  ap  Gwenllian,  daughter  to  Rhys  prince  of 
South- Wales,  ap  Grufiydh  prince,  ap  Rhys  prince,  ap 
Tudor  mawr  prince,  ap  Cadell  prince,  ap  Rodri 
mawr,  prince  of  all  Wales.  This  Rodri  had  three 
fons,  and  divided  the  principality  of  Wales  between 
them  in  three  parts;  to  Merfyn  his  firft  fon,  prince 
tf  North  Wales,  all  North  Wales,  who  died  without 
iffuej  and  Anarawd  prince  of  Powys^  and  Cadell 
prince  of  South  Wales,  of  whom  King  Henry  the 
Seventh  defcendeth,  bv  Gwenllian  daughter  to  Prince 
Rhys,  called  Arglwydd  Rhys,  wife  to  Ednyfed  Fy- 
chan ;  and  the  faid  King  Henry  the  Seventh  is  fon  to 
Rodri  mawr  in  the  feveiiteenth  degree  j  which  Ro- 
dri mawr  was  fon  to  Merfyn  Hrft  king  of  Man, 
which  wedded  Eflilt  daughter  and  heir  to  Cynan  Dyn- 
daethwy. 

This  Merfyn  frych  wa*  fon  to  Gwriad  ap  Kltdur, 
ap  Handdear  Alcwn,.ap  Tegid,  ap  Owiar,  ap  Dwywc, 
ap  Llywarch  hen^  ap  Elidur  Lydanwin,  ap  Mcirchion, 
ap  Grwil,  ap  Cenaw,  dp  Coel  Godeboc  king  of  Bri* 
tain  as  before.  This  Coel  was  king  of  Britain  and 
Earl  o£  Colchefter,  a  right  worthy  king^  to  whom 
King  Henry  the  Seventh  is  fon,  by  the  faid  Gwenl- 
lian wife  to  Ednyfed  Fychan,  in  the  thirty-firft  de- 
gree, by  th«  faid  Gittin  Owcnj  and  Sir  John  Lciaf s 
books. 

4  Ho'u; 
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Jffipw  Q^benr.Qrandfin'  A  King  Henry  thtSevetUbi 
cdMettefBeli  mawPi  by  BJ/iUt  daugbfir-  n- 
Cyndn'Dyndaetbwy. 

Owieh  4p  J^eredith  apTudoy  ap  Gfoftw,  iaf)  Ttfdor', 
ap  Gf6nw,  ap  Gwenliiah  daughter  <£  Prince  RhySj;^ 
ap  Gruflydh  ap  Rhys,  ;ap  Tudor  mawr;  ip  •  EAgi6lrtj 
ap   Oweiife    io  HdwcU  Dda,   ap   Cadell,  ap  Rddri 
mawr,  ap  Effillt  daughter  of  Cynan  DyndaetniHry:.  and 
heii;    PrJfiCe'  bf  Wates;  ap'  Rodrl  MOe%fiOc^  >a 
Idwal  jwrch,  ap  Cadwilad^r  Fendigaia  Kifig -pf  au 
Britain,  to'  whom  'KingHenivthe  Scveijdt^is  jlbnitf^ 
the   twenty  i^cbnd  degree:  'Cadwaladjbf  ^as  fon;  IIT 
CadwaUan  King,  ap  Cadfan  King,  ap  lagb^  ap  Beli,: 
ap   Rhun^   ap  Maclgwn  Gwynedd  King,   ap  Calt' 
wallan  LJwhir,'ap  Eineon  Irth,  *ap  CynnecWa  wcltdig^ 
ap  Edeirn,  which  wedded^  GwawT,  FercK'Cioei  Gode-^ 
boc  King,  lyhich  Edeirn  was  fon  to  Padarn  PcifrvdcJ^ 
ap  TcgKl,  tip  lago,  ap  Gencdawe,  ap  Caini  iq>  Gwr- 
gain^  apDQli,  ap  Gwrthodi,-  ap  Duiu,  apGbrddufu, 
ap  Amwerid,   ap  Omwedd,  ap  Duve  Brickwain,  lap 
Owen,   ap  AfFallach,    ap    Afflech,    ap  Beli    mawr^ 
to  whom  King  Henry  the  Seyfenth  is  fon  by  the  fifid 
Gwenllian  in  the  fiftieth  degree.     -  *     — -  <'--  ;:.*  i 

Owen  ap  Meredith  ap  Tudor  ap  Gronw,  ap  Tudor 
ap  GronW)  iip  Gwenllian,  da\^ter  to  Arglwydd 
Rhys,  fba  to  Gwenllian  Aw^tcr  of  Grufiydh  Prince, 
ap  Cynah  Prince  of  North  Wales,  fon  <>f  lago  Prince, 
ap  Idwall  Prince,  ap  Meuric  Prince,  ap  Idwall  Foel 
Prince,  ap  Anarawd  Prince,  ap  Rbdri  mawr  Prince  of 
all  Wales,  to  whom  King  Herury  the  Seventh  is  foQ  by 
Gwenllian  mother  m  the  Arglwydd  Rhys  in  the  fevcn^ 
teenth  degree. 

Owen  ap  Meredith  ap  Tudor  ap  Gronw,  ap  Tudor,' 
ap  Gronw,  ap  Gwenllian,  Ferch  Arglwydd  Rhys,  ap 
Gwladis,  Ferch  RhywallcKi  ap  Cynfyn  Prince  of 
Powys,  and  Angharad  wife  to  Cynfyn,  daughter  and 
heir  to  Meredith  Prince  of  Powys,  fon  erf*  Owen  Prince 
of  Powys  and  South- Wales,  f6n  to  Cadell  Prince 
there.  Which  Owen  ap  Howell  Dda,  bad  two  fons, 
Meredith  and  Eineon,  and  Owen  their  father  gave  the 

principality 
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the  PrincipoKf y  \<>r  P^^  te^ -Meredith  his^  other  fo;i. 
Wkich  Meredith  Had  Iffue  Anghwad,  th^t  wedded 
Cynfyn,  by  whom  he  was  Prince  of  Powys,  which 
C?dej[l  w^W  (9A  to  RQ4n' ma#^r  Prince  of^l  Waks, 
Ipn  to  Mcrfyh  frych,  &c.  tp  Beli'  mawr,  as  above 
ifi^itten  by  Guttlh  dwen*s  fed^^^ 
*  Qwen^^P  Meredith  ap  Tudor  ap  Gronw,  ap  Tudor^ 
apGrpnw,  atp  Gwenllian,  Ferph^  Argtwydd  Rhys^  ap 
GruHydlij  ap  RKys,  ap  Tudpr^  ap  Eihedri,  ap  Howell 
l^da,  ^  ajp  C;a4eli,  ap  Angharad,  wife ,  to  Rodri  mawr, 
4augKtcr  ^  Meyric  ap/Dyfhwal^  ^p.  An:hen,  ap 
Scjffillli  aj)  Clydawc,  ^  Artholes,  ap,  Arngthen,  ap 
Brothan,  ap  Seirwell,.\  ap 'Ufla,  ap  Caredic^  ap 
Cwn^dda 'weiedic,  ap  Edeirn,  ap  Padafa  P^ilrydd, 
whiph  fedeitn  we4^cled  -Gwawl  ferch  Cpel  Gcideboc, 
Mother  to  Cwnedc^  weledyc^  &c.^    - ./ 

13bw  [(j^enxometh  cf  M  of  Gvsent^  By 

.  Mprfyd^s  daughter p  wifetQGron'iv^a^  Ednyfed 
Fycban.  \ 

Owei}  ap  iM[eredirfi  ap  Tudor apGuonw,  ap  Tudor, 
apMorfydd,  FcrcK  Meuryc  L.  of  Gwcht.    ; 

Hov^Owen  comet  A  cf  Rodri  mawr,  by.  Angbarad^ 
daughter  to  Itbel  Fycban,  ap  Ithel  Llwyd,  and 
wife  ofTiidorap  Gronw,  ap  Ednyfed  Fychan. 

Owen  ap  Meredith  ap  Tudor  ap  Gronw,  ap  Ang« 
harad,  ferch  Ithel  Fychan,  ap  Ithel  Llwyd,  ap  Ithel 
Gam,  ap  Meredith  ap  Vchdrud,  ap  £dwin  King  of 
Tegcngle  in  Flintlhiret 

flow  Owen  comet b  of  Rodri  maivr  by  Adlds^  wife 
to  Ithel  Fychan,  daughter  to  Ricart.' 

Owen  ap  Meredith  ap  Tudor  ap  Gronw,  ap  Ang- 
harad  Ferch  Adleis  wire  to  Ithel  Fychan,  daughter  to 
Ricart,    ap  Cadwalader,    ap    Gruffydh,    ap   Kynan 

Prince 
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Prince  of  North-Wales,  ap  lago,  ap  Idwal  Foel,  ap 
Anarawd,  ap  Rodri  Mawr,  &c.  all  this  by  Gyttin 
Owen's  book. 

How  Owen  cometh  of  Belt  Mawr  by  Gwerfill  Ferch 
Madawc,  oW  hen  dwr,  wife  to  Gronw  ap  Tudor ^ 
ap  Gronw  J  ap  Ednyfed  Fycban. 

Owen  ap  Meredith  ap  Tudor  ap  Gwerfill  Ferch 
Madawc  o*r  hen  dwr,  ap  lers,  ap  Madawc,  ap  Me- 
redith, ap  Blcddyn,  ap  Kynfin  prince  of  Powis,  &c. 
and  fo  to  Beli  Mawr. 

How  Owen  cometh  to  Belt  Mawr  by  the  mother  of 
thefaid  Gwerfill  Ferch  Madawc^ 

Owen  ap  Meredith,  ap  Tudor,  ap  Gwerfill  Ferch 
Madawc  o'r  hen  dwr,  ap  Lleucu  Ferch  Angharad-, 
Ferch  Meredith,  ap  Madawc,  ap  GrufFudh  Maelor 
prince  of  Powis.  This  Madawc  ap  Gruffudh  Maelor» 
built  the  abbey  of  Valacrucis,  in  Welch,  Manachlog 
Llan  Egweftl,  the  year  of  our  Lord  I20D,  and  lieth 
there  buried,  and  this  GrufFudh  Maelor  was  fon  to 
Madawc,  ap  Meredith,  ap  Bleddin,  ap  Cynfin,  ap 
Gweriftan,  ap  Gwalthfoed,  ap  Gwrydor,  ap  Ca- 
nadawc,  ap  Lies  Llaw  Ddeawc,  ap  Edwal,  ap 
Gwnnan,  ap  Gwnnawc  Farf  Sych,  ap  Kcidic,  ap  Corf, 
ap  Cadnawc,  ap  Tegonvvy,  ap  Teon,  ap  Gwinaf  Dau- 
freuddwyd,  ap  Powyr  lew,  ap  Bywdec,  ap  Rhun  rhudd 
baladr,  ap  Llary,  ap  Casfar  Wledic,  ap  Lludd,  ap 
Beli  Mawr  king  of  all  England  and  Wales,  to  whom 
King  Henry  the  Seventh  is  fon  this  way  by  Ludd  in 
thirty-fix  degrees. 

IIoiv  Owen  cometh  to  Beli  Mawr  by  the  mother* s 
fde  of  Gwerfill  Ferch  Madawc. 

.  Owen  ap  Meredith,  ap  Tudor,  ap  Gwerfill  Ferch 
Eva,  Ferch  Llewelyn  ap  Gruffydh,  ap  Gwenwynwin, 
ap   Owen  Cyfeilioc,    a^    Gruffydh   ap  Madawc,    ap 

Z  Meredith 
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Meredith  of  Powis,  [ap  Bleddyn,  ap  Cynfin,  &c.  to 
Bell  Mawr. 

Owcn  ap  Meredith  ap  Tudor  ap  GwerfiU  Fetch 
Eva,  Ferch  Margret,  Ferch  Meredith  goch,  ap  Mere- 
dith, ap  lers  Fychan,  ap  lers  goch,  ap  Meredith  ap 
Bleddyn,  ap  Cynfin,  &c.  to  Beli. 

Owen  ap  Meredith  ap  Tudor,  ap  Gwerfyll,  Ferch 
Eva,  Ferch  Margret,  Ferch  Meredith  goch,  ap  Chri- 
ftin,  ap  Bledrws,  ap  Edwal  Owen  Bendew  one  of  the  fif- 
teen tribes  of  North  Wale^,  fon  to  Cynan  Fieniard  ap 
Gwalthfoed,  ap  Gwlyddicn,  ap  Gvvridor,  ap  Caradawc, 
ap  Lies  Llaw  ddeawc,  ap  rldwal,  ap  Gwnnan,  ap 
Gwannawc  Farf  fych,  ap  Ceidio,  ap  Corf,  ap  Cad- 
nawc,  ap  Tegonwy,  ap  Tcoij,  ap  Gwinan  dau  Frcud- 
dwyd,  occ.  and  fo  to  Beli. 

Owen  ap  Meredith,  ap  Marget  Ferch  Toinas,  ap 
Lhcwelin,  ap  Owen  ap  Meredith  Lord  Ifcoed,  ap 
Owen,  ap  GrufFydh,  ap  Rhys  prince  of  South  Wales, 
fo  to  Rodri  Mawr. 

Owen  ap  Meredith,  ap  Margret,  Ferch  Tomas  ap 
Llewelyn,  ap  Angharad,  Ferch  Arglwydd  Sion,  Joha 
of  Haflbn  by  William  ap  David  ap  Gruffydh.  Du- 
bium. 

Owen  ap  Meredith,  ap  Margret,  Ferch  Tomas 
ap  Llewelyn,  ap  Angharad  Ferch  Margret,  Ferch. 
Philip,  ap  Ifor  Lord  Ifcoed  by  William  ap  Gruflydh. 
Dubium. 

Owen  ap  Meredith,  ap  Margret,  Ferch  Tomas  ap 
Llewelyn,  ap  Angharad,  Ferch  Margret,  Ferch  An- 
gharad, Ferch  Llewelyn  ap  lers  drwyndwn  prince  of 
all  Wales.  This  Llewelyn  wedded  inet  daughter  of 
King  John,  who  was  fon  to  Henry  the  Second, 
fon  to  Mawd  the  emprefs,  daughter  to  Henry  the 
Firft,  fon  to  William  thq  Conqueror,  fon  to  Robert 
duke  of  Normandy.  . 

Owen  ap  Meredith,  ap  Margret,  Ferch  Tomas  ap 
Elinor  Ferch.  ,  .  .  .  Lord  ^arre  by  Gyttin  Owen, 
by  information  of  Dr.  Owen  Pool,  and  Mr.  Lingam's 
wife  by  an  'old  pedigree, 

Owen 
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Owen  ap  Meredith,  ap  Margret,  Ferch  Tomas,  ap 
Elinor,  Ferch  Elinor,  F<?^rch  Edward  Longlhanks  king 
of  England. 

Owen,  ap  Meredith,  ap  Margret,  Ferch  Tomas  ap 
Elinor  Ferch  Elinor,  Ferch  Elinor  fecond  to  King 
Edward  abovefaid.     Dubium. 

Owen  ap  Meredith,  ap  Margret,  Ferch  Elinor 
Ferch  Meredith,,  ap  Owen,  ap  Gruffydh,  ap  Rhys 
prince  of  South  Wales,  by  Madawc  ap  Llewelyn  ap 
Howcl  his  books. 

Owen  ap  Meredith,  ap  Margret,  Ferch  Elinor, 
Ferch  Catrin,  Ferch  Llewelyn  ap  Gruffydh  lad  prince 
cf  Wales, 

Owen  ap  Meredith,  ap  Margret,  Ferch  Elinor,' 
Ferch  Llewelyn  ap  Grufiydh,  ap  Tangwiftl,  Ferch 
Llywarch  goch,  ap  Lhowarch  ap  Pyll,  ap  Cynan,  ap 
Einion  ap  Gwridor  goch,  ap  Helic,  ap  Glannawc, 
ap  Gwgon  Gleddyfrudd,  ap  Cariadawc  Freichfas,  ap 
Llir  Merini,  ap  Einion  irth,  ap  Cunedda  wledic. 

Owen  ap  Meredith,  ap  Margret,  Ferch  Elinor, 
Ferch  Caterin,  Ferch  Elinor  ap  Gruffydh  ap  Tang- 
wiftl, Ferch  Tangwiftl,  Ferch  Llowarch,  ap  Bran,  ap 
Dinawal,  ap  Efnydd,  ap  Alawe,  Alfer,  ap  Tudwal, 
ap  Rodri  mawr :  ap  Gyttin  Owen. 

Gwen  ap  Meredith,  ap  Margret,  Ferch  Elinor  Fy- 
chan.  Ferch  Simon  Montford  earl  of  Leicefter ;  by 
Gyttin  Owen. 

Owen  ap  Meredith,  ap  Margret,  Ferch  Elinor, 
Ferch  Caterin,  Ferch  Elinor  Fychan,  Ferch  Elenor, 
ferch  John  kmg  of  England^ 

Hereafter  foUowetb  the  ancient  lineage  of  fhefaid 
Owen's  mother  Margaret  wife  to  Meredith  ap 
Tudor. 

Owen  ap  Margret,  Ferch  Dafydd  Fychan,  ap  D*- 
fydd  Llwyd,  ap  Gyner,  ap  Gronw,  ap  Cyncr,  ap 
lers,  ap  Hwfa,  ap  Cwmus,  ap  Cillin,  ap  Maeloc  dda, 
ap  Gredef,  ^p  Kwmus  du,  ap  CiUin  Ynad^  ap  Predur 

Z  a  Teirnc^. 
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Teirnee,  ap  Meilir  Eryr,  gwyr  gorfedd,  ap.Tiday,  ap 
Tyfodde,ap  Gwybfyw,  ap  Marchwin,  ap  Branap  Pill, 
ap  Ccrfyr,  ap  Meilir  Meilirion,  ap  Goron,  ap  Cuncd- 
da  wledic,  ap  Gwawl  Ferch  Cocl  Godcboc  as  before 

Owen  ap  Margret,  Ferch  Dafydd  Fychan,  ap  Da- 
fydd  Llwyd,  ap  Ceyner,  ap  Gronw,  ap  Cyner,  ap 
Icrs,  ap  Hwfa,  ap  Generis  Ferch  Ednowain,  Bendew, 
ap  Cynon  Finiaid,  ap  Gwarthfoed,  ap  Gwridr  ap  Cra- 
doc,  ap  Lies  Haw  ddeuawc,  ap  Edwal,  ap  Gwynnan  ; 
and  fo  to  Ludd,  ap  Beli  mawr,  as  before  by  Gyttin 
Owen, 

Owen  ap  Margret,  Ferch  Dafydd  Fychan,  ap  Dafj-dd 
Lhwyd  ap  Cyner,  ap  Llayfedd  daughter  to  Sir  William 
Twychct,  knight,  by  William.     Indub. 

Owen  ap  Margret,  Ferch  Dafydd  Fychan,  ap  Da- 
fydd Lhwyd,  ap  Alis,  Ferch  Robert,  ap  Turftan  Hol- 
land captain  of  Harlech  :  by  William. 

Owen  ap  Margret,  Ferch  Dafydd  Fychan,  ap  Da« 
fydd  Lhwyd,  ap  Alis,  Ferch  Margret,  Ferch  Alan 
Norris,  knight,  by  William.     Indub. 

Owen  ap  Margret,  Ferch  Dafydd  Fychan,  ap  An- 
gharad,  Ferch  Howell  ap  Meredith,  ap  lers,  ap  Ca- 
dwgan,  ap  Llywarch,  ap  Bran,  as  before,  &c. 

Owen  ap  Margaret,  Ferch  Dafydd  Fychan,  ap  An- 
gharad  Ferch  Howell  ap  Meredith,  ap  lers,  ap  Gwenl- 
lian,  Ferch  Cynan  ap  Owen  Gwynedd,  ap  Gruffydh  ap 
Cynan^  &c. 

Owen  ap  Margret,  I^erch  Dafydd  Fychan,  ap  An* 
gharad,  Ferch  Owen  ap  Bleddin,  ap  Owen  Brogen- 
nwn,  ap  Madawc,  ap  Meredith,  ap  Bleddin,  ap  Cyn- 
fin  prince  of  Powis  ;  thefc  three  by  Gyttin  Owen. 

Owen,  ap  Margret,  Ferch  Dafydd  F'ychan,  ap  An- 
gharad,  Ferch  Gwladis,  Ferch  Llewelin  gethni,  ap 
Edwal,  ap  Gruffydh,  ap  Meuric,  ap  Cadhayarn,  ap 
Gwrydd,  ap  Rhys  goch  one  of  the  fifteen  tribes  of 
North  Wales  •,  which  was  fon  to  Sandwr  ap  larddwr, 
ap'Mor,  ap  Tegcrin,  ap  Aelaw,  ap  Gredres,  ap  Cw- 
JUU3  du,  ap  Cillin  Ynad,  &c.  to  Coel  Godeboc. 

Ovven  ap  Margret,  Ferch  Dafydd  Fychan,  ap  An- 
gharad,  Ferch  Gwladus,  Ferch  Mali  Llwyd,  Ferch 
•      .-  :^  Jers 
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lers  ap  Engion,  ap  Geraint,  ap  Tegwared,  ap  Cyn- 
fawr,  ap  Madawc  difFacth,  which  were  rulers  and  great 
mtn  in  Pcntraeth. 

Owen  ap  Margret,  Perch  Neft,  Perch  Jcrmy,  ap 
Gruff)dh,  ap  Howell,  ap  Meredith,  ap  Engion,  ap 
Gwgon,  ap  Merwydd,  ap  Golwyn,  one  of  the  fifteen 
tribes  of  North  Wales,  fon  to  Tangno,  ap  Cadfael, 
ap  Lludd,  ap  Lien,  ap  I^laminod  Angel,  ap  Pafgen, 
ap  Urien  Rheged,  ap  Meirchion,  ap  Grwft,  ap  Ccn- 
naf,  ap  Coel  Godeboc  king  as  before, 

Owen  ap  Margret,  Fetch  Ncft,  Ferch  Jermy,  ap 
GwerfiU,  Fetch  Gwladus,  Ferch  Edwal  Fychan  as 
before. 

Owen  ap  Margret,  Perch  Neft,  Ferch  Angharad, 
Ferch  GriifFydh,  ap  Dafydd  goch,  ap  Gruffydh,  ap 
Llewelyn  prince  of  Wales.  •  * 

Owen  ap  Margret  Perch  Neft,  Ferch  Angharad, 
Ferch  Gruffydh  ap  Dafydd  goch,  ap  Dafydd,  ap  Gruf- 
fydh, ap  Tangu'iftI,  Perch  Llowarch  goch,  ap  Llo- 
warch  Holbwrch,  ap  Pill,  ap  Cynan,  ap  Gwridor 
goch,  ap  Helic,  ap  Glannoc  as  before. 

Owen  ap  Margret  Ferch  Neft,  Ferch  Angharad, 
Ferch  Gruffydh,  ap  Dafydd  goch,  ap  Rhanullt,  Ferch 
Rheinalt  king  of  Man. 

Owen  ap  Mcrgret  Ferch  Neft,  Ferch  Angharad, 
Ferch  Gruffydh,  ap  Angharad,  Perch  Heylyn,  ap  Tu- 
dor, ap  Ednyfed  Fychan. 

Owen  ap  Margret  Ferch  Neft,  Perch  Angharad, 
Ferch  Gruff^'dh,  ap  Angharad,  Ferch  Heylyn,  ap  Ad- 
leir.  Perch  Ricart,  ap  Cadwaladcr,  ap  Gruff\dh,  ap 
Cynan  prince.     Thcfe  four  by  Gyttin  Owen. 

Owen  ap  Margret  Ferch  Neft,  Ferch  Angharad, 
Ferch  Gruffydh,  ap  Angharad,  Ferch  Heylyn,  ap 
Adleis,  Perch  Ricart,  ap  Cadwalader,  ap  Gruffydh,  ap 
Cynan,  ap  Afandrec  wife  to  lago,  daughter  to  Gwayr, 
ap  Pill,  ap  Cynan,  ap  Cynddclw  gam,  ap  EJgndi, 
ap  Grwyfnad,  ap  Diwgludd,  ap  Tegawc,  ap  Cyf- 
nerth,  ap  Madoc  Madogion,  ap  Sauddl  bryd  An- 
gel, ap  Llylwarch  hen,  ap  Elidor  Ludanvvin,  ap  Me- 

Z  3  irchon 
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irchion  g<il,  ap  Erwft  galedlwm,  ap  Ccnz^w,  ap  Cole 
Godeboc  king  as  before. 

Owen  ap  Margret  Ferch  Neil,  Ferch  Anghand, 
Fcrch  Marrct,  Ferch  Tudor,  ap  lers,  ap  Ewrgwnon, 
ap  Cyfnerth,  ap  Rhuon,  ap  Nefydd  hardd^  one  of 
the  fifteen  tribes  of  North  Wales. 

Owen  ap  Margret  Ferch  Neft,  Ferch  Angfaarad, 
Ferch  Margret,  Ferch  Tangwiftl,  Ferch  Madawc,  ap 
Cyfnerth,  ap  Cyhelyn,  ap  Llywarch  Fychan,  ap  Lly- 
warch  goch,  ap  Llowarch  Holbwrcb,  ap  Pill,  ap  Cy- 
non,  ap  Gwrydr  goch,  ap  Helic  ap  Glannoc,  ap 
Gwgbn  gleddyfrud,  ap  Cariadoc  frcich  fras,  ap  Glir 
Meirini,  ap  Engion  yrth,  ap  Cyncdda  wlcdic,  by 
Gyttin  Owen. 

AbJiraSled  out  of  the  old  Chronicles  of 
Wales,  by  Sir  John  Leiaf,  prieft.  Gut-* 
tin  Owen,  Gruffydb  ap  Llewelyn  ap 
Jermy,  Fycban,  Madawc  ap  Llewefyn 
ap  Howell,  Robert  ap  Howel  ap  Tho-' 
mas,  John  King,  with  many  others,  at 
the  King's  Majefty^s  cojis  and  charges;, 
^be  abbot  of  Llanegiveftle,  and  Dr. 
Qwen  Fool^  canon  of  Harf  overfcers. 
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Rex  omnibus,  &c, 

OciATIS  quod  cum  Lewelinus  princeps  dc  A- 
bcrffiraw  &  dominus  Snawerden,  nobis  conceflferit  & 
firmiter  promifcrit,  quod  ftabit  provifioni  venerabilhim  ' 
parrum  Redulphi  Ciceftrenfis  cpilbopi  &  cancellarii 
noftri,  &  Alexandri  Conventrenfis  &  Lichfield  cpif- 
copi,  &  diledorum  &  fidelium  noftroram  Richard! 
Marefchalli  comitis  Pembroch,  Joannis  de  Lafcy  co- 
mitis  Lincolniae  &  conftabularri  Ccftrise,  Stephani  i\t 
Segravc  Jufticiarii  noftri  Anglias,  &  Radulphi  filii  Ni- 
cholai  Scncfchalli  noftri,  una  cum  Idncvec  Senerchallo 
ipfius  Lewelini  &  Wcrrcnoc  fratre  ejus,  Imano  Vachan 
&  David  Clerico,  quam  ipfi  fafturi  Ibnt  fupcr  congruis 
emendis  nobis  facicndis,  de  omnibus  exceRibus  nobis 
&  noftris,  ab  eo  &  fuis  faftis  &  de  reftitutione  nobis 
&  hominibus  noftris  facienda  dc  omnibus  terns  & 
poffeffionibus  noftris  &  noftrorum  per  ipftim  Levveh- 
num  &  Wallenfes  occupatis,  occafione  Werrae  inter 
nos  &  ipfum  mota^  •,  fimul  etiam  de  rccipienda  reftitu- 
-  tionye  a  nobis  &  noftris,  dc  omnibus  terris  ipfius  Le- 
welini 8c  hominum  fuorum  per  nos  &  noftros  occupa- 
tis, occafione  WerrtE  prjediftae,  &  de  aflignando  Da- 
vid filio  ipfius  Lewelini  &  Ifabellse  uxori  ejus  primo- 
genitae  filiae  &  hsereredis.  Gullielmi  de  Breus,  rationa- 
bili  portione  ipfam  Ifabcllam  contingente,  dc  terris  quae 
fuerunt  prcedifti  Gullielmi  partis  fui,  &  de  rcfufionc 
pecunise  nobis,  facienda,  pro  prscdidtis  cxceflibus  con- 
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gruc  cmcndandis  &  portione  praedifta  aflignanda;  pro-" 
vifa  tamen  fuper  hoc  ab  eifdera  fufficientc  fecurkatc  dc 
fidtrli  feruitio  nobis  pracftando  &  dc  tranquilitate  nobis 
&  regno  noilro  Angliae,  obfervanda.  Ita  quod  damp- 
num  vel  periculum,  nee  nobis  nee  regno  noftro  inde 
poffic  evenire,  Et  fi  pendente  provifione  prasdicta, 
aliquid  de  novo  emerferit  emandandum,  idem  Lewc- 
linus  voluerit  &  conceflirit,  quod  per  prasdi6los  pro- 
vifores  emendetur.  Nos  provifionem  eorundcm  quam 
fa<5luri  Junt  fuper  omnibus  prasmiflls,  gratam  habe- 
mus  &  acceptam  pro  nobis,  &  noftris  ficut  prj^fatus 
Lewelinus  pro  fe  &  fuis  &  in  hujus  rei  teftimonium 
has  literas  patentes  inde  fieri  fecimus.  Tefte  me  ipfo 
apud  Salop  feptimo  die  Decembris  &  decimo  fcptimo 
anno  regni  noftri. 


Rex,  &c. 

EWELINO  principi  de  Aberfraw  Talutem. 
Sciatis  quod  rccipimus  in  gratiam  noftram,  Gilbcrtum 
Marefchallum  &  omnes  qui  fuerunt  imprifii  Richardi 
Marelchalli  tarn  de  Anglia  quam  de  Wallia  qui  ad  pa- 
cem  noftram  venire  voluerunt  &  eis  reddidimus  omnes 
terras  &  tenemcnta  fua  qux  de  nobis  tenuerunr,  &  dc 
quibus  diffefliu  fuerunt  occafione  gucrras  motae  inter 
nos  &  praedidtum  comitem,  &  nobis  remanent  quieta 
quascunqve  fuper  nos  &  noftros  per  praediAum  co- 
mitem, vel  fuos  imprifios  occupata  fuerunt  quae  vobis 
duximus  fignificanda.  Volentes  quod  vobis  innotef- 
cant  qua3  penes  nos  aflra  funt  in  hac  parte,  &  quia  per 
vcnerabilem  patrem  Edmundum  Cantuarienfem  archi- 
cpifcopum  &  co-epifcopos  fuos  captas  funt  treugae 
inter  nos  &  vos  fub  firma  fpe  traftandi  de  pace  inter  nos 
&  vos  formanda  &  fortius  firmanda.  Mittimus  propter 
hoc  pneJiftum  archiepifcopum  &  venerabilcs  patres 
Alexandrum  Covcntrenfem  &  Lichfieldenfem  &  Hen- 
ricum  Roffcnfcm CO  epifcopos  fuos  ad  partes  marching; 
ita  quod  erunt  apud  Salop  die  hxxn^  in  craftino  fand^ 

trinitatis ; 


APPENDIX. 

.trinitati^:  ct  rogamus  vos  quatenus  (icut  noftram  dc- 
fideratis  amicitiam  non  omittatis  quin  in  craftino  die 
.Martis  loco  tuto  &  competenti,  quern  praedidtus  archi- 
cpifcopus  vobis  fignificabit  ipfi  archicpxfcopo  &  co- 
epifcopus  fuis  occuratis  ad  traftatum  cum  eis  haben- 
dum fuper  prsemiffis.  In  quorum  etiam  ore  qusedam 
quae  non  duximus  fcripto  commendanda  pofuimus  vo- 
bis plenius  exponenda ;  rogantes  quatinus  ficuc  decet 
taliter  ca  quae  reformationem  pacis  rcfpiciunt  &  quas 
ipfi  plenius  in  hac  parte  vobis  explicabunt  audire  cum 
efFeftu  &  eifdem  adquiefcere  velitis,  quod  non  ftet  per 
vos  quin  firmum  &  (labile  pacis  vinculum  inter  nos  & 
vos  roboretur  ad  noftrum  pariter  &  veftrum  commo- 
dum  &  honorem. 
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Rex,  &c. 


I L  EC  TO  &  fideli  fuo  Richardo  comiti 
Cornubias  &  Piftaviae  falutem.  Sciatis  quod  treugce 
captae  funt  inter  nos  &  Lewelinum  prindpem  de  Aber- 
fraw  per  vcnerabilem  patrcm  Edmundum  archiepifco- 
pum  Cantuarienfcm  &  cpifcopos  fecum  adjuntos  & 
quofdam  alios  fideles  noltros  propter  hoc  ad  partes 
Wallias  deftinatos  duraturce  a  fcfto  Sanfti  Jacobi  snno 
regni  noftri  decimo  oftavo  ufque  in  duos  annos  fe- 
quentes  in  hac  forma.  Quod  omnes  injuria^  &damna2 
hinc  inde  fafta  infra  ulrimam  treugam  captam  per  ve- 
nerabilem  patrem  Hcnricum  RofFenfem  epifcopum  in 
media  quadregiflima  proximo  pra^terita  per  diftatores 
ejufdem  treug^  emendabuntur,  quod  omnes  terrae  hinc 
inde  occupatne  per  ultimam  guerram  motam,  reftitu- 
entur  his  quibus^poftea  fint  oblate,  homines  etiam  illi 
qui  hinc  inde  recclTerint  a  fidelitate  dominorum  fuorum 
&  fe  tenuerunt  ex  parte  adverla  libere  revertantur. 
Ita  quidem  quod  durantibus  treugis  prsediftis  in  nuUo 
occafionabuntur  nee  aliquid  dampni  vel  mali  eis  fiet 
pccafione  praedifta.  Adje6tum  eft  etiam  in  eadem  pro- 
vifionc  treugarum  j  quod  fi  vos  &  dikftus  &  fidelis 

noftcr 
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noftcr  Radulphus  de  Thorny  nolueritis  fub  cUaem 
trcugis  comprehend!  bene  placebit  eidem  Lewelino. 
Sin  autem  ilihilominus,  quod  ad  rios  &  alios  fidelcs 
.  noftros  eas  firmiter  obfefvabit.  Et  fub  tali  Condidonc 
quod  fi  forte  tenere  hon  velletis  contra  vos  fe  defendet. 
Ita  quod  contra  ipfum  &  defenfionem  fuam  nullum 
vobls  faciemus  nee  facere  poterimus  per  fads  vel  per 
aliquem  dc  marchia  vel  alium  interim  confiliumvd 
auxilium  ad  ipfum  gravandurii,  &  taliter  funt  treugs 
praediftae  ex  parte  ipfius  Lewelini  juratae  &  aflecuratx 
&  in  advcntu  praedifti  archiepifcopi  ad  nos  fimilitcr  ex 
parte  noftra  eas  jurari  faciemus  &  aflecurari,  &  ideo 
vobis  mandamus  firmiter  injungentes,  quatinus  prse- 
diftis  treugis  fine  difficultate  aliqua  adguiefccntes  eas 
tcneatis  &  ex  parte  vcftra  eas  teneri  faciatis.  Quia 
modis  omnibus  volumus  quod  eas  tencatis  &  firmiter 
obfervetis.  Quid  autem  inde  facere  propofueritis  apcr- 
te  refponfum  veftrum  nobis  fubTeftinatione  fcirc  faci- 
atis. Teftc  rege  apud  Weftmonaftcrium  tricefimo  die 
Junii. 

Radolphus  Hercfordenfis  epifcopus,  decanus  Herc- 
fordiae,  Walterus  de  CliiFord  &  Walterus  de  Bello 
Campo  icerum  conftituti  funt  diftatores  eniendarum, 
faciendarum  &  recipiendarum  de  interceptionibus  fac- 
tis,  ut  dicitur  Lewelino  principi  dc  Aberfraw,  &c.  ct 
Morgano  de  Carleon  quoad  caftrum  Carleon  &  eifdeoi 
di(Statoribus  aflbciati  funt  prior  de  Wenloc  &  Joannes 
cxiraneus  &  debcnt  convenire  in  craftino  claufi  Pafchas 
apud  vadum  de  Montgomery  ad  confequendum  quod 
priore  die  ad  hoc  conftituto  debuiffet  fuiffe  executum. 
'  Tefte  rege  apud  Northamton  fexto  die  Martii. 
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.EX  omnibus  ad  quod  pr«fent»s  litcfafi  ptnrc-^ 
nerint.     Sciatis  quod   concefllmus  bona  fide  &  fine 
unalo  ingenio  &  ratas  habemus  et  gratas  treugas  capcas 
apud  Thcokfburiam  die  Veneris  infefto  Sanfti  Benc- 
didi,  anno  regni  noftri  viccfimo  per  venerabilem  pa- 
trem  Edmundum  Cantuaricnfcm  arthiepifcopum  inter 
nos  et  omnes  homines  et  imprifios  noftros  apertos  ex 
una  parte,  et  Lewelinuin  principem  de  Abcrfraw  et 
doniinum  de  Snaudan  et  omnes  homines  et  imprifios 
fuos  apertos  tarn  Wallenfes  quam  alios  ex  alia  parte  , 
duraturos  a  fefto  Sanfti  Jacobi,  anno  eodem  ufque  in 
tinum  annum  complctum.     Ita  fcilicet  quod  tam  nos 
ct  noftri  quam  praediftus  Lewelinus  et  fui  fimus  in 
cifdem  terris  et  tenementis,  hominibus  et  homagiis  in 
quibus  fuimus  prsedidlo  die  captionis  treugarum  ifta- 
rum.     Salva  Morgano  de  Carleon  reftitutione  fua  tam 
de  terris  quam  de  bonis  ct  mobilibus  fuis  quae  corned 
Gilbertus  Marefchallus  ocCuparerat,  fuper  eum  infra 
treugas  alias  inter  nos  ct  ipfum  Lcwellnum  ultimo  cap- 
tas.     Siquid  autem  interim  fuerit  fbris  fadum  per  capw 
tionem  terrarum  vel  caftrorum  vel  bonorum  mobilium 
ct  manifeftuni  de  captione  terrarum  vel  caftrorum  illow 
rum  tcrrae ;  et  caftra  ftatim  reddantur  non  expe£tata 
aliqua  correftione  emendatorum  treugae,  fed  de  bonis 
mobilibus  ita  captis  per  ipfos  correftores  fiant  emendae, 
treugis  nihilominus  durantibus  in  fua  firmitate  in  for- 
ma pr^ediAa.     Ita  quod  hinc  inde  nulla  namia  capi- 
antur  pro  aliqua  interceptione  fada  infra  treugas  iftas 
de  bonis  mobilibus,  nee  pro  aliqua  contentione  ante 
captionem  hujus  freugse  orta,  fed  per  ipfos  correftorcs 
fiant.     NuUus  etiam  receptet  in  poteftate  fUi  impri- 
fios alterius  inde  emendac  ficut  prasdiftum  eft  duran- 
tibus treugis.    Nullum  etiam  caftrum  novum  firme- 
tur  in  marchia  vel  dirutum  reficiatur  durantibus  treu- 
gis,  ct  tcrrae  fint  communes  fecundum  formam  treu- 
garum quce  ultimo  captas  fuerunt  inter  nos  et  ipfum 
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Lewelinum,  Juraverunt  autem  in  animam  noftram  ex 
parte  noftra  in  hanc  trcugam  bona  fide,  et  fine  malo 
ingenio  (ideliter  obfervandam  ufque  ad  prsedi&um  tcr- 
minum  dilidti  ct  fideles  noftri  Henricus  de  Aldididy. 
JoaRHCs  Leftrange  et  Henricus  <Jc  Stafford,  in  cujais. 
&c.  Teftc  me  ipfo  apud  Theokefburiam,  undecirno 
die  Julii,  anno  regni  noftri  vicefimo. 

.  Sciact  pra^Ientes  et  futuri,  quod  ita  convenit  inter 
-dominum  Henricum  regem  Anglian  iUuftrem  ex  una 
parte,  et  David  filium  Leweli.ii  quondam  principis 
Norwalliae  ec  dominum  de  Aberfraw  ex  altera,  apud 
Giouceftriam  die  Marcis  proximo  ante  feftum  Sancd 
Dunftanni,  anno  regni  ipfias  regis  vicefimo  quarto,  de 
homagio  ipfius  David  quod  ipfe  oflenebat  eidem  do- 
mino regi  pro  jure  fuo  Norwallis  et  de  cerris  quas  ba- 
jones  ipfius  doraini  regis  fcilicet  Griffinus  filius  Wen- 
iiu;van  et  alii  barones  domini  regis  petebant  verfiis  ip- 
ium  David  ut  jura  fua  excepta  de  monte  alto  fecunduna 
quod  continetur  in  fcripto  nuper  confe6k6  apud  cru- 
cem  Griffini  per  Senefchallos  domini  regis,  quas  ad 
pra^ens  excipitur  ab  arbitrio,  falvo  tamen  in  poflcruni 
jure  fenefcballi  Ceftris  in  terra  ilia  fi  quod  habcnt. 
Scilicet,  quod  pra^i&us  dominus  rex  cepit  homagi- 
urn  praefati  David  de  praedidt)  jure  fiio  Norwailias,  et 
quod  tam  idem  dominus  rex  pro  pra^atis  baronibus 
luis  de  confcenfii  eorundem  quam  prasfatus  David  pro 
4e  et  fiiis  et  hasredibus  eorum  fiiper  omnibus  tcrris 
pracdidlis  (e  Aibmilerunt,  arbitrio  venerabiltum  patrum 
Ottonis  San£ti  Nicolai  in  carcere  TuUiaoo  diaconi,  car- 
dinalis  apoftoUci  iedis  legati ;  Wigorniae  ct  Noriveci 
.epifcoporum,  et  nobilis  viri  Richardi  comitis  Pidaviae 
et  Cornubiae,  fratris  ipfius  domini  r^s  et  Joannis  de 
Monemue  ex  parte  ipfius  domini  rfgis,  et  vcncrabilis 
patris  epifcopi  de  Sand:o  Afaph  Idnevet  Vaghan,  Eyn- 
^an  Vaghan  ex  parte  pr^fati  David*  lu  quod  quo- 
modo  libet  ab  ipfis  omnibus  vel  a  majori  parte  eorun- 
dem,fijper  prxmifliis  fuerit  arbitratum,  utraque  pars  ip- 
Ibrum  ftabit  arbitrio  et  illud  in  perpetuum  firmiter  ob- 
fervabit  s  et  ad  base  fideliter  fine  fraude  fervanda  Gu- 
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lielmus  dc  Cantelupo  dc  praecepto  regis  juravic  in  ani- 
mam  ipfius  regis  pt  idem  David  in  propria  i^erfona  fiia 
corporate  prseftitit  facramentum.  Et  infuper  fc  fub-- 
miferunt  jurifdidioni  et  inordinationi  praerati  domini 
legati  quamdiu  in  Anglia  legationis  fungatur  officio, 
vit  partem  contra  prasmifla  venientem  per  cenfuram  cc- 
elefiaftica^m  modis  omnibus  quibus  melius  vJderit  ex- 
pedire,  tam  ad  prasdiftum  arbitrium  obfervandum  quapi 
ad  tranrgreflionem  contra  illud  perpetratam  emendan- 
dam  valcat  coercere,  ordine  juris  obfcrvato.  Dum  ta- 
mcn  idem  David  vel  fui,  fi  forfitan  contra  pra^difta  ve- 
nire prefumpferint  prius  coram  didto  domino  legato 
vel  aliquibus  aliis  ad  hoc  ab  ipfo  deputandis  et  parti- 
bus  merito  non  fufpedis  in  conBnio  marchiae  loco  ei- 
dem  David  et  fuis  tuto  legitime  communicantur,  fi  ad 
hoc  vocati  venirent  :  vel  fi  legitime  vocati  non  vene- 
rint  pro  contuniacibus  habeantur  nifi  rationabile  et  fuf- 
ficicns  habeant  impedimentum,  finito  vero  praedi6las 
legationis  officio  fub  forma  prefcripta  et  cohcrcioni  et 
jurifdiftioni  domini  Cantuarienfi  archiepifcopi  et  fuc- 
ceflbrum  fuorum  et  ecclefias  Cantuarienfis  fe  partes' 
prsediftas  fubmiferunt.  Et  fciendum  quod  per  hanc 
pacem  remanent  domino  regi  et  haeredibus  fuis  omnia 
homagia  baronum  Wallise  quieta,  et  remittuntur  omnia 
incendia,  homicidia,  et  alia  mala  tam  ex  parte  Angli- 
corum  quam  Wallenfium  perpetrata ;  ita  quod  ad  in- 
vicem  plene  reconcilientur.  Salvo  prasfati  David  jure 
fuo,  fi  quod  habct  in  aliis  terris.  Et  fi  forte  aliquis 
prasdiftorum  arbitrorum  ante  hoc  arbitrium  completum 
in  fata  deceflerit,  vel  per  impedimentum  rationabile 
prsedifto  arbitrio  faciendo  non  poflit  interefle-  alius 
loco  fuo  fubftituetur  qui  neutri  partium  merito  fufpec- 
tiis  habeatur :  ad  hoc  prsefati  cpifcopus  de  Sanfto  A- 
faph  Idnevet  et  Ignan  et  Griffinus  filius  Rotherich. 
praeftiterunt  facramentum,  quod  quantum  in  cis  eft, 
praedifta  fideliter  obfcrvabunt  et  ab  ipfo  David  et  fuis 
nPiOdis  omnibus  quibus  poterunt,  facicnt  obfcrvari :  ad' 
majorem  autem  hujus  rci  fecuritatem  faftum  eft  hoc 
fcriptum  inter  ipfos  regem  et  David  in  modo  chirogra- 
ph!. Ita  quod  parti  rcmanenti  penes  ipfum  dominum 
regem  appofitum  eft  figillum  ipfius  una  cum  figillo 
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prsdkftorum  epifcopi  de  San£to  Afapho  Idnevet,  Ig^ 
nan  et  Griffini,  ec  parti  penes  ipfum  David  remanenci 
appoiitum  eft  figilum  domini  regis :  his  teftibus  ve- 
nerabilibus  patribus  Ottone  Sanfti  Nicolai  in  carccre 
TuUiano  diacono,  cardinali  apoftolicae  fedis  legato; 
Waltcro  Eboracenfi  archiepifcopo,  Waltcro  Careleo- 
IcnG,  Waltero  Wygorncnfi  ct  Guliclmo  Norwiccnfi 
epifcopis ;  Richardo  cornice  Pidaviae  et  Cornubis  fra- 
tre  domini  regis,  venerabili  patre  epifcopo  de  Sando 
Antando ;  renefchallis  noftris  Joanne  extraneo.  £dc- 
nyfet  Watham,  Griifioo  filio  Rodiericb»  David  archi* 
diacon  de  Sant^o  A^apb  ec  aliis. 


D. 
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/AVID  filio  Lewelini  falutem.  Bene  recoli- 
mus  qualiter  nos  vobis  nuper  in  mandatis  dedimus, 
quod  coram  nobis  apud  Wigorniam  compareretis  ad 
providendum  arbitros  qui  loco  eorum  qui  primo  ad 
hoc  eledti  fuerint  ec  qui  ad  partes  receflerunc  tranfma* 
rinas,  juftitiam  fecundum  formam  pacis  inter  ct  vos 
provifc  fingulis  conquerentibus  cxhibcrent;  et  in  arbi- 
trio  pfaedi^to  fecundum  formam  debitam  procedercnt 
ct  fimilitcr  ad  juftitiam  recipiendam  de  portionc  uxo- 
rcm  veftram  contingente  de  naereditate  fua :  et  fimlli- 
tar  ad  ftandum  redo  fupcr  his  de  quibus  fenefchallus 
de  monte  alto  et  aliis  dc  vobis  funt  conquefti.  Ec 
duia  ad  diem  et  locum  vobis  praefixbs  non  accefliftisy 
led  fiteras  veftras  nobis  mififtis ;  continences  quod  tres 
ex  veftris  ad  nos  loco  vcftro  dcftinaftis,  ex  quibus  tan- 
tum  unus  ad  nos  accefllc  qui  ad  pra^miHa  adimplenda 
nuUam  poteftatcm  habuit ;  unde  quibufdam  ex  nofths 
yifum  fuerat  quod  hoc  malitiofe  et  ut  fubterfugiutn 
qusereretis  per  vos  faftum  fuit.  Nos  tamen  hoc  non 
credences  fed  fidelicatem  veftram  adhuc  magis  probare 
volcntes,  vobis  mandamus  in  fide  qua  nobis  tenemini, 
prsecipiendo  quatinus  omni  occaHone  poftpofita  perfo- 
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nalitcr  compareatis  apud  Salop,  die  dominica  ante  domi- 
nicampalmarum  coram  fidelibus  noftrisquos  iilqc dux- 
erimvi^  tranfmittendos  ad  confentiehdum  in  perfonas 
certas,  ad  procedendum  in  arbitrio  prsEdi£to  loco  eo- 
rum  qui  ad  parte*  tranfmarinas  rcceflerunt  et  ad  faci- 
endum in  eoaem  arbitrio  id  quod  adhuc  reftat  facien- 
dum ;  ct  ad  recipiendum  juftitiam  dcportionc  uxorem 
veitram  de  ha^reditate  fua  contingente  et  ad  ftandum 
redo  fenefchallo  Ceftriae  ct  aliis  de  vobis  qonquerenti- 
bus,  Qiiod  fi  perfonaliter  ad  hoc  faciendum  venire 
non  poflitis  tales  loco  veftro  mittatis  qui  plenam  po- 
teftatem  habeant  hasc  omnia  nomine  veftro  faciendi. 
Nos  cnim  vobis  et  veftris  per  eos  quos  ibidem  mitti- 
mus aut  per  nofmet  ipfos  falvum  et  fecurum  provideri 
faciemus  condudtum.  Tefte  rege  apud  Wudeftock 
decimo  nono  die  Fcbruarii, 

Anno  domini  millefimo  ducentefimo  quadragefimo 
primo,  die  dominica  proxima  ante  inventionem  fanfta 
crucis  affignata,  David  filio  Lewelini  quondam  princi* 
,pis  Norwalliae  et  marchionibus  ad  confentiendum  in 
arbitros  fuftituendos  loco  abfentium  et  ad  faciendam  et 
recipiendam  juftitiam  fecundum  formam  pacis  conven- 
ts inter  dominum  regem  et  diftum  David  comparuit 
Thudius  fenefchallus  ipfius  David,  cancellarius  cc 
Phillippus  fill  us  Ibor  clericus  ex  parte  David  procu- 
ratOres;  oftendentes  literas  ipQus  David,  in  quibus 
didus  David  promittebat  fe  ratum  habiturum  quic- 
quid  per  ipfos  fieret  fecundum  formam  pacis  fupra- 
didae.  Radulphus  vero  de  mgrtuo  mari  ct  Rogcrux 
fenefchallus  Ccftriae  et  Qriffinus  pro  fe  et  aliis  marchi- 
onibus comparuerunt  j  pctentes  inftanter  quod  fecun* 
dum  difta  teftium  produftorum  coram  domino  Ste- 
phano  de  Scgrave,  et  conjudicibus  fuis  vicem  domini 
regis  gerentibus  apud  Salop  eifdem  exhiberctur  juftitiae 
complementum.  Sed  contra  procuratores  prsefati  Da- 
vid afferebant  diftos  reftes  non  efle  receptos  fecundum 
formam  pacis.  Quare  fecundum  di<fta  corum  non  dice- 
bat  ncc  poterat  judicari.  Tandam  continuata  die  ec 
altercatione  magna  fuper  hoc  et  aliis  habitata  inter 
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partes,  forma  pacis  prsediftse  produfta  in  medio  viTa- 
que  et  perfedta  loco  abfcntium  arbitrorum  fcilicet  do- 
mini  Ottonis  Sandi  Nicholai  in  carcere  TuUiano  dia- 
coni  cardinalis,  domini  Papse  quondam  Icgati  in  An- 
glia  Wigornenfis  et  Norwicenfis  epifcoporum  fubrc^d 
funt  per  dominum  regem  dc  confenfu  diclorum  procu- 
ratorum  epifcopus  Coventrenfis,  Joannes  filius  Galfridi 
ct  Hercbertus  filriis  Matthaei,  et  Waltcrus  de  Clifford  : 
quibus  data  eft  eadem  potcftas  quam  habcrent  abfcntes 
fi  prsefentes  eflcnt  lecundum  formam  pacis  prsedid® 
ct  aflignata  eft  dies  partibus  a  die  Pentecoftes  proximo 
in  unum  menfem  apud  pontem  de  Maneford  ultra  Sa- 
lop ad  probanda  hinc  inde  five  per  produftos  teftcs ; 
non  obftante  produdlione  jam  fa£la  per  alios  ct  quoh- 
b'et  probationis  genere  five  per  inftrumenta,  five  alio 
modo  qusB  voluerunt  et  fibi  noverint  cxpcdienda ;  ct 
ilia  die  dabitur  alia, ad  judicium  audiendum  fecundum 
probata  coram  eifdem  arbitris  juxta  formam  pacis  fu- 
perius  praelibatae. 


Rex,  &c* 
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'AVID  filio  Levvelini  quondam  principis  Nor- 
wallix  falutem.  £x  certa  quorundam  relatione  didi- 
cinius  quod  vos  contra  juramcntum  nobis  praeftitum 
quofdam  fratres  Griffini  filii  Madoc  et  etiam  quofdam 
homines  noftros  de  Keri,  qui  homagia  nobis  feccrunt 
vobis  confoederatis  et  ab  obfequio  et  fidclitate  noftra 
fubtraxiftis  ct  fratres  prsedidli  Griffini  contra  nos  in 
terra  vcftra  receptatis.  Tres  quidcm  de  lenefchallis 
vcftris  in  fuccurfum  corum  qui  expugnant  diledum  et 
fidelem  noftrum  Radulphum  de  mortuo  mari  deftinaf- 
tis  casdes  et  incendia  per  vos  ct  veftros  in  terra  fua  cc 
terris  aliorum  fidelium  committendo,  terras  etiam  qu£ 
in  curia  noftra  abjudicate  fuerunt  Oweno  Vaghan  ec 
nepotibus  fuis,  cis  contra  juftitiam  deforciatis,  non  pcr- 
mittentes  quod  executio  fiat  de  his  qua:  in  curia  no- 
ftra 
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ftra  funt  confidcrata.     Quandam  ctiam  navem  Ceftrix 
quae  in  poteflace  veftra  appticuit  carcata  blado  ec  aliis 
viiftualibus  arcftari  feciftis  per  vos  et  gentem  veftram, 
in   nuUo  his  quorum  bladum  ct  viiftualia  fuerint  inde 
iatisfacicntes  fupcr  quibus  non  modicum  admiramur  et 
movcmur ;  ct  multo  fortius  quod  cum  nuper  miliflc* 
mus  nuntios  vcflfos  folempnes  ufque  Salop,  utpotc  ve- 
nerabilem  patrcm  Henricum  Coventrenfem  et  Lich- 
fieldenfem  epifcopum,  et  dileftos  et  fideles  noftros  Jo- 
annem  filium  Galfridi,  et  Henricum  de  Aditheleg  pa- 
ratos  ad  emendas  faciendas  et  recipiendas  de  intercept 
tionibus  fa6tis,  tam  ex  parte  noftra,  quam  ex  parte 
veftra,  vos  tanquam  in  contemptum  noltrum  prardic- 
tis  fidelibus  noftris  noh  occurriftis,  nee  per  aliquos  de 
veftris  in  eorum  occurfum  mittere  curaftis,  quod  qui- 
dem  aegre  nos  movet  cum  tot  et  tantas  injuries  quas 
longum  eflct  enumerare  contra  nos  et  noftros  nullo 
modo  attemptare  debuiftis :  et  ideo  vobis  mandamus 
quod  prsedidtos  fideles  noftros  tam  fratres  prsedifti 
GrifRni  guam  homines  noftros  de  Keri  quos  a  fidelitatc 
noftra   lubtruxiftis  ad  fidem  noftram  redire  faciatisl 
Non  impedientes  quin  prsediftus  Owenus  Vaghan  et 
nepotes  fui  fecundum  abjudicatum  eft  in  curia  noftra 
terris  fuis  gauderc  poffint  et  eas  pacifice  poflidere.     Id 
etiam  quod  contra  diiedtum  et  fidelem  noftrum  Radul- 
phnm  de  mortuo  mari  et  alios  fideles  noftros  et  etiam 
quod  de  navi  ilia  Ceftrenfi  attemptaftis,  fie  emendari 
faciatis  -,  quod  nobis  non  relinquatur  materia  injurias 
pnedidtas  gravius  ulcifcendi  quod  noUemus.       Nee 
omitatis  quin  titra  feftum  Sanfti  Petri  ad  vincula  no- 
bis fignificetis  qaaliter  dampna  et  injurias  prsdiclas, 
quae  nullo  modo  diflimulare  potcrimus  nobis  emendarc 
volueritis.    Tefte  rcge  apud  Merlebergh,' quarto  dc- 
cimo  die  Julii. 

Sciant  prsefentes  et  futuri  quod  ita  convenit  inter 
dominum  Henricum  regem  Anglian  illuftrem  ex  una 
parte  et  fenanam  uxorem  Griffini  filii  Levvelirii  quon- 
dam principis  Norwallix,  quem  David  f rater  ejus  te- 
net careen  mancipatum  cum  Owen  filio  fuo  nomino 
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ejufdem  Griffini  ex  alccra ;  fcilicct  quod  pracdifta  Se- 
rjana  manuccpic  pro  praedifto  Griffino  viro  fuo  quo  da- 
bit  domino  regi  fcxgentas  marcas,  ui  rex  cum  ct  prae- 
di£tuna  Owen  filium  fuu|n  liberari  faciat  a  carccre  dcti- 
neri.  Et  ut  rex  poftea  judicio  Curiae  fuae  fecundum 
legem  Walenfem  ci  et  haeredibus  fuis  habere  faciat 
fuper  portione  quae  eum  cominget  de  hacreditate  quae 
fvit  praedifti  Lcwelini  p^tris  fui  et  quam  praedidus 
David  ipfi  Griffino  dcforciavit.  lu  fi  quod  idem 
Griiiiaus  vel  haeredcs  fui  per  confideratiancm  curiae 
domini  regis  recipcrent  portionem  quam  fe  dicunt  con- 
tingere  dehaeredirate  praedi(5ta,eadeni  Senana  manucepit 
pro  praedifto  Griffino  ct  haeredibus  fuis  quod  ipfc  ec 
hacrcdes  fui.imperpetuum  indc  reddent  domino  regi  et 
haeredibus  fuis  trccentas  marcas  annuas.  Scilicet  tcr. 
tiam  partem  in  denariis  et  tertiam  partem  in  bobus 
et  vaccis,  et  tertiam  partem  in  equis  per  aeftimati- 
Qnem  legalium  hominum  libcrandas  vicecomiti  Sa- 
Ipp,  apud  Salop,  .et  per  manum  ipfius  vicecomitis  ad 
facc^rivitp,  regis,  dcferendasct  ibidem  libcrandas  fci- 
licet  unam  medietatcm,  adfcftum  San&i  Michaelis  et 
aliam  mediet^t^m  ad.palcbam.  Eadem  etiam  Senana 
manucepit  pro  praediclo  Griffino  viro  fuo  ct  haeredibus 
fpis  quod  firmam  pacem  tenebunt  cum  praefato  Da- 
vid fuper  povpone  quae  eidcm  David  remanebit  dc 
hacreditate  pracdifta ;  manucepit  etiam  Senana  pro 
praefato  Griffino  et  haeredibus  fuis,  quod  fi  aliquis 
Walcnfis  aliquo  tempore  regi  vel  haeredibus  fuis  re- 
bcilis  ex.titerit,  praefatus  Griffinus  et  haeredes  fui  ad 
cuftumfuum  proprium  ipfum  compelknt  ad  fatisfaci- 
cndum  domino  regi  et  haeredibus  fuis.  Et  de  his  om- 
nibus fupradiftis  obfervandis,  dida  Senana  dabit  domi- 
no regi  David  et  Rothery  filios  fuos  obfidcs :  Ita  tamen 
quod  fi  de  praefato  Griffino  et  Oweno  filio  fuo  qui  cum 
eo  eft  in  carccre  humanitus  contingat  antequam  indc 
deliberentur;  alter  praediftorum  filiorum  eidcm  Sena- 
nae  reddetur  rcliquo  obfide  remanente  :  juravit  infuper 
Senana  taftis  facro-fanclis  evangeliis  pro  fc  ct  praefato 
Gnffino  et  haeredibus  fuis  qujd  haec  omnia  firmitcr 
obfcrvabunt,      Et  .manucepit  quod  praefatus  Griffinus 

idem 
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idem  jurabit  cum  a  cafccre  liberatus  fuerit,  ct  fuper 
praemiflls  fe  fubmilit  nomine  difti  Griffini  jurifdictioni 
Herefordcnfis  et  Conventrenfis  epifcoporum-  Ita  quod 
praefati  epifcopi,  vel  alter  eorum  quem  dorainus  rex 
elegeric  ad  requifitionem  ipfius  regis  per  fementias  ex* 
coiximunicationis  in  perfonas  et  intefdidti  in  terras  eo^ 
rum  coherceant  ad  omnia  praediAa  et  fingula  obfer^ 
vanda.  Haec  omnia  manucepit  praedifta  Senana  et 
bona  fide  promifit  fe  fa(5turam  et  curaturam  quod  om- 
nia impleantur,  et  quod  praefacus  Griffinus  cum  libe- 
ratus fuerit,  ethaeredesfui  hac  omnia  grata  habebunteC 
complebunt  et  inftrumentum  fuum  inde  dabunt  domi- 
no regi  in  forma]praedi£i:a«  Ad  majorem  fiquidem  hujus 
rei  fecuritatem  fadum  eft  hoc  fcriptum  inter  ipfum 
dominum  regem  et  praefatam  Senanam  nomine  praefati 
Griffini  viri  fiii.  Ita  quod  parti  remanenti  penes  ipfum 
dominum  regem  appofitum  eft  figillum  praefati  Grif- 
fini per  manum  praefatae  Senanae  uxoris  fuae  una  cum 
figillo  ipfius  Senanae  •,  et  parti  remanenti  penes  ipfam 
Senanam  nomine  praefati  Griflini  appofitum  eft  figil- 
lum ipHus  domini  regis :  de  fupradiftis  etiam  omnibus 
complendis  ct  firmiter  obfcrvandis  dedit  praedifta  Se* 
nana  nomine  praefati  Grifiini  domino  regi  plegios  fub- 
fcriptos,  viz.  Radulphum  de  Mortuo  Mari,  Walterum 
de  CliflFord,  Rogerum  de  Monte  alto  fenefcallum  CeC- 
triae,  Mailgun  filium  Mailgwn,  Mereduc'filium  Ro- 
berti,  Griffinum  filium  Maddoc  de  Baunfeld,  Howel  cc 
Mereduc  fratres  ejus,  Griffinum  filium  ^ennwen,  qui 
haec  omnia  pro  praefata  Senana  manuceperunt  ct  car- 
tas fuas  ipfi  domino  regi  inde  fecerunt.  Aftum  apud 
Salop  die  Lunae  proxima  ante  aflTumptionem  beatae 
Mariae  anno  ipfius  regis  vicefimo  quinto. 


V-/  M  N I  B  U  S  hoc  fcriptum  vifuris  Rogerus  de 
Monte  Alto  fenefchallus  Ceftriae  falutem.  Sciatis  quod 
ego  me  coriftituti  plcgiuni  Senanae  uxoris  Griffini  filii 
Lcolini  quondam  principis  Norwalliae,  cc  manu  cepi 
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pro  ca  erga  dominuQi  mcum  Henricum  rcgcm  An- 
gliae  illuftrem,  quod  bmnla  quae  conventiooavitddem 
domino  meo  nomine  praefati  viri  fui  a  carcere  in  quo 
Pavid  fratcr  ejus  eos  detinet  et  pro  ponione  quae  ip- 
fum  Griffinum  conlingic  de  haereditate  quae  fuit  prae* 
didi  Leolini  patris  fuis  ct  quam  praefatus  David  fra- 
ter  ejus  ei  deforciat,  domino  regi  firmiter  obfervabit. 
in  cujus  rei  tedimonium  huic  fcripto  figillum  meum 
appofui.  Ai^unn  apud  Salopelbury  die  Lunae  ante 
aiTuniptionem  Beacae  Mariae,  anno  regni  ipfius  vice* 
fimo  quinto. 

,     Sub  cadem  forma  feccrunt  finguli  plegii  praefcriptl 

Sciant  praefcntes  et  futuri  quod  ego  Mereducus  Ali- 
us Howel,  taftis  facro-fanftis  juravi  quod  ab  ifto  die 
in  antea  omnibus  dicbus  vitac  meae  ero  ad  fidclicatem 
domini  regis  Angliae,  et  fcrviam  ei  fideliter  et  devote 
cum  omnibus  viribus  meis  et  toto  pofle  meo  quan- 
docunque  indiguerit  fervitio  meo,  et  treugam  inter 
dominum  Radulphum  de  Mortuo  Mari  et  mc  ini- 
tam  ufque  ad  feftum  S.  Michaelis  anno  regni  regis 
Hcnrici  vigefimo  quinto  ex  parte  mca  fideliter  obfer- 
vabo :  et  tam  ad  ikielitatem  domino  regi  in  perpetuum 
obfervandum  quam  ad  treugas  praediftas  obiervandas 
ufque  ad  tcrminum  praediftum  luppofui  me  juri/cJic- 
tioni  domini  Herefordenfis  epifcopi,  et  domini  Coven- 
trenfis  et  Lichfieldenfis  eprfcopi,  vel  alterius  corum, 
quem  dgminus  re;c  ad  hoc  elegerit,  ut  fi  in  aliquo 
contra  praediftam  fidclicatem  domini  regis,  vel  contra 
obfervamiam  pracdiftarum  treugarun>  vencrit,  liceat 
eis  vel  eorum  alteri  quem  dominus  rex  ad  hoc  elegcrit 
pcrfonam  mcam  et  omnes  meos  excommunicare  ct 
terram  meam  interdicere,  donee  de  tranlgreffionc  ipfam 
fatisfecero  ad  plenum.  Et  fi  forfitan  infra  praediflum 
feftum  S.  Michafli  inter  praediftum  Radulphum  dc 
Mortuo  Mari  et  me  nulla  pax  fucrit  formata,  licet  poft 
feftum  illud  bellum  movcant  praedifto  Radulpho,  non 
obligabit  mc  praedidum  jurament^m  dum  tamen  crga 
dominum  rcgcm  fidelitatem  obfcrvam  continuam,  (icut 
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pracdifhun  eft.  Etfi  bellum  poft  pracdiftum  termi- 
num  inter  nos  moveatur,  nihilominus  doniinus  rc- 
fuftinebit  quod  ego  ct  mei  reccptemur  in  terra  fua  fi- 
cut  alii  fideles  fui.  Ad  praedidta  autem  obfervanda 
domino  regi  et  haeredibws  fuis  obligo  me  per  jura-  * 
mentum  praedidlum,  et  per  figilli  mei  appofitionem 
quod  iuiic  fcripto  appofui,  ad  majorem  confirmati- 
onem  praedidorum.  Aftum  in  craftino  affumptionls 
•Bcatae  Mariae,  anno  regni  regis  •  Hcnrici  vigefimo 
quinto. 

Sub  eifdem  verbis  fecerunt  domino  regi  chartas  fuas, 
Owen  filius  Howell.  Mailgon  filius  Mailgun. 
Mereduc  filius  Merediic.  Howel  filius  Cadwach* 
Ian,  ec  Cadwachlan  filius  Howel. 


o 


M  N  I B  U  S  Chrifti  fidelibus  ad  quos  praefcntcs 
literae  pervcnerunt^  David,  filius  Leolini,  falutenru 
Sciatis  quod  concefli  domino  meo  Henrico  regi  An- 
gliae  illuftri  fiiio  ddmino  Joannis  regis :  quod  delibe- 
rabo  Griffinum  fratrem  meum  quern  tentfo  incarcera- 
turn  una  cum  filio  fuo  primogcnito  et  aliis  qui  oc- 
cafione  praedi£):i  Griffini  funt  in  parte  mea  incarcerati, 
ct  ipfos  eidem  domino  meo  regi  tradam.  Et  poftea 
ftabo  juri  curiae  ipfius  domini  regis  tam  fuper  eo,  u- 
trum  idem  Grifiinus  debeat  teneri  captus  quam  fuper 
portione  terrae  quae  fuit  praedifti  Leolini  patris  mei, 
fi  qua  ipfum  Griffinum  contingcre  debear,  fccundam 
confuctidinem  Walenfium.  Ita  qnod  pax  fervetuf 
inter  me  et  praedlftum  Griffinum  fratrem  meum  quod 
caveatur  de  ipfa  tenenda  lecundum  confiderationem  cu- 
riae ipfius  domini  regis,  et  quod  tam  ego  quam  prae- 
diftus  Griffinus  portiones  noftras  que  nos  contingeiic 
de  praediftis  terris  tenebimus  in  capite  de  pracdiflo  do- 
mino rege.  Et  quod  red^am  Rogero  de  Monte  Alto 
fenefchalio  Ceftriae  terrawr&am.de  Monthaut^cum 
pertinentiis  t  etfibi  ct  aliis  bc-armvibus^et-ftdcrlibu^  ^ton^A- 
ni  regis  fcifinas  terrAr4Kxi 'foaVuni  ocaapataruai^a  tern- 
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pore  b^Uiorti  inter  ipfum  dominum  Johannem  reg  m  ct 
praedi£tum  Leolinum  patrcm  mcum,  felvo  jure  pro- 
prietatis  cujuflibct  pa6ti  ct  inftrumenti  fuper  quo  fta- 
bitur  juri  nine  indc  in  curia  ipfius  donoini  regis:  ct 
quod  rcddam  ipli  domino  regi  omnes  expenfas  qvus 
ipfc  ct  fui  fccerunt  occafione  exercitus  iftius.  £t  quod 
fatisfaciam  dc  damnis  et  injuriis  illacis  fibi  ct  fuis  fe- 
cundutn  confidcrationcm  pracdi6l:ae  curiae  vcl  mafc- 
fadores  ipfos,  ipli  domino  regi  rcddam  omnia  homa- 
gia  quae  dominus  Johannes  rex  pater  gus  habuit, 
et  quae  dominus  rex  de  jure  habere  debet ;  et  Ijpc- 
cialiter  omnium  nobilium  Wallenfium*  £t  qiKxl  idem 
dominus  rex  non  dimittit  aliquem  de  fuis  captivis 
quin  ipfi  domino  regi  et  fuis  remancant  feifinae  fuae. 
£t  quod  terra  de  Engulhiere  cum  peninentiis  fuis  in 
perpctuum  remanebit  domino  regi,  vcl  haeredibus  fuis, 
ct  iquod  de  caetero  non  reccptabo  vilagas  vel  foris 
banniatos  ipfius  domini  r^is,  vel  baronum  fuonim  de 
marchia  in  terra  mea,  nee  permittam  receptari-,  ct  dc 
omnibus  articulis  fupradiAis^  ct  iingylis  firmitcr  ct  in 
perpctuum  obfervandis,  domino  regi,  ct  haeredibus 
fuis,  pro  me  ct  haeredibus  meis  cavebo  per  oblidcs  cc 
pignora  ct  aliis  modis  quibus  dominus  rex  dicere  vo- 
|uit  vcl  didate.  Et  in  his  ct  in  omnibus  aliis  ftabo  vo- 
luntatis ct  mandatis  ipfius  domini  regis  ct  juri  parebo 
omnibus  in  curia  fua.  In  cujus  rei  tcftimonium, 
praefenti  fcripto  figiUum  meum  appendi.  Adum  apud 
Atricum  juxta  fluyium  Elvcy  dc  S.  Afapho  in  fcfto 
decoUationis  S.  Johanni  Baptiitae,  anno  pracdi^  domi-* 
^is  Henrici  vigcfimo  quinto. 

Sciendum  quod  illi  qui  capti  detincntur  cum  prae* 
^ifto  Griffino,  modern  modo  tradentur  donuno  regi 
donee  per  curiam  fuam  c6nfideracum  fucrit,  utruni  ct 
quomodo  debeant  de)ibcrari.  £t  ad  omnia  firmitcr 
tcncnda»  egp  David  juravi  fuper  crucem  fanctam 
quam  coram  me  feci  dcportari.  Venerabilis  eiiam 
pater  Howclus  cpifcopus  de  S.  Afaph  ad  petitionem 
ineam  firmitcr  promifit  in  ordine  fuo,  quod  haec  om^ 
nia  pracdida  facict,  ct  procufabit  aiodis  quibys  po- 
terit,  obfervari.  Ednevet  fi^uidem  Waugam  per  ptzc- 
^tvm  meuaii  iUud  idemjuravit  fi^rcnioem  prac* 
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diclam.  Aftum  ut  fupra.  Praeterca  conceQi  pro  me 
ct  haeredibus  meis  quod  fi  ego,  vcl  haeredes  mci  con- 
tra paccm  domini  regis,  vcl  hasrediuni  fuorum,  vel 
conrra  articulos  prasdiftos,  aliquid  attcntaverimu's  tota 
ha:reditas  noftra  domino  regi,  et  haeredibus  fuis  in- 
curratur*  De  quibus  omnibus  ct  fingulis  fupporfbi  me, 
et  haeredcs  mcos,  jurifdiftioni  archicpifcopi  Cantuari- 
enfis,  et  epifcoporum  Londinenfis,  Herefordenfis,  ct 
Coventrtnfis,  qui  pro  tempore  praeerunt,  quod  omnes, 
vel  unus  eorum  quern  dominus  rex  ad  hoc  elegerit, 
pofllc  nos  excommunicarc,  et  terram  noftram  inter- 
dicere,  fi  aliquid  contra  praedifta  attentavcrimus.  Et 
procuravi  quod  epifcopi  de  Bangor  et  de»  S.  Afaph 
chartas  fuas  domino  regi  fccerunt  per  quas  conccflerunt, 
quod  omnes  fententias  turn  excomunicationis  quam 
interdifti  a  prsediftis  archiepifcopo,  epifcopis,  vcl 
aliquo  eorum,  ferendas,  ad  mandatum  eorum  exe- 
quentur. 


Rex  omnibus,  &c« 


D 


AVID  filius  Lewelini  quondam  principis 
Norwalliae,  Salutcm.  Novcrint  uniyerfitas  veftrae  me 
fpontanea  voluntate  mea  pepegifle  domino  meo 
Henrico  Dei  gratia  Anglise,  quod  ego  et  hasredes  mei 
eidem  domino  regi,  et  hasredibus  fuis  omnibus  diebus 
vicac  noftrae  conftantcr  et  fideliter  ferviemus,  ncc  aliquo 
tempore  contra  eos  erimus :  quod  fi  forte  evcnerir, 
quod  a  fidcli  fervicio  fuo,  vcl  haercdum  fuorum,  quod 
abfit,  recefferimus,  tota  terra  noftra  erga  ipfum  do* 
minum  regem  ct  hasredes  fuos  incurratur,  et  in  ufus 
coram  perpetuis  cedat  temporibus.  Hanc  autcm  pac- 
tionem  et  conceflionem  figilli  met  dppofitione  roboravi, 
ct  ad  majoreni  hujus  rei  dcclarationem  venerabile* 
partes  Bangorenfem,  et  deS.  Afaph  epifcopi,  ad  pe* 
titiortcm  meam  prscfentr  fcripto  figilla  fu*  appoi'uerun^c. 
A£tum  apud  Rothctafatricefimoprimodie  Auguft{. 
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JLlLUSTRI  viro  domino  Henrico  Dei  gratia re- 
gi  Anglorum,  &c.  abbates  HabcrcOnwiae,  ct  de  Kc- 
mere  Ciftercienfis  ordinis  inquifitores  dati  a  domino 
Papa,  falutem  in  domino.  Mandatum  domini  Paps 
rccipimus  in  haec  verba,  *  Innocentius  Epifcopus,  fcr- 
vus  fervorum  Dei,  dikftis  filiis  abbatibus  dc  Haber- 
conwiae,  &  de  Keraerc  Ciftercieoiis  ordinis  Bangorum 
dioceHs  falucem  et  apoftolicam  benedidioneni.  £x 
parte  dilefti  filii  noftri  nobilis  viri  David  principis 
Norwallia^  fuit  propofitum  .coram  nobis,  quod  cum 
inter  ipfum,  quern  parences  cjui  in  alumnum  Roma- 
nas  ccckfise  donaverunt,  et  chariflimum  in  Chrifto  fili- 
urn  noftrum  regem  Anglofum  illuftrem  bellum  longa 
tempore  perduraffet,  tandem  poftquam  fuit  in  vencra- 
bilem  fratrem  nollrum  epifcopum  de  S.  Afaph  ct  col- 
kgas  ipQus  de  ftando  hinc  inde  eorum  arbitrio  fuper 
omnibus  querelis  juramento  a  partibus  pra^ftito  con-^ 
corditer  bonis  viris  mcdiantibus  conpromiflum.  Idem 
rex,  non  attendens  quod  pendente  illorum  arbitrio, 
fibi  fuper  hoc  aliquid  attentate  non  licebit  in  praedic- 
turn  principcm  ex  infperato  hoftiliter  iruit  ad  prseftan- 
dum,  quod  fuper  pracdicflis  de  quibus  conpromiiTum 
fuerit  &  juratum,  ac  aliis  ipfius  regis,  mandarc  per 
yim  compuut,  &  metum  qui  cadere  poterat  in  con- 
ftantem. 

Cum  igitur  ea  qu?c  vi  &  metu  fiant,  carerc  debeant 
Fobore  firmitatis,  difcretioni  veftrse  per  apoftolica  fcrip- 
ta  mandamus,  quatenus  inq'uiiita  fuper  hoc  diligentius 
veritate,  fi  rem  inveneritis  ita  effe,  auAohtate  noftra 
praedifftum  principem  ab  obfervatione  fie  cxtorti  jura- 
menti  p^nicus  abiblyentes,  feptentia,  fi  qua  occafionc 
cjufmodi  in  ejus  perfonam,  vel  terram  ab  aliquo  forfan 
tota  fufsrit,  juxta  formam  ecckii^  fine  diificultate  qua- 
libet,  ficut  juftum  fuerit  rclaxetis,  Teftcs  vcro,  &c. 
Datum  JanujB  fepfimo  cakndas  Augufti  pontificacus 
poftri  annp  fecundo.  Hujus  igitur  aittontate  muniti 
ypbis  mandamus  quatenus  in  vigilia  S,  Agnctis  Vir* 
ginis,  apud  Ki^yru^  in  ecckfia  Quftefend  coram  vobis 
compareatis,  fuper  contentis  in.  auteo^ico  di&Q  prirhi 
f  ipi  refponfuri,  fi  vobis  vid?ritis  cxpcdire. 
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Ifti  funt  ARTICULI  intimati  Do- 
mino Leolino  Principi   Walli^,  ct 

.  populo  ejufdem  loci,  ex  parte  Archi- 
epifcopi  fupra  didli. 


X   RIMO,   Quod   propter  falutem  corum  fpiritu- 

alem,   ct  temporalem  ad  partes  iilas  venimuS)   quas 

fcmpcr  dilcximus,  uc  plurcs  eomni  novcrunt. 

'  Secundo,  Quia  venimus  contra  dotnini  regis  volun- 

tatem,  •  cui  ctiam  adventus  noftcr  dicitur  plurinium 

difplicere. 

Tertio,  Quia  rogamus  cos  ct  fupplicamus  eis  pro 
fanguinc  Jefu  Chrifti,  quatenus  venire  velint  ad  uni- 
tatcm|  cum  gence  Anglorum,  et  ad  pacem  domini 
regis,  quam  eis  intendimus>  quanto  mdius  poterimus 
procurare. 

Quarto,  Volumus  eos  fcire  quod  in  his  partibus 
domini  non  poterimus  remanere. 

Quinto,  Volumus  eos  attendere  quod  poft  receffum 
noftrpm  non  invenient  aliquem,  qui  ita  velit  fua  am- 
pledi  negoda  promovcnda,  qui  vellemus,  fi  placeret, 
Alciffima  vita  noftra  temporali  corporum  pacem  ho* 
heftam  et  ftabilem  perpetuo  procuraffe. 

Sexto,  Quia  fi  noftras  preces  fprcverint  ct  labores^ 
flatim  intendimus.  eorum  pertinaciam  fcribere  fummo 
pontifici  et  curiae  Romanae,  propter  pcccata  mor- 
t&lia,  quae"  multiplicantur  occafione  difcordiae  om- 
pi  die. 

Septimo,  Noverint  quod  nifi  citius  ad  pacem  vcnc* 
rint  aggravabitur  eis  bellum,  quod  non  poterunffufti- 
nere,  quia  crefcit  regia  potentia  omni  die. 

Oftavo,  Noverint  quod  regnum  Angliae  eft  fub 
fpeciali  proteftione  fedis  apoftolicae,  et  quod  Romana 
curia  plus  inter  rcgna  cactera  diligere  confuevir. 

Nono, 
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Nono,  Quod  eadem  curia  nullo  modo  volet  per* 
mittere  ftatum  regni  Angliae  vacillare,  quod  fibl  fpc- 
cialibus  oblequiis  eft  devotum. 

Dccimo,  Amariflfime  plangimus  hoc  quod  didtoc 
Wallenfes  crudeliores  exiftcre  Saracenis ;  quia  cum 
Saraceni  capiunc  Chriftianos,  eos  iervant  pecunia  re- 
dvncndos,  quos  Walleafes  captos  dicuntur  iUico  ju- 
gularc  quafi  folo  fanguine  dcle<£):entur  ^  immo  quod 
eft  deterius,  quos  promittunt  redimi,  tradunt  accepta 
pecunia  jugulandos. 

Undecimo,  Quod  cum  confucverit  deum  et  perfb- 
fias  ecclefiafticas  revereri^  a  devotione  botninum  vi- 
demur  muUipliciter  receflifle,  qui  in  tempore  fandifl 
iimo  in  redemptoris  injuriam  moverunt  ieditionem^ 
homicidta  ec  incendia  perpetrantes^  in  quo  eos  nullus 
poteric  excuferc. 

Duodecimo,  Petimus  ut  tanquam  veri  Chriftiani  ad 
cor  redeant  pcenitentes,  quia  coeptam  difcordiam  non 
poflcnt  continuare  etiam  fi  juraflent. 

Tertiodecimo,  Petimus  uc  nobis  fignificent  quibus 
modis  velint  et  valeant  turbationem  pacis  r^iae,  lac- 
fionem  reipublicae,  te  mala  alia  emendare. 

Quartodecimo,  Ut  fignificent  nobis  qualitcr  valeat 
ipfa  Concordia  ftabiliri,  fruftra  enim  pax  firmari  vide- 
bicur  quae  tarn  affidue  violatur. 

Quintodecimo,  Ut  fi  dicant  leges  fuas  vel  fcedera 
ex  pafko  inito  non  lervari,  nobis  fignificent  quae 
funt  ilia. 

Sextodecimo,  Novcrint  quod  etiam  pofito  quod 
eis  derogatum  fuifiet,  quod  nefcimus«  nullo  modo  li- 
cebit  eis  quafi.  eflfent  judices  in  caufa  fu^  taliter  ma« 
jeftatem  regiam  impugnare. 

Septinaodecimo,  Quod,  niii  modo  pax  fiat  prooedi* 
tur  contra  eos  forfitan  ex  decreto  militiae,  facerdoti^  tt 
populi  conYocati* 
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Evcrendiffifno  patri  in  Chrifto  domino  J.  dc  gratia 

cantuarienli  archiepilcopo  totius  Anglian  prinaati,  iuus 

})umilis  et  devotus  filius  Leolinus  princeps  Wallbe, 

dominu3  Snaudon,  falutem  et  filialem  dikdionem  cum 

omnimoda  rcverentia,   fubjeftionc  et  honore,  ianAac 

patemitati  veftrae  pro  labore  vobis  quafi  intolerabile 

quern  affumpfiftis  ad  praefcns  prodileftione  quam  trga 

nos  et  noftram  nationcm  geritb,  omni  qua  poflumus 

devotione  regratiantes  vobis  a0urgimus  ;  et  eo  amplius 

quod  contra  domini  regis  voluncatem  veniftis   prout 

nobis  intxmaftis.    Cseterum  quod  nos  rogaftis  ut  ad 

pacem  domini   regis  veniamus,    fcire    d^bet    veftra 

ianftitas  quod  ad  hoc  prompti  fumus,  dummodo  idem 

dorainus  rex  pacem  dcbitam  et  veram  nobis  ct  noftris 

velit  obfervare.     Ad  hoc  licet  gauderemus  de  mora 

veftra  facienda  in  Wallia^  tamen  per  nos  non  eritis 

impedid  quin  pax  Bat,  quantum  in  nobis  eft,  quam 

optamus  per  vellram  induftriam  magis  quam  aliciijos 

aiterius  roborari.     Et  fperamus  nee  per  Dei  gratiam 

crit  opportunum  propter  noftram  pertinaciam  aiiquid 

fcribere  domino  Papa^.     Nee  veftras  paternas  preccs 

ac   graves  labores   fpernemus,   fed  eas   ampiLftimur 

omni  cordis  afFcftu  ut  tenemur.     Nee  erit  opus  quod 

dominus  rex  aggravet  contra  nos  manum,  cum  proinpti 

fumus  fibi  obedirc  juribus  noftris  et  legibus  nobis  uc 

prsemittatur  rcfcrvatis. 

Et  licet  regnum  Angliae  Gt  Curiae  Romans  fpecia- 
liter  fubjetlum  etdileftum,  tamen  cum  dominus  Papa, 
necnon  et  Curia  Romana  audiverint  quanta  nobis 
per  Anglicos  mala  funt  illata,  videlicet  quod  pax  prius 
fbrmata  non  fuit  nobis  feryata  ncc  pafta;  deinde 
dcvaftationcs,  combuftiones,  et  ecclefiafticarum  pcr- 
fonarum  intcrieftioncs,  facerdotum  videlicet  et  in- 
cluforum,  cc  aliarura  rcligiofarum  perfonarum  pafiim 
muliccum  et  infantium  fbggeniium  ubcra  et  in  uterp 
portantium,  combuftiones  etiam  hofpicalium  ec  aliarum 
don^orum  rdigiolarum,  homicidiorum  in  ccsmirvriis, 
ccclefiis,  et  fuper  altaria,  ec  aliorum  facrilegiarum  et 
flagiciorum  auditu  etiaip  honibiUuir,  audity  Fagano* 

run^ 
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rum  (icut  exprefllus  in  aliis  rotulis  conicripta  vobis 
tranfmittimus  inipicienda. 

•  Sprramus  imprimis,  quod  vcftra  pia  ct  fan<5ta  pa- 
tcrnitas  clementcr  nobis  compatiecur,  nee  non  ct  cu- 
ria fuper  dida,  nee  per  nos  regnum  Anglian  vacillabic, 
dum,  ut  promiflum  eft,  pax  dcbita  nobis  fiat  et  fcr- 
vetur.  Qui  vero  fanguinis  cffufionc  delefbantur  ma- 
nifefhim  eft  faftis.  Nam  Anglici  hadenus  nulli  iexui 
vel  astati  feu  languori  peperccrunc,  nulla  ecclelias 
vel  loco  facro  deculerunc,  qualia  vel  confimilia  Wal- 
lenfes  non  facerunt.  Super  eo  autem  quod  unus  re* 
dempms  fuic  incerfedus,  multum  doiemus,  nee  oc« 
ciforem  manu  tenemus,  fed  in  fylvis  uti  latro  vagatur. 
De  CO  vero  quod  incepcrunt  guerram  aliqui  in  tem- 
pore indebito,  illud  ignoravimus  ufque  poft  faftum, 
et  tamen  ipfi  aiTerunt  quod  nifi  eo  tempore  hoc  fc^ 
ciflent  mortes  et  captiones  eis  imminebunt,  nee  au- 
debunt  in  domibus  refidere,.  nee  nifi  armati  incederr^ 
.et  fic  prae  timore  tali  tempore  id  fecerunt.  De  cis 
vero  quas  fecimus  contra  dominum,  ut  veri  chrifliani 
per  Dei  gratiam  poenitebimus,  nee  erit  ex  parte  noftra 
quod  bellum  continuetur,  dum  fumus  indenines  ut 
debemus.  Ne  tamen  exhaeredcmur  et  paflim  occide- 
mur,  oportct  nos  defendere  ut  valemus.  Cum  vero 
injuria  et  damnahinc  inde  confidcrentur  ct  ponderentur 
iparati  fumus  emendare  pro  viribus  qus  ex  parte 
noftra  funt  commiffa,  dum  de  praediftis  injuriis  ct 
damnis  nobis  fadlis  et  aliis  emenda  nobis  fiat.  £t  ad 
pacem  firmandam.  et  ftabiliendam  fimiliter  fumus 
prompti  debitis  modis. 

Quando  tamen  regales  chartas  et  pa6fca  inita  nobis 
non  fervatur,  ficut  nee  hueufque  funt  obfcrvata,  non 
poteft  pax  ftabiliri,  nee  quando  novas  exa£tiones  ec 
inauditas  contra  nos  et  noftros  omni  die  adveniunt. 
Vobis  autem  tranfmittimus  in  rotulis  damna  nobis 
illata  et  foedera  non  fervata  fecundum  fonnam  pacts 
.prius  faftam*  Quod  vero  guerravimus  quafi  neceffi- 
tas  nos  cogebat ;  nam  nos  et  omnes  Wallenfes  eramus 
.adco.oppreffi  ct  fuppeditati  et  fpoliati  et  in  iervitutcm 
reda&t  per  regales  Jufticianos  et  Ballivos  cootra 
formam  pacis  t^t  omnem  jufticiam  ampUus  quam  ix 

Saraceni 
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Saraccni  effemus  vel  Judaei,  ficut  crcdimus  et  fatfpc 
denunciavimus  domino  regi,  nee  aliquam  emendam 
habere  potuimus.  Sed  fcmpcr  mittcbantur  jufticiarii 
et  ballivi  ferociores  et  crudeiiores,  et  quando  illi  erant 
faturati  per  fuas  injuftas  exaftiones,  alii  de  novo  niit- 
tebantur  and  populum  excoriandum  m  tantum  quod 
populus  mallebat  mori  quam  vivere.  Nee  oporcet  mi- 
iitiam  ampliorcm  convocare^  vel  contra  nos  moveri 
facerdotium  dum  nobis  fiat  pax  et  fcrvetur  modis  de- 
bitis  ut  fuperius  eft  exprcffum.  Nee  dcbitis  fanfte  pater 
omnibus  verbis  credere  noftrorum'  adverfariorum  ;  ficuc 
enim  nos  fadis  opprefierunt  et  opprimunt,  ita  et  vobis 
diifamant,  nobis  imponentes  quae  volunt. 

Ipfi  enim  vobis  funt  pracfentes  et  nos  abfentes,  ipfi 
opprimentes  et  nos  oppreffi.  Et  ideo  propter  Deum 
fi^^m  eis  in  omnibus  non  exhibeatis,  fed  fa£la  potiua^ 
cxaminetis.  Valeat  fanfUtas  veftre  ad  regimen  eccleliae 
per  tempora  longa. 

Primus  Articulus  eft  talis,  cum  in  forma  pacis  fie 
contineatur  ut  fequitur.  Si  vero  idem  Leolinus  jus 
vendicaverit  in  aliquibus  terris  quas  alii  prseter  dic- 
tum dominum  regem  oecupaverint  extra  quatuor 
cantredos  prsediftos,  pleniariam  fibi  juftitiam  cxhibc- 
bit  prasfatus  dominus  rex  feeundum  leges  et  eonfue- 
tadines  partium  illarum  in  quibus  terrae  illse  confiftunt : 
qui  articulus  non  fuit  obfervatus  fupcr  terris  Arwyft- 
ky  ct  inter  Dyvy  et  dudtus  fluviorum,  pro  eo  quod 
cum  dominus  Leolinus  diftas  terras  vendicaflet  co- 
ram domino  rege  apud  Ruthlan,  et  rex  fibi  com- 
qefllflet  eaufam  examinare  feeundum  leges  et  confuc-. 
tudines  Walliae  ae  advocati  pretium  fuiflTcnt  intro- 
dufti  coram  rege  ut  judicarent  de  diftis  terris  feeun- 
dum legcs.Wallicanas ;  parte  rea  comparente  et  re- 
iix)ndente  adeo  quod  eo  die  deberet  finalicer  termi- 
Dsri  ex  praefixione  domini  regis  qui  apud  Glover- 
niam  exiftens  diem  praediftum  partibus  afllgnavic,  li- 
cet faepius  in  diverfis  locis  coram  jurticiariis  fuiflTct 
di(fla  eaufa  examinata,  et  terras  ipf£  eifent  in  pura 
Wallia.  Nee  unquam  judicata  fuit  fuper  eis  nifi  fe* 
aundum  leges  Wallicanas  ^   nee  dominus  rex  pofilec 

vcl 


365  APPENDIX- 

vd  dcbeitt  prorogare  nifi  fecundum  leges  Wail« ; 
diem  taiiKrrt  ^funi  motu  proprio  prorogavic  et  contra 
leges  antedidas,  et  ad  ultimo  fuit  vocatus  ad  loca  v^ 
ria  ad  qiise  n6n  debuit  evocari,  nee  juftitiam  obdnett 
potuir^  ni(i  lecundum  leges  Anglise  contra  illud  quod 
in  di<^o  articulo  continetur.  Et  idem  fafbum  fuit 
coram  jufticiariis  apud  Montgomery,  cum  partes  et- 
lent  in  judicio  conitituta;  et  firmatas,  et  dies  dams  ad 
fcntcntiam  audicndam,  diem  prorogaverunt  leges  me- 
.  moratas.  Demum  apud  Londinum  po(t  multos  labo- 
res  et  expenfas  varias  rex  ipfe  juftitiam  fibi  denegavit^ 
nifi  vellec  fecundum  leges  Anglise  fubire  judicium  in 
caufa  memoraca. 

Secundus  articulus  non  fervatus  efl:  talis.  Et  omnes 
tranfgrefliones  injurras  et  excell'us  hinc  inde  fa&se  poe- 
nitus  rcmittimtur  ufque  in  diem  hodiernum.  Ifte  ar- 
ticulus non  fuit  obiervatus  quia  dominus  Regnialdus 
dc  Grey  ftatim  cum  fuit  fadus  jufticiarius,  movit  va- 
rias quaftiones  et  innumcrabiles  contra  homines  dc 
Tegengl,  et  nos  fuper  tranfgreffis  quae  faAae  fuerunt 
in  tempore  domini  Henrici  regis,  et  difti  domini 
Leolini  dum  dominum  in  partibus  iltis  obtinebat  un- 
dcdidti  horhines  multum  timentes  non  audebant  ia 
domibus  fuis  permanere. 

Tertius  articulus,  Ubi  diftus  Rys  Vachan  fiiius 
Ncfi  filii  Maelgon  cum  terra  quam  nunc  tenet  et  cum 
poft  pacem  initam  fuit  fpoliatus  de  terra  dc  Gene- 
verglyn,  quam  tunc  tcnebat  cum  hominibus  et  Avcriis 
eorundem. 

'  Quartus  articulus,  Item  concedit  dominus  rex  quod 
omnes  terras  tcnentcs  in  quatuor  Cantrcdis,  et  in  aliis 
terris  quas  dominus  rex  rctinct  in  manu  fua,  teneant 
eas  adeo  libere  et  pleniarie  ficnt  ante  guerram  tenerc 
confuevcrint,  et  eil'dem  libcrtatibus  et  confuetudinibxis 
gaudcant  quibus  prius  gaudere  folebant,  et  cum  con- 
tra iftum  ardculum  dicUis  Reginaldus  cohluetudincs 
varias  de  novo  introduxit,  et  hoc  contra  pacis  formam 
fupradiftam. 

Item  quintiis  articulus,  Controverfi^  et  contentio- 
nes  motSB  vcl  mo  vend  ae  inter  principem  et  quofcun- 
qu?    tcrminabantur    et   decidenrur    iccundum   leges 

Marcbiae 
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Marchias  de  bis  quae  emei^nc  in  Marchip,  et  fccun*: 
dum  leges  Walliae  dc  rebus  contentiofis  quae  in  Wal- 
lia  oricncun  Contra  iftum  aruculum  venit  dominus 
rex  mittendo  jufticiarios  ufque  ad  Montgpmery,  qui- 
ibidem  judicare  prasfutnpfcrunt  homines  diQ:i  Leolini, 
yindiftum  poncndo  fupcr  illos  contra  leges  Walliae, 
cum  hoc  vel  aliud  fimile  nunquam  faiftum  fuiflet 
ibidem  temporibus  retroadis^*  quofdam  incarcerando, 
alios  in  exilium  miuendo^  cum  ipfe  idem  princepsi 
paratus  eiTec  de  eifdem  hominibus^  fuis  exhibere 
juftitis  complenientum  omnibus  qusrelantibus  de 
eiidem. 

Item  fextus.  articulus.  Item  cum  £t  contentum 
in  didta  pacis  forma,  quod  Griffinus  Vachan  hom^* 
gium  facerct  domino  regi,  de  terra,  dc  Yal,  et  prin- 
cipi  de  terra  de  Edeyrnahu  julliciarii  domini  intro- 
duxerunt,  in  totam  terram  prsedidam  de  Edeyrnahu 
cuJQs  cognitib  caufas  ad  principem  pcrtincbat.fimpli* 
cicer,  et  non  ad  illos  Jutticiarios;  ec.tamen  pro  bono 
pacis  princeps  hoc  tolerabat  cum  ipfe  princeps  paratus 
cflet  eidem  dominae  fuper  hoc  juftitiam  exhibere. 

Septimus  articulus,  ubi  dicitur  et  licet  idem  priti* 
ceps  fe  noftrae  ut  diftum  eft  fuppofuerit  voluntati,. 
nos  tamen  concedimus  et  volumus  quod  voluntas  no- 

ftra .ultra  di£to.s  articulos   fe  in  aliquo  non 

extendant.     Contra  iftum    aruculum  exigebatqr  au- 
rum  ad  opus  regina^  in  qualibet  folutione  f&<Sla  regi 

cum Aurum  nunquam  fuit  exaftum  Wallen- 

fibus,  nee  in  tempore  domini  Hcnrici,  vel  alicujua 
alterius.  regis  Anglia:  5  quod  aurum  exfolvit  pro  bono 
pacis,  cum  tamen  nihil  dc  hoc  taftum  fuit  in  forma 
pacis  vel  excogitatum :  et  nunc  infuper  exigitur  a 
principe  aurum  ad  opus  regina;  fenioris  matris  vide- 
licet domini  Edvardi  nunc  regis  Anglise,  pro  pace, 
fadfca  in.  tempore  domini  Hcnrici  nunc  regis  Ang- 
lian, cum  nihil  de  hoc  tunc  fuerat  divEtum  vel  quo- 
quomodo  excogitatum,  videlicet  duo  millia  Marca- 
rum  et  dimidium,  et  nifi  didse  Marcas  folverencur, 
minabatur  didta  regina  quod  bona  ejufdem  Lcglini 
occupara  qox  invcnire  poterat  in  domino  regis,  ct 
2  homines 
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homines  fuos  capcre  vel  venundarc  quoufque  diftam 
fummam  habcrct  ad  plenum.  Item  cum  inviiaflet 
dominus  rex  diftum  principem  adfedtum  Wiggor- 
ftienfcm  verbis  blandrflimis  promittendo  ei  quod  dam 
tone  confanguineam  fuam  fibi  in  uxorcm,  et  multis  di- 
taret  honoribus ;  nihilominus  cum  illuc  veniflet  in  die 
defponfationis,  ante  miffam  petiit  dominus  rex  unam 
literam  confignaVi  a  pnncepe  continentcm  inter  cse- 
tcra,  quod  idem  princeps  nullum  omnino  honorenn  in 
terra  4ua  tenerct  contra  regis  volanratcm,  vel  manu 
teneret  ex  quo  pofEt  contingere  quod  omnes  fideles 
principis  ab  eo  commoverentur.  Quam  quidem  lite- 
fam  fibi  figillatam  tradidit,  computans  per  metum  qui 
cadere  poflct  in  conftantem  ^irum,  cum  tamcn  in  for* 
ma  pacis,  ut  prasmiflum  eft,  contineaiur  quod  nihil 
ab  eo  deberet  exigi,  ultra  quod  in  difta  forma  conci* 
Betur. 

Item, -cum  lecundum  eandcm  pacis  formam  con/uey 
tudines  eideni  principi  confirmentur  quibus  ufus  fue- 
rat  ab  antiquo  -,  ac  idem  princeps  et  anfeceflbrcs  fui^ 
ex  confuetudine  diutina  et  obtenta  bona  de  naufra-> 
gis  in  terris  fuis  provcnicntia  confueverant  recipere, 
€t  in  fuos  ufus  convertcre  ad  libitum  :  JuftJciariu* 
Ceftrenfis  namium  recepit  fupcr  principem  pro  bonis 
quse  recepit  de  naufragiis  ante  guerram  contra  di£bam 
pacis  formam  per  quam  hinc  inde  erant  remifla,  et 
contra  confuetudincs  ante  diftas.  Dato  ctiam  quod 
hoc  eflet  foris  fad:um  namium  recepit  tale,  videlicet 
quindecem  libratas  mellis  et  plures  equos  ac  homines 
fuos  incarceravir,  et  hoc  ex  propriis  bonis  principis 
antedhfti,  Preterea,  accipit  fcaphas  de  Banwcys  qiMB 
vcnerant  apud  Livcrpol  cum  mercandiis  per  mcrcato* 
res,  et  eas  numquam  deliberavit  donee  pecuniam  pro 
eis  accepit  quantum  volebat. 

Item,  cum  quidani  homines  de  Geneurglyn  quaedam 
bona  abftuliflent  ab  aliis  vicinis  fuis  de  Geneurglyn, 
*  dum  eflcnt  in  domino  principis  de  Merpyreton  homi- 
nes regis  de  L^lanbadarn  pro^dam  feccrunt,  et  acce- 
perunt  de  terra  principis  de  Merpyreton,  et  cum  ho- 
mines fui  veniflent  illuc  ad  quasrendum  quare  diftam 
prxdam  receperant,    unum  de  ei«   intcrfcccrunt,  ct 

alios 
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iilios  vulneravenint,  &f  ijupfdam  incarceraverunt.  Et 
cum  in  difta  pacis  forma  contincatur  quod  in  marchia 
deberent  cmendari  quse  in  Marchia  committebantur, 
tamen  di6ti  homines  regis  homines  principis  audire  no« 
luerunt  alibi  quam  in  caftro  de  Llanbadarn,  &  hoc 
contra  pacis  formam  antedidtam,  fuper  quo  haclenus 
nullam  juftitiam  habere  potuerunt.  In  iftis  articulis 
injuriatus  dominus  rex  prihcipi  &  fuis,  &  etiam  in  mul- 
tis  aliis :  et  licet  princeps  tarn  per  fq  quam  per  fuos 
petiviffet  faepius  a  domino  regc  quod  pacis  formam  fu- 
pradidam  erga  fe  &  fuos  faceret  obfervari,  in  nuUo  ta* 
men  extitit  obfervata  fed  omni  die  de  novo  jufticiarii 
&  ballivi  domini  regis  in  partibus  illis  injurias  injuriis, 
&  varia  gravimina  cumulaverunt :  propter  quod  mi- 
nim non  debet  videri  alicui  fi  princeps  prsefatus  af- 
fenfum  praeftitit  illis  qui  guerrare  cceperunt,  cum  ia 
his  fides  quam  in  animam  domini  regis  fibi  dominus 
Robertus  Tibetot  juraverat  in  nuUo  fervabatur,  & 
maxima  &  principaliter  cum  princeps  fuiiler  prsemu- 
nitus  a  perfonis  fide  dignis  quod  princeps  foret  a  rege 
.  capiendus  in  fuo  primo  acceffu  apud  Ruthlan,  & 
etiam  fuiflet  captus  &  rex  illuc  acceififlet  pod  Natale 
jicut  propofuerat. 

Nee  gravamina  &  alia  quafi  innumerabilia,  fanfte 
pater,  confiderantes,  nobis  afiedtu  paterno  compacia* 
mini,  et  pro  falute  animas  domini  regis,  et  noftras,  et 
(Btiam  multorum  aliorum,  ad  pacem  bonam  utriufque 
populi  laboretis  fruftuofe. 

« 

Cum  dominus  David  primo  vej^iflet  ad  dominum 
Edwardum  tunc  comitcm  Ceftrise,  ac  homagium  fibi 
feciflet,  idem  dominus  Edwardus  eidem  Davidi  duas 
cantredas,  videlicet  de  dyfFryn-Clwyd  et  Cywonant 
cum  omnibus  fuis  pertinentiis  dedit  plenarie,  et  literas 
fuas  patentes  fuper  hoc  fieri  fecit,  tandem  etiam  dona- 
tionem  cid^m  invocavit,  poftquam  creatus  eft  in  re^ 
gem,  et  etia^i  ilium  Davidem  in  pofielfionem  illarum 
cantredarum  induxit  corporalem. 

Demum  domina  Gwcnlhian  de  Lacy  mortua,  tres 

villas  quas  in  didis  cantredis  tenuit  quoad  vitam  quae 

ad  ipfum  Davidem  fpedtabant  ratione  donationis  fu- 
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pradi(£t2&  ddminus  rex  fibl  abftulic  minus  jufte  contra, 
ifendrem  charts  fu«. 

Item,  Cum  diftps  David  ex  donationc  domini  tt^s 
ptfl&di6ti  villas  de  Hope  ct  Efton  obtinerct  iA  WaJhv 
de  quibus  nuUi  refpbndere  tcnebatur  xnCi  icciindum  k* 
ges  Wailicanas ;  tandem  jtifticiarius  Ceftricnfis  fech 
ipfum  ad  inftantiam  eujufdam  Anglici  WiUli.  dc  Va- 
nabel  tidmine  id  comitatum  Ccftrienfem  fuper  di&is 
vilulis  ad  judicium  cvocarii  Et  liecc  didtus  dominus 
David  petiviffet  muhoties  oubd  injuriofe  cdntra  cun- 
dem  nort  pJrocedcretur  in  dioo  comitatu,  pro  co  quod 
ibidem  rtfpondere  nullatenufe  tenebatur  fuper  villis 
pi-asdidtis  qutt  fitae  erant  in  Wallia,  fed  potius  trada* 
retur,  hot  fibi  plcnc  dcnegavit. 

Item,  Idem  jufticiariils  Celhienfis  in  gfi^ivamen  didi 
dtimini  Davidis  nemus  fuum  de  Llcweni  et  Sylvas 
funs  de  Hope  fecit  fuccidi  tarn  per  villanos  de  Ruth« 
kn,  quart!  per  alios,  cum  idem  jufticbHus  in  tetris 
pr^didi  domini  Davidis  nuUam  omnino  hab&ct  jurif- 
di^libncim^  tt  non  contenti  quod  mereinium  ibidem 
qUaerertrit  fid  aedificia  ejtigetida  tam  apUd  Rodelanum 
quam  ilibi  in  Jpatria,  fed  nfemus  deftruendo  mferemium 
ibidem  feftum  ad  vendendum  in  Hibemiam  tranftu- 
ItKint. 

•  Item,  Cum  idem  domimis  David  quofdam  Fortani* 
Cbs  de  terra  domini  regis  qui  in  nemofibus  Jatirabanc 
ctpifl&t,  ac  fufpendio  tradidifibt,  idem  cameh  jufticia- 
rius  ipfum  Davidem  penes  regem  accufabati  ^  &  ipfe 
diftos  malefaftorcs  dcfenderet  et  manuteneret,  quod 
verifimile  non  efat  cum  ipfe  David  difbs  latroncs 
fufpendi  faccret  et  occidi. 

Item,  Cum  eflfet  cautum  in  forma  pdcis  quod  Wal- 
lenfes  debbrent  in  cauBs  llti&  tradtari  lecundum  ieges 
Wailicanas,  iftud  tamfen  circa  diduoi  Davidcm^et 
foos  homines  in  nullo  ezutic  obfervatuo). 

De  premiflis  veno  gravaminibus  et  aliis  petiic  idem 
David  aliquam  emendationem  vel  iccuhdum  kgesWal- 
lise,  vcl  confuetudines,  vel  etiam  ex  gratia  fpeetali; 
dt  hoc  etram  pedit  a  domino  rege,  quorlira  neutrum 
potuir  aiiquitenus  obtinerc :  et  cum  bde  preemunitus 
fuit  a  quibofdam  a  cuiia  domini  regis,  quod  in  prim^ 
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tegreflu  dortiini  Reginald!  dc  Gray  de  curia  idlim  Drf^ 
Vrd  cflet  capiendus  ut  filii  fui  capicndi  pro  ebfedibir 
eflet,  infuper  Ipoliandus  caftro  fuo  de  Hope^  et  etiarti 
fylva  fua  ibidem  fuccidenda.     Ideo  cum  idem  DiJvid 
multum  laboraflet  pro  domino  rege  praedifto  in  direN 
lis  guerris  ram  in  Anglia  quam  in  Wallia,  et  expofiufftt 
fe  et  fuos  variis  periculis  et  injuriis,  a€  amini]R?c  nobii 
liores  de  fuis  et  fortiorcs,  ac  multoa  nimis^  nihilominus 
de  diftis  graviminibus  et  aliis  nullam  omnino  juftitiatf); 
cmcndationem,  ftu  gratiam  potuit  obtinere,     ?roptef 
quae  gravamina  et  pericula^  timens  mdrterti  prepriartl 
aut  filiorum  fuorum>  vel  incatceratiohem  pcrpctuam, 
vel  falttm  diutinarti,  quafi  coaftus  et  inritus  incCpi* 
prout  potuit  fc  et  fuos  defaiftre. 

Hae  eji  forma  quam  Jominus  rex  Anglke  p^oMiJit 
bominihus  de  Ros^  antequam  i^  fecerunt  Jibi  ho^ 
fkagMHy  &  illamformam  eis  promifit  inviolahi^ 
liter  ohfkrvarti  videlicet^ 

Quod  ipfe  dominus  rfix  concedefet  uhicuique  eoruni 
jus  fuum,  et  jurifijadionem  fuam^  et  etiam  dominiirm, 
boh£  tnemoriie  domini  Henrici  quondam  regis  An- 
glijfc,  fecundum  quod  j^asdidi  homines  de  Ros  rete- 
rent  ipfos  haberent  tenaporibus  pribdidi  Henrici^ 

Item,  Promfiit  pr^idius  dominus  rex  fupradidis 
hominibus  quod  non  darentur  ncc  ad  firmam  poneren* 
tur;  quibus  articulis  concfeffi^  prasfatis  hominibus  ho- 
magium  fecerunt  domino  regi,  et  ipfe  eis  promific 
ore  pmprio  dicStos  articutos  obferv^re*  Hoc  non  ©b- 
ftante  quidam  cementarii  redeutites  ad  viilam  de  Ruth- 
lam,  de  locd  ubi  ipfi  operabantur,  obviaverunt  cuidani 
Jiobili  tranfeunti  cum  uxorc  fua  per  viam  regiam  fupcr 
pace  domini  regis,  qui  cementarii  per  vim  propoli>€- 
mnt  auferre  t  prasdifto  nobili  fuam  uxorcm,  et  quia 
ipfe  nobilis  defend  it  fuam  uxorem  ne  ab  ipfo  auferctur, 
pf«didi  cemetttarii  praidiftum  nobilcm  incerfecerunt^ 
Ille  autem  cui  plus  opponebatur  diftum  homicidium 
perpetraffe,  cutn  quibufiJim  fociis  fuis  capti  fuerunr: 
et  cum  parentela  prasdifti  intcrfcfti  pctierit  juftitiam  a 
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domino  jufticiario  Ceftrienfi  dc  mortc  confanguinu 
eorum,  illi  de  parentela  ipfius  interfedi  fuerunt  mcar- 
cerati,  et  intcifeaores  fuerunt  a  carccrc  libcratL 

Item,  Quidam  homo  interfccit  quendam  nobilcin 
qui  videlicet  filium  Goronu  de  Heylyn  nutriverat,  ct 
interfeftor  captus  fuit :  et  cum  quidam  de  parentela 
praediai  interfedi  peterent  juftitiam  de  eorum  confan- 
guineo  a  domino  jufticiario  Ceftrienfi,  quidam  eorum 
capti  fuerunt,  et  interfeftor  fuit  in  caftello  domini 
regis  liberatus,  et  adhuc  eft  ibi,  denegata  juftitia  prse- 
diftae  parencelse. 

Item,  Quidam  nobiles  vindicaverunt  jus  in  quibuf- 
dam  terris,  et  de  mobilibus  fuis  obtulerunt  dominp 
regi  magnam  fummam  pecuniae  pro  juftitia  habenda 
per  rationem  et  verediftum  proborum  et  legalium  ho- 
minunfi  de  patria  ;  quae  quidem  terras  adjudicatas  fue- 
runt, prasdidis  vendicantibus  totam  terram  prasdi<5tam 
cum  omnibus  ^dificiis  biadis,  et  aliis  bonis  in  jpGs 
contentis.  Dominus  Reginaldus  de  Grey;,  ct  fie amiie- 
runt  primo  pecuniam  quam  pro  terra  pacaveruht,  ct  ^ 
poftea  terram. 

Item,  Jurifdiftionis  noftrse  eft  quod  nuUus  extraneus 
cxtirparet  fylvas  noftras,  nifi  prius  habita  licentia  no- 
ftra  I  hoc  non  obftante,  proclamatum  fuit  apud  Rodo- 
lanum  quod  liceret  unicuique  Anglicano  extirpare  fyl- 
vas noftras  fine  noftra  licentia  ad  libitum  eorum  vo« 
luntatis,  et  quod  nobis  fuit  prohibitum  di&as  fylvas 
noftras  extirpare* 

Item,  Terras  quas  probi  homines  a  domino  Davidc 
filio  Leolini  bonse  memoriae  habuerunt  per  donationem 
prasdidli  Davidis  abftulit  praedidtus  jufticiarius  a  pra^- 
diftis  probis  hominibus. 

Item,  Quando  aliquis  ad  villam  de  Ruthlan  venirec 
cum  mercandiis  fuis,  fi  rcfutaret  illud  quod  Anglicus 
eidcm,  ofFerret  pro  fuis  mercandiis,  ftatim  duccretur 
ille  Wallenfis  ad;  caftrum,  et  emptor  ibidem  habcrct 
rem  quam  larginaverat,  et  dominus  rex  haberet  pre- 
tium  diftae  rci,  tunc  caftellam  diftum  V/allenfcm  fpo- 
liatum  et  atrociter  verberatum  deliberabaiit,  pacads 
prius  portario  caftri  quatuor  denariis.  Si  vero  aliquis 
Wallenfis  emeret  aliquam  rem  in  villa  de  Ruthlan, 
4  Anglicus 
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Anglicus  qualifcunquc  fuperveniret,  et  rem  venditam 
difto  Wallenfi  aufcret  ab  ipfo  pro  minori  preiio  quam 
diftus  Wallenfis  folvcrat  pro  cadem. 

Item,  Contra  promiflionem  domini  regis  praediftis 
hominibus  de  Ros,  ipfe  dedit  territoriam  villas  de  Ma- 
enam  in  Penmayn  ct  Lhjrsfaen.  *> 

Item,  Taurus  cujufdam  probi  hominis  deprehenfus 
fuit  in  pratis  domini  regis  apud  Ros,  et  captus,  et  do- 
minus  ejus  vocatis  fuit  ad  placitum  ufque  Rodolanum, 
et  fuit  condemnatus  in  quinque  libris  occafione  difti 
tauri;  bis  adivit  Londinium  pro  juftitia  petenda,  ct 
nullam  fuit  aflecutus,  et  in  illis  duabus  vicibus  expen- 
didit  prsediftus  homo  tres  libras. 

Item,  Quid  am  nobiles  de  cantreda  de  Ros  emerunt 
ofEcia  pro  certa  fumma  pccunias ;  pacata  pecunia,  me- 
ntis fuis  non  exigentibus,  dominus  jufticiarius  Ceftren- 
fis  abftulit  ab  eis  eorum  officia. 

Item,  Quidam  rufticus  Goronow  abHeylyn  condem- 
natus fuit  in  17  L  bonae  et  legalis  monetae  juris,  ordine 
non  fervato. 

Item,  Goronow  filius  Heylyn  accipit  ad  firmam  tcr- 
ritorium  de  Pennmaen  et  Lhysfaen  a  magiftro  God- 
frido  M.  pro  cetta  pecuniae  fumma,  ufque  ad  finem 
quatuor  annorum,  quo  fafto  dominus  Robertus  de  C. 
cum  equis  et  armis,  et  cum  viginti  quatuor  equitibus 
venit  ad  inequitandum  praediftum  Goronow,  occafione 
di6lae  terras,  ita  quod  fie  non  fuit  fecurus  tranfitus  nee 
ufque  Rodolanum,  nee  ufque  ad  jufticiarios  nifi  cum 
forti  Wamiftura  de  fua  parentela  et  etiam  de  fuis 
amicis. 

Item.  In  reformationem  pacis  ultro  faftae  et  firmatae 
inter  dominum  regem,  ct  fuos  ex  una  parte,  et  dbmi- 
num  principem  et  fuos  ex  altera  cxprefle  continebatur ; 
quod  omnes  injuria^  ct  tranfgrcfliones  fadhe  ex  utra- 
que  parte  penitus  remittercntur;  hoc  non  obftante,  op- 
pofitum  fuit  contra  quofdam  nobiles  quoddam  fore  fac- 
tum tempore  guerrae,  et  ftatim  capti  fuerunt,  nee  po- 
tuerunt  a  carcere  liberari  antequam  ipfi  pacarent  fedc- 
cem  marcas. 

Item,  Cum  cauf«  debcnt  traftari  et  tcrminari  fecun- 
dum  legem  et  cojifuetudinem  terrae  noftrae  compellun- 
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tur  homines  cantred$e  noftr^  ad  jurandum  in  caufis 
.pnedi(4ti$  contra  fuam  confcicotiam,  nee  aliter  jurarp 
patiuntur. 

Pr85  nos  couftavimys  trccents^  m^rcas  eyndo  ad  do- 
minum  regem  pro  juftitia  petend^  ip  praediftis  articu- 
lis,  ibidem  morando^^  et  ad  propria  redeundoj  et  cum 
nos  credcbamus  habere  pknam  juftitiam  de  fmgulis  ar- 
ciculis  pra?diftis,  doniinus  rex  tranfmifit  ad  partes  no- 
ftras  dominum  Reginaldum  dc  Grey,  cui  di£lus  domi- 
pus  rex  totam  terram  ad  firmam  conceflit,  ad  traftan- 
dos  homines  praediiaaB  cantrcdae  proqc  fuae  placeret 
yoluntati  •,  qui  conipulfit  nos  jurare  per  manum  fuam 
cum  deberemus  jurar^  per  jnanuip  domini  regis,  et  uhi 
crux  domini  regis  levari  deberet,  quod  crux  praedifti 
Reginald!  levarctur,  in  fignum  quod  ipfc  erat  vcrus 
dominus.  Di(l:tu3  vero  Rcginaldus  in  fuo  avdencu  ad 
partes  Walliae  vendidit  qgibufdam  ftrvientibus  domini 
regis  officia  fua,  quae  praedifti  feryientes  prius  emc- 
rant  a  dom.  rege  pro  a 3  Marcis,  et  }lla  officia  non  debe- 
rent  vendi  nifi  cum  dominium  dominorum  niutaretur^ 

Item,  Dominu.1  rex  dedjt  Maredudo  fiiio  Madoc 
magifterium  fateUitum  pro  fuo  fcrvitio,  dominus  Rc- 
ginaldus de  Grey  abftplit  ab  to  fvium  officium,  nee  a 
aomino  rege  aflequi  potuit  aliquam  juftitiam. 

Item,  Unus  de  confdio  pri^didi  Reginaldi  nojbis 
dixit  ore  tenps,  fcilictt  Cynwricps  Fychan,  quod  ir^ 
^dventu  praedi(5ti  Reginald  acj  partes  W^liiff,  viginti 
quatupr  homines  de  prqbioribu^  hominibui  cujudibet 
cantredae  caperet  ad  jpcarcerandps  ipfos  perptrtup  vel 
decapitandos  :  propter  ifta  gravimina,  et  alia  quae  dic- 
tus  Reginaldus  nobis  fecit,  et  etigra  propter  minas 
quas  ipfe  nobis  intulir,  videlicet  quod  fi  mitterfipus 
aliquos  nuncios  ad  curiam  domini  regis  pro  juftiti^  p^- 
tenda  dccapitarentur.  MuUa  alia  damna  nobis  all^ca, 
Ct  injuria^  fad^^  et  quando  mittebamus  ^d  curlani 
domini  regis,  nuntii  non  permijtebantur  nee  aufi  fuc- 
runt  intrarc,  fed  e?cpcndebant  multa  inutilicer  i  ob  iil4 
gravamina  a^ftimabamus  nos  ^(fc  Jiberos  ^  jur^m^n^ 
faOio  domino  regis  coram  deo. 

Iten^^  Bledyn  Seis  et  Anjgnus  filiqs  Genaf  de  Ros 
caipddam  malefacium  fccevunt  «mporibus  David  filii 
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Lewdini,  &  Hcnrici  regis,  de  homiGidiis  h&h  tunc 
fatisfadionetn  et  eniendatn  facisfaccre  Diooftraveruni:  i 
ct  modo  de  novo  Reginaldus  de  Grey  vellct  et  coge- 
tet  illam  emendam  fenovare,  dpnei:  opanuii:  ipfp^  u^r^ 
ram  prqpriaa  rglinquere. 

Item,  Cenfus  et  obventjoncs  quos  folvipius  de  yerpri 
mpneta  per  medictaterp  uqius  anni  ante  adveritum  no- 
V2B  monetae,  cogerunt  nos  reddere  cis  nqv^s  monetas 
pro  veteri  et  hoc  fub  eodam  numero. 

IfiaJUnt  gravarnina  per  dominum  regem  SS^fffosju^ 
Jiiciftriqs  illata  Rkifo  pftrvo  de  TjiJirad  ^ywy- 

Primum  eft,  Poftquam  didhis  Rhys  dedit  ef  concef- 
fit  domino  reg|  caftrpm  luum  apud  Pynefowr  poft  ul- 
timam  pacis  formam :  qui  diftus  Rhefus  tunc  tempo- 
ris  crat  in  tentilio  domini  Payn  de  Gadfry,  eodem  tem- 
pore interfcfti  fuermit  fex  nobiles  viri  cjomini  Rhys,  cje 
quibus  fatisfadlionem  nee  juftitiam  unqu^m  habuic 
quod  fuit  eis  damnum  et  gravamen. 

Item,  Jphano.e$  Giffard  c^lumniavit  cup  Rhefijm 
fupcr  ha^rj^ditatem  propriam  apud  Hirwryn,  quicquid 
SLhefus  ioquifivit  a  domino  rege  legeni  patriae  fu^,  .aut 
l^gem  comitaxus  Caemiardden,  in  qpq  comjtacu  apte- 
ceflbres  didti  BLhys  fo-lebant  habere  leges,  quandq  fie- 
rcnt  inunitajcem  Anglicorum,  jet  fub  eorum  domfnis  j 
quod  idem  Rhys  auU^s  leges  habuit,  et  fuam  terram 
praediftam  totaliter  ^anlijt  i  vcUent  ipfun)  inftringero  in 
Goraitatu  Herefordienfi,  ubinunsquam  antcceffores  ejus 
Fefponderunc. 

PrJBterea  in  terris  prjpfati  Rh/^fi  talia  gr4vamip,a  fne- 
funt  per  AnglicDS  f*6ta,  maxime  pertinent  ad  ccclefiaf- 
ticos,  videlicet  in  ecclefia  San^ti  I^avidis  qu^  voc^tur 
Llangadawc  fecerunt  ii*bula,  et  nipretriccs  coUpcave- 
runt,  ct  omnia  bon^  quap  in  e^  contincbancur  omnlno 
afportavcrunx  atque  toto^  domqs  cpml^uilerunt ;  et  in 
eadem'  ecclefia  juwa  aram  percu^erijnt  capellapum 
cum  gladio  ad  caput  ejus  et  eum  reliq^uerunc  femi- 
vivum. 

Item,  in  eadcm  pairi.accckfiam  DyngacJ  et  ecclelia-n 
Llantredaf  fpoliaverunt  et  conibufferunt  3  jcaeterafque 
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ecclefias  ex  partibus  illis  omnino  ipoliaverunt  cakifaus/ 
et  libris,  ac  omnibus  aliis  ornamentis  et  rebus. 

Gravamina  Lewelini  JUii  Rbys,  &  HoweJiJratrk 
efus  per  dominum  regent  illata  funt  b<R€. 

Poftquam  in  formam  pacis  inter  dominum  Henri- 
cum  tunc  temporis  rcgem  Anglian  et  dominumprin- 
cipem  apud  Rhydchwnna,  tunc  praefatus  rex  conceflit, 
et  per  cartas  fuas  confirmavit  pra^fato  principi  homa- 
Sd  long  as.  gium  praedidorum  nobibium  exos.  Prsedifti  nobiles 
fuerunt  fideles  et  conftantes  cum  prajfato  principc, 
juxta  eorum  donationem  et  cartarum  fuarum  confir- 
mationem  :  Edwardyis  nunc  rex  Anglian  prsedi&os 
nobiles  dehasreditavit,  denegaiido  eifdem'  omnes  leges 
et  Confuetudines  Wallias ;  ita  quod  hon  habuerunt  ter- 
ras fuas  nee  per  legem,  nee  per  gratiam* 

Ijia  funt  gravitninaj  damnd,  feu  molefiia  per  An^ 
glicos  illata  filiis  Maredudi^  flit  Oweni. 

Primum  eft  quamquam  dominus  rex  conceflit  prae^ 
di£tis  nobilibus  fuas  proprias  ha^reditates  poft  pacis 
formam,  videlicet  Geneur-glyn  et  CreUdhyn  \  praffatus 
vero  tex,  contra  fuafn  donationem  et  pacb  formam, 
terris  fupradiftis  antediftos  nobiles  dehsereditavit,  de- 
negando  eidem  omiies  leges  et  confuetudines  Wallise, 
et  Angliae,  atque  comitatus  Caermardhyn. 

Secundum  eft,  Quod  ptasfatus  rex  in  fuo  comltatu 
de  Cardigan,  per  fuos  jufticiarios  antediftos  nobiles 
compellit,  ut  ipfi  traderent  judicium  fupcr  ignobiles 
ac  fubditos  patriise,  et  quod  tales  homines  e  comiflb 
judiciurfi  fuper  ipfos  opponerent,  ubi  numquam  ante-* 
ceflbres  eotum  ab  Anglicis  talia  fuftinuerunt. 

Tertium  eft.  Quod  jufticiarii  domini  regis  curiam 
corurrl  nobilium  dbftulerunt,  compellendo  homines 
fuoi  proprios  coram  eis  fatisfacere  quia  de  jure  coram 
praedijflis  nobilibus  deberent  fatisfacere. 

Quartum  eft.  Quod  quoddam  naufragium  in  terris 
antediftorum  nobilium  fuit,  qui  quidem  nobiles 
boua  naufragii  receperUnt,  ficut  antecefibres  eorum 
fecerunt,  et  hoc  non  fuit  eis  prohibitum  per  aliqaos 

ex 
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j§l{  parte  regis :  antediftus  vero  rex  contra  eorum  con- 
fuetudinem  ct  legem,  occafione  illius  Naufragii  cofdem 
damnavit  in  oftoginta  Marcis  ftcrlingorum ;  atque 
bona  quae  in  Naufragio  continebantur  dmnino  afporta- 
» verunt* 

Quifttum  eft,  quod  nullus  noftrum  in  comitatu 
U  ffegd  de  Cardigan  aufus  effet  venire  inter  Anglicos 
propter  timorem  carceris  et  nifi  fuiflet  propter  peri- 
eulum  Nobilibus  Metrop.  nihil  contra  honoram  domini 
regis  moverent. 

Significant  vero  quod  omnes  Chriftiani  habent  leges 
ct  confuetudines  in  eorum  propriis  terris ;  Judaei  vero 
inter  Anglicos  habent  leges,  ipfi  vero  in  terris  Tuis,  ct 
eorum  anteceffores  habuerunt  leges  immutabiles  ct  con- 
fuetudines, donee  Anglia  poft  ultimam  guerram  ab  cis 
leges  fuas  abftulerunt. 

Memorandum  de  queer elis  omnium  nobilium  virorum 
de  Tjiradatuy  eifdem  latis  acfaSiis  per  Rogerum 
de  Clyffordy  &  Rogerum  Crojcil  vicem  domini 
Rogeri  de  Clyfford  gerentem  contra  privilegium^ 

•  jujlitiam^  et  confuetudinem  pradiStorum  ^virorum 
de  Tftratuy^  ut  dicunt  et  probant. 

primus  articulus  eft  quod  cum  difti  Rogeri  coge- 
f  unt  diftos  homines  de  Yftradatuy  redderc  fibi  pro  con- 
fuetudinibus  fuis  viginti  Marcas  fterlingorum,  et  poft 
Tolutionem  didas  pecpnias  cito  frcgerunt  in  hunc  mo- 
4um,  quod  pofyerunt  fuper  17  viros  judicantes  fe- 
cundum  jus  Angliae ;  quod  nunquam  fuit  confuetudo 
nee  privilegium  didae  patriae.    . 

Item,  Madecus  filiu!s  Bledyn  condemnatus  fuit  in 
^uatuor  Marcio  injufte. 

Item.  Lewelinus  Rufus  condemnatus  fuit  in  quin- 
que  Marcis  et  17  averiis  contra  privilegium  et  confue- 
tudinem patriae. 

Item.  Quod  ipfi  Rogeri  fecerunt  foreftam  fuper 
terram  propriam  virorum  patriae :  et  propter  pedem 
iinius  cervi  invcntum  id  ore  canis  alicujus,  tres  horai- 
Jies  fucrunt  Ipoliati  omnino. 

Item. 
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Icem.  l^lichael  ^b  Yguftyl  cpnidemnacus  fuu  ij^ 
decern  folitjis  pro  fafSlp  patri§  fui,  quadf^iata  a^ni^ 
ftlapfis. 

Item.  Cogerunt  p^renrps  Enaii  \  S^rabopis  ad  redr 
dendum  fuuni  relevagum  in  vita  iiia. 

Item.  Qupd  ipfi  .pofqerunt  fppcr  nps  omnes  fatelli- 
tas  de  Anglieis,  qijQd  nunquam  fuit  npftra  dimidietas. 

Jfem.  P^ti  fuimijs  domino  Maqntio  dp  Crurny^ 
ft  vindiri  fyifnus  dpiBipo  P-pgorp  dc  Clyfford,  quqa 
nunqnam  fuit  fuper  parentes  rioftros. 

tUpm*  Roberti  de  Mo^tp  alto  petiit,  a  doipino 
rpge  tertiam  partem  terrgs  de  Montp  alto  in  Ward,  cc 
dijudicfita  fu\t  coram  domino  rege  quod  numquam  d|Cr 
ta  terra  fuit  in  Ward  data.     , 

Hifunt  articuli  qliajiionum  illati  ai  bominiius  dt 
Penlhyn^  tnjujte  per  confiabularium  Albi  Mona-^ 
Jierii  (Sfuos  cives. 

Primo,  Cjrnwric  5}iu$  Madpci  fuit  fpoliatqs  ab<  eis 
femporp  pacis  qSto  libris,  et  quatuor  bobus,  et  blado 
jgbpri^  i^nius  ar^tri,  per  duos  annos  et  valore  trium 
librarum  a  tribg^  hpmipij^ns  ejufdem ;  a^rmat  etiam 
quod  folvit  i6  libras  per  ofto  in  valore,  et  majorem 
l^sby  it  injur  jam  imponenflo  m^us  in  ipfum  ouam 
tprijm  qqpd  amjfit,  quia  tunc  erat  conftaouiarius  do- 
Biini  principis  apud  Penllyn :  non  fuit  a)ia  caufa  diftas 
rppji^t'^onisnifi  quia  dicebatur  invenire  24garbasde 
qecinii?  ii)  cjqmp  cujufdam  hominis  didtiCynwrici. 
,  Iten^.  A4am  Precp  condemnatus  fuit  in  feptem  fb- 
lidis  &  ofto  denariis,  et  equa  valoris  unius  libras,  im- 
ppnepdp  iflan.us  in  ipfum  et  liberando  latronem  dijflae 
cquse,  quia  ipfe  vcnerat  ibidem  cum  difto  laironc  capto. 

Item.  Endcvot  ab  Grufiydh  condemnatus  fuit  in 
27  s.  nee  fgit  caufa  nifi  quia  vendidit  equam  unam  ad 
unum  miliare  citra  villam,  ficut  folebant  a  tempore 
qup  npn  extat  mempria,  quando  vcnicbant  ad  npn- 
dinas. 

Item.  Adaf  Ddu  condemnatus  fuit  in  30  s.  eo 
qi:od  duo  boves  quos  propofuerat  vcndere  in  foro  Albi 

Monafterii 
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IMonafterii  cxib^nt  villain  jpfo  convcnicnte,  ct  captus 
fgit  €t  detentus  yfqqe  ^d  fc^utjonetn  30  s.  ncc  ipfi  bo- 
vf s  exierant  n^A  d§  fht^q  qu^  ftabant  ufque  ad  aliam 
Plateam. 

Item.  Biryt  filius  Gwyn,  condemnatus  fuit  in  quin- 
quc  folidis,  et  in  carcerem  du£bus ;  eo  quod  percuf* 
fit  unum  bovem  indomicum  ipfum  calcancem  in 
foro. 

Item.    Yorwerch  ab  Gorgonon  condemn^t^is  fuit 
7  s.  CO  qwpd  evaftrat    quondam    de   carcere  eorum 
tempore  gucrrae,  ct  in  tempore  pacis  inventus  fuit  in 
iii(%a  villa,  et  hoc  contra  formam  pacis  initas  inter  do-      y 
roinura  regem,  et  dominurp  principem.  ^ 

Iteip.  Pmo  famuli  JCienwric  ap  GrufFydh  condcm- 
Dati  fuerqnt  in  duabus  Marcis,  eo  quod  dicebant  ipfos 
Bpn  folviffe  toletuni  poftqijam  folvcrant. 

It^fp.  Cadvicanvis  Nig^r  famulus  conftabularii  dp 
Fenlyhyn  captus  fuit  et  condemnatus  in  6  s.  ^t  4d«  cp 
quod  nolf  bat  repipere  veterem  monetain  pro  nova. 

Jtem.    Gruffydh  ap   Goronow   tercinarius  dominiA^mnt. 
Principis  fpo|iatus  fuit  uno  bove  valpris  x  i  s,  ct  8  d, 
et  pQllquam  arraveret  conftabularius  cxxv^  difto  bove 
perfeptem  mcnfes,  folvit  didtus  GrufFynus  pro  4i^ 
bpvc,  40  d. 

ItpiTi.  Howel  ap  David  fpoliatus  fuit  per  fatd- 
lites  albi  Monafterii  duobus  folidis  extra  villam,  eo 
quod  denegavcrat  prius  munera  ut  folent  fatellites  pc* 
tere. 

Iteip.    David  ab  Gronow  ab  ]pynion  fpoliatus  fuit    ' 
30  s.  ep  cjuoc)  quidatp  c^yes  albi  monaftcrji  dixit,  quod 
qqiidaip  de  Ppplb)'n,  qui  niortpgs  fuprat,  drnegabatur 
ei  in  qaiburd4m  rebp^ 

lxji:v(\,  Uuo  famuli  Y  tpngam  c^pti  fuerupt  ef  cqn- 
demoati  in  dpabus  libris,  eo  quod  pofuerunt  manuip 
in  qyendam  latrpnem  qui  fpoliabat  eos  in  villa  per  noq- 
fern,  ef  liberav^rpnt  l^rpncm, 

Itcrp.  Eneyon  filius  Ichael  captus  et  ver|>eratus  fuir* 
pt  fpoliatus  dppbus  l^obus  valoris,  24  5.  et  6d.  nulla 
alia  de  caufa,  nifi  quod  boves  ipfo  conniventc  moverui^t 
fe  d(e  platc^  g^  \\\^fi  pl^p^am. 

Item, 
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Item.  Adaf  ap  Ychael  condemnatus  fuit  in  duabui 
libris  pro  una  libra,  et  ipfe  pofuerat  in  juramcnto  cu- 
jufdam  civis  de  albo  monafterio  quod  non  tenebaiur 
nifi  in  una  libra  proprincipe,  nee  voluit  jurare,  et  idco 
fpoliatus  fuit  una  libra. 

Item.  Guyan  Maeftran  fpoliatus  fuit  5  s.  eo  quod 
dicebat  quod  quidam  Mcrcator  de  Ardydwy  teneba- 
tur  eis  in  quibufdam  rebus,  cum  ipfe  nee  erat  de  difta 
Balliva  c  item  condemnatus  fuit  in  8  d.  quia  dicebant 
ipfum  vendere  quafdamoves  extra  villam  cum  ipfe  non 
vendiderat. 

Item.  Famulus  Lewelini  ab  G wyn  fpoliatus  fuit  fep- 
tem  ovibus,  et  5  s.'  et  fuo  pallio,  eo  quod  dicebant  ipfum 
cflc  de  domino  Griffydh  ab  Gwyn  cum  ipfe  non  erat. 

Item.  lorwerch  ab  Meylir  captus  fuit  et  condem- 
natus in  15  s,  cum  pallio,  eo  quod  denegavit  dare 
munus  fatellitibus  quod  petebant,  ipfi  fmxerunt  cum 
in  villa  pernodkarc. 

Item.  Gives  albi  monafterii  rapuerunt  a  Madoco 
Rufo  filio  Ychael  unum  bovem  valoris,  1 1  s.  et  6  d* 

Ifta  omnia  fafta  fuerunt  per  Hcnricum  Gamber 
di<5bi  loci  conftabularium,  cum  aliis  innumerabilibus 
articulis. 

Item.  Ybicre  captus  fuit  in  negotlo  domini  prin- 
cipis,  et  condemnatus  in  5  s.  abfque  aliqua  caufa. 

Jltec  funt gravamina  GoronowJiliiHeylyn,  viz. 

Quod  quidem  Villanus  diftus  Coronon  vocatus 
fuit  ad  curiam  domini  regis'  occafione  indebicse 
caufa^.  Tunc  diftus  Goronow  venit  ad  fuum  villa- 
num  defendendum,  et  petiit  pro  ipfo  veritatem  a  do- 
mino jufticiario,  aut  legem  qua  utuntur  homines  fuae 
patrias;  omnibus  autem  his  eidem  denegatis,  diftus 
villanus  condemnatus  fuit  in  27  libris,  et  tribus 
obolis :  tunc  diftus  Goronow  adivit  Londonium  pro 
juftitia  habenda,  ec  expendit  quinque  Marcas  et  qua- 
tuor  Solidos,  et  promifla  fuit  fibi  juftitia,  et  nullam 
fuit  affecutus. 

Item.  Quidam  nobiiis  fuit.  interfeftus,  videlicet, 
qui  ^  nutrivcrac  filium   difti  Goronow,   et  ille  inter- 

feftor 
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fedor  captus  fuic  et  deportatus  fuit  apud  caftrum  de 
Ruthlan :  tunc  diftus  Goronow  et  quidem  de  parentela 
intcrfcfti  petierunt  juftitiam  de  intcrfeftore :  tunc  de- 
negata  eis  juftiticia,  quidam  fuerunt  incarcerati,  et  ilk 
interfeftor  fuit  in  Caftello  liberatus.  Tunc  diftus  Gto-j 
ronow  interum  adivit  Londonium  propter  fupradi£ba 
gravamina  ad  jufticiarn  petendam,  et  expendit,  20 
M areas,  3  s.  4  d.  Et^  dominus  rex  promifit  eidem 
plenariam  juftititiam,  et  nuUam  fuit  adeptus  cum  per--  . 
venit  ad  patriam  fuam. 

Item.  Tertio  ex  defeftu  juftitiae  oportuit  diftum 
Goronow  adire  Londonium  occafionibus  fupradiftis 
projuftitiapetenda,  et  expendit  ilia  vice  18  Marcas, 
6  s.  8  d.  bonas  et  legalis  Monetae ;  et  tunc  fimpliciter 
promifit  dominus  rex  eidem  juftitiam  perhibcre  5  et 
quando  credcbat  habere  juftitiam,  tunc  venit  Regi- 
naldus  de  Grey,  et  dixit  aperte  quod  ipfe  deberit  trac-» 
tare  totam  patriam  per  chartas  domini  regis,  et  abftulit 
totam  Ballivam  a  di£to  Goronow ;  quam  fibi  dominus 
rex  conceillt,  et  vendidit  illam  Ballivani  ad  voluntatetn 
fuam,  et  tunc  petiit  diAus  Goronow  juftitiam  a  dominp 
Reginaldo  de  gravaminibus  fupradidis.  et  nuUam  fuit 
jideptus. 

Item.  Diftus  Goronow  recepit  terram,  videlicet, 
Penmaen  et  Llysfaen  ad  firmam  de  Godfrido  Merlyn^ 
ufque  ad  finem  quatuor  annorum  pro  certa  pecunis 
fumma.  Tunc  Robertus  de  Cruquer  venit  cum  equis 
fuis  et  armis  ad  quaerendum  diftam  terram  per  vim^ 
et  quia  diftus  Goronow  non  permittcret  aufcrre  dic- 
t;am  terram  ab  eodem  ufque  terminum  praefignatum, 
tunc  vocatus  fuit  ad  curiam  diftus  Goronow  ilia 
occafione;  tunc  venit  Reginaldus  de  Grey,  cum 
viginti  quatuor  cquitibus  armatis  ad  proponendum 
capere  didtum  Goronow,  vel  ad  eundem  decapi- 
tandum  -,  et  quia  viderunt  quod  non  pojQTent  implerq  * 
fuum  propofitum  illo  die,  vocavcrunt  diftum  Go- 
ronow craftino  die  apud  Ruthlan,  et  tunc  diftus  Go- 
ronow habuit  confilium  ita  quod  non  deberent  adire 
♦diiiam  curiam :  iterum  didus  Goronow  vocatus  fuit 
adplacitum  apud  Caerwys,  et  non  aufus  fuit  adire  dic- 
tum placitum   nifi  per  conduftum    domini  epifcopi 

Afaphenfis, 
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Afiphehfti,  <|Uid  4iduK  Rt^aMafi  6t  fal  OSih^rds 
ibidem  et^t  dfmati. 

ItAf).  Propre^  iHa  grtVftmiha  fle  tituHSoft  treOMi 
Ikdbllic  jtiftiliam  riifi  \ibf^va»  «t  es^d^f^  du^  libr* 
<fliatilor  M^cass  ci  9  d ;  M  <|iiia  dob  auTuH  fuk  ih  pm- 
^'m  peribni  adite  curiam^  toifit  qifendaifn  nuiicitim 
4Stepoltafttem  duas  TrtJetas,  liham  ad  cfotlithum  r^geiti, 
€t  aiiam  ad  fratltm  Lewelinum^  ad  fignaftdtim  do- 
.  mftto  fegi  quod  amitr&ret  t^mtn  {>dtriam)  et  dt^tA 
Goronow  quia  non  obfervavit  iUud  quod  eiftteflti  pro- 
tnilit ;  et  quia  nullam  pofient  hortlkies  cfe  Ros  et  Ar- 
glifeM  afl^qui  juftiti^m^  et  quift  hbluit  corrigei^  fite 
eiftendare  ifta  gravamina  propter  hO€  amifit  totaru 
{Mftriam. 

Supplicant  fanditati  veftr*^  dohiihd  archifMbo|^ 
Catituarienfis  tdtius  Angliife  primas^  ndbiks  fifi  d^ 
Tegengyl,  et  vdbis  dcmonftfaftt  quod  cUm  prtteflKt 
Abbiles  fteerunt  homagium  doming  Eciwardo  M^ 
Angtift^  ipfe  rek  eifdem  pfovnifit  qiJdd  e^fdMO  kn- 
ftlunes  obKrvarec  et  indemne^,  tMv  in  bonis,  libfefta- 
tibu9»  juribos,  jun£ii£tioh}buS)  pfitilc^iis  quibuisl  xA 
fuerunt  tempore  Henrici  regis  per  fuum  obt?entum 
priviiegiunl ;  ex  quibus  pfiyilegiis  fuefunt  poftAiodo 
%>oliati. 

Ittprlmis.  Juribus  et  cdhfti^tudlflibus  paftfa^  /fafr- 
funt  Ipoliaci,  viz,  pradiftus  Edwirdus  eempeUtrfi*> 
qfuod  ipfi  procederent  in  caufts  fectindum  k^trh  Ah- 
glieaflam,  cum  fccundum  tctiCfttfti  privti^ii  foi  fc- 
ciiridufn  legem  Wallicanam  proccdere  debuifleftt^  ^«. 
apxid  Tnef  Edwyh,  et  apud  Ruihl*n,  et  a^ud  Caef- 
wys;  et  optirnati  de  patria  fuerutit  mfanu  a^ti  qCik 
^fi  provocabartc  quod  ipfi  pWc^rtnt  in  caufa  n^d 
Tf€f  Edwyti  feeundtfrn  legem  et  confuetudihem  WjiI- 
ficanam  fecuhdum  teneferfi  prJvilfcgii. 

I^cundo.  Quia  unus  ji^islriUs  ducfcfet  in  aiufis 
pftragendisj  riius  Mis  praedectlfor  th  kritufn  rcVodarct, 
VIZ.  in  caufa  Davidis  Reginkldus  6t  Gtiy  reckavic 
procdTum  qudfh  fuus  ahcSeeSifr  fawfti  h*b^t,  et  €tuun 
afifpr^bavit. 

Tctti^ 
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Tirtfe.    Qtidd  fi  urius  nqbilis  dc  patria  fuiHct  prop* 
ter  calumniam  fibi  impofitam  ^aptus^  qtiod  fton  re^ 
mittcrent  cundem  pro  cautiGnefideviJforiaty^Atxii^^sxQid^^^'^* 
facerc  debuiffcnt; 

Quarto.  Qudd  tres  unlus  nebills  dedulti  ad  caftrum 
futrunt  dfe  Flyht,  proptci-parvam  aceUfationcmi  un» 
cum  aVtriis  fiiis,  nee  potuerunt  de  feaftro  dcv^ifej  nee 
dilationerh  obtinere  denec  unufquirque  dcdit  unum 
bovem  cohftabulario  dc  Fly m,  et  den^c  rolveruht  trcs 
libras  Kynwrico  Scis  pro  dilatione  habenda. 

Qjiihto,  Rcgin^ldus  de  Grey  terras  tirorufn  de  Mer- 
ton  dcdii  ct  cbhceflk  abbati^dfe  Bafingwerk  ofdinis  Gi-  • 
ftcreicnd  contra  legem  Wailieanahii  ct  parne  cohfiic- 
fcudhn ;  et  coritra.  formam  f»acis  inita  inter  dominurh 
Lcwcflinum  prihcipcm  ct  dominum  r^em,  yiss;  i6  cIki- 
tatas  tetr«. 

Sexto.  MiraniUr  nobiles  et  eptimati  patrke  ^o  ev 
quod  dominus  rex  fecit  aedificare  eafirum  fupef  terrain 
ct  poflci&onem  magnatum^  ct  mahdavit  dominus  lc± 
jufticiario  fub  qiK^  ipfc  foivcrdt  equc  bdnam  tcr- 
Tara  illis  fpoJiatii  et  adhue  aliquatfi  terramj  ncc  fuae 
terras  scftimatidnem  funt  confecuti  in  Flynt. 

Septimo,  Reginaldus  de  Grey  noh  plrmittbret  |3ofr 
ieffores  fylrarum  iiti  fylvis  fuisj  donee  ab  eifdem  prttiura 
ct  praemium  fuiffet  confecutus,  et  aliis  rufticis  gtatts 
permittcret  fylvSm  p*r^di6h>rum  abfcidere,  curt  tion 
debaiflfent  fecundum  patriae  cbhfu^udincni  et  legtet 
.Wallicanam. 

Oftavo.  Cum  homines  dc  Cyrehynan  fecerunt  pac- 
tum cum  dodiiho  rege,  qood  cum  ipfi  conccderent  di- 
midietatem  cujufdam  prati,  ad  hoc  quod  dominys  rk:% 
lion  permittcret  fylvam  praediftoriim  abfcidere  Ho^elo 
filio  Gruffydd  pricfentc,  et  poftmodum  Reginaldus 
de  Grey  praediftiim  pratum  infirmavit,  viz.  cbnce- 
dendo  aliis  quod  abfciderent  fylvam  prgedi^feorum,  et 
txyfdcm  dimidietate  prati  fui  fpoliando. 

Nono.     Filius  Kynwrici  ab  Goronow  fait  captus 
apud  Ruthlan  culpa  fua  minime  pra^cedcnte,  nifi  vel- 
Ict  pignus  fuum  ^n^ ir/>/tf r^  a  quoddam  niuliere,  et  con- '^<'*|f*«  «^ 
itabularios  dc  Ruthlan  fceit  feundeni  detradi  in  ear-  ^^^'^ 

cercm 
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ccrcm  xnjuriofe,,  nee  potuit  exindc  delibcrgfi  .^oftcc 
praedidliis  fuit  condcmnatus  ultra  fuorum  bonorum 
Velnju    lypQtbecai 

Decimo.  Cumballivus  de  Ruthlan  erat  in  convivio 
apud  villam  Four  Hutmus  de  Limayl  quendam  virum 
nobilem  crudclitcr  vulneravit  in  praefentia  ballivi  fu- 
pradidti ;  cujus  vulneris  occafione  prjcdidus  Hutoim 
fuit  in  o£to  libris  condemnatus  ;  et  quum  ille  cui  in^ 
juria  fuiflet  fadta  pctcre  ^oluiflet  praedidas  libras^  eun- 
dem  fecit  dctrudi  in  carcerem  una. 

Undecimo,  Nuntii  Reginaldi  de  Grey  propofuerunt 
*  facere  illud  quod  erat  abfprdum  et  difTonum  juris  ic^ 
cundum  canonicas  fanftiones ;  videlicet  petere  ab  cif- 
dem  quod  ipfi  ararent  Reginaldo  de  Grey,  et  quod 
ip(i  feminarent  illam  araturam ;  et  illi  fuerunt  nuntii^ 
viz.  Kynwricus  Seis  et  Hutmus  de  Limayl,  quod 
praedidus  vero  Kynwricus  in  praefentia  omnium  de 
patria  juravit,  nifi  omnes  de  patria  ararent  quod  ipjfi 
infra  tempus  poeniterent,  et  ipfi  multum  timuerunc 
metu  qui  potuit  cadere  in  conftantcm  virum- 

Duodecimo.  Quod  prsecones  de  Tegeyngl  (cmerunt 
oiRcium  praeconias  pro  30  marcis  a  domino  rege,  et 
poftmodum  Reginaldus  de  Grey  praediftos  praecones 
tarn  pecunia  quam  praeconia  fpoliavit  contra  legem  et 
confuetudinem  Anglicanam* 

Tcrtiodecimo.  Septem  nobiles  fuerunt  Hnterfetfti 
minus  jufte  ab  Angiitis,  et  adhuc  parente*  prasdic- 
torum  aliquam  fatisra<ftionem  non  habuerunt,  cum  illi 
malefadores  fuerunt  capti;  et  poftmodum  praedidlos 
malefadores  remiferunt  prsdidti  conftabularii  impu- 
nitos. 

Quartodecimo.  Conftabularius  unus  de  Ruthlan  de- 
tradit  duos  Satellites  domini  regis  in  carcere,  pro  eo 
quod  ipfi  tenuerunt  aliquem  Anglicum  qui  grave 
deliAum  commifit  hominem  alium  vulncrando, 

Ifti  omnes  articuli  in  praemiffis  nominati/fucrunt 
perpetrati  contra  praedidorum  virorum  libcrtatcm, 
jurifdiftionem,  et  privilegium  et  contre  legem  et  con- 
fuetudinem Wallicanam  -,  videlicet,  quod  non  crant 
auli  eorum   quasrelas  domino  regi  per  fuos  nuncios 

dcnun- 
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dcnuntiarc,  propter  metnm  Rcginaldi  ct  timorcm,  qui 
metus  potuii  cadcre  in  conft  antem  virum :  quia  pr^- 
diftus  Rcginaldus  fua  voce  Dilvada  fuit  proteftatus  jOpeaiy. 
<juod  fin  inveniret  nuntios  prsediftorum  quod  cofdcni 
dccapitarct  prout  nobis  ex  parte  unius  ex  confilio  fuo 
fuit  ccrtivc  iniimatum.  In  tantum  quod  lingua  non 
potcft  profcrre,  nee  penna  fcriberc  in  quantum  prae* 
difti  homines  de  Tegeyngl  fuerunt  aggravati. 

Conqueritur  vobis,  domine  archicpifcopc  Cantuari. 
cnfis  totius  Anglic  primas,  LcwelinuSfilius  Griffini  filii 
Madoci  dc  conftabulario  de  crucc  Ofwaldi  regis,  ct 
dc  hominibus  cjufdem  villac,  qui  pracdiftum  Leweli- 
num  tcrtia  parte  cujufdam  villac  quae  vocatur  Ledrot, 
ct  curia  patris  fui,  fine  obfervatione  juris  patriae  fuac 
vcl  confuetudine  inequiter  fpoliarunt. 

Praetcrea.  Praedidus  conftabularius  ct  fui  com- 
plures  cundcm  Lcwelinum  communi  paftura,  qua 
praedidus  Lrcwclinus  ufus  fuit  temporibus  retroaftis, 
ordine  juris  patriae  minimc  obfervaro,  fpoliarunt,  ct  in 
70  libris  occafione  praediftae  pafturac  condemnavcrint. 
Csterum  dominu  rex  Angjiae  conccflit  quafdam  literas 
cuidam  Baftardo,  fcilicet  Griffino  Fychan  ab  Cynlha- 
cth,  ad  litigandum  contra  epndem  Lcwelinum  pro  toto 
dominio  fuo  obtinendo,  quarum  litcrarum  pccafione 
idem  Lewelinus  expendit  ccL  fteriingorum  legalis 
ufualifae  nionetse, 

Iterum.  Praediftus  conftabularius  compulfit  pras- 
di£tum  jLewelinum  ad  mittendum  duos  fuos  nobiles 
ad  cos  fulpcndendos  ad  praediAum  conftabularium 
quicquid  viri  nobiles  fufpcndi  minimc  debuiflent, 
quam  fufpenfionem  nollent  parentcs  prsediAorum  ho« 
minurh  fuftinuiffe  pro  ccc  libris  fteriingorum.  Poft- 
midum  praedidus  conftabularius  incaccrravit  bis  60 
homines  pnedidi  Lewclini  nulla  prasmiffa  ratione,  nifi 
quod  quidam  gareo  emifit  quandam  vocem,  nee  po- 
t'uerunt  cvaderc  fuum  carcerem  donee  quilibct  corum 
Iblvit  decern  folidos  pro  fua  deliberatione. 

Item.     Quando  homines  prasdi£ti  Lewclini  veni- 

rcnt  ad  forum  ad  fuos  boves  vendendos,  pra^i6his 

conftabularius  faceret  boves  dcduci  ad  caftrum,  nee 

pc^modum  boves  ieftitucrit,  nee  prftium   folyerM 

'    C  Q  venditori  i 
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jV»BditC|rl;;|ttaefe'tim  idem  coaftahularius:tt  H^o^^ 
jrtttejumfn«»  praedifti  Ljcwelini.ac}  terraip  fu^pror 
priam^ecd^  ciftkmiumenus  f(^i?run|:  fuam  yplumat^m^ 
Pfaeterca*  jutficiarii  domiai.  rc^?.  compi^fepwit 
tjwdhftum  Lcweliauoi  ad  trjackodufn,  qwand^Bti.^vit 
.£u3i  i^liis.  Hni^oni  filii  Qriffioi ;  quitqviidei^  pta^&am 
vjllani>  qcc.a  fev  ncc  a  prsedccefforibus  iucf (ipt  -con- 

X4eaif  Pra^didus  canftabu^TAUS  abftulit  cquum 
b^livi  praedi^  {^cwelini  fine  aljqua  radonc,  nee  fibi 
aliquid  d^beba^ur;  nfp  adhuc  praldi(3;us  balUvw  fa^ 
tUfKUoRcm  4UQuam.ei3t  ^Qn(^cuuis. 

Caetsetiun*  Qpatrdo  pra^idiJi$  Lewelinus  y^kbat 
ftdire  villam  qu^  yjocatur  Caerlkon  cQtp  htuh  do^ 
nuoi,  rfijgs  ^d  comperiendum  ibidem  in  die  fibi  lafljg* 
pata  i  mil  Gri^ini  G)m  Gweoynny  ct  ^rmigcci  do* 
xnini  Rogerl  Scaraiiog^  ex  confilio  Rogeri  eunmi>  I-c« 
ivelioum  et.  fuos  iucaJ:cera^^nt  in  fui  in|vuriana  ec  fuo* 
mca  noh  modicam  la^qnem ;  c|uam  lAjuriam  et  Is- 
fionem.  noUet  prfipdi^qs  X^wcJii^W  ^^  t^  ft^tiaiuile 
pro  ccc.marp^  fterlingerqm^  htc  ab  eifdem  pocu^ 
^vadere  dpnec  inye^ip  prp  fe  lufficieiitem  cac^ku^n^ 

His  et  aliis  rcceptU  in  icriptis  acc^ffic,  arcckpiifO: 
^us  ad  dominum.  r^^gem  j  fuppUcaqs  ei  humHiter  uc 
gravamina  fuppradldta  dignecur  aveitere»  et  ^:Cor^^- 
tione  debits  teraainare :  et  fkltesn  pro  canto  habese  ex- 
Ccffiis.  WalienfiiMn  cxcui^tos :  qui  rpfpo«di$  Wallfiaies 
injur iis  iibi  iUatis  eife  excufabiles^  quia  omni  tqnpQre 
poratus  extiterac  omni  facere  juftiti»in  cqnqy^e^ti : 
^uo  audito^  ^rchiepifcopus  regi  iterum  fuppl^a^c.m 
permitceriet  Walkafes  pro  fuis  gravaminibv|5  «xpo« 
iiendis.  et  rcme^iis  alfere^diis  ap  ipT^ni  babei^  acc^um 
liherum  ec  regre0um-:  qqi  refpqndit  qupd  Uber«  =  oer- 
mittertt  eoa  ad  fe  accedere  led  et  cedira  i  tx  fecvaaiipa 
jttftitiiMn  regreflUs^  eorum  meriti^  refpond^wsfc  \  ;QuJh 
bus  aiiditis  acce0it  archiepiicopus.  ^  princ^i^LWt^ 
liae^  in  Snawdooiam  ut  tarn  ipfum  qv^am  Dwi^ipm  ;iN- 
trem  fuum  et;  csceri^  WaU^^s  ad  ^aliqu^uBiAMP^ 
tatis  regulatn  ipforum  ahimos  iocHlW^eu-pCf  *  giMo:^ 
poifet   qui   ipforum  nuntius  l^jgiaq»./cl4lxv?nilM».«l 
n>&s  ^^m}tte(Klo$  in  gr^ti^m  inclinsre*    jPpft  varios 


A    ]?^   PT  B  JT  D    I^  X:  9f^ 

aaiftni  tt-aftatm  rclpondft  princep>  ^^i^nf  pafatos  ^a 
voluntati  regia^  fa  fupponere  duobusi  praefuppofitis, 
falva  fcilicet  confcierttia  fua  qua  populo  fuo^affiftere 
"tenebaf ur ;  falva  ctiam'  condefccntia  flatus  fui.  Qua 
cum  archiepifcopus  retuliffet  domino  regi,  refpondit 
dominus  rex  quod  nuilum  alium  de  pace  yolebat 
cum  principc  ac  fubditis  fuis  habere  traflatum,  nifi 
quod  ipfi  fupponerent  fc  in  omnibus  i?cgia5  voluntati : 
€t  cum  conftarct  archiepifcopo  Wallenfes  nulb  modo 
velle  fc  rcgiae  vglunrati  fupponcre,  nifi  pr^citc  in  for- 
ma eis  tolerabili  et  accepca,  tra&atum  nabuic  ex  per- 
ipilBoni  domini  regis  cum  niagnatibus  uinc  praeien- 
tibuSf  qui  omnes  confenferunc  in  articulos  infra  fcrip*- 
tos,  quos  per  fratrem  Joannem  Wallenfcm  infcriptos 
principi  et  fuis  archiepifcopus  deftinavic, 

Primo.  Quod  d6minus  rex  de  quatuor  cantredis  et 
terris  ab  eo  datis,  magnatibus  fui$  nullum  vult  ha- 
ipere  tradtatum,  nee  edam  de  infula  Anglefey. 

Idem.  De  tcnentibus  eorum  cantredorum  fi  ad 
fuam  pacem  venerint,  proponit  facere  prout  condecet 
regiam  majeflatem,  credimus  tamen  quod  agetcum 
eis  miiericorditer  fi  ad  pacem  venerint,  et  ad  hoc 
proponimus  una  cum  caeteris  amicis  efBcaciter  labo- 
rare,  Iperantes  efficacitfr  exaudiri. 

Item.  De  faAo  domini  Lewelini  nullum  potuimu^ 
aliud  habere  refponfum  nifi  quod  fimpliciter  et  ^bfo-^ 
)ute  tonformet  ad  domini  regis  voluntatem,  ut  cre- 
dimus firmiter  quod  dominus  rex  cum  eo  aget  mile- 
recQrditer,  et  ad  hoc  intendimus  cum  totis  viribus  la- 
borare  cum  cseteris  amicis  exaudiendis  ut  confidimqs 
<;um  efftftu. 

{VinK>.  Quod  proceres  hanc  formaip  gratis  regisp- 
qonceperuntj  ut  videlicet  domino  Lewelino  fc  nsgiae 
gmiae  fubmittente,  provideatur  ci  per  regem  hono- 
rifice  in  mille  libratis  fterlingorum  de  aliquo  honori- 
fic6  comitatu,  in  aliquo  loco  Angliae  ;  ita  tamen  quod 
p^afediftus  L,ewelinus  pdnat  dominum  regem  in  Sey- 
fifta  Snaudonum  abfolpte,  perpetue  et  quiete.  Et  ipfe 
r^kn&tiae  principis  fecundum  condiceftiam  fui  proprii 
fanguittis  providebir,  et  ad  hoc  fperant  fe  pofie  regis 
'^gnimm  inclinare. 

C  c  2  Item. 
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ttctn.  Si  contingar  Lcwelinum  duccrc  uxorem  ct 
habere  dc  ea  puellam  mafculaqi,  interidunt,irnpecrarc 
proceres  a  domfno  Tcge^  tit  brplcs  illa1ub<fetlat  jcr- 
petuo  hserediurio  LeweltnS  in"  tci%a'  iiiafcukntiteili- 
bcrorum  videlicet  comitatu.      «  *a.V  ' .         \    *    %' 

Item.  De  ix)pulo  pHqci^i  tif^tnetiijKe  fubjedto  iam 
in  Snaudon  quam  alibi  providebitat  fccundutn  detim 
prout  complete  f4uti  ejuCdem  pdpuli  et  honori  -^  ^  ad 
hoc  eft  re^ia  dementia  fatis  prona,  populo  defidcrans 
confolabihter  providere. 

Primo.  Quod  fi  ad  honorem  t)ei  ct  fuum  juxta 
drucis  aflumptae  debitiun  vclit  in  teirae  fandtac  fub- 
fidium  ptoficiiciy  providebirur  ei  honorifice  fecun- 
dum  condefcentiam  ftatus  fui,  ita  tamcn  quod  non 
redeat  nifi  per  tegiarh  clementiam  vocatus :  rogabi- 
jnus  etiam  dominuin  regem^  et  iperamus  efficaciter 
cxaudiri,  ut  providcat  proli  fuae. 

His  omnibus  rnotu  noftro  fubjungimus  Wallenfi- 
bus  omnia  pericula  imminere  longe  gravius  quam  eis 
diximus  oraculo  vivae  vocis :  fcribimus  dure  valde  led 
longe  durius  eft  obrui  vi  et  armis,  et  in  fine  totaliter 
extirpari,  quoniam  omni  die  pericula  iiobis  imminen- 
tia  aggravantur. 

Item.  Longe  diflicilius  eft  omni  tempore  in  guer- 
ra,  effe  in  ^ngwia  cordis  ct  corporis  vivcrc,  ct  fern- 
per  in  infidiis  malignari,  et  cum  hoc  viverc  tt  inori 
in  peccato  mortali  continoo  et  rancore. 

Item.  De  quo  doleremus  valde  fi  ad  pacem  mi- 
nimc  veniatisi  indubitanter  timcmus  contra  vos  dc- 
bere  fententiam  ecclefiafticam  intolerabilitcr  aggra- 
van  pro  exceffibus  yeftrisj  de  quibus  non  poc^lis 
vos  aliquatehus  excufarjg  in  quibus  invenietis  mijeri- 
cordiarf),  fi  ad  pacem  veniatis  ct  de  his  nobis  rcfpoH" 
d^tur  in  fcriptis. 


iev^re/h 
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^eveJ^nMJ|imQ  m  Cbrijlo  pairi  fic  domino  J.  pet 

;^ratia  Arcbiepifcopo  Cantuarieiifi  ac  totius  An-- 

glide  primati  fuus    in    Cbriji^.   devotus  JUius 

Jjetoetinus  princeps  Wallia^  domintts  Snaudon^ 

:faluttm  €um  defideriis  benevolentiajilialis  ac  r^f 

^  verentiis  multimodis  et  honoribus^ 

SANCTE  pater,  ficut  vofmet  confuluiftis,  ad  gra* 
tiam  rcgiatn  parati  fumus  venire  fub  forma  tamen 
nobis  fecura  ct  honefta :  fed  quia  forma  contenta  in 
articulis  nobis  miffis  minime  fecura  eft  et  honefta  prout 
nobis  et  confilio  noftro  vidctur;  et  de  qua  multum 
admirantur  omnes  audicntes,  eo  quod  plus  tendit  ad 
deftruftionem  et  ruinam  populi  noftri  ac  noftram,  quani 
ad  noftram  honeftatem  et  fecuritatcm,  nullo  modo  per- 
mittit  confilium  noftrum  nos  in  ea  confentire  fi  vellemus; 
alii  quoque  nobiles  et  populus  nobis  fubjeAus  nuUq 
modo  confentirent  in  eandem  ob  indubitatam  deftruc- 
tionem  et  diflipationem  quae  inde  eis  poiTent  evenirc. 

Tamen  fupplicamus  veftrae  fanftae  parternitati  qua- 
tenus  ad  reformationem  pacis  debitae,  honcfte,  et  fc- 
cutiBB,  ob  quam  tot  laborcs  afTumpfiftis,  proindc  labo- 
retis,  coUationem  habentes  ad  articulos  quos  vobis 
mittimus  in  fcriptis :  honorabilius  enim  eft  et  ration^ 
magis  confonum  ut  de  domino  rege  teneamus  terras  in 
quibusjus  habemus,  quam  nos  exhseredare  et  eas  trader^ 
jiiienis.    Datum  apud  Garthcelyn, 

Pfiriio.  Quod  licet  dominus  rex  de  quatuor  Can- 
tredfs  et  aliis  terris  ab  eo  datis  magnatibus  fuis,  ac 
dc  Inrula  Anglefey  nullum  voluerit  habere  traftat&m, 
tamen  confilium  principis  non  permittit,  fi  contingat' 
aliquam  pacem  fieri,  quin  tradletur  de  premiffis ;  eo 
quod  ifti  Cantredi  funt  de  puro  principis  tencmento, 
in  quibus  merumjus  habuerunt  principes  et  praede- 
ceflores  fui  a  temporibus  Cambri  filii  Bruti,  turn  quia 
/unt  de  jprincipatu,    cujus  confirmatjoncm  princeps 

'•'••'"  C  c  ^  obtinct 


^'^^ '  cfetihet  pro  hOUsb  mctnotix^  Ofboboaum/edis  Jf^Sc^ 
leg^um  tft  Angliai  oonfcnfu  domini  r^s  et  %.¥^- 
*  trts-^  hoc  itirfrVenichti,  ficut  paler .GhaI;ta8^^^)fn 
-  tiilj>icichri,  torn  qoia  etmm  cquiiis  jclt  quod  veri  Jb^^- 
^fe  tehcant  diftos^  Cantredos  dfcdommo  «ge  pro  pc- 
•  ccmia  ct  fcrvitm  cohfoetis,  quam  eos  dari  extcawis  ct 
Advenis,  qui  et  fi  fuerunc  rqgere  aiiquam  tameo  per 
vim  et  potentiam. 

Dicunc  etiam  comiter  omnes  tencntes  deomaibus 
Cantredis  WaUrae  quod  non  funt  aufi  venire  ad  volun- 
tatem  regis  ut  de  eis  difponat  iecundum  regiam  ma- 
jeftatem. 

trimo.  Quod  dominus  rex  ncc  pafta,  ncc  jura- 
tnenta,  neq  Chartas  fervavit  ab  initio  verfus  dominum 
fuum  principem  etipfos. 

Secundo.  Quia  regales  in  ecckfias  et  eccledaflicas 
perfonas  inivit  crudcliffimatii  tyTannidcm. 
.  Tertio.  Quod  non  tenentur  ad  prsediAa,  cum  fint 
homines  principis  qui  eriam  paratus  eft  de  didi&  tej[ie- 
mentis  domino  regi  obcdire  per  lervitia  confutta^  "Ad 
,  id  quod  dicic  quod  princeps  vcnict  fimpliciter  etabfblutc 
jkI  vdluntatem  domini  regis :  refpondetur  quod  cum 
Jiulli  de  didis  Cantredis  aufi  fint  venire  ad  takni  vo- 
luntatem  propter  caufas  prsedidbas,  nee  comitas  cbrum 
^rmittat  principem  venire  ad  didam  voluntatem  inodo 
praedido. 

Item.  Quod  proceres  rcgni  procurent  ut  domino 
principi  provideacur  in  mille  libratis  in  aliquo  loco 
Anglian ;  dicatur  quod  illam  provifionem  non  debet 
acceptare  cum  fit  procurata  per  didos  procer^,.qui 
nictmtur  ad  exha^reditationem  principis,  ut  ba^ieant 
terras  fuas  in  Wallia.  Item  idem  princeps  nqn^tene- 
tur  dimitterc  hsereditatcm  fuam  ct  progcnitorum  tuo- 
rum  in  Wallia  i  tempore  Bruci,  ct  etiam  fihi  :^>jifir- 
matam  per  Romans  fedis  legatuoy  ut  didu|^/cil; 
.^  terram  in  Anglia  acceptare,  unde  lingoan^^mor^  et 
leges  ac  confuctudines  ignorat;  ubt  poflient,etian£^fibi 
quaedam  maiitiori  imponi  ex  odio  invecefata^ji.vici- 
;  nis  Anglicis  quibus  terra  ilia  privarctur.  in^jjcrpe- 
tuum-'  '  -     ^''i 

.4  .  ^    #««>• 
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irifm.  Ex  qxto  itx  prbponk  prwrp  principcm  Tua 
|)riftina  harreditate,  dion  videturprob^bilc  qqod  vix  pgr- 
Itiitteret  <fi  habnc  terrain  in  Aqglj^  ubi  nyllum  jus'  vi- 
dctur  babef-c.  Et  fi  ictiam  Hon  prrmittcretur  principi 
terra  ftetilfe  ct  inbtrlta  jiife  hceredicario  ab  antiquo  cc 
debita  in  Wallia ;  miliatcnus  pcrmittcretur  cidtm  in 
Anglia  terra  ferdiis  culta  ct  hahitndarts. 

Item.  Quod  diftus  princeps  pona;t  dorhmum  regem 
in  Seyfino  Snawdon  abfelute^  perpetue  et  quiete :  dt* 
caiur  quod  Gom  Snawdon  fit  de  appcndiciis  principiatui 
Walliae,  quem  ipfe  *t  anteceflbrcs  fui  tenuerunt  a  tem- 
pore Bruti,  ut  diftum  eft ;  conQlium  fuum  non  permitth 
cum  reriuntiare  diAo  loco,  et  locum  nimis  fibi  debitura 
in  Anglia  reccptatc. 

Item.  Populus  Snawdon  dicir,  quod  licet  princepi  . 
Tcllet  dare  regi  Seyfinam  eorundcm,  ipfi  tamen  nol^ 
lent  homagium  faccrc  alicui  extraneo,  cujus  linguam^ 
morrs,  legefqufe  penitus  ignorant.  Quia  fie  poflet 
contingere  eos  \h  perpetuum  captivari,  ac  crudelitcr 
tradtan,  flcut  alii  Cantredi  circumquaque  per  Balli*, 
Sros  regis  ac  alios  regales  alias  traftati  fucrunt,  cru- 
delius  quam  Sarac^ni ;  prout  patet  in  rotulis  quos  vo^ 
t>is  mifcrtint  fah£le  paterx  Ifta  funt  dicenda  pro  Da- 
vide  fratre  principis.  Quod  cum  voluerit  terram 
fan£tam  adire  hoc  faciet  voluntarie  et  ex  voto  pro  Deo 
hon  pro  homilies  uride  inVitus  rion  peregrinabiturDco 
tjante ;  qui  coacba  ferritia  Dto  novit  difplicere*  Et 
fi  contirigat  ipfum  in  pofterum  terram  fanftam  adire 
bona  duftus  voluntate^  non  propter  hoc  debercnt 
ipfe  et  h^redes  fui  m  perpetuum  exhaereditari ; 
Imriio    potius    prasmium    obtinere.     Praeterca   quia 

firincepSj  et  fui  caufa  odii,  ad  aliquos  concipiendi,  vel 
ucri  capcandi  non  moverunt  guerram  alienas  terras  in<? 
Yadendpi  fed  fuam  propriam  hasreditatem  jura  li-* 
terlatefque,  necnon  fuorum  defcndcndo;  dominuf- 
"que  rex  ct  fui  odio  inveterato,  ct  caufa  lucrandi  tcr* 
r^  noftras  guerram  fecit:  trcdimus  in  hoc  juftam 
gueitim  nos  fovcre,  et  fperamus  in  hac  Dcum  nos 
Yelle  juvarc,  ac  in  ccclcfiarum  devaftatores  divinam 
ultionem  convcrtere,  qui  ecclefias  funditus  deftruxe- 
rUnt  ac  combuflcrunt,  facra  ex  cis  rapucrunt,  Sacer- 
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dotes,  Clericos  religiofos,  claudos^  furdos,  PWgf^iaf 
fantes,  ubera  laftcntcs^  ac  dcbiles^t  miferabilespiiiQ* 
nas,  ut  ufquc  fexu  occiderunt ;  ct  alia  enormia  pct- 
petraranc,  ficut  in  di£tis  rotulis  vobis  tranfmiflls  qqHtv 
neatur :  unde  abfit  k  fanfta  paternitate  veftra  fcntcn- 
tiam  aliquam  fulminare  in  alios  quam  in  illos  qui  prse- 
^  difta  perpetrarunt,  Nos  enim  qui  regalibus  praedi6ka 
paffi  fuimus,  fperamus  a  vobis  fuper  praemiflis  paternu  ji 
lolatium,  et  remedium  obtinere ;  ct  in  pracdidos  (a- 
crikgos  eorumque  fautores,  qui  nuUo  fuper  his  privi- 
legio  defenduntur,  animadvertcre ;  ne  prae  dcfcdu 
dignae  correftionis  feu  ultionis  in  eos  exerccndo  pra^dida 
mala  in  perpetuum  per  alios  trahantur  in  exemplum. 

Mirantur  etiam  quamplures  in  terra  noftra,  quod 
confuluiftis  nobis  dimittere  terram  noftram  propnam, 
et  alienam  adire  inter  holies  noftros  comerfando ;  quia 
ex  quo  non  poflumus  pacem  habere  in  terra  quas  noflra 
eft  ipfo  jure  noftro^  minime  potcrimus  in  aliena  terra 
inter  holies  noftros  pacifice  confervari :  et  licet  durum 
fit  in  guerra  et  infidiis  vitam  ducere;  durius  tamen  elt 
funditus  deftrui^  et  ad  ^  nihilum,  nifi  Dcus  avertac, 
deduci  populum  Chriflianum  qui  nihil  aliud  quaerit  nifi 
fuajura  defendere;  unde  neceffitas  ad  hoc  nos  cogit; 
et  inimicorum  cupiditas  non  offcndit ;  et  vos,  fandic 
pater,  coram  nobis  dixiftis,  quod  tos  fententiaftis  in 
omnes  qui  impediunt  pacem  caufa  odii  vel  lucri  j  fed 
manifeftum  eft  c^ui  funt  illi  qui  guerrant  iftis  caufis. 

Timor  enim  mortis,  et  incarcerationis,  vcl  perpe- 
tuas  exhaereditationis,  nulla  obfervatio  fosderum  pac-» 
torum  vel  chartarum,  tyrannica  dominatio,  vei  multa 
alia  confimilia  cpgunt  nos  efle  in  guerris  j  et  hoc  DeO 
et  vobis  oftendimus,  et  petimus  a  vobis  paternum.  ad- 
jucorium,  ut  patet  in  liceris  noftris. 

Ad  hoc  multi  alii  in  regno  Angliae  offendenint  re-. 
gem  et  tanien  nullos  exhaeredavit  in  perpetuum,  ut 
dicitur ;  unde  fi  aliqui  ex  noftris  ipfum  oflfenderupt; 
injufte,  dignum  eft  ut  fatisfaciant  prout  poflint  Cipc 
cxhaeredatione ;  et  ficut  in  vobis  confidimus,  fupplicar 
mus  quod  ad  hoc  laboretis  fan6te  pater:  nam  .^ 
•  nobis  imponatur  qnod  fregimus  pacem,  tamen  illi^^ye* 
rius  fregeruni  qui  nullum  fedus  vel  pactum  nobis  icM 

vavcrunt • 
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v«^ef«(hti  qui  nuUam  emendtm^eqtxmunohHsAotiis 
fecerant^  m  patet  in  rotutis. 

Primo  atiditis  refcripjit  ArehiepiJiopwJVattenJihis 
in  b€ec  verba  : 

IN  nomine  domini.  Amen.  Cum  nos  fratcr  J.  per- 
miffionc  divina  Cantuaricnfis  ccckfiae  miniftcr  hu* 
milis  totius  Angliae  primas,  fcicntes  noftro  incumbcrc 
officio,  pro  vobis  domine  Leweline  princeps  Wallia 
ac  fubditis  vcftris  exponere  nos  ct  noftra  fpretis  viarum 
incommodis  ct  periculis,  vcftram  adjuverimus  praefen- 
tiain  ovcs  crroncas  redufturi ;  ct  fpeculatoris  fongehtis 
officio  vobis  mvftcriae  vivse  vocis  diximus  pericula  quae 
gcnti  veftrae  vidcbamus  luceclarius  imminere,  fubjunftis 
remediis  eorundcm ;  teftc  optantcs  altiffimo  juxtapon- 
tificalc  debitum  cuilibct  vcftrum  ecdefiam  mininto  d* 
corpore  noftro  pontcm  facerc  ad  falutis  littora  redu- 
cendo.  Tandem  veftris  auditis  prccibus  ct  anguftiis 
cas  ut  neceflitatis  veftrae  nuntius  praefentavimus  regia 
majcftati,  quern  ab  olim  ad  pcenitentcs  adverfarios  in- 
troitum  fcimus  efle  propitium ;  ut  quidam  dc  veftris 
ct  aliis  ut  nobis  certis  conftat  indiciis  ipfius  dementia 
abutantur.  Tradtavimus  inftiper  cum  magnatibus 
ct  proccribus  Angliae  pnefentibus  de  modifacione  gra- 
tise  rcgiae  ipforum  affiftcntia  noftris  vobis  fupplicationi- 
bus  impretranda,  cujus  modificationis  feriem  per  fer- 
vum  Dei  fratrem  Johannem  Wallenfem  vobis  mifimus 
in  fcriptum,  una  cum  confilio  noftro  quod  vobis  fe- 
<iUTidum  deum  falubrius  videbatur ;  vos  autem  deli- 
berationem  veflram  nobis  in  quadam  remififtis  cedula 
per  eundem,  cujus  cedulae  pemitiofas  latebras  vobis 
paterno  aflfeau  praefentibus  apcrimus.  Prim6  igituf 
diftis  vos  juri  noliecedcrc  quatuor  Cantredarum,  quia 
I)r6genitores  vcftri  a  tcmporibus  Cambri  filii  Brua  in 
eirdcm  juris  plenitudinem  habuerunt ;  fed  nc  fimplid- 
ores  in  vobis  de  fucceffu  hujufmodi  gloriantur,  falva  in 
omnibus  pace  veftra,  vobis  licet  inviti  ipfius  radicem 
origirtis  ex  gcftis  Britonum  ct  Anglorum  ad  memoriam 
revocamus.  Difperfis  cnim  dim  Tmjanis  pro  co  quod 
Paridisadultcriumdcfenfaruntj  fatcmur  progenitores 

veftr^. 
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Vdlrfli  muhkiidihis  iriterpcrfkis  qAiba(llaM!Ca^Q^^ 
fug£  fihi  prfl&fidkiiBi  affixmpMki  tt  otiuAtn  not4 
maneat  in  eis  hqjufnipdl  coMagM  mGmoria  qui  &c 
libera  ttiatrimotiia  pampenduat  tit  fpurios  etinoeftu 
cenitos  a  fucccffionc  bafcj?cditaj»ij^  ut  dicittir  non  ngpeU 
lunt,  quin  potius  uxorcs  legitime  Hbwdi  da  patro- 
cinlse,  contra  Evai^tlkim  data  irejHiUio  fama  tefte,  vd 
potius  infamia  repellunMr  -,  qu^iter  demum  Brutus 
Dianae  prsefagiis  non  fine  dmbQli  preeftigiis  ptr  ido- 
latriam  immolaco  Cervs  VenatitiaB  obrentis^  infu- 
lam  Britannicam  pervaferic  per  famofas  hiftwias  de* 
claratur;  pervaferic  inqu^m  inhabitatam  infulam^ 
i^entibus  ftatufa  pocoris  quarum  peremit  forciiFuDuni 
Corinexis.  Gentibus  iiiquam  de  bpreali'prafapia  qua 
non  folum  •••»,...  verum  eciam  Scycbiam  trans 
Danubium  ab  occidente  noftro  per  AquUoms  lacera 
ufque  in  Orientales  termmps  occupavit.  Quam  exgo 
q^uaefumus  feoerunt  ^obis  injuriam  Angli  et  Saxoncs 
ejufdem  generis,  fi  vos  proceiTu  ten>p(M-is  ab  ufurpaio 
dominio  perturbarunt :  cum  fcripcum  effe  noveritis^ 
'  vae  qui  praedaris  in  omne  praedabcris*  Non  oponct 
autem  fimplices  in  radice  adulterina  proceiTu  idololatriie^ 
et  ufurpationis  fpoliis  gloriari.  Progenitores  infuper 
veftri  modernioresy  cum  enervati  deliciis  fibi  non 
fufficerent  defenlandis^  obruentibus  eos  Scons  ei 
Pidis,  denegato  etiam  eis  Rom^i  imperii  prarfidk^ 
poftulato,  ad  Germanorum  refugium  convolaront^  qui 
renientes  rcpudiarunt,  holtes  ufque  irtpracfentem  diem 
fuarum  labores  mtouum  manducantes.  l^x  his  cauiis 
quum  fedet  fola  k  vobis  infuU  olim  populo  plena,  veftfd 
profcribentb  Jerenria,  quia  prophetac  tui  videnxnt 
<ibi  vana  et  ftulta;  item  praedidlofum  juribus  Can- 
tredorum  donfirmationcm  legati  frivole  allcgptis,  cum 
nort  fuerit  iritentionis  fuae  jura  regia,  Icu  etiam  jura 
dvilia  et  Canontca,  ficut  ntc  pocuit  cncrvarc:.oro 
limine  cnirti  lefe  majcftatis,  in  qwod  vos  ineidifle 
didmini,  juxtaquod  feribittar  fexta  quacftipne.  Sc^ 
cunda  paragrapbo;  Si  quis  cupL  intUtibttSy  et  t^«* 
Qu^.  uliima  capihdo  de  forn»  fidelit^tis.  ^O^tpnc 
pent  jus  haereditarium  et  expirat :  m  Ontrcd;s  Jg|txrr 
praediftis  in  quibus  ab  tjjim  doiTiino  |^.  jus^diQtfit 
•dquifitum,  et  in  Snawdon  ac  cacteris  quae  tciicris 

jure 
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Icurlidfredkario,  niha  potsftis  ficuc  nee  fiibditlTeBn, 
m  ex  priMllcgatis  Tutecur,  nifi  ex  ibk  regta  ckmennx 
pradlelaru    Diciturdemumqidodpc^iiliisiionTiik'ad 
gtariam  reghun  conTcdarc^   qaia  domiiius  rex,   see 
pa)6ta^  nee  juiumetita,  nee  clsatanxn  foodtraprinctpi 
eonfervavit.    £t  AM  quaenmusfx  cujus-vei  quoram 
iftud  fitjudicio  declaratam,  niCiper  yos  qui  ineaiilk 
propria  judicium  ufurpatis,  et  ptr-fingnlas  Ittftnlcs  pe* 
riodos  pflcetn  infrbigitis^  hmoccntcs  jugulad%  incci^ 
tliafacim,  munitioftes  r^ias  pro  vinbus  vaftaus  $  ac 
domini  Ho\veH  da  quitalia  ir^juriarxini  remedia  in  lege 
ilia  quam  vidimus  inftituir,  autoriaae  quam  ei  dtxbo- 
lus  delegavit.    Praeterea  in  regem  impunghis,  dicam 
tes,   quod  regales  ecclefias  ec  perfonas  ecclcfiafticas 
crudeli  Taftavic  tyfannidc^  ec  coniuimmt^  adiqood  t»- 
liter  rcfpondemu»,  quod  dominus  roc  praedida  mala 
nee  fieri  mandavit,  nee  rata  habuir,  oum  potins  nobis 
obtulit  ohrbnet,  quod  quam  cito  adcric  oportunitxs 
ecclefiarum  proponk  di^)eQdia  Tcfaciit ;  quod  dififefC 
ufque  ad  fedatam  guerrte  tempeftatem,  ne  u  prios  fi& 
ret  deftru^entur  iterutn  per  kcrones«    Prseterea  cimeda 
in  Anglia  honorem  fufcipere,  necooiequentervobisacs- 
eafionata  malida  auferatur,  cum  taitien  fatcamini  quod 
dominus  re  nullum  fuum  exhasredaverit  inimieums 
quod  fruftra  vos  timert  credimus,  fi  Icg^her  vivcre 
Yos  ec  veftri  didiceritis,  et  non  a  parti  eum  domino 
Vefho  eontendere  vel certare*    Motes  vobis  etpq^ulo 
veftro  caufamini  incognitos  5  ct  nos  e.  contiario  opi* 
namur  quod  expediret  Yobis  ommbos  in  modum  alium 
tt  mores  penttus  transformari.    Cum  enim  ficis  fieut 
eseceri  homines  dohis  Dei  gratuitis  adomati^  fed  in 
•Veftro  Anglo  devoramim  :  ut  neeecclcfiam  juvctis  con*- 
tra  hoftes  fidei  miUtando ;  nee  Clemm  ftudio  fapieiw 
tiae,  exceptis  pauciffimis^  decoretis ;  quin  potius  ma- 
jor pars  vcftrum  torpet  otio  et  lafciYiis,  ut  pcnc  nefciac 
niundus  Vos  efle  populum,  nifi  per  paucos  ex  vobis 
qui  videntur  ut  plurimum  in  —  mendicare.     Deinde 
uribitis^juad  creditis  akiffimum  vosjovarc  pro  juftitia 
dccrctanres  •  urinim  inquam  altiflimus  juvet  vos  falu- 
britef  et  dWg^t  ad  falutem.     Scd  ne  ruinas  aliquas 
Anglorum  ex  inconfidcraiione  fua  provcnientes  vcftris 
'     *  veliiis 
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veiitis  iignuMUAAJM8fl4M'iiiriii'  nrtgifTrfrryjiialilMfel^yjilt 
coelis  habitat  fatuos  fublimat  et  elevat  ad  modicttm  ut 
perpetUQ  allklac ;  fie  certe  oliumpogulus  Dei  ekdm 
ante  harum  repertam  ctvitatcmprd ximus 'AnatKcii laic 
confortis  yerfus  in  fugam  quofdam  fuorum  perdidit 
bellatorum :  fie  certe  quattr  centena  miUia  bellatorum 
duodecim  tribuum  Ifrael  ip  fuo  numero  et  fortitudinc 
coniidcntes  ab  unius  tribus  modico  popuio,  occifis  ex 
40  millibus  bellatorum,  per  vices  varias  funt  confuH ; 
cum  tamen  purgato  unius^Anathemate[  pracdida  Civi- 
tas  finaliter  deleleta  fuerit  per  illos,  ^ui^  prius  confuQ 
fuerant,  et  per  lacrymas  placato  domino  cum  jejuniis, 
cblatis  facriiiciis,  tribus  tllaquaspxaevaluerat  prius,  per 
prius  confufos  quafi  totaliter  fie  deleta ;  fie  certe  all- 
ter  flagellat  dominus  filios  quos  recipit^  tf.  alitor  qijos 
decernit  ut  arbores  fteriles  cxtifparc.     Iffia  votn^fcri^ 
bimus  in  cordis  amaritadine  dbrhis  partibus  recedentes^ 
necprenidicare  intendimus  falubriori  confilio,  fi  vob(9 
c^aelitus  deftinetur,  nee  latre  vos  volumus  quod  nullum 
per  vos  invenimus  excufationis  fufiiciens  remedium,  quo 
obftante  minime  debeatis  in  excors  Irnam  incidifle 
pernuntiari :  dudum  latet  in  Oxon  confilio  contra  pa« 
CIS  regiae  turbatores,  viam  autem  pacis  aliam  invenir^ 
nocrpolTumus,  nee  adhuc  in  fpe  fumus  aliud  obtinendi. 
Sed  fi  nobis  aliouidconfultius  videatur  agendum,  vobi; 
numquam  clauaemus  gremium,  nee  auxilium  dcnqga- 
bimus  opportunum.    Pap.  apud  Ruthelan  18  Calends 
pecemb.  Ann*  Dom*  1282. 

.  -Xiewelinus  autem  princeps  Wallia^  praedidbus  fpretis 
omnflnis  oblationibus  et  pacis  formts  poft  fcriptis,  in«- 
-vafit  hoftiliter  terram  domini  regis  Angliae  deftruendo 
cam  incendio  et  rapina,  ncc  non  homines  terrse  jllris 
ad  ie  trahendo,  et  a  bonitate  pacis  regias  ieparandow 
Qui  tamen  princeps  infra  menfem  ilium  ignooninofa 
morte  primus  de  exercitu  fuo  occifiis  eft,  per  familiam 
domini  Cadmundi  de  mortuo  mari,  filii  domini  Rogeri 
de  mortuo  mari ;  et  totus  excrcitus  fuus  vcl  ocellus;*  irti 
in  fugam  converfus  in  partibus  Montis  Gomerici  d^c 
Veneris  proximo,  ante  Feftum  S.  Lucae,  videlicet .^^ 
Id.  Decemb.  fub  Anno.  t)om.  1282.  In  — < — ^c^oift  * 
litera  dominicali  D.  currente, 
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pritains,  their  Ca^  cooaplaints  to  £tios  thrice  cojafu),  2.  T|ie 
.  reafona  of  their  weaknefs,  3  and  a*    Their  meilage  to 

the  Saxons,  5.    The  Briiains  of  lbtiatclwy<l  ««<!  Cum* 

Verl^d  fcttlp  in  North-Wales,  38.  ^ 

]^ochwc;|l  opce  prince  of  Powys^  a  great  d^fen^cr  of  the 

Monks  of  Bangpr,  23. 
Bruce  de  William,  Lord  of  Brcckrmck  under  preten^  of 
..  £rie;i}djbip,  ^arbarouily  |iiHr4ers  ^itfylht  ap  Dyfnw^I^  hi% 

ion  and  fbllpwers,  204. 
Bruce  Sir  Edward,  his  letter  to  Cr  Gri^ydh  Llwyd,  3I2| 

an4:}i3.  ♦  /  • 

Cldelh  prim^e  of  Sauth« Wales  dies.^  his  iflTue,  44* 
Cadelb  tgk^  Cacrmardhyn,  and  beats  the  NMgnaP4> 
and  Flemings,  x^.    Like  to  be  snacdered,  ^^Ow'GtUie 
.  upon  pilgrimage,  i7i«  .;n<  . 

C^^wgan^  murdered  by  Madawc,   138. 
Cadwaia^er  tho  laft  king  of  j^ritain  of  tl|e  B^itifttimotv  i* 
Retires  to  Alan  kmg  of  Little  Britain,  ibid.     Learos^in 
.  a  vJlioji  to  gar  to  Rome,  and  thero  Awik  a  Mdnky  Vo»  .  -.'. 
Cadwaiader  with  his  brother  OwwQwuitedli  iroiaiNasdi- 

Wal« 
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V(^le^in'con|tii3i^on  with  fever^l  S^lb- Wales  lords  made 
an  horrible  daughter  oC.  the- NoriDaii9:aqil  Flemings^  and 
drove  them  out  of  South-Wales,  157,  158, 

Cadnralfkdpr  forced  ^q  &9e  from  his  br<Mi|cr  Owen  to  Ireland^ 
163.  Returns  wHh:,lFi^fQf9es»  cpncludes  a  peajcq  with 
hia  brother,  ^i4%-ft^Qp&f  bjr  th^  Iriihs  refcued  Vy  hia 
breather,  164.  Efcaj^es  o^t  of  prifon^  171.  Flica  to 
'Ej^znif  ibidf    Hii»  death.and  iflH^,  2po. 

P^terbwry  led^ei^ed'  by  the  citi^&e^  from  being  burnt  by 
the  pi^ne%  for  jqpQU  73*  Betrayed  afterwards  to  them 
an4  burnt,  74. 

paradoc  king  of  North- Wales  fights  and  is  flain  by  th9  S^xoni^ 
2i«     His  pedigree,  ibid. 

(Celibacy  enjoined  to  the  clergy  in  a  fynod  be)id  ^%  L«ttv 
don,  127. 

Chriftian  faith  pure  in  the  Btitifb  church,  22U 

^barles  duke  of  York  created  prince  of  Wales,  328. 

Charlea  eldeil  fon  of  king  Charles  the  Firft  created  prince  of 
Ws^les,  318. 

Civil  war  in  Wales,  and  Edwal  fonof  Meyric  the  indifputable 
heir  fet  up  in  North- Wales,  67* 

C!are^  earl  of^  poiTciTcd  himfelf  of  divers  ftrong-bolds  in 
Cardigan,  177. 

plvnnoc  faiprr  an  abby  in  Arfon,  i].  When  and  by  whom, 
built,  12*     Endowed  by  prince  Anarawd,  39. 

Cnute  the  Dane  $:hpfen  king,  and  his  cruelty  to  the  £ngUiI|, 
Hoftages,  75.  Returns  to  England,  ibid.  The  Nor* 
thumbers  fubmit  to  him,  76*  ^efieges  LondoO|  is  routed 
by  Edmund,  ibid.  Combats  Edmund*  agree  and  divide 
l^^gland  between  them,  78.  Generoufly  puniflies  Edmuni 
Ironlide's  murder,  ibid.  Marries  Emma  Edelred's  widow^ 
8o.     Rec^uires  a  fubfidy  pf  the  Englifli,  ibid.     Made  a' 

K'  oqopous  journey  to  Rome,  82.     Makqs  the  Scots  do  him 
gmage,  ibid.    Dies;,  and  is  fucceeded  by  his  fon  H9j:o14 

Harpfoot,  83. 
pon^l  prognofticating  the  Norman  invafion^  and  (uccef^i 
'    100. 

Commotions  in  England^  15^. 
Conan,  War  between  him  and  bfs  brothei:  HoweU  2Z.     0iC5j 

23,     Hia  pedi^rcp,  ibid. 
CoAfpiracy  agai^ii  William   the  eonquerpr  by  (be  EngUfit 

and  the  Welch  dete^ed,  and  the 'confpirators  executed,  104. 
ponflable,  WaUer«  marries   Nefi's  daughtefi  and  has  the 

iordfhip  of  Brecknock^  216.     J^  ftrange  paflage  related  by 

him  CO  Henry  the  ^irft,  concerning  Qrufiydh  ap  Rb;s, 

Cfogen^l  ufed  as  a  term  of  reproach  by  tbc  Ertgllfll  to  the 

Welch,  123.     No  reafon  for  It,  224. 
Cynric^  prince  Qwen's  ibn^  ilain  it^. 
^          '  *  iJanej 
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D. 

DAncs  bcgifi  to  difturb  England,  20,  ^i.  Th^y  prcvd 
and  winter  in  England,  28*  'I^bey  take  and  deftroy 
Winchcftcr,  30.  Kill  Oftright  and  Elba  kings  of  Nor- 
thumberland 3i«  Sfew  Edmund  king  of  the  Angles^ 
ibid.  Fought  five  battles  with  Ethelred^  ibid.  They 
win  London  and  Redding,  53.  Rooted  by  the  Weft- 
Saxons,  34.  Are  defeated  by  Alfred  and  received  the 
Chriftian  fafth,  37.  They  barrafs  North-Wales,  39. 
Defeated  by  the  Armonican  Britains,  ibid.  Forced  to 
rife  from  before  Exeter,  and  fpoil  the  fea-coaft  of  Wales,  41. 
Receive  a  great  pverthrow,  42.  They  grow  powerful, 
Dot  only  in  Englaod  but  alfo  in  Ireland^  44.  Thrice  over- 
thrown by  the  Engliih,  45.  Cruelly  overthrown  by  Tot- 
tenhale,  46.  Routed  by  king  Edward,  48.  Driven  out 
of  the  kingdom  by  king  Edmund,  52.  Force  the  Englifh 
to  pay  the  Dane-Gelt,  65.  Make  "^a  terrible  havock  in 
^ales,  and  had  tribute  paid  them,  66.  Make  frefli  de- 
veftations  in  Wales  and  England,  70.  They  are  mai&cred 
by  the  Englifh,  71.  Force  the  Englifh  nobility  to  buy 
their  peace  for  30,0001.  72.  They  beat  Wolfkeitcl,  73. 
Slew  JSthelflan  and  ranfacked  the  country,  74. 

Dafydh  ap  Owen  killed  his  brother  Howel  in  battle,  and 
^ts  to  be  prince  of  North-Wales,  195.  Secures  his 
'brother  Maelgon,  reduces  Anglefey,  and  banifhes  his 
brethren,  202.  Sends  a  band  of  Welch  to  accompany 
king  Henry  into  Normandy,  ibid.  Is  difpofTeli  by  his 
eldeft  brbthff's  fon  Lhewelyn  ap  lorwerth,  213.  Ungrate- 
ful to  prince  Lhewelyn  for  his  liberty,  224/ 

Dafydh  ap  Lhewelyn  prince  of  Wales  did  homage  at  Glo- 
.  ceflcr  to  the  king  of  England,  259.  Is  excommunicated 
by  the  bifhop  of  Bangor  for  detaining  his  brother  GrufFydh 
in  prifon,  whom  he  refufed  to  deliver  at  the  king's  requeft, 
260*  Submits  to  the  king  of  England,  262.  Cajols  the 
king  to  detain  his  brother  GrufFydh  prifoner,  ibid.  En- 
gages the  Pope  on  his  fide  againfl  the  king,  but  he  proves 
falfe,  264.  Fights  the  Englifh  often  with  various  fuccefs^ 
ibid.    Dies  without  ifTue,  268* 

Davids,  St.  burnt  by  the  Weft-Saxons,  21.  Deftroyed  by 
the  Danes,  45  Again,  by  the  Danes  69.  Defboyed  by 
ftrangers,  107.  The  cathedral  facrilegioufly  robbed,  11 1* 
Made  fubje£l  to  the  fee  of  Canterbury,  125- 

Dunflan,  St.  bifliop  of  Canterbury,  bit  orediflion  tnd 
death,  61.  \  • 

Ea(fax» 
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E. 

T^Af^r,  iheBrit^ins  and  Smoqs  qutrrel  about,  tb^  ob«> 

Xly     fcrvationof  u>  1 8,  19, 

Edgar,  advaiicfd  l^the  kingdoin  19  bis  brother  £dwio's  room^' 

.  56.     He  waftes  >Iortb-Wale9>    irnd  agrees  for  a  year!/ 

tribute  qf  300  wolves^,  ibid/     Regdate^  drinking  v^flVIi 

becaufc  of  the  Danes  excefs,  57.     Rowed  in  his  barge  b/ 

fix  kings  on  the  river  Dee^  59. 

Ednr  E&tijkf  proclsimed  king,  forced  into  ScotJandf  loi* 
Keceived  to  kira  William's  mercy,  103. 

Edmund  king  of  England's  dpatb^  and  the  uncertain  manner 
of  it,  53. 

Edmund  Ironfide  flain  by  Edric's  Ton,  78. 

Edwal  Foel  and  bis  his  brother  Elis  fight  the  £n^Iiih«  ani 
are  flain,  49.     Their  ifliie,  ibid* 

Edwsrd  lent  for  frpm  Normandy  and  made  king,  86.  The 
Confeflbr^s  death,  98* 

Edward  I.  king  of  England  invades  W,a!es,  and  prevails^ 
283*  Infifts  upon  prmce  Lhewelyn*s  fubmiilion  without 
refervC)  192.  Sets  prince  Lhewelyn's  head  upon  {he 
Tower  of  London,  and  puts  his  brother  Dayid  to  death, 
299.  Subdues  all  Wales,  ibid.  Kept  his  Chriftmas  at 
Aber*Conwey,  307.  In  neceffity,  would  tafte  no  wine  for 
the  fattsfadion  of  his  foldiers,  308.  Cuts  down  ail  the 
woods  in  Wales,  and  builds  Beaumaris-caftle,  309. 

Edward  of  Caernarvon  firft  prince  of  Wales  of  the  Englifli 
Blood,  301.  Received  homage  at  CheAer  of  alUhe  Free- 
holders of  Wales,  310*  Goes  farther  into  the  country  to 
the  fame,  purpofe,  ibid. 

Edward  eldeftfon  to  king  Edward  IL  created  prince  of  Wales 

Edward  eldeft  fon  to  king  Edward  III.  created  prince  of  Wales 
313,    His  chara&er  and  death,  314. 

Edward  fon  to  Henry  VJ.  created  prince  of  Wales,  323* 
Murdered,  ibid. 

Edward  eldeft  fon  to  king  Edward  Vl.created  prince  of  Wales, 
murdered,  223. 

Edward  VI.  inclined  to  favour  the  Welch,  323. 

Edward  fon  to  Richard  HI.  created  prince  of  Wales,  324. 

Edivar^l  fon  toH^nry  VHI.  created  prince  of  Wales,  325. 

Edwyn  king  of  England  vitiou9,  difpoflefled  and  dies,  50. 

Egbert  fole'monarch  in  Britain,  25.  Cdlls  the  country  Eng- 
land, ibid.     He  fights  the  Danes,  26. 

Eineon  invites  the  Normans  into  Wales,  and  perfuades  them 
to  ftay,  112.. 

Elfleda,  Mtrctan  queen*    her  valiant  afts  both  againft  the 

D  d  Danes 
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Danes  and  Welch,  46.     Her  death,  47.     Left  a  daughter 

A\f>vjrden  difinherited  by  king  Edward,  ibid. 
ISchelwulph  king  of  the  Weft-Saxons  paid  Peter^pence  to 

Rome,  29*     Learned  and  devout,  ibid. 
£ye€  of  feveral  plucked  out,  a  barbarous  cuftom,  155. 
Ethelbald  king  of  Mercia  invades  Wales,  i6.     In  coojunc* 

tion  with  Adelred,  overthrow  the  Britains,  ibid. 

J J^ Landers,  a  part  of  it  drowned  prejudicial  to  the  Welch, 
'       128. 
emings  fettled  in  part  of  Wales,  128. 

G. 

GAllio  routs  the  Scots  and  Pidls,  a*  Builds  a  wall  croft 
the  land,  ibid. 

Gam,  Sir  David,  imprifoned  by  Owen  Glyndyfwr,  and  re- 
leafed,  321*  Revolts  from  Owen,  ibid  His  anfwer  in 
France  to  Henry  V.  concerning  the  French  army,  mor- 
tally wounded  at  Agincourt,  knighted  and  died,  J22. 

Gavelkind,  that  cuftom  in  Wales,  22. 

GeoiFrey  of  Monmouth  made  bifhop  of  St.  Davids,  171. 

Glamorgan,  lordfliip  defcribed,  II14.  The  befi  of  it  Fitzha- 
mon  the  chief  of  the  Normans  kept  to'  himfelf,  1 15. 

Godwyn,  earl,  rebels  againft  king  Edward,  89.  Invades  the 
land,  and  is  reconciled  to  the  king,  90.  Dies  fuddenly 
fitting  at  the  king's  table,  91. 

Gray,  Reginald,  lord  of  Ruthyn  taken  prifoner  by  Owen 
Glyndyfwr  and  ranfomed,  316,  317. 

Gruffydh  ap  Lhewelyn  declared  prince  of  North- Wales,  84. 
His  country  invaded  by  the  Englifh  and  Danes,  and  routed 
by  him,  85.  Reduced  all  Wales  under  his  fubjection,  ibid. 
Routs  Howel  prince  of  South-Wales  at  Fencader,  ibid. 
Taken  prifoner  by  the  Irifh  under  the  command  of  lago 
ap  Edwal,  and  recovered  by  his  own  men,  87.  Over- 
comes and  Hays  GruiFydh  ap  Rhyderch  and  his  army,  &c. 
ibid.  Concludes  a  peace  with  Harold  king  Edward's  ge- 
neral, 94.  His  palace  at  Ruthlan  burnt  by  the  Englifii, 
ibid,  rrince  Gruffydh  murdered  by  Harold's  contrivance 
after  he  had  reigned  30  years,  95. 

GrufiFydh  ap  Conan  confirmed  in  the  principality  of  Wales, 
109.  Refufed  at  firft  an  accommodation  with  king  Henry, 
at  laft  fues  and  obtains  peace,  141.  Carefled  by  the  king, 
and  promifed  to  deliver  up  Gruffydh  ap  Rhys,  143.  Dies 
158.     His  iflue,  159. 

Gruffydh  the  fon  of  Khys  ap  Tudor  laid  claim  to  South- 
Wales',  143.     Flies  to  North- Wales,  143,     Wilhed  with 

his 
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.  hh  brotlier  Howe]  to  withdraw  into  South*Wales,  144. 
Forced  to  bid  open  defiance  to  the  king  of  England,  ibid. 
The  Flemings  and  Welch  lords  join  together  to  oppofe 
bim,  145.  He  take^Caennardhyn,  146.  Jnvitcd  to  the 
governaient  of  Cardigan-lbire,  ibid.    Succeeds^  147.   War 

.  at  Abenrftvyth,  148.  Invidioufly  difpoflTefred  of  his  cftate, 
154.     Dies,  158. 

GruiFydh   foa  to  the  lord  Rhys  focceedcd  his  fiither,  116. 

*  Plagued  With  his  brother  Maelgon,  219.  A  hopeful  prince, 
dies,  aaa. 

Gruffjrdh.  m  Conan  ap  Owen  ap  Gwynedh  -buried  in  a 
Monk's  Cowl,  the  fuperftttion  of  it,  221. 

Grufljdh  prince  David's  biotber  endeavouring  to  make  his 
efcape  out  of  the  Tower  of  Liondon,  breaks  his  neck, 
263.     His  body  recovered  and  conveyed  to  Conway  and 

.    honourably  buried,  270. 

GrufFydh  Llwyd  knighted  by  king  Edward  T.  rebels,  311. 
Treats  with  Sir  Robert  Bruce  for  fuccours  -againft  the 

.  EngHlh  wich  his  letter  to  him,  ibid.  Over-runs  North- 
Wales  ^uid  thfc  Marches,  and  is  taken  prifoner,  313. 

Gurmund us  a^  Norwegian  from  Ireland,  invades  Britain,  7. 

Gwenwynwyn  worfted  by  the  Englilh,  218.  Refufes  ho-, 
mages  to  j^rince  Lhewelyn,  222.  At  laft  confents  to  it, 
223.  Detained  prifoner  at  Shrewsbury,  225.  Set  at 
liberty,  regains  his  country,   228,    Revolts   from  prince 

•  Lhewelyn  and  is  difpofleft,  242, 

H. 

HArold  fuccccds  Canute  his  brother  in   England,  83. 
Dies,  and   is  fucceeded    by  Hardi  Canute  bis  bro- 
tner,  85* 

Harpld^s  favour  with  the  king,  envied  by  his  brother  Tofty 
who  barbaroufly  murdered  his  men  at  his  houfe  in  Here- 
ford, Xnd  his  faying*  7.     Made  king,  q8.     Slain,  lOO, 

'Ha{l7i>g  a  0<ine  invades  Fr^ince,  40.  His  policy  to  obtain 
Limogis,  41,     His  cruelty,  ibid. 

'Henry  J.  his  parti^ility  in  favour  of  the  Normans,  V27.  Makes 
his  brother  Robert  prifoner,  and  puts  out  his  eyes,  i23. 
Kmd  to  Cadwgan  the  father  of  Owen,  132.  Invades 
*  Wales  with  three  armies,  14c.  Overcomes  the  French 
king^  I5'«  Loft  h'S  children  at  fca,  and  marries,  152. 
Inv;<des  Wales,  in  d;\nger,  ibid,  Atjrees  with  Meredith 
ap  Riethyn  and  returns^  153.  His  death  and  SuccelTor, 
156. 
Henry  II.  fends  the  Flemings  into  Weft-Wales,  173.  In- 
vited to  the  conqueft  of  Wales,  ibid.  Repulfed  and  in 
danger  gf  his  life,  174.     Concludes  a  peace  with  prince 

»  D  d  2  Owen, 
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Owen,  i75«  Qjiarreh  and  cMdu^  k  peace  widi  Frmto^ 
187*  Invades  Wales  and  brings  prince  Rhys  codoUm 
homage,  188.  Invades  Wain  again  with  a  oaoft  potest 
army,  ig"*  Returns  without  any  thing  memonible,  ac& 
for  revenge  puts  out  the  eyes  of  the  hofiiges,  191.  Makes 
a  third  expedition  into  Wales  to  as  little  piirpofi^  ibid. 
PaiTes  through  Wales,  receiving  homage  of  prince  Rhjs 
in  his  way  to  the  conqueft  or  Ireland,  198,  199*  Re* 
turns  through  Wales  and  inclined  to  leave  it  in  a  peaceable 
condition,  199,  200.  Engaged  in  a  civil  war  againft  kit 
fon  Henry,  lOi.    Makes  a  peace  with  Fiance,  and  hie 

*    children  forced  to  fubmit^  zo%.    Dies,  ^09. 

Henry  IIL  king  of  England  invades  Wales,  and  is  worfled^ 
aci.  Invades  Wales  again,  2j;4.  Makes  Henry  of 
Monmouth  his  general  againft  the  Welch,  bpt  widi  ill 
fuccefs,  .255 .  Laments  the  death  qf  the  earl  of  I^efl^brock^ 
as6.  invades  Wales,  and  |l^kes  |>rincci^Divid  to  fob* 
mit,  261,  262.  Invades  Wales,  26i|«  Fights  the  Welch 
with  no  fuccefs,  and  invites  the  Irifii  into  Anglefey,  265. 
Opprtfles  Wales,  and  returns  diAaXisfied^  269*  270.  It^m, 
274.  Waftcs  the  bordersi  .275»  Reqtitrta  a  fubfidjr  td 
fubdue  Wales,  276.     Dies,  480.  t   ;/ 

Henry,  eldeft  fon  to  Henry  IV.  created  prifl^e  of  W;.  ^18. 

Henry  IV.  makes  unmet ciful  Ijiivs  agi|inii)4lf  Welch,  ji^ 

Henry  duke  of  York  created  prince  of  W.^^  324.  ,^ 

Henry  VII,  grants  the  Welch  a  charter  91  libcfry,  'and  di- 
reded  a  commiffion  to  enquire  into  the  birth  and  quality 
of  his  grandfather  Owen  I'udor,  325. 

Henry  Viil.  incorporatcsi  the  Welch  with  the  Coglifli,  396. 

Henry  eldeft  fon  to  king  James  created  prince  of  WaJes, 
328. 

Howel  Dha  preferred  to  be  prince  of  all  Wales,  50*  Hi* 
laws,  ibid.  Goes  to  Rome  to  have  them  confir^ied,  Ji* 
His  death  and  ifltie,  53. 

Howel  ap  levan  expelled  his  uncle  lago,  and  took  the  go* 
vernment  of  Wales  upon  him,  59.  At  laft  sgr^e.  60. 
Kills  Edwal  Fychan,  and  the  reaibns  of  it  ibid.  Qver- 
throws  the  Danes,  6x.  Invades  England,  and  is  ilaio^  62, 
He  is  fucceedcd  by  his  brother  Cadwalhan,  who  ipras  ij^ick- 
ly  fiain,  63. 

Howtl  and  Meredith,  prince  Lhcwclyn's  murderers  invite 
the  Irifli  Scots  into  South  Wales,  8a.  Slew  Rhydderch, 
and  take  the  government,  82.  Meredith  flain  bv  the  fons 
of  Conan  sp  Sitfyiht,  ibid'.'  Howcl  attempts  tKei^j&>virv 
of  South- Wales,  is  overcome  and  flain  by^prtAce  GrOftm 
near  Tywy-Head,  87.  '     ^^'^ 

Howel  ap  Grono  driven  out  of  Rydcors  caftlc  by  the  "Nor- 
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ntott  1 2^.    ikMy    tetmy^^  u   them,    smt  murderedly 

Jlowd  8p  Omnk  Owynedb  wo»  the  caftle  of  Ewyas,  167. 

'  wiA  bts  hrother  Conan  quarret  with  their  uncle  Cadwa- 
Mcry  befiegt  and  take  the  caflle  of  Cynfacl  from  him, 
i68*  *  Makes  Cfiutwaladkr  bis  prifoner,  and  poffi^s  his 
Jand,  ib.  He  loft  all  bis  cosnliy  to  Ctdelh,  Metedith,  and 
Khys  ap  Gruffydb,  who  put  the  garifon  of  Llanrhyi^d  to 
thefwofd,  169. 

L 

tAfO  apEdwal  recovcfrl  hii  right  to  Nofth-Wales,  82. 

'^^  Siain  in  battle  againd  G^if^ydh  ap  Lhewelp,  84. 

IfoF  feat  into  Britain  with  an  armj,  by  his  father  Alan,  !}« 
Rouu  the  Saxons,  ibid.  Mjlrries  Ethelburga,  Kentwyn's 
coufin,and  fucccededhini  in  the  Weft-Saxon  kingdom,  14. 
Founded  Glaftenbury  Abby,  ib.    Died  at  Rome,  15. 

John,  Arch-deacon  of  Llanbad«rn  dies,  atid  is  canonised, 

i6o. 
,  John,  K,  of  England  ita  his  way  to  Ireland  through  Wales, 
difdiarged  a  criminal  that  murdered  a  prieft,  226.  Fa-^ 
mkl^  will  de  Bruce«  and  Maud  his  aunt  at  Windfor 
after  his  return,  22^.  The  reafon  of  his  cruelty  and  dif- 
atfedion  to  piiefts,  lb.  Marches  with  a  great  armv  into 
Wales,  and  returns  without  fuccefs,  229,  230.  Makes  a 
lecond  expipditioo,  ib.  Orders  Foulk  vifcount  CardyflF  to 
iubdue  tbefe  that  oppofe  ift  South- Wales,  and  they  at  laft 
dp  him  homage,  but  quickly  revolt,  231,  231.  Makes  an 
expedition  into  Wales,  229. '  Makes  a  fecond  and  third, 
and  hangs  the  Welch  pledges,  reconciles  himfelf  to  Rome, 
and  engages  in  a  civil  war  with  his  barons,  237.  Dies, 
and  is  uiccMded  by  his  fon  Henry,  242. 

lorwerth  ap  Blethyn  revolts  from  the  earl  of  Salop,  124. 
Bafely  ufed  by  king  Henry  for  it,  the  reafon  of  it,  125. 
Delivered  out  of  prifon,  1 33.  Forbids  Owen  and  Madawc 
to  retire  to  his  eftate,  134.  Befet  and  flain  by  Madawc 
and  Llywarch  ap  Trahem,  137. 

Jofeph  biibop  of  Landaff  dies  at  Rome,  88. 

Ireland  molcfted  with  Locufts,  42. 

Itbelking  of  G went  flain,  28. 

L. 

I.  Hewelyn  ap  Sytfylht  makes  himfelf  prince  of  all  Wales, 
y  79.    His  good  government,  ib.     Slays  Meuric  that  re« 
MM  againft  him  with  his  own  hand,  80.  SuppiefTes  ano- 
,  aher  rebellion,  81.    Bafely  flain,  ibid. 
.  ^  Lhewelyn 
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.Lhewelyn  priace  pf  North  Wales  uiies  Thfu4  a|>X>iicA  {ni* 

foner,  217.   Receives  homage  of  mod  of  the  VVelch  Wds, 

.'    222.     Coriquers  Gweftw)rnwy«*s  couCiilryy  .a25»    AiakE« 

an  expedition  into  South  Warn,  and  )^4|belgon  ^ecs,  .225% 

,    226.    M«r>ie8  Joan  King- John Vdaugh^r^  224.    Sua 

and  obtain^  peace  of  the  kiAgt  ky  cbe,.itiean«  of  £is  wife, 

•23T.    Animates  the .  lotda > «yf. North  WjJes.to  join  with 

«     him  iti  a  revolt  again(LAbe«.l|i4)gy^233.     I^fpicml^kM  the 

rr,  Engliih  of  all  their  "holds  in  his  country,  237. .   Takes 

^•^  •  Shrewsbury,  thdugh  excommunicated  by  the  Pope,  238. 

Subdues  Cardigan  and  Cai;$)arthen,  240.     Reconciles  the 

.    the  lords  i|i  South  Walps^'^4i,     Subdues  Powis*   242. 

Refuf?^  affiilance    to.  Kip^i  John  againft  fbe  DaupKnc, 

,ihid.  *^  l^jikep  Rynald  jBc.yQc,  who  had  revblted/ fnbo^it  to 

Him,  ,tt^^.     Received  trie  Abmiffiori  an^d  allegiance  of  the 

.  Flemings  in  Dy fed,  ibid.    Subdues  fhe^fei^olred  Flemings 

^  ...pis 

,  matters  with  him,  247. 
Marflial  £arl  of  Pembroke  in -Wales,  and.pcca(iQns  a  war 
.'  •  between  thcn:i,  247,  248. .  Worfts  the.Eff^lifli'jTiny,'pa]w 
•homage  tp  Henry  III,  249."  Deft roys'tl^e, p:utche«,  252. 
Makes  a .  defccnt  upon  '£niland,  253.  *  Bfeirf^ioitgrf  by 
the  carl  of  Pembroke  agit nj^' King,  Hcpt^I' roots  hS  army, 
254<r  Makes  an  jhc^rjfqn.  intfo  (Se 'Jking's  tcrnto- 
ries,  255^*  .Makes  ^eapAjij^^h  th'c'klfcj^  ?S^''  '  ^^ 
his  Ton  Gruf^dh  at  liBcpfy^'ibidl  ''Bfinea-'fiisprincefc 
Joan,  257.'  Torced  to  cjuit^the  fiege  6f  R^thlan,  258. 
Malqes  M^CWelch  do  homage  to  his  foij  David  ibid.  Dies, 
his  cbara<St,ei:' and   iflue,  259;* 

Lleweiyn^ap  0rufFydh,  and  Owen  Goch  his  brother.^  dc- 
cla'^ed  princes  of  North  Wales^  269.  (^aa^rei,  and  Owen 
with  his  brother  David  made  cTofe  prifontrs,  271:  Recovers 
the  inland  country  of  J^orth  Wales  from  ttie  £ngliih,  272. 
Waftes  Chefliirc,  ibid.  6cats  the  Irifh  by  fea,  273,  De- 
fires  peace  with  the  king,  but  fails,  277.  Kind  to  Sir  Ro- 
ger Mortimer^  278.  Makes  a  peace  by  thie  Pope's  mediation 
with  the  kina,  289.  Refufts  to  attend  upon  K.  Edward's  co- 
roronation,28o.  Thereafonsforhis  refufal,  281.  An  acci- 
dent made  him  pliable,' 2839  Severe  conditions  of  peace  im- 
pofed  upon  him,  284.   Married  to  Elianor  Earl  Montfbrd's 

.    daughter  at  VVorceJ[ler,2i  5.  ileconciled  with  bis  brother  Da- 
vid and  join  againft  the  Engtifh,  286.'  Offers  to  fubmit  to  the 
king  conditionally,  292*   Sends  a  letter  to  thearchbiibop-of 
C'interbury,  and  the  general  anfwer  of  the  VVelch  to  his 
3  •  •    propofaU, 
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propoTa^,   a93,   294,  295.   >  Bttiuyed  m  Buelht   aod 
kt»W,  297.*   '  •  '  '       - 

Ldndon.befegcd  by  the  Danes,  65. 

.    •   ,        M.     . 

TAhael  difpoiTeft  of  his  inheritance  by  his  unnatural  mo« 

^_  ther  Neft's  means,  an<l)iow,  115. 

doc  ap,Mereditb  princfe  of  Po^i^is  fticki  to  .the  Eifgtifli  in-*, 

tereft,  173. 
Madawc  reconciled  to  King  Henry,  138.    Taken prifoner  byi 

Meredith  ap  Blcthin,  .I39«(  .i|as  nis  eyes  .piuUpd  .out  by 

Owen,  ibid. 
Madawcap  Owen  Gwynedhiails  into  America,  296. .  Plants 

a  coloay  there,:  ibid. 
Ma^lgoi^  diftui-bs  South  Wales,    228^     Beaten  by  his  ne- 

phewsy  Rhyi  and  Owen,  229. . 
March,  eai;\  of,  .cnarrjes  Qweo  Givndwr's  daughter,  318* 

Confen^f^  by  indenture  to  divide  England  between  Owen, 

P»«f<%  and  hinafclf,  318.  •  v 

^aud,  the  emprefs,  lands  in  England,  and  is  received  at 

Arundel,  162 
Meredith  ap'Owen  pofleft  of  all  Wales,  64.     Difpo/Teft  of 

North  Wales,  67.     And  routed  by  Edwal  ap  Meuric  their 

new  prince,  68.     Died  without  illue^maie,  69. 
Meredith  ap  Owen  made  prince  of  South  Wales,  96*     Slaia 

in  baul^  againft  Caradoc  ap  Gruffydh,  102. 
Meredith  and  Rhys  ap  Gruffydh  prevails  in  South  Wales^  ' 
.    171.     Meredith's  death,  and  character,  172. 
Merfyn  Frych  is  made  king  of  Wales,  24*     Is  flaiti,  27. 
Merlyn,  Ambrofe,  and  Sylvefter,  their  time,  country,  and 

prophefies,  10,  11. 
Morgan  Hen  dies,  an  hundred  years  old ;  his  marriage,  eftate^ 

and  iflue,  58.  * 

Morgan  ap  Owen  kjUs  Rpbert  Fitz^Gilbert  and  hia  fon,  157. 
,    Slain,  175. 

Morgan  ap  Cadogan  repents  of  his  murder  committed,  156. 
Murders  committed,  156.     Item,  163. 

N 

NEwitiarch,  a  Norhian,  obtains  the  lordfliip  of  Breck- 
nock, and  marries  Nefi,  daughter  to  Llewelyn  ap 
Gruffydh,  115. 
Normans  twice  decimated  and  put  to  death  in  England,  86* 
They  wafte  and  plunder  Dyfed,  103.  They  feize  upon 
The  lordihip  of  Glamorgan,  113/  The  names  of  the  ad- 
venturers, ibid.  They  poifefs  themfelvesof  feveraJ  loid- 
fhips  in  Wales,  117.     Divers  of  them  flain  in  Cardigan, 

ibid. 
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ibid.    Rovtoi  ^n  hj  Cadvgan  ap  Bltfthjrn  ^utt  of 
South  Wale<,  and  their  caftles  deflroyed,  itS.     $Im^- 
tered  divers  times  by  tb^  Welch*  and  forced  c^  quit  ihft 
country,  119,  I20. 
Northumberland  invaded  by  ihe  Scots,  109. 

O. 

OFfa  king  of  Mercia  makes  a  ditch  from  fca  to  fea,  to. 
His  death,  21. 
Owen  ap  Edwyn  a  traitor  to  his  country,  121.    Made  princo 
of  Wales  by  the  Englifli,  buH  foon  loft  it»  12a  .    Hia 
death  and  pedigree,  126. 

Owen  the  fon  of  Cadwgan  enamoured  of  Nell:  the  irife  of 
Gerald,  King  Henry's  lieutenant  in  Wales,  122.  Steals 
her  away,  ibid.  Flies  into  Ireland,  135.  Retuma  and 
waftes  tne  country,  in  conjunAion  with  Maradoc  ap  Ri- 
ryd,  133..  His  men  flay  an  Englifli  btfliop  tho  caitfeof 
Cadwgan,  his  father,  being  difpoSrfled  of  his  cftate,  135. 
Forc^  to  flee  into  Ireland  with  Madawc,  ibid.  Retnnif , 
and  is  reconciled  to  the  kine,  138.  Divides  Ma^wc'a 
eftate  between  himfelf  and  Meredith  ap  Blethyn,  139. 
Flees  for  fear  of  King  Henry  into  North  Wales,  140. 
Reconciled  to  to  the  king  1 41  •  Owen  is  brave  and  knitt- 
ed in  Normandy  142,  Employed  by  King  Henrjr  againft 
GruflTydh  ap  Rhys,  148.    Slain  by  Gerald,  149. 

Owen  Gwynedh  fucceeds  prince  of  North  Wales,  i6o. 
mightily  concerned  at  the  death  of  his  fon  Run,  165.  takes 
and  rafes  the  caftle  of  Mould,  166.  Pulls  out  his  ne«^ 
phew  Cunedah's  eyes,  and  caftrates  him,  1 70.  Being  pro- 
voked invades  Llandhinam,  193*    Dies,  his  charaAer  and 

iflue,  194- 

Owen  Cyfeilioc  and  Owen  Fychan  difpoflefs  lorwerth  Goch 
of  his  eftate  in  Powis,  192.  Cyfeilioc  dies,  leaving  his 
eftate  to  Gwenwynwyn  his  fon,  217. 

Owen  Glcndwr,  his  family,  education,  and  employment, 
21  c.  Oppofed  by  the  Lord  Rutbyn  without  redrefs,  takes 
up  arms,  and  makes  him  prifoner,  316.  Prevails,  takes  the 
earl  of  March  prifoner,  317.  Retakes  Aberyftwyth  ca- 
ftle, 319.  Summons  a  parliament  at  Machynlleth,  320. 
Secures  Pavi^  Gam  upon  a  fufpicion  of  a  defign  be  bad  10 
murder  him,  321.  Burnt  his  houfe,  and  his  vcrfe  upon 
jt,  ibid. 

PAtent  of  iM^ds  granted  5n  Wales  to  the  earl  of  Portland, 
302.     Cw»«nons  addicft  upon  it,  3CH3.     King's  an- 

•  ^**'»  304.  _  p^^^ 
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Peckham,  John,  archbi(hop  of  Canterbury  endeavours  a 
reconciliation  of  prince  Llewelyn,  and  his  brother,  with 
the  king,  286.  His  remonftrance  to  the  prince  and  peo- 
ple, 287,  288,  289,  290.  Solicits  the  king  on  behalf 
of  the  Welch,  291.  Sends  articles  to  the  Welch,  292, 
Excommunicates  the  prince  of  Wales  and  his  adherents. 

297-. 

Peace  in  general  between  England  and  Wales,  except  with 
Prince  Rhys,  who  was  forced  to  comply  with  the  king^ 
176.     Unjuftly  dealt  with,  177. 

Powis,  prince  of,  removes  his  feat  from  Pengwcrn  to  Ma- 
thraval,  20.  An  account  of  it  while  a  principality  and  a 
lordlhip,  with  the  feveral  divifions  and  poiTeflbrs  thereof, 
ivhether  of  Britifh  or  £ngli(h  blood,  175,  to  185. 

R. 

*|^  Ebcllion  in  the  North,  caufed  by  Earl  Tofty's  infolence, 

Xv  97-     Appeafed,  89. 

Rhydderch  feizes  upon  South  Wales,  82- 

Rhydderch  and  Rhys  the  fons  of  Rhydderch  ap  leftyn  put  in 
their  claim  to  South  Wales,  88. 

Rhys  brother  to  Prince  Gruffydh  taken  by  the  Englifli,  and 
put  to  death  at  Bulendun,  gi. 

Rhvs  ap  Owen  and  Rhydderch  ap  Caradoc  jointly  govern 
oouth  Wales,  105.  The  latter  dies.  106.  A  rcbfllion 
againft  the  other,  ibid.  Invaded  alfo  from  North  Wales, 
ii^Sy  purfued,  and  flain,  187. 

Rhys  ap  Theodor  allowed  prince  of  South  Wales,  as  law- 
ful heir,  107.  A  rebellion  formed  againft  him,  flies  into 
Ireland,  returns  and  defeats  his  enemy,  no.  Suppreflfes 
another  rebellion,  in.  Slain  near  Brecknock  in  a  fight 
againft  the  invading  Normans  and  his  own  rebellious  fub- 
jeds,  112. 

Rhys  ap  GrufFydh  prince  of  South  Wales  takes  Llanymd- 
dyfri  cafile,  177.  Subdues  Cardigan,  178.  Gives  Hen,  If* 
hoftages  to  obfervc  the  peace  made  between  them, 
ibid.  Befxeges  Carmarthen,  then  forced  to  quit  it,  179, 
Pofleflcd  bimfelf  of  divers  lands  belonging  to  foreigners  in 
Wales,  as  did  others  according  to  his  example,  189.  Takes 
Abcrtcifi  caftle  and  rafes  it,  19 r.  Subdues  Owen  Cyfei- 
lioc,  197.  Brings  the  lords  of  South  Wales  at  enmity  with 
King  Henry  to  do  him  homage,  203.  Makes  a  great  feaft 
at  Chriftmas  at  Aberteifi,  where  the  bards  of  North  Wales 
and  South  Wales  ftrive  for  the  maftery,  205,  206.  Takes 
advantage  upon  King  Henry's  death  to  enlarge  his  country, 
209.  His  family  diminiflies,  210.  Made  prifoner  by  his 
own  fons,  211.  Efcapes,  212.  Takes  two  of  his  fons 
prifoncrs,  214.  Enlarges  his  conqucft,  and  defeats  the 
£  e  Englifli 
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Engllih  and  Normans,  2x4,  215.    Dies,  his  charadaaad 
iffuc,  216. 
Rhys  Fychan  takes  Lbanymdhyfri  caftle,  25^. 
Rhys  ap  GruiFydh  ap  Rhys  prevails  in  South  Wales/  139. 

Does  homage  to  Henry  111,  145.     Dies,  147. 
Rhys  ap  Meredith  unfaithful  to  his  country,  304.    Knigkted 

by   King  Edward;  revolts,  305.      Defeated,  taken  pri* 

foner,  and  executed  306. 
Rhythmarch,  archbifliop  of  St.  David's  dies,  i22« 
Richard  king  of  England's  feafts  in  the  Holy  Land,  2io. 

Taken  prifoner  in  Auftria,  ibid.     Died  of  his  wounds  re* 

ceived  at  Chalons  in  France,  219. 
Richard  of  Bourdeaux  created  prince  of  Wales,  31^* 
Robert  Cyrthois  rebels  againft  his  father  in  Normandy,  no. 
Robert  earl  of  Salop  rebels  againft  Henry  1.  122.-   Engages 

the  Welch  in  the  quarrel,  123.     Seeks  aid  of  Magnus, 

Harold's  fon,  and  fails ;  baniihed  with  his  brother  Arnulph 

into  Normandy,  124. 
Robert  de  Seliffimo  a  great  difturher  of  the  Welch  cammit-* 

ted  to  perpetual  imprifonment  by  King  Ftenry,  139. 
Roderic  Molwynoc  fuc<^eeded  Ifor,  anno  720,  15.     Driven 

by  the  Saxons  out  of  the  weftem  countries  to  his  inheri* 

tancc  in  North  Wales,  17.  Died  foon  after,  x8. 
Roderic  the  Great»  prince  of  Wales,  27.    Beats  the  Danes 

out  of  his  country,  33.     Fights  the  Engliiii,  and  with  his 

brother  ^Gwyriad  is  flain,  34.      His  pedigree  and  divifion 

of  Wales  between  his  three  fons,  ibid.     His  imprudence 

herein,  36. 


S Axons,  their  anfwer  to  the  Britifli  meflage,  5.    They  firft 
);epel  the  Scots  and  Pids,  6.    Enter  into  league  with  the 
Scots  ibid.     They  encroach  upon  the  Britains,  19. 

Scots  and  P]£ls  invade  Britain,  i. 

Siward,  Earl,  his  faying  upon  his  Tons  being  flain  in  battle, 
19,     His  foldierly  temper  at  his  death,  92. 

South  Wales  invaded  twice  in  one  year  by  levaf  at)d  lago, 
princes  of  North  Wales,  55.  They  quarrel,  and  the  ccn- 
frquence  of  it,  57.     Embroiled  in  war  between  Rhys  ap 

•  GryfFydh  and  Rhys  Fychan,  and  the  former  fupported  by 

.  the»£nglifli,  235,  236. 

Stepjtien  king  of  England  agrees  with  the  king  of  Scots,  157. 
^ai(^ges  Scotland,  i6o.  Supprefles  infurreSions  at  home, 
and  routs  the  Scots  by  his  lieutenants,  161,  Befieges  A* 
rundel  caftle  in  vain,  162.  Takes  Lincoln,  is  defeated 
and  taken  prifoner,  ibid.   Exchanged  for  Earl  Robert,  and 

overthrown 
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.  overthrown  a  fecond  time  at  Wilton,  163.    Wini  the 

battle  of  Farehdon,  agrees  with  Henry  the  Emprefs's  fon, 

and  dies,  172. 
Stewards,  the  family,  ^nd  their  original,  91,  92. 
Sulien,  archbiihop  of  St.  David's  dies,  iii. 
Sulien,  .a  learned  man  of  Llanbadarn  dies,  165. 
Swane  the  Dane  waftes  the  ifle  of  Man.     Lands  in  North 

Wales,  68.     Kills  Edwal  prince  of  the  country,  ibid. 

His  fuccefs  in  England,  and  efteemed  king  hereof,  74,  75* 
Swane  king  of  Denmark  invades  England  3  and  takes  York, 

102*     Forced  to  %,  ibid. 


TRabaem  Fychao  flrangely  hanged,  217. 
Trahaern  ap  Caradoc  made  prince  of  North  Wales^ 

105.     His  country  invaded  from  Ireland  by  Gruffydh  ap 

Conan  the  right  heir,  ibid/  They  fight^  and  Trahern  with 

his  couiins  worfted  and  all  (lain,  io8. 
Tribute  paid  by  the  prince  of  Wales  to  the  kings  of  Eng^ 

land,  48. 
Tudof  .Vaughan  ap  Grono,  his  family,  would  be  ftiled^knight 

and  his  reafons  for  it  to  King  Edward  ill.  who  confirmed 

the  honour  of  it,  314- 

V. 

VOrtigern  invites  the  Saxons  into  Britain,  5. 
Vortimcr  repels  the  Saxons,  7. 

W. 

WAIcs  wafted  by  the  Mercians^  24.  By  King  Egbert, 
ibid.  Divided  into  three  provinces,  27.  Invaded 
by  the  Englifl),  52.  Forcibly  managed  by  levaf  and  lago 
princes  of  North  Wales  only,  56.  Affiled  by  the  Danes, 
and  a  murrain,  65.  Gives  holtages  to  pay  the  antient  tri- 
bute, 95.  Seldom  governed  by  the  right  heir,  109.  Waft- 
ed by  the  Englifli  as  far  as  Anglefey,  121.  Embroiled 
with  civil  diviiions,  151.  Item,  153,  154.  In  great  fear- 
city,  276.     Annexed  to  the  crown  of  England,  300. 

Walwey,  King  Arthur's  nephew,  his  tomb  found,  whofe 
body  was  of  a  prodigious  length,  no. 

Welch  quarrel  amongft  thcmfelves,  22-  Ibid.  23.  Th«r 
defeat  the  Mercians  at  Conwey,  and  call  it  Dial  Rhodri, 
38.  Difable  the  Danes  and  Englifh  that  invaded  them, 
then  fall  out  among  themfelves,  61.  Too  late,  fee  the 
folly  of  foreign  aid,  114.  Miferably  flaughtercd,  130,  . 
131.  Being  at  peace  from  abroad,  they  fall  to  their  wonted 
method  of  dcftroying  one  another,  208.    Complain  to  their 

prince 
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prince  of  their  oppreflion  from  the  Englifh,  272.  Baten 
by  the  Englifli,  279.  Worft  the  .Engliib,  297,  29X. 
Beaten  in  Buclht,  ibid.  Revolt  becaufe  of  aa  heavy  tax 
from  Edward  I.  every  where,  306.  Beat  the  Engiifh, 
207.  Take  the  king's  carriages,  ibid.  Routed  by  the 
Earl  of  Warwick,  308.  Beat  the  marchers,  but  are  at 
loft  overcome,  and  thbir  leader  Madoc  made  prifoner,  309. 

Welch  minftrels  reformed,  whereof  were  three  forts,  159. 

William  duke  of  Normandy  claims  the  crown  of  England^ 
98.     Lands  at  Haftings,  and  defeats  the  Englifli,  100. 

William  L  goes  with  an  army  on  pilgrimage  to  St.  David^s, 
no. 

William  Rufus  invades  the  Welch  without  fuccefs,  118. 
Idem,  120.    Killed,  122. 
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